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PREFACE. 



FoK a very long time Switzerlaad was the only country ia Europe 
which possessed a Guide-book, worthy of the name, llie excellent 
work of Ebel, here alluded to, indeed deserves the highest praise ; 
and it is upon the foundation of the materials collected by him tliat 
every succeeding work of the same liind, on that country, has been 
laid. It is, bowcTer, volumiaous, extending to four volumes : its 
arrangement and bulk fit it more for the library than the pocket, 
or even tbe travelling- carriage ; and the abridged Frencli transla- 
tion is unskilfully made, inconvenient to consult, and full of gross 
errors. In addition to this, the original work was written more than 
forty years ago, and was not corrected at the time of the aulhor's 
death. In consequence <^ this, and owing to the great changes 
which have been made in every part of Switzerland since its pub- 
lication, a portion of the information ig necessarily antiquated. The 
improvements of roads, the opening of new passes over the Alps, 
the establishment of steam-boats, and the increased facilities of 
locomotion, have given rise to a thoroughly diSerent system of 
travelling. Most valuable contributions to our stock of knowledge, 
respecting the natural hbtory, resources, &c., of Switzerland, liave 
been made since his time ; the geology of the country has assumed 
a totally different aspect ; and the ancient political forms are now 
scarcely recognised since the recent revolutions. 

The Editor of the present work has great pleasure in acknow- 
ledging his obligations to Ebel, as well as to the later writers on the 
country, especially to tbe scientific researches of Agassiz, Hugi, and 
Studer, to the compilations of Gluts Blotzheim and BoUman, and 
to the recent publication entitled "Gemalde der Schweitz." Nor is 
he less indebted to his own countrymen, having found the greatest 
assistance fWim the accurate and interesting works of Brockedon * 
and Latrobe.t For his own part, he has brought to the task tbe 

■ The PusEB of the Alps, 2 vols. 4to. i sDd Excursions unong the Alps, 
f The Alpmstock and Tlie Fedestiian. 



experience gained in four different visits to the countrj, in the 
course of which he left but a email portion of it unexplored. Not- 
vithstaDding this, he cannot speak of the Hand-book for Switzer- 
land with less diffidence than he did of the volumes relating to 
Germany which have preceded it ; and he ttiust equally trust in the 
indulgence of his read^s to excuse numerous inaccuracies which 
no doubt pervade it. 

He has, however, no hesitation in speaking of the merits of the 
aecbnd section of this volume, relating to Savoy and Fiedmon^ 
which has been prepared by a fHend and fellow-traveller, most 
intimately acquainted with those countries, which he has explored 
in almost every direction, and on many different occasions. The 
routes contained in it possess great interest, from the want of othef 
information respecting the country they traverse, from the extreme 
accuracy with which they are described, and from their being 
derived, not from books, but from personal knowledge. They will 
probably be the means of throwing open to English travellers a 
region little visited hitherto, but possessing, from its romantic 
beauljes, the highest claim to attention. 
1B38. 

•*" The present edition has been very carefully revised, and 
corrected as far as possible, down to the present time ; some new 
rontes have been added, and others have been re-written. 
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INTRODUCTORY INFORMATION. 

n cannot reach Switzerlaod without a pasHport from 
□e or other of the states of Europe; and, though it 
is seldom called for while he is in the country, yet he must be pre- 

Sred to produce it wheoever it is required. At the ^tes of 
enera, Bern, and perhaps io one or tno other capitaU of Uie can- 
tons, passports are demanded on enteriDg. Persons proceeding' 
from Switzerland to the Austrian states, or Bavaria, must have the 
signature of the ministers of those countries attached to their pass- 
norte ; or they will not be allowed to pass across the frontier. 
Host of the ministers accredited to the Swiss Confederation reflide 
at Bern, or have their passport-offices there; except when they 
follow the Diet either to Zurich or Lucerne. Strangers, therefore, 
should take care to secure their vise as they pass through Bern, or 
through the town where the Diet is sitting. The Simlinian mi- 
nister resides at Lausanne. 

{ 2. UONBT.' 

There is hardly a country in Europe which has so complicated a 
Cuirencv as Switzerland; almost every canton has a Coinage of its 
own, ana those coins that are current in one canton will not pass in 
the next. Let the traveller, therefore, be cautious bow he over- 
loads himself with more small change than he is sure of requiring. 
Detailed tables of Swiss coins are given below, but it is scarcely 
-worth the traveller's while to perplex himself with their intricacies ; 
since he will find French Napoleons and francs current nearly all 
over Switzerland. They are, indeed, on the whole, the best coins 
lie can take with him ; and, except in some very remote situations, 
on the E. side of the country, the iunkeepers always make out their 
bills in French francs, or will do so if required. In the cantons of 
St. Gall, Appenzell, and Grisons, which border on Germany, and 
where Bavarian florins (=20 pence) and kreutzers are in common 
circulation, zwanzigers (or 24 kreutzer pieces) are a very con- 
Tenient coin, and wul often go as far as a franc, in payment of fees, 
pour boires, &c. 

1 zwanziger = 6 batzen 
7 — =42 — ■= 6 French francs. 
6 — =80 — =8 Sviias francs. 
Zwanzigers are current throughout German Switzerland for com- 
mon purposes. 

It IS necessary, however, to prevent being chested, that the tra- 
veller should know the value of one or two Swiss coins. 

1 Swiss frauc, containing 10 batz <^ IJ French franc (1 franc 48 

cents.), = (nearly) li. 2d. English. 
N. B. This distinction between the value of French and Swiss 
fhincs should be particularly attended to. 

1 batz contains 10 rappen, and = \\d. (nearly) English. 
The Swiss coins moat frequently met with are pieces of 5 batzen, 
or t a Swiss franc ; 1 batz, } batz, and rappen. Pieces are also 
ctHued of I, 2, 3, and 4 Swiss f^ncs. 



§2. — Stinst Manaf Table. xin 

Value of tome Foreign Coins in Swiu Currenejf. 
1 French Napoleon =3 14 Swiss francs. 
I French 5 franc-piece = 35 batzen. 
1 French franc •^ (commonly) 7 batzen or exactly 6 batten 8 

rapps, 
I English shilling ^ 9 batzen. 

1 English sovereign = 17 Swisf francs 4 batzen 6 rapps. 
1 Bryant dollar = 4 Swiss francs, or 40 batsen. 
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*.* In man]' instBDces, the coioa in tbe followfn^ taUes «re 
almost obsolete j and, where the? still exist, French franca end 
Swiss batzen are abo current, so that the traveller need rarely have 
ncourse to them. 
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Aarau, Bern, Bath, Frejflntrg, Soleure, Vaud, and VaUait. 
These cantona Combkied. together in 1826 to adopt an uniform 
currency. 

Swiss trmna m lobmtnn. 

" bati. ^ 10 rnppi. 

" Guldeu n IS batieii -^ 60 kreutien. 
Fieach S-fi*iie picea i^ 3 Siwitm Ir. 4 bati S nppee. 

Appenzeil, St. Gall, Sehaffhaueen, and Thurgovit. 
Accounts are kept in florins (21 gulden foot, as in Froukfiirt, 
Baden, ftc.)- 

1 florin, of 60 kreutien = 90d. English. 

J Napoleon 
I Brabant dollar 

1 Ducat = 5 ft. 30 kr. 

1 GjQveTttioa dollar ^ 2 S. S4 kr. 

Geneva. 

The canton of Geneva has adopted the French moD 

and has coined pieces of 5 and 10 centimes in copp 

centimes in billon. The following are the old coins : . 

a Florins (petite monnaie) contmning 12 aols ■= 12 deni 
b Livres, counnta of 20 sols = 4S deal 

c French francs and centimes 
d Swiss francs, and botzen 

GmereH Catrsncv. 

Ur. Sol. Dan. F 

1 French 5-fTanc piece =3 1 9 or li 

1 French ftanc = 26 Genevese Sols. 

1 Brabant dollar = 3 10 9 or 1 

(The pound sterUng is usuaUy worth 25 &■ 50 1 

I Ilorin or Gulden • 40 schillings. 



Brabant dollar • S Gr. floruu 

French Napoleon — 1 1 0. 36 kr. 

" £-franc piece = 3 fl. 53 kr. 

" 1 franc =z 34 kr. 

Swiss franc =. 51 kr. 

" piece of 5 batien = one fl. 30 blutigers. 

1 batr = 6 blutigerfc 

t BMarian Sorin ^ I Giison florin Mkreutiem 

9 Zwanii^rs = 1 Grison florin. 

Luctfrte and Pnterwalden. 
norin of 15 (light) batieu, 40 sdiilliag*^ or 60 ktentMn. 



glc 



§ 2. Swiss Money, < — > J 3. Distances. 



Ijoma d'ot — 16^ Neudiiitcl liTres. 
Schtaytz and Uri. 
Florin of IS (ligbt) haUeu, or 40 ichUlingi, or 60 kreutiers. 
Louis d'or = 13 florins of Schwytz. 

Ticino (Tessin), 
The lira conUina SO soldi, each of 4 quitiini. 

" AccountB at inns and for postings are kept in French fiuncs." 
C. D. Sometimes also in francs of Milan or Lire = 16 FreDch 
sous. TraTellera in the Italian Cantons should remember this, 
and take care they are not cheated by being made to pay in French 
francs a bill clmrged io Italian francs. 

Louis d'or c< tiata S4 to 37) lire. , , 



Zurich. 

Florin — 16 (good) batzen = 60 kreutiers 
1 Bavarian florin 6 li 



Brabant dollar n 3 Zurich floritu S7 kreutiers. 

French 5-lranc piece = 2J Zurich florins. 
•• 20-franc " = 8) Zurich florim. 
The Zurich florin is also tUvided into 16 (good) batien and 40 rapps, and 
again into 40 schillings of 4 rapps each. 

In 1834, twelve of the cantons * agreed to appoint a comntis- 
aion to examine into the present complicated currency, and to 
devise a new and uniform system of coma^. They have already 
altered and corrected the weights and measures of Switzerland, but 
tbe result of their labours regarding the currency has not yet 
appeared. 

There is not less perplexity and variatioD in the meaanrement of 
distances, than in the calculation of money, in Switzerland. 

Distances are reckoned tbroughout Switzerland not by miles, but 
by stunden (hours, i. e. hours' walking) or leagues. The measures 
of length given in the following routes have been taken from the 
most perfect tables that could be procured ; but the Editor is aware 
that there must he many errors, and that an approach to accurate 
is all that can be expected from them. The length of the stunde 
has been calculated at 5278 metres, = 1600 Bernese feet, or 3 Eng. 
miles, I furlong, 215 yards; 21,137 of such stunden ^o to a degree 
of the equator. To make this measurement agree with tbe actual 

■ Zurlcfa. Bern. Lucfme, Zug, Gluiu, Freybui^ Meurs, Bade, SehaffliBiuHi, St dull. 



§ B. — Mode* t^ Trav^ing—'PoMting. xvii 

pace of wnlVittg, it is neceuar; to advance 268 Engliih feet in « 
minute. 

The Swis( stande (hour or lea^e) however varies according to 
the nature of the ground. In ver^ steep ascents it does not ei> 
ceed 2 Eng. miles ; in lesser acclivities 2j miles, and in tbe moun- 
t^ns it isnmer mart than 2^ miles. It has been ascertained by an 
experienced Alpine traveller, that to clear 3 Eog. miles an hour up 
a steep mountain, requires ner^good nalliing. 

It IS a reproach to the Swiss Government that no authorised 
measurement of the roads throughout tbe country should have heen 
undertaken by them at the public expense. Since tbe correction of 
weights and meas ures in 1893-34, 8-lOtbs of a m^tre (—3 deci- 
metres, or 132,988 Paris lines) has been constituted the legal Swiss 
foot, and 16,000 Swiss feet •^ 1 stunde. In canton St. Gall, 2 
Swiss stunden of 16,000 ft, make I post. 

{ 5. KODXS OF TKAVEIiLIKO LH SWITZBaiiAHD. — FOaTIHQ. 

The means of travelling in Switzeriand have been greatly im- 
proved and increased within the last fifteen or twenty years. The 
great roads are excellent, and those over the Alps stupendous 
m addition. Upon almost all of them diligences run ; and since 
1823, when the first experiment with steam whs made on the Lake 
of Geneva, every one of the large lakes is naviKsted by steam-boats. 

Polling was scarcely known in any part of Switzerland before 
1830. It is now introduced into the cantons St. Gall, Grisons, 
Basle, Neuchatel, Aargovie P Ticino, Vaud, Vallais, Geneva. 

The tarifs, as far as can be a.«certained, are as follows : — 

Cantons Geneva, Vaud, I-'reuburi/, and Vallaia. — The tarif is 
the same as the old French tarif, viz., 1 fr. 50 centimes each horse 
per post, and 75 c. to the postboy, usually increased to 1 fr. SO c. or 
2 tr. per post. 

Tbe traveller with four horses need not take two postilions unless 
he wishes. 

Bern. — Posting was established by thegOTemment in 1840, and 
afterwards suppressed; but on the road from Bern to Freyburg 
the former postmaster will always supply horses at the above 

Canton Ticino. — 8 Frenchfrancsperpost foreachborse. Trink- 
geld to postilion small. — C. D. 

Schaffhauien. — The taxe or fixed charges are at the rate of 15 kr. 
each horse per post more tban tbe Baden tarif. Tbus, in Baden, 
the charge is I a. 2Skr. ; in Schaffhausen 1 fi. 43 kr. Postilion 
20 kr. for each horee. 

Tbe only line on which post horses are kept is that from Schaff- 
hansen to BtUe ; an attempt to introduce them oo the road to Zurich 
has &iled. 

St. Gall— Tariff of 1839. — The post is 2 stunden, each - 
16,000 Swiss ft. The charge for each horse per post is 1 fl. 12 kr. 
(the florin of the value of 20 A) Tbe drink money for the postilion 
is 12 or 15 kr. per post for one horse ; 24 kr. for two horses, and 
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86 kr. for more kones. Bather less Uun double ttie tariff satia^s 

the postilion. 

Tolls for roads and bridges are paid to the postmaster at each 
etage, who generally presents the traveller with a printed cettel tt 
ticket. — C. D. 

GristtTu. — The tariff la somenbat complicated ; the char^ for a 
post up-hill, or in ascendinK the vallev of the Rhine, varying froim 
those doten-hill or on the plain, and too amount being reciioned in 
Orison florins and krsatzers. 

The total cost on the plain, for S horses . and the postilion, one 
post, is 4 fl. 53 kr., or nearly 10 znanzigers. The postilion's drinb- 
tnoney^ is paid to the postmaster (though not included in his tnllX 
but it Is usual to give the driver somethiDg independent at the end 
of the stage. 2 zwanzlgers is perhaps more than enough, and will 
quite satisfy him. — CD. 

i*os(jnj is introduced upon the following routes ; — From Con- 
stance to St, GbU, and tnrough the Grlsons to Coire; over the 
Spliigea to Chlavemia and MiUn ; over the Bernardin to Bellin- 
zona, Lugano, and Milan ; from Geneva to Milan over the Simploo, 
along both shores of the Lake Letnan, by Lausanne or by Thonon j 
irom Altdorf over the St. Gothard to Airolo and Bellinsona ; Bern 
to Lausanne and Geneva by Freyburg ; Zurich to Coire by Wallen- 
Btadt and Ragatz ; Neuchatel to Yverdun and Cleneva ; Basle 
to Zurich ([17 posts) ; Basle to Lucerne (15|. posts). Th« traveller 
jnay likewise poat from Baale to Schaffhaugen, and from Schaff- 
hausen to Constance, if he choose the routes through Baden on 
the rt. bank of the Rhine. 

" Generally, posting in Switierland is far dearer than in Ger- 
many or Italy, and, in fact, approaches very near to the English 
ohargeg, especially where the tariff requires the traveller to take an 
extra horse. The remuneration to the poililion, however, both bj 
tariff and extra, ia ranch less, in proportion to the priee flar the 
horses, than in Germany and Italy." — C. D. 

Diligences now run daify between inost of the large towns of 
Switzerland, and there are few carriage roads In the country not 
baversed by them twice or thrice a week at least. 

They generally belong to the government of the different cantons, 
jmd are attached to the post-office, as in Germany. Tlie places are 
numbered, and all baggage exceeding a certain filed weight is 
-charged extra, and often greatly increases the expense of this mode 
of conveyance, which is one reason among many why travellers 
should reduce their baggage to the sm^ est possible compass. The 
pulilic conveyances are by no means so well organised as in Oei^ 
manv. On some routes, particularly in going from one canton into 
anotUM*, passengers are sometimes transferred into another coach, 
and run the chance of waiting several hours for it, being set down 
in a remote spot to pass the interval aa """' ■"-" -"'' **'■" ""* ""- 
frequently in ibe mia<Ue of the night. 
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~ Tbe eonduetmr's fee is inchided m the fare, bit Vb» potUliMk'a 
triakgeld is paid separately by the paesengers io some parts of the 
country ; in Bt. Gall, for iostanee, they expect from 6 to kr. per 
stage. 

' Travellers in Snitserland will frequently be glad to avail them- 
selves of ttte public oonveyanees to t'orirard their luggage from one 
place to another, while they are making pedestrian excursloal 
Among the moantains. In euch cases, thev haTe onl^ to book their 
packages at the coach-office, after carefully addreaamg them, aad; 
in some cases, entering a speciScation of their value in « printed 
form. They will then receive a receipt, and the article wSU bo for- 
warded and taken care of until reclaimed. 

In making application for packages so consigned, as well as for 
letters at the post-office, the Englishman should present his name 
in writinif, as our pronunciation is frequently unintelligible to 
forei^ers, and without this precaution the applicant may be told 
that his luggage has not arrived, when in reality it is all the while 
lyingin the depAt. The traveller may also request to look over tliB 
packages in search of his own. 

Posting, except along the routes mentioned already in p.xili, 
ceases at the Swiss frontier, and those who have been travelling 
post must therefore engage a voiturier at the first Swisa town, witE 
» suitable number of horses to draw their carriage. If it be light, 
and the party small, two horses will suffice; but the coachmaA 
must then drive from the box ; with a heavy carriage, three or four 
horses mutt be taken, and the driver will ride as postilion. The 
towns of Beale, Schaffhausan, Zurich, Bern, Tbun, Lausanne, «ii 
Geneva, are the head-quarters of the voituriers ; at all of them 
there are many persons who keep job- horses for hire, and will eltW 
conduct the traveller themselves, or send coachmen in their em^ 
ploy. At most of the frontier towns return horses are to be met 
wiui, and the traveller may save some days of back fare by availing 
himself of them. 

Before making an engagement, it is prudent to consult the land- 
lord of the inn, or some other respectable inhabitant, to recommend 
a person of approved character to ba employed. As thereare many 
very roguish voituriers, ready to take advantage of the traveller on 
all occasions, such a recommendation will be a gaarantee, to a cer- 
tain extent, for good behaviour. The landlord should be refMved to 
apart, not in the presence of the coachman, nor, indeed, with his 
cognizance. It is a bad plan to intrust an inferior person with the 
negotiation ; he will moat probably sell the traveller to the voiturier, 
and make a job for his own advantage. The most judicious mode 
of proceeding is, to discard all go-betweens and subordinates, to 
insist on seeing the principal, the owner of the horses, and to make 
the bargain at once with him. Besides ascertaining that the voiturier 
is a respectable man, that bis horses are good, and his carria^C'hea 
a carriage is also required) be clean and stout, it is deairable in 
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iDany cases that he shoald speak French as well aa GermaD, and, 
in all, Uiat he be acquainted with the roads to be traTerse^. The 
enKagement should, in the first instance, not be made for any spe- 
cific time, at least not for a lonff period, until man and horsea have 
been tried and have ^ren satismction. It is better to take him on 
irom day to day, holding out the prospect of his being continued if 
he behaves well. 

Some persona engage a voitnrier for a certain sum, to perform a 
stated journey in a fixed number of days ; a bad plau, since it ties 
down Uie traveller to a prescribed route, without the power of di- 
vet^ng, if he choose to alter his plans, or of tarrying by the wa^. 
The employer should reserve to himself the power of dismisaing hia 
Toiturier as soon as he reaches a post-road (see the map). 

The established charge throughout Switzerland, per dian, is 9 
Fr. francs for each horse, and 1 Fr. franc per horse irinkgeldfai the 
driver. This includes the hire of a carriage when wanted. 

For this consideration the coacbmaa keeps himself andhis horses, 
supplying fresh ones if his own fall ill or lame ; he ought also to pay 
all tolls, and the charge for leaders (vorspann) to drag the carriage 
up steep aacpnts. These two last conditions, however, are not 
always acceded to, and these charges oflien fall upon the master. 
X When the traveller ha? no servant of bis own, the voiturier cleans 
the carriage, greases the wheels, and assists in packing and unpack- 
ingthe baggage. 

The usual rate of travelling is from ten to fourteen stunden, 
thirty-two to forty-sit miles a-day, proceedicK at the rate of abont 
five miles an-hour — ten stunden a-oay sbould be guaranteed by the 
driver. It is necessary to halt in the middle of the day, about two 
hours, to rest ttie horses. On the days during which a halt is made 
in a town or elsewhere, the charge is reduced one half; and, should 
the traveller require the horses for a short drive of an hour or two 
through the town, this should make no difference. 

Bach-Fare. — In addition to the dail^ charges while employed, 
the voiturier requires, if dismissed at a distance from his onn home, 
to be paid Iwek-fare for the number of days necessary to take him 
thither. This payment sbould be calculated at the rate of the 
longest day's journey, say twelve stunden (nearly forty miles), which 
is not too much w'**- -" -m^wr n~— j.™. it <-),:. ^.t^ 4>,i. t.«^ii_ 
fare to tie paid bet 
would be nearly according ti 
following table : ' 
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It 18 more for the traveller's advantage to take one set of horaea 
through the journey than to trust to the chance of engaging them 
from one town to another — a method, subject to delay and vexation 
&om the uncertainty of finding them at all times, and from the 
manoeuvreB of petty inn-keepers, who will often pretend that none 
are to he bad, and will throw every impediment m the way of his 
departure. Besides which, by such ao arrangement, the employer 
must inevitably pay back-fare for every day, whereas, if he engage 
the same voiturier for a length of time, he may so arrange his tour, 
in a circle as it were, as to discharge him within one or two days' 
journey from his home, and thus considerably reduce the amount of 
the back-fere. It is sufficient to nay only half the usual drink- 
money for the days reckoned as nack-fare, i. e. half a franc per 

It is adviaeahle, before setting out, to have an agreement drawn 
up in nriting, includingthe stipulations which have been recounted 
above. A piece of money, caHedin German daraufgeld, in Italian 
la caparra, is then given b^ one of the contracting parties to the 
other, aflerwhich the bar^m is held to be concluded. 

There are many eicnrsions in Switzerland that are not to be 
made in a travelling carriage -. in such cases it must either wait far 
the traveller, or be sent round to meet him at an appointed spot. 

The system of vetturino travelling, with all its advantages and 
disadvantages, has been so fully explained in the Handbook for 
North Germany, that it is unnecessary to enter again into fuller 
details here than have been given above. 

The char-i-banc, the national carriage of French Switzerland, 
may be described as the body of a gig, or a bench, as its name im- 
plies, placed sideways upon four wheels, at a very little distance 
mim the ground. It is surrounded by leather curtains made to 
draw, whence it has been compared to a four-post bedstead on wheels. 
There is a lar^r kind of char, in which the benches are suspended 
by thongs, not springs, across a kind of long waggon, and are ar- 
ranged one behind the other. The char-a-banc is a very strongand 
light vehicle, capable of carrying two persona, or three at a pmch, 
and will go on roads where no other species of carriage could ven- 
ture. It is convenient, from being so low that one can jump in, or 
alight without stopping the horse, while it is going on ; but it is a 
very jolting conveyance. Such a carriage is to beliired even in the 
smallest Swiss villages, and the uj lal charge, including the driver. 
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is twelve French francs a-day ; but the charge will be doubled by 
baelc-fare if tbe driver CHtiDpt reach home the same night, after the 
time when he is dismiBsed. 

The services of a Guide are needfiil when tbe traveller is about to 
plunge into the recesses of tbe mountains on foot. He makes 
nimself useful, not only in pointing out the way, but in acting as 
interpreter to those unacquainted with tbe laoKuage of tbe country, 
and also in relieving tbe traveller of the weight of his Icnapsack ot 
travelling-bag. As a general rule he may be said to be indispen- 
sable in ascending very lofty mountains, in e^iploriiig gtaciera, and 
in crossing the minor passes of the Alps, not traversed by high 
roads, but by mere bridle or foot paths, which, being rarely used, 
and in many places not distinctly marked, or confounded witli 
innumerable tracks of cattle, will oflen bewilder the inexperienced 
traveller not acquainted with the mountains'. Nevertheless, travel- 
lers having a good knowledge of German, in addition to some ex- 
perience of mountain journies, and provided with Keller's map, 
may cross some of these passes alone with impunity ; but there are 
Others, such as the Bonhomme, Col de Ferret, Mont Cervin, Mont 
Moro, Ramin, &c., which no one would be justified in attempting 
without a guide. When snow is threatening to fail, or after a snow- 
atorm has covered tlie jtatb and obliterated the footsteps of pre« 
ceding travellers, a guide may be required in situations where, 
under ordinary circumstances, his presence might be dispensed 
■with. 

■Qfndea by profession axe to be met with in most ports of Switzer- 
land; those of Chamouni (in Savo^) are deservedly renowned, 
being regularly bred to their profession, and subjectea to examina- 
tion as to character and fitness before they are admitted into tha 
fratemitv. They are enrolled in a corps, placed under tbe control 
of a syndic appointed by the Sardinian Government. (Route 115.) 
In Switzerland they abound at Interlachen and Thun, Lucerne, and 
all the other starting-points from which pedestrian escursions are 
b^un. Here, again, the trsveller had better trust to the innkeeper 
t« recommend a fit person ; but it is advisable not to hire one fi>r a 
length of time beforehand. He ought not to be too far advanced in 
years. 

The established rate of hire is six French francs a-day ; but, in 
addition to this, there will be a claim for money to return, if dis- 
missed at a distance from home, unless the employer find him ■ 
fresh master to take back. For this sum the guide provides for 
Mmself, and is expected to ^scharge all tiie duties of a domestic 
towards Us employer. 

For the most part, the guides may be said to be obliging, intel- 
Bgent, and hard-working men. Few who have employed tbem but 
can bear testimony to their coolness, intrepidity, and tact, in mo- 
ments of danger — in the difficult pass, in the midst of tbe snow- 
storm, or among the gaping clefts of the gloders. It is in suoh 
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titaations tliat their knowledge of the moantsiiiB, their experwnceij 
the weather, their strong arm and steady foot, are fully appreciated. 
The traveller should alnaye follow the guide id croetjng gladers, 
and, in going over tracts covered with snow, should allow him to 
choose what his experience teaches to be the safest path. Id dan- 
gerous situations the guide advances a-head, with cautioas step, 
soundiog with his pole beforehand as in a sea heset with shoala. 

A little civility and familiarity on the part of the employer — the 
offer of a d^r irom the traveller's own cose, or a glass of brandy 
from his private flask — will rarely be thrown away; on the con- 
trary, it is likely to produce assiduity and communicativeness on 
the part of the guide. Many of them are fine athletic men, and tQ 
carry for 8 or 10 hours a-day, and for a distance of 25 or 30 miles, 
i load of 30 or 40 Iba. weight, is made light of bv tbein. 

Some travellers content themselvea with Keller's excellent map 
to guide them, and employ a mere porter to carry their baggage 
for them. Such a maa* in paid less than the professional guides ; 
3 or 4 ft. a-day will suffice for them ; others are satisfied with 
taking a guide only to cross the mountaios, from one valley into 
another, where, as before observed, they are really indispensable, 
lliose who travel in chars or on horseback will find that the 
driTer, or the man who accompanies the horse, will usually serve 
&s a guide, and render unnecessary the employment of any other 

Erson in that capacity. At Chamouni, however, the guides must 
hired distinct from the mules. Let it be observed that, wlien 
the travelling party includes ladies, a'guide is required to attend OQ 
each, during a mountain excursion, to lead down the horses, where 
the path is steep, and to lend their arms to the fair travellers, 
when the exigencies of the case require them to tUamount, and pro- 
ceed on foot. 

Even the aged or invalid female is by no means debarred the 
pleasure of taking a part in difficult mountain expeditions. T^ose 
who are too infirm either to walk or ride, may be carried over the 
moant^aBia &" cAaue-drporteurs" (Germ. Tragsesael), which is 
nothing more than a chair, carried in the manner of a R«lan, upon 
poles, by two bearers; two extra bearers must be taken to relieve 
m turn, and every man g— — '» "= f- — - ji— --j o ^ — i- — 
money for the days requirt 

{ 10. HOKaag AND HDLKS. 

Previous to 1800, or even later, until Napoleon commenced the 
maguificeiit carriage-roads over the Alps, which will assist in im- 
mOTtalieiug bis name, the only mode of conveying either passeM;erB 
or goods across them was on the back of horses or mules. Even 
now, upon all the minor passes, almost the entire traffic is carried 
on by means of them. In other instances, where the beauties of 
scenery attract an inflnx of strangers, mules are kept for their con- 
veyance, even where ttiey are not required for the transport of 
merchandise. 
- The customary hire of a horse or mnle throughout SwttcerUnd, 
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guide muat alao be taliea. Back-fare must be paid if the animals 
are dismiBsed at a distance from home, and at so late an hour of the 
day that they cannot return before nigbt. 

The ponies that are used iu the Berneee Oherland, on the Righi, 
and in other parts of Switzerland, are clever animals, tiiat will carry 
you up and down ascents perfectly impracticable to horses unused 
to the mountains ; but they are far distanced by the mules of Cba- 
mouDi and other parts of Savoy. Their sagacity, strength, and 
SurenesB of foot are really wonderful. The paOis wnich they ascend 
or descend with ease are steeper than any staircase, sometimes with 
ledges of rock, 2 or 3 fl. high, instead of steps. Sometimes they are 
covered with bioken fragments, between which the beasts must pick 
their way, at the risk of breakiug thpir legs ; at others, they traverse 
a narrow ledge of the mountain, with an aoyss on one side and a wall 
of rock on tlie other i and here the mul? invariably walks on the 
very verge of the precipice — a habit derived from the animal's I>eiDg 
accustomed to carry large packages of merchandise, which, if al- 
lowed to strike against the rock on one side, would destroy the mule's 
balance, and jostle him overboard. In such dangerous passes, the 
caution of the animal is very remarkable : he needs no rem to guide 
bim, but will pick his own way, and find out the best path, far better 
than bis rider can direct him ; and, in such circumstances, it is safer 
to let the' reins bang loose, and trust entirely to his sagacity, than to 
perplex bim by checking him with the curb, at a moment when, by 
confusing the animal, there will be risk of his losing his footing, 
and perhaps tumbling headlong. 

it is interesting to observe the patient animal, on reaching dan- 
gerous ground, smelling with his nose down like a dog, and trying 
uie surmce with his foot, before he will advance a step, as the poet 
has accurately described him ; — 

" Shunning the Took stone on the precipice — 
Snorting suspicion — vhile with sight, smell, touch. 
Trying, detecting, wheie the sur&ce smiled ; 
And with deliberate courage, sliding down. 
Where, in his sledge, the Laplander had lum'd 
With looks sghtut." — Rogrrt. 

Switzerland is well provided with inns; and those of the latve 
towns, such as the Baur, at Zurich, Gibbon, at Lausanne, the 
Faucon, at Bern, the Bergues and Couronne, at Geneva, the 
Betlevuc, at Thun, the Three Kings, at Basle, yield, in extent and 
good management, to few hotels in either France or Germany. 
Tlie great annual influx of strangers into the country is of the same 
importance to Switzerland that some additional branch of industry 
or commerce would be, and renders the profession of host most 
lucrative. Many of the Swiss innkeepers are very wealthy; itls 
Dot uncommon to find an individual in this capacity who is magis- 



trste, and it constantly happens that the}' are persons of such in- 
fluence in their canton or commune that it is difficult to obtain re* 
dress against them for aa injury or act of ioBolence, owing either to 
the interest they possess with the courts, or to their being abso- 
lutely themselves the justices. 

The approach to one of the first-rate hotels in the large towns, in 
the height of summer, exhibits rather a characteristic spectacle. 
The street before it is usually filled with several rows of veaicles of 
all sorts, from the dirty and rickety cal&che of the German voiturier, 
to the neat chariot of the English peer, and the less elegant, but 
equally imposing, equipage of the Russian prince. Before the 
doornay is invariably grouped a crowd of loitering servants and 
couriers, of all nations and languages, and two or three knots of 
postilions and coachmen on the look-out for employment. During 
the height of the season, should the traveller arrive late in the 
evening, the chances are against his being admitted, unless be hate 
sent or written ^eforchund to secure rooms. Ttiis object may 
sometimes be effected by the means of a fee to the courier of another 
party about to set out at an earlier hour. 

Couriers, voituriers, guides, and boatmen, are apt Bometimes to 
sell their employers to the innkeepers for a gratuity, so that travel- 
lers should not always implicitly follow the recommendations of 
such persons regarding inns ; and it is hoped that the list of inns, 
drawn up with much care, and given in this book, will render 
the traveller in future more independent of their recommendations. 
The innkeepers hitherto have been very much at the mercy of this 
class of persons, who invariably fare sumptuously, and certainly not 
at their own expense. It not unfrequently happens that the attend- 
ance which ought to be bestowed on the master is showered upon 
his menials. Wbenevcr a new inn is started, it is almost invariably 
by the lavish distribution of high gratuities to coachmen, couriers 
and the like, and by pampering them with the best fare, that the 
landlord endeavours to fill his house, to the prejudice both of the 
comfort and the purse of their masters. With few exceptions, 
therefore (which are specified in the following pages), the writer 
has generally found himself best oiF in the old estabnsbed houses. 

It may be laid down as a general rule, that the wants, tastes, and 
habits of the English are more carefully and successfully studied in 
the Swiss inns than even in those of Germany. At most of the 
large inns, there is a lale TabU'd'hdte dinner at 4 or 5 o'clock, 
expressly for the English ; and the luxury of tea may always be 
had tolerably good. Several wealthy innkeepers have even gone so 
tar as to build English chapels for their guests, or have endowed a 
clergyman with a stipend to perform the church service on Sundays, 
as at Tbun, Lucerne, &c., as an inducement to English travellers to 
pass the Sunday with them. Cleanliness is to be met with almost 
everywhere, until you reach the S. slopes of the Alps and the ap- 
proach to Italy. In canton Bern, in particular, the inns, even in 
the small and remote villages, are patterns of neatness, such as 
even fastidious travellers may be contented with. 
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■ The following liit of usual Chargei will serve to guide travellers/ 
and to protect Ihem from extortion and imposition on the part of 
those innkeepers or couriers who may be disposed to take adTan- 
ta^ of them. Couriers have hitherto been too often in the balnt 
of expecting a per centage on the innkeeper's bilis, besides being 
lodged and fed gratis, that is to say, at their master's expense, who 
of course, in the end, must pay for these perquisites. By promnl> 
gating a statement of fair prices, the editor is assured Dy corre- 
SpODdents, that be has contributed to spoil this iniquitous trade on 
tbe part of many of the couriers, while it deprives the landlord of all 
exbuse for adding to bis proper charges. It will render tbe inn- 
keeper independent of these gentry, instead of being liable to mali- 
cious slanders, calculated to injure or ruin his house, in case 
he runs the risk of offending them by opposing tbeir unjust exac- 

Tbe usual Charges are, for dinner at the early table-d'h6te — 
3 Fr. fr. = 20 batz. Later ditto, 4 Fr. fr. 
. Dinner, in private, S fi". per head for 1 or 2 persons, at the more 
expensive inns ; and from 3 to 4 fr. per bead for a party at smaller 

Beds, I) to 2 fr. = 10 to 13 batz. 

Breakfast or tea, 1^ fr., with honey and bread and butter; 1] to 
2 fr. = 10 to 14 batz, with eggs or cold meat. 

To this is added, in most of tbe larger inns, a charge of 1 fr. for 
a wax candle, to swell the bill ; but this ought always to be resisted 
unless the guest prefers wax candles to tallow. 

The charges for Moonu vary according to their situation on the 
loner floors, and the views they command ; but tbe best suite of 
apartments, in firit-rate inns, ought not to eiceed^4 fr. a-day, for a 
sitting-room or salon, and 3 fir. for each bed. 

A party of 3 or * persons staying a week or more, even in a first- 
rate, hotel, ought not to pay more than 8 fr. each, board and locking, 
including servants, per diem. 

Hire of a carriage, with 2 horses, per diem, 18 fr. Ditto, for 
half a-day, 10 tr. Washing a carriage and greasing the wheels, 3 to 
5 fr., accor^ng to its size. 

It must be remembered that two sets of charges are generally, 
and oflen most unfairly, made, one for natives, or Germans, and 
another for the English ; on the principle, that the latter have both 
longer purses, and also more numerous wants, and are more diffi- 

The servants are remunerated nearly as in Germany — 1 fr. a-day 
is ample from each person for the whole household, including the 
cleaning of clothes, boots, and shoes. 

It is often remarked by the English that the Germans jtay very 
little to the servants at inns ; but they should bear in mind how 
much less trouble the Germans give, and how slight the attendance 
which the^ require, generally speaking. 

French is almost invariably spoken at the inns, even in the Ger- 
man cantons, except in remote parts, as in the aide valleys of the 
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OHeoDBl NeTert&elesB, the G!erman langaage is a very Taluable- 
acquisition to the tra?eller. 

Sniss inns have, in general, the reputation of being expensive,' 
and the innkeepers of being extortionate. A recent journey through 
tiie greater part of the country has scarcely affi>rded an instance of 
dther; but, where such cases have occurred, notice has been taken, 
oftheminthe following pages. At roinorand remote inns, ma- 
HiBliTres are sometimes resorted to for the purpose of detaining the 

Among the mdiuitains, the traveller may obtain, in perfection, 
the smaU alpine trout, which are of great excellence ; sometimes, 
also, chamois venison, which, by the tvay, is far inferior to park 
venison ; wild strawberries are very abundant, and, with a copioDS 
sdmikture of delicious cream, — the staple commodity of the Alpi, 
— are by no means to be despised. 

Those who enter a Swiss inn, tired, hot, and thirsty, after a lonff 
walk or dusty ride, may ask for a bottle of " limonade gazeuse, 
UDder which name they will recognise a drink nearly resembling 
^nger beer, hut with more acidity, and, when good, very refireshing. 
It supplies here the |ilace of hock and Seltaer-water on the Rhine. 

The best Swiss wmes are those of Neuchatel and Vaud ; such as' 
they are procured at inns, they merit no ^reat praise. An effer- 
vescing sweet Sardinian wine (vin d'Asti) is common, and may bs 
resorted to for a change. 

Xbtes of Information which ought to be hvng up, by InnAeepers, on 
the Walla ofeveri/ Coffee-room for Travellers. 

" Prices of all Article) supplied kg IhelHotel. Meals — Table- 
d'hr^te — Wmes — Baths — ^Carriages, &c 

" Public Cotweyanccs. Jifails — their Time of Starting — Price 
to various Places — Time of Arrival — Diligences, ditto — Steam- 
boats, ditto— Othcj- Boats, ditto— Printed Papers of Steam-packetb 
to England and down the Bhine — Fiacres. 

" There ought to be hung up on the walls a Map of the town, if 
there is one — Map of the adjaceot country — Map of tbe kingdom. 
A Dii%ct<iry of the town, if published, should always be kept m the 
coffee-roam. 

"Distinct compartments on the walls should be secured ibr dif. 
ferent advertisements, affiches, &c. In large cities, lists of theatre* 
and operas. Every hotel ought to have in the hall, ot where tha 
keys are kept, a large board with the numbers of each ajiattment, 
and a space opposite in which the name of the occupier is written. 
The best hotels have this, and it ia a very great convenience to 
enable travellers to discover tbeir friends. A book is of little use, 
because it is never kept up to the time. 

"If the card of the hotel has printed on its reverse a small map of 
the town, with a dark spot for the hotel, it is extremely useful. _ 

"Several hotels, on the Rhine and elsewhere, have charged a single 
traveller (who supped in the coffee-room and slept one night) a frank 
for wax candles. This is not to be admitted, unless he have a private 
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BittinK-room. I have never paid it, finding it im mediately with- 
drawn on remonBtraDce. If travellers will not remonstrate, they . 
will be compelled to pay it on the plea of custom. 

"It is the interest of every hotel- keeper to supply his guests with 
information, relative to the modes of leaving him : this renders their 
return more probable." — C. B.' 

\ 12. — SIRECTIOHS FOR IHAVELLEKS, ! 



The beat season for travelling^ amone; the Alps is the months of 
July, August, and September, in which may, perhaps, be included 
the last half of June. The higher Alpine passes are scarcely 
clear of snow before the second week of June ; and before the 
middle of October, snow almost invariably falls on the high Alps : 
though the weather is often still serene, the nights draw in so fast 
as to curtail, inconveniently, the day's journey. During the long 
days, one may get over a great deal of ground. The judicious 
traveller will economize the daylight by rising, and setting forth as 
soon after sun-rise as passible. 

The average daily expense of living at the best inns in Switzer- 
land will vary between 8 Fr. fr. and 10 fr. a-day, excluding all charge 
for conveyances, horses, and guides. The pedestrian who, with Keller 
in his pocket, can dispense with a guide, may travel in the remoter 
valleys of Switzerland at the rate of 5 to 7 fr. a-day, provided he 
knows' German and French. The German students, who under- 
stand the art of travelling economicHlly, always proceed in a party, 
and usually send on one of their numiKr a-head, to their intended 
nigbt- quarters, to make terms with the innkeeper. There is this 
advantage in travelling with a party, that numbers are more welcomed 
at an inn and better attended to than a solitary individual ; on the 
other hand, when inns are full, few stand a better chance than many. 
All arrangements for the hire of carriages, horses, or guides, should be 
concluded over-night : he that waits till the morning will generally 
£nd either the conveyances engaged by others, or the price demanded 
for them increased, and, at all events, his departure delayed. 

Saussure recommends those who are inexperienced in Alpine 
travelling to accustom themselves for some time before they set 
out to look down from heights and over precipices, ao that, when 
they really enter upon a dangerous path, the eye may be fami- 
liarized with the depths of the abyss, and the aspect of danger, and 
the bead relieved from the vertigo which the sudden sight of a pre- 
cipice is otherwise apt to produce. 

It is scarcely necessary to repeat the caution against " drinking 
cold water" or cold milli, when heated; but the guides, 'and natives 
accustomed to mountain travelling, never drink before resting ; 
exercise afterwards will render the draught harmless. 

■ " EvMj Jteimer or cMher boat oiiBhl to have huni up In il Ihc Uiif of prIcM. Thli It 
r»TBlj omitled (eictpt on iho I.»kB orOineva), ■nd when omlttaf, lra»eller» Ml«ri luppom 
Jhnr are charged higher thin the neliTH. ./ ■ 

uid dUlgeDcei, rmm the pdnli M whJdi the; lEop." 
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It is tiresome and unprofitable in the extreme to walk along a level 
road at tbe bottom of a valley, nhere conveyances are to be bad, 
and there is a carriage-road : here it is best to ride ; the cost of a 
oonveyance is counterbalanced by the economy of time. 

In crossing one of the minor passes of the Alps — those not 
traversed by carriage- roads, but merely by foot or bridle-paths — s 
guide should always be taken, as, in the upper part of the valleys, 
such paths almost invariably disappear, and become confounaed 
with the foot-tracks of the cattle. This rule should especially be 
observed when the pass terminaEcs in snow or glacier. It is also 
advisable to eschew short cuts, remembering the old proverb ttf 
" Ibe longest way round." 

After ^e middle of June, when the season for travelling iuSwitzer* 
land begins, little danger is to be feared from avalanches, except 
immediately after snow-storms, which constantly occur among the 
high Alps, even in the height of summer. The precautions to be 
iidopted in crossing spots exposed to avalanches are stated in } 18. 

It is rash to attempt to cross a glacier without a guide, and he 
should always be allowed to take the lead, and the traveller follow 
his footsteps. The few instances of fatal accidents occurring to 
Strangers among the Alps arise from their either not taking a guide 
with them, or neglecting to follow his advice. In the same way, in 
traversing Swiss lakes, notorious for their sudden storms, implicit 
reliance should be placed on the advice of the boatman, and no 
fittempt should be made to induce them to launch their boats when 
tbey foresee danger, 

Avoid, sedulously, stopping for the night near the embouchure 
of a river, where it empties itself into a lake. The morasses and 
fiat land, created by the deposits of the river, are the hotbeds of 
malaria, and inevitably teem with disease. To stop in such situa- 
tions for the night will probably be followed by a fever ; and it is 
even dangerous to sleep in a boat or carriage in crossing such 
districts. Should, however, any accident compel the traveller to lake 
up his night-quarters in such a spot, let him choose the highest 
house in the village, and the uppermost room in the house ; the 
malaria does not rise above a certain height ; and let him close 
carefully the windows. It is, however, far better to walk on all 
night, BQould there be no other means of advancing or avoiding a 
spot so situated, than to run the risk. Such morasses are most 
dangerous in spring and autumn, 

Signs of the Weather among the Mountains. — When, in the 
evening, the wind descends the valley, it is usually a sign of fine 
weather ; the contrary when it ascends. ' The same may be said of 
the march of Ihe clouds at all times of the day. 

When the roar of the torrent and the knell of the church-bell 
reach the ear, at one time loud and clear, at another, iudi:<tinct and 



apparently distant, it is a warning of rt 
. If, when tl ' ' ■ ~ ■• 



n the clouds clear off, atler several days of rain, the mouni- 
tain-tops appear white with fresh snow, steady, fine weather will 
Almpst invariably follow. 
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It is a. bad bikh when the outline of the distant mountain -peaks 
appears particularly sharp and defined — cut out, as it were, against 
the horizon. 

To cure blistered Feet. — Rubthefeet at going to bed with spirits, 
mixed with tallow dropped from a candle into the palm of the 
hand ; on the following morning no blister will exist. The spirits 
seem to possess the healing power, the tallow Eerring only to keep 
the akin soft and pliant. This is Captain Cochrane's advice, and 
this remedy was used by him on his " Pedestrian Tour." To pre- 
vetit the feet blistering, it is a good plan to soap the inside of the 
Btockiug l>efore setting out. 

At the head of the list of requisites for travelling in Saitzerland 
may properly be placed Keller's admirable road map of that country, 
which indicates, not ooly every place and every road, but distin- 
iniiahes each kind of road, whether carriage, char, bridle-road, or 
foot-path ; marking at tiie same time the heights of the mountains, 
the 4epths of the lakes, the waterfalls, points of view, and other 
remarkable objects. It almost enables the traveller to dispense 
with a guide. Of course, it cannot be faultless, but its errors are 
rsmarkably few. 

' Travellers should provide themselves with the Swiss edition of 
this map, published by Keller himself, at Zurich. Both th6 
English and French copies of it are very inferior both in clesmese 
andaecuracy. 

. Aeqaiatet for TraoeUing. — The following hints are principally 
addressed to those who intend to make perfe<(rton journeys. 

. Tb^fhoes ought to be double-soled, provided with hob-nails, such 
bs are worn in shooting in England, and without iron heels, whicb 
are dangerous, and liable to slip in walking over rocks ; three rows 
of nails are better : the weight of a shoe of this kind ii counter* 
balanced - by the efTectual protection afforded to the feet againat 
sharp rocks and loose stones, which cause contusions^ and are a 
great source of fatigue and pain. They should be so large as not 
to pinch any part of the foot. The experienced pedestrian never 
commences a journey with new shoes, but widi a pair that have 
already coQfonned to the shape of the feet. Cotton stockings cut 
Ite feet to pieces on a long walk ; in their place, thick knit worsted 
■ocks, or cotton stockings with worsted feet, ou(^t invariably to \yb 
.worn. Gaiters are useful in wet weather to keep the socks clean ; 
at other times to prevent small sliiaeE from &lluig into the sboe^ 
bU they are liable to heat the ankles. It is advisable to travel in 
cldth trowsers, not in linen, which afibrds no protection against ralB 
or dianees of temperature in mountain regions. A frock coat is 
better than a shooting jacket, wliich, though well enough in remote 
^places, is strange, ana will attract notice in the streets of a foreign 
.town. 

A very serviceable ari:ic1e ia a traveller's wardrobe is a Bloute 
(Kittel in German), somewhat resembling a ploughman's rmoek- 
frock in England, but by no nieans confined to the lower ordet^ 
abroad, as it is a common travelling costume of nobles, gentlea, snd 
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peasants. It may be worn either over the usual dress, to lieep it 
cleaa and free from duat, or it may be Bubstituted for the coat in 
hot weather. Thia kind of garment may be purchased resdy-ioade 
in any German town. The best colour is brown ; blue is usually 
worn by agricultural labourers only. A knapiack may be purchased 
at a much cheaper rate abroad, and on a much better pUn than 
those made in England. Portmanteaus are better in Eo^Iaod than 
any where el»e. A waterproof coat or cloak is aloiost icdiapen sable, 
and it is difficult to procure one abroad. 

A jiaih, to hold brandy and kirschwasser, is necessary on tnoutt- 
tain excursions : it should be remembered, however, that spirilB 
ought to be resorted to less as a restorative than as a protection 
a^Dst cold and wt^, aud to mix with water, which ought uerer to 
be drunk cold or unmixed during a walk. The best reatoratJve is 
lao, and as there are some parts of the Continent in which this 
luxury cannot be procured good, it is advisable to take a small 
quantity from England. Good tea, however, may be Imught in 
jBollana, and in most of the large towns of Germany, 

Carey, optician, 181, Strand, makes excellent pocket teletcopea, 
about four inches long, combining, with a small sice, considemble 
power and an extensive range. Black glass spectacles are the b^t 
protection for the eyes against the glare of the sun in a southern 
climate. i 

A stout leather or canvas bag, to hold silver crown pieces and 
dollars ;' — cards, or pieces of parchment, for writing directions for 
the baggage (the managers of public conveyances abroad often imisi 
upon each package being addressed, before they will take charge of 
it) ; — Bad one or two leather straps, to keep together books or small 
parcels, will be found very useful. 

Paper, pea and ink, and aoap, should by all means be deposited 
in the knapsack, being articles difficult to meet with at «vary plso& 
Berrv's jpatent inkstands and fire-boxes are mudt to be reofHa* 
mended tor their poitability. 

The pedestrian, in packmg his knapsack, if he intend to carry it 
«>B his own back, should not allow its wdght to exceed 20 Ibe., even 
if he be strong. The most part of travellers, however zealous at 
first in bearing their own pa^, ^row tired of it after a day or two| 
transferriiig it to a guide, who, if young and stout, will carry wiw 
the grostest ease a weight of 35 or 40 lbs. 

. The alpeattock is an almost indisp«isable companion upc^ 
mountain Journeys, and may be procured everywhne.in SwitierluM 
for S f r. It ia a sfieut pole, about 6 ft. long, with an' iron apike st 
one end for use, and a chamois' born for soow at the other. The 
pedestrian t>ho has once, tried it, will fully appreciate its.uses as a 
ptoff and leapiaS'pole, but cbieSy as a support in dsKendifig the 
mountains; it then becomes, as it were, a third leg: It enables 
One to transfer a part of the we^ht of the body from the legs to the 
arms, which is a great relief in descending long and steep hille. 
By the aid of it, the chamcns-huaters glide down snow-oorared 
sIopH) almost perpendicular, checking the velocity of their course, 
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when it hecotneB too great, by leaning baclt, and driving (lie point 
deeper into the snow. Tii crossing glaciers, it is iddi^p en sable, to 
feel the streDgtti of the ice, and ascertain whether it be free from 
crevices and able to bear the weight. 

When about to traverse the glaciers for any distance, the tra- 
veller should provide himself with a green gauze veil to cover 
his face, and with coloured spectacles to protect bis eyes from 
the glare of the snow, which is very painful, and often pro- 
duces temporaiT blindness. IJp-salve, or some kind of grease, 
to anoint the skin of the face, and prevent it from blietering and 
peeling off, should also be taken. Further requisites for such an 
eipedition are — ropes to attach the travellers and their guides 
together, bo that, in case one fall or slip into a crevice, his descent 
may be arrested by the others ; iron crampons for the feet — 
the surface of the glacier, though soft in the middle of the day, 
becomes hard and very slippery as soon as the sun begins to de- 
cline ; a ladder, to cross those crevices which are too broad to leap 
over ; and a hatchet, to cut steps or resting-places for the feet, in 
the ice. 

These preparations are quite unnecessary for a mere visit to the 
glaciers of Chamouni or Grindelwald, &nd are required only when 
n journey over them of many hours', or of one or two days dura- 
tion, is meditated. ' 

} 13. ohjbcts most besebving or notice in swiizKai-iND — thb 



In order to travel with advantage in a country previously un.* 
known, something more seems necessary than a mere detail of 
certain lines of road, and an enumeration of towns, villages, mount 
tains, &c. The following section has been prepared with a view to 
iiimish such preliminary information as may enable the tourist to 
turn bis time to the best account ; to decide where to dwell, and 
where to pass quickly. The task is difficult: let this serve as an 
excuse for its imperfect execution. 

Switzerland owes the subUmity and diversified beauty of its 
scenery, which it possesses in a greater degree, perhaps, tnan any 
other country of the globe, to the presence of the Alps — the loftiest 
mountains of Europe, the dorsal ridge or back-bone, as it were, of 
the Continent. These run through the land, and occupy, with their 
main trunk, or minor spurs and ofisets, nearly its whole surface. 
They attain the greatest height along the S. and E. frontier line of 
Switzerland ; but as they extend N., subsiding and gradually open- 
ing out to allow a passage to the Rhine and its tributaries, tbey are 
met by the minor chain of the Jura, which forms the N. W. boun- 
dary of Switzerland. It is fh)m the apex of this advanced guard, 
as it were, of the Alps, or from one of the intermediate outlying 
hills, that the traveller, on entering the country, obtains the first 
view of the great central chain. From the brow of the bill, at the 
fhrther extremity of a landscape, composed of undulating country 
r— woods, hills, villages, lakes, and silvery, winding rivers — s^ffl" 
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dent of itself to riret the attention, he will discoTer what, if he has 
not before enjoyed the glorious spectacle of a snowy mountaia, he 
will protiably take for a border of fleecy cloud floating along the 
horizon. The eye, unaccustonied to objects of such magnitude fails 
at first to convey to the mind the notion, that these clearly defined 
white masses are mountains 60 or 70 miles off. Distance and the 
intervening atmosphere have no effect in diminishing the intense 
vhite of the snow ; it glitters as pure and unsullied as if it bad just 
fallen close at hand. 

There are many points of view whence the semicircular array of 
Alpine peaks, presented at once to the eye, extends for more than 
120 miles, from the Mont Blanc to the Titlis, and comprises be- 
tween 200 and 300 distinct summits, capped with snow, or bristling 
with bare rocks, having their iiiterslices filled with towering 
glaciers: — 

" Who first beholds those everUatlng clouds ~ 
Those mighty hills, so shailowy, so sublinie, 
Ab rntlier to belong to hcsvcn thsn earth — 
But inatHQtly receiTea into his soul 
A sense, a feeling, that he loses not — 
A wnnething that jufbrmB him 'tis an hour 
Whence he majr dale henceforward and for erer." — Bogai, 

It was such a prospect that inspired those remarkable Unes of 
Byron: — 

*' Above me are the Alps, 

The palaces of Nature, whose vast walls 

Have pinnacled in clouds their snow; scalps, 

And throned Eternitjr in ley halls 

Of cold Bubliroitj, where forms and falls 

The AvaUnche — (he thundetbott of snow ! 

All that expands the spirit, yet appals. 

Gather around the summits, as to show 
How earth may soar to heaven, yet leave vain man below." 
The points from which such an Atpine panorama maybe eqjoyed 
to the greatest advantage are : — 

The Dole, above St. Cergues, on ibe road from Dijon to Geneva ; 
The Chaumont, above Neucbatel ; 
The 'Weissenatein, aljove Soleure ; 

The Upper and Lower Hauenstein, on the road from Basle to 
Soleure and Lucerne ; 

The Albis, between Zurich and Zug ; 

Monte Salvadore, rising amid the intricacies of the Lago Lugano; 

The Kamor, near Gais, in St. Gall; 

The Righi, between the lakes of Zug and Lucerne ; 

The Faulhorn, adjoining the Bernese Alps. 

The Upper and Lower Hauenstein. ^ 

The Kothhorn, above Brienz. 



xzxiv i 13< — Obfectt mott desermng ofNatioe in Smtzeria^d. 

U< proximity to tbe great chain, asd the Hig:h Alpa rising close at 
baod are seen from it to great advantage. The passion for climbing 
])U)Utit«inii, BO ardent in a ^ouiig trBVeller, soon cools ; and they 
yiba bave auriuounted the Righi, the Faulbora, or Bothhorn, and Um 
Sdle, may faicly consider any further asoenta a waste of time and 
Ixbour. 

For a near vitw of Alpine scenery, amidst tbe receaseE of the 
mouDtains the spota nhicb sSbrd a coocentration of the most grand 
and sublime objects are the valleyii of the Bernese Oberland, and those 
Vound the base of Mont Blanc, including, of course, Chamomi. 
It b in these two districts that the combination of fine forroa, and 
great elevation in the raounlaias ; of vast extent of glaciers and 
snow fields, with tbe accompaniments of the roar of the aTalaache 
And the rush of tbe falling torrent — are roost remarkable. Here, 
in particular, the glaciers, the most characteristic feature of tfais 
country, are seento greatest advantage — not only those fantastically 
fractured masses of iceberg which descend into tbe low grounds, 
but those vast fields of ice, called Mers de Glace.. To Chamouni, 
and the neighbourhood of Mont Blanc, of the two, must be given 
tbe preference, in poiut of sublimity ; and the traveller will, for this 
reason, do well in reserving Mont Bianc, with its altendaat aiguilles 
and circumambient leagues of ice, for t^e tenaination of his tour, 
and the crowning act of his Journey. 

■ ■' The very best delineations of Saiiss scenery, glaciers, pafiea, 
travelling incidents, ^-c, are given in the large, lithographic views 
of Mr. George Barnard. They combine in a. high degree pictures* 
quenees with truth. They are far superior to the views wbich are 
to be found in the Swiss print shops. 

The Glaciers of the Aar, near the Grimsel (which may be com- 
prised in tbe Bernese Oberland) ; that of the Rhone, near the 
Furca; those of the Rhine, above Spliigen; and of the Bemina, in 
the Engadine — are likewise deserving of mention from their eztont. 
That of Rosenlaui is celebrated for its extreme purity, and the dark 
blue colour of its chasms. 

' Laies. — .Madame de Sta^I has somewhere remarked, on the 
proximity of lakes to mountains, that nature seems to have placed 
them in the midst of her grandest scenes, at tbe foot of the Alps, in 
order to serve as mirrors to them, and multiply their enchanting 
forms. Lakes are very numerous in Switierland, and they certainly 
add a principal charm to its scenery. It is difficult to classify them 
according to their respective merits, as almost everv one has some 
peculiarity which characterises it and renders it worthy of attention. 
The most remarkable are, the Lake of Lnceme, wbich eiihibits in 
perfection savage grandeur and sublimity ; Wallenstadt, Thun, and 
Brienz, all thoroughly Swiss ; the Lake of Geneva, or Lac Leman, 
distinguished for its great extent, and for the diversified character 
it prea^its, being at one end rugged and sublime, at tbe other soft 
and smiling — it occupies an intermediate rank between the Swiss 
and Italian lakes. These last, that is to say, Magg'O''^- Lugano, 
and Cumu, may be included in the tour of Switzerland, either frotn 
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portions of tbem beiDg actually eitnated withm its temlory, or from 
tb«ir Tidnity to it. Their characMr ia rather smiling than frown- 
ing; they are blessed with a southern climate, in addition to their 
own attractjoQs; their thickets are groves of orange, olive, myrtle, 
and poraegranate ; and their habitations are villaa and palaces. 
Along' with the lakes named above must be mentioned the little 
idake of Orta, which, though situated in Piedmont, lies so closa to 
the Simplon, and pouesses such high claims to notice fron it* 
Bui^asaing beauty, that no traveller, approaching that comer «f 
Switzerland to which it is a neighbour, should omit to visit it. 
- Hie attempt to fix an order of precedence for the Switg uiater- 
falls is not likely to meet with general approval, becanse much of 
mected wttb them depends on the seasons and the 



weather, as well as on the taste and temper of the spectator. 
fine water&ll is, indeed, a magnificent spectacle ; but it will he 
appreciated, not merely by its own ments, but, to use a mer- 
cantile phrase, according to the abundance of the supply. Kow, 
in Switzerland, waterfalls are as numerous as blackberries. The 
traveller, after b week or fortnight's jonmey, in pettered by 
them, and will hardly turn his head aside to look at a fall whidi, 
if it were in Great Britain, would make the fortune of an 
English watering-place, and attract visiters half-way across our 
island to behold it. The fact seems to be that there ia a certain 
monotony and similarity in all falls of water; and, after the curiosity 
has once been satiated by the sight of three or four, it is tiresome 
to go out of one's wav to visit another, unless it be much finer, and 
have a distinctive character from any seen before. Thus, then, 
there is utility even in an attempt to classify these natural objects. 

1. The Fafi of the Hhine, at Schaffhausen, deserves the first 
rank, from the volume of water , but it is rather a cataract than a 
cascade — it wants height. 

2. Fall of the Aar, at Handek, combines a graceful shoot with 
great elevation; an abounding river, and a grand situation. It 
may be said to attain almost to perfection — CTemi being a perfect 
waterfall.) 

3. Fall of the Tosa, in the Val Formazza : remarkable less for 
its form than for the vast volume of water, hut in this respect very 
£ne indeed, and well worth a visit. 

4. The Staubbach, or Dust Fall: athreadorscarf of water, so thin 
-that it is dispersed into spray before it reaches the ground ; beau- 
tiful, however, from its height and graceful wavinga. 

.S. The Giesbach, on (he lake of Brienz. 

6. The Fall of the Sallenche, near Martigny, sometimes called 
Ksaevache. 

7. Reichenbach Fall. 

8. The Fall of Pianazzo, or of the Medessimo, on the Spliigen. 

9. Turtmagne Fall, near the Simplon road. 

Other falls, too numerous to mention, are not placed (to use the 
language of the race-course) ; though, in any other country but 
Switzerland or Norway, they would deserve especial notice. 
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The design at this enumeration is to spare the traveller a long 

walk, or a day's journey, to see a faU, probably inferior to others 
nhich be has already seen. 

The principal and most interesting of the Sa>it» Alpine Paiiet 
(see } 15) are the Simplon, the St. Gothard, the Spliigen, and the 
Bemardin, regarding at once their acenery, and the magnificent 
and skilfully constructed carriage' roads whicb have been made over 
them. Of passes not traversed by carriage -roads, the moat striking, 
in point of scenery, are those of the Monte Moro and Cervin, be* 
tween the Vallaia and Piedmont ; the Tete Noire and Col de Balme, 
leading to Cbamouni ; tbe Grimscl, Furca, and the Gries, branching 
off at the head of the valley of the Rhone ; tbe Gemmi, one of the 
most singular of all the passes j and the Great St. Bernard, chiefly 
visited on account of its celebrated Hospice. 

Alpine Gorges. — Especially deserving of notice are some of the 
avenues leading up to tneae passes ; in many instances mere cracksi 
or fissures, cleaving the mountains to the depth of several thousand 
feet. 

None of these defiles at all approach the Ravine of the Via Mala, 
one of the most sublime and terrific scenes anywnere among the 
Alps. The gorge of the Schollenen, on the St. Gothard ; that of 
Gondo, on the Simplon; and that extraordinary glen, in whose 
depths the Baths of Pfeffen are sunk — one of the most wonderful 
scenes in Switzerland — also deserve mention. 

The most beautiful Shi\s& Valleys are those of Hasli, near Mey- 
i-ingen ; the Simmenthal ; the Vale of Sarnen ; the Kanderthal ; 
the Vallee de Gmydres, and Ormonds, or Pays d'en Ilaut Koraand 
— all distinguished for their quiet pastoral character, and the soft- 
ness and luxuriance of their verdure. And here it may be remarked 
that the traveller in Switzerland roust not suppose that beauty of 
scenery is confined to the High Alps : the Jura, and the intermediate 
undulating country, which, though still greatly elevated above the 
sea, may be called the Lowlands, in reference to the Highlands of 
Switzerland, abound in peculiar and unobtrusive beauties — hills 
tufted with woods, among whicb picturesque masses of bare rock 
project at intervals, slopes bursting with rills, and meadows which, 
by the aid of copious irrigation, yield three crops of grass a-year, 
presenting at all seasons a carpet of the liveliest verdure, and of a 
texture like velvet, equal to that of the best-kept English lawns ; — 
such are the beauties of these lowland scenes. The frequent hedge- 
rows, the gardens before the cottages, and the neatness of the 
dwellings — the irregular, winding roads, free from the straight 
monotony and everlasting avenues of France and Germany — re- 
mind one frequently of England. There are, besides, among the 
Jura, many scenes of great grandeur; such, especially, is presented 
by the Val Moutiers, or Miinster Thai, between Basle and Bienne ; 
the pass of Klus, at the foot of the Ober-Hauen stein. The Lac de 
Joint. 
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With regard to the m^ural benutieg of Snitierland, there eao be 
bat oneeentiment of admiratioD. On the subject of the moral condt- 
tion of the Steiss, and of their character as a nation, there ia much 
greater variety of opinion, though the larger portion of impartial 
nitaesaes nill concur io a low and unfavourable estimate of them. . 



Winkelried, are wofully falsified, for the moat part, on srrlTine 
upon the spot. If he take the trouble to inquire into the poltticu 
state of the country, be will find a Govemtaent almost powerless^ 
a confederacy without unity, split into parties bydisseotient religious 
and opposing political interests, and nearly every canton either torn 
by contending factions, or actually split into two, and as much dis* 
severed as though it consisted of two separate states. Patriots are 
scarce in the land of Tell^ and that combLna.tion of petty republics 
which, while firmly united, not only withstood the shocks of foreign 
invasion, secure in its mountain' fastnesses, but shattered and an- 
nihilated the apparently overwhelming armaments of Austria and 
Burgundy, not in one battle, but on almost every occasion when 
opposed to them, must now submit to be propped up by its neigh- 
bours ; and, as a necessary consequence, must endure and stomach 
the diplomatic insults which are constantly heaped upon it. 

The poverty of the land, its slight capabilities for improvements, 
its deSciency of resources in proportion to the extent of its popula- 
tion, have given rise to that venality of character which has pass«l 
into a proverb ; a reproach by no means removed, even m the 
present day. Notwithstanding their long enjoyment of liberty and 
free institutions, id spite of the glorious examples of their history, 
we do not find the nation actuated by that independence and noble- 
ness of sentiment which might be expected. On the contrary, a 
spirit of time'Serving and a love of money appear the influencing 
motives in the national character, and the people who have enjoyed 
freedom longer than any other in Europe, are principally distin- 
guished for fighting the battles of any master, however tyrannical, 
who will buy their services ; for aenditig forth the most obsequious 
and drudging of valets ; for extortionate innkeepers ; and, among 
the lower class of Swiss, for almost universal mendicity : for to beg 
appears to be regarded as no degradation, and is taught by parents 
to their children less from necessity than as a sort of speculation. 
The Tyrolese, the neighbours of the Swiss, and their partners in the 
same cold climate and unproductive Alpine region, exhibit a re- 
markable contrast to them in this and other respects. 

It is more pleasing to dwell on another result of Swiss poverty, 
viz., the impulse it has given to commercial industry and manufac- 
tures. The natural disadvantages of an inland country, into which 
the raw material must be conveyed, almost exclusively on the axle, 
over snowy passes, and by long journeys, have been overcome ; and 
in the excellence of her manufactured articles Switzerland competes 
with England, while she often surpasses her in cheapness. 

The demoraliaing effect produced upon the Swiss by the great 
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InfiuK of travellers into tbeir country, is explained in tbe folloning 
temperate and jadidous remarks from LatroDe'i 'Alpenitock' ; — 
- " It cannot be denied that Che character of tbe msjorit; of tbe 
Swiss peasantry, whose bobitations are unfbrtnnately In the nrig;h- 
Ixwrbood of tbe main rontes of trBTellers, or of the particular poiiita 
of interest to whidi they lead, is most contemptiUe ; that in stich 
parts it is not only Ttun to-^xpect to find those simple and ^ilelen 
nannen which in Mme past were associated with the name of the 
inhabitants of theae moiuitainB, but that even common morality is 
«ut of the qnestion. There ia B disposition in the majority of those 
who have been at all exposed to temptation to take advantage of 
Um ignorance of travellers, to make the most exorbitant demanite^ 
and to go to the greatest possible length in the system of extortion 
and deception. Even in those parts of tbe country nher« tbe op«a 
profligeoy of tbe cases brought before tbem bas excited the attea- 
tion and provoked tbe surveillance of tbe magistrates, and where, 
in coiiEequenbe, a kind of jnst price has been set upon various arti- 
cles, opportunities arealways greedily seized upon to turn a dis- 
honest peony, wben it can be done witbout serious. risk. 

"This tbe writer knows to be unquestionably the iact; yet he must 
candidly add, what be also knows from obsBTvation, that the absurd 
conduct and unreasonable folly of travellerN have strengthened the 
spring of this dishonest propensity in a very great degree: and 
while many a.juit complaint bas been made against the extortion of 
tiiQse with whom the traveller must come in contact, many an wb- 
reasonable accusation has also been preferred, under circumstanceB 
vbicb would not allow the plaintiff to make his case good. An 
individual who is satisfied, while travelling in a country like this, to 
identify himself as much as possible with the people among whom 
hois thrown — who la contented with the general style of living, vrith 
the produce of the oountiy, and, more especially, with tbe customary 
lu>urs of eating and sleeping, has certainly reason to complain, if tbe 
mere circumstance of his being a stranger is deemed a sufficient 
apology for making bim the object of unprincipled spoliation and 
imposition. . 

"But if the travellers be of another mind and order — if they pass 
through the country, as hundreds do, with their eyes shut to the 
style and manners of the people and difference of their habits from 
our own, and intent upon keeping up tbeir usual style of corporeal 
indulgence as much as possible — suchhave not tbe same reason in 
their complaints ; which is a lesson many bave bad to learn, by the 
refusal of tbe magistrate to interfere in the quarrel, or by having a 
verdict given agamst them. 

" I have seen a party of English arrive at a mountain cabaret at 
nightfall, when tbe host and bis family would, in tbe usual course 
of things, bave been thinking of their beds ; they order dinner, and 
insist upon having flesh, fish, or fowl, foreign wines and liqueurs, 
just as though they were at tbe Star and Garter at Richmond ; 
abuse the master and the domestics, dine at eight or nine, and sit 
over their cheer till past midnight. Mine host can put up with a 
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good deal of extra trouUe, with no amall qnaatity of abuse, and vill 
stay up all night with considerable temper, because he knows tie 
ean maketham pa? for it in hard Doiiey. 

" The next raornhig, is ntigfat be anticipated, he handi in a biU 
of nearly aa many dollars as they had expected francs, without doubt 
exorbitant and 'everofaorged, but at any rate there are plaasible 
excuses fortbii exorbrtaocyi 

" The host will Fhrug his shoolden, in answer to their ill-expreued 
and angry' expostnlation, and merely say, that ibe genllemeo mutt 
not eKpect to hgve articles tvhich, however plentiful in towns, are 
luxuries on the mountains, without paying well for them. 

" The wortt is that, little by little^ the show of justice that there 
onca ttxisted, and the distinction which was made between tbs iniE- 
Tidiia)' nho gave'no trouble, and was contented with what entertain- 
ment was -Easily provided, and those last described, is fast waning 
away; and to oe'a forugner is sufficient to excite the plaodering 
propensities of mia« host and his ooai^utors. He has frequently a 
regular system to pursue, according as the visitor announced is an 
Englishman, a Frenchman, or a German. Hie latter obtains the 
most grace' in his eyes, and pays perhaps only ten or twenty per 
cent. ; the Frenchiaan must ex-poctet eometbiog more in consider- 
ation of his polish and politeness, and the old grudge borne him for 
fast events ; and the poor Englishman may esteem himself very 
appy if, after partaking of the same fare, he find^ himself desired 
to lay down a sum which only' excites his surprise and keeps him 
on the grumble for the next three miles, and does not at once make 
him fly into a passion and get a pr^dioe for life against everything 

" And it is not only those parts of the country through which the 
great stream of travellers sets that they have by this means become 
degraded: the fame of these doings has gone abroad throughout the 
greater part of the whole community, and very few are the retired 
corners where you do^not detect more or less of this dishonourable 
bent in the lower orders, if any way exposed to temptation. 

" But it is not only in this point that the moral character of the 
common people is debased. It will not be a matter of wonder tliat 
the present Swiss peasantry as a nation cannot longer be supposed 
to be the simple, virtuous, patriarchal race, that their forefathers 
were. It is evident, from the perusal of their history, that the 
deterioration had been steady and gradual for some time previous 
to the close of the last century ; and that nothing contributed more 
to it than that system of foreign military service which, it would 
appear, had become necessary lo the existence of the community. 

" Then the overpowering deluge of the French Revolution swept 
over the Jura, and gave accelerated impulse to the do.wnward cur- 
rent of moral feeling in every rank of society in this unhappy 
country. 

" What evil influence this had at the time upon the pnaciples of 
the people in general, as well as the virtue of^ families and indivi- 
duab, it would now be a difficult and ungrateful task to decide. 
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Hueli of that evil may at this time be supposed to have been already 
obviated ; yet, now that the waterg of that fearfiil political pheuo- 
menon have retired, we nay still see left t>ehlnd the scum and the 
mud with which their polluted etream was heavily charged. 



" ' I have not been in the Oberland for years,' is an expression I 
have beard tirae aiter time from worthy natives ; and the reason is 
perfectly comprehensible. A true lover of his country may well 
grieve over the dishonour and the loss of moral feeling in Snitser- 
land, and avoid going where he must be constantly reminded of its 
dovinfall." — p. 324-328. 

Another pomt to be considered, in reference to the condition of 
the people, is, the influence of the Roman Catholic religion in those 
cantons where it prevails. And here it may be observed, that the 
least enlightened portions of the country at present are the Vallais, 
Uri, Unterwalden, Schwytz, Tessiu, a large part of the Bernese 
Oberland, and the Grisons. Id passing from a Catholic to a Pro- 
testant canton, the traveller will scarcely fail to remark a striking 
change. Yet, in his comments thereon, let him bear in mind the 
charitable and meek precept, so beautifully conveyed in the following 
verses, composed in one of the Catholic cantons of Switzerland :— 

Hoora'd, u we are, our native dust 
Ta wet with tnan; b bilter shower. 
It ill beliU us to disdain 
The Altu-, to deride the Fane 
^ere patient suf&reis bend, in trust 
To win B hBppier hour. 

1 love, where spreads the village lawn. 
Upon some tnec-wom cell to gaze ; 
Hail to the firm, unmoiing crosa. 
Aloft, where pines their branches loss. 
And to the chapel far withdrawn. 
That lurks by lonely ways. 

Where'er we roam, along the brink 
Of Rhine, or by the sweeping Po, 

Through Alpine vale, or Champaign wide — 
WbBte'er we look on, at out nde 
Be Charity — to bid us think 
And feel, if we wonid know. 

Wordtifforth, 

'We are so accustomed to look upon Switzerland as " the land of 
liberty," that the generality of travellers will take the thing for 
granted ; and it is only after diving to a certain depth in Swiss 
annals, tbat the question arisea, what was the nature of this freedom, 
and how far was it calculated to foster nobi^ti^ of sentiment and 
public spirit among the people f Was the abolition of the Austrian 
dominion succeeded by a more equitable government, extending to 
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all the same privileges, and dividing among all alibe the public 
burden P Was political equality accompaoied by religious tolerance 
and harmony ? Did the democratic principle produce fruit in tha 
disintereatedness and patriotism of the children of the land P To 
all these inquiries there remains but one answer — a negative. The 
cow-herds of Uri, Schwytz, aud Unterwatden, who had so nobly, 
and with so much moderation, emancipated themselves from a 
foreign yoke, in process of time became themselves the rulers of 
subject states, and, so far from extending to them the liberty they 
had so dearly purchased, and which Ihey so highly valued, they 
kept their subjects in the most abject state of v ill en age, so that, 
down to the end of the last century, the vassals of no despotic 
monarch in Europe exhibited a picture of equal political debase- 
ment. The effects of this tyrannical rule were equally iiyurious to 
the governors and the governed, and the marks of it may be traced 
in many parts of Switzerland, even down to the present day, in the 
degraded condition of the people, morally as well as physically. 
It will be discovered from Swiss history that ambition, and a thirst 
for territorial rule, is inherent in republics as well as in mo- 
narchies, as we may learn from the encroachments and aggrandizing 
spirit of canton Berne. She retained, as tributary to her, for two 
centuries and a half, the district called Pays de Vaud, deriving from 
it an annual revenue of l,aoo,000 francs, and yet denying to the 
inhabitants all share of political rights. Geneva, a weaker state, 
after throwing off the yoke of the dukes of Savoy, with difficulty 
escaped the wiles of the Bernese government, which would have 
plunged them in a slavery not more tolerable thaa that from which 
they had just escaped. 

Religious dissensions were a source of a long series of troubles lo 
the Confederation, dividing it into two opposite parties, which not 
only were arrayed against each other in the field of battle, but also 
interfered with the internal peace of the individual cantons. Al- 
though by the laws the two parties in religion were allowed equal 
freedom of worship, the enjoyment of this privilege was embittered 
to either party, in the state where the other faith was predominant : 
it was, in fact, but a nominal tolerance. It is curious to observe 
that, even in these days of liberal ideas and Calholic emancipatiort, 
a citizen of Lucerne is deprived of all political privileges, if he be 
a Protestant. , 

Until the two French revolutions, the common people of Switzer- 
land, except in one or two of the cantons, had no more share in the 
constitutional privileges, which all Swiss were supposed to possess 
as their birthright, than the subjects of the despotic monarchies of 
Austria or Prussia. The government was vested in the hands of 
aristocratic oUgarchies, as exclusive, and as proud of birth, blood, 
and descent, as the most ancient nobility in Europe. The burgher 
patricians of the great towns managed, by gradual encroachments^ 
to deprive the lower orders of the exercise of tiieir rights, and gra- 
dually monopolized all places and offices for themselves and their 
.ditldren. Since 1630, democratic principles have made rapid 
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Btridea in almoRt all the cantons, and the political constituents of 
Switzerland at present have, with inach truth, been described as 
consisting of "an aristocracy enraged at its own weaknesB — a 
democracy eager to ride above them, and demanding for the people 
more rig-hta than they desire ; for doubtful and unknown good, 
risking all that is most desirabla — gentle sway, contented obei- 
dience, simplicity of manners, tranquillity of life." 

The Towns of Switzerland exhibit many interesting marks of 
antiquity : their buildings are frequently found unchanged since a 
very early period ; and in Lucerne, Freyburg, Basle, Bellluzona, 
and in several other instances, the feudal fortifications, with battle- 
ments and watch-towers, remain perfectly preserved. One charac- 
teristic and very pleasant feature are the Fountains, the never- 
failing ornament of every Swiss town and village. They usually 
•consist of a Gothic ornamented pillar, surmounted by the figure of 
a man, usually some hero of Swiss history, either Tell, the dauntless 
crossbowman, or Winkelried, with his " sheaf of spears." Some- 
times the figures of animals are substituted for the buman form. 
' Asingn^lar custom, connected with education, prevails in some parts 
of Switzerland, which deserves notice here, from the influence irhich 
it exercises over society. In many of the large towns, children of the 
same age and sex are associated together by their parents in little 
knots and clubs — called Sociftea de Dimanche. Tne parents seek 
out for their children an eligible set of companions when they an 
Blill quite young. The parties so formed amount to twelve or 
fifteen in number, and the variation of age between them is not 
more than two or three years. All the members meet in turn on 
Sunday evenings, at the bouses of their parents, while children, to 
~i1ay together and partake of tea, cakes, and sweetmeats, attended 



&' 



r bonnes or nurses ; when grown up, to ' 
"ted tot 



oUier occupations and amusements suited to their age. At these 
meetings not even brothers or sisters are present, except they lie 
members of the society. From thns being constantly thrown toge- 
ther on all occasions, a strict friendship grows up among the 
members of each brotherhood or sisterhood, which ^nerally lasts 
through life, even after the parties ard settled and dispersecl about 
the world. The females, even when grown up, distinguish their 
companions by suth endearing terms us " na mignonne," *' mou 
Cfflur," " mon ange," &c. This practice renders Swiss aocnety Very 
exclusive, and few strangers, however well introduced, penetrate 
bdow the surface. . . ' 

Whene young woman marries, her husband is admitted into the 
aociety to which she belongs, and thus the wife determines the caate 
of the husband. 

Ram de VaekM. — lb is not uncommon to find the Ranz de Vaches 
spoken of, by persona unacquainted with Switzerland and tiie Alpi^ 
as a single air, whoreas they are a class of melodies pravailmg 
among and peculiar to the Alpine valleys. Almost every valley has 
an air of its own, but the original air is said to be that or AmienzeB. 
Their efi^ in produeiug hftvie sickaesa in the heart of the SwUs 
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mountaineer, wben heard in a diBtaat land, and the prohibition of 
thia music in the Swiss r^imenta ia the service of France, oa 
account of the number of desertions' occasioned by it, are stories 
often repeated, and probably founded on fact. 

These national melodies are particularly wild ia their character, 
. ;et full of melody ; the choruses consist of a few remarkably shrill 
notes, uttered with a peculiar falsetto intonation in the throat. 
Tbey onginate in the practice of the shepherds on the Alps of o(Hn- 
municating with one another at the distance of a mile or more, by 
pitching the voice high. Tbe name Ranz de Vaches (Germ. Kuh- 
rnben), Uterally oour-romt, is obviously derived from tbs order in 
nhich the cons march home at militia^- time, in obedience to the 
shepherd's, call, communicated by the voice, or through the Alp- 
hom, a. simple tube of wood, wound round with bark, five or six feet 
long, admitting of but slight modulation, 'yet very melodious when 
caught up and prolonged by the mountain echoes. In some of the 
remoter pastoral districts of Switzerland, from which the ancient 
simplicity of manners is not altogether banished, the Alp-hom 
supplies, on the higher pastures, vhere no church is near, the nlace 
of the resper-bell. The cow-herd, posted on tbe highest peak, as 
soon as the sua has set, pours forth the first four or five notes of 
the Fsalm, " Praise God the Lord ;" tbe same notes are repeated 
fVom distant Alps, and all within hearing, uncovering their heads 
and bendiag their knees, repeat their evening orison, after which 
tbe cattle are penned in their stalls, and the shepherds betake them- 
selves to rest. 

Tbe traveller among tbe Alps will have ^quent opportunities of 
hearing both the music of the horn and tbe songs of Ihe-eovr-h^rds 
and dairy-maids ; the latter have been thus described by Mr. 
Southcy : — " Surely the wildest chorus that ever vaa beard by 
human eara : a song, not of articulate sounds, but iu which the 
voice is used as a mere instrument of music, more flexible than any 
which art could produoQ, sweet, powerful, and thrilling beyond 
descriptiBn." 

A. word may be said on Swiss Hushandrn to draw, the atlentioD 
of such persons as take an interest in the subject to one or two 

Sractices peculiar to the Country. The system of irri^ting theiBMI- 
Dws is carried to a very. great extent, the mountain -toirentsHn 
turned over the fields by means of trenches and sluices, and not 
unfrenuently, when tbe ground is much inclined, the stream is coB- 
duct«a to ttie spot where it is required through troughs ti^owiid 
out of the stem of a fir-tree. 

The drainings of dunghilhi, cow-houses, and pigsties are iiQt 
allowed to run to waste, but are carefully collected iu a vat bythe 
farmer, and at tbe fit moment carried out in carts to the fields, and 
ladled over them, very much to their benefit, and to tbe, et^ual dls- 
.gnst ot the. olfactory nerves of all who pass ; the air, far and near, 
Being filled with this truly Swiss ;fragrance. 

The Swi^s mountaineers are skilful marksmen with the rifle, and, 
like their neighbours, the Tyrolese, meet constantly to practise and 
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engage in trials of skill. There are clubs or societies in most of Ihe 
cantons, and every year a graad federal rifie-match is held in one 
or other of the large towns, at which all the best shots from the 
whole of Switzerland meet to contend for a prize. 

Annual contetU in wrestling (called Schwing- Fesle) are also held 
in different parts of Switzerland. The cantons which distinguish 
themselves for skill in this and other athletic exercises are Bern, 
Appeuzell, and Unterwalden. 



(»• 



T0TIB9 TBBOcr.H 



N.B. It is advisable to enter Switzerland from the side of Ger- 
many rather than by that of France, as the scenery of Chamoun!, 
the grandest among the Alps, ought to be reserved for the conclu- 
sion of the tour. 

There are parts of Switzerland which cannot be reached in a 
travelling' carriage, and those who cau neither ride nor walk, and 
will not submit to be carried in a chair, must forego them. 

The pedestrian tours in this list are laid down with the under- 
standing Uiat only the more interesting scenes, and such as are 
impracticable by other conveyances, are to be travelled on foot, 
and that on high roads the pedestrian will ride, otherwise he will 
waste much time unprofitably. 



A. — CABBU.CI Too* op ABODT Two 

MoKTHi, beginning at Basic and 
ending at Schaffhausen, perfarmed 
in 1837. 

llie portion of this lour within 
bractels would eitend it beyond the 
two months, and must be oniitied if 
the tranllet be pressed lor time. 



Hiinstertbal. 

?8[. Peter's IsUnd, 

1 Neuchate). 

Soleure. 

Weissenateia. 

Lucerne. 

Arth and the ^hi. 

Weggis. 

I>ake Lucerne to Altorf. 

Entlibuch. 

Thun. (Leave the carriage. ) 

Inlerlachen. 




I Furea. 

St Gothard. 

AltorE 
I Lake of Lucerne. 



Vevay and Chillon. 
Geneva. 

Send round the carriage to J 
tigny, which it tnaj reach in 2 i 
Irom Genera. 

Infirm persons, not able to rid 
walk over an Alpine pass, may re 
tb«r earrii^ as far as Ssllen 
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proceed in a cbar-il-banG to Chi- 

mouni, rejoin their carriige at Sal- 

l£Dcbe, and then proceed 1^ Thonon 

and St. Maurice lo Martignj. 

Sallenche in a hired carriage. 

Cbamouni in a cbar-^-banc. 

Montsnvert. 

Flegire. 

Col de Balme and T4te Noire to 

Marlignj, 

[Great St. Bernard, and back, on 






[I^o d' Oris.] 
Borromean lalanda. 

Milan. (Hestaveek.) 
Mooza. 

[Como.] 

CbiaTenna. 

Spltigen. 

Via Mala. 

Coire. 

PfeSers' Baths. 

Lake of WalUmtadt. 

Elarua, Slachelberg, and back. ] 
pperschwyl. 
Zuricb. 

[Baden and Schinlinach.] 
SchalTbauBen. 

B. — Tocra or A FaaTNioHT. 

Carriage-roads — • cbar-roada - 
+ bridle or fool-patba. 

fSchaffhausen. 
Rbine Fall. 
Zuricb. 
St ^gl>i- 

„ f Altorf— St. Gothard. 
^ 1 Andermatl. 
t fFurca. 
IflGrimsel. 
5+ Mejringen. 
Kf- Grindelwald. 

7 I«uterbruiuieD and Thun. 
I / Gemmi Fan. 

8 \Leufc. 



9 Martignf. 

t rXete Noire. 

10 \ Cbanaouai. 

tSI Geneva — home through Fm 



Scbinttnach. 
Schaffhaiueiii 
Zurich. 
fWesen, < 



1 Lale of Wallen- 






[PfeffWrs. 
1 Kalfeuser Thai U 

fMuotta. 
' VKIontbal. 
Schwytz. 
) Bigbi. 

f Altotf. 

1 Andermau. 

' Icrirasel. 
\ Meyringen. 
I Grindelwald. 
. r Wengera Alp, 

\ Lauterbruniienand Interlachen. 
i Gemmi — Balhn of Leuk. 

Martignj. 
, fTateNmre. 

tChamouni. 



I Druiiig. 

I Meynngen. 

6 Susten Pats. 

St. Gothaid. 



fFurca. 
' \Grim*el. 
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g Brienz. 

Lsuterbninuen. 

1 GrindeWald. 

^ \ Bern- 
Freiburg. 
Simmenthsl. 

{SpieU. 
Kandersteg. 

MarUgny. 

Great SL Bernard. 



Ic^nyei 



fBex. 
\ ChlUon- 
/Lake of 



SO I Cormayeur. 

21 ALfe Blanche— Col deSeign 

22 Col de BonIiolQine. 

23 24 Cbamouni. 

25 Martigny, hy Col de Balme and 
Tile Noire 

26 i rhlllnn — Vevay. 

leva — home Ihrough France, 
rby 

SO Orbe, tbe DAle, ard Lac de 
Joui. 

31 Neuchitel. 

32 Bienne. 

33 MiinsUr Thai. 
94 Bule. 

E. — Toon OF Tmnnr-TWO Din, 

performed in the Autumn of 1837 
b; W. and R, M., chiefly on foot 
" Our longest walks nexer exceeded 
10 or 12 leagues; but on luropike- 
roads, aucb as the Simpltm. we always 
rode. For some of Uie panel, su^ 
as the Col de Bonhomme, the Cervin, 
and the Rawyl, guides are always 
neeeasary, but wherever there ia a 
■ chemin trac£ ' guides are a nuisance, 
except after a snow-rtorm." 

Xontoi (0 Gmeea in fouTUe* day, 
iitdiuiing heo dag* at Pari; 

Aug. 26. Geneva. 

ST. By eight o'clock steamer to 
Lausanne ; see tbe town ; by another 
steamer to ViUeneuye ; by diligence 
to Bei. 

27. To Martigny (itMTt day). 



26. Walked to Hospiee of Ute 
Great St. Bernard. 

29. Back to Marligny (an improve- 
ment t» go by the Col de Ferret, 
Orsi^res, and along tbe Dranse). 

30. Tete Noire to Chamouni (a 
new way is, to ascend fVom Val 
Oraine to the^ summit of the Col de 
Balme, on account of its magnificent 
view } thus including the finest part 
of both passes. It is not quite two 
hours longer than the straight road). 

31. Ascended the Fle^re; then 
crossed the valley to the Montanvert 
to the Mer de Glace— Chamouni. 

Sept. 1. Walked across the Col de 
Vosa to Contandnes. Tbe journey 
would have been divided better by 
going on to the Chalets of Nant 
BouranC. 

2. Crossed the Ca\ de Bonhomme 
h; Chapiu, to Motet — (walked). 

3. Walked over Col de U Seigne, 
through Allee Blanche to Corma* 

4. ■ To Aoata. in car. 1 „|rf,t ^ jone 

5. Chali lion, ditto. J uriiy in l da;. 

6. On muleslo Toumanche — on 
foot thence to Breiiil. 

7. Crossed the Cervin (Matter- 
horn) <m foot to Zermatt (fiitiguing). 

[Pierre Meynet, mentioned by 
Brockedon, is the best guide in the 
Alp»] 

8. Descended on mules to ^^ip ; 
walked thence to Brieg. 

9. By ehar, aoross the Simpion, 
to Domo d' Ossolaj 10 hours. 

10. Otr at 3 i.M., by courier, to 
Baveno ; arrived 7 A. K. ; by sailing- 
boat, up the Lago Maggiore, to Lo- 
carno ; by oar to BeUiusona (arrived 
late). 

11. 

12. 
to Hospital. 

la By eandage to Pluellen, on 
the Lake of UrL 

14. Crossed lake to Brunnen, by 
Schwyti and Arth, to the summit <» 
the Righi. 

15. On foot to Weggis; by boat 
to Lucerne ; on fbot to Winkel ; 
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doued the lake to Alpnaeh ; vaJked 

16. Crossed' the Bruiiig> on foot, 
to Brienz ; by boot to the Giesbacli ; 
bj chat to Meyringen. 

17. Rested at Meyringen ; Falls 
of Rrachenbaoh. 

IS. Walked to the Hospice of the 
OriiDKl ; thence to the glaiaer of the 
Rhone i and back la the Hospice to 

19- Returned to Meyringen ; tak- 
ing ■ 3 hours' walk up the Stuteu 
Foss. 

Sa Walked over the 8ohe[deck 
to Grindelwald; thence OTer the 
Wengern Alp; slept at the " Jung- 
&au Gasthof," exactly opposite the 
Jungfrau Mountain, to see and hear 
the ayalanches. 

21. By Lauterbrunnen to Inter- 
Ucben, on foot ; in char to Neuhaus; 
in steanier to iSiun ; io diligence to 
Bern. 

32. Returned to Thun, by char, to 
Frutigen, on foot to Eandersteg. 

S3. Across the Genuni to Leuk 
Baths, on fimt ; tbence direct to Sion. 

24 Walked over the Ravyl to 
An der-Lenk. 

35 On foot, down the Simmentiial 
to Thun; chat thence to Bern. <It 
-voidd have been better to have gone 
by Gruy^TGs to Freyburg, Bern, 
Soleure, and over the Hauenstein to 
Basle.) 

26. By diUgence-to Basic. 

Basle U> London hy Rotterdam in 
seven days. 



F. — Toua 
Schafniausen 
C<Hislance. 
Si. Gali. 



Kalfeuset Thai. 



r ABOUT. Teh Whkb. 



Stachelberg and Linth Thai. 
Kt^ and Muotta Thai. 
£innedeln. 



Rappenehwyl. 

Zug. 
Lucerne. 

Weggis. 
Righi. 

Brunnen. 
Fluellen. 
Altorf 
Aadermatt. 

VhI Fonnazza; Falls of ToM. 

Gries Glacier. 

Rhone Glacier. 

Grimsel. 

Meyringen. 

Up the Brunig for the view, and 

Brienz for the Gieshaeh Fall. 
Meyringen. 

Scheideck — RosenlauL 
FaulhoTTi. 
Grindelwald. 
Wengern Alp. 
Lauterbrunnen. 
Thun. 



Leuk. 

Martignj. 
St. Bernard. 

Cormayeur, or Pr4 St. Didier. 

Up the Mount Ctamont and back. 

Allfe Blanche. 

Nant Bourant, or Contsnunea. 

Chamouni. 

Flegirej Montanvert. 

Jardin, &c. 

Col de Balme, and Tete Noira. 

Martigny. 

Bej. 

Vevay. 

Lausanne. 

Freyberg. 

Bern. 

Bienne. 

Neuchatel. 

Yverdun. 

Orbe and the D&le. 

Geneva. 



.oogic 
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G. — A Su»™«'« Toon OF Th»ii 


Wengern Alp, 


Months, to include all the spou 


Giindelwald, 


besl worth notice in Switierland, 


Faulhom, '37. 


pasung as little as possible twice 


Seheideck, 


over the mme ground. 


Meyringen, 


-.* The figures are the numbeis of 
the Routes in which each place is 
described. 


Grimsel, 28. 

Rhone Glacier, 30. 

Gries Pass, 29. 

Val ForroaHa ; Toas« Fall, 29. 


Basle,!. 


Airalo, 34. 


Munsler Thai, 1. 


St. Gotbard ; DeviTs Bridge, 34. 


Bienne, i (Isle St. Pierre, 45). 


Altorf, 34. 




Schachen Thai,' 


[Cbaux de Fonda? 48]. 


Klausen, ,„ 


Tverdun, 45. 


Orbe, 50. 


Glarus, 


Lac de Jou«, 50. 


Muotta, J"- 


Moral, 43. 


Freyburg. 42. 


Schwytz, IT. 


Bern, 24. 


'^S^,}-'^- 




Welssei^stein, 3. 


Wesen. 14. 






SchalFhaiisen, 7. 


Pfeffers' Baths, 67. 


Rhine Fall, 7. 


Kalfeuser Thai, 76. 


ConsUnce,7. 


Seriift Thai; SegneB Pass, 76. 


St. Gall, 66. 


Dissentis, 77. 


Gais and Appeniell, 68 ; Weisbad, 68. 


Reichenau. 87. 


Sentis; Wildkirchlem, 68. 






Julier Pass; St. Maurili, 83. 


Zurich, B. 


Engadine. 84. 


Zug, by the Albis, 15 and 16. 


Finslarmiinz.! In Tyrol. See Hand- 
Stehio. /book S. Germany. 


Arlh and Goldau, 17. 


Highi, 17. 


Beraina, 85. 


Weggis; Bayof UW, 18. 


Maloya Pass, S9. 


Brunn«i{Schwyti). 17. 


Chiarenna, 88. 


Altorf, 34, 


Spliigen Pass, 88. 


Surenen Pass, 31. 


Via Mala— back, 87. 


Engelberg, 91. 


Spliigen i-ilUgc. 87. 


SwSi. 31? 








Bran ig, 19. 


Locarno, 91. 


Meyringen, 27. 


Luino, 93. 


Brleni and Giesbach, 27. 


Lugono; Monte Salvadore, 92. 




Lago di Conio; Bellagio, 93. 


Thuo, S7. 


Como i Milan ; Sesto, 59- [or Como 




Varese; Arona, 59.] 


Sanetsch Pass, 40. 


Lago d' Orta, 101 and 102. 


Sion, 39. 




Rawyl Pass, 39. 


Don.od'Ossola,59. 


Spie^ 1 


Slinplon, 59. 


Unterseen. l27. 


IJrieg, 59. 




Baths of Leuk, 38. 



.oogic 
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xlik 



Gemmi, and bacli, 38. 

^011,59. 

Itfartiguf , 69. 

Great St. Benuud, lO 

Aosta, 107. 

Pr^ St, Didiet, 114. 

MoDt Cramont, 1 

Allfe Blanche, 

Col de la Seigne, 

Col de BanhomiD' 

Chamouni, 115. 

Fleg^ ; MuntBai 



Col de Balme, and Tet« Noire, 1 1< 



J-llB. 



Martigny, 
Boi, 57. 
Vevay, 

CbUlon, 
Lausanne, 



ine, J 



Strasburg, by Zurich, to the Splii- 
gen Tillage, 36 hours. 

Chamberr; to Ljoni. A Tailroad 
ooavejs panengan to Aii in j aa 
hour, vbence a aUamer aataet the 
Lac de Boutget, and descends tbe 
Rhone to Ljon* in 9 boun daily, ex- 
cept Sunday. 

Agents for tranttniaaig Gootb 
or Baggage to Eafflaad. 
The following litt of Mr. Chin- 
nery's agents, to whom goods may be 
consigned to forward to England, 
will save travellers tbe trouble of 
dragging after them large quantities 
of luggage, and the annoyance ex- 
perienced in bringing goods through 
the German League, French or Aua- 



Bile, 
Berne, 
Lucerne. 

Geneva, C. B, Freundler, Rue dn 



Zurich. 

All packages and goods may salWIy 
be addrL'ssed to Mr. Chiunery, Cus- 
tom House, Irfjnciou, through these 
agents. Those which are locked 
must have the keys attached, in order 
that they may be opened and searched 
at the Custom House. 



Approachet to Switzerland, and 
Time required between Switz- 
erland and England. 
London to Basle, by the Rhine, 

Baste to IriiDdon, by the Rhine. 4 

London to Geneva, by Paris, 7 
days, S nights (by diligence), 

London to Lucerne, 7 or 8 days. 

Lucerne to London, 6 days. 

Lucerne to Milan, by the St. Go- 
thanl,3 days. 

{ 15. ALPINE PASSES. 

No part of the Alps are more interesting, either in a picturesque 
or in an historicfti point of view, than the passable gaps or notches 
in tbe ridge of the great chain, whereby alone this colossal wall of 
moantains may be scaled, and a direct passage and communication 
maintained betneen northern and southern Europe. It has been 
through these depressions that the great tide of population has 

Kured since the earliest times ; from these outlets nave issued tbe 
rbsrian swarms which so often desolated, and at last annihilated, 
the Roman empire. 

There are more than 50 passes over the Swiss portion of the 
Alpine chain alone, or immediately commnnicating with the Swist - 
frontier. The foUowing are the most remarkable ■ 1— The Simplon, 

• Mr. BrocliedDD bu adiDlnbli illiulntcd them txxh with hit pencil and pen in bli 
WauUIUI work, entlUid "Tbe FaHHof tbe Alpi," i iiOi. «ta. 
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St. Gothard, Bernardine, Spliigen, Saanen-moser, Bramegg, am 
Stoas, Wildhaus, ali traversed by excellent high-roads, inoBt skil- 
fully coDstrucled, and passable for heavy carriaf^es. To these may 
probably be added the Julier and Maloya. The Alhula, Septi- 
mer, Bemina, BiilFalora, Schallenger, Sattel, practicable for light 
chars: — and the Col de Trient, Col de Ferret, Grand St. Ber- 
nard, Col de Fenetre, Cerrin (Matterhorn), Moro, Gries Nii- 
fsDen, Furca, Grimsel, Great and Little Scheideck, Gemmi, 
Rawyl, Sanetsch, Cheville, Susten, Surenen, Bruntg Engstelen, 
Jochli, Klausen, Oberalp, Lukiuanier, Kistengrat, Panix, SegDes, 
la Foppa, Lenzerheide, Stutz, Greiaa, Vago, Casanna, Monte del 
Oro, Druser and Schweitzer-Thor, Schlapiner Joch, &c. &c., which 
are either hridle-patha or mere foot-paths, and more or less difficult 
and dangerous. 

In seeking a passage over the Alps, the most obvious course was 
to find out the valleys which penetrate farthest into the great chain, 
following the course of the rivers to their sources, and then to take 
the lowest traversable part in order to descend to the opposite side. 
The variety and sudden transition presented by such a route are 
highly interesting. In the course of one day's journey the traveller 

¥isses from the climate of Eunimer to winter, through spring, 
he alteration in the productions keeps pace with that of the tem- 
Krature. Leavine behind him stubhIe-Selds, nhence the com has 
en removed and housed, he comes to fields yet yellow and waving 
in the ear; a few miles farther and the crop is still green ; yet 
higher, and corn refuses to grow. Before quitting the region of 
com he enters one of dark, apparently interminable forests of 
pine and larch, clothing the mountain' sides in a sober vestment. 
Above this the hayma}:er3 are collecting the short grass, the only 
produce which the ground will yield. Yet the stranger must not 
suppose that all Is barrenness even at this elevation. It seems 
as though nature were determined to make one last efibrt at 
the confines of the region of vegetation. From heneaih the 
snow-bed, and on the very verge of the glacier, the profusion 
of flowers, their great variety, and surpassing beauty, are exceed- 
ingly surprising. Some of the greatest ornaments of our gar- 
dens, here born to blush unseen, — gentians and lillies, hyacinths 
and blue bells, intermixed with hushes of the red rhododendron, 
the loveliest production of the Alps, scattered over the velvet turf, 
give it the appearance of a carpet of richest pattern. The insect 
world is not less abundant and varied, — thousands of winged crea- 
tures are seen hovering over the flonera, enjoying their short exist- 
ence, for the summer at these elevations lasts but for S or 4 weeks : 
the rapid progress of vegetation to maturity is equalled by the 
rapidity of its decay, and in 8 or 10 davs flowers and hutterfiies 
have passed away. Above this region of spring, with its gush of 
springs, its young herbage and vivid greensward^ its hum of insects 
just burst forth, and its natural flower-beds glittering with rain- 
drops, that of winter in Lapland or Siberia succeeds. All around 
the summit of a pass over tne high Alps is either snow, glacier, or 
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bare rock. The only plants that grow are dry lichens, which seem 
intended but to keep up the eembjance of vegetation, and to perpe- 
tuate Nature's cheerful hues of green. The rarefied air is icy cold, 
and exercise aod quick motion are necessary to keep up the circu- 
lation of the blood. The agreeable murmur of falling water, which 
has accompanied the traveller hitherto incessantly, here ceases, — all 
IB solitude and silence, interrupted only by the shrill whistle of the 
marmot, or the hoarse cawing of an ill-omened raven. The ptarmi- 
gan starts up from among heaps of unmelted snon at the traveller's ■ 
appToatb, and the lammergeyer (the condor of the Alps), disturbed 
in bis repast on the carcass of a sheep or cow, is seen soaring up- 
wards in a succession of corkscrew sweeps till he gaina the ridge of 
the Alps, and then disappears. 

Such are the remarkable gradations which the stranger encoun- 
ters in the course of a few hours, on a single pass of the Alps ; but 
the most striking change of all is that from the region of snow and 
ice on the top of the mountain, to the sunny clime and rich vege- 
tation of Italy, which awaits the traveller at the S. foot of the Alps. 

The works of Natui'e, however, will not entirely occupy the atten- 
tion and wonder of the wanderer in such a pas.i ; at least a share 
will be demanded for admiration of the works of man. The great 
highways, passable for carriages, over the high Alps, are, indeed, 
most surprising monuments of human skill and enterprise in sur- 
mounting what would appear, at first sight, to be intended by Nature 
as insurmountable. Tnese proud constructions of art thread the 
valleys, cross the debris of rivet's on long causeways, skirt the edge 
of the precipice, with walls of rock tottering over them, and tor- 
rents thundering below. Where tbe steep and hard surface of the 
cliff has lett not an inch of space for a goat to climb along, they 
are conducted upon high terraces of solid masonry, or through a 
notch blasted by gunpowder in the wall of rock. In many instances 
a projecting buttress of the mountain has blocked up all passage 
for ages, saying "thus far and no farther;" the skill of the 
modern engineer has pierced through this a tunnel or gallery ; and 
the difficulty is vanquished, without the least change in the level of 
the road. 

Sometimes an impediment of this nature is eluded by throwing 
bridges over the dizzy gorge, and shifting the road from side to 
side, frequently 2 or 3 times within the space of half a mile. Often 
tbe road reaches a spot down which the winter avalanches take their 
habitual course every year, sweeping everything before them, and 
which, even in summer, appears reeking and dripping with the lin- 
^rlng fragments of snow which it has lefl behind. Will not so 
irresistible an antagonist arrest the course of this frail undertaking 
of manP Not even the avalanche; — in such a situation the road 
either buries itself in subterranean galleries, driven through tbe 
mountain, or is sheltered by massive arcades of masonry, sometimes 
half a mile or three quarters of a mile long. Over these the ava-. 
lanche glides harmlessly, and is turned into the depths below. 

Every opportunity is seized of gaining, by easy ascents, s higher 
b 2 
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level for the road ; at length comes the maio ascent, the central 
ridge, to be aurmouDted only by hard climbing. This is overcome 
by a BuccesEion of zigzag terraces, called tourniquets or giravolte, 
connected together by wide curves, to allow carriages to turn easily 
and rapidly. So akifful is their conatruction, with such easy bends 
and so gradual a slope, that in many alpine roads the postilions, 
with horses accustomed to the road, trot down at a rapid pace. 
Sometimes as many as 50 of these zigzag succeed one another 
nithout interruption ; and the traveller, as he passes backwards and 
forwards, hovering over the vailey, is as though suspended to a 
pendulum, and swinging to and fro. The road itself has a most 
singular appearance, twisted about like an uncoiled rope or a riband 

" O'er the Simplon, o'er the Spliigen winds 
A path of pleasure. J-jke a silver Eojie, 
Flimg about carelessly, it shinee afar. 
Catching the eye in msDy a broken link. 
In many a turn and traverse as it glides; 
And oft above and oft below appears. 
Seen o'er the wall by one who journeys up 
As though it were another, through the wild, 
Leading along, he knows not whence or whither. 
Yet Ihrougb its fairy course, go where it will. 
The torrent stops it not, the rugged rock 

Winning its easy way from clime to clime. 
Through glens lock'd up before." — Soger). 



' The travelling- carriage descends sometimes rapidly and without 
interruption for an hour. A drag of tempered iron is quickly worn 
down, in that time, as thin aa the blade of a knife, so great ii the 
friction. It ia advisable to substitute for the iron drag a wooden 
sabot, formed of the section of a fir-tree, with a groove cut In the 
centre to admit the wheel. 

The winter's snow usually falls upon the Alpine passes more 
than 5000 ft. high about the second week in October (sometimes 
earlier), and contiones till the first or second week in June. Yet 
even after this, the passage across the neck or Col, as it is called, 
!s not stopped, except for a few days, until the snow can be cleared 
away. In some of the minor passes, indeed, traversed by a mere 
rough foot path, or bridle-path, the traffic is much increased after 
the fall of the snow, which, by filling up depressions and smoothing 
the way, permits the transport of heavy merchandise on sledges, 
which move easily over the surface as soon as it has hardened. 

Along the lines of the great carriage- roads strong houses are 
erected at intervals, called Maisons de Refuge, Case di Ricovero, 
occupied by persons called Cantonniers, who are employed in 
menaing the road and keeping It free from snow in winter, and are 
also paid to assist travellers in danger during snow-storms. 

As near as possible to the summit of the pass a Hospice is gene- 
i-aliy erected, usutJly occupied by a band of charitable monks, as in 
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tbe case of the Great St. Bernard, the Simplon, Cenia, St. Gotfaard, 

&c. The direction of the road across the summit of the ri^e is 
marked by a line of tall polee, which project abo?e the soow, and, 
from being painted black, are easily recognised. Patrola ara sent 
out from the boapice in tempeatuoua weather, when the tourmentA 
is raging, and the mist and falling snow hide the land-marks, to 
guide the travellers od their way and rescue those in danger. Bella 
are also rung at such times ttiat the sound may aid when the >%ht 
fitils. 

The morning ailer a fall of snow labourers and peasants ara 
assembled Irom all sides to ahovel it oif from the road. Where it 
is not very deep it is cleared away by a snow-plough drawn by 6 (^ 
8 oxen. As the winter advances and fresh MU occur, the snow 
accumulates, and the road near the summit of a pass presents th» 
singular aspect of a path or lane, cut between walla of snow, some- 
tdmes 10 or 20ft. high. Carriages are taken off their wheels and 
fastened upon sledges ; ropes are attached to the roof, which are 
beld bv 6 or 8 sturdy guides running along on each side, to prevent 
the vehicle upsetting and rolling over the slippery ice down a pre- 
cipice. In this manner very high passes are crossed in the depth 
of winter with little risk. The spring is a season during which 
for greater danger is to be apprehended from the avalanches which 
then &1I. 

} 16. CHALETS AND PiSTDHAOBS. 

From the mountainous nature of Switzerland and its high eleva- 
tion, the greater part of the surface, more than 1600 feet above the 
sea, which is not bare rock, is pasture-land. The wealth of the 
people, like that of the. patriarchs of old, in a great measure, lies in 
cattle and their produce, on which account the pastoral life of the 
Swiss deserves some attention. The bright verdure of the meadowB 
' which clothe the valleys of Switzerland is one of the distinguishing 
features of the country ; and the music of the cow-bells, home 
«long by the evening breeze, is one of the sweetest sounds tlwt 
greets the traveller's ear. 

The Alps, or mounttun- pasturages, for that is the meaning of the 
.word Alp in Switzerland and Tyrol, are either the property of indi- 
viduals or of the commune ; to a certain extent common land, hi 
which the inhabitants of the neighbouring town or village have the 
right of pasturing a certain nun^r of head of cattle. 

" In uie spring, as soon as the snow has. disappeared, and the 
'jouug grass sprouU up, the cattle are sent from the villages up to 
the first and Lower pastures. Should a certain portion of these be 
exhausted, they change their quarters to another part of the niaan>- 
Uin. Here they stay till about the 10th or 12th of June, when tiio 
.cattle are driven to the middle ranges of pastures. That portion of 
the herds intended for a summer campaign on the highest Alps, 
remain here till the beginning of July, and, on the 4th of that 
month, generally aacend to them ; return to the middle range of 
pastures, about 7 or 8 weeks aAerwards, spend there about 14 days, 
b a 
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or 3 weeks, to eat the aftergrass ; and finally return into the valleyfl 
about the 10th or ilth of October ; where they remain id the vici- 
nity of the Tillages, till driven by the Bnow and tempests of winter 
into the stables, 

" That portion of the cattle, on the other hand, which is not des- 
tined to pass the summer on the higher Alps, and are necessary for 
the supply of the village with milk and butter, descend from the 
middle pastures on the 4th of July, into the valley, and consume the 
RrasB upon the pasturage belonging to the commune, till the winter 
drives them under shelter. The very highest Alpine pasturages 
are never occupied more than 3 or 4 weeks at the furthest," — 
Latrobt. 

Sometimes the owners of the cattle repair in person to the Alps, 
and pass the summer among them, along with tneir families, super- 
intending the herdsmen, and assisting in the manufacture of butter 
and cheese. The best cheeses are made upon pastures 3000 ft. 
above the sea level, in the vales of Simmen and Saanen (Gruyere) 
and in the Emmenthal. The best cows there yield, in summer, 
between 20 Ihs. and 40 lbs. of milk daily, and each cow produces, 
bv the end of the season of 4 months, on an average, 2 cwl. of 

The life of the cow-herd ( Vacher or Seanei) is by no means such 
an existence of pleasure as romances in general, and that of 
Bousseau in particular, have represented it. His labours are ar- 
duous and constant ; be has to collect 60 or 90 cows twice a-day, to 
be milked, to look afler stragglers, to make the cheese and keep all 
the utensils employed in the process in the most perfect state of 
cleanliness. 

The Chalet (Germ. Sennhutte) in which he resides, is literally a 
log-hut, formed of trunks of pines, notched at the extremities so as 
to fit into one another at the angles of the building, where they 
cross : it has a low flat roof, weighted with stones to keep fast the 
shingle-roof and prevent its being blown away bv the wind. A 
building of this kind is rarely air-tight or water-tignt. The interior 
is usually blackened with smoke and very dirty, boasting of scarcely 
any iiirniture, except, perhaps, a table and rude bench, and the 
apparatus of the dairy, inclui^ng a huge kettle forheatingthe milk. 
A truss of straw, in the loft above, serves the inmates for a bed. 
The ground around the hut on the outside is usually poached by the 
feet of the cattle, and the heaps of mud and dung render it difficult 
to approach the door. This description applies to the commoner 
sort of chalets ; those in which the owners themselves reside are 

feneralty better, but they are also less numerous. There is another 
ind of chalet, a mere shed or barn, in which the hay is housed 
until the winter, when it Is conveyed over the snow in sledges down 
to the villages below. A pastoral Swiss valley is usually speckled 
over with huts of this kind, giving it the appearance, to a stranger, 
of being much more populous than it is in reality ; in the Simmen- 
Ihal alone there are, it is said, 10,000 chalets. 

The herdsmen shift their habitations from the lo^'er to the upper 
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putarages, as their cattle ascend and descend the Alps, at diffsrent 
seasons, and ther eometimes have 2 or 3 places of temporary abode. 
The weary traveller in search of repose and refreghment, after a 
long day's journey, ia otteu disappointed, on approaching' what he 
conceives to be a numan habitation, to find either that it is a mere 



sort, where delicious milk, cooled in the mountain stream, freib 
butter, bread, and cheese, are spread out on & clean naplcin before 
the hungry and tired stranger I 

The cattle are frequently enticed home, at milking- time, by the 
offer of salt, which tnev relish highly, and which is, besides, con- 
sidered wholesome. The allowance for a cow, in some parts of 
Switzerland, is 4ths. or 5 lbs. of salt in a quarter of a year. 



The glaciers, one of the most sublime features of the Alps, and 
one of the most wonderful phenomena of nature, are composed of 
the accumulated snow which falls during nine months of the year 
on the higher summits and valleys, and which remains for several 
months a dry and loose powder, until the heat of the summer sun 
begins to melt and consolidate it. Under the influence of solar 
warmth, the snow assumes first a granular form ; and to pass over 
it in that state is like walking among rice or peas, iu which the foot 
sinks up to the knees. I/)wer down, or as the heat increases, so as 
to melt B consiiJerahte portion, and cause the water to percolate it, 
it becomes a compact mass. The frosty temperature of the night 
hardens that which has heen dissolved in the day ; and thus, after 
repealed thawings and freeiings, the whole undergoes a fresh 
crystallization, beinc converted into ice of a coarser grain and less 
compact substance tnan common ice. Thus there appears to be a 
regular transition or passage from the loose powdery snow, to the 
more dense ice of the glacier. The Swiss, indeed, have two distinct 
terms for these modifications of the snowy covering of the high Alps. 
The upper granular and unconsolidated part they call Firn, Haut 
Nfevein French, (which, for want of any correspondingEnglish word 
we may represent by Snow-field), and apply the term glacier (glet- 
Ecber) to the tower limbs of more solid ice, which stretch down into 
the valleys. The Flrn, or Nfvi, presents a smooth concave surface 
of dazzling white, while that of the glacier is conven ; its crevasses 
are wider and more irregular, and are thinly covered over with 
treacherous snow. It is a re^on of complete acsolation ; no animal 
intrudes upon it save a chance insect, and only the scantiest lichens 
appear on the rocks around it. The firn occurs only at a height 

■ The luC ■nd nnt r«™i inromaUm reueotlnf «Uci«r. UK. be found In " Aguitil 
Etude. lurlet^ Glicl™." in "ui e.wllenl Mtldo^ln "If " ^'"^"35^,^*^J*^";,^2taM^-' 
lert|lticn of Soiuiute in hii " Voy»ge<liiJnle< Alpet."' 
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where the snow which falls in the winter does not entirely disappear 

in the CDurae of the following year; while that which falls od the 
lower glacier ia almost always melted in the course of the summer, 
and never combines with the ice. Hugi maintalni that the point i^ 
which firn changes to glacier ia unrariable among the Alps ; and 
his investigations fix it at an elevation of ahout 7B0O feet above the 
■ea- level.* 

Ebel has computed the number of glaciers among the Swiss Alps 
at 400, and the extent of surface occupied by them at 130 square 
leagues ; this, however, must be but a vague estimate. 'Dieir vary 
from a few square yards to acres and miles in extent, covermg, in 
some instances, whole districts, filling up entirely the elevated 
hollows, and basins between the peaks and ridffes of the Alps, and 
sending forth arms and branches into the inhabited valleys, below 
the region of forests, and as far down as the level at which com 
will grow. 

It is such offBetE of the glacier as these that are presented to the 
view of the traveller from the villages of Chamouni and Grindel- 
wald. These, however, are, as it were, but the skirts and fringes 
of that vast, everlasting drapery of ice which clothes all the up^er 
region of the Alps. These fields or tracts of uninterrupted glacier 
have been called " Seas of Ice" (Mers de Glace, Eismeeren), and 
there are three such among the Swiss and Savoyard Alps which 
merit especial mention ; that around Mont Blanc, that around the 
Monte Rosa and the Cervin, and that of the Bernese Oberland, around 
the Finster-Aar-hom. The last sends out no less than thirteen 
branches, and its extent has been estimated at 125 square miies. 

The greatest thickness of the glaciers has been commonly esti- 
mated at between 600 and 800 feet. This is probably an esa^gera- 
tion. Hugi rarely met with any thicker than 150 feet ; he estimates 
the average depth at between 60 and 100 feet, and the greatest 
thiclcness of Ihe Mer de Glace near Chamouni at 160 feet. Saussure 
had calculated it at 600 feet. 

Notwithstanding their great extent and solidity, the glaciers are 
by no means stationary, except in the winter, although the move- 
ment is slight. The^ are undergoing a perpetual process of renoi 
vation and destruction. The arms or skirts descending into the 
lower valleys are gradually dissolved by the increased temperature 
which prevails at so low a level. Th§ summer sun, aided by par- 
ticular winds, acts upon the surfhce, so that, in the middle of the 
day, it abounds in pools, and is traversed by rills of water. The 

^ * A ket[out em>r te cfftnejed br the cuunwon npreHlon^ " tlw Hoe of penetuKi nww,** 
or. " vherosnon never laelu." There it no uM on tli« Alpi, nor oo ui) slbtr inqw.clad 
laountaini, where iddw doH not luett under Ibc Influence oT i lUDmeriuu atmld-daT. 
It melu e'en on the top of Hont Bleni : bat time, uid on ib« iudhbIu oT the otbu bw> 
Alpii the accumulation ornow ii w gnat, and the (Uu*tionciritaenin1heatuitaatt,tbi^ 

la/u,'^ doei not depend on elevAtien plone, and cin b« taken onlr u a very general teat of 
It TndependEot ofiti varialiDh, accordiiu to the degree of I^Utude In which the inouDtaiD 
ia BJtuaLed, it vari« on ttie two sides of the lame mountain, bting higher on the S. fide 
than the N. The mow will likewise rett Jonger. and extend tower cfown. upon a mountain 
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constant eTapontitm from every part exposed to the air prodncea 
great diminution in tlie upper beds ; but, above all, tbe tempentnn 
m tlie earth, wbich ie at alt BeaHona greater than tliat of ice, ia con- 
stsntly melting' Hitbv ita lower lurface. The vaoancy thus cauted 
from below i^ entirely filled up from above bv tbe wiDt«r'g now 
failing upon the mouDtain-tops, and on the wQole upper region of 
tlie High Alps, which is drifted into the higher valleys, and prened 
down by its own weight. After it liaa concreted ioto ice, the bIom 
of the mountain sides, and the descent of the valleys in which the 

glaciers lie, serve as inclined planes, down which the ice slides bj 
te force of gravity, assisted by tiie mdting on its under lurfacev 
which prevents any adhesion to the rocli below it. Indeed the Ger- 
man word Gletseher comes from glitschen, to ^lide. Hugi, in oM 
of his journeys, found hia way under a glacier, by following th* 
bed of a dried-up torrent which parsed below it. He wanoered 
'about beneath the ice for the distance of a mile. The ice was every- 
where eaten away into dome^chaped hollows, varying from 2 to 12 
feet in heizht, so that the whole maaa of the glacier rested at iuter- 
tbIs on pillars or feet of ice, irregular in sise and shape, which bad 
beem left standing. As soon as any of these props gave way a por- 
tion of tbe glacier would of course fall in and move on. A dim twi- 
light, scantily transmitted through the mass of ice above, prevailed 
in these caverns of ice, not sufficient to allow one to read, deept 
«Iose to the fissures which directly admitted tbe day-light. The 
iotetne. blue of the mass of the. ice contrasted remarkably with the 
fare white of the ioy stalactytea, or pendents descending from the 
voof. The water streamed aown upon htm from all siifes, so that 
after wandering about tor 2 hours, at times bending and creeping 
-ta ^get along, under Ute low vaults, he returned to tbe open air, 
^ite drenched and half frozen. 

The sar&ce of tbe nrauntain, however hard, is subjected to an 
fextnwrdinary prooess of grinding and polishing from the rast n»8S«B 
of ice coDstaotly paasing over it. The harder fraginents, such as 
cryitab of quartz interposed between the ice and the rock, act like 
-diamonds on glass, and scratch deep and long grooves on the sui^ 
Jbcft. The seat of ancient glaciers, which have now entirely disap- 
peared, may still bs discovered by the furrows left behind Uiem on 
the racks. 

The nature of the upper surface of the ice depends upon that of 
the ground on which it rests ; where it is even or nearly so, the ice 
is smooth and level ; but whenever the supporting surface .becomes 
slanting or uneven, the glacier begins to split and gape in all di- 
rections. As it approaches a steeper declivity or precipice tbe 
layers of ice are displaced, upheaved, and squeezed one above an- 
other ; they vise in toppling crags, obelisks, and towers of tbe most 
fitntaetic shapes, varying in height from 20 to 80 feet. Being un- 
equally melted by the wind and lun, they are continually tottering 
to their fall, either by their own weight or the pressure of other 
masses, and tumbling headlong, are shivered to atoms with a roar 
like thunder. 

b 5 
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In those easea in which the glacier paeseB over two or more steep 
declivities, these aiguilles aod obelisks of ice being' pressed to- 
{retber at the bottom of the descent, close up again, and, as soon as 
the surface of the mountain below them is level, assume a nearly 
level and compact character on their own surface. 

The glaciers assume this fractured character only when the 
foundation on which thev rest is veiy uneven, generally near their 
lower extremity, when they begin to bend down towards the valley. 

The Creva»»ei, or fissures, which traverse the upper portion of 
the glacier, before it becomes entirely iVactured and disruptured, 
run in a transverse direction, never extending quite across the ice- 
field, but narrowing out at the extremities, so that when they gape 
too wide to leap across they may always be turned by fallowing them 
to their termination. These rents and fissures are the chief source 
of danger to those who cross the glaciers, being often concealed by 
a treacherons coating of snow, and msnv a bold chamois -hunter 
has found a grave in (heir recesses. Ebei mentions an instance of 
a shepherd who, in driving his flock over the ice to a high pas- 
tura^, bad the misfortune to tumble into one of these eletta. He 
fell in the vicinity of a torrent which flowed under the glacier, and, 
by following its bed under the vault of ice, succeeded in reaching 
the foot of the glacier with a broken arm. More melancholy was 
tbe fate of M. Mouron, a clergrman of Vevay : he was engaged in 
making some scientific researches upon tbe glacier, and was in the 
act of leaning over to examine a singular well-shaped aperture in 
the ice, when tbe staff on which he rested gave way ; he was pre- 
cipitated to the bottom, and his lifeless and mangled body was re- 
covered from the depths of the glacier a few days after. 

These crevasses, thougb cbieflyformed mechanically by the move- 
ment of the glacier to fill up vacancies, and the unequal pressure o£ 
its diflerent parts, are greatly assisted by the action of the sun and 
wind. The S.E. wind, in Uri and among the Bernese Alps, is very 
instrumental in causing the glacier to split, and the loud reports 
thus occasioned, called by the herdsmen the growlings (brulten) 
of the glacier, are regarded as a sign of bad weather. The traveller 
who ventures to cross the Mer de Glace of Chamouni or Bern may, 
at times, both hear and see tbe fissures widening around him. The 
crevasses exhibit in perfection the beautiful azure blue colour of the 
glacier ; the cause of which has not been satisfactorily accounted for. 
It is the same tint of ultramarine which the Rhone exhibits at 
Geneva, after leaving all its impurities behind it in the lake ; and 
tbe writer has even observed the same beautiful tint in footmarks 
and holes made in fresh-fallen snow, not more than a foot deep, 
among the High Alps on the borders of Tyrol. 

Tbe traveller who has only read of glaciers is often disappointed 
at tbe first sight of them, by the appearance of their surface, which, 
except when covered witli fresh -fallen snow, orat very great heights, 
has none of the purity which might be expected from fields of 
ice. On tbe contrary it exhibits a surface of dirty white, soiled 
with mud, and often covered with stones and gravel. Such beds of 
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stone, dirt, and rubbish are commoo to mott glaciers, and are called 
Horames, in Oernian Gaffer, running a]on|f the glacier in par^lel 
lines at the sides (called Moraines laterales, or Gandeclter), or In 
the middle (GulTerlin^en, or Moraines m^d^nes). They are formed 
in the following manner. The edges of the glacier, at its upper 
extremity, receive the fragments of roclL detached from the moua- 
ti^ns around by the destructive agency of moisture and frost ; but 
as the glacier itself is constantly descending, this ftllen rubbish 
goes along with it, increased from behind By the debris of each 
succeeding winter, so that it forms a nearly uninterrupted line 
fWjm the top of the ice-field to the bottom. Wherever the glacier 
from one valley meets that of another, the moraines from the two 
unite and form one, running down the centre of the united glacier 
instead of along its ma^u, as before. Such a confluence of moraines 
is well seen on the glacier of the Aar (Route 2B.), and upon the great 
glaciers descending from Monte Rosa six or eight may be seen run- 
ning side by side, each traceable to its origin by the nature of the 
rocks composing it. 

The naters collected by the meltiug of the ice from all parts of 
the surface of a glacier often accumulate into torrents, which, tra- 
Tersing the glacier, at length precipitate themselves into a hole or 
fissure in its surface in the form. of a cascade. 

A singular circumstance occurs when a single large mass of rock 
has fallen upon the glacier; the shade ana protection from the 
sun's rays afforded by the stone prevents the ice on which it rests 
from melting, and, while the surface around is gradually lowered, 
it remains supported on a pedestal or table, like a mushroom on a 
stalk, often attaining a height of several feet. The glaciers of the 
Aar furnish fine examples of these tables dei glaciers as they are 
called. The surface of the glacier has been ascertained to lose 
3 feet of surface by melting in as many weeks. An exactly oppo- 
site phenomenon occurs when a small stone, not more than an inch 
thick, rests upon the ice. As it absorbs the sun's rays with greater 
rapidity than the ice, not merely their surface but its entire sub- 
stance is warmed through, and instead of protecting melts the ice 
below it, and gradually sinks, forming a bole which not unfre- 
quently pierces the glacier through and through. When a leaf, in- 
sect, or such tight body falls upon the ice, it gradually sinks, and 
at length disappears. 

Another circumstance peculiar to the surface of the glacier is the 
occurrence of Red Snow. This phenomenon, which a' ~ ~'~- 



s treated with incredulity, is of common occurrence among the 
High Alps, and is produced either by minute insects and their eggs, 
or by a species of fungus, called Palmella Nivalis, or Ehrotococcusj 
a true vegetable, which plants itself on the surface of the snow, 
takes root, germinates, produces seed, and dies. In the state of 
germination it imparts a pale carmine tint to the snow ; this in- 
creases, as the plant comes to maturity, to a deep crimson blush, 
which gradually fades, and, as the plant decays, becomes a black 
dust or mould. By collecting some of the coloured snow in a 
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bottle, and pouring it on a sheet of paper, the form of the plant 
may be discovered ^tli a microscope, as soon as the water has 
evaporated. 

It bai been already observed that the vacancy caused by the Bielt- 
ing of tha lower portion of the glacier is filled np by the mnter 
BDowfrom above. But, as maybe supposed, it often bappeng, after 
mild winters and warm summers, that the supply is not equal to the 
void, and vice versd .- after severe winters and rainy summers, the 
glacier is overloaded, as it were ; iadeed, it is scarcely possible that 
an exact equilibrium of supply and consumption should be pre- 
aerved. Yet it seems probi^le, after all that baa been s^d on the 
subject, that there is no material variation either in the extent or 
position of the glacien amonv the Alps. The glaciers througbont 
the Alps appear to have made a general movement in advance be- 
tween the years 1817 and 1822, in consequence of the coldness of 
the six preceding summers. The glaciers of Boissoos and Btus, in 
the valley of Chamouni, and that of Griodelwald, in the Bernese 
Alps, extended so far in width as well as lengt}i as to overthrow 
large trees of the growth of many centuries. Afterwards they began 
to retreat, and soon regained tiieir original limits. Instances have 
occurred of the sudden advance of a glacier, as in the Gadmenth^ 
(Route 92), where a road has been destroyed by this cause, and 
even of the formation of new glaciers within the memory of man, 
as in the Upper Engadine (F), and at the base of tbe Titlis ; but 
these have been followed by a similar retroceaston, and the newly- 
formed ice-fields are rarely permanent. It is certain that, at pre- 
sent, both the Mer de Glace, under Mont Blanc, and the Griadel- 
wald Glacier, appear to have shrunk, and sunk considerably below 
the level they once attained ; but this may be merely temporary, 
or even only their dimenaions in summer, when most reduced. 
Another circumstance has been lost sight of in the consideration 
of this subject, viz., that the erosive powers of the ice perpetually 
grinding donn the surface of the rock beneath it may have, in 
many instances, considerably enlarged Ihe bed of the glacier. 

Professors Agassiz and Hugi have recently made some interesting 
experiments and observations upon the movement and rate of pro- 

K!ss of the glaciers. In 1829 Hugi noted the position of nuineroua 
se blocks lying on the surface of tbe lower glacier of the Aar, 
relatively to toe fixed rocks at its sides. He also measured the 
glacier and erected signal-posts on it. In 1884 be found evervtbing 
altered ; many of the loose blocks bad moved off and entirely dis- 
appeared, along with the ice that supported them. A hut, which 
he had hastily erected, to shelter himself and his companions, had 
advanced 2184 feet; two blocks of granite, Itetween which it stood, 
then eight Eeet apart, had been separated to a distance of eighteen 
feet, the beams and timbers had &llen in between them, and the 
n^ls and pieces of iron used in listening them exhibited not the 
slightest trace of ruit. A mass of granite, centainins 26,000 cubic 
feet originally buried under the snow of the fim, which was now 
converted into glacier, had not only been raised to the surface, bat 
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wu elevxt«d above it, in the air, upon two pedestali, 
ice; so that it Irt^ party might nave foand shelter under it. A 
signal-post, Btuck into a mass of granite, had not onl^ made as 
rreat an advance as the hut, bat the distance between it and the 
£ut had t>een increased 760 feet b^ the expansion of the glacier. la 
1839 M. Agasstz found that Hugi's calnn bad advanced 4400 feet 
from the position it originally occnpied, when first built in 1S37: 
and, in 1B40, it was SOO feet lower. The advance of the ice-field 
of the Mer de Glace ia calculated at between 400 and 300 feet yearly, 
Bud for eight or ten years past, the mass of the glainer baa bwn 
shrinking and retiring gradnally. 

At the eitremity of almost all glaciers a high traverse ridge of 
rubbish, called The Terminal Moraine, exists ; it consists of the 
fragments of rock which have fallen from the surrounding moun> 
tEuns, the transported debris of the Guffer, (or lateral ana medial 
moraines), and of masses detached by the glacier itself. These 
are heaped up sometimes to a height of 80 or 100 feet. Not 
unfrequently there are 3 or 4 such ridges, one behind the other, 
like so many lines of intrenchment. The broken stones, mud, and 
eand, mixed with shattered fragments of ice, of which they are 
composed, have an unsightly and shabby appearance, being per- 
fectly barren of vegetation ; but each heap ia, as it were, a geo- 
logical cabinet, containing specimens of all the neighbouring 
mounting. The glacier, indeed, has a natural tendency to pur||e 
itself from impurities, and whatever happens to fall upon it li 
gradually discharged in this manner. It likewise exerts great in»- 
chanical force, and, like a vast millstone, grinds down not only the 
rock which composes its cliannel, but all the fragments interposed 
between it aud the rock ; forming, in the end, a sort of stone-meaL 
The extent of the moraine depends on the character of the strata of 
the mountains around the glacier : where they are of granite, or 
other hard rock, not easily decomposed by the weather, the moraine 
is of small extent ; and it is largest where the boundary rocks are 
of brittle limestone and fissile sute. Recent researches of Swiss 
sstnralista (Agasaiz and Charpentier) have discovered extensive 
moraines, not only in the lower part of the Tallais, but even on the 
shores of the Lake Leman, at a h^ht of not more than 300 or 300 
feet above it; clearly proving that, during some anterior condition 
of onr planet, the valley of the Rhone was occupied by glaciers, in 
Htuations at present 40 or 50 miles distant from the nearest ex- 
isting ice-field, and 3000 or 4000 feet below it. 

It is highly interesting to consider how important a SM^ce the 
glaciers perform in the economy of nature. These dead and chilly 
n^s of ice, which prolong the reign of winter throughout the year, 
ate, in realiW, the source of life and tiie springs of vegetation. 
They are the U>ckcd-up reservoirs, the sealed fountains, from which 
the vast rivers traversing the great continents of our globe are sus- 
tained. The summer heat, which dries up other sources of water, 
first opens ont their bountiful supplies. When tbe rivers of the 
pla^ bepn to shrink and dwindle within tbeii' parched beds, the 
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torrents of the Alps, fed b; melting snow snd glaciers, rash down 
from the mountains and supply the deficiencj ; and, at that season, 
(July and August), the rivers and lakes of Switzerland are fullest. 
During the whole summer, the traveller who crosses the glaciers 
hears the torrents rustling and running below him at the bottom of 
the azure clefts. These plenteous rills gushing forth in their sub- 
glacial beds, are generally all collected in one stream, at the foot of 
Uie glacier, which, in consequence, is eaten avrav into a vast dome- 
shaped arcli, sometimes 100 feet high, gradually increaaing until 
the constant thawing weakens its support, and it gives way and 
&lls in with a crash. Such caverns of ice are seen in great per- 
fection in some years, at the source of the Arveyron, in the valley 
of Chamouni, and in the glaciers of Grindelwald. The streams 
issuing from glaciers are distinguished by their turbid, dirty-white, 
or milky colour. 

\ tS. AVAI.ANCRB8 ADD SnOW-STORMS. 
" Tbs aTalBiiche, — the Ihuoderbolt of saim.''— Byron. 

Avalanches (Germ. Lawinen) are those accumulations of snow 
which precipitate themselves from the mountains, either by their 
own weight or by the loosening effects of the sun's heat, into the 
Talleys below, sweeping everything before them, and causing, at 
times, great destruction of life and property. The fearful crash 
which accompanies their descent is often heard at a distance of 
several leases. 

The natives of the Alps distinguish between several different 
kinds of avalanches. The ttaub-lawtnen (dust avalanches) are 
formed of loose fresh-fallen snow, heaped up by the wind early in 
the winter, before it has begun to melt or combine together. Such 
a mass, when it reaches the edge of a cliff or declivity, tumbles from 
point to point, increasing in quantity as well as in impetus every 
instant, and spreading itself over a wide extent of surface. It de- 
scends with the rapidity of lightning, and has been known to rnsh 
down a distance of 10 miles from the point whence it was first 
detached ; not only descending one sloe of a valley, but also 
ascending the opposite hill, by the velocity acquired in its fall, 
overwhelming and laying prostrate a whole forest of firs in its de- 
scent, and breaking down another forest, up the opposite side, so 
as to lay the heads of the trees up the hill id its ascent. 

Another kind of avala nche, the grund lawinen, occurs in spring, 
during the months of April and May, when the sun becomes 

Jiowerful and the snow thaws rapidly under its influence. They 
all constantly from difierent parts of the mountains, at different 
hours of the day, according as each part is reached by the sun; 
from the E. aide between 10 and 12, from the S. side between 12 
and 2, and later in the day from the W. and N. This species is 
more dangerous in its effects, from the snow being ctanamy and 
adhesive, as well as hard and compact. Any object buried by it 
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can only be dug out by the most arduous labour. Men or cattle 
overwhelmed by the staub-lawine can sometimeB extricate thrai- 
selves by their own exertiuna ; or, at atiy rate, from the snow being 
less compact, may breathe for some hours through the interstices. 
In the case of the CTund-lawine, the suBbrers are usually either 
crushed or suffocated, and are, at any rate, so entanrled that they 
can only be rescued by the aid of others. Such avalanches falling 
upon a mountain -stream, in a narrow gorge, have sometimes been 
hollowed out frora beneath by the action of the water, until it has 
forced a passage under them ; and they have then been left stand- 
ing for the whole summer, serving as a bridge over which men and 
cattle might pass. 

The avalanches have usually a fixed time for descending, and an 
habitual channel down which they slide, which may be known by 
its being worn perfectly smooth — sometimes even appearing po- 
lished, by the heap of debris at its base. The peasants, in some 
situatioiis, await with impatience the fall of the regular avalaocbes, 
as a symptom of the spring having fairly set in. 

Danger arises from avalanclies either by their failing unexpect- 
edly, while persons are traversing spots known to be exposed to 
them, or else (and this is the more fearful source of catastrophes) 
fi'om an unusual accumulation of snow raised by the wind, or, in 
consequence of the seventy of the season, causing the avalanche to 
desert its usual l)ed, and to descend upon cullivat^ spots, houses, or 
even villages. There are certain valleys among the Alps in whicti 
scarcely any spot is totally exempt from the possible occurrence of 
£uch a calamity, though some are naturally more exposed than 
others. The Val Bedrello, in canton Tessin, the Meyenthal, ia 
canton Uri, and man^ others, are thus dreadfully exposed. To 
Koard as much as possible against accidents, very large and massive 
dykes of masonry, like the projecting bastions of a fortification, are, 
in such Eituations, built against the hill-eide, behind churches, 
houses, and other buildings, with an angle pointing upwards, in 
order to break and turn aside the snow. In some valleys, great 
care is bestowed on the preservation of the forests clothing their 
Bides, as the beat protection of the district below them from such 
calamities. These may truly be regarded as sacred groves ; and no 
one is allowed to cut down timber within them, under pain of a 
legal penaltv. Yet they not unfrequentiv show the inefficiency 
even of sucn protection against so fearful an engine of destruc- 
tion. Whole forests are at times cut over and laid prostrate by the 
avalanche. The tallest stems, fit to make masts for a first-rate man- 
of-war, are snapped asunder like a hit of wax, and the harkleas and 
branchless stumps and relics of the forest remain for years like a 
stubble'-field to tell of what has happened. 

A mournful catalogue of catastrophes, which have occurred in 

Switzerland, since the records of history, from avalanches, might 

be made out if necessary ; but it will suffice to mention one or two 

instances. 

In 1720 an avalanche killed, in Ober-Gestelen (Vallais), B4 men 
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and 400 head of cattle, and destroyed 120 houaes. The same year, 
40 individuals perished at Brieg, and 23 on the Great St. Bernard, 
from a similar cause. 

In 1749 the village of Buaraa, in the Tavetsch Thai, was carried 
away by an avalanche ; 100 men were overwhelmed by it, 60 
of whom were dug out alive ; aud several of the houses, thouffb 
removed to some distance from their original site, were so IitU« 
shaken that persons sleeping within tbem were not awakened. 

In 1800, after a snow-storm of three days' continuance, an enot> 
mouR avalanche detached itself from the top of the precipice of 
Klucas above Trons, in the valley of the Voraer Rheio ; it crossed 
the valley and destroyed a wood and some chalets on the opposite 
pasture of Zeain ; recoiling, with the force it bad acquired, to the 
side from which it had come, it did frc»b mischief there, and so re- 
volving to and fro, at the fourth rush reached Trons, and buried 
many of its houses to the roof ia snow. 

In 1827 the greater part of the village of Biel, in the Upper Val' 
lais, was crushed beneath a tremendous avalanche, which ran down 
a ravine, nearly two leagues long, before it reached the village. 

One of the most remarkable phenomena attending the av^anche 
is the blast of air which accompanies it, and which, like what ia 
called the wind of a cannon-ball, extends its destructive influence 
to a considerable distance on each side of the actual line taken by the 
felling mass. It lias all the effect of a blast of eunpowder ; some- 
times forest- trees, growing near the sides of the channel down which 
the snow passes, are uprooted and laid prostrate, without having be«a 
touched by it. In this way, the village of Randa, in the Visp-Thal, 
lost many of its houses by the current of an avalanche which fell in 
1720, blowing them to atoms, and scattering the materials like chaff. 
The E. spire of the convent of Dissentis was thrown down by the 
^st of an avalanche, whicb fell more than a quarter of a mile off. 

Travellers visiting the Alps between the months of June and 
October are little exposed to danger from avalancttes, except imme- 
diately after a snow-storm ; and, when compelled to start at such 
times, they should pay implicit obedience to the advice of the Knides. 
It is a common saying, that there is risk of avalanches as long as 
the burden of snow continues on the boughs of the fir-trees, and 
while the naturally sharp angles of the distant mountains continoe 
to look rounded. 

It is different with those who travel from necessity in the spring, 
and before the annual avalanches have fallen. Muleteers, carriers, 
and such persons, use great caution in traversing e^iposed parts of 
the road, and with these they are well acquainted. They proceed, 
in parties, in single file, at a little distance from one another, 
in order that, if the snow should sweep one off, the others may be 
ready to render assistance. They proceed as fast as possible, care- 
fully avoiding any noise, even speaking, and, it is said, will some- 
times muffle the mules' IwUs, lest the digtklest vibration oommuni- 
cated to the air should disengage the nicely-poiaed mass of snow 
above their heads. 
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The avalaDclies, seen and heard by summer touriatg on the sides 
of Mont Blanc and the Jungfrau, are of a differeot kind from thoss 
described above, being caused only by the rupture of a portion of the 
glaciers, which give way under the influence of the raid-day sun 
&nd of certain winds, during the summer and autumn, when other 
avalanches, generally speaking, have ceased to fati. They differ, 
itleo, io this respect, that, for the most part, they do no harm, since 
they fall on uncultivable and uninhabited spots. It is more by the 
roar which accompanies them, which, awakening the echoes of the 
Alps, sounds very lilie thunder, than by the appearance which they 
present, that they realize what is usually expected of avalanches. 
Stlll they are worth seeing, and will much enhance the interest of 
a »isit to the Wengero Alp, the Craraont (on the S. side of Mont 
Blanc), or the boraers of the Mer de Glace; especially if the xpec- 
tator will bear in mind the immeDse distance at which he is placed 
fi^m the objects which he sees and hears, and will consider tbat, 
»t each roar, whole tons of solid ice are broken off from the parent 
glacier, and, in tumbling, many hundred feet, perhaps, are shattered 
to atoms and ground to powder. 

The Snow-ttorm$, Tourmeates, or Guxen, which occur on the 
Alps, are much dreaded by the chamois -hunter, the shepherd, and 
those most accustomed to traverse the High Alps ; how much more 
formidable must they be to the inexperienced traveller ! They 
coDSist of flirious and tempestuous winds, somewhat of the nature 
of a whirlwind, which occur on the summit-ridges and elevated 
go^s of the Alps, either accompanied by snow, or filling the air 
with that recently fallen, while the flakes are still dry, tossing iheta 
about like powder or dust. Id an instant the atmosphere is filled 
with snow 1 earth, sky, mountain, abyss, and landmark of every 
kind, are obliterated from view, as though a curtain were let down 
ion all sides of the wanderer. All trace of path, or of the footstepa 
of preceding travellers, are at once effaced, and the poles planted 
to mark the direction of the road are frequently overturned. la 
some places the gusts sweep the rock bare of snow, heaping it up 
in others, perhaps across the path, to a height of 20 feet or more, 
barring all passage, and driving the wayfarer to despair. At every 
step he fears to plunge into an abyss, or sink overhead in the snow. 
Large parties of men and animals have been overwhelmed by the 
snow-wreaths on the St. Golhard, where they sometimes attain x 
heigbt of 40 or 50 feet. These tempests are accompanied almost 
every year by loss of life ; and, though of less frequent occurrence 
in summer than in winter and spring, are a chief reason why it ia 
dangerous for inexperienced travellers to attempt to cross remote 
and elevated passes without a. ^ide. 

The gnides and persons residing on the mountain -passes, from 
the appearance of the sky, and other weather-signs known to them, 
can generally foresee the occurrence of tourmentes, and can tell 
when the fall of avalanches is to be apprehended. 
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i 19. ooItbb and cbettsisv. 
" QuU tumidum gutlur rairalur in Alpibus." — Jin. 

It is a remarkable fact thnt, amidst some of the most magnificent 
aceoery of the globe, where Nature seems to have put forth all her 
powers in exciting emotions of wonder and elevation in the mind, 
man appears, from a mysterious visitation of disease, in his most 
degraded and pitiable condition. Such, however, is the fact. It is 
in the grandest and most beautiful vaileys of the Alps that the 
maladies of goUre and cretinism prevail. 

Goitre is a swelling in the front of the n 
or the parts adjoining), which increases w 
dividual, until, in some cases, it attains an euormous size, and 
becomes "a hideous wallet of flesh," to use the words of Shakspeare, 
banging pendulous down to the breast. It is not, however, attended 
with pain, and generally seems to be more unsightly to the spectator 
than inconvenient or hateful to the bearer, but there are insl&nceg 
in which its increase is so enormous that the individual, unable to 
support his burden, crawls along the ground under it. 

Cretinism, which occurs in the same localities as goitre, and evi- 
dently arises from the same cause, whatever it may be, is a more 
serious malady, inasmuch as it affects the mind. The cretin is an 
idiot — a melancholy spectacle — a creature who may almost bo 
said to rank a step below a human being. There is a vacancy in hii 
countenance •, his bead is disproportionately large ; his limbs are 
stunted or crippled; he cannot articulate his words with distinct- 
ness ; and there is scarcely any work which he is capable of exe- 
cuting. He spends his days basking in the sun, and, from its 
warmth, appears to derive great gratification. When a stranger 
appears, he becomes a clamorous and importunate beg^r, assailing 
him with a ceaseless chattering ; and the traveller is commonly 
glad to be rid of his hideous presence at the expense of a batx. 
At times the disease has such an effect on the mind that the sufferer 
is unable to find his way home wh^n witbin a few fept of his own - 

Various theories have been resorted to, to account for this com- 
plaint ; some have attributed it to the use of water derived from 
melting snow ; others, to the habit of carrying heavy weights on the 
head ; others, again, to filthy habits ; while a fourth theory derives 
it from the nature of the soil, or the use of spring-water impregnated 
with calcareous matter. 

As the goitre occurs in Derbyshire, Notts, Hants, &c., where no 
permanent snow exists — and no rivers spring from glaciers — also 
in Sumatra, and in parts of South America, where snow is unknown, 
it is evident that the first cause assigned is not the true one ; as for 
the second and third, they would equally tend to produce goitre in 
the London porters, and in the inbabitants of the purlieus of St. 
Giles's. If the limestone theory be true, all other rocks should be 
exempt from it, which is not the case, as far as our experience goes. 
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, . ... only in certain valleys ; nor, wher . . , 

does it exist througoout the valley. It appears in one spot ; higher 
up it is unknown, and in another situation, a mile or two distant, 

Eerhaps, it is again prevalent, A curious example of this is afforded 
y the valley leading up to the Great St. Bernard. Goitre is un- 
known ahove Liddes ; abounds at Vereheres, 800 feet lower down, 
and almost untversBl at Orsiercs ; had the disease depended upon 
the glacier water, it would, of course, be more prevalent near to 
them and in the upper part of the valley. 

A careful attention to the circumstances accompanying its ap- 
pearance will show that it is connected with the condition of the 
atmosphere, and is found in low, warm, and moist situations, at 
the bottom of valleys, where a stagnation of virater occurs, and 
where the summer exhalations and autumnal fogis arising from it 
ftre not carried off by a free circulation of air. That it is, in fact, 
<fae of the many injurious effects produced hy malaria. It prevails in 
places where the valley is confined, and shut in, as it were — where 
a free draft is checked b^ its sides being clothed with wood, or bya 
sudden bend occurring jd its direction — where, at the same time, 
the bottom is subject to the overflowines of a river, or to extensive 
artificial irrigation. The conjecture which derives the disease from 
breathing an atmosphere of this kind, not liable to be purified by 
fresh currents of air to carry off the vapours, is, perhaps, not un- 
deserving of consideration, and further mvestigation on the part of 
the learned. 

Gottre is much more common in females than in males, and 
usually occurs about the age of puberty. It becomes hereditary in 
a family, but children bom and educated on spots distant from home 
and in elevated situations are often exempt from ic. At Sion, in 
the Vallais, which may be regarded as the nead quarters of goitre, 
children and even adults are often removed to the mounlains firom 
the low ground on the first symptoms of the malady, and the 
symptoms disappear where this is resorted to in time. Iodine has 
been applied witn success as a remedy in some cases ; but, as it is 
a dangerous remedy, the administration of it must be resorted to 
with the greatest caution. 
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ABBREVIATIONS, &c. EMPLOYED IN THE HAND-BOOK. 



The poinls of the compass are marked bf the letters N. S. E. W. 

<rt.) right, (L) left,— applied to the banks of ■ riTcr. The right Iwnk ii 
tbat which lies on the right bind of a penoo whose buk is tmned toward* 
the aouice, or to the quarter fiDm which the eurreat deseendi. 

Jkftlu. — Diataneef are, ai br as possible, reduoed to Bngliih mila ; ~ when 
milea are mentkined, they may be understood to be En{^i^ 

The' names of Inns precede the description of every place, (often in a 
parenthesis,) because the first information needed by a trareller is where 

Instead of deuguating a town by the vague words " large," or " smaU," 
the amount of the population, according to the latest census, is aln|ott in- 
Tariably stated, as presenting a more exact scale of the importance and siie 
of the place. 

In order to avoid Tepetition, the Rout«s are preceded by a chapter of pre- 
liminn'y infiirmation ; and, to feoilitate reference to it, each division w para- 
gr^h is sqiaratel; numbered. 

' Each Route is nombered with Arabic figures, corresponding with the 
figntea attached to the Haute on the Map, which thus serves as an Index 
to the Book 1 at the lanie time that it present* a tokriMif eiaot view of the 
great and mintv roads of Switaerland, and of the coarse of public tonveyi- 

Hie Map is to be placed at the end of the Book. 
Hie view of the Bernese Alps to &ce page 67. 

Mont Blanc &om the Br^vent, 331. 
*.* The Coats of Arms on the cover are those of the SS Cantons fbrmiog 
the Swiss Coniederation. 
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SECTION I. 

SWITZERLAND. 



Basli, or BJUe. (Orrm. Basel, 
It^. BuileL)— ^M.- Drei Konige 
(Three Kingi). well litualed, otw 
IcH^ing tfae Rhine, whieb muhes ita 
wM* — a good inn, but enpensi»e ; 
bj fw the belt here ; the houae baa 
been rebuilt on a gnnd stale, aad 
', IS4S; Saurage, in 
UTJted'Or); Krone 
_^e(Storch), by the 
riier dde,«Bi]rt oT commereial houae, 
decent iccommodation, good table 
d'b6t^ but hardl; At for a &mily.— 
'P. P. Not very elean, 

Bnle, capital oF the nov nibdi- 
Tided santon called Bosle-town, a 
■itiMted on tbe Rhine, aud tbe larger 
pOTtioD Ilea on the L bank, which is 
connected with tbe rt. b; a bridge of 
wood, partly supported on atone piera. 
The territory of the tovn extends for 
■bout 4 miles on the rt. aide of the 
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enjoyt eomidersble prosperity from 
tbe remdence of many rich merehants 
banker^ and fiuniliet i^ ancient de- 
•cent, B^ from ita poeition in ar 
angle on the frontiers of France, 



' uilei below Ibe spot wbera tbe Rhine 
flnt beci»nes navigable. It has some 
, of which the moat 



important are those of tibaadi and 
paper. 

EogHsh trarellers hare hitherto 
been too niucb in the habit of con- 
sidering Basle merely aa a balUng- 
pbce for the night, which they quit 
aa soon aa they are fiirni^ed with 
horses ] yet ita situation on higl^ 
sloping banks, oTerlooking the Rfainc^ 
which rushes past in a full broad 
flood of a clear, light gretn, hounded 
by the hills of the Black Forest on 
the one aide, of the Jura on tbe other 
—■ but, above all, ita Minster, and its 
Gallery of the Works of Holbein, 
deserve some attention. It must be 
remembered that Baale, tliough poS- 
ticattj/ a portion of the Swiss Con- 
federation, is yet, Aufsricadji, a part 
of Suabia. and that it retains many of 
the characteristics of an Imperial fVee 
tovn more distinctly than many of 
those which hare continued Gennan, 
and haie become incorporated in 
modern sovereignties. 

The Cathidral, or MUnater, on tbe 
high bank on the 1. of the Rhine, 
■boTC the bridge, diitinguisbed by 
its two spires, and the deep-red 
colour of the sandstone of which it is 
built, is an interesting and picturesque 
edifice, though not c^ beautiful archi- 
tecture. It was begun by the emperor 
Henry II. in 1010, and consecrated 
1019: tbe choir, the lower part of 
the E. end, and tbe crypt beneath,. 
are of this period, and exhibit a style 
of ornament widely different IVom 
what is usually termed Sajon or 
Norman. The 4 columns, formed 
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of groupi of detached pillui, with 
HI^dIm 4iid groteaque capitals ; the 
tomb of the etnprcH Anne, irife of 
Budolpta of Hainburg, and mother 
of the line of Austrian princes, whose 
body waa removed to S*- BUiis in 
1770; and a BtaaB-&iit<date 1469} 
are worth notice in thii part of the 
building. So likewise is the pertat 
of St Gallus, leading to theJN. tran. 
■epti and decorated with statues of 
Chiist and St. Peter, and of the wise 
■nd foolish virgins. In the W. Ihnit 
KK groups of statues i 81. George and 
the Dragon, and St. Martin and the 
'Begga, stand forth with great bold- 
ness. The chuich is uaed now br 
the Protestant service, aod the allai 
^ands between the choir and nave. 
Dearly underneath a rich Gothic 

r try at rood-totl (date ISfil). On 
L of the altai, against a pillar, is 
the red marble tombstone of Eras- 
mus, who died here in 15.16. A 
■turcose. leading out of the choir, 
conducts into a small apartment — 
the Chapter House, or ConaHum't 
Said — in which some of the meet- 
inn of the Council of Basle, or rather 
of Its committees, were held between 
1136 and 1444. It is a low room, 
with four Gothic windows — distin. 
guisbed not only in an historical 
point of view, but alio as being 
quite unaltered tunce the day of the 
Council. On the ISl side of the choir 
ue utuated the very eiteoaive and 
picturesque C2ot((eri — a lucceasion 
of quadran^^ and open halls — 
which, with the space they inclose, 
■till serve, aa they have done for 
centuries, as a bunal-place, and are 
£Ued with tombs; among which are 
the monumeuts of the 3 Reformen, 
(Ecolsmpadius, Gryneeus, and Meyer. 
The claislera were constructed in 
tbe Hth century, and citeod to the 
TSrge of the hill overlooking the 
ilvo'. It is not unlikely they may 
have been the favourite resort of 
Erasmus 

Bdiind the Minster U a Ttmue, 
wUed Dit Ifali, nearly 60 ft. above 



J it is 



the liver, planted with chesnut ti 
and commanding a beautifiil i 
over the Rhine, the town, and 
Black Forest hilla. CI 
the Cluh called Cainnii, containing 
B- readiu-reom, ka. 

lite Miister n situated in a square 
■f connderable siie — in one eomec 
>f which, in a reccas, stands the 
JPaOui library, containing 50J0OO 
Tolumes — among them, the Acts of 
the Council of BUe, 3 vols., with 
cluuns attached to the binding, many 
very important M35., of which there 
a good catalogue, and a fbw of 



the b 



copy 



of his •• Prain of Folly," 
^nal illuttralionB by the pen of 
So&tln. There are autographs of 
Luther, Melancthon, Erasmus, and 
Zuinglius. ThoK! who wish lo see 
the library should apply early, aa tbB 
librarian is usually absent in (he 
afternoon. On the giound-flaar ia 
the GaUtrg of Fainting tmd Drau- 
ingt bg At yamger SoBuiii — a highljr 
interesting eoUection of the works tt 
that master, including the Pasdon «t 
Christ, in 8 eompartmenta, full ef 
lifc^ and ear«rully iniahed; also eight 
sepia drawinga of the same subject ; 
a dead Christ — fortaerly in'ihe MiiK 
steri Holbein's Wife and ChildiM^ 
with eounleoance* AiU of grief and 
misery ; porttaila at Erasmus, of 
Froban the printer — eieellent ; of ■ 
MUe. von OfTenhurg, inscribed " Loia 
Corinthiaea" — twice repeated ( twA 
representations of a School, poiiiMd 
by the artist atlhe age of 14, and 
hung up as a sign over a schod- 
master's door in tfae town of Bella 
Among the drawings are HolhonV 
own portrait — a work of the highcat 
excellence; beads of lb« bmily Meyer, 
sketched for the celebrated piotura 
now in the Dresden Gallery ; original 
sketch for the famous picture of tha 
&uuly of Sir Thomas More — th« 
names of the different a 
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one oi" t#o Jiragnients of the fiescoes 
thenuelTes; fibetcbes in Ink for glosa 
windowB, for the sheaths of deggen. 
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Cdstumes of Basle, &c. &c. Here 
are . sIbo preserved some lieico frag- 
ments d the original Denee of Death, 
wbidi ouee ailomed the valla of the 
IDtHnuucoD Church in B«!e, ami a 
Bet of coloured drawing* of the irhole 
Miiea of ligiirea. Tlie Danee of 
Death has been attrihuted withoul 
oanse to Uolbeiu, aiooe it existed at 
tbe time of the Couneil o( Basl«i at 
least SO fears tiefbre his hiith. Ilal- 
Ijein was born at Ba^e in 14S9 : his 
(drcuDMtances irere bj no means proe- 
[ittioua ; he was even leduced to work 
IB a day-labourer and houae-ptunt«r, 
and punted the outer weUs of tbe 
bmues of the tovu. It ia related of 
L^ that, being employed to decorate 
Of/t shop of an apothecarf, who was 
iptent on keeping the young artist 
ckae at his work, and being disposed 
to n^uir to a o^ghbaunng wine- 
abi^ be painted a pair of legi so 
VXtl; like his own on tbe under- 
mde t^ the scafToldiag, that the apo- 
tbeeary, seated below, belieTcd him 
to be constantly present and diligently 
fanployed. Eioamus, writing from 
Bile a letter of inbrodustion for the 
pailit^. (o one ef his friends, com- 
ylains that "hie frigent artes," and 
tbe want of eucoungement, drove 
Holbein to seek bis fbrtune in £lng- 
laad, where be met with high pa- 
troDags, as Is wdl known. 

In tbe lower atary of the Library 
■le also deposited a number of anti- 
qiudes, bionces, Gragmenti of pottery, 
«oin« &c., from Augit, the site of 
the Boman ^ugtala JIaitracorwn, 7 
miles tnim Basle (see p. 8.). 

The OkncriUy of Basle, founded 
1460, was tbe first great semiuary 
for the advancement of learning 
Mtablished in Switzerland : it aoix 
Rqfoyed a high reputation, and num- 
bered among the lists of ita professors 
the names of Erasmus, Euler, and 
Beniouilli>— the two laal, mathema- 



ticians, andnathies at Bade.. Ha 
University has been greatly injursd 
by the recent and >w)uat aeixnre of 
parts of its fiinds by the Bountry 
diviaion of the canton. Besidea Hm 
Library mentioned above, there ii a 
small and not very important 3f«n»«i 
of Nahral Hiitaiy, placed in a buillk 
ing near the Minatcr. 

The i?ii(AAaii(,ia the Market-plun^ 
is a building Of pleasing Buigondian 
Godiig architecture, busded 1508,' 
and recentty repund wLtiiout ebang* 
ing its chancier. The frcaooes, bow* 
ever, said to be designed by Holbeii), 
previously partly flWterated, are now 
removed. The frieic contains ttaa 
etublaioncd ahiehli of the original 
Swiss eantons ; the armorial beuing 
of oanloD Basle is aaid to be meant 
to represent the case of a cross-bOir. . 
At tbe &oi of tbe *tair« is plated 
a atatue of Munatius PlancuSk the' 
ftunder, aocording to traditio% of 
B^ and of the Roawn colony of 
Augst. 

The greater and lesser councils of 
the canton hold tbeir rittings in the. 
apartments above. 

Tbe Antmal atmtaina a limited col- 
lection of ancient armour, of which 
the only curiosities are a suit i^ chain 
mail, oBce gilt, with plate mail be>, 
nealh it, worn by Charles the Bold 
at the battle of Nancy i two Bur-, 
gundian cannon, of iron bars bound 
round vrith hoops ; and several luita 
of Burgundian and ArmagBao ar- 

The terraced Garden of M. P^- 
oier, on eminent banker, overlooking 
tbe Rbin^ is ^ very pretty spot. 

The gateways, battlemented worju, 
watcb-towers, and ditub, which farmed 
the ancient defences of the town, 
remain in a good state of preserva- 
tion. Tbe FaidtullMrr retains its ad- 
vanced work or " 






: which formerly existed at York 
__, with its double portcullis and 
[WO flanking towers, is particularly 
pigturesque. The macbicolalioiu 
are supported by strange but clever 
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figure* ■pproMhing to the 
te-,u«. 

. Biale is ■ tolerably clean Vo 
its itreeta are plentirull]r supplied 
whb fountuns ; it would indeed be 
reproacb to the inhiibitiuite, if, with 
the rapid And abundant current of 
the Rhine to cleanse tbem from all 
filth, they were iJiowed to remaia 
dirtj. 

' Down to the end of the last een- 
tory (1795). the elocks of Basle went 
*D hour in advance of those in other 
places of Europe — a lingular custom, 
he origin of which is not pteciseiy 
'known. According to tradition, it 
arose from the circumstance of a 
oonspinujy to deUver the toWn to aa 
lenemy at niiidnigbt having been de- 
bated by the clock striking 1 instead 
«f IS. 

Attached to the clock-tower on the 
bridge is a grotesque head, culled 
X-oBemltifnigt which, by the rnovement 
of the pendulum, is constantly pro- 
ruding its long tongue and rolling 
itri goggle eyes — making faces, it is 
Mid, at Little Bssle, on the opposite 
•tide of the river. 

The ancient sumptuary laws of 
Basle were singular 'and severe. On 
Sunday all must dre» in black to go 
to church ; females could not have 
their hair dressed by men ; caniages 
■#ere not permitted in the town after 
10 at night, and it was forbidden to 
place a footman behind a carriage. 
The official censors, called Uniichter- 
herrn, had the control of the number 
of dishes and wines to be allowed at 
a dinner party, and their authority 
was supreme on all that related to 
the cut and quality of clothes. At 
one time tbey waged desperate war 
against slashed doublets and hose. 

Since the Refonuation, Basle has 
been regarded aa the stronghold of 
Metbodism in SwilicriBnd. The 

ably exhibited ia the mottoes and 
signs placed over their doors. These 
liave now disappeared ; but two very 
Angular ones have been recorded — 



In God at how* of grace I Wg, 



Even now, ahould the traveller arrive 
at the gates of the town on Sunday 
during church-time, he will find them 
closed, and his carriage will be de- 
tained outside till the service is orer. 
The spirit of trade, however, went 
hand in hand with that of religion — 
and Basle has been called a city of 
usurers ; 5 per cent, was styled ■' 
"Christian usance" (einen Christ.- 
lichen Zins), and a proclamation of 
the magistrates (1RB3-84) denounced 
those who lent money at a disoount- 
of 4 or 31 per cent, as " selfish, Bvari. 
cious, and dangerous persons ;" Iboae 
who lent their capital at a lower rate 
were liable to have it confiscated, 
because, forsooth, such pcrsmis, "by 
th^r avarice, did irremediable injury 
to churches, hospitals, church pro- 
perty, &c., and are the ruin of poor 
widows and orphans. " 

'Die dissensions which brc^e out 
soon affer the Hevolution of I8S0 
between the inhabitants of the town 
of Basle, and those of the country,- 
led to a civil war between the partiea, 
and B bloody contest near Lies^l 
occasioned the Swiss Diet, in IS32, 
to pasi an ael for the formal separa- 
tion of the canton into two parts, 
called Basle Ville and Basle Cam. 
pagne. The lattor consists of two- 
thirds of the territory of the whole- 
canton, and has for its capital LiA- 
thal. Each sends a deputy to the 
Di«t ; but the two divisions enjoy 
only half a vote each, and when the 
depuli^ of the two parts take oppo- 
site sides (which hitherto has been 
invariably the case), their vole does 
not count. This Revolution has left 
the town of BAle saddled with a dd)t 
of two millions of fi-anks. 

About two miles out of the town, 
just within the Franeh frontier, is the 



.Jioute I. — BtuUto Sienn«~-^ SLJaeci — Domaeh. 



ruined fortren of Hiinittgeti, erected | 
^XJ Louis XV. to orerawe hia Swiss I 
neigbboun, uid dimuntled m 1815. 
. A good represealation of the 
Dance of Death, in burnt cUy, raaf ' 
be purchased of Moehl^ and Schab- 
lite, who have a numufactory peculiar j 
' (it 18 b«lieved) to the spot of " figures 1 

. The tniTeller, entering Switzerland 
by Baile, is particularly leeomniended 
to take the following route, by the 
Val Moutier, or Miinster Thai, on 
hia way ^ther to Berne or Geneia. 
, Althougli potting «a* eatabliabed 
tbrougiiout oanton Basle iu IS39, 
(nee § S. Introduction,) yet, as it does 
not extend into the adjoining cantons, 
Berne and Zurich, tratelUn engage 

on their JDume}'. Returo-coachmen 
Ue generally to be found at all the 
iimsi and there are persons in the town 
Tbo keep horses and carriages for hire. 
, Sttameri go daily (eicepC Sunday) 
from Basle to Strasburg. As they are 
large enough to hold only 3 car- 
riages, places should be bespoken 
for them betimes. They start at 1 
^t 4, or 5 A. H., and reach Kehl 
opposite Strasburg In T hours. 
: There b a Bailaay from Basic t» 
Strasburg by Colmar and MiilbauseD. 
i Trains go 3 or 3 times a day. 
.' See Handbook roa Fbamci. 
: Diliffai,ea daily, in 2 days and 3 
lugh(s,to Paris ; to Berne and Neu. 
chitel, hy Moutiers and Bienne ; to 
Cbaui de Foods and Geneva ; to 
jOhen, Soleure, and Lucerne ; to 
Aarau ; to Zurich ; to Sciiaffhausen ; 
to Baden, Strasburg, Frankfurt 
aM. 

Bah fa BUI, or Bieitne. 
, ISJ Swiss stundcn ^ 54 Eng. miles. 
. Thence to Berne by Aarberg, 7 
(tunden =^ 23 Eng. miles. 

A diligence runs d^ly to Berne 
•od Neucb^teL With a <oiturier the 

rtopping the first night at the good 

tiittei oalled dt rjUvicM, becaott it 



The valley of the Birs, eommonly 
called the Val Moutiers (Miinafet 
Thai, in Germ.), lUrough which thia 
eieellent road pasaes, is the most 
interesting and romantic in the w)iola 
range of the Jura. It consists of* 
series of narrow and rocky defiles, 
alternating with open baaiDa, co< 
Tcred with black forests abo*e, and 
verdant meadows below, enliTened 
by villages, mills, and forges. A 
road was originally carried through 
the Val Moutiers by the Romans, to 
keep up the communication between 
Atenlicum, the IlelTetian capital, 
and Augst, their great fortified out* 
post on the Rhine. 

At 8t. Jacob, about a quarter of ■ 
mile beyond the gates of BiUe, in the 
angle between two roods, a small 
Gothic cross has been erected, to 
commemorate the battle of St. Jacob, 
fought in 1444, when 1600 Swiss 
bad the boldness to attack, and the 
courage to wilhitand for 10 hoursi > 
French army tenfold more numerous, 
commanded by the Dauphin, after- 
wards Louis XL Only 10 of the 
Swiss escaped alive, the rest were 
left dead on the field, along with 
thrice their own number of foes, 
whom they had slain. Tliis almost 
incredible eiploit first spread abroad 
through Europe the fame of Swia* 
valour; and Louis, the Dauphin, 
wisely serang that it was better to 
gain them as friends tlian to oppose 
them as enemies, courted their al- 
liauce, and first enrolled them as a 
permanent body-guard about his per- 
son — > practice continued hy tha 
French monerchs down to Charles X. 
The Swiss themselves refer to the 
battle of St. Jacob as the Thermo- 
pyls of their history. The vineyards 
near the field produce a red wine, 
called Schweitzer Blut(6wiss blood). 

A few miles ftrtber, near Reinach, 
on the oppovte bank of the Birs, is 
another battle-field — that of JOamuh 
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■ Suabian war. The 



i^wtuTC tile Swiu guned B vielorjr 

1499, durlu^ 
bbtis-houK, 1 
the 4uD were collected, Mill eiiMi 
near the Capuchin convent, and ii 
flUed with ikulh gathered from the 
£eld. In the church of &e Tillage 
IfaupertuiB ii buried. A monument, 
Kt up to bis memory by hia iriead 
BemaDilli, was deatroyed by the aari 
of the Tillage, who wan in the habit 
of repairing hia heartlutone when 
broken, with alaba taken from the 
churchyard. It has been replaced 
by a tireth monument let up at the 
•ipenae oT canton Soleure. 
' Beyond Oeach the road entera that 
part of the canton Bern which an- 
rieatly belonged to the Archbishop 
of Bade ; the Talley contracts, in- 
creaaiog in pictureaque bi 



4i Lau^n, — a walled Tillage. 

S^ Soybi^re ( Germ. Saiigren) — a 
TilL^^ prettily situated, with a small 
country inn, tolerably good. A con- 
tracted past, tbe rock* of which an 
the Tt. are surmounted by a convent, 
leadi into tbe open basin of IMI^mont 
(Delsberg) ; but it is unneceasary to 
pan through that little town (situated 
on the way to Portcntruy), as our 
road turns to the I. , and, continuing 
by the aide of the Bira, enters a defile 
higher, grander, and more wild Uian 
any that have preceded it. Iliis is, 
properly speaking, the commence' 
ment of the Val Moutiera. Rocky 
preoipices oTerhang the road, and 
black foresta of flr coTer the moun- 
tains aboTe. In the midst of it are 
the iron fiimaceg and forges of 

1} Courreudelin, supplied with ore 
in tbe shape of small granulated 
red masaea, varying fironl the uze of a 
pea to that of a cherry, from the 
nBighbouring mines. The remark- 
able rent by which the Jura has been 
deft &om top to bottom, so as to 
allov a passage for the Bir^ exhi- 



iHts marks of some great o 
of the earth, by wUeh tbe strata o( 
timeatone (Jura-kalk) have been 
thrown into a nearly vertical 'gosL- 
tion, and appear like a luccaaiiao of 
gigantic walls on each nde of thd 
road. The gorge terminates in aiU 
other open baaiD, in tbe midst tX 
which lies 

\\ Moutiers ^mdval, or Mun- 
Bter — (Jim: Krcraf good)— a Tilta|{a 
aS 1 2S0 inhabitants) named from ■ 
Tery ancient Jtfiiuter of St. Oenuamia 
on the height, founded in the 7tli 
century, and now fast &lliug to ruin. 
There is a car load from Moutitfa 
to the nmmit of tkc Waut»tttin, a 
distance of about lO miles, up-hill 
nearly the whole way, and the latter 
part very rough and bad g fit oiAj 
for the cars of the counu^, one ot 
which, drawn by two hones, may ba 
hired here to go and return fbt 20 tt. 
It passea through tbe villages at 
Grandval (Grossau) and Ganabrun- 
nen \ the ascent occupies 3\ lioui^ 
and the jolting ia very severe. Tiia 
W^saenatein is described in Route 3. 

At tbe upper end of the baun of 
Moutiera the road is Donduct«4 
through aoother defile, equally grand, 
at the bottom of which dn Bira 
tiMms and niihei, overbuiiK by peA 
pendiculat cliflkandliinereiilfits. To 
this succeeds the little plain of Ta* 
TBunea, in which are situated tho 
Tiltagea of Court, Malleray, and 
Dachsfelden, or 

31 TaTmmea (Inna, Couranne, »ery 
good, and moat moderate in cbai^es^ 
bedalfr.JOc; Croiialsogood. Thm« 
are fbot-patha oTerthe mountains fivm 
Court and B^Tilard to Beuchenettc^ 
by which some distance is saved on the 
way to Bienne, but the Fierre Fertuli 
is thus missed. Hie valley to the E, 
of Court, called Chaluat (Tscbaywo)^ 
is inhabited by the descendants of 
the Anabaptists, expelled from Bema 
in ITOS-l I. They are diatinguisfaeit 
by ttieii' industry and umpie man- 
ners: tlie young men wear beards. 
A ftw miles abor* TavMues is th« 



Route 1 . ■:— Pierre Perlttit — Soncdtoz — Bienne. 



sonree of tUe Bits ; before Teaching 
it our road quits the valle}', mount- 
ibg up a steep ascent, in the middle 
of which h passes under the ungular 
and pietoresque archway formed in 
the solid rock, colled 

1 Pitrre PcTtvii. It is probably 
a natural opening, enlarged by art. 
It existed Id the time of the Ho- 
mans, ai is proved by a de&ced in- 
scription on the H. side. 



KUHINI AUOS — — 

VM 

VIA CTA PER.M JK 

W — — VM PATER — 

II. VIE — COL HBLVET — 



■ H stood on the boundary line, se- 
parating the people of (he Ttauraci, 
who extended to BSIe, from the 
Sequani. Tbe archway is about 
40 ft. high and 10 or 12 thick. Tbe 
Mas was fintified by the Austrians in 
1S13. 

J SoDcdKU — (inn not very good) 
— a village in tbe Val St. Imier 
(Oerm. Ergael). up which runs a 
giMid road to Chaux de Fonda, and 
out of which another branches S. to 
Nauchatel from ■V^laret. The road 
to Bienne descends the valley along 
the L bank of tbe Siiie, which forms 
several amall cascades, Tbe pro- 
jecting rock of Rond Chatel was 
occupied in feudal times by a fort, 
and held by the powerful Bisbops of 
B&le, to whom it gave the command 
of this pass. Hie view from the last 
slope of the Jura, over Bienne, and 
its take, bacVed in clear weather by 
the snowy range of the Alps, is ex- 
ceedingly beautiful. 

3 Bienne (Germ. Biel) — 7nn» ; 
H. du Jura, outside the town, good ; 
Couronne, within the town, Mr ac- 
commodation, and moderate. Bienne 
is pretrily wtuated at the mouth of 
the islley of the Suie, at the foot of 
the Jura ; here mantled with vines, 
and about a mile from the head of 
the lake of Bienne (Route 45). It is 
atill surrounded by its aniaent walla 
and watch-towers, and is approached 
hjf several shady avenues. The num- 



ber of inhabitants, chieSy Protest- 
ants, amount to 3000. The town 
ancientlj belonged to the Biihop of 
Bale, but the cLtiiens, early imbued 
witb the spirit of freedom, formed a 
perpetual alliance with Bertie IS 
1359, for the defence of their liber- 
ties, in revenge for which the town 
was burnt by their liege lord. TbB 
Kefbrmation further weakened Uie 
connection between the town and Its 
ecclesiastical ruler,- and at the b&* 
ginnine of tbe 17 th century his 
authority became nominal. Bienne 
is an industrious town, situated kt 
the junction of the high roads From 
Berne, Bale, Soleure. and Neuchatel, 
between all which places there are 
publio conveyances duly. The new 
toad, recently completed, along the 
W. shore of the lake, shorleni the 
distance to NeuchStel by nearly 8 
miles 1 it passes near the IiU SI. 
FUne, celehrated as the residence of 
Rousseau, and is described in Route 
45. There is a steamer co the 
lake. 

Those who have a taste for climb- 
ing may gratify it by ascending 
from hence the Chaaatral, one of the 
highest mountMus of tbe Jiuil, 
3616ft:. above the late, and 4936 ft. 
above the sea, with the certainty of 
being rewarded with a magnificent 
view if the weather be clear, but tbe 
ascent will occupy 5 hours. 

Quitting Bienne the high-road Gnt 
crosses the Suie, on its way into the 
lake, and a quarter of a mile briber 
on, tbe Thiele (Zihl), on its way out 
of the lake. The last is a navigable 
river which drains the 3 lakes of 
Neuch&tel, and Moral, and 
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lower down. On the margin of the 
take, at the outlet of the Thiele, 
sund Nydau — (/an; Beat) — and 
its castle, flanked by round towers and 
surmounted by a tall square keqi. 
Tbe lords of Nydau, an extinct b. 
mily, to whom it once twionged, were 
foes of Berne ; their stronghold now 
bears on its front the Bernese beat. 



Rmtfe 2. — Batle to Schaffhaiutn — Augtt. 



painted of etdtwnl d'ti 
is comerted into the cantoiul ult- 
warehouce. From the slope of the 
hill, near Belmont^ a good liev is 
obtained of tbe lake and uf St. Pe- 
ter's Isle. 

S) Aaiberg (/nn : Krone, Me R. 
.44.) in a town oT 861 inhabitants, 
.OU a rocky promontory, nearly sur.- 
iminded hy the Aar, vhicli, indeed, 

into an isUnd. The road enters and 
quits the town by £ covered brtdgea. 
" On the summit of a hill a little be- 
jrond Aacberg is a monument com- 
jiMitKiT&dng an engagement between 
the Swiss and Frendi in the re- 
volutionary war. Hence there is a 
good »iew of the district of Bicnne." 
C. D. 

4] Bibui — in Route 24. 



17]stunden = £6i Eng. miles. 
. There are tvo roads of nearly equal 
length, one an the 1. bank of Ihe 
Bbina, wbich is traverwd by the 
daily diligence (13 hours ia tbe time 
ocsupied in tbe journey) ; and the 
-other on the rt. bank, through the ter- 
ritory of Baden, which is provided 
with post horses at the follciiriag sta- 
fiona: — Ben gen, 2i Germ, miles; 
.Siikiiigen, 3 (/hh: Badhaus besi) 1 



LauSenburg, 1 1 ) Wsldsbut, 1^; Lau- 
ibriagen, 1 1 1 Riederer, Ij; * 
^; SchalffaBussn, 1. Tii 



Riederer, Ij; Jestetten, 



"with post horses, 10 or J3 houi 
In going from SchalTbausca 
the stalioDS are to Neuhaua 



Hhia 



li the 



3 Augst, nhich stand on each side 
of tbe river Ergola, on tbe site of 
' be Roman city Augiaia SaM-aconm, 
founded by Munatius Flancua, in the 
. reign of Augustus. Its existence on 
thia. spot is sufficiently proved by 



the quantity of Eoman remains that 
baie been, and still are, di>caTere4 
wherever th* ground is turned npi 
There are indications of an amphi^ 
theatre, now converted Into pleasure 
grounds; but the remains of build; 
inga are very slight. " The relics 
which have been found are curioua, 
though the proprietor of the ground 
has arranged them in the style of a 
tea gard«i. There are several co^ 
lumns, inscriptions, tombs, and ftag- 
ments of statues, all of tbe lower en^ 
pire 1 but which the antiquary would 
do well to eiamine as they are in- 
edited."— f. P. 

I] Rheinfelden — (/us: Drei Ko- 
nige) — a town uf 1500 inhab., nir., 
rounded by walls and closed at ntber 
end by gates in the true Swiss fashion. 
It stands on the 1. bank of the Rbine| 
here crossed by a wooden bridge, 
aboie and below which tbe rocka in 
tbe river bed form conuderable refads 
sod &]]«. On the island in the mid- 
dle of the river, which serves as a pie^ 
to support the bridge, rise the ruins 
of the feudal Oatbi of Stein, whiclf 
was destroyed by the army of the 
Swiss Confederacy in 1445. Duke 
Bernard of Sale Weimar gained a 
battle here in tbe thirty years' wai 
(1638) in which the Due de Robaii 

4} LaufTenburg — (/aa; post so 



-nofSt 



nected by a wooden bridge wHI| 
Klein Idufienburg, on the rt. banfc 
of tbe Rhine. The river is here in- 
terrupted by more rapids and bUs, in 
German called Laaffat, whence U>« 
name of tbe pbice. Small boats can 
only pass them by unloading thur 
cargoes above, and being let down 
gradually by stout ropes held by men 
stationed on the bank. It was in 
descending these rapids in tliis man- 
ner that a young English noblemai^ 
Lord Montague, the last male of hia 
line, was drowned — on the same day 
that his family mansion, Cowdny, in 
Sussex, was burnt to tbe ground. 
Tbe accident is commonly, but erro- 
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neousl;, referred to the Rbine fill) at 

-Sehslfluuwn. 

- The mod, leaving oa the it. that 
vwbich leads to Baden and Zurich 
<R. 6.), here orosses the Rhine, enters 
-Baden, and proceedi along Che rt. 

- ^ Waldsbut— (,/hr, Rebatoct 
<Vine), tolerabl; fpoA) \ —a walled 
town of 1000 inhabitants, on the 
4kirU of the Black Poreat. 

A mile above t)iis, near a small 
-titlage called Cobleoi (Confluentia), 
the RJiine is joined bj the Aar. At 
-Waldnliut our rood turns awa; Irora 
The Rhine, and proceeds by Thien- 
oen and Erzingen to 

S\ Neunkirch, a Swiss Tillage, in 
-' canton of SchafThauseD. 

j SCHAFfHiUSKK. Route7. p. 19. 



Ae 



To Soleure 1 2 stundea =^ 39) English 
Iniles ; thence to Bienne 3j stunde. 
, The road, on quitting Bale, crosses 
the river Bira, and proceeds along the 
). bank of the Rhine till within a 
Short distance of Augst (p. 8), where 
4t turns S. to 

3 LierfJW— fon. : Sdiliissel (le 
Ci&)i — BaselsUb. 
' Chief town of the diiision of the 
canton distinguished as Bale Cam- 
pagne (Basel Landschaft), which, 
having leiolted from the toRii of 
B41e after the July rerolution, was 
separated from It by an act of the 
Diet in lSlt2, thougti the two diTi. 
kions are aiill regarded in the Diet but 
as one ettale. B&le Campagne in- 
cludes 5H parishes, with about 36,000 
inhabitants, oialnnitfour-fiftlis of the 
canton. UeMbal contains 3170 in- 
fiabitants, and unce the Hevotution 
has been hurriedly Htted up with the 
t^paratus of goTernmenl, a " kanz- 
ley," or ohsncery, an arsenal, a pri- 
Mn, two gens d'anneB,«rid three sen- 



try-boxes. He pretty and smiling 
valley of the Ergoli, in which it ii 
»tua(ed, was the scene of a shocking 
mBssacreinlH33(August3). Incon- 
sequence of the aggressiona of the 
country people the inhabitants of Bile 
town were compelled to march agunst 
them a force of about 1500 meni 
chiefly citizens, merchants, and (bop- 
keepers, little skilled in the arts of 
war. The countrymen, having gained 
intelligence of the movement, at 
the instigation of a number of foreign 
refugees, placed themselves in am- 
bush along the sides of a luuraw 
defile overlooking the high load. 

men completely enclosed within the 
snare, than a merciless trre was opened 
upon thtm by their enemies from 
behind rocks and buiihes. Ttiej wer« 
instantly seized with a panic, became 
totally disorganised, and. throwing 
away their arms, attempted to Mve 
Ihemselvei by flight. Hemmed in, 
however, on all sides, they were com- 
pletely eiposed to the deadly aim of 
the rifles of their opponenta, who 
picked off the ofijceis and butchered 
indiscriminately many of the wound- 
ed and prisoners. While of the Bile 
countrymen scarcely a man wat 
touched, TO of the townsmen, includ- 
ing some memhera of the first &mi- 
lies of Bale, were killed, and SOO 
wounded, in an aflkir which, from the 
advantages both of nutnbers and 
position on the side of the country- 



sale murder rather than of a battle. 


Beyond Idesthal the valley con- 


racts and assumes a very romantic 


haracteron approaching. 










On the height lo the E. may be seen 


he ruins of the castle, destroyed in 




The road over the Ober-Hauen. 




uptnew of the ascent, has been greatly 
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hMiilf Inden cuiuges. A gradual 
■Meat, ea^lj surmounted in an hour, 
leuli to the summit. A heavy tall. 
•mounting to al b*ti for a carriage 
irith two horses, is paid on croasii^C 
it. On this aeccunt the Svisi voi- 
turim geoarally aToLd this road* 
Tbe correction which the road has 
lindergone oarriei it through the vil- 
lage ot Holderbank, lover down thao 
the aaoient route, which passed oret 
tba crest of the mountain. DoffD to 
fba end of the last centurf so steep 
vai the old road that loaded ffaggons 
vera drawn up on opb side and let 
down the other with ■ rope and wind- 
Um. 

9Bailsthal— <Ai»: RossU (hone) { 
Liiwe) i -— a lillsge at the S. foot o! 
the Hauenstein, beautirully situated 
in a cbarming Tallejr watered by the 
clear stream of the Diinnera, where 
picturesque remains of leuctal ages 
tnbanca the natural beauties of the 
■oanery. Above it, and over the 
foad, t(iwcr the imposing ruins of the 
QutU bJ Fi^ktuttan, it rises mid- 
wajbetween the two roads to Bile, hy 
tha Hauenstein and b; the Passwan^, 
which both unite here. This posi- 
tion gave to its ancient owners the 
power of leyj-iug black-mul upon 
each of these passes. It belonged at 
one time to Rudolph von Wart, who 
was broken on the wheel for his share 
in the murder of the Emperor Albert, 
and was consoled in his agony by the 
presence and fortitude 3t his wife. 
(See Route 6. p. IT.) The castle was 
deittayedbythemeuof Basle, because 
s waggon laden with saflron, belong- 
ng to their mett^hants, had been pil- 
li^ed by the lords of Falkenstein. 

Below Ballsthal tbe road traverses 
iba singular and romantic defile of 
Kita, a rent which severs the Jura 
chain (rom tap to bottom. It derives 
its name from having been olosed 
(filausus) in ancient times by gate 
' La of much imporUuce. 



and wall. 



in a military point of viav,.as one •( 
the main portals into SwitaerlaodL 
In tbe middle agea it was oom- 
mauded by 3 castle*; that of Hwn 
■ its N. mtrancc, DS 






the S. by the BfM^trg, 
E. b^ the Slmiaattm, w 
constituted themselTea into toU- 
gBtherars, levying taies ta thrir owp 
behalf &om dl who passed. At tk« 
N. of the pass standi the village of 
Klua, with ilB iron fumaoes, in 
whieh tbe pea-like iron ore (bcJit^ 
en), BO common in the Jura, b 
smelted. Near Klus the travdkr fe 
greeted by a fine view of the taawj 
chain of the Alps. The Castle of 
Blauenatein was built in tha 13tfa 
century, by the Counia of Falkenstei% 
a poweifiu fimiily, from which many 
Swiss abbots and other ecalesiastic|j 
dignitaries proceeded, while the main. 
branch followed the profeasion <tf 
robber-knights. It was one of these 
Falkensteins who burnt the town <^ 
Brugg. The pass terminates belov 
the small village of Auisere Elus, 
and the road descends into the valley 
of the Aar. On the left bank of tha 
Aar tiaea the ruined CotUg of Biji^, 
{uatnat "PffAni) built by Pep.™ 
Maire du Palais. The emiooioe on 
which it stands is crowned with Sna 
chestnut trees, and tbe view from it 

9J WiedlUbach. 

S 8oi.iuai ~ (Germ. Solothuni). 
— Inn. I Couronoe. 

Soleure (a corruption of St Oura), 
the capital of tbe canton, is pret* 
tily situated on tbe Aar, at the bot 
of the Jura range, and has -IBjO in- 
halntonts. In the middle of the 
ITth century it was surrounded bj 
fortifications of great eitent, which 
took 60 years to complete, and con- 
sumed vast sums of ntoney. In 1 83£ 
the removal of these costly and use- 
less works was decreed by tbe Great 
Council of the canton, and they have 
already, in part, been lerelled. It ia 
on the whole a dull town, with littU 
trade and few i 
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Ibllowin^ objects sre most wortb ii«- 

< At the €iid of the prinalpal <treett 
kppTiHBhed by a Sight ofnept, fluilted 
by fouDtBlnB, Btanda the CalhednJ of 
St. Vtntt (■ soldier of tbe Thebui 
le^fKi), ■ modem bulldmg of Italian 
snhiteeture, fiuiahed 1T7S ; distin- 
guuhed bj its lizei md on the whde 
-bnn^ome. 

The ploQk later (Zeitglocketi' 
^uhn), m the market-place (a eon- 
'tittiiBtian of the same atreet), is stated 
iyf the guide books to be a Boiiuiii 
■woik, wliile a German inwription 
trpaa it attributes ita foundatitm to a 
perkKl £00 yean earlier than the 
Urth of Christ ; but it owes its origin 
in reality to the Burgundian kings. 
It is square in ftirm, and eonstrueted 
of tbe most solid mas^Hiry, rough 
imtdde, without windoir or other 
opening,'for 80 feet. If ire are to 
l^iere the two Idtin rerses on the 
front of this building, Soteure is the 
■most ancient city in N.W. Europe 
except Trerea. 

■ la CalUs nihil 
BxcevtliTrerl 

The ATtnal (Zeugfaaua), not ftr 
ftom the Cathedral, coatuns the most 
eitenisive and cuiians collection of 
«neieat armour in Switzerland. Here 
are sbowo several standards, said to 
bant been tsken by the Swiss in their 
vJMonea over the Burgondians and 
Austrians. These, bowerer, attri- 
buted to Horat and 3empach, prove, 
on eiamination, to be nothing but 
^eoes of coarse cuivass painted on 
Oae side ; the yellow flag with the 
Austrian eagle, said to bave been 
%n>Dght ttara Domach, is probably 
genuine. Amoi^ 60O or 800 suits 
of onnoar are many called Fieoch 
vaA Bu^^ndian. Several specimens 
of wall pieces, or long swivels, Ibr 
' tbe defence of a fortress, are curious. 
Some of tbe armour is fbr sale- 
Hie Mtaewa, cloee to the bridge 
over the Aar, coaltim a collection of 
-Jw* fbasilB, chiefly from quarries 






near Soleure, which win be vlevred 
with great interest by the geolc^sb 
There ore nearly 30 spenmens dl 
fbsul turtle, rarely &tmd elsewber^ 
together with teeth and palates of 
itsh, and numerous fVaginenta of 
sauriana, derired from a formatioB 
which is believed to correspond with 
the Portland stone of England. Tbe 
jaws of mammalia ore said to com« 
from the same locality (?) A suite 
of specimens of (he rocks of the Al^ra 
were collected in numerous journcjB 
by Professor Hugi, to whom belongs 
the meiit of fbrming and arran^ng 
thb cabinet. 

The Ambassador of France to the 
Swiss Confederation resided here 
until the French Hevolution ; hjs 
hotel is converted into a banacli. 
The Catholic Bishop of BUe lives 
here. Hie clergy are numerous and 
poweriiil, both in the town and eai'- 

Soleure. The sisten of St-JoKjA't 
Nmmery, outside the Berne gat^ 
nuke artificial flowers, sweetmeat^ 
and other articles, which they sell at 
the grating. Their pincnshions aie 
clumsy, and themselves not very in- 

Thaddetu KoMciiaht, the Pole, spent 
the last yean of bis life here; Us 
house, in which he died, is nett door 
to the Post-office, No. 5, Gurielen- 
gasse. His entrails are interred in 
tbe church-yard of Zuchwj'l, a mile 
lUstant on the apposite tdde of the 
Aar, under a stone inscribed <■ Vlt- 
cera Thaddra Eot^ussko." 

About two miles N. of Soleure, be-* 
yand the village of St. Nicholas, lies 
the ehepet and Beraatagt of Si. 
Fernm, at the eitremity of a pretty 
v^ey, benmied in by rocks, em- 
bowered in trees, and traversed by a 
sparkling rivulet. It is rradered 
acoessible by paths, ori^nally tbrmed 
by the French emigres, who, at thn 
outbreak of [he French Hevolution, 
sought an asylum here, to the number 
of many hnndred, nnder the guidance 
of M. Oe Breteuil. Tbe valley 
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fbaatiAt in caTCS and grottoes, psrcl; 
totural, partly artificial, and at its 
-^rthet extremity, within a natural 
iii^ of over-arching cliff, stands the 
little CKi^Kl of St. Virttuti behind 
the altar a snull cave haa been cut 
in the lock, and now contains a 
represealation of the holj sepulchre, 
liis s^nt, B pious maiden who aC' 
^ompanied the 31iebau legion, suf- 
fered aevere templatian in this .soli- 
tude, according to the legend, from 
the deril, who, on one occasion, was 
oil the point of carrying her off, when 
■he saved herself by clinging fast to 
the rock, where the hole made liy licr 
finger-nails still remsins, Ontheway 
to the hermitage, near the church of 
St Nicholas, the Chdltau of ITaldigy 
is passed; its oH-fashloned gardens, 
ludoi ' 



Tie Weis. 



-The mo; 



I, howi 



1 the 



neighlinurhood of Soleure, is 
to the summit of the Weissenstein 
(Whitttotk, probably named from iu 
white cliffs of limestone), the moun- 
tain immediately behind the town. 
The distance is about 8 miles, and 



The mount 



n (he a 



chBra-i-bojie, by a road 
somewhat steep, passing through the 
Tillages LangendoTf gnd Oherdoif, 

. behind which it is carried up Uie face 
of the mountain in a series of ilg. 
IBgS. 

A cliar-a-banc, drawn by 2 horses, 

. may be hired at the Couronne, in 
Soleure, for 10 or 12 Swiss francs to 
go and return. If it be detained on 
the mountun for the night, 2 francs 
extra are pud. Pedestrians may find 
a short cut, and reach the top easily 
In 2} hours ; they may visit the Her- 
mitage of Si. Verena in their way to 
or fra. 

A Ilotd and Bath-home has been 
built at the eipense of the (own on 
the brow of the mountain, 3950 feet 

' above the sea level, and 3640 above 
the Aar, at Soleure. It furnishes 

' about SO l)eda, and the accomnuicls- 



tion, though homely, is good. TIm 
charges ace — for dinner at tabl^ 
d'hfile, without wins, 1 fr. 20 rap. ; 
supper 1 fr. bs. ; breakfast of tea or 
co^e alone, 50 rp. ; beds from 8 to 
10 bati. 

The dairy of the establishment ia 
supplied by GO cows, fed on the paa- 

so that milk and cream may be had 
here in perfec^on. 

Many invalids take up tbeir red- 
dence here during the aummer 
months on account oF the fresh air, 
or for the " cure de petit lait" (goat's 
wbey), &c., which is recommended 
in certain complaints. The daily 
charge for those who remain here 
more than a week " en peoBon," is 
6 F. francs. 

The greater portion of visitors, 
however, resort hither merely on acr 
count of the view, remaining on the 
summit one night to enjoy the simiet 

Ilie Inn of the WeissensteiD, and 
the still more elevated summit oiF the 
mountain, called Rothi-flue, S miles 
to the E. of i(, comtnand one of the 
finest diilanl prospects of the Alps 
which can be named. The great 
chain of snowy peaks, &c., here seen, 
spread out along the boriion, eilendt 
for a distance of nearly 200 mile^ 
from the Sentis on the E., to the 
Mont Blanc in theW. Immediately 
in front rise the Junglrau, Schreok- 
horn, and other giants ot the Bernese 
chain. In the foTeground, amidst a 
varied cipanse of wooded hill and 
verdant vale, are seen the lakes of 
Morat, Ni^uchatel, and Bienne, while 
the silvery Aar, on wliich stands the 
' town of 3oleure, winds like a snake 
at the foot of the mountain. . 

Keller has engraved a Panorama of 
the WeisseOBtein, in which etery 
mountain, town, village, and otb^ 
object of interest visible irom the top, 
is marked. One or two copies of it 
are hung up at the inn for the con- 
venience of visicon. 

Another road practicable for » 
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«har-iL-b«nc, buC very rough, detoenda 
the opposite side of the Weissenateiil, 
into the VaJ Moutiera (described in 
p. 6). 



Front Soleure to Bienne is a di>- 
tance of 3} stunde ~ 10 or 12 Eng. 
miles. — The road runs along the S. 
tiose of the Jura. The inn on the 
top of the Weissensteln continues 
long a conspicuous object. 

1} Seliach. 

Oq the TL of the rowl lie the Baths 
of Grange (Grenchea) a large build- 
ings At Boujean ( Botringen t alntost 
a suburb of Bienne, our load &U> in 
with that from the Miiniter Thai 
(Route 1). 

ai Biennt, (p. 7> 



194 stuoden — 64 Eng. miles. 

A diligence goes dsily. 

Tlie road throughout is good. — As 

3 Liesthal, it is ill e same a* 
Boute 3 : here, imiteadof turning S., 
it ascends the vale of the Ergolz, as 
fivas 

1^ ^ssach, a village of 1100 in- 
lulntBnls, and 

a Xaufelfingen. The pass of the 
XTuter-Hauenslein (the hewn rock), 
which now commences, is of great 
importance as an outlet for the laer- 
chandite of SvitzerUod, and as the 
roost direct line of cornmunication 
irom W. Germany to Italy by the 
St. Gotthard. The improvements 
completed bctveco 1837 and ISftO, 
at SD expense of 260,289fr., have 
rendered the slope on both sides to 
gradual, that extra horses arc rarely 
required for caniagee. A toll of 5 
batz per horse is paid, but nothing is 
charged for Vorspann horses. From 
the summit of the pass, after cross- 
-ing the bouodary-lme of Bale and 



Soleuie, a Gneiiew is ohtuoed of the 

great chain of the Alps. 

ajOlten (/»w:KroQe; — Halbei 
Mond — Half Moon), though it 
contains but 1500 inhabitaiita, pro- 
mises to rise into a flourishing town^ 
to the prejudice of Soleure, of which 
it is becoming the rival. Its proa- 
perity is greatly promoted by its pt^ 
sition on the new road of the Unter 
Hauenstein. It is built an the left 
bank of the Aar, and is said to b« 
the Roman UUitntm. Theroadsfrom 
Bale to Lucerne, and from Zurich 
to Soleure and Noucliatel, crosa here. 
The oldpariih church, converted into 
a vood warehouse since the new one 
was built, is of great antiquity ; it 
is mentioned in records as early as 

ia4a 

Our toad crosses the Aar by « 
wooden bridge, and proceeds along its 
rt. bank, through pleasing scenery, 

] Aarbutg— (Jani,' BKrj — KroDe^ 
an old town of 1 500 inhabitants, di»i 
tinguished by its eitenuve CUaM 
on the heights above, constructed in 
1660 i the only fortress belonging to 
the Swiss Confederation, but of no 
use as a ibttification, fbr although i% 
has bomb-proof casemates hewn out 
of the tock, its works have been al- 
lowed to go to decay. It serves as a 
military storehouse for the Swiss Con- 
federation, and forms a picturesque 
object in the landscape, such as it 
met with in the background of old 
German pictures. Outside the town 

At Kreutzstrasse, a mile tartheri 
the high road from Zurich to Berne 
(Route 13) crosses our route. Thg 
Lion is a good inn here. 

The road continues along a pretty 
valley, distinguished by its verdant 
pasture : its substantia! - looking 
houses, many of them with gardens, 
whose walls are often covered with 
thin plates of wood overlapping each 
other like fishes' scalea. It is bor- 
dered by a varied outline of wooded 
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■■ 1 ZofBngm. A fVagtnent of tbe 
castle of Keideo, and a sDlitary tree 
Bcrehed 00 ■ rock bedde it, beoomc 
eoiwpictiou* befiwe reaching tke vil- 
lage vT Beiden, where a toll of 8 bati, 
inehtding nil the road to and from 
tUs to I.aeenle, is pud. 
- A vieir is obtuaed of the Lake of 
Sempach, and of a smaHer lake called 
Vauensee, ftom the height abore. 

4 SUrsee— (An- Hiraeh ; bud and 
dear) — an old walled town, who* 
^ate-tovers atill bear the dc 
h«aded eagle of Aintria cured in 
ttone. "The traTeller maj well em- 
^y a few momenta In nBmining 
ttie Saihhina, much dilapidated, but 
■fibrding ■ good specimen of the 
wcullarittes rf the Gcnnatt-Bni^ft- 
dim style. The general outline re- 
•embles the old Tolbootb of Edin- 
bnigh."— P; SuTsee lies at the dis- 
tance of about a mile IVom the N. 
«ilremit; of the Lake of Sempach, 
whleti is seen over and among the 
orchards on the left of the Toad in 
going to Lueeme. It has no pretan- 
eions to great beanty, but ia pleasing. 
uid highly interealing historicaUj' 
ftom Ibe famous BaiOe of Stmpach 
(1336) — the second of Uiose great 
and surprising Tictoiies by which 
Swisa independence i^aa establi&hed. 
-It was fought on the E. shore of the 
l^e, behind the litde town of Seui- 
jpacb, oppoute which the lake a 
into full »iew from our road. 
1805, a pordon of the water of the 
lake was let off, in order to gain Ian " 
along its banks i thus its extent i 
tHminished, its aurfiue lowered, an 
{la form somewhat altered from whe 
it was at the time of the battle. 

A small chapel, in the form of 
portico, is erected to commemoral 
the victory, on the spot where Let 
paid of Austria (son of the Duke of 
the same name who had been de- 
feated 71 years before at Morearte 
lost hU lifb. The names of thi 
who Bill, both Austrians and Swiss, 
were inscribed on the walls, which 
•Im beai a nide fresco lepresentatiim 



of Ibe noble devotion of Anutd dt 
He at bUtlcmartjn cblef ! , ' 

or bul Anilrhin iimL 

Wi>rdimira.J 

He was a knigbt of Unterwaldeil, 
who, observing all the eflbrts of Oii 
Swiss to break the ranks of their 
enemies toiled hy their long lancet 
eiclaimed, " Protect my wife and 
children, and I will open a ()ath to 
fieedom." He then rushed fbrwavd, 
and gathering iry his arms as many 
lanoes as he eould grasp, burjed them 
Id his bosom. The contid«ate9 wera 
enabled to take advantage of the gap 
thus formed in the mul-clad rKnka 
of the foe, bdbre the Austrian lancers 
had time to eitricste their entangled 
wetqtoDS from bis corse. In ordw t« 
oppose the Swiss, who fou^t on foo^ 
many of the Austrian nobles had 
dismounted Co form a serried pha- 
lanx ; but the armour which ren- 
dered them almost invulnerable on 
horaeback, and which, while they 
remained united and in close column, 
had formed so impenetrable a barrier 
to the attack of the Swiss, now that 
tlieir ranlu were broken, disabled 
them from coping with their tight- 
armed and active foes. 600 niri>1eE 
were slain, and more than 2000 com- 
mon soldiers ; while the entire force 
of the Swiss, who achieved this 
victory, is said not to have exceeded 

At Buttisholz, a village about 3 
miles from Sursee, and OD the S. of 
our road, may he seoi a mound, 
called the Bngtiih barrota, because It 
contains the bones of 3000 of our 
countrymen, followers of the cele^ 
brated CondoCtiero leader, Ingelrun 
de Coucy, who were defeated here, 
1376, by the inhabitants of Enlle- 
buch. This Ingelram de Coney was 
son-io-law of Edward IIT., king of 
England, and Earl of Bedford. 
Having a f^ against I<eopold df 
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AoMrii^ be Dot onlj Uid waste hii ' 
territories, but made derutating iu- 
rimU into the neigUioiuing Swi*9 
eantmUifroiit tiieJui* to the gMea of 
BenU and Zurich, until bia career 
wu niddcnly utetled bera bir » few 
tunidred SirU> pea*aDtB. Tbii>ae- 
tiim pat an end to a struggle known 
In. Swiae faistor? as the. EugLish war. 
- The appioaeh to LaceRie ia 
cUuming : on the 1. riua the Rigi, 
in ahBpe soDiewhat in nulling a 
horsed back ; on tbe rt the I^latiu 
is diitinguiihed hj iU Mnalad ridge. 
AHa etoadv *^ "^^ stream of 
tbe Emma b; ■ wooden bridge, we 
reach the bank* of the gieen Raat, 
lushing out of the take of Luoerae. 
On the rt tbe new road to Beme, l^ 
tbe Entlebuch, is passed. Lucema is 
ennoiioded on this side bj a battle- 
mented wall, flanked at Interyals by 
a DDDd>« of tall waUib-tower*, d»- 
scending to the margin of the riTcr. 
4 LnciaHi. Route'I6. 

ROUTE 5. 



19stunden— saiEng. milee- 

Diligences iaHj. 

Tbe road is the same as Routs 9, 
as bras 

Si Bhoinfetdcn (p. B.)-M Stein il 
fjmts the side of the Rhine, and as- 
cends tbe Flick thai to 

3| Flick— (tbe Ange ie not a good 
iiiD) — a village of IBOO inhabitant!, 
with a church on a beight. Here 
-our route branobes out of the high 
mad to Zurich. ( R. 6. ) The Fiick. 
thai and surrounding district belonged 
to Austria down to ISOl. 

1) Staffelegg. Above this Tillage 
is a depression or col in the chain of 
tbe Jura, over which an eas; carriage- 
road has been oonslructed at the 
pause of the goremmeat of the 
ton. A gradual descent leads down 
into tbe valley of the Aar, wbieh is 



„ „ s. — Hie ehtef town of the cu- 
ton, Argvrie, whieb was ftrst in- 
cluded in the CenfMo^don 1S0% 
bavLag previouily formed a subject 
'nee (rf canton Bern. Oontaina 
inhabitants, and is situated «■ 
t. bank of tbe Aar ; the bridge 
it was si^ept awa; bj an ImmL 
n in 1831. Simcmd called it, IB 
, "an odious little plaoe;" but 
t mush improved and inorsaeed 
then. It lies at the S. b«a 
of the Jma, here partly coverad witk 
vioeyardi, lliBre are many extsnsiTe 
Dottoo-inilli heia. 

The amUutiu, in wbieh tbe Mn- 
tonal ooimoilB are bald, Indodca 
within its eiicuit the towsa of a feodal 
BHtle <£ the Connis von Rore, wbieh 
may be ngarded aa tbe nuolaBS of 
the town. In the wrisft eitiral, 
Protestant and Cath(£e scrrieaa are 
peribrmed iltematdy. 

Heory Zsohokke, the historian and 
novel-writer, leudes bcre. Wben 
the armtti of the French Revolution 
took possession of Switzerland in 
1789, and dastroycd its ansient finm 
of government, Aarau was made 
capital of the Helvetian Republio, bat 
it was soon tranrfbrred to Lueerna. 

The batkM e/ SeMntaucA (p. 18.) 
are about 10 miles &om this. The 
road to them runs along the rt. bank 
of the Aar, pasdng several castle^ 
the most omupicuoui of which la 
that of Windeck. Close to Schinti- 
naefa rise tbe ruins of tbe Catlit qf 
Sabibtay, the cradle of the House OT 
Austria (p. 17.). 



reekcnied IT poets. 

Diligencaa go daily. The road 

fbllows the Bhme a* br as 

Biieinrelden (B posts). < R, S. p. &> 
SiMn (S^ pesi*^ at tbe entnaoe rf 
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the FrickthaB, has a comfortable ii 



retty* 

Jhe Tivec! to tbe village and chalesu 
of Zeobing, OD the opposite tide. 

7 FtLcli. — (Am.- "L'Ange; yety 
indifferent and veiy ciorbitanL 
There is floolher, which is at least 
worthtrying^deS.) Passing through 
the Tillages HoTnuBBCQ atid Effingea, 
.The Toad crosses the bill of Biitiberg, 
Vhose culminating point, ISjO ft. 

the Alps. It iras called Mdu Foccd'w 
by the Romana, wlio conBtruDted a 
h't^^ay across it; and on thia spot, 
«ocording to Swiss antiquaries, VBS 
ibu^t the battle bo fatal to the Hel- 
vetians, in which they were defeated 
by CfEoina, and the Legion called by 
Tacitus Sapax, from its exactions 

Opposite the small but pleasant 
inn, " An der Linden," there is a re- 
ntarksbly fine view of tbe Castle of 
Hatoburg and town of Brugg, with 
the Aar in ii-ont, and tbe distant 
chain of Bernese Alps behind, in- 
cluding the Jungfrau and Blumlis 
Alp. 'Hie road descends a long hill 
to Brugg, crossing the Aar by a 
wooden bridge, 70 ft. long. 

3 Brugg. or Bruck— (Am: Stem, 
£toile 1 — Rothes Haus, Maison 
JLouge) — a walled town of great an- 
tiquity, having h 






-of tl 



uice to it 
oofed to' 



■use of Hahshurg, 
abitants. The aiit 
re guarded by high 



It 



physician of Frederick the Great, 
who wrote on Solitude. 

The country around Bnigg is 
interesting, both in a geographical 
and hititorioal point of view. In tlie 
plain, a little below the town, three 
of the principal rivers of Switierland 
wbioh drain the N. sloped o{ the 
Alps, from the Grisons to the Jura, 
tlie Linomat, the Reuss, and the Aar, 
form a junction, and, united under 
the name of the Aar, throw iheni- 
selvea into tbe Rhine about 10 mites 



below Brugg, at a place called Cob> 

Close upon this meeting of the va' 
lers, and on the triangular tongue of 
land between tbe Aar and Reuss, 
stood PiHdotMia, the most important 
settiement of tbe Romans in Helve. 
tia, as well as their strangest fortresa 
on this ^ontier, on which they placed 
their chief dependence for maintun- 
ing this portion of their empire. Its 
works extended 12 miles from N. 
toS, 

Yet scarcely any portion of it now 
appears above ground; traces of an 
ampliitheatre, a subterranean aque- 

Brauneggberg, 3 miles off, founds' 
tions of walls, broken pottery, in- 
turned up by the spade from time to 
time, and its name is preserved in 
that of the miserable little village i^ 
mndiKk. 

" Within the ancient walU of Vin- 
donissa, the castle of Habsburg, the 
abbey of Konjgsfeld, ajid the town of 
Bruck, have successively arisen. Tbe 
philosopliic traveller msy compare 
the monuments of Roman conquests, 
of feudal or Austrian tyranny, of 
monkish superstirion, and of indus- 
trious freedom. If he be truly a 
philosopher, be will applaud the 
merit and happiness of his own 
time." — Gibbon. 

Half a mile beyond the walls of 
Brugg stands the Abbey of Kljmgs- 
jir<&ii (King's Held), founded, 1310, 
by the Empress Eliiabeth. and Ag- 
" if Hungary, on the spot 



where, 



and father, 



nad-hou 



8 before, 
the Emperor Albert, 
The convent was 
i&, and is tiow con- 
n.house, an hospital, 

The Cliarch, 



pidly falling ,< 

though dilapidated, c< 

painted glass; and tne emgies in 

stone, as large as life, of a long train 

of nobles, who fell in the battle of 

Sejnpacb. The large vault* beneath 
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wer« the burul-plaee of num; nwin- 
ben of the AiwCiian bmily, includ- 
iag Agne^ and LeopcAA, who felt *t 
Sempach, but they vere remored 
bence into the AustrUn dominions in 
ITTO. Aocording to iradilkia, the 
tiigb altar atanda on the ipot vheie 
Albert fell. He had eroded the 
feiry of tbe Reus in a small boat, 
learing hiiniite on the apposite bank, 
and attended only by the four eoo- 
spiialOTS. The chief of them, John 
(rf' Suabia, nepbew of Albert — who 
bad been iostigated to the design by 
the wrong be endured in being kept 
out of his paternal inheritance by his 
uncle — fint struck blia in the throat 
with fai» lance. Balm ran him 
through with bi> aword, and WalUr 
yon Escbenbach cleft his skull witti 
p felling-stroke. Wait, the fourth, 
took no share in the murder. AI- 
tbougb the deed waa so openly done 
in broad day, almost under the walls 
of the Imperial Castle of Hahshurg, 
and in sight of a large retinue of 
armed attendants, the murderers were 
able to esciqie in different i^ectioas ; 
and the imperial retainers loab to 
flight, leaving their dying master to 
)>reatbe his last in the arms of a poor 
peasant vlio happened to posa. 

It iDyil bead upoD her 



Fait giuhed the foi 
)WUb her long hil 



s hand against bimj they all 
iscapea — hut upon their fiunilies, 
leUtions, and (ri^ids; and 1000 lie- 
liniB are believed to have expiated, 
with their lives, ■ erime of which 
tbey were totally innocent. Queen 
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Agnes gratified ber B|Hrit of veo-- 
geance with the si^t of these horrid 
eieoutiona, eiclaiming, while 63 un- 
fortunate men were butchered before 
ber, " Now I bathe in May-dew I" 
She ended ber days in the convent of 
Kiinigsfelden, which she had bunded 
and endowed with the emfiicated 
property of those whom afae had 
slaughtered. Penance, prayer, and 
alnu-giving could avail but little to 
atifle the qualms of a guilty eon- 
science for the hltNidy deed* which- 
ahe had committed ; and it is rcoolded 
that a holy hermit, to whom ahe bad' 
applied for abeoluliou, replied ttf 
ber — " Woman I God is not to be 
served with bloody hands, nor by the- 
slaughter of innocent peraona. nor by 
convents built with the plunder <rf 
orphans and widows, but by mercy' 
and forgiveness of iiyuries." lite 
buildinft in whioh she passed SO yean 
of her life is destroyed ; that which 
is shown as her cell is not so )□ 
reality. There was a grove of oaka 
OD the spot at the time the mutder 
was committed. He tree under 
which Albert fell was converted into 
a chest to hold Agnes' jewels, and is 
still preserved. 

About two miles ^m Brugg, on 
a wooded height called Wiilpelsber^ 
stand the remains of the Outfa a/ 
Hattburg, or Habiehtsburg (Hawk's 
Castle), the cradle of the House of 
Austria, built in the Ilth century 
by Bishop Werner, of Strassburg, Ul 

fragment of the original biuldiiig> 
now exists. The tall, square keep of 
rough stones has walls 8 ft. tbisk; 
and beneath it a dungeon, to be en- 
tered only by a tiap-door in the fltfor 
above. The view from it is pkv 
turesque and interesting ; the eye 
ranges along llie course of the three 
rivers, over the site of the Itomaa 
Viudonissa and Konigsfeldan, the 
sepulchre of imperial Albert: on the 
S. rises the ruined castle at Braunegg, 
which belonged to the sons of the 
tyrant Geasler) and helow it Birr, 
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Miae Pnttloni, flie teuher, died, 
SBd'is buried. It lakn in at a singla 
^anoe the whole Sniu patmnony of 
Ifce Habgburg* — on estate- ftr more 
Bmitad than that t^ man; a Britiih 
peer — from which Rudolph was 
sailed to wield the seeptre of Charlc' 
mafne. The House of Austria were 
deprived of tbeir Swiaa territoriea bj 
papal tnn, 150 yesn after Rudolph's 
deralion ; Mt it ia belWred that 
tte n^ has again 'twcome the pro- 
perty of the Austrian Emperor by 
pur^uae. 

Below the eaMle, at the foot of the 
Wiilpel*Mg, and about 3 mflea 
ftom Bnfgg, lie the Batlu of Schhtx- 
nocA, also called Habsbur^er Bad, 
ttte moat frequented watering-place 
in SwitMrlaad. The principal build- 
ingaare the Great Jnn (OriMBer Oatt- 
hirf) and the Bali-funae, in a semi- 
•drenlar fiwtn; " There are six apart- 
menta, with lai^e iltting-rooms, and 
SCO beds. Hie table d'hate aalooD ia 
1 80 ' Fr. ft. long, and 500 peiBons 
frequently ^t down to dinner to- 
gMhet in the Beawm. There are 160 
iMtha all exactly alike, Imed with 
Dutch tiles. Each Tisitor has bii 
own bath for the dme be remains, 
and there ia an admirable contriTance 
fiw ventilating IL What pleased us 
most in this vast eatabUshment was 
the attention whioh is paid to the 
wants of the poor. There ii accom- 
modation for 90 persons both in baths 
and beds, and they are prorided with 
these, as well as with medical attend- 
•aoe, IVee of all Mpense. TlieTe are 
flinds, Ukewise, for their maintenance, 
Kbioh are increased by a poor-box 
cmrried round erery Sunday by a lady 
ftnd gentleman at the tabte-d'hate. 
T^re are two resident phyaiciana. 
The water ia 60° Falir. ; it tastes 
Mrong of sulphur, Epsom and Glauber 
■sits, by no meana a pdatable draught. 
The vintora are chkfl; French, — 
s*^ fbir Bngliah; hence, though 
provisions are dear in this country, 
the tabU-d-hftte coats only 3 &." 
iK'Fm. The waters are efficaeiona 



cutaneous disorden, in rheumatlmi 
id gout, and for wounds. SehintT: 
nach owea little to nature eieeptltt 
'S. Some pretty walka hBTi! 
been made near the houses, and wind* 
ing paths, under the shade of trees^ 
lead up the hill to Habiburg. 

BASLB TO iuajcH^(c<M(i<niBl^ 
On quitting Brugg, the road 
passes the convent of Kopigsfblden, 
trsverstng Oberdoif (near which are 
scanty remains of a Roman amphi- 
theatre), and skirts on the 1. the vil- 
tage of Windisch (p. 16.), before it 
crosses the river Reuss. It then 
proceeds up the 1, bank of the Unt-« 

a. Badai— (Am: Waage (Bl' 
lances) tolerable hotel and cinl land- 
lady ; — will suit those who do not 
wiah to cross the water to the bath* 
where the best hotels are'.— L. tfe B. 
This ancient walled town, of 1800 
inhabitants, is squeezed within a nar- 
row defile on the 1. bank of the Lim- 
■iBt,here crossed by a wooden bridge. 
The ruins of the CaiiU, nearly M 
large as the place itself, overlook it 
from a rocky eminence. It was an' 
ciently the strong-hold of the Aus- 
triaa princes, and their re«dense iriiila 
Switzerland belonged to them. Here 
were planned the eipeditioDS against 
the Swiss, which were frustrated at 
Morgarten and Sempach. At length 
when the Pope, in 14IS, eicommu- 
nicated the Archduke Frederick, the 
Swia took it and burnt it. In Ml 
RaMuua of Baden the preliminaries 
preceding tbe treaty of peace which 
terminated the war of Succession, 
were arranged by Prince Eugene on 
the part <rf Austria, and by Mardial 
VillaiB for France, in 1712. 

Baden, like its namesakes in Ba- 
den and Austria, was frequented mi 
account of its mineral waters by Hie 
Romans, who called it Thtrma Hd- 
vetica. It was sacked and destroyed 
by Coecina. 

T^SotiU— <Am: StKhhof,be«(; 
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— Hintwhof; — Rube>-^Bi« litii' 
ttted «a Ihe borden (rf' the Linumt, 
• quwter of s mile beluw, or N. ^ 
tba.town. They are lemrted to 
b«tveen the months of June, sad 
September by numeroiu linlora, 
cbiefly DBtiws of Switwrland. Hie 
Vatei* are warm and nilpbuT«oui^ 
bninga temperature of 3S Beaum., 
and are good for rheumatism, &c. 

Tfa* Grmit BaOi, on the t. bank 
of the rirer, are ftequenled by the 
upper cIaBH« — thoaeon tfaeoppotUe 
•ide by the lower ordeie. 

The Swiss Baden, though not 
equal in beauty ta iti nameaakei In 
o^r p4rta of EuTO[ie, boa consder- 
able BttractiouB in the country around 
it, vhich is particularly mteresting to 
the get^ogist, as affording proo& of 
the great (courulsion of nature by 
irbicb tb« Limmat and other riven 
ideaoending - fiom the Alps forced 
their way through the eppoaing bar- 
rier of the Jura, to join the Rhine 
aod the na. The nieky height* OQ 
each ude of the river — Ihe one aur- 
inounted by the ruined (aatl^ the 
ofliei partly covered by vineyards — 
ibrm the pprtal throagh which this 
great eruption at waters was poured 
out. Before this gfuge was formed, 
Saden and the country aboie_it must 
have been a nut lake. 

Agreeable walks are made for 
invalids by the side of the Limmal, 
and many pleasant eioursions maybe 
nude in tiie country around — the 
moM intereiting being that deacribed 
abcFve, to Schintxnach (8 miles), by 
Windisch, KonigsFeldeu, and Haba- 

bDTg. 

Soman relics- are constantly dia- 
oovered in this distriot. CambUag 
appears to have been a prevailing 
vice among the viulors to the bathj^ 
and the Ronaan - Legions stationed 
here, «nce a ncdghbouring field has 
obtained tbe napw of Dici MtadoiB 
(Wurfel Wiese), &om the quantity 
of dice dug up in it 

The pleaaanteet: road to Zurich 
from. Badea is said to be that along 



the rt. bank of tke Limmtt. St 
jianes at the distanee of about two 
miles the eonvenl of fTtt ti agm, a vaat 
palatial building with many ooiDt^ 
gardens, &c. nirrounded by a hi^ 
wall, situated in an angle ibrmed bf 
> bend of the river, au p p reawi l by 
theeouncilof the Canton. Itaaliwist, 
founded in 1 3ST, eoBtaina tonfaa of 
some early ooimta of Habsbnrg and 
Kyburgi painted glns^ caned Mall^ 
&c , 

Tlie route takea by the di%ctlM 
follows the L bank of the Limmat M 

2\ Dietikon. Neax this viUoga 
Ihe French, under Haasena, erossad 
the river, Sept. S4, IT99,— amastae^ 
movement, which kd'to the daleat ot 
tbe EuBsiaoB and the capture of 
Zurich, 

1] Zdbicu. In Boute 8. 



SCHUTBADSIH. — (AuUl Hottl 

Weber, a sew eal^liihment i atile 
outaide tbe Uwd, near the antnooB 
Aom the side of Gennaay, commandi. 
ing a view of the Rhine &11 and Atp^ 
ao rooinsi table dligte at 1 and S; 
omnibus to meet the alGuaars and 
eeacbea. Fauoon. Couronne. good 
and clean. Lion, small, but comfort- 
able. There is an inn close to tibe 
Rhine &11, about 2 miles out of th« 
town, not very good.) There isa 
Swiss Eilra'pOBt house here, where 
horses are supplied for the first rt^e 
on tbe roads to Constance and Bal^ 
Schaffhauaen, a town of 7500 inha- 
hitanlB, stands on the rt bank of tlw 
Rhine, just above tbe spot where the 
rapids and &lla oominecMe, whicb 
render that river unDavi^aUe as £at 
as Baale. Itmasoriginallyalandii^ 
place and magazine, at wbiob tika 
portage of goods began and endai^ 
and oires its origin and name to tha 
boat or tiiff lumttt, here erected. It 
is distinguished above almost evo^ 
other town in Swiiie rl a n d faf the 
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auUqae aiddtciiture of its bouses, 
vhoae fronti und projecting oriel 
wiodovs are decorated with earrings 
.Vidstuoeo work. Muly of them were 
oiigtoitll; entirely sofered eiteraally 
-with fresco paintings, but of theM 
there are now few eiMnples ; the house 
called Zum£itler, nearly oppomtethe 
Couronne, ia one of the most re- 
markable of tiuwe that remain. The 
hoiues or haUt of Ihe anoirait CkiUi, 
or Ziaiflt, ate worthy of attention on 
iccouDt of their quaint InKriptianB 
and allusiTe oraamenU. The wall 
■and turreted gateways of the town 
have been preserved, and ruiaieh very 
picturesque subjects for the pencil. 

It is altnoat exclusively on acconat 
of its vicinity to the celebrated Falk 
of the Rhine that Scbaffhausen is 
visited. . It has little resort, eioept 
from the passage of travellers, it 
being one of tbe portals of Switzer- 
land, and there is little within the 
town to deserve notice. On the 
height above it rises the curious and 
.'perfect feudal feut/e called UnnoA or 
■MamoA. lis towers have walls of 
great thickness (18 ftM), said to be 
'of RoDvui (?) ooostruotion ; the build- 
ing, however, was not flnished In its 
-present state till 1564, It is provided 
with bomb-proof casemates, capable 
of sheltering many hundred persona, 
-Many subterranean passages lead from 

TKt Mimter — originally the Abbey 
.oFAllSainls — wasfoundedl053. It 
is a building in the Romanesque, or 
lound arched style, remarkable for its 
antiquity, the solidity of its conslruc- 
-^n, and as exhibiting en unaltered 
apecimen of that style. Hie arches 
of Ihe nare are supported by single 
circular columns, and those in tbe 
centre of the transept by square piers 
■of the most massi«e kind. The cloia- 
ter attached to the church concuns a 
;pro^iaion of monuments of the ma- 
.{^tratesand patrician bmi ' 



L 



The celebrated wooden bridge o' 
'the Rhine, of a ungle arcb, 365 f 
in qNm, was burnt by tlie Frttnob 



feet 



1799, and is replaced b^ one of the 
most ordinary GonslTUctian. A model 
of the original may be seen iu the 
town library ; the architect waa a 
carpenter from Appeuzell, named 
Grubenman. 

The Town Library contains tho 
collection of books of the celebrated 
Swiss historian Miiller, who was bom 

Diligaicei go AiUy hence to Zurich 
and OSenburg (on the road to Strai- 
burg and Frankfurt) ; to Constance ; 
to Berne (by Sursach, Brugg, and 
Scbintinach) ; to Stuttgart, and to 
Ulm and AugAurg- 

A ittamer runs daily between 
ScbalHiBUBen and Constance. 



The Falls are about 3 miles below 
Sehaffhsusen ; the road to Zurich 
passes within a quarter of a mile of 
them. At the village oTNeuhausen, 
10 minntes' walk from tbe fell, there 
is a small inn, Zum Rhein&ll : 
charges — beds 3 fr. ; dinners 3 tr, •, 
break&st l\ t. 

These quarters are convenient for 
those who would enjoy the aspect of 
the cataract at various hours, at sun. 
rise and by moonlight. It will take 
at least 3 hours to see the tails tho> 
roughly and return to Neuhauaen, 
including the time occupied in crosb 
ingandrc-crossingthe river, OosetO 
the fsll is sn iron furnace i tbe wbeell 
of the hammers are turned by the 
fell, and tbe draught caused by the 
rush of the waters supplies the place 
of bellows. 

The best mode of visiting thA 
falls from Schaffhausen is to bin a 
boat from thence (coats 4B kreuti.), 
and descend the river, which already 
forms a sticcession of rapids, by nd 
means dangerous under the guidance 
of a boatman accustomed to the river. 
When Ihe increased celerity of the 
Current, and the audible roar announce 
that the skiff is approaching the fells, 
the steersman makes for the I, bank, 
and lands his pasaengera Under the 
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picturesque eaitle of Lauffm, ritu- 
Bted on ■ high rock merlooking the 
fati, within the Cantoa of Zurich. II 
is occupied nud rented by an artiit 
Vho ipeaks English, and cbai^ea 1 
paae aduussion for each person. . 
The advantage of approaching the 



memory of a 
able. 



&11 






n of it until it is at once presented 
in >ta most magnificent point of view, 
from the little pavilion perched on the 
edge of the clifT immediatetf aboTe 
it. It) appearance from the opposite 
^de of the river is ume in compiri' 
aoD, and the Rist impreasion from 
thene^ made by the finest cataract 
in Europe, will most probably proTe 
disappointing. Several Sights of 
Tery rude and slippery irooden steps 
conduct from this pavilion to a pnv 
jeoting stsge, or rude balcony, of 
stout timbers, thrown out, like the 
bowsprit of a ship, D'om the ver- 
tical cliff to within a few feet of the 
&11. It actually overhangs the roar- 
ing shoot, and, though perfectly 
secure, seems to tremble under the 
impulse of the water. Here, covered 
»idi the spray, the traveller may en- 
joy the ftill grandeur of this liell of 
uatm; and it is only by this dose 
proximity, amidst the tremeodous 
roar and the uninterrupted rush of 
the river, passing with the sviitneu 
of an arrow ^rove his head and be- 
neath his f^et, that a true notion can 
be Rn-med of the stupendous nature 
of tiiis cataract. The best time for 
veeing the fall isabout B in the morn- 
ing, when tbs iiis floats within the 
spray (provided the sun shines), and 
by moianligbt. The river is usually 
most lull in the month of July. The 
Rhine, above the fall, is about 300 
bet broad ; the height of the &1I ~ 
reduced to 70 feet. Two isolat 
pillars of rook standing in the middle 
of the stieam divide the &11 into 3 
shoots. Seen from behind, these pin- 
Hades appear eeten away by the ciHi- 
ttant friction oF the water, and tot- 
tering to tbeir iiiU; indeed, as tb( 
rock IS scA, the waste of it within tbt 



I must be consider- 



after its leap, fitnna a 
large semicircular bay, at it were to 
rest itself; the sidei of wliich are' 
perpetually chafed by the heaving- 
billowK Here, in front of the Ml, 
on the rt. bank, stands the Cortk o/ 
Wjrik, a square tower, containing a 
camera obscura, which shows the &I1 
her and a very singular point 
. From this tower to the fbot 
rock on which the castle of 
Laufien stands, several ferry-boats ply, 
' " " " ' 'tora across, rflarging 4 

The boats are much 
tossed about in their passage, but 
ch the liasB of the 
pimucles above mentioned without 
risk, provided they keep clear of &e 

Stha^ausen to Camtanei. 

9 stunden - 39^ English miles. 

A MigiKct goes daily, along the 
S. or Swiss bank of the Rhine, in 5 
hours. 

A ittanur goes daily, ascending 
the Rhine to Constance in 6 hours 
against the current : descending in 3 
hours. It does not take carriages. 

expeditiously by following the road 
through Badtn, on the N. side of tbe 
Rhiite, than along the Swiss side of 
the river, because it is provided with 
post-htoses. 

Tbe relays are — 

1 ^ Randegg. Here is the Baden 
Custom House. Beyond this ia 

Singen. Near this place you pass 
at the foot of Hohaitaitl Tbe castle 
is now dismantled. Tbe lofty rock 
upon which it stands gives it the ap- 
pearance of an Indian hill fort. 

SI RadolAsell — (7nn ; Porte, 
good) — a desolate town, with a fine 
church, in the true German- Gothic 
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leotirai of tbcseHiMcti may be bought 
■t Singen, and also ftt RadolfeulL 
Hie Rbioe here, suddealy ce 
faaetcd iTom a lake to a mer, 
moased by s wooden bridge, in oiiler 

S CauUmct. ( In the next page. ) 
' 7%* Slciit Stad nina along die >. 
bank of tfae Rhine, past the Niiiui»- 
Ha tk Pandiea nid Sathninetbal, 
fiw fenso' beJODging to the order of 
St. Clan, the latter of Si. Domioic ; 
but the TerenuBB and the number irf' 
ffliten in both are nov much reduced. 
The AuMrian aimy ttndec the Aicb' 
duke Charlea Greased the Rhine at 



fiSteu — (As 
— a town of 1370 
rt. bank of the Rhine, belonging to 
Scbaffhaoaen, uniteil by a wooden 
biidga with a aubmb on the 1. la!A. 
The jiOeji of Si. Gtorgt ia a very 
Aiaient eccleiiaatioa] {bundatioa. The 
ovnera of the ruined caalle of Ho- 
henUii^en, dtuated on the rocky 
fa^bt, wcTO oliginilly the feudal 
fl^gneur^ of the town, but the citiiaDS 
obtaiBed indcpendenoe btaa tbcir 
masters bT purehaie. 

Tlree miles E. ctf Stein, at a height 
3 and 60O feet aboic 



theRhim 



1 the 



if tEktangeii, lemarkable lijr the 
vast abimduice of fbuil remains of 
terrestrial and fresh'Water aiutnala 
fimnd in tbem, including mammalia, 
birds, leptiles, Sshes, ^ells, inseets, 
and plants. 






Tbe r 



onrious dlscorery iadiat (tf the perfect 
Aeleton of a forail fox, made by Mr. 
Hnrcbiwn ; a very large tortoise had 
previously be^ bron^it to light. 
Ttn beds cf nwk in whieb the quar' 
lie* are worked eoosiat of marls, 
limestones, dialas, and building-stone. 
They lie immediately abore tbe Ibrm- 
a&m odled HolasM, and diKr in 
their o^^io contents from all other 
freah-water fbrmatloiia bitheno dis- 



Abore Stein the ' Rhine expand* 
into a hUie called Untersee (hnrsr 
lake), connected again by the Rhine 
at its Uf^er extiemity-with the laiger 
Lake of Conatanee. In the midst of 
it is the pretty island Baniaiaap 
near Stehi a nnaUer island (Werd) 
ia paased. Feldbacb, alao a nuiW 
nay, belonging to aiiters of the Cis- 
teroian order, is passed beibre reach* 
ing 



Itmang, a small Tiling* on the op- 
posite abore gf the lake, within the 
territory of Baden, is the birtb-plaott 
of Meaner, the umeatsr of animal 



Near tbe village of Berlingco the 
pretty ehittau at the Dudieaa ol 
Dino appears, and a little fiirthcr 
tlutof^rauAsijr,onoeCherendenceof 
thelateSuefaestofSt.Leu(Hortenser 
ex-Queen of Holland), and of har 
son Prince Loui^ bdbre he aU 
tempted hia fiitile revolution at 
Straadnirg, and hit descent upon 

11 £rnutingen^ ' 

^M island <£ Reieheaaa formerly 
belonged to the lidi Benedietina 
Abbey Dtuated oa it, founded TS4, 
and sequeatraled 1799. llie estatea 
belonging to it were ao numenms and 
extensile, that it ia aaid the Abbot, 
on his way to Rome, need not sleep a 
night outofliitowDdonuuns. Witbkt 
the Mimltr Church (founded B06> 
Oiarlea the Fat is buried t he died 
here in want 88B. The church poa- 
sessea, among its treasures, one at 
the wsterpots used at the marriage 
of Cana ! an emerald, wei^ung 
SSlb., preaented by Charlemagne, now 
ascertuDcd to be glass, &o. 

The Caatle of GMhOen, on the L 
of the road, built by the Bishops of 
Constance 1350, on the Rhine, at the 
point wlierc it enters tbe Unterse^ 
is remarkable for having been tlsB 
prison of Jabn Huss and Jerome of 
Prague, who were confined withinita 
dungeons by order of the Emperor 
KgiLnund and Fope John XXIII. 
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^^ latter WW bim 
taw numths later to the some prismi, 
by order of tlie CouncU of Comtanoe. 
IliI45i) Felix Hiunmtrlm < Mallea- 
hu), the moat loarned apd enlightened 
Bwn of his time in Sivitierlaad, ma 
also imprinnied here. Tlie building 
IB now private property. 
; 2J CoiiaTAMCi. — (Am .■ Post, 
(Golden Adler ; Aigle d'Or, good; 
Broche^ (HkAi), tbtj good, looking 
OVtt tbe lakCf partly oeir, and very 
attpotive landlmd. 

Constance, a decayed oity, of TSOO 
^Iw^ituits, instead of 40,000 which 
ix ojice poaieBsed* U remailubte tor it* 
antiquity, since Its streets and many 
(ff ita building! remain unejl^ed 
nnce tbe ISth ceptury. Althougb 
situated on the 1. OT Sviss bank at 
the Rhine, It beliaigs to Baden. It 
is connected with tba oppoaita shore 
)>y. a long wooden covered bridge, and 
OCfupieE a projecting angle of ground 
St tbeW. eitiemily of the Bodenae^ 
^ lake of Censtance;' Its agreeable 
position and iatereating historical a*- 

of life perceptible within its lenecable 
Ttalis. It has of late, hnweier, re- 
viled connderaMy; (be gaTernmei 
bne formed, at a large expense, 
a port on tbe lake, wbiob iacilitates 
the navigatloa while It is an ornament 
to the town. 

The ^nsln- is a haadaome Gothic 
structure, b^;im in 1053 : tim doors 
of tbe main portal, between tbe two 
towera^ are of oak, ciuioDsly carved 
witbi a lepreientation of the Fusion 
^our Lqrd, executed in 1470 by one 
Slmoii Bainder. Tbe Oave is sup- 
poned by 1 6 pillars, each of a ungle 
block, and dates from the tsth cen- 
tury. The spot where - tbe " Arch- 
taeretic Huas," stood, as sentence of 
deaCh by burning was pronounced on 
bim by his unilgbleous judges, is atlU 
pointed a/ai. Robert HalUm, Bishop 
of Salisbury, who presided over tbe 

dt Is buried here, In front of tlw 



lery rwuoilable, aa bang of Aiglt$k 
1nr<ut i wbieb is fiilly proved by tb* 
werkmanriilp. It was probaUy nut 
over from England by his eieeutAKi 
Two sides of tbe andent oloistar^ 
wliota archea are Glltd in with ex* 
quisitely beeutifal traociy, are yet 



By tba 



The . 
long nnce destroyed by fiia 
aide of the cathedral is a etinoua 
eiuulai idiqiel, perhaps a baptiatiTt 
in tbe centre ot which la a Gottna 
model of thm Hoiy Sepulchre.' Tb* 
1 tbe doialer portion of 
£piscopal palace contaiit 
B vestDMiltB and duaty re- 
lics of the past grandear of the see.* 
— P. 

" The DamMem Cmtmt, now « 
cotton- printing establishment, lavevy 
interesting. 1\m plaee ■> still sbown 
where Huss waieoDfined, tboi^ tba 
atone chamber itself baa been remove^ 
(at least all that remained of.it) to 
the Kaufhaua. The ohureh fomu a 
most picturesque ruin, in the larliMt 
•tyle of German Gothic. Tba bloia- 
ten are perfect. The little idand 
upon wtuA this building stands waa 
fortified by the Homans, and a pardon 
of the wall, towards the lake, can. yet 
be disoerned."---P. 

HiM if tSt Kaufkdm (aa 
andent edifice, dating fnaa 13SS% 
looking toward* the lake, tbe Great 
Omaeil nf CotutOHce held its sittings, 
1414-^18, In a lai^ room sup- 
ported by wooden plltan. That 
Bunous assembly, eompoasd, not of 
bishops alone, like tbe ancient coun- 
cils, but of deputies, civil and ecole- 
sissttoal, from the whole of Christehi 
dom, including princes, cardSnala 
(90), patriarebs (4), archbishops (90), 
biihi^ (150), proftasors of uninr- 
dtiea and docttftT of theology (200^ 
besides a boat of embassadors, iofeiioi 
prehues, rtibols, priors, &c., waa con- 
vened for the ptupose of remedying 
the abuses of the church t and as thoaa 
abnaea began with its bead, the pro. 
oeedings were prefaced by a declaratitn 
that a coujxnl of the diurdi baa re> 



Si .VouteT. — CoHMtmiet. 8. — Sekqffhatum to. Zurieh. 

Odred, by Diviiie ilgbt, ui aatboity 
in religioui nulten, bteh o«er that of 
the Pi^ie. IteitTted iti influence id 
BWbing tbsFapmlpowei, by depodng 
(hein&maiK John XXIII. and Be- 
Dfdicl XIII-, and bj elecCing in Ihcir 
pUn Martin V. But tbera is one 
tet of thia council which lim more 
latting and odloui celebrity than all 
the reit — the treacheroui ■eiiureaiul 
croel murder of John Huu and Je- 
rome of Prague, in spite of the aafe 
cmiduot granted to the fcvmer by the 
iEmperOT Sigismund, the president of 
tbc assembly. 

Tbe chairs occupied by the nape- 
Mr and pope, tbe Bible of Hun, the 
door of the dungeon, uov destroyed, 
in which he was confined, the hurdle 
on which he was dragged to execu- 
tion, the putplt from the Muutei, 
Bupported by ■ figure of Abraham, 
which the people mistooli ibr Huss, 
and de&c»d accordingly, and some 
other relics of the council, still re- 
jnoin in the hall, bvsides a eollection 
of Homan and German antiquities, 
dug up in the neighbourhood- Ad- 
mission is obtained on payment of 
1 F.fr. 

The hrntt in, which H<i— lodged, 
bearing ■ rude likeness of bim, is 
pointed out In tbe Paul's straaae, near 
the Schnetithor. He wm thrown 
into prison soDn after his arriial, iu 
the FraiicUtait Cmmt, now a ruin, 
irbence he was remoTcd to a more 
irksome dungeon, aObrding scarcely 
room to move, in tbe before men- 
tioned Donuaican Convtnt. 
. The field — outside of the town, in 
the suburb of Briibl, in which he 
suffered martyrdom, with a fortitude 
.which mored eten his judges and 
execuuoners lo admiration — nay, eren 
the place where the stake was plant- 
ed, are still pointed out ; and rude 
images of Huss and Jerome, formed 
of clay taken ttoai the spot, are ofiined 
for sale to the stranger. 

In 1-174 a perpetual treaty of peace 
was Eoncluded at Constance, between 
.Sigismund of Auslrii) and the Swiss 



Conftdera^on, which put an end to 
tbe contests which had endored Ibr 
nuire than a century and a half, be- 
^nning with the fights of Mot^aftea 
and Sempscb, Constance belonged 
to the crown of Austria from 1549 to 
ISO.!, when, by the treaty of Pres- 
burgh, it was transferred to Baden. 
ainoe 1S09 it has ceased to be ■ 
hi^opric. The spirit of industry ia 
reriving of late in Cotkatauce, and 
sereral manufactories of eottcn, two 
of muslin, and one of silk haie re- 
cently sprung up. 

Fetenhausen. on the oppontebank 
of the Rhine, wn until 1803 a Beiw- 
dietine monastery ; it is now a cbA- 
teau of the Grand Duke. It ia still 
surrounded by its ancient fosse and 
ramparts An excursion to the little 
iiland of Mnnai, about 4 miles N. 
of Constance, wflt well repay th« 
trouble : it is decidedly one of the 
prettiest spots on tbe borders of th* 
Bodensee. 

The lake of Constance is desctibed- 
in Route 66. Eight ttiatneri run 
duly between Constance and the dif. 
fereni ports of tbe lake. They cor- 
respond with the diligences to Milan, 
at Rorschach ; with the Eilwagen for 
Stutlgard St Friedrichihafen, and 
witb that to Augsburg and Munich 
at Lindau :— thus maintaining a daily 
cranmunicalion between Constance 
and these cities. 

Diliffenca run daily to Zurich, 
Schaffhauien, Genre, St. Gal), Straaa. 
burg, and Frankfurt. 

A tteamer runs also to Schaffhansen 
in S hours, returning in 6, erery day 
firom April to October. 






9 Btunden ^ ?.B^ Eng. milca. 

DUifftiut daily, in about 5 haul 

There is another road, somewhat 

longer and more hilly, ou the L ude 

of the Bhim, by Andelfingen — 



Some S. -^ ZHfuA. 



'(fiin .- Biir) — ■ Tillage of 8000 inha- 
bitanls, and tbe large miinulBcturing 
town oir Winlerthui (5 ilunden), de- 
scribed in Route 9. 

The route by £g1]aau passeii within 
e of the Rhine-fall. 



lai^c portion i^ the i . 

already iwept away, and tbe ttnuiger 
flnda himself iri thin ita walla without 
encountering drawbridges and basr 



.dible 
calm night, and 



The roar of t 
-tor S inila$ off in 
-the column of t 



able distance. A corner of the teni 
■tory of Baden, including tbe village 
■of Je«tetten and Ijistetlen, is tra 

Tened before reaching 

4 Eglisau — (The Lion d'Or w i 

clean little inn by the riier side 

Hir«^, Stag),— A little town of 1600 
inbabiUntE, in a contracted valley oi 
■the n. bank of the Rhine, which hen 
Hows in a dark green stream, betwcer 
wooded hills. At the end of thi 
wooden bridge which traveraes ii 
Tiaes a toll, square watch-tower oi 
manive masonry; it belonged to a 
oastte now removed. Close to it is s 
toll-house. Tbia road ia much tra- 
versed by pilgrims to the shrine of 
Dur Lady of Einsiedeln ( Route 74) ; 

step, troops of the poor peasantry of 
the Black Forest, religioualy counting 
their beads, and muttering their aves 
.and paternosters. From ibe heights 
above the town of 

H Biilach (4000 inhabitanU) the 
snowy Alps may be discerned in 
fine weather, with the Righi in tbe 
iniddle distance. 

2 Kloten. 

The descent upon Zurich, between 
vineyards and gardens, amidst neat 
Titlos and taverns, with the windings 
■of the Limmat, and the lake and 
town of Zurich in front, is very pleas- 
ing. A little to the rt, of tbe road 
Tisea the hill of Wcid, H miles from 
Zurich, commanding tbe finest riew 
Df the town and neighbourhood. A 
abort distance outside of the town 
maj be seen the junction of the ^1 
with the Limmat. Since 1833, Zu- 
rich ha* ceased to be ■ fortress : a 
Svitc 



reading-room and a belvidere on tbe 
roof, commanding the view of the 
lake and Alps, situated oppoute the 
new post office, on the 1, bank of tba 
Limmat. Charges as at other firat 
class inns. Table d'bole, at one, with 
wine, 3 fr. ; at five, 4 fr. ; in pii. 
Tate, 6 fr. Charge fbr servants (boota 
included), 1 fr. H du Lac, also new 
and highly recommended ; the land* 
lord professes neither to bribe courier^ 
nor to DTeroharge travellers. — Cou> 

the Limmat, commands a fine view, 
and is good. These inns are all new. 
Schwerdt (Epee) improved under a 
new master; Bellevue (formerly Coi> 
beau> 

Zurich, the most important maaik 
factoring town of Switzerland, and 
the capital of a canton distinguisheij 
above ail othpra for pro^iperoua in- 
dustry, has H.SOO inhabitants, and 
lies at the f<. end of the lake 
of Zurich, and on the banks of tbe 
Limmat, just where it issues out of 
the lake in a rapid and healthful 

station, Turicum, Ried on this spob 
probably gave rise both to the town 
and its name. Zurich is the seal i^ 
the Swiss Diet (VorortJ alternately 
with Berne and Lucerne, fur a period 
of two years together. The flourish, 
log condition of the town Is visible in 
the improvements going forward in 
it, in the number of the new build* 
ings in and around it. The banks of 
the lake and Limmat, and nil ih« 
nei^bouring hills, are thickly dotted 
over with houses, by the removal of 
the useless and inconvenient tam> 
parts, now united with the town itsdl^ 
forming a wide circle of suburbs. 
Apart fiom it* agreeable rituatipo, 
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equence 'a the CaUie- 



I AfAH. 






roble ftoRi ii 



HBt. It « 

fe, hmring bean built 
In tUe lOtQ or Uth century, and 
worthy of respect tirom ha*liig been 
the Mwne of Zwingli'a bold preech- 
Ings of refurniMioD in tbe oburCb, 
and Rmendment of moral*, ll n s 
benf, massive bnilding, in a. atyle 
(rf anhiteotura rcHmbliag that called 
Korman in England ; Tery plain 
within and without, but iateresring 
In the eye of the aichittel and anti- 
-qoary. lu nave ia nipportad on 
•qnare pillaM and round arcbea ; 
feeoeatb il b a *ery perteet orypt 
Iti circular portal, and the adjoining 
tiaitlert laited upon aroall low triple 
Archea, wqlb alender cotamiHi and 
eapltali of various patlenu, ftntaa. 
timlly oarred, are very curioua. 

The houte in which the reformer 
Ztpingli pasted the bit nx yeaia of 
blalifeigitillatanding'. itisNo.185 
in the Grose Stadt. 

The CAxrc* of SL Piter (with the 
large clock), on tite 1. bank of the 
Limnut, bad for its minister, for 23 
years, Laralrr, the author erf' the 
(enowned work on Ph]roognoiny,wba 
Was bom at Zurich. On the capture 
«f the town by the French army, 
September 26, 1799, he was ufaot, 
within a lew step* of fait own door, 
by a brutal Fivnch aotdier, to whom, 
but (wo miDUtes before, be had given 
Wine and offered monef, and while 
he was in the act of assisting another 
■oldier who bad been wounded. A 
high reward was oJ^red by Massena, 
the French commander, for the dis- 
«ner7 of the murderer ; but, ihougb 
known to I^vater and his family, he 
lefrainedflromiaGinning against him. 
After lingaring through three months 
MT eioTueiatiag agony, he expired, 
Jan. S. 1801, at tbe paraonage : hia 
gTBTO la marked by a simple stone in 
Oa dtankford t^ St. Jurne ; where 



Ebel, author of the Swiat Osidft mi 
EschM TDD d«r Linth (p. 3S), an 
also buried. 

Tlie Eallihaia, a massive aquate 
building close to tbe lower bridge 
and opposite the Sword Inn, is Un 
place of meeting of tbe Diet, when it 
asaemblea at Zurich, lu the council- 
cbsmber is an eitrKragaot pajntiii|; 
of the Oath at Crudi. by Htnrf 
^■Afl^ (profierly Fiissli), wha Wm 

Xhs Tern LArary, close to tlu 
New stone bridge, lu a building fbi- 
merty a church (Wasserkirde), CDD- 
tains. in addition to 45,000 printed 
Tolumei and HS3,, three autogi^h 
Latin letters of Laify Jane Gttg, aA~ 
dressed to Bullinger. in a beautifully 
clear and regular hand — ' 



nem; Zwingli's 






arkedin 



■]t bible, with 
I Hebrew) by 
ninuelt; a ttoman inscription, giving 
the ancient name of Zurich Txriiiiimt 
a bast of Lavater, by Datmtcktr s.m 
portrait of ZirmgU and his daughter, 
by Haat Atptr j a model in reUef «^ 
a large part of Switzerland ( sama 
very curious fossils from (Ebningcn, 
including one described by Sobeuchn' 
zer as a human skull, though ia 
reality a portion of a lizard — fMsila- 
of the Glarus slate, chiefly fiiOic^ 
from Che Plattenberg. 

The Old Jriauxi (Ah-Zengbaus) 



■s head ; 



e apple 



tared standards, t^en by the Swisc 
from their enemies, including one of 
Charles tbe Bold of Burgundy. Thu 
collection is inferior to those in seiAr 
ral other Swiss oaotoos. 

In 1833-!^ a IMivmOy was eata- 
Uished at Zurich, and nuny profit 
son^ expelled from other countries B» 
their politioal opinions, have r^iaircd 
bither aa teachers. The most tad* 
nent among them is.Oken. As y«t 
the number of sludenta i* not gnafc 
The building of tbe supi»esaed An- 
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'^la&as^ convent has been apprtv 
'piiatHl to its- iwe, and considursble 
-additiooB tu it are cunteniplated. 
'Tlie lAbrary contains many original 
^£9. of theearlf.relbnners; and the 
'Mvittaa of Natural Hiirtvry 
■good specimens 'of Swiss minersk 
aoA fossils, together vith the Herio- 
rium of Jaba Geuner, and a loologi- 
eti collection. 

One of tlie. moit pleamng features 
idxiuc Zuiich is its Pnrmtnailei and 
points oT view. One of the t»ect of 
tbem is an elevated mound, once 
flvmii^ part of the lamparts. and 
:eaUcd Cats' Bastion, now included 
in the .Nm Batmitvl Gardtn, which 
.is prettily laid out in walks and 
.shnibPeHes, and open to the public 
-trithout reitriction. a prjultige not 
^abused : it commands a delightful 
■ -.TJeif of the town, lake, and distant 
.Alps. Nothing can be more delightful 

point, eilcnding over the Btniling and 
populous shores of the beautiful lake 
to the distant peaks and glaciers of 
the Alps of Glarus, Url, and Schw^t2, 
tinged with the most delicatt pink 
by Uie sinking rays. The most pro- 
ninenf and interesting of the Alpine 
peaks seen iFrom this ate, begmninK 
at the K, the Sentit in Appenzell, 
Glamiscb. Dodi, Klariden in Glarus, 
Acbsenburg, Eosdierg, and Uri Rotb- 
■tock. 

The fioAe PtmienBde, another ram- 
.part on the tt. bank of the Limmat, 
also commands aigood riew, but more 
confined than the former. Those 
who denre a eomplets panorama 

'dould ascend either tlie Hiillibtrg, 
about 3 m. E. of Zurich, one of the 
Albfs range of hills, or the Wad, a hill 
about 3 m. N. of the town, where 

'in inn hat been built, 

The trianguUr piece of ground at 
Ibe junetion ef the limmat and ^1, 
below the town, ««Ued Vntm Pro- 

matade, or Ptaiz, is also a public 
iralk : ft is planted with shady 



mctoory of SulomoD Gesaner, autliOT 
of " The Death of Abel," who wua 
native of Zurich. . , 

Zurich is hiitorically remarkable 
as the place where the.Rctbnnatioii 
first commenced in Switzerland, un- 
der the guidance and ptcacbing i)f 
Ulric Zwingli, in IS19. It bod ak 
ready, at an eaiiier period, iSiaded 
safe and hospitable abeller to Arnold 
of Brescia, when diivea out of Ita^ 
for inveighinK gainst the tempotfl 
power of the Pope. It wa{B tl^ 
asylum of many eminent English 
Protestants banished by the persecif- 
litms of the reign of Queen Marj^: 
they met with a friendly receplion 
from its inhabitants during the|r 
exile. The first cnfin EnsUth etrii^ 
of the Bible, by Miles Coieidale, -wtf 
printed here in 1535. 

Zurich is the nati.e place of Ham- 
merlin, Che reformer; of Cessner, the 
poet, and Gessner, the naiuraliitg 
of X^tater ; and of Pestalozzi, the 

The principal MaKKfacturei arp 
those of silk, the weaTmg of which 
occupies many thousands in the tov^ 
and along the shores of the lake^ 

Motorics. The cotton and silk gooda 
made in the neighbourhood, and ip 
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Here U a simple 



any and Italy. Mr. Escber's 
vianvjactory of machinery vtOt- 
ploys 700 persons, including serer^ 
" ''sb overseers. Most of the irop 
ers plying on the Swiss Istei 
ladc by him. Many of the 
manufacturers of Zurich have the 
reputation of great wealth, without 
roudi polish ; hence the eipresBioB, 
■ Grossier comma un Zurichois." 

A fine Soipital behind the new 
iromenBde,an OrpAanffo«se(Waisen- 
laus), ui Aisluin for blind and .deaf 
{ Blinden InsliCut), and a stone bridge 
i»er the river, have risen up withiji 

The Mutemn Club contains a c*. 
pital nndiag-iaom, where Galignan]> 
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The T\B\ei, John Bull. EiamineT, 
"Atbensum, and Litem? Gazette, 
Quarterl; and Edinburgh lieiicws 
'are taken in; besides more than 300 
'of the best Continental joumali. 
TrsTellers can be intrudnced for a 
tern days by a member Open from 
-ft tkia. to lOp.m. 

At llie shop of Henry Ftissli and 
Co., near the stone bridge, will be 
fcund the best collection of maps, 
TiewB, &c., such as trsTetlers often 
require to supply themselves with. 

The Nob Pott and Diligence Office 
is built near the Liebfrauen Kirche. 
A letter renehes Enf^land in 6 days. 

DUipencei go daily to SchaFThausen, 
Constance, Uasle, Bern, Neuchitel, 
Lucerne, Scbirytz, Wlnlerthur, and 
■St. -Gall, Rapperschwyl, and Coire ; 
four limes s-»eek to Glarui. 

Steam-boali goc twice a-riay from 
Zurich to the other end of the 
lake ( Bappeiscliwyl and Sclimarikon) 
and back. Diligences convey pas* 
aengers thence to Wesen, where an- 
-other steamer is prepared to carry 
them across the lake to Wallenstadt. 
'(Route 14.) Travelleis proceeding 
to the Righi may take the boat as 
&as Horgen. fp-31.) 

The voitariera (Lohnkutschers) of 
Zurich have the reputation of being 
extortioners and uncivil The writer 
tan, from eiperienee, recommend as 
an exception to this rule (if rule it 
J)e> one Jacob Aberli, living in the 
'Hirschgasse, aj havinj; served him 
'vitb honesty, punctuality, and civi- 
lity, for more than four weeks. 

; ROUTE 9. 



IS stunden •= Ti9[ Eng. miles. 

A diligence daily in 9 hours. 

The road passes throtigb Schwa 
mendingenand Bassersdotf. 

On the banks of the Toss, abi 
f miles on the rt. of the road, s 
■pearly 4 miles from Wlnlerthur, ri 
the CaiUe of Kyburg, memorable 



history as tbe seat of ■ powerAil 
family of counts, who, between the 
9th and ISlh centuries, gained pla. 
session of the N. of Switzerland, u 
faras tbe Rhine and lake oFConsUnce, 
and numbered as thrar dependents and 
vassals 100 lords of minorcastles, nov 
for the most part in ruins. Tbe line 



becoming eitmcl i 

mains (ell to the 6 
of Habsburg; and 
mily, though long 



of Rudolph 



of the Empress Agnes after the mur- 
der of her father, Albert of Austria. 
Here her daughter-in-law, St. Eliza. 
beth of Hungary, took the -veil, and 






t bet 



with the arms of Hui 
garj, is visible in the existing church. 
The cloisters, built with the church 
in 1469, are ornamented with fresco 
paintings from the Old and New 
Testaments. 

4J Winterthur — (ftnj; Wilder 
Mann, good; — Sonne) — an indus> 
trious mauufacturing town, of nearly 
3500 inhabitants ; consisting of two 
long parallel streets, crossed by ei|^t 
smaller ones at right angles. 

The weaving of muslin and the 
printing of cotlou are the mostihrii. 
ing branches uFindustry here. 

2J Franenfeld — (/no«: Krone, 
best and clean ; Ilirsch) — the chief 
town of the canton Thurgovie 
(Germ. Thurgau), has 1200 inhabil- 
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the 



L the 



The stalely CaitU, on the summit 
of a rock, was built in the 1 1 th cen. 
tury by one of the vaasali of the 
Counts of Kyburg. 

On a hill to the S. of tbe town 
stands the Capuchin Convent, founded 
in 1595. now occupied b; only seven 
or eight brother^' . 
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- 1 Vtjit, a villmge on the That, wai, 
iu Rtrnlan tiiTies» & frontier lorf, 
called Ad Fiaei ; whence it* modem 

] Miihiheim. 

11 Waldi. A vaodea tower hu 
been errcted on the lummit of a 
hill near Ifaia, otled Hahenmin, on 



- S} CoHiT&MCB, in B«ute 7. 



14} stunden — 48 English miles. 

A diligence goes daily. 

The road is the same as Route 9 

4J maltrtAur. Hence by EIgg and 
Dutwyl, crossing the Murg to 
Si Miinchvyl, 

1 Wyl. 

3 Flahvyl, station of post-hoises, 
by the Kratieren bridge (Route 69), 

SI St. GalL Route 66. 

The post-di^nces on thli road 
within Cantun St. Gall (§ 5. Intro- 
ductiun) are, from St. Gall to 

M Flawy 1. 

I* Wyl. 



ROUTE 13. 



93 atunden — 75^ En^ish mile*. 
A malleposte goes daily in 14, end a 
diligence in 1 7 hours. ^ A( tWr as 
' 4{ Baden, the road i^i the same 
01 Route 6. This route is Tery cir- 
eUitous. There i« another direct road 
to Leniburg by Bremgsiten, but it 
ia a mere cram road, not practicable 
fi>r heaiy carriage*. 

At Mellingen, llie river Reus! is 
crossed by a nooden bridge. Some 
hare mppoiied that the battle in 
which the Ronun general Cocina 
beat the HeWetian*, t, n. 70, was 
fbught here. 



cliff i> no<r 
into a school, on the plan of that at 
MofVyl. 

At a Tillage called Hunieoadiwyl, 
the KMd to Aarau turn* off to the 
rigtat, and that from Schintznach and 
B™«B JO'"' ""r roulB. 

1) Subr. On the right riiea the 
ancient fortreaa of Aarbtirg (p. 13), 

S] Krcutzstrasie— ( Im : Lowe.)— 
The high road trom BUe to Lucerne 
here croisei our route. At Ruthiiit, 
11 TarCher on, there is a good imi 
(Cheral Blanc— Biissli), kept by ■ 
civil landlady. Tbe rood runs aluig 
tbe rt. bank of tbe Aar to 

Horgenthal — {Jnn : Lowe, 



, - (i«.- 



good.) 

2J Henogenbuc 
Sonne i) — a Tillage of 4500 u 



In tbe village church it tbe cele- 
biated Afn>«Bna of Uadamt iMg' 
*aa«,wtiteof tbe clergyman, who died 
in child-birth. It is by a sculptor 
named Nahl, and repreienla her witii 
her child in ber arms, bursting 
thnni^ the tomb at the sound of the 
last trumpet. Its merit, ai a work 
of art, has been much eiuggerated. 
lie chief excellence seems to be the 
natural manner in which the cock 
in the stone is represented. The 
epitaph was written by Haller. This 
tomb is formed of sandstone, and i> 
let into the pavement of the church. 
Tbe chief figure is injured by tha 
loss of the nose, which Gliiti Blatt4 

foundedly) was the wanton act of ao 
Englishman. 

The Ciufle on the neighbouring 
height belongs to the Erlacb Gunily. 

3| Baaira, (in Route 34.) 



Bouts I*. — Zurich to Coir«~Lahe€fZvfiA; - 

in\j bj'diligenoca. Th* VMul 'to 
WafletiMuit ■ndCoiniunsaloBg'tlte: 
It. or N. b«ak. 

The Lob of Zim'tA hu do -pi^.. 
tensions to grandeur of tcenery ; tlwt 
nuit be HUgU fijr on the iBent ^ 
sariige iborei of the lake* of Laeeme,' 
GenvTi, Biid Waltoootwit; bat tS- 
bu a ehann peculiwl;. iu owb^. 
that of life nnd rich cuUi*atiiin. Itr 
borders are u ■ beoJuTc, taan^ag 
with popuUiion, and are embellished 
Bod enliTeaed at eTerj step by tbo 
work of man. Its character is snul- 
:he«ful. The bill* around 



> SG Munden ■• fiS Ei^. miloi. 

1 A diligence goes dail;, peHbrmiiig 
^ joiunef in 19 hours. It is mv 
ponible to post the whole waj tc 
Cbiie,' except from Zurich to Rap- 
pencbwfl, iar which distance eitber 
At traveller may embark on the 
Bteamer, or yoiturier'B bones muit 
btraaed. ThesUtionl from Zurich 
ars'to RappcTMihwyl ; posta : .— Uti- 
owb, l^poat; Wewn, llpost; by 
atesmer to Wallenatadti to Ra)CBtz, 
&} poats { Coiie, 2 j poata, or 1 \ Grison 
pUM. 

I' Staran-ioalt trsTerse tbe Lake (^ 
%iricfa, to and fro, twice a da;, in 
^or »houn: starting ftom Zurich to 
SthtniiriktHi, about a A.u,, daily : and 
■gainic ' " 



e les! 



in 3000 feet hiab abov» 
In genfl^ slopes 



nlngf. 



DlSailDl 



rikoD toZur 



UHt PLM. They ugiag fr 
of the lake to the other, to take Jn and 
let out passengers at tbe different 
towns. The fara are lets high than 
at first ; from Zurich to Wallen- 
BMdt, 9 fr. 50 c ; to Schmarikon, 
4-fT, 50e.(HappeiKhwyl, Sfr. 60 c.; 
Arth, at tbe fbot of tba Rigi, 5 &. 
eat. Am die THtels on both lakes, 
^d the diligences, are under the 
same adininistratim, the fare may be 
paid at once. For a carriage, 3 horses, 
■nd 3 nuaters, and a serrant, 70 
tADBm fnun Wallenttadt to Zurieb. 

Carriages i Zurich to Walleostadt, 
*e tr.; horse*, S fr. 

ConBc^ancti are provided by the 
oolfitiBny at Horgen for Arth at the 
fint of the Rigi, and at Scbmarikon 
fin'.Wesen, or passengers may go by 
wafer in a row-boat along tba Linth 
CaBal, between the last two places. 
-. Diligences are in readiucia on tbe 
aniia]. of the steamer at Rapper- 
■ohwyl and Wallenatadt, to carry on 
•be posMngets to Colre, Sc Gall. 
GlBnia.&c 

Oood osniage-Toadls run along Ixitfa 
udes of tbe lake, and are traversed 



on their tops, clad with vinejards, 
orchards, and gardens on their slopes, ' 
and carpeted with tcrdsnl pastures, 
or luiuriantly waving crops of grain 
at their fnt. But the principal tla. 
ture in this landscape is the uun^ber 
of bumso habitations: the hills IV.oni 
one extremity to the other are dotted 
with white houses, villas of cilben^ 
eotlages, and farms, while alon^ the 
margin of tbe lake, and on the bigh 
rnad, they gather Into frequent clusters 
around a church, forming villagM 

Every little stream descending fVom 
the bills is compelled to do duty by 



the V 



it tbe 



iDUths of 



'age. 

The effect of lbi« lively foreground 
is heightened by the appearance of 
tbe snowy peaks of tbi Sentis, Diidia 
and Glaimiscb, which are seen at 
diETerent points peering ahove tb« 
nearer bills. Tbe charms of die 
lake of Zurich inspired the IdyH< 
of Gesmer : tbey are celebrated in an 
ode of Klopstock, and in theproan- 
of Zimmerman. Tbe lake is > long 
and narrow strip of water, about 96 
miles in length Asm Zuridi . to. 
Scbmerikon, and not mole thag 9i 



Santa 14.— Aif9>erwiwjrr.Br^7e. 



it 



wUefa inute out at Zurich, luidBr tb* 

' Scauvel? Ktj of tbe Tillage* or 
lawiiB on tha liike are at all Temark- 
able enlep* ai the aeota of flourtfhiag 
indiHtrf. A few ordj' of the priiici- 
p>lf4ao«aN«B(nnnated below, with 
thnr diitsoca b; land from Zurich ) 
thabmka'Bze disthigiiiibed acrt. and 
L, ia Taferenoe to the course of tha 



- (L > The high ridge riiing on tb* 
W. of Zurich, and bordering tha lake 
finrmore Ikaa 13 miles, isthe Albii. 

(Tt.) 1] Kuamacht— (/im .- Sotme) 

— ■ Till^a of S114 inhatatouta; not 
to be oonfmiDded with its uamenke 

' cm tbe Lake of Lucerne finnaus io 
the hiMory of TelL 

(t.) aUichlikoti; behind dti* an 
tbe batiii of Njdelbad, with a batb- 

S} 'Tbalw;! — (Am.- Adier.) 

liavater ia Eiid to Jiaie mitten a 

portion of bit work on phjnognomy 

■t tbe panonage of the village of 

Ober-Riedea, about 3| milts brtber 

\\.) 1 Horgen — (/» .- Setrwan i 
Iiiiive.) — Here paMeoger*, bound for 
the Righi, hj way of Zug, ditem- 
birk and cnm the hills. < Route 15.) 

<rt) 1| Ueilen~(/>Bu; Liiwe; 
8Dane))~'S very ooniiderable Tillage 
of 903G inhabitanta, irilb a Gothis 
diurch, built 1490-9. It* poorer in- 
haUtant* are ohiefly ailk-weaTers. 

(1.) 1 WiidetiKibwyl, —a pretty 
Tillage cf 4357 inhabitant. cODtuo- 
ing ailk factoriea. AboTe it stand* 
tke eaatlc, formerly reeidence of tbe 
bailiff ^aber-aratEnan), now pi' 
property. 

; (1){ Ricfateniwei], — hoe i* ene 
ot tbe largest oottOD ractarie* on tt 
bordefs of tbe lake. The village 
boilt OD tbeboandary line of eanton* 
Suiidi and Sobwytzi behind 1' ' 
naA to EiusiedclA ascend* the 
'Dia-pilgrinu bound to that oeleb r a t ad 



■hrine iinialty d 
Route 74.) Z' 
as physician, and in hi* work os ** 8ai 
Utode " praiies riie beauty of thia ^lot, 
(1.) 1} Stjifa — (/iiRj.- KiDU} 
Stent) — an indu*triou* villag* c^ 
30SS inhabitant*, by -rbmti .muefa 
■ilk and eotton ia wOTen. Hie ei< 
treiiHty of the lake beyond this Um 
oat of the limiu ot the cantfni Zutiah. 
It baa been calculated' dist tbe B>i^ 
her of inhabitauu on each of it* 
banks, benca to tbe town of Zurinbi 
a distance of IS miles, i* not leas thM 

Onapproachkig Bapperscfawyl ml 
its long bridge, tbe pretty little ids 
of Aujiuut heoomes a eonipieuitaa 
feature and ornament to the landiDap« 
It has tome eel^rity as the retreat 
and burial place of Ulric Von Huttes* 
a Vranoonian knight, tbe fiiend <if 
Lulher and Fran* of Sckingen, Urn, 
tinguished equally for bis talenti 
and DhiTBlnnia braTery, but with^ k 
bit of a taa&. Hi* satirical writing! 
contributed not a little In the epread 
of tbe IMbrmalion, but raised up 
'against him such a host of enrroies^ 
Uiat he wa* forced to Sy from tU 
court of Charles V., and take rejigs 
fmn their persecution, first, wii^ 
Frani of Sickingea, and, after bli 
death, in thia little island. Zwingli 
had procured fiir him an asylum ban^ 
in the house of the curate, i>h«e bB 
died a fbttnigfat aftar hia arnTal 
(1533), at tbe age of 36. He wn 
buried by a bithfiil tHend, but d 
reoord of the spot in whiob be lias 
baa long since disappeared. 

Tha Bridgt of Bafpernhvgl it 
piobid)]; the longest in tbe world; it 
extend* from tbe town to a tongue «f 
land on the opposite side, completdf 
across the lata, a dislanea of 4800 
bat, or more than ) of a mile. It ii 
oaly Ifi feet broad, is ftirawd of Iocs* 
planha laid (not nailed) npoo pien^ 
and is unprorided with railing at tha 
sidea, so that only o"" ' 
safely pa« at ■ tiuH 
heaTy — 34baUfara< 



The toU'is 
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Route 14. — 2wrMAA> GUmu^ ZAit& Canal. 



*» originally eonMruotsl b; I^opold 
of Austria, lass ; the existing bridge 

A snull atone pier bas been thrown 
out into the take, a little below the 
bridge, outude thegateirf'the town, 
receiTepusengerBfrunitheiteeni.biMi. 

(rt.) 11 Rappenchwjl — ( /wu .' 
P6u CP«m d'Or), outside tJie town, 
beat, a rery pleaunt inn, hut dnr ; 
poet-honE* are kept here, and Ibrougb- 
out canton St. Gall (gg. Introduct.); 
FnienboE — This is a very pie- 
taresque old town, in eantoo St. Gall, 
■till partly aurnnmiled by waltt, and 
nmnounted by an oU Cailk and 
C&iircA, near which, from the terrai 
sailed Lindenhof, a fine vie* is ot 

Rappotcbwyl is about 18 mile* 
from Zuricb, and the same dittsnee 
from Weseu. The diligence takes 
^out 3f hours either way. A char 
eosta iiii.; and a caleche with two 
bom, SO to £4 C Roods run Irom 
hence tu St. Gall, and acrosi tlie 
bridge to Einsiedeln, — (Rome 74, 
•nd Glarus, by Lachen. R. 73.) 

At Schmerikon, the mad quits Ihe 
lake of Zurich ; the castle of Grynau, 
on the rt., itands on the Linth, allltle 
■boTc iU enlnnce into the lake. Pe- 
destrians will find the towing path 
olmig the Linth canal shorter than 
the carriage-road from ScbmerikoDto 
Wesen. 

a] UiuKh, — a small town of 900 
inhabitants, oo an eminence, the 
summit of which is occupied by a 
amall square tower of the ancient 
cutle and by that of the church. The 
road to Su Ga]l(Route69)tumsotF 
here. There are minei of brown 
coal at Oberkin^h. about a mile from 
Uanach, in a hilt 1500 feet high. 
Near Uinacb la an immense cotton 
mill, driving 34,480 spindtes. and 
Juving too windows on each nde. 
It is supplied with water from a 

diately behind it. 

Soon after leaving Umadi, the 
taUey of Glarus opaia out into vieir. 



bead; a very beautiful project. Out 
of this talley iasueg tbe river Linth, 
an impetuous torrent, fed by glaciers, 
and carrying dovn vith it TKSt quan- 
tities of debrLs, which had accumu- 
lated to such an extent twenty yeaiV 
ago, that its channel was ointnicted, 
and ita bed rtiaed many feet above 
tbe level of the lower part of the val. 
ley. From this cause arooe repeated 
and most dangerous inundations. 
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a stag- 






rly the e 
ikes of Zurich aodWaf- 
lenatidt was reduced to a desrt, and 
its inhabitants, thinned in numb«s by 
annual fevers, aridng from tlic pestLi 
lential exhalation!, abandoned tbe 
spot. Tbe vall^ of the Linth wa« 
relieved &om this dire calamity by 
Mr. Conrad El«cher, who su^ested 
to the Diet, in 1 B07, the Ingeniona 
plan of digging a new bed lor the 
waters of the Linth, and turning it 
into the hike of Wallenstadt. in 
vhoae depths it might deposit tbe 
sand and gravel which it brought 
down, without doing any damage-' 
lie at the same time proposed to im- 
prove the issues of the lake of Wal- 
lenstadt by digging a navigable canat 
ftoTa it to the Uke of Zuricb, so as to 
carry off the waters of the Linth, and 
Ihe other streams &lling into it, ad 
that it might drain the intervening 
•alley, instead of inundating it. This 
important and useful public work waC 
completed by Escber in 18S2, and 
has besi attended with perfect suc^^ 
ceaa. In consequence of it the valley 
is DO longer sterile and unwholeiome, 
and the high road to Wesen, whicb 
was oflai cut aS and broken up by 
inroads of the liver, is now carried 
in a straight line along its tt. bank.' 
Immediately* opposite the opening irf 
tbe valley c^ tbe Linth, at whose ex- 
tremity the mountains of Glarus luw 
appear in all tlieir grandeur, a simple 
lumental tablet of black marble 



e H. — Zurich to Gtarus — Lake <if WaUmitadL SS 



hai been let into tbe fue of the rock 
by the (oad side, to the memory of 
the public-spinled intiiCD vbo con- 
ferred thii great benclic on the lur- 
rounding couDlry. He earned from 
it, in Bdditioa to his name, the title 
Fan der LilM, the only title which a 
republic could properly confer, and of 
which hia descendants may be nkore 
proud than of that of count or baron. 
The Lintb it here crooed by a bridge 
called Ziegtflbrucke, oier •rhich runs 
the rond to Glaru». (Route 72.) 
Near it ore a cotton manufactory and 
aa cBtabliahmeat Ibr the education of 
tl)e poor of the canton Glarui. It is 
eall^l the Linth Colony, because it 
owea its origin to a colony of 10 poor 
perBcnu, afterwards increased to 1^, 
vho ireni brouj^t hither by charitable 
iodiiiduBls from the over- peopled 
'nllsges of the canton, and settled 
<in this spot, which vos tbe bed of the 
XJntb previous to Escber's improve- 

moriug the stones and rubbish, and 
Kcnderinj; it fit for culuvation. Tbey 
were lodged, f^, and allowed a small 
Hum for wages, the expense being de- 
frayed by subsBTiption. After haeing, 
in combiuatioo with tbe correction of 
the Linth, described abovc^ restored 
the valley to a sUte fit for agricul. 
tare, and haTing, above all, been 
Raved themselves from starvation, in 
A leasoa of scarcity, they were dis- 
niissed to seek their forlunes with 
■ome few savings to h^n the world i 
and, what was of more importance, 
wilh industrious habits, which they 
had learned while settled here. In 
the school which now replaces the 
tolony, children &om e to 12 are 
taught, and teachers are also in- 
structed. There is a good inn, Zum 
E^her Linth, about a mile before 
entering Wesen. 
_ 3i WcKu. — Inn .- L'Epfe, well 
situated. 

Wesen is a villa^ of about 500 
iohabijanti, at the W. eitremity of 
the lake of Wallenttadt, and in ihe 
midst of (cenerj of great magnifi- 



cence. Diligenoes start fhim Wesen 
to Schmerikon and Glarus ifter tbe 
arrival of the steamers. Passeng«r> 
CIO proceed along the Linth canal Pt 
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by land is reckoned ^ posts. A 
carriage may be hired n-om WeMn 
to the Righi by way of Einsisdclo 
(Route 74). Tbe journey take* up 
two days, halting at Einsiedeln the 
first night. Tbe road turns out of 
that to Zurich at the New Ion, Zum 
Escher Linth, crosses the .canal, and 
proceeds through a pretty country by 
Galgenen and Lschen (Oi a good 
inn), where it Alls into the route 
from Happerschwyt. 

Glarua is six miles from Weaea 
( Route 72). 

Lice or Vftr.ijc«tTiirt, 
A steam-boat runs between Weten 
and Walleostadt, to and fro, twice ■ 
day in summer. The Toyage takes 
up about H hour; tare about I>, 8d. 
English. Carriages are takea at 
about 5t. English, being shipped and 
landed free of expense, except a 
trinkgeld. 

Diligences are provided at either 
end of the lake to carry on pastengen 
as soon as landed. 

Previous to the construction of the 
Linth canal, tbe only outlet for tbe 
lake of Walleostadt was a smalt 
stream called the Magg, which en- 
countered the Linth, after a course 
of about 3 miles, and was ancMed 
by the debris and stones, brongfat 

were its waters often dammed up be- 
hind, but the surlsce of Ihe lake was 
raised several feet above its ordinary 
level, in consequence of which the^ 
overflowed the valley both above and 
below it, and laid the villages of Wal- 
leostadt, at the one end, and Wesen, 
at tht other, under water for many 
months during tbe spring. By Ea- 
cber's correction of Ihe couiae of tbe 
Linth, its waters are now carried 
into the lake, where they bave. 
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alrcai^ flBrmed, by tbdt dapoait of 
mid and gnTsI, a delta nearly half 
Bi mil* loDg. Aoolher canal, de«p 
■nd, protected at the aide with strong 
dykeiv no* supplies the plaee of the 
Uvg. and drains the lake of Wallen- 
stadt into that of Zurich. 
: The lake of Wallennadt is about 
l^mile* long by 3 btoad ; its sceoary 
u grand, but not lint rate ; far iufe- 
(tuto that of the lake of Lucerne. 
It* N. shore consists of colossal cliBi 
of line and saud-atone, rcgulaily 
atratified, and lo nearly precipitous 
tbat there is raom for no rmd, and 
only for a leiy few cottages at their 
base, while their steep suiloce, almost 
dntitute of lerdure, give to this lake 
a sSTSgc and arid character. The 8. 
nde consists of more gradusUy slop- 
ing bills covered witli lerdure and 
overtopped by the tall bare peaks 
of niore distant mountains. On Ihjs 
side there are several villages, and a 
Tery rough and irregular road runs 
along it The lake had once the 
tnpuUti(»i of being dsngei 



t in tliis 



sudden 



and there can be little risk in in- 
trusting oneself lo eiperienced boat- 
men. The courier who baa passed 
it ^iTea times o-week for many years 

4ent. 

. . The precipices along the N. bank 
vary betiveen 20O0 and 3000 feet in 
hraght, and the stranger is usually 
qirpiiaed to learn that above them 
are situated populous villsges and ci- 
teptit« pastures crowded with cattle. 
Such a one is the village of Ammon, 
containing 3000 inhabitants, neatly 
S£QO feet above the lake, with a 
iHiurch, gardens, and orchards. It 
igi approached by one narrow and 
steep path, which may be traced 
sloping upwards from Weaan along 
t]ie face of the mountain. Several 
waterCtUs precipitate themselves over 
tfaia wall of rock, or descend, by 
^sh)es ot rents in its sid% into the 



lake I but ibey dwindle into innaniA- 

canee by the old of summer, and adA : 
no beauty to the scene. Tb^ pnM^ 
cipal ones are the .Beyetbach, IfiOO 
fiwt high (above which lies AmmoD^i 
and the Sarenbach, 1600 feet high. 

The hamlet of Sb Qumten is tba 
only one on ibis side of the lake 
On the opposite (8.) side tbcre arar 
oumeroua Tillages at the mouths of 
the streams and gullies. The priD< 
cipal of them is Murg, near which a 
large colton-lactory has been recently 
built. Behind it risen the mountain 
Murtschenstock. Its sumBiit, 7370 
feet high, and almoat inaccessible. i> 
iravaised through and through by s 

. cavern, which, though of large nie, 
looks from the lake like the eye of 
a bodkib. Tbe hole is b»i seen 
when abreast of the vilUge of Miihle- 
hoin ; by those not aware of the fact, 
it might be mistaken for a patch of 
snow. This peak is the bvouiite 
resort of chsmots. 

The N.E. extremity of tbe lake ia 

I bounded by tbe seven picturesque' 
peaks of the Siebm Kurfiirsten (7 
Electors; some say Kuhftman). At 
thai feet lies the nllage of 

4 Wallanstadt. — (An) .- RonU 
(Cheval); Hirech ( Cerf, or Fotte) ; 
Aigle d'Or, nearest the steamer, not 
good, 1840. All inJetior inns. 

Wollenstadt is a scattered lovn.- 
sfaip of SOO inhabitants ; nearly half 
a mile from the lake, of which it 
coimuands no view. The flats of tba 
valley around and above it aro 
nui^y, and the neighbourhood was 
formerly very unhealthy, so long ai 
the irregularities of tbe Linth ob- 
structtd the passage of the watera at 
the lake. Tbe evil might be entirely-' 
cured were similar measures adopted 
to confine and regulate llie course of 
the Seei, which still overflows tha 
v.illey at times. Wallenstadt is a 
dull pUee, and travellers had better^ 
avoid stopping here. 

There is considerable beauty in tha 
scenery of the valley of the siei, bo^ 
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Itouietli, 15. — &iriekto Coin — Zuricklo Zw;. 



SHgans — (Iim ; Kreuti (Creii 
BknW); Liiwe;) — a tovn of T23 
iobibitants, oa m cminenee sur- 
mounied b j a caiUc, near the jufietitHi 
ofthe road* from St. Gall and Znrich 
to Coire. It stands upon tlie water- 
■bed, difidlnft the etreems which Teed 
tfw ithice Irom those irhJDh tall into 
tlielakeorWaUenstadt; and this no- 
fairal entbaDknent is ao slight (about 
SOOpacN aenMs and lera than 90 feet 
bigh) that, as the deposits brought 
dcnm b7 the Rhine are eonatantl; 
ruoDg its bed, it is not impossible, 
tbnigfa scarcely probable, that the 

qniih its presetat Toute by the lake of 

the lakes of Wallenstadt and Zurich. 
Xt Tu calculated by Escher voa iter 

fliat the wMen of the Rhine need 
risTbut I9Jftet to pass into the lake 
«f 'WallcDttadt ; and it Is, indeed, 
iec»rded that the river, swollen by 
long rains in 1618, was oaly pre- 
TCDted taking this direction by the 

Geologists atgue, from the identity 
of the deposits of gravel in the valley 
of the Upper Rhine with those in 
the vale of Sees, that the river ac. 
tually did pass out this way at one 

The remunder ofthis route up the 
valley of the Rhine bj 

FosU «t Ragati to 

1) Coire, together with the eiour- 
«on to PfeCTers. Baths, which no one 
who passes this way should omiti are 
dcseiibed in Koute 67. 

N. B. RagBU to Coite is £j St. 
Gall posts, but Coire to Ragali is 1) 



and the Rif^i, but it n 
for heavy carriages no ferther ttlia 
Horgen ; they-muBt tbereftire be sent 
round by way of Knonau(Roate 16) 
to maM their owners at Zug ot Ln- 

3 HoTgen, Ihe road runs along the 
W. shore of the lake of ZuricI^ 
described at p. 31. The best mod* 
of proceeding thus far is in tbesteamL 
boat (p. 30). At Horgen 



rather c 



.e)- 



hiled tor 18 or 14 irancs lo Zug, « 
drive of about ^ boors. A browB 
coal or lignite is obtained at Horgeng 
but it will not answer ai Riel fot 
steam engines. The awent of ths 
Albis ridge behind Horgen is verf 
steep, hut commands a fine view of 
the lake as fi^ as Rapperschvyl tAA 
ts long bridge, llie ste^ descent 
which follows leads down to the iil> 

i; Sihlbriicke, so called from a 
bridge ovnr the SibI, whicb conduct* 
the traveller from canton Zurich into 
canton Zug. From the ridge wblok 
Buae«eds,tbeBighi and Filatus moun- 
tains are first seen, and soon after tba 
borders of the lake of Zug an 
readked. 

11 2^~-(/aB( .■ Hirtcb, Cer( 
good ; Ocba. comfortable and cheap, 
hut not well suited for a bmily i)— >■ 
capital of canton Zug, the smallest 
state of the Confederation, baa 390O 
inhabitants, .and is prettily situatad 
at the N.E, corner oF the lake. It 
faaB an antiquated look, surrounded 
by its old walls, and, being without 
trade. Ills a silent and deserted air, 
lis inhabitants, eictuiively Roman 
Catholics, are chiefly occupied . with 
agricultural pursuits. "nie lick 
crops, vineyards, orchards, and gar- 
dens, on the borders of the lake, pro- 
claim a soil not ungrateftii to tha 

There is a OrpwAia Cnneeal and a 
ffwuiirf here. Tlie picture by Cat- 
raeci in the former, mentioned by the 
guide-books, is none eC bis. but ia bf 



M Soutes 15, 16. — Zuff- 

fa ioferior arUg^ Fismiiigo, and of 
BO grett merit. 

The Ciurth of St. Michad, ■ little 
vfly outside of the town, hmM a cu- 
riouA bone-hcuse attached to it, con- 
taining many hundred skulls, eacb 
tnacribed with the name of iu owner. 
The church-yard in which it stands 
ia filled with quaint gilt eroasea by 
way of monuments, and the graves 
are planted with flowers. The C«- 
metory deienea Bvitit; the display of 
aimorial bearings, coats, and crests, 
even un the humblest tomb, is a re- 
msirkable decoration in a republican 
aUtel 

In the year 1435 It is recorded 
that a part of the faundations of the 
town, weakened probably by on at- 
tempt to draw off part of the water 
of tie lake, gave way, whereby two 
atreets, built on the ground nearest 
the water, were broken off and sub- 
merged ; 2G houses were destroyed, 
■nd 4a human beings perished ; 
■niODg tbem the chief magistrate of 
the town. His child, an infant, was 
fbund floating in hU cradle on the 
aur&ee of the lake ; be was rescued, 
and afUrwards became landamnuum 

DUigencei go daily from Zug 
Lucerne and Zurich. 

Jlie Lake of Ztig, wboae sur&ce is 
1 S40 feet abore the sea, ii 8 mile* 
long, and about ] broad. Its banka 
are low, or gently- sloping hiUs, ex- 
cept on the S. side, where the Righi, 
rising abruptly from the water's edge, 
presents its precipices towards it, 
forming a feature of considerable 
grandeur, in conjunotion with the 
I^latue rising behind it. The Raf!, 
or RoH-btrg, rising in the S.W. 

lake, at its base, is not less than 
1200 ft. deep. A capital carriage- 
idad has been formed along the water- 
dde fi^ni Zug to Arth and Im- 
menaee. Boats are to be fbund at all 
these places, and the fare acroas, with 
two rowers, is 90 bati. It Ukes 
about 2 houra to go by wa 



— ZwiehlO iMxrnt. 

Anh. Tbe raad to Arth winds 
round the base of the Boaaberg, 
which has obtained a melancholj ce- 
lebrity from the cataauupbe cauaed 
by the &11 of B portion of ic (See 
Route IT.) Near the chapel of St. 
Adrian a small monument baa been 
erected on the spot wbere tiie arrow 
is supposed to have ftllen which 
Henry von Hunenberg shot out of 
the Austrian lines into the Swisa 
camp, before the battle of Morgarten, 
bearing tbe warning words, " Beware 
of Morgarten." It was in conie- 
qnence of this that the confederatea 
occupied the position indicated, and 
it contributed mainly to their victory 
~ ''"' memorable field. Morgarten 



*.)li, 



14 miles W. of Zu^, on the lake of 
Egeri. 

S Artb — (/na: Schwaner Adl«^ 
Aigle Noir ;} is the best point from 
which to ascend the Righi ; but 
Arth — the Righi — and the rest of 



described in Route 17. 
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10 ttunden— 3S} Eng. miles. 

A diligence daily in 7 houra. 

Tbe high chain of the Albii inter- 
venes between Zurich and Lucerne, 
running nearly parallel with tbe lake 
of Zurich. Two roads are carried 
across it — a. The most northemi 
and the longer, crosses tbe mountain 
where it is lowest, as it were turning 
the flank of the chain, and going 
round its N. eitremily. 

It commences the ascent of lix 
Albis at the oiUage of Albisrieden, 
about 3 miles from Zurich, passing 
under the highest summit of the 
Chun, called Htitliberg, 3T9S ft. 
above Uie sea-level, and commaiKling 
from its (op— Which may t» reached 
by • foot-path in 1 J hour from Zurich 
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— an eiteDsive view. On the op[ 

taiB <t««eDt the rout rcftchea 

Si Bonstctten ( Ain : Lbwe> 

s| Knonsu. There is ■□ inn 

Uk castle. At thia pUce the t 



b. The iramd mail, and the one 
eoainionly taken unce the recent !m- 
proTemenu, crosus the Sigh AUrit, 
and is so judiciously cartied up the 
Iteep mountain side, in inclined ter- 
tacM or tigiagi, that unless a carriage 
be yetj heavy, onlj 2 horses will be 
required to surmount it. It is, how- 
ever, completed only as &t as the 
Zug Ironticr, beyond which it is very 
bsir(ie!<9). Thia line of route is 
remarkable fer the lerv beautiful 
tiew of tJie chain of the Alps, and of 



n from 



iniL It skirts the 



31 Albis Wirthshaua, or Inn of the 
Albis, which affords only moderate 
Cu-e or accommodation, but a msgni- 
fcent prospect. The best point, 
however, fur seeing the new, is the 
Sipia2 (HochwBch. called also Schna- 
bel), a height off the road, about a 
mile above the inn ; it takes in nearly 
the whole of the Zurichsee. At 
the foot of the mountain, between 
it and the lake, the vale of the Sihl 
intervenes. Its wooded slopes were 
the favourite retreat of the pastoral 
poet Gessner : they were occupied in 
1799 by two hostile armies — that 
of the French under Massena, who 
encamped on the slope of the Albis, 
and that of the Russians, who occu- 
pied the right bank of the Sihl. They 
watahed each other from hence for 
tuore than three monthi; until Mas- 
aen.1, by a masterly movement, crossed 
the Limmat, cut off part of the Rus- 
sian fonie, and compelled the rest to 
• hasty retreat. On the S. are seen 
the Uttie lake of Turl (Tuiler See), 



at the foot oT tbe n . . . 

from it tbe church of Cappel, where 
Zwingli died ; farther olf the Uke of 
Zug, and behind it tower the Right 
and niatua mountains, discloalng 
between (hem a little bit of the lake 
of Lucerne. The grandest feature, 
however, of the view is the snowf 
chain of the Alps, from the Sentia to 
the JuoKfrau, which fills up the hori- 
zon. The pauoramlc view from the 
Albis has been engraved by Keller. 

The greatest height wb:ch the road 
attains is 2404 fl., at^ which it de- 
scends, pacnng on the rt. the littltf 
lake of Turl, by iUSerscbwyl to 

2) Knonau (a decent inn to dine 
at). Persons bound to the lUghi, 
and travelling on foot, or in a light 
char, may proceed at once from thB 
summit of the Albis to Zug bj" 
Hausen, and Cappa (5 milea from 
the Albis inn), a village of 6D0 IQ' 
habitants, which has obtained a woe- 
ful celebrity in Swiss history aa the 
spot where the Confederates, embit- 
tered against each other by religioui 
discard, dyed tlieir hands in the blood 
of one another, and where Zwingli 
the retbnner fell in the midst of hia 
flock on the llth of October. 1531. 
Many of tbe best and bravest ot the 
citizens of Zurich perished on that 
day of civil broil, overpowered by the 
numbers of their opponents, the men 
of the 4 inner cantons. Zwingli, 
who, in accordance with the custom 
of the lime and country, attended his 
flock to the field of battle, to atfbrd 
theni spiritual aid and consolation, 
was struck down in the fight, and 
found by a soldier of Unterwalden, 
who did not know him, but who, as- 
certaining that he refused to call on 
the Virgin and saints, despatched him- 
with his sword as a dog and a heretic. 
His body, when recognised by his 
foes, was burnt by the common hang- 
man, and even his ashes subjected to 
the vilest indignities that malice 
could suggest. A handsome moaa- 
autt, consisting of a rough masnve 
Uock of stone by the road aide,: baa 



Boutel6.-~'Iii»rne — Brii^.- 



^«i tha i^ao* of the tr«a whioli 
marked the spot where be fell. It 
hmn, on metal plates, inscnptions in 
Oermim sad Latin. The Gotbit 
ahircS of Csppel, ancieotlj' attaches! 
to • coDTeat supprenvd eoon after the 
commeDcement of the RefiitmatioD, 
TM buill in 1-280. 



The nHid from Knonai 
froceedi by Riimeltiken 






urruge-raad turns off on the left to 
2ug and the Righi' thence Ft pro.^ 
oeeds nlonji; the banks of the Reius to 

S Gysllker-Bnicke, Dierikop, Ebi- 
kon, and, passing near the moDU- 
Btent of the Swiss Guards (p. 39), 
enters 

I 3 J Luce a vs. Imu: Sohwui — a 
UeT house, in the best situation, and 
good; — Balapoes (Waaga) — an old- 
established bouse, tolerable, and mo- 
derate chju^es. Eschmaps' Pension is 
tecommanded ; the muter obliging, 
obarge 6ff. a day, RiisBlL(CheTal). 
There ia a good pension, overlooking 
Uie lake close to the Kapel Briicke. 

Lucerne, chief town of tbe canton, 
■qd one of tbe three Vororter, or si- 
teraate seats of the Diet, lies at the 
N. W. extremity of the lake of Lu- 
oeme, and is divided into two pans 
Ity the.riTer Reuss, which here issues 
out of it. Its population is about 
833% all Roman Catholics, except 
about 300 Protestants. Lucerne is 
tbe resideoDC of the Papal Nuncio. 

It is not B place of any considerable 
trade or mannlactures, but their ab- 
aence is more ihan compensated by 
the beautiful scenery in which it la 
sitnated on the borders of the finest 

lakes, beLween the giant Piiotus and 
Bighi, and in sight of the suovy 
Alps of iSchwyti and Engelberg. 
The town is still surrounded by a very 
picturesque circle of feudal watch- 
towers, and is walled in on the land 



DUDdter and leoglb of it> ln- ld ft wi - 
Ttie lowart, or- MSUbridffe. a huag 
with paJDliogs of the Dance of Death ; 
the second, or Aeiusirticig, is the 
«aly one uneoierad and passable fair 
carriages ; the upper, or Kapdl-iriiekt 
runs in a slanting direction acroaa 
the moutb of the Rauss, whose cleac 
and pellucid sea-green waters may 
bare be siirveyed to great adilnta^ 
Bi .they rush twDBatfa it with tba 
swiRnesa of a mountain-tomaiti 
Against the timbers sumtortinE tb« 
roof of thia bridge ai 



the rt. to the I. bank reptesEnt tbe 
lile and acts of 8l. Leger and St; 
Maurice, Lucerne's patron saints.^ 
The sutiieBls of those seen in tbe op> 
taken tfota Swies 






withou 
middle 



KBpelt-briicke,ristngautofthewateiv 
standi a very picturesque watoli- 
towcr, called WattrlAurm, forming m 
link of the feudal fbrtificationa of tfa« 
town. It is said to baie once aervad 
ai a light-house (_LiictTna) la boats 
entering the Rtuss, and. hence aomli 
bate derived the present name of Lu- 
cerne. Tbe SofbHicie, the longest 
of all the bridges, was ori^cinally 1 SBO 
feet long, but has lost 300 feet sinca 
1835. It extends acmis tbe lake, 
within a few feet of the sliore to the 
church of St Leodegar, and thai 
Convent nnd Court ( Hof ) of its for- 
mer abbots. The paintings in its 
roof illustrate tbe Scripture. 
'' LeiMHii for eier; hesrt; s Bible Ibr all 

It commands a, charming view of the 
lake, tbe Alps, tbe Ri^i. nnd tb« 
Pilatus. Near tbe middle of It is an 
index prinled on a board, the di*wg> 
ing lines of which point to the differ^ 
ent mountains and peaks lis^bla 
f.'oni hencft each of which ia namol 
for the convenience of strangers. A 
considerable ponioD of ground baa 
been gained .ftom ^e lake by cnr- 
lai^og tills bridge, and tbrowing out 
a sort of quay ; the new inn ^ tbs 
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lb churchei and other public 
batldings LuceriM b*3 no very pro- 
minait abjeett, though seYeiti wbicb 
an highly pleasing u loonumentB 
of the progresa o( the nktluo, uid of 
&■ auaneri and ciutomi, eiin. The 
^treh'of St. Leger, alio called Hof., 
ST 8tifis-kircbe> is a modern biulding, 
aicept Uie two towers, vhich daU 
ftam 1509. Hie adjoining churota- 
^trd is filled with quaint old monu- 
ments, and the view trom the cloiater 
windows is line, but similar to that 
llrom the bridge. 

The Arieiud, near the gate leading 
to Berue, U one of thoae lenerahle 
reposiloriea coninion to the chisf 
Mmu of all the caDtons, in vbich 
ne deposited the mttsketi, artillery, 
&c. tin arming their contingent of 
troop*. It containi some ruity niiti 
of annent armour, cod KTOTal htsto- 
dca] relict and trophies of Swin 
Talour, such ai the yellov Auilrian 



bonne 






ny pen 



uoFki 



and nobles taken at the battle of Sei 
pach ; the coat of mail stripped trc 
the body of Duke Leopold of Austr 
who TeU there ; the iron cravat, lined 
with sharp spikes, destined for tbt 
D««k of Gundoldingen, the Schult- 
heiss and general of tbe men d 
liUcane, who died in the hour ol 
Tictory. A sword of William Tell, 
■nd a baitle-aie, borne by Ulric 
Zwingli, at the battle of Cappel 
(p.,37), 



llclty: 



pugh a 



Gmtni PfyS^'i modil (in rdiat^ 

a part of Switzerland may intcraak 

Dee who deaire to trase on it tiiat 

past or future wanderings ; but it ia 

lo citennTe nor so well made aa 

at Zurich; besides which 1 &. 

I, is dAmaoded Jbr admisuoQ^^ 

decidedly more than it ia worth. n« 

Gothic Fauntaiiu which are to b* 

observed in all parts of Swit*eilaiiA 

are here of sii^ular beauty and orbi 

giuality. 

Tbe EnglM ehunh irmet it 
perfortned erery Sunday at 11 and 
6 in tbe German Protestant ebureb; 
the landlord of the Swan hotel, thu)gb 
a Romai) Catholic, bating given a 
stipend of 40/. a year to the elagj- 



in great profusion. 

One of the most inleretting of tbe 
lightt of Lucerne is, without Aoubt, 






„of a 



I of Zwingli may have led ti 
rtion tliat be took active pa 
le lif ht, it is believed that he sarasled 
hk oountryincn merely with eihorl- 
•tioiM and eoniolations of religion. 
Several Turkish sUndards depcsiled 
here wve captured at the battle of 
X^epanto, by a knight of Malta, who 

?»■ Simllhalu, on the rt bank of 
tin ReuR, a liltle billow the Kapell- 
Itriigke, is tbe place of meeting of the 



Anus Gaarib, who &II while defend, 
ing the Royal Family of France ia 
the bloody masucre of Ibe FreDeh 
Revolution, August 10, 1792. It 
is situated in the garden of Gen. 
Kyfi^, ler« than J of a mile oataide 
tbe W^gis gate. Tbe deaden is bj 
Thorvaldsenj cEeouted by Ahon^ a 
Eculplor of Constance. It repreaenta 
a lion, of colossal nie, wounded to 
death, with a spear slicking in hit 
side, yet endeavouriag in his last gaap 
lo protect from injury a shield baai- 
ing the fleur-de-lia of the Bourbon^ 
which he holds in bis paws. Tb« 
figure, hewn out of the living sand- 
stone rock, is 38 it. long, and 18 
high, and its eiccutian i 
great pruse. Beneath it 
the names of the soldiers i 
who Ml in defendJog the Tuilctieia 
Aug. 10, 1T93. The loyalty and 
fidelity of this brave band, who.tfaiu 
aaorifioed tfieii: liies fiir their . adopted 






M 
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■cnenign, *lmoit mske us forget that 
the J were mercepuies, eap«cull; 
MwidiDg forward us they did, u the 
protecton of I>ouis and hia faniily, at 
■ moment vbeo deieited, or attacked, 
bf hia natural defenders, bis own 
aubjectB. There is a quiet aoiitude 
and shade about the spot whicb is 
particular!; pleasing and refreshing. 
The rocks around are mantled witli 
fern and creepers, for 



the ObralaDd ma; 'send round 
ir carriage to meet them at ThuD. 

4o one sbould leave Lucerne with- 

eiploriog the beauties of its Lait 

called in German Vierwaldstadter 

the grandest ia Europe in point 

>i icenery, particularly the lartber 

jnd of it, eailed the bay of Uri ; and 



See- 



dpiea; 



nill b 









(treamlet of clear water, trickling 
down ihim the top of the rock, is 
receiTed into a bssin-ibaped hollow 
below it, forming a mirror in which 
the sculpture is reSected. One of 
the very few suryiiors of the Swiss 
Guard, dressed in its red uniform, 
Bow Tustj' and patched, resides in a 
eottage hard by, as guardian of the 



»r. The cloth 
Uttle chapel aitji 
dered eipressly fi 
d'Angoul^me. 

There are many pretty v 
ftiutt of vuw near Lucerne 
the best is the villa called AUi 
perched on the top of a hil 
tbe Weggis gate, from which 
be reached in a walk of IS 
idlng up tbe hil 



the< 



walls. 



>g was embroi- 
by tbe Due 



GUmltar, — a height on the oppo- 
site side of the Reuss. outside tlie 
Basle gate, also commands a fine 
prospect. 

Mmoti Right, so celebrated tor its 
panoramic view, is about 10 miles 
from Lucerne (i. i. the base of the 
mountain). To reach the summit . 
will occupy S or S hours, ciduuve of 
Mt^pages, from Lucerne, (or 4 or 5 
bours taking the steamer to Weggis.) 
*o that travellers will regulate dieir 
departure accordingly, remembering 

arrive at the top bdiire sunset. 'Here 
are several ways to it, bp land, to 
Kussnacht and Arth; or In/ nmter to 
Kussnacht and Weggis. (See Route 
IT.) Travellers giung from Lucerne ' 



rived if tbe traveller who undentanda 
Geroian will take Schiller's " WiU ' 
helm Tell " as a pocket companion, 
in vhieh admirable poem so many- 
of the scenes are localized. (Route 
18.) 

Those who mtend to traverse the 
lake, and visit the Righi, and to r». 
(urn aflerwarda to Lucerne, should 
combine the two eipeditions, which 
may be eHeoted in two days, Mu— . 
go by land to Arth, or by water to 
Wefflps, descending neit day on the 
opposite side, and embarking on the 
Uke, either at Weggis or Brunnen j 
pass up the bay <^ Uri. at least aa 
lu as Ten's chapsi, and return by 
water to Lucerne the find evening. 

A ^tamer plies regularly between 
Lucerne and Fluellen, calling at the 
intermediate places. Furtlwr par- 
ticulars reelecting it, and the bite of 
boats, which may be found on the 
shore opposite the Swan inn, are 

DiuciKCEs go daily tiom Lueems 
to Aarau ; Bale ; Berne, by Summis- 
wald; Berne, by Entlibucb i So- 
leure ; Zug and Zurich ; 4 limit a- 
aetk to Sdivyts, by Kussnacht and 
Arth. 

Mmuit Filait is sometimes ascended 
from Lucerne, but tbe journey ia 
difficult, occupying ej bours; the 
greater part must be performed on 

decidedly inferior to that Irom the 
Bigbu The path up it from Lu- 
cerne proceeds in a S.W. direction, 
by the side of a wild torrent, which, 
when swollen by rain, is very injuri- 
ous to the habitations on its banks: 
and, in the last century, destroyed 
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nun; boines !» the town. Skirting 
the bate of the mounUun. U pm« 
through (be hamlets of Krisni, Ober. 
DBUiHid Ueirgotteswaldi lheii,errou- 
ing ■ ridge covered with puturages, 
descends iato the Alpine railey of 
mgenUial. Beyond this, the path 
becomes steeper, and is only practie- 
•ble on fool. It takes nearly 5 houis 
to reach the Chalets un the BKindlen 
orBriindlis Alp, — the highest hahila- 
tioD, occupied b; ebepherds only in the 



Thel 



•eller 



here obtain shelter for the night, but 
Dotbingdeserviogthe nanie of aecom- 
DiodatioD. There is a very remark- 
able echo near the Briindlis Alp. 
Above this vegetation ceases, and 
naked rock succeeds. A csre in the 
face of the precipice, near this, is 
called St. Dominick'9 Hole, from a 
fancied resemblance in a stone, stand- 
ing near its mouth, to a monk. The 
oavem w^v reached, in 1AI4, by a 
chamois hunter, Ignacius Matt, at tbe 
nak of his life. 

The Tomlishorn, the highest peak 
t^ the mountain, is 5166 feet above 
the take, and 7116 feet above the sea 
level ; but the view from it is said to 
be infisrior to that from another peak, 
the Esel (ass). There is another 
path horn the summit dovn _^the 
opposite side of the mountain, by 
which Alpnach ma; be reached in 

ShoUTB. 

According to a wild tradition of 
considerable antiquity, this mountain 

wicked governor of Jud»a, who, 
having been banished to Gaul hy Ti- 
berius, wandered about among the 
mountains, stricken by conscience 
until he ended his miserable existence 
by throwing himself into a lake on 
^ t(^ of tho I^latua. The moun- 

f^j bad repulslion. From its posi- 
tion OS an outlier, or advanced guard 
of the chain of the Alps, it collects all 
the clouds which float over tbe plains 
&o>a the W, and N. ; and it ts re- 
inafKnd that atmoat all the storms 



which burst upon the lake of Lu- 
cerne gather and brew on its summil. 
This almost perpetual assembling at 
clouds was long attributed by lb* 
superstitious to Ihe unquiet spirit 
smi hovering round the sunken body, 
which, wb^i diaturhed by any in- 
truder, espeinally by Ihe easting oC 
stones into the lake, revenged itself 
by sending Blomu, and darkness, and 
hail on the surrounding district. So 
prevalent was the belief in this super- 



tively recent, thai the l 
Lucerne forbade the ascent of the 
mountain, and the naturalist Conrad 
Gessner, in 1555, was obliged to pro,' 
vide himself with a special order re- 
moving the interdict in his case, to 
enable bim to cany on bis reseanhe* 
upon the mountain. 

The lake, the source of all thu 
terror, turus out, from recent investi- 
gation, to be beyond tbe limits of 
canton Lucerne, and on the opposite 
or the E. side of tbe Tamliabom ; 
BO that tbe Town Coundl bad no 
jurisdiction over that part of tba 
mountain which belongs to Alpnach. 
It is nther a pond than a lake, ia 
dried up the greater part of the year, 
and reduced to a heap of snov, wbicb 
being melted in Ihe height of suo>- 
mer, furnishes water to the herda 
upon the mountain, which reaoTt tO 
it to slake their thirst. Then k no 
other lake upon tbe mountain. 

According to some, the name KU^ 
tus ifl only a corruption of Pflcafu 
(capped), arising from the cap of 
clouds which rarely quits its barrcK 
brow, and which is sometitnea acea 
rising tiom it like steam Irom m 
cauldron. Ilie mountain consist^ 
from its base to its summit, of num-- 
mulite limestone and sandstone i tbd 
strata incline to the 8., and abounil 
in fossil remains, especially near tba 
summit, around the Briindlis Alp 
and the Caatelen Alp. NummuliteSr 
as large as a crown-piece, are found 
near tbe lop. 
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wait tm hii mem;, and ifaM bha- ac 
ha puMdi 'from behind a ti«e,'iri(fe 
hit unarring arroir. It ii aomewhat 
remarkabla that reocnt reseamhet into 
ihsarchi*e>of KiiMnaohE haveclirwl* 
proved that the rinn cssllnd Gmlct^ 
Cartle never bi^knged to bicn. . At 
tbe snd of the lane, hj the rood-side^ 
etands TVTt Oiapil. B; a slngBlar 
anomdy, a. place of worship or^n* 
alt; dedicated to " T^e Founen 
Helpers in Need" (Our Sariaur.'tha 
Virgin, and ApoMles), now canirD»J 
moratei a deed of blood, which (ra- 
ditiorif and its supposed eonnecUcMft 
with the origiD of Sffits libcrL/, api 
pear to faara Eanctifled in the eye* at 
the people, so thai man is perlodieall j 
Slid in it, while it is kept in constant 
repair, and is adorned with ruda 
frescoes, repres«ithig Oesaler^i death' 
and other biacoriciil events, 

A little way past tbe ehipe) tha: 
\tke of Zug appein in nght, and tba 



To Sehwjti ^ stuitden ■■ 8S Eng. 

.. Ta Aith, »t lb« N. base of tha 
Kigbii 4jatiiiideu ^1^ Ei^-' milea 

'^ere it a good carhag»-raad all 
tin way to . Sohwyta, traTersad by a 
diUgWEe 4 times a-weeic 
' The (Asrtnt aag from Lucerne, to 
Oic t^of tbe Kigbl is to go hy water 
tn.W^glt, and there coramence the 
■aeant. In this way the summit may 
be nached in 4j or 5 hours from 
Jiuseme. and even lesa by tbe aid of 
Oa ateamer. The best point ot as- 
cent, however, is Arth, which may- 
be reached ai ibllows, — returning by 
Wegps. 

Tbe road to KiiMoacbt Tuna ueaily 
■II the way in sl^t of tbe lake of 
](.iuen>a, and of the Alps of Engel- 
beiK and Berna beyond. On a head- 
land St the angle of tbe green bay of 
Kiimacfal, atanda the ruined eaMle of 
New Habsburg. 

9j Kiiunaebt — Imii Sehwamr; 
Ad)er(Aigle Noir)-, Biisili < Cheval ) 
— lies at the bottom of this l>ay> at 
the foot of the Rigbi, vbOiw top majr 
be Eoaehed tram bence by a steep path 
in 9} haura (lee p. 19). Mutes, 
guides, ehan, aod boats may be hired 

On the slope of tbe Righi, abme 
the village, a ruined wall may be 
aeao, «4iich goes by the name of 
Gtnltr't QMh, rati is bdieved 
tbe oi» to which he wa 
wbea ihot by TelL 'Dii 
•aned in tbe celebtated aeBaic Wa_ 
(Chemin creui — H(Ale Gasse), 
through which the road to Ar" 
ptuse^ about a mile out of Ktii 
i^obt. It is a narrow green lane, 
OvokuBg with tnea growing from 
the high haukt on each ude. Hen 
Tell, after escaping Irom Gessler'i 
tuat on the lake of Lucerne, lay in 



1] Arth — ina: Schwattser Adler 
(Black Eagle) ; eoRiplaints hare been' 
made of wilful detention at this inn,- 
not eteditihle to its owners ; tratel* 
l*r« usually halt here while tha 
horses are getting ready to CBltr^ 
tbem up the mountain. Aiib, a vil- ■ 
lage of 9129 inhabitanti, occupies 
a charming position on the Ide of 
Zug, between the baae oT the Righi 
and the Rossberg. There is a Captu 
chin ennvent here. In the Tmanrf 
of the OlareAKnne interesting curioai- 

ciait and richly-worked crucifix and 
(dialiee of silver, which belonged ta 
Otarles the Bold, and were liA by 
him to his Swiss conqueror* on tha 
Geld Of Gransom, beddca some gandf 
prieMe' robes. 

The fios^Mrg, a dangerous ne^t 
boui, threaians IM danger to Aitk, 
bccauae its strata slope away from tba 
villsge. TbB Righi is a soaroe «f 
' rable gain to Arth, from Uu 
of.gotde* aad muleafiiKMMd 
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villBge 



byHienKagers to traretlera to aBOend 
the mounCain. The ascent preperijr 
begins at GoltUu, abou* two miles 
Guiher on the loaA, since few peraima 
are willing to btwI theniBelvei oT -the 
shorter but very difficult aod (adguing 
footpath direct' from Arth. Thow 
who ascend the Rhigi must quit their 
ckrriaget at Ooldau. 

" Munttiat kan ratm, 
X^v'tng a gtp la the gIhhIh, and nitb Ibe 

Hocking itidr Alpiae tacflirni ; flJIiiig up ^ 



TbiBi In iu c4d use, did Mount Rountx 

-, On. approaching Goldau tite 
vrilei soon perceives iracn of 
dreadful cataatTophe wbiob liu 
the original acd much large: 
of that name, and. iaundnleJ tnc <ai- 
l^for.a coouderabls distance with 
a deluge of stones and rubbish. The 
moaatala which cai^sed this calamity 
still lediaiDa ecarTcd from top to 
faDttom : nothing grows upon ita 
barren flurfaee, and ages must elapse 
before the aqiect of ruin can be le- 

. The RoBsberg, or RuSberg, is a 

iDOUntain 4956 It. high; the upper. 
part of it cauGJits of a conglomerat* 
or pudding-atone, formed of rounded 
uiaises of other rocks cemented to- 
gether, and called by the Germans 
Ifagelflue, or Nail-rack, from the 
knobs and protuberooces which its 
surface presentt^ resembling nul- 
hcads; From the nature of the itmo- 
tore of this kind of rock, it is lery 
liable to hecooie cracked, and if rain- 
wator or springs penetrate th^e fis- 
sures they will UDC &il to disolve or 
nloisten the unctuOHj beds of clay 
which separate the nagtJilua front the 
Btrata below ii, and cause large por.. 
tioDs of it to detach iheoueWes fiaxa 
tka maaa. The strata of the SjoOxtg 



an tilted up flam the aids of lh«> 
lake of Zug, and slope down towvdi 
Goldau like the roof of a bousa. 
Tlie Blantiag direction of' tba . aeani» 
which part the strata is well seen aai- 
the road frota Arlb. If, therefitM^ 
th^. day which fills tbeee warns ba 
washed out lij ttlan,- or reduedl to^ 
the state of a viscous or iKmy nnd, 
it 19 evident that such portiaiu of tha- 
ivck as base been detached from tba 



snow which fall ttoia the roof of R< 
house as soon as the lower side is 
thawed, or aa a veiad when launcbad 
slides down the inclined plain puF- 



destruellTi 



period of human recocdi 
landslips bod repeatedly 
talien Irom the Rcssbei^. and a graat 
part of the piles of earth, rock, mnA 
stones, which deform the fhce of Iha 
TaUey, derive their origin ftern sudi 
cataatrophsa' of arwient date ; but* 
tba most deslructive of all appcan 
to have beca the last. The vaeaot 
specs along Iha top of the monntna 
caused by the deseent of a portion, of 
it, calculated to bate been a laagoa 
long, lOooft. broad, and 100ft thiokt 
and a small fnigment at its farther 
eitremily, which remained when tba 
rest broke cS, are also very apparent, 
and assist in telling the story. Tha 
long and wide inalined plain fi»niin|>. 
the side of the mountun, now 
ploughed up and scerifled as it were, 
was ptetiously coceied with fields, 
woods, and houses- Some of tha 
buildiagB are still standing within a 
few yards of the preuipice whioh 
marks the line of the frsnture. 

The catastrophe is thus described 
iu the narrative publi^ied at tha^ 
time by Dc. Zay, of Arth, an C7«- 

" The summer of 1806 bad been. 
very raioy, and on the Ist aod Sod 
September it rained inoeswitly. i 
New crerice* were otiserTed in tba. 
fisnk of the mountain, a aort of 
cracking noise was beard intemaSy,: 



Soute 1 7. — Fait of lie JioiAerg. 



■tones itirted out oT the ground, 
d«tMhed iTBgments of roclu rolled 
down the toountflin \ at two o'clock 
in tbe afternoon on the 2nd of Sep- 
tember, a Urge rock became loose, 
■nd in falling rused a cloud of blsck 
duat. Toward the lower part of tjie 
mountain, the ground seemed pressed 
down Irom above ; and when a stick 
or a spade va« driven in, it moied uf 
itael£ A man, who had been digging 
in bis garden, ron away from fright 
■t these eitraordinary appearances; 

others, was observed ; insensibly it 
inoteased ; springs of water ceaied all 
at once to flow \ the pine-trees of the 
fbrest absolutely reeled ; birds flew 
away screaming. A few minutes 
before five o'clock, the symptoms of 
•une mighty catastrophe became still 
Stronger ; the whole surface of tbe 
mountain seemed to glide down, but 
■o slowly as to afford time to the 
iohabitants to go away. An old man, 
who bad oflea predicted some such 
disaster, was quietly smoking his 
idpe, when told by a young man, 
running by, that the mountaiu was in 
tbe act of falling ; he rose and looked 
out, but came into his house again, 
flaying he had time to flli another 
pipe. The young man, condnuing 
to fly, was thrown down several times, 
and escaped with difficulty ; looking 
back, be saw tbe house carried off' all 



"Anotherinhab 
.of his 



lildrei 



■ingalar, 



from the child.' When the 
motion stopped, she found berteif 
jammed it) on all sides, with her head 
downwards, much bruised.and in ex- 
treme pain. She supposed she vai 
buried alive at a great depth ; with 
much difficulty sbe disengaged her 
right hand, and wiped the blood from 
her eyes- Presently she heard the 
faint moans of Marianne, and called 
to her by her name; the child an- 
swered ^at she was on her back 

her fast, but that her hands were free, 
and that she saw the light, and even 
something green. She asked whether 
people would not soon come to take 

it waa the day of judgment, and that 
no one waa left to help them, but that 
they would be released by death, and 
be happy in heaven. 'They prayed 
together. At last Francisca's ear 
waa Btruck by tbe sound of a bell, 
which she knew to be that of Steinen- 
berg : then seven o'clock struck in 
another village, and she began to hope 
there were still living beings, and 
endeavoured to comfort the child. 
The poor little girl was at Erat cla- 
morous ibr her supper, hut her crieff 
sooD became feinter, and at last quite 
died away. Francises, still with her 
head downwards, and surrounded with 
damp earth, experienced a sense of 
cold in ber feet almost insupportable- 
After prodigious effhrta, she suc- 
disengaging her legs, and 



with them, calling 
low with tbe third ; but she went in 
for another, who still remained (Ma- 
rianne, aged tive) : just then, Fran- 
cdaea Ulrich, their servant, was cross- 
ing the room, with this Marianne, 
w^m she held by the hand, and saw 



It that 






roimd like a tetotum ; I 
timea on my head, somet 
ftet, in total darknen, ai 



:e ap. 



thinks 



: life. 
1 had passed in this sit 
n she again heard the t 
ianne, who had been asleep, and 



red her Ian 



la 



. the unfortunate fether, 
rho, with much difficulty, had saved 
limselT and two children, wandered 
ibout till daylight, when he came 
to look for the rest 



of his 



mily. He s 



wife, by a foot which appeared 
above ground ; she was dead, with a 
ebild in her anna. His cties, and tbe 
ntdse he made in digging, were beard 



by Mamnne, trho culled out. She 

and, saving tliat FranciscB wsa not tsr 
off, a farther seaich led to her release 
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9 off in a ■might I ini 



conmlsiie fits < 



[t appen 



had been carried down about one 

thousand five hundred feet from wbere 
it stood before. 

** Td another place, a child tvo 
yean old was found unhurt, lying on 
Its straw maltr¥4s upon the mud, 
iritfaout any ve&lige of the bouse from 
which he had been separated. Such 
a mass of earth and stones rushed at 
once into the like of Loweiti, b1- 
tiiough five miles distant, that one 
end of it was filled 



dijfioi 



B passing c( 



the island of Scbwan 






rept Bwa; into the lake 



rried livi 



ashed ax 
fish i 



D the 



liltage of 



Stcinen. The chapel of OUi 
of wood, was found half a league from 
the place it had previously occupied, 
and many large btocts of stone com- 
plete; changed their position. 

" The most considerable of the 
villages oTerwhelmed in the vale of 
Arth was Goldau, and its name is 
DOW affiled to the whole melancholy 
BtOTy and place. I shall relate only 
one more incident ; — A party of 
eleven travellers {torn Berne, beloni;- 
Jng to the most distingui^ed families 
there, arrived at A»lh on the and of 
September, and set off on foot for the 

tastrophe. Seven of them bad got 
about 200 yards a-hend, — the other 
four saw them entering the village of 
Goldau, and one of the laller, Mr. 
K. Jenner, pointing out to the rest 
the nimmit of the Uouberg (full four 



. and hi 

n the subject with some itnngcn 
>meup;when,BllatoDce,afl4cbt 
oes, like cannon-balls, Iravened 
r above Iheir heads ; a clotid oif 
illej; afrifhthU 
They fled I Aa 
soon a* tne onscunty was so far disd- 
pated as to make objects diacemifale, 
they sought their friends, but the vil- 
lage of Goldau bad disappeared uadtf 
a heap of stones and rubbish 1 00 feet 
in height, and the whole valiey pre- 






or the 

a wife t 



his ( 



leloil 



: all researches 



since been, fruitless. Nothing is left 
of Goldau hut the bell which hung in 
its steeple, and which was found about 
a mile off. With the rocks torrenU 
ofmud came down, acting as rollers ; 
but they look a different directioa 
when in the valley, themud following 
the slope of the ground towards the 
lake of Lowertx, while the rocks, pr^ 
servizig a straight course, glanced 
ross the valley towards the RighL 



Thei 



cksal 



Dving muebGi 
le ground. 



way up the Righi i its base is covered 
with large blocks carried to au incr^- 
dihie height, and by which trees were 
mowed down, as they might have been 
by cannon. 

" A long track of ruins, like ■ 
scarf, hangs from the shoulder of ths 
Kossberg, in hideous barrenness, over 
the rich dress of shaggy woods and 
green pastures, and grows wider and 
wider down to the lake of LowertI 
and lo the Righi, a diitaoce of Ibui 
or five miles. Its greatest hieadth 
may be three mites, and the triaiigu)^ 
area of ruins is fully equal to that of 
Paris, taken at the external boul». 



w 
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<mdx, or about' double the real extent 

^^ tha iobsbited cit;. I 

met, that the portion of tbe strata at 

the top of the Rtnsberg, which alid 

idvmi'iiita the Tslley, is aerlairly l«s 

-Dhd the chaotic aecumuIatioD below ; 

•nd I liave no doubt tbi 

■Ue part of il comei iiii 

the valle; itsetf, ploughed up sud 

tbrown into ridges liLe the i 

tiie aea, and hurled to prodigi 

■iaiiees by the imifuUe of the descmd- 

ing mass, pIunginB npOD it with 

Jbrco lutt very inferior to that of 

The efleds of this terrible couth] 
moD were the entire destruotion of 
Ihe villages Goldau, Buuingen, and 
JLothen, and a part of Lowertz ; the 
ii^ pasturages in the vallej^ ' and 
on the slope of the mountaio, entirely 
t^verwhel [ued by it and ruioed, were 
estimated to be worth 150,0001. ; 
1\\ hi>uses,and more than 200 sUbles 
Bhd chalets, were buried under the 
debris of roeks, which of themselves 
iomi hilla seyeral hundred feet high. 
iUoie than 450 human beiagii perished 
hj tliis catastropbe. and whol« 



iwept away. 



Pin 



I eoiDplele thi 
of destruction. The inhalntants of 
the jieighbouring towna and tillages 
were fint roused by loud and grab^ 
■Dunds like thunder : they looked 
towards &IS spot from whieb it oame, 
and beheld dK valley shrouded 
\a a cloud of dust; when it had 
deared away they fiiund the face of 
nature changed. The houses of 
Goldau were literally crushed be- 
neath the weight of superincumbent 
tnasaes. I<ow«'t£ was overwhelmed 
J>y a torrent oS mud. 

The danger of further calamity 
ttina the iM af other portions of the 
teuuntain is by ^o means past even 
«Mwj On Juiy Sd; 1823, a shepheni 
■hof dimbed up to the peak of the 
.Bcasberg called Spllzbiihel to gathi 



■cross, but on his return he fbun4.lt 
so much widened that he could not 
vealure to repeat his jumpi and was 
obliged to make a tnrcuit to reach 
home. By the 6tb July, the rent 
had increased to a width of -jO orM 
feet, and to the depth of nearly twioe 
that number of feet. Great i^pi>> 
hensions were eolCTtained leat the 
mass thna separated should in falling 
take the direction of the Ion and 
Cliurch of Goldau: however, on Dm 
1 1 th, after the crack had widened to 
1^0 feet, with a depth of ]£0 and a 
length of 200, down came the huge 
fragment i it was shattered to pleeca 
in rts fall, and threw up the vatem 
of the lake ofLowerU 5 feet, but did 
op damage. 

Tliose wbo desire a near new (tf 
the landslip should ascend the Goyp- 
enstook, whose summit may be 
reached in three hours from AlUi. 



Goldau to Bmaata. ' 

At GoSfoH one of tha most Ire- 
quented bridle paths up the Rigfa! 
strikes oflfto the rt (See p. <9.) 

The new church and one of tile 
inns at Goldau stand on the site of 
the village oreiwhrimed by tb* Host- 
berg ; its infaebitinti, thus destroyed 

have been remarkable (at the purity 
of their manners and their per- 
■onal beauty. The church eoutailis 
two tablets of black mari}U; in. 
scribed with the names of none af 
the suBbrers, and with particulars of 
the sad event. The hif^rood -tra- 

I the talus or debris, whidi ex- 
tends from the top of the Rossberg 
brup the Righion thert. Ilascenda 
vast hillocks of rubbish, cailcalated to 
be 30 ft. deep hereabouts, but -neSr 

mtre of the valley probably flOO 



IB eune to a fiHiile, 



Zug of stone already beginning to.bemoas- 
wbich ^e leiqied groit^ and with herbage iprih^dg 
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* 



up betTCea tiwnb Ainaiig these 
nouuds uid maeaes of rock, numerous 
pools (re eudosed, Hnung from 
j^ings dunmed up b; tbe JtUeo 

' 14 Lowerti, standing on tbe mar- 
ma of th« lake round whiub out road 
u^anifdoD a t^vaosd unbaukmenl, 
lost its cbiirch and sereitd of its 
bouses in ^e same catuUophe. The 
lake wu dimmisbed b; one quarter 
in coasaquence of tbe avftlauche of 
mud and rubbidi vliich entered it, 
Mid .its waters vera thrown up Jn a 
wave 70 ft. bigh to theeppOfile bank, 
■O as to cover tbe picturesque island, 
Bud sweep away a email cliapel whieb 
stood upon it. The ruined. Ces(& qf 
StAiDSiuiii, still laittUig upon it, has 
jH> bisiorlcal interest from having been 
destioved at tbe first rising of the 
Swiss Confederates in I30S, to avenge 
annutiagecornoutledby tbe Seigneur, 
in carrying off" a damsel egaipst her 
vrill, aiul detaining ber in confine^ 
naent. " There is a wild and sombre 
b-adition attached to this island,, that 

fiom it, and suddetdy tbe ghost of tbe 
tyrant is seen to pass, chased by the 
vengeful spirit of ■ pale girl, bealiiig 
a torch, and shrieking wildly. At 
^rst he eludes her swiftness, but at 
length sbe gains upon him, and forces 
liim into the Uke, where he sinks 
l*ith doleful struggles ; and, as the 
waves close over the condomned, the 
■bores ring.wilh fearful and unearthly 
yellings.' " 

Near ibe village of Lowerls ano- 
thev footpath strikes up the lUgbi, 
wbish is shiBter than going round 
by Goldau Ibr travellers approachirig 
from Schwyte or Prunneo.' About 
3, miles »ho>e lAWcrti it Bills into 
die path from Goldau, p. 49. ' 
Rigl.Culm may be reached by it 

. Sewen, (/>ui.' Zum.Kreuti^- 
village at the E> eatremity of Ibe 
lake, Ls reaiited to on aooount at its 
cbalybeate spring A cbrect road 



I^ miie aborbr tbM Ombf tWivyti, 

1 SeiHjrls'— /muj Hitsoh,gaod; 
— RiJsslL 

Sahwytx, a mere village, tboa^ 
the ehief place in the canton — "th> 
heart's core of Helvetia" — ftoiO 
wbich comes tbe naioe Swit*erl*fd> 
contains a population of 5BS5 !»• 
habitants, iDcludiag the adit^ning 
scattered houses and iillsgiB» whid 
all belong to one paridi. It Um 
pnturesquely at the fbotfl^ tbe veijr 
conspicuous dDuble-peak«] mountaia, 
called Mytfae (Mitre) and Uaek^ 
(4598ft.) 

AdjoJDing the Jtariih CAsreA, a 
inodero building, finished in 1774, ia 
a small Gothic chapel, called KcrUt, 
erected, according to tradition, a: n 
time wheo admission to the chtroh 
was denied the people by a, bas of 
eicommuntcation froa the Popo . tt 
was built in great haste, half of it 

secretly administered within it. 

In the cemetery of tbe PafiA 
Church is the grave of Aloys leding, 
the patriotic leader ( Landisbaupfr. 
man) of tbe Swias against ilu Frenidi 
liepublicans, io 1793. 

The RatUuHu, a buibilig at no 
great antiquity In- beauty, in whidi 
tbe Council of the canton holds its 
sittings, is decorated with portiaita 
of is I^ndammen, and a psintiog 
representing the events of the earif 
Swiss history. 

The ^rscRot contains baonen tabsn 
by tbe Schwytaers at Morgar.eD, aufl 
others hornc by them in tha battles 
of X-aupen, Sempacb, Cappd, UoiBI^ 
&e. I also a consecrated ttandard 
presailed by Pope Julius il. to tta 
Schwytnrs. 

The Archit (record oflSoe) a a 
lowier of rough masonry aerdral storks 
high, and was probably once a eastlai 
its waUs are rsmarkably tliiek. «dl 
bexieatb it are dungeons. 

Scfawyti possesses a JtmM c o i llgo 
(IB37),a Capuchin convfintj «lid,-k 
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A diligeiHe goe* once « day W 
Lucerne and back. 

The Schvytiera first become knovn 
in Europe about tlie year 1200, in a 
diapute wbich the natives of this dis- 
trict bad vith tbe tenaola of the 
nonks of Eiosledeln. The holy Fa- 
tbfiB, concealing from the Emperor 
-tbbvery eiieience of such a race as 
the men of Scbvytz, had obtained 
from Wia a grant oF their pOHetsiona, 
« wast> and unoccupied landi. The 
Schvytitra, however, ivere able to 
maintain tbcir oirn propeity by their 
own aworda, until «t length the Em- 
pefor Frederick 11- confirmed to 
them theii " " 



isCSchwytser) vas 
fiitl given to the inhvbitantB of the 
(htee Forest cantons after the battle 
ofMorgarten, their earliest victory, 
in which the men of Schwyti had 
Wkm the lead, and prominently 
distiiguiabed themselves above the 
othen. 

Atlbach, a village on tbe Muotta 
{through which the road to Brunnen 
passes^ may be seen the place of ss- 
-■embta|[e where the Cantons-Landes- 
GemeiMe — consisting of all tbe male 
ciliiens tf the canton — formerly met 
in the o|cu air to cboose their mo- 
^iBtrates, from the Landammans 
down t> the lowest ofBcer. Here 
they ueid to deliberate and vote on 
tbe ^sirs of tbe state, decide on 
peace or war, form alliances, or 
despatth embassies — a singular el- 
«mplc of universal suffrage and the 
legulation of the masses. The busi- 
"ness ws opened by prayer, and by 
the whde assembly kneeling, and 
taking an oath bithfully to discharge 
tbeir leg«1ative duties. According 
to the Constitution of 1833, the 
Oebeial Aesemblies of the canton 
4Te now httd at Rothenthurn, on the 
road to Einsiedeln. At present the 
Ueetingofthe Circle only la held here. 



The 

-which opens out 1 
in Route 75. 

1 Bruaneu. (I 



i Muo 



- u descril; 



Tlw summit of the High! may be 



n Luce! 



itoppages. 



He»- 



iclu« 



foot of the mountain at 
Arlh { Goldau), and Kiissnacht ; and 
if the traveller aacend from the one, 
he may seud round biB carriage to 
meet him on his descent at the other 

Tbe Righi, or Rigi < Tlegina Mott. 
tium is only a fanciful derivation tX 

the name), a mountain, or ralhet 
group of mounlains, rising between 
the lakes of Zug and Luceroe, owes 
its celebrity leas to its height, for it ia 
only 5700 ft. above the aea, *haii to 
its isolated situation; separated fiom 
other mountains, in tbe midst of 
some of the most beautiful scenery 
of Switierland, which allows an uo- 
interrupted view from it oD all sides, 
and converts it into a natural ol>- 
servatory, commanding e. panoraniA 
hardly to be equalled in eitent and 
grandeur among the Alps. It baa 
also the advantage of being very ac- 
cessible ( no less than 3 mule paths 
lead up to the aumniit. so that i[ is 
dally resorted to ia summer by hun- 
dreds of travellers of all countries 
and ages, and of both seies. The 
upper part of the mountain is com< 
posed, like the Hossberg, of tbe brec- 
cioted rock called Nagelflue. Ei- 
ternolly, the entire summit is clothed 
with verdant pasnires, which support 
more than £000 head of cattle ia 
summer, and tbe middle and lower 
region are girt round with forests. 
Owing to the uncertainty of tha 

veliers should prepare themselves fbt 
disappointment, since the trouble U 
an ascent is often repaid with cloud* 
and impenetrable mist, instead <^ a 

He U wise, therefore, who, in fine 
weather, manages Id reach Uc tmanil 
btfoTt th» mi goa doKH : he, at leaet, 
has two chances of a view. It not 
unfraqneatly happens, however, that 
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(ha tnveller vho bu commenced the 
aieaiil in suiubine *nd under ■ clear 
akj ii orertaken by clouds and atonns 
before be reaches Ihe top. 

Soriet aad Guida. 
The 3 priniupal bridle-patha to the 
Ctdm, or top of the Righi, ire then 
from Goldau, Kussiucht, andWeggu; 
At each of these placei, as well as at 
Ajth, Lowerti, and Bruonen, horaea, 
guides, and porten may be hired at 
prices regulated b j tsriET Gied bj the 
^DvemmeDt of the cantoui which ia 
idvajs hung up in the inn*. 
. TbeusualcAioTsj^a AorwiaS Fr. 
fisno to Ibe top, and 6 to return 
ueit day by the same road ; 7J by a 
diBbrent road on the oppoule aide of 
the OMuntiiii, with a d^k-money of 

5 ot 6 bati to the boy who leads the 
boraea. A porter, to oarry baggage, 

6 fr., and 3 to return: A hoise may 
be hired for 6 fr. up to the conient 
of iUaria Zum Schnes, below which 
is the steepest part of the ascent. 
CKoiKi i porteuT may be procured 
for ladies who do not like to ride or 
walk, and each bearer receiTCS 9 fr. 

liailors i« immense, it is a good plan 
to send a lad up tbe mountain betbre 
you to secure beds at Ibe Rigi-culm 
ina. The pedestrian, unless he desire 
to be reliered of hia baggage, baa 
■oatcely any need of a guide, aa the 
paths are most distinctly marked, and 
■re traversed by so many persons that 
be ean scarcely miss his way. To . 
those who ride on horseback, the man [ 
vbo leads tbe hone will aerre as 

jitatt firoM Goldau, — 31 hours ; 
descent S^ Trayellen usually make 
Arth (p. 43) their starting place (1 of 
■n hour farmer off), because the mn 
ta better there ; but the ascent of the 
mountain begins at Goldau. This 
is, indeed, the best point to ascend 
from, because the path runs along a 
J gulleyj in the interior of the 
' lin, the udes of wbioh pn>- 
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tcct tbe tniTeller &om toe ofter^ 
Dooa sun, and shut out all view until 
tbe summit is reached, where it bursts 
at once upon the sight: the other 
paths wind round the exterior t£ the 

At Goldau H toll of S httti, ~ 15 
sous, is paid for each hone, and goes 
to keep the path in repair. Tbe path 
strikes at once from the itm of the 
Cheral Blane up tbe side of tbe 
mountain j at first across fields strewn 
with blocka Jrom the Ronbergi 
which, by the force acquired in their 
descent down one side of the ralley, 
were actually carried up tbe oppodte 

Near a small public-bouse, called 
Unter Dachli, where tbe guidea 
usually atop to give breath to their 
animals and a glass of acbnaps to 
tbemselves, the path ia very ateep in- 
deedf carried up a rude atairease 
fomicd of trunks of trees fiutened 
between the rocks. 

This is a £?ood point for surveying 
the Ml of the Rosdterg and the vale 
of Goldau below, mourning in ruin 
and desolaliou. Tbe long trun of 
rubbish thrown down by that con- 
vulsion ia seen stretching across to 
the lake of Lowertz, which it partly 
filled up (see p. 45). A steep foot- 
path &om Arth falls into our road 
here. Here begin " the Stations," a 
series of IS little chapels, each with 

our Lord's Fasvon, which lead up to 
the pilgrimage church of Maiy-of- 
the-8now. The steepest part of the 
road is over at the 1th station. At 
the chapel of Malohus, containing tbe 
Bearing of tbe Cross, the path IVom 
Lowerti &lli into our mute. - 

Noire Dame da Nti^tt, or Aforu 
Z)a» Schutt, ia a little church much 
frequented by pilgrims, especially ou 
the 5th of August, on account of the 
indulgences granted by the Pope at 
the end of the ITth century to all 
who make this pioua journey. Ad- 
joining it is a amall hatpia, ot con- 
vent, inhabited all the year by 3 or 4 
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Capuchin brothers, vho do tba dutf 
Of the chnreb, being deputed bj tfai 
fraternity M Arth on this Bcrrifw, 
tba ehimh ii cmTOundcd by *. group 
of iaat, the beat of wfaidi (tbi 
Schwerdt and Sonne) ore sometiinei 
iCKHrted to by iinalida, who repair 
hitber to dnnk goat^a vheji aod 
Ai^t even afibrd a homdy Lodging 
to tra«eller!i benighted or unable ' 



findn 






of the taountain : the others are 
public>-haU9ea, chiefly occupied by 

gentlf>>lopii^ meadovs, briogs the 
traveller to the inn called Bigi-Slafiel. 



' Atead fraat KiiMtadtU. — > 3j hours 
to mount ; S} to. descend. A muU 
p4lfa, aa long as that &ibu Goldau, 
and more steep. Atoll of ID bataen 
u pud on this rood. By a detour of 
i an himr, Tail's Ou)iel (see p. -43.) 
tiMj be riaited in going or ralunimg. 
Leaving Kiissnacht and pawng on 
the l.tl>e rains of Gesaler'a Castle (p. 
43>). it il carried in 'zi^rags up die 
HUepest p«Tt.of the moontiin, through 
fiireias, and aeroa the .paaCtaes called 
Setbodem The bke of Lucerne is 
ift sight almost the vhole way. lie 
path emerges on the brov of the hiO 
in front of the SttBti inn. 

jhctmt Jrant Wiggim. — Weggis-.- 
bM: lK!ve(Ijoii),~a small vilbge 
on a little ledge at the foot of the 
Bjgi, on the lake of the Four Can- 
toDt, is the spot wfiare those who ap. 
pToub the Ri^ by wh|« land. It 
aiippcsts 13 or 15 hortes, and guides 
in coneapondisg numbeia. Hie 
ateamer ti> and from Luoamn touehea 
Iiere dailf; A bad' path, winding 
round the -foot of the lUgi, eouneots 
W«g8iawithKiiania«bt) but dieebief 
awnmuitication ia carried on by water. 
Tito iBule>palh up the Rigi from 
W^gis ia leas steep and a little 
shorter than- the two preceding: 3} 
hours up ; 8( down. It winds along 
the.outoda of the mountain, in soil- 
otant view of the lake, pssung, Srat, 
the little cb^ of HeiligenkrentE. 
(Holy Croat), and then^strelcbing up 



two vast detached blocks of nigeU 
flue (pudding-stone), holding sus- 
pended a third, beneath which the 
path is carried. Ildse broken &ag- 
mots leTTe to ilhstrate the tendency 
whiah .this rock has to cleBveaBd 
^lit, and to this cause may be attti. 
huted a singular torrent^ of mod, 
which, in the year 1 795, descended 
from the flank of the Ri^ upon the 
village ol Weggis, deaCroying 80 
houses and bm^ng nearly fiOaeraq 
of good land. It odvaniied slowlyi 
like a lava odirent, taking a fdrOiight 
to reach the lake, so that the iidia^- 
bitanlB had time to remove out of its 
way. It ia supposed to Istc hectt 
prodneed by afuings. or rain watn^, 
percolating Ae craoks of the: mscl^ 
flue, and converting the layer of ^y^ 
which separates it from the beds be^ 
ncoth it, into s>ft mud. - Hod fbectt 
been any great fnctnre in the nageK 
fin^ it is probable that a large porJ 
ti(Hi of the mounlmin would faava 
given way and clipped down into tha 
lake, nnce the strita at the Bi^ 
idope at a very steep an^e. Had 



similar to that of the Rossberg, m^t 
bare ensued. As it was, tiie soitened 
elay was squeezed out by the wci^t 
of. the superincumhent mass of tha 
mountain, and bnned this deluge of 
mud, traces of which ore still visiblB 
On the aide of the nKMintain. 

About half an hourlswalk above 
the an& lies the^ GM Balh (kaltM 
bad), where a aource of very oold 
water, iasiung out of the rock, aupi 
plies a small bathing estabUshment. 

A new inn, of wood, has been 
eonstmcted here, containing 9e b«dU 
Moms and 6 batba. It was otioe the 
eustom tai padeati to lie down in 
the bath with tbMi clothe* on, and 
idterwarda tn walk about in tbi ittD 
until they dried m tiie hade ; hu6 
this method is no Itmger rq^aid^ as 
evential to etftct a cure. Close M 
the oold-baUi is a little ohapel, dedir- 
cated to the Virgin, to which pUgrims 
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lepair, ' and in whicb mass ]* daily 
said Fbr the Bbepberds oa the Rigi. 

Tbe ^riug is 'called the Sitter*' 
J'amalaiit, from a tradition tbat 3 tkit 
listen aougbt refuge here from the 
punuit of a wick«d and tytsBoical 
Austrian bailiff] snd spent the re- 
maindei of titii &ya amidst tbe 
clefts of the roeka b the exeioise of 
piety. 

SH»mU of the R^. 

■ All the principal patha^ except' the 
■boM outB fivm Arch and Giddaib 
comerge and unite in ftoilt of the 

Abl^SniAi a bumble ion to wbich 
Innellers are Bometlmei.driien tot a 
night'lf lodgnig by the croirded state 
of the inn mt the aumniit. It is half 
BD. hour's walk Wow the Culi*, and 
il is;. a bad pha to Etop abort of it, 
Unce those who r^ here must get 
Ilp^Mlf an hour easliec next moraing 
if they wish to catch the numse iroA] 

Hie Oalm, or gulminatliig point of 
Um Rigi, is an irregular (^Boe of grounji 
at some extent, destitute of trees, bnt 
•DTsrad witK'turf. On the ti^ stauds 
Ae imi, a hi^ building of wood, af- 
fordiiif^ttderable acooiuniodatiaii, cou- 
udenng the heigbt, which exceeds 
that of the most elerated mouataiD 
in BritBiD,56TG A. above the IKatSvel. 
'IVsreUeH abpuld - bring aU ' Ihev 
ckaka wUh them, as the cold is olien 
very iotoiae, and the theimomeler At 
tinua. varies aa mudi as acP Keautiiur, 
wjlUn tbe S4:hcuB. The bouse is 
■varried with stbves even in summer. 
.The fidlowiDg'Botibe', rebtiTe to the 
ttnmteipanes, is hung up iu erery 
raont : -^ " On atertit MM. lea ftrsn- 
^ea qde ccm quiprennaM leseou^ 
wartutc^ de lit pour soi^ an sommet 
^uierant diz batz';" a threat whic^ 
•eems more likely to suggaat thas 
luvrerit the eomnussioa of so eom>. 
AvUiIe an ol&nee. 

Duridg the hmght of' anmmer, 
•4ien travell^ are m 
the Culm inn is crBmmed to o 
'Jowii^ every ev^iiug; numbers' 
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turned away irom the doon, mid it 
is difficult to. procure bed^ ibod, v 
even attention. The house pmcata 
a scene of tbe utmost eouflwon, 
servant raaida hurrying in one direB- 
tioD, couriers and guides in aru^ 
ther, while gentlanen with poles and 
knapmcska block up tbe paaagca. 

Moet of the languages of Eim^^ 
muttered usually in terms of absse 
or complaint, and the all-pcrvading 
fiunes of tobaooov oiler largely as in. 
gvedientB into thia Babe) of sounA 
and imelU, and add to the dtscomfivt 
of the fiitigued trayeller. In tbfe 
evening the guests are eplfecled at 
a. table d'hote supper; afier wbiek 
most persons are glad. to repair to 
rest It taikea,s9nw lime, however 
betbte the bubbidi of voices and.^ 
trampling of fe«t subside; and, not 
unfrequendy, a few roystering .Ge^ 
man students proloDg' tbeir poWioM 
and noise. 6r into tbe mght, .T\A 
beds, besides, aue not very .inritii^ Ut 
r^ose; but whether tba ituiMite ham 
■lept or. not, he* toge^er with ti« 
whole household, is roused about an 
hour before sunrise by the strange 
swjnda of a long Wooden bom, which 
is played until every paitdde of deep 
is dispelled &om the hougehold. ]lien 
eonimeileee a geieral. stir, and oot*. 
motioit and everybody, bastms" out 
with shivering limiM and balf-i^en 
eyes to gaie at tM glorioUa prospoot 
of a sunrise &opi ■ the RigL . Fo»- 
tutiBte are- diey far whom the vie* 
is not mamd by clouds asd rain, ■ 
very cemmon occurrence, af the latvaa 
of the Albuiu kept in Ihe.ina will 
testify. Indeed the following veisw 
describe the &te of alarge nujori? 
who mala this eipe^tioo : —^ j 

acno wcacT up-blU lewuH we.iyal. 



SuUoi sad gidm rota we* 

Fievi from the Bigi, 
Long before dawn an aaa^pblafe 
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of betwero 300 and 300 fenara a 
oftea collected an tbe lUgi Culm, 
awaiting the aunriw, to enjoj Ihii 
maguificrait pitspect. A glare of 
light in the £., which gradually dims 
the flickeruig of the Man. is the fint 
token of the morning ; it soon be- 
come* a ttreak oC gold along the 
horizon, and ig reflected in b pale 
^ink tint upon tbe snows of the Ber- 
nese Alps. Summit after summit 
slowly catches the same golden hue ; 
the dark space between the horiion 
and the lUgi is next il lu mi Dated ; 
forests, lakes, hills, rivers, towns, 
and villages, gradually become re- 
vealed, but look cold and indistinct 
until the red orb surmounts the 
mountun top, and darts his beams 
across the landscape, llie shadows are 
then rolled back, as it were, and, in a 
lew mocoents, the whole scene aronnd 
is glowing in sunshine. The view is 
best seen duKng the quarter of an 
hour preceding and following the 
first appearance of the sun ; after 
that the mists begin to curl up, and 
UBUallj' shroud parts of it from the 
eye. 

The most striking feature m this 
wonderfiil panorama, which is said 
to extend over a circumference of 
900 miles is undoubtedlj the lakes 
of Lucerne and Zug ; the branching 
arms of the fbrmer extend in so 
many di^rent directions as to be- 
wilder one at first, and both Uve tbe 
'base of the mountain so closely that 
the spectator might fancy himself 
■suspended in the air above them, as in 
a balloon, and think, by one step from 
'the brow of the precipice, to plunge 
'into them. The peculiar greenish 
blue tint which sheets of water as- 
sume when seen from a height has 
also something exceedingly beautifiil. 
It is sud that li other laken may be 
aeen from the Rigi, but they are so 
smaU and distant as to "look like 
pools ; soma almost like water spitt 
upon the earth." 

On tht N. lidt the eye looks io-ma 
into the lake i^ Zug, and tbe streets 



of Arth ; at the end of the lake the 
town tit Zug, and b^ind it the spire 
of the cfaurdi of Cappd, where 
Zwin^li, the Refiimier, tell in battle- 
This IS backed by the chain of tbe 
Albis, and through gaps in its ridge 
may be discerned a few of the houaea 
of tbe town of Zurich, and two little 
bits of its lake. Over the 1, shoulder 
of the RoBsberg a peep is obtained 
into tlie lake of Egeri. oo whose 
shores the Swiss gained the victory 
of Morgarten- ITie N. horiion is 
bounded by the range of the Black 
Foreal hills. 

Tbe prospect tn the W. ia more 

open and ms^like, and iher^ire lesa 

'interesting. Close under the R^ lie 

Tell's chapel, on the spot where he 

shot Gessler, and the village and bay 

of Kussnacht. Farther off, nearly the 

lie canton of Lucerne expands to 

r ; — the Reuss winding through 

midst of it. Above the lEteuss is 

lake of Sempach, the scene ot 

Iher triumph of Swiss valour. 

is distinctly seen at the W. end of 
the lake, and on the 1. of it rises the 
gloomy Filatus, cutting the sky with 
its serrated ridge. The remainder 
of the W. horizon is occupied by tbe 
chain of the Jura. 

On l/m S. the mass of tbe Rigi 
forms the foreground, and toudiing 
the oppo»te mountains of UnterwaU 
den, only allows here and there a 
small portion of the lake of Lucerne 
to be seen. On this side the objects 

the lakes of Alpnach and Samen, 
buried in woods, by the side of wbidi 
runs the road to the Brunig; the 
mountains called Stanier and fiuoohs- 
erhom, and behind them the mag- 
nificent white chain of tbe high Alps 
of Berne, UnCerwalden, and Uri, in 
one unbroken ridge of- peaks and 
glaciers, including the Jungirau, 
Eigber, Finster Aarhom, the Tltlis 
(the highest peak in Unterwalden), 
the Engelbcrger Rotbstoek, and tbe 
Brislsnstock, between which and tbe 
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Seelisbeig rum the road of St Gott- 

On f&« E, the Alpine chain conti- 
nues to rtretch unintemiptedly along 
the horiion, and includes the pre- 
eminent peaks of the Dodi, on the 
botden of the Griions, of the Glar- 
macb, in canton Glarus, and of the 
Sentis, in Appeniell. In the middle 
distance, . above the late of Lauerti, 
lies the tovn of Schffjtz, the cradle 
of Sviss freedom, backed b; the two 
singular shsrp peaks called, from their 
afaape, the Mitres (M;lhen). Above 
them peers the snowy peak of the 
Glamisch ; and to the rt. of tliem is 
the opening of the MuotU Thai, 
ibmouB for the bloodp conflicts be- 
tween SuTBiTOw and Maisena, where 
armies manceutred and fought on 
^K>tB which before the shepherd and 
chamois hunter aetroelj dared to 
tread. Farther to the 1. risCB the 
mass rf the Roasberg, — the nearest 
mountun neighbour of the Rigi- 
The whole scene of desolation caused 
by its lall (see p. 43. )j the chasm 
on the top, whence the ruin came; 
the course of the terrific avalanche 
□f stones, diverging and spreading in 
their desceat ; the lake of Lowertz, 
partly filled up by it, and the pool) 
and puddles caused in the valley by 
the stoppage of the watercoursefi ; are 
at once displayed in a bird's-eye view. 

The very distant snowy peak seen 
■lijITe the top of the Bossberg is the 
Sentis. 

TSe Spttlre tf Iht Rtgi is an at- 
mospheric phenomenon not unfre- 
quently obsened on the tops of high 
Bunintains. Itoccura when the cloudy 
vapours happen to rise perpendieu- 
larly from the valley beneath the 
mouDtaio, on the side opposite to the 
sun, without enveloping the suminit 
of the Rigi itself. Under these cir- 
eumstances the shadows of the Rigi 
Culm and of any persons standing on 
the top are cast upon the wall of mist, 
in greatly magnified proportions. The 
shaao7 is encircled by a halo, assum- 
ing the prismatic colours of the rain- 
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bow, and this sometimes doubled^ 
when the mist is thick. 

Two melancholy accidents have 
occurred on the top of the Rigi : ^ 
in 1820 a guide, who bad attended 
an English &mily, was struck dead 
by lightning as he stood wstching the 
clouds; in 1856, a Prussian officer, 
who had reached the summit, accom- 
panied by his wife and children, fell 
from a very dangerous seat which he 
had selected on the brow of a preri- 
pice (the only spot where the summit 
is really a precipice), and was dashed 
to pieces at the bottom. According 
to another account, the miserable 
man threw himself off, having pre- 

comtnitting suicide to his wife, who 
summoned the guide to arrest him, 
but, after a severe stru^le her hus- 
band got loose, and eSecled his 

lie steamer from Lucerne to 
Fluellen calls every day at Weggis, 
at the foot of the Rigi, for passengers 
going and returning. 
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The length of the lake between 
Lucerne and Fluellen is about 7| 
stunden — 25^ Eng. miles. 
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A Stiaatr pliei betireen Lucerne 
and Fluellen, perfarmiiig iu daily 
courtejrom 1st May to 30Ui OcU, as 
follmrs : — From Lucerne to Fluellen, 
at B o'clock each morning, — from 
Fluellen to Lucerne, at 2 o'clock 
cacb afternoon. The pa&aa^ to 
Fluellen aiul back the same day costs 
6 Fr. 1 1 6 sou:^ and takes.3 hours ; by 
Bf roiT or GBJling boat, 6 weie required. 
It touches at Alletadt, Weggii^ 
Suocha, Gereau, Bruonen, Fluelten, 
and, on certain day*, Stanzstadt. 

SoaU may be tnied at all the ports 
en the lake, but iire little used Since 
die steamer vaa launched. The 
cWges are fixed by tariff, wluch 
may be seen at the inns. 
, In hiring a boat to Fluellen, tbe 
epployer sbould stipulate to Iks 
landed at Gersau, GiiitU, and the 
Telleapbttt^ at his discretion, in order 
that he may visit these spots by the 
Fay. 

Much has becti said of ^e ,4aageH 
(^ the lake of Lucerne, ariung from 
stormsj that it is aul^eet losuddea 
and tempestuous winds admits of no 
doubt i but the boatmen can alvaya 
foresee the approach of a storm, and 
are very carefijl not to subject Ihem- 
selrcB to any risk. The clumsy flat- 
bottomed boats, indeed, have an 
uosafb look, and, in windj weather, 
heave and roll about Immoderately ; 
yet instances of accideota are hardly 
knolru — either the boatmen will not 
stir out in bad weather, or put into 
shore on the slightest appearance of 
danger. Those Bho trust themaelvea 
on the lake sbould implicitly follow 
Ae advice of the boatmen, and not 
urge them to venture when disin- 

The uinda on the lake arc singu- 
lariy capricious and variable, biowmg 
aV the some time from opposite quar- 
ters of the compass in i^Qerent parts 
of it, so that the boatmen say that 
there is a new wind behind every 
promontory. The most violent is the 
south wind, or Fohn, which often 
rushes so furiously down the bay of 



Uri as to prevent the pn^reaa of mtf 

row-boat, and renders it doubtfvDl 
whether even a. steamer irill be able 
to ioce it. During fine weatlieiv ia 
aummer, the north wi^d blows along 
the boy of Uri ttwn tea la three oc 
fbur, after vhieh it dies awiiy, and ia 
suDceeiled by. the Fohn, blowing &aai 
the S. The boatmen, io comio|; 
Aram I^oerne, endeavour to leatit 
Eluellealebre the wind tunis. Tb« 
only resource, when a etdtni oris^ 
is lo run bOfbcB the wind. 

The Late of iMcem, or of tia 
Four Fona Ou^tnt (Vier-WaU. 
sliidtet'See), so called from the dan. 
ton* of Uri, Unterwalden, Sehwyti, 
and Lueeme, which eielu^vely form, 
its shores, ia dittinguisbed abora 
every lake in Switzerland, and pa- 
ba^ in Surope, by die beauty and 
sublime gramleur.of its scenury. It 
is hardly less iniereicing &om tiia 
historical recollections connected vidt 
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which gave freedom t' 
— here the first Confederaoy irat 
formed i and, above all, its borders 
were tb« sc^e . of the . heroic deola 
and signal vengeance of WiiijUl 
Tlu, on which account they an 
sometimes called Tell's Gountty. 

The lake lies at a bdght of 1406 ft. 
above the sea-level : it is of very ir- 
regular shape, assuming, near its W. 
extremity, the form of a cross. Its 
various bays, branching in different 
directions, are each nouied after dia 
chief town or village situated op 
them : thus the W. branch is pro. 
perly die lake of Lucerne ; then 
ocune the bays of Alpnach on tiie 
8., KiisBnacht on the N., Buoeh^ 
stretching E. and W. i and lastly, the 
bay of Uri, runtiing N. and. S., en. 
tirely enclosed within the mountaios 
of that aiDton. 

Quitting Lucerne, and paanof; 
the long Hof Briicfcl^ the ateaio. 
boat will soon arrive a-brout of 
a promontory tnl the L, railed BI^< 
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1, eloie oflf vhieb ties a bduU 
idaad,ttieonl;i)De in the Ukc A 
fmufamui, the Abb£ Rcynal, took 
vpon hinuelf to ruse upon it m 
monoment in the founder of Swiss 
libetty: it eonnsted t£ a woodea 
Obslisk, painted to look liie gninite, 
wiOi Telts apple and artov on the 
top' J Thin gingetbcead memoruU of 
'vuutf and bad tista wM luckily de- 
Stroked by lightning. Tbm &r the 
diorea of the lake ant undulating 
fcill^ clothed with verdure, and dotted 
«rith hoi^ea and villu — .a imiling 
•cane, to. which the dart tidge irf' 
f^atuB adds a Bolitaiy feature of 
gnndeur. After doubling the cape 
of the Meggenborn, the ba; of Kosa- 
uacht Dpeoi but on .the L, that of 
Alpmiih on the It. , and the traTeller 
£ndg Inmielf in Ax oentie of the 
trots or traosept ^50 to call it) (rf' the 
lake. From this point Mount Pilate 
19 Been . to great advantage ~- clouds 
end darkneee almoat -invariabiy reflt 
u|HHl liii bead, and his Knated lidge 
and gtoolny odes have a sullen air in 
tha nudst.of the sunny and chaerful 
landsc!^ amuudi The luperstitions 
fliHUieeted with this mountain arc 
nnntloned at p. 41. It is the weatliB* 
E1»» of the boatmen and ■hcpherds, 
and, aeoording to tiie oomnwn saying. 

Dam sdrd du Welt« rut) 
it is a bad sign when Pilats is firae 
finm cloud, or dofi bit hat in tliB 
raoming ; but when ths clouds rest 
tHodily on his Ibrehead till late in 
the Bftemoan, bir weatbei may be 

lAOking up the bay of Kuaoucbt 
the mined castle of Neu Hobiburg is 
•eiea on the 1. perched tm a uliCT; and, 
at the furtbei extremity of the yil- 

tiie Dounts of that name. The oo- 
loaial man of the Bigi oocupiea tie 
other side t£ the bay. Its sides aie 
gilt with torests, below wtucb runs a 
friage of fields and gardens, dotted 
with cottages ; while, above, it is 
slothed to its very summit with ver- 
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daQt pastures, feeding a hnndrad 
flocksj — an agreeable oontraat Uluc 
neighbour I^at& 

After weathering the promonloiy 
of TanienbuTg a spur or buttress 
descending from the Rigi, the vB- 
lage of We^LB appeals in sight ; it la 
the usual port of disembarkation fat 
those who ascend the Rigi from tbs 
water (see p. GCl. ), and may be readied 
in about an hour from' Lucentt. 
Hie high pre^pices opposite W^^ii 
belong to canton Unterwaldcn, but 
the nanow ledge of meadow at thnr 



Two rocky headlands prcjeoting 
&om the lUgi on one side,, uid tke 
Biiigcnburg on the other — signi&- 
oantly caUed the Nosa (Nasen) — 
DOW appnr to oloae up the lake ; but 
as the boat advances, a narrow stiaitk 
not more than Ij mile wide, is d» 
eloied between them. Onoe throng 



ti other, and the 



have overlapped e 

traveller enters, as tt were, a new lake 
shut out by high mountains from that 
which he has traversed bdbre. Hut 
oval basin is called the Gulf of 
Buochs, from tbe little nllage at the 
bottom of the bay on its S. sbcn^ 
behind whieh riae two gnmd mouii. 
tuns, the Buochser and Stann». 

* On the opposite shore, at the ftot 
of the Rigi, nestks the little villaga 
Gertan — ( Am : Sonne, imall, l»t 
dean)' — whieh, wiUi the small strip 
of cultivated and meadow land bebind 
it, formed, fat four eenturiet, an in- 
depeodent state, undoubtedly the 
amalleat in.cinlised Europe. 

Its entire territory consists of a 
slope leaning aguost the die of the 
mountain, produced probably by Ite 
earth and rubfaiah washed down from 
above, by tiTa mouotun-tonaits 
bxsaklog out of ravines behind it* 
The whole eitent of land csnuAt . 
measure more lium threa milea I^ 
two, which would make a very small 
pariah in England ; Boaroeljr an aoe 
of it is level ground, but it >i oOTaMd 
s 4 
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with orchaids, sod aupporta a po- 
puUtiaa of 1348 souls, dvelling in 
174 bouses 82 of which form the 

It ia recorded that the people of 
Genau bought their tieedom flora a 
■late of Tillenage In 1390, with a 

n of 690 Iba. of pfennings, scraped 



of Lucerne, whose aerti ihey li«d 
previously been. They maintained 
tbnr independence apart from any 
other canton, and governed by a 
Undamuian and council, chosen &om 
among theuLselveB, until the French 
occupied Switzerland in 1T9S, since 
whidl they hate been united with the 
canton Schwyti. Though Gersau 
possessed a eriuiinal JunBdlction of its 
own, together with a gallows still left 
standing, no instance of a capital exe- 
cution occurred during the whole of 



Its existence as a separate state. 

llicre is something very pleasing 
in the aspect of Gersau on the mar- 
^n of its quiet cove, shcouded In 
orchards and shut out from the rest 
irf the world by the precipice of the 
RJgi i for although there is a path 
hence to Brunnen, and another to 
the top of the mount^n, they are 
difficult and little used. Its pic- 
turesque, broad-brimmed cottages are 
soattraed among the fields and ches- 
DUt woods nearly to the summit of 
the slopes ; some perched on sloping 
lavns, so steep that they seem likely 
to slip into the lake, 

Gersau may be reached by a row- 
boat in 2{ hours from Lucerne. As 
soon as it is left behind, the singular 
bare peaks of the Mjthen (Mitres) 
start up mto view, — at their foot the 
town <hF Schwyti is built, and in front 
of them stands the village of Snamat 
— (/an: Goldener Adler j best, not 
Tery good) — the port of the canton 
. Schwyti, built at the mouth of the 
rirer Muota. Ita position in reference 
to the surrounding scenery is one of 



reaches. It is the depdl for goods 
going to and &om Italy, over the 
Satnl Gotthard. The warehouse, 
called Suit, bears on its outer walls a 
rude painting of the three Confede. 
rates, to commemorate the first al- 
liance which was formed on this spot . 
between the Forest Cantons in 131^ 
after the battle of Morgarten. Aloys 
Iteding here raised the standard of 
revolt against the French in IT98. 

Hose who intend to ascend the 
lUgi from this, usually take a char to 
Goldau (charge 60 bats) ; for pe- 
destrians there is a dmrter footpath 
from Lowertz. It t^es five hours to 
reach the top (see p. 48.). Saddle- 
horses may be hired here. 

Joa(« swarm upon the shore: the. 
chai^(ea are somewhat exorbitant. A 
large boat (o convey a carriage to 
Fluellen costs 100 bati (= 14f: Fr.) 
— a smaller one, 9f. Fr. The steamer 
now touches here twice a-day. 

Opposite Brunnen, the lake of the 
Four Cantons changes at once its di- 
rectbn and its character. Along the 
bay td Vn, or of Fluellen as it is 
sometimes called, it stretches nearly 
N. and S. lis borders are perpendi- 
cular, and almost uninterrupted pre- 
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, higher than 

lose wbicti overlook the other 
of the lake ; and their snowy 
summits peer down from above the 
clouds, or through the gu!lies intbeir 
sides, upon the dark gulf below. At 
the pointof the promontory, oppoute 
Brunnen, stands a small inn, called. 
Treib, with a little haven in front, 
in which boats often take shelter. 
When the violence of the Fiihn wind' 
renders the navigation of the lake 
to Fluellen impracticable, travellas 
sometimes take a footpath &om Traib 
over the mountains by Sellsberg, 
Btuen, Isenthal, and Seedorf. There 
is a similar and equally difficult path 
Irom Scbwyts by Morsebach, Sisikon, 
Tellenriith, to Altorf, which was 
nevertheless traversed by the French 
General, Lecourbe, with his army, in 
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pursuit of Suwarrow, in the night. Iiy 
torch-light, in 1799. Ilie wuit of 
boats to transport his forces across 
the lake compelled him to thii daring 
exploit. On turning Ibe comer of 
the promontory of TVeib, a singular 
rock, called W^tatlcin, rJMng like an 
obelisk out of the water, is pawed, 
and the bay of Uii, in all it* itupen. 
doua grandeur, bursts into vieir. 
_ " It is npoD this that the supe- 
riority of the lake of Lucerne to 
all other lakes, or, as &r as I know, 
■eenes upon earth, depends. The 
Tist mountaina rising on every side 
and closing at the end, with their 
rich clothing of wood, the sveet soft 
^K>ts of verdant pasture scattered at 
Aeii feet, and sometimes on tlieir 
breast, and the expanse of water, un- 
broken by islands, aad almost un- 
disturlied by any signs of lidng men. 
make an impression which it would 
be fboiidi to attempt to convey by 

" The only memorials which would 
not disgrace such a scene are those of 
pHt ages, renowned for heroism and 
virtue, and no part of the world is 
more fiiU of such venerable ones." — 
Machinbuh, 

, After pasang tlie Wytcnstein about 
a Dule, the precipice* recede a little, 
leaving a snmll l^lge, formed by earth 
bllen from alwve, and sloping down 
to the water's edge. A few wsJnut 
and clieauul trees have Itere taken 
loot, and the small space oF level 
ground ii oocupied by a meadow con- 
spicuouB among the surrounding 
woods from the brightness of its ver- 
dure. This is OrHtii, or RiUli, the 
spot pointed out by tradition as the 
rendezvous of the 3 tininders of Swiss 
freedom,— Werner Stauffacher, of 
Steinen, in Schwytz; Erni (Arnold) 
an der Halden, of Melchthal, in Ifn- 
terwalden ; and Walter Furst, of At- 
tinghauien, in Uii. lliese " honest 
oonspiralots " met in secret in the 
dead of night, on thi* secluded spot, 
at the end of the year 1 307; to form 
the plan fbr liberating their country 
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from the oppressiot 

governors. They here " 

be faithhil to each other, but to do no 

wrong to the Count of Habsburg, 

and not to maltreat his goveroors." 

" These poor mountaineers, in the 
14th century, furnish, perbap*. the 
only example of insurgents, who, at 
the moment of revolt, Iiind themselves 
as sacredly to be just and merciful to 
their oppressors as to be bitbful to 
each other." The scheme thus coo- 
eened wss carried into execution on 
the following New-year's day ; and 
such was the origin of the Swiss Con- 
federation. 

According to popular belief, which 
everywhere in Switicrlatid connects 
pol ilical eventswttb not ions of religion, 
the oath of the Griitli was followed 
by a miracle, and 3 springs gushed 
forth from the spot upon which the 3 
confederates had stood. Id token of 
this every stranger is conducted to a 
little hut built over the 3 sources of 
pure water, and is invited to drink 
out of them to the memory of the 3 
founders of Swiss freedom. It is 
doubtfiil whether the 3 sourees are 
not merely 1 split into 3 ; but few 
would search to detect " tlie pious 

The view from Griitli is deluhtiU. 
A small scar may be observed fhim 
hence on the &ce of the opposite 
precipice of the Frohnalpstock, formed 
by the fell of a piece of rock. " The 
fragment which has left such a tri&ing 
blemish was about ISOO feet wide ; 
when it Fell it raised such a wave on 
the lake as overwhelmed 5 houses of 
the village of Sissigen, distant 1 
mile, and 11 of its inhabitants were 
drowned. The swell was felt at 
Lucerne, more than SO miles off. " — 
Sinumd. 

The immediate shores of the bay 
of Uii are utteriy pathless, since, fbr 
the mast part, its ude* ate precipices, 
descending vertically into the water, 
without an inch of for^ound be- 
tveen. Here and there a small 
sloping ledge intettenes, a* at Griitli, 
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maired the deugna of tbe copfed^ 
raMs by precipitating events befi^e.' 
the pUn vss pioperl; matured. Yet 
there ia soioethLiig ho BpLrit-Htirring 
in the bistwf of " the .mouotMa, 
Brutus," that there is no doubt tha. 
mere nartatuin of it contributed v 
much towardB the auocess of the ijir« 
surrection and tbe freedomof Svtt.. 
zerland, by rouaug the muids of ^ s 
whole people, as the deep and well- 
conceited scheme of tbe 3 eonipiraf 
tors of Griidl. 

lie view fram Tail's chapel ii ex-. 
ceeditigly. fine. Tbe fallowing are 
the remarks of Sir James Mackiotodi 
on this scene ; — " The comMnalion 
of what is grandest in nature,' with 
whatever is pure and subUiue in litt- 
man conduct affected me.inlhis pea- 
sage (along tbe lake) more power- 
fully than any scene which I had evec 
seen. Perhaps neither Greece nor 
Rome would have had nidi fSmv 
over me. They are dead. The pie» 
sent inhabitants are a bcw race,' who 
regaid with little or uo feeling the 
memorisls of formet ages. This i>^ 
peitiaps, the only place in our globe 
where deeds of pure virtue, anDienC 

crated b^.the religion of the people, 
and continue to command interesk^ 
uid reverenoe. No local supentitimi 
so beauUful and so moid any where 
exists. The inhabitants of Thermo- 
pyls or Maradion know uo more of. 
these famous spots than that they are 
so many square feet of earth. " 
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and on one or two other spots room 
has been found for a scanty group 

of houses, as at Sissikon, Bauen, 
Isleten, &C. 

■ A Utile shelf, 
foot of the Achsenbucg, 
shore of the lake, called the Tellm-- 
Plattt, is ocupied by Tell's Chafsl, 
and may he reached in | of an hour 
fhun GriitU. Here, aceording to the 
twdition. Tell sprung on shore out 
of the boat in which GessUr was 
cwrying him a prisoner to the dun- 
geon of Kiissnacht (see p. 42.), when, 
H9 is well known, the sudden storm 
on tbe lake compelled him to remove 
Tell's tetters, in ordei to asail him- 
self of bis skiU as steersman ; thus 
affording the captive an opportunity 
to escape. The cb^iel, an open arcade 
lined with rude and faded paintings, 
representing the events of the delivery 

of Sffitieriand, was erected by can- 
i, only 31 years after 



Tell's death, and i 
114 persons who had known hii 
BonaUy ' — a strong testimony to 
that, the e 



Once 






per. 



1 tht 



first Friday afler the Aaoei 
is said and a sermon preached in 
chapel, which is attended by the 
habitants on the shores of tbe lake, 
who repair hither in boati^ forming 

The murder of Gessler by Tell, 
notwithstanding the provocation, was 
a stain on the Swiss revolution, 
marked as it was etjually by the just 
necessity which led to it and the wise 
moderation which followed it. in p 
renting the shedding of blood, so 
that even the tyrannical hailifii of the 
Emperor were conducted unharmed 
beyond the limits of the Confederacy, 
and there set free ; an act of forbear, 
aooe the more surprising considering 
that many of the Swiss leaders were 
EEDortmg under personal wrongs in- 
flicted by these Buli£& or Zwijig- 

Tell, acting by tbe impulse of his 
individual wrongs, bad well nigh 



laud i 






make Runnymede an object of na- 
tional affection. In countries of iiL- 
duscry and wealth the stream of events 
sweeps Bway these old remembranoee. 
The solitude of the Alps is a sanc- 
tuary destined for the monuments ef 
ancient virtue ; Griitli and TelUi 
chapel are as much reverenced by the ' 
Alpine peasants as Mecca by a devout 
Musselman ; and the depudes of the 
3 ancient cantons met, so late as the 
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The ■ depth of tlia lakat oppoaite 
Tdl'i eh^, is SOO feet. After 
Muoding the o^e on vhich it atands, 
fluellen ^ipean in view. On.tfae 
W, Aore tfae valley of Iientbd x^ieni 
•nt ; tbe viiti up it ii tarmiuited 
if Ibe gnod tBOwj peaks of the Uri 



FliiaUaD, the pwt of the otnton 
Ufi, majr be teazled in half an bout 
from Tell'B ohapeL Here begiaa tbe 
••RUga road orer the' St, Gouhard. 
(IloiileS4.> 

ROUTE 19. 



- 10) •ttinilen935 Eagliab milel. 
Tbt iSttan^bcat front Lucerne 



' From Alpnach (Gertad) to Luti- 
gem tbanxul la practicable for ehars) 
thcnse over the mosntna to Mer- 
riugen IB only a bridle path. The 
Itwellar ina; eithet' take a boat at 
Jasa lirom Luoenie Id Alpnaoh, or ffa 
in a obar to Winkd (about en bour^ 
drifc^, and tiiere endHrk ; by which 
ha will a*«e aoma diataiwe. " Ge» 
lad ia a) hotira (widi 3 rowera) from 
Lucerne. The charge is Itt. SOc. 
tar the boat, and 9fr. each boatman. 
Vm Towm ieipeot m frane extra for 
dnnkpmonay. A boat and 3 rowers 
&om Winkel costi 3 fr. See tbe 
Tariff. A 1 hone car from Gertad 
to Lnngem oosta 12 &. and drink- 
maatj I fr. ; a B borw carriage 20&. 
■od 3&. drink-money." 

From Winkel, where the char road 
oeas^ the traveller proceeds by 
trater througfa a narrow gtrait b^ 
twcan the Tillage of Staozstadt (p. 
£50< on the L, and a spire of the Pi- 
latua, called Loppcr, on the rL, into 
Ibe beautifiil and retired gulph ot 
tbe lake of tbe Four Cantons, called 
Idlce of Alpnach. Tbe castle of 
Boliberg, on its E. shore, is remark- 
able aa the Bnt strong-hold of the 



Austrians of which the Swiss eonHa- 
dccatea (p. 57.) gained iniiiMMiiiii cm 
New-year's day, 1308. One of tka 
party, the accepted lover of a Hiwa^l 
wiain the castle, being, aoootding to 
the pnctioa of Swiss lorers even at 
tbe preaent time, adniitl«d by a ladder 
of ropes to a midnigfat interview with 
hia mistress, a giri, Uriog within it* 
walls, snoeoeded in iutrodninng, ia 
tbe same way, 30 of bia companloni^ 
who bund no diffloulty in snrptiring 
and oietpoweAig tb* gerrison. Hm 
loves of Jiigeli and Anneli Iiav^ 
from that day tbrth, been odebrated 
is Swiss song. A series of aimiil- 
taiuoua risings in other parts of the 
Forest Cantons proved equally aue- 
oassfiil, and in 84 hours tbe oounti} 
was freed from the Austrian rule. 

Gastad, at the 8. end of the bay, 
Ij hour from Winkel (fta— WeiBaB* 
Roas) is tbe port for all going to or 
oomingfrom the Brui^g. Cliars may 
hired here- 
sy Behmd it Is seeti tbe taptt 
•pire of Alpnach, or Alpnacht, abMit 
IJ Dule distant from tfae vraler-sidv. 
It i> a village of 1400 inhabitants^ 
situated at the fboE of tbe Filatua 
(p. 40.). The exttmaive forests which 
clothe the ddes of that mountain be- 
long, for the most part, to Alpnach, 
Bud wonid be a source of wealth to 
its inhabitants if they could be got at 
more easily. It was with a view of 
turning to account the fine timbet 
growing on spots barely accesribla 
by ordinary means, owing to their 
hdghti and the ruj^edness of the 
ground, that tbe celebrated Slide of 
Alpnach was constmcted. Hiis was 
a trough of wood formed of nearly 
30,000 trees, Aatened together length. 
wise, 5 or 6 feet wide at the top, and 
3 or 4 feet deep, extending from a 
heigbt of 2500 feet down to tbe wa- 
ter's-edge. It was planned and exr 
ecnted by a akilflQ engineer from 
Wiirtemberg, named Rupp. Tin 
course of this vast inclined plane was 

supported partly on iqiri^ts; and 
D 6 
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thus WW csTried over 3 deep ravines, 

■nd, in tvo initSDces, passed under- 
ground. Its sierage decliTity did 
not exceed 1 foot in ]T, yet this suf- 
ficed to diachsTge a tree 100 feet long 
and 4 feet in diameter, in the short 
space uf 6 minutea, from the upper 
end of the trough, vbere it was 
Uunohed, into the lake below, a dis- 
tanceexceedingBEnglishmiles. The 
trees were previously prepared by 
being stripped of their branches, 
barked, and rudely dressed with the 
»ie. The bottom of the trough was 
kept con&Lautly wet by allowing a 
TiU of water to trickle down it, and 
thereby dimini^ the friction. Pro- 
fessor Play&ir, who has written ■ 
most interesting account of the slide, 
soys, that the trees shot downwards 
with a noise like tbe roar of thunder 
and tbe rapidity of lightning, seem- 
ing to shake the earth as they 
pas3c<I. Though the utmost care was 
taken to remove every obstacle, it 
sometimes happeoed that a tree stuck 
by the way, or, being arrested sud- 
denly in its progress, leaped or bolted 
out of the trough witb a force capable 
of cutting the trees growing at the side 
short olf, and which often dadied the 
log itself to atoms. To prevent such 

regular distances along the sides during 
the operation of discharging the wood, 
and a line of telegraphs, umiiar to 
those in use on mttdern railways, were 
established, showing, by a concerted 
signal, when anything went wrong. 
The timber when discharged was 
collected OD the lake and floated down 
tbe Heuss into the Rhine, where it 
was formed into rafis, such as are 
commonly met with on that river, 
and sold in Holland foi ship-building 
and other purposes. Napoleon had 
contracted for the greater part of the 
timber, to supply his dock-yards ; hut 
tbe peace of IBtS, by diminUhiag the 
demand, rendered the speculation un- 
profitable, and the slide, having been 
long abandoned, was taken down in 
]9I9i Similar «lid«a, i|«»ly *B Iwgi 



are oommcni throughout the great 
forests of the Tyrol and Styria. (Sea 
Hand-book for 3. Germany.) SinM 
1333 some French speculators iMTe 
constructed a cart road up the I^latus 
into the centre of its forests, and the 
timber squared or sawn into planks 
is now brought down on the axle, 
drawn by 20 or 30 boises and oien, 
without stistaining any injury in its 

The Chicrth ofAlptuiii, a handsome 
modem ediSee, was built with the 
timlier brought down by the slide. 

Tbe canton Unterwalden, which 
we are about to traverse, is totally 
unprovided with milestones, for this 
reason, that, by an ancient and re- 
spected law, every inhabitant is bound 
to guide tbe stranger who questions 
him, on his way, without tee or charge. 
The road ascends the valley along llie 
left bank of the Aa to 

IJSamen.— (/nn.- Schllissel(key); 
not very good or clean). This vU- 
lage,of 1030 inhabitants, is the capital 
of the division of the canton called 
Obwalden, and the seat of the Go- 
vernment. It is pleasingly situated 
at the eitremily of tbe lake of Sar- 
nen, at tbe foot of an eminence called 
LoMdaibtrg, a spot memorable in Swiss 
history as tbe residence of the cruel 
Austrian bailiff of that name who put 
out the eyes of the aged Henry An 
der Halden. This act of atrooit; 
made a deep impression on the popti- 
lar mind, contributing, with other 
events, to tbe out-break of the Swiss 
insurrection. On New-year's mom- 
iog, 1 908, SO peasants of Obwslden 
repaired to the castle with the cus- 
tomary presents of game, poultry, 
&c, , for the seigneur, who bad gone 
at that hour to mass. Admitted 
within the walls, they liied to thnr 
staves the pike-heads which they bad 
concealed beneath their dress, tJew 
a hiast as a signal to 30 confederates 
who lay in ambush, under the alders, 
oulaide of the gate, and, in conjunc- 
tion, captured the strong-hold almost 
No vestige of 



SOiUe 19. — Past of Oe Brun^ — Somen. 



tlie caatle naw remains: 
whicJ] occupies iti ute, and 
s moat beautifiJ Tie*, bw 
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the citiuiu of the cantOD, vbo meet 
there to eieroise the priiilese of elect- 
ing their magiatrates. ASjoining it 
is the public shooting-bouse, for the 
practioe of rifle shooting. 

Tbe Rathiatu, a plain ediHce, not 
unlike, the oonrt-hause of tn £ng1idi 
county town, oontaius, in iti ■■ bu«i- 
ne»-like council cbomben," portnitt 
of the kndammen for several ages. 
** The artists hive been particularly 
■uoeesaitil in delineating tbinr beank." 
Hiere is one picture, howeTer, better 
than the resti of Nicholas von dei 
Flue, one of the worthies of Svilier- 
land, more particularly respected in 
tbil cuilon, where effigies of him 
dtouod. He enjoys the rare reputa. 
lion (^ a patriot, and at the same 
time, a peace-maker, hanng spent his 
life in allaying tbe bitterness and dis- 
sensions between his countrymen, 
which, at one time, threatened the 
deitnietion (tf the Helvetian Repub- 
Ue, In the vigour at bis years be 
retired from the world into the re- 
mote valley of Melchthal, where he 
passed bis time ai a hermit in a hum- 
Ide cell, in exercises of piety. His 
reputation, however, for wisdom as 
well as virtue, was «a high that the 
oooosellon of the confederacy flocked 
to him in his solitude to sedi advioe, 
and his sudden appearance befbre the 
Diet at Stani, and his contilialii^ 
counsels prevented tbe dissolution of 
the confederaoy. After enjoying the 
respect of men during his life-time, 
he was honoured after his death (1487) 
as a saint 

The Melchthal, mentioned above, 
opens out to the El. of Sarnen. At 
its mouth, close to the chapel of SI. 
NiSaiiten, stands an isolated tower, 
one of the most ancient buildings in 
the canton, dating Irom the earliest 
Christian times, when it was erected, 
probabiT as a belfry. Melcbtbal was 
the native place ot Arnold An der 



« of tbe 



I field nc 
mpted by a 
baililT liBndenberg to seise bis yoke 
of oxen. Enraged by the in 
of [he servant, and tbe injustict 
demand, Arnold beat the man so M 
to break bis finger ; and fearing the 
tyrant's vengeance fled over the 
mountains into Uri, little anticipating 
that his rash act would be visited by 
the tyrant upon bis fether, by depriv- 
ing him of sight. 

Tht valley of Samen, bounded hj 
gently sloping hills, has nothing Al- 
pine in its scenery ( its character ia 
quiet, and pastoral, and pleasing. Tbe 
succauAil experiment of letting off 
the waters of tbe lake of Lungem 
has led to a similar project of re- 
ducing that of Samen, which wHl, 
probably be carried into effect sooner 
or later. 

The road skirting tbe E. shore of 
tbe lake traverses the pretty villaga 
of Sachslen. Within the Farith 
OiurtA, Nicholas von der Flue, Iha 
hermit and a 



bones lie, I 



t do r 



:hly ornamented shrine, under tiia 
high altar ; ibr at stated seasons they 
are raised in order to be exhibited to 
the crowds of pilgrims who repair 
hither to pay their tows to the saint. 
Costly robes cover die skeleton, leav- 
ing bare only the skull, (adorned with 
gtSdond Jewels,) and the bony fingers; 
gems true or felse supply the place of 
eyes and teeth, and firom tbe breast 
hang several nulitary orders gained 
by natives of Unterwalden in mili- 
tary service, but offered up to tlie use 
of the dead saint He is known to 
the peasants by the name of Bruder 
Klaus. The walls are lined, by de- 
votees, with votive tablets offered to 
the shrine of St. Nicholas, recording 
miracles supposed to have been per- 
formed by hira. Tbe village Gjawyl, 
on tbe It. of tbe road, was half swept 
away in 1689 by an inundation of the 
torrent Lauibach, which brought ao 
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muA rubbkh into the Tslle^ u to 
dam up tbv waisn of the AiL A 
bk^ thiB meated, iuted fbr 130 
yean, when it ira« EiuUy let off by 
an utificial cansl into die lake of 
SuiwD. " The suminit of the itofib- 
JtoFTi, oelebrMcd for ha nev, 11U17 bs 
noched in 6 bouim from G jiwyl ; Ike 
patli, *t leut for the first 3 hours, it 
good) the deaoent into tbeTallef •hot* 
6arent>erg ii not so good." (iSea 
p. 87.) i. D. 

. The eteepaieent ofthe KaiiKntBU 
requirea to be surmooDted bdbre the 
mM nacba a higfaer pUtTomi in the 
Tilie^r boeiiined by the L/ake of Ziwk 

' Tliie lake vai fimneily a bwitiiiil 
aheet of water, embowered in woodi 
ameping down to it* mugin, and 
partly inatiiiied by ateep banks. The 
dwdlen on iu ibores, lets iofiuenced 
by admiiatian of ita 
than by the prospe 
thenuelT^ in tiie acqulsitioii of MU 
actes of good land, prerioioly buried 
under water, have recently tapped it, 
lowering iti Bui&oe by about ISO feet, 
■nd reducing its dimenaona — and 
Ibeicby its beauty — by nearly one 
hal£ The work* designed to efibct 
thia ubieat were eonuneaced in 17B8, 
but had been repeatedly interrupted 
by want of fiinda, and by political 

aompletion to a joiat-stook company, 
conssting of (he inlubitinta of the 
diatrict, aided by a skil&il engineer, 
Duued SuUbeif^. He earlier at- 
tempts bad been limited to the boring 
of a tunnel through tbe ridge of the 
Kaiseratuhl, which, crosung the isiley 
between the lakes of Sarnen and Lun- 
gem, fomu a natural dam to the 
vaten of the latter. Tbe tunnel begioa 
near Burglen, and is carried in a 
sloping dijeetlon gradually upwards 
towarda the lake. Before Suliberger 
took the matter in band it had made 
Gonudersble progress ; but still the 
noBtdifHcultpartofthe task remained, 
lu.i to complete it, and break a pas. 
lage into the lake without injury to 



the lawemlley, or loss trf'liJb to tboaa 
employed. Haring with moch Unw 
drivea die tunnd. aa near to the bed 
of the lake as the oxeaTationi could 
with safety be carried, it became ne- 
ceaaary to guard agoinat any BtjddeH 
irraption. With this <d)ject in view, 
ha at first pn^Msed to bore a Dumber 
of small holes with an auger througti 
the intervening rook, and to close 
them with cocka to i^en and shut at 
pleaanre. A boiing>rod;, 19 fbct in 
UngUi, driven tbrougb the rook, was 
bllowed by a discharge of mud and 
water, and ■ blow mruck with a ham- 
mer by the miner from withia was 
reverberated on the surboe of thsl^e 
so aa to be perceived by personafaUk 
tioned In a boat idrave tba spot-— 
proving that the basin Ol tbe lake had 
beeii perforated. 

The engiocer iiow> hawevei, diK> 
ODvered that the fHable natore of tha 
rock travHaed by the rod, and tba 
clay and sand above it, rendered tba 
plan of draining the lake bya numbtc 
of amall perforations impractieabl& 
He was thus compelled to have rei 
course to a mine, and for this pur- 
pose he enlarged the end of the tuinid 
by driving a shaft or chamber, about 
6 ft. square, upwards, aa aa to rearii 
within 6 ft. of (he water. A ea^ 
coDtuuing 950 lbs. of powder, was 
then conveyed to the end of the shal^ 
and finally boiated into thii verliBal 
chamber, by propping it upon loga a£ 
wood ; Iben, a Ause being attached 
to it, tlie end of the tunnel waa 
rammed tight with sand many foet 
thick, to prevent tbe mine explodiof^ 
baekwarda. Upwards of 500 men^ 
relieving each other day and nigh^ 
were employed to execute thla part 
of the taal^ the dlfEculty of which 
eonsisted not merely in the weight to 
be transported aliKig a paaage ixi- 
where more than a foot wider than 
tbe cask on any side, but in the finil- 
neas of the air inhaled by aa many 
labourers, which soon became so bad 
as to eidnguiah all the lights ; while 
the oonatant indui of water, pouring 
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ia through ibe cnimlsi of ttw gallerf, 
threv Airtber unpediments in the waj 
of the ntiner. Ae it wu imposBible 
lo renew the air by vantilalion, it 
beouae necesrarjp to vitbdrair the men 
foi sereTBl hours. at a time. Tn ed- 
4itii)n to all this a gieat pan oT the 
OpecatioQB were necessaiily performed 
in the dark. 

Tbe Ungtb of Uie tumid «M 1390 



«ieeted at it* lover ntremity to 
modify and rastrsin the inae cf tbe 
floodL All'.thingA being thus pre- 
pared, on tlie tBonung of Januar; 9, 
18S6t a cannon-ehot, fired firom tlia 
JUseirtobl, ansoered by anoUwr 
K> the Landenbarg, gare notica to 
111* whole lalley of what na about 
to b^ipeiif and a bold miner, named 
S/fAiB, -was despatched with two eom- 
paniona to- Bre the train. The length 
of the malrii was lo regulated as 
to give them ample tinu to ese^ie 
Uirough the tunnel : and their return 
to dayli^t waa announoad by the 
Aring of a piatoL A multitude of 
Ipcetaton bad collected on the sur- 
rounding hills to witnen the result of 
die eiperiment which bad cost bo 
mm^ time and money to execute, and 
m which oiany were so deeply in- 
tarestedt— while connderaUe anxiety 
prevailed as to ita happy result Ei- 
peotalioD was now at the utmost 
gtretch ; ten minutaa had elapsed be- 
janA the time allotted to the maCoh, 
and notbiog WM heard. Some bc^an 
to fear; — in a minute two dull ei< 
plosions were heard ; but they nuther 
flhook the ground above, nor even 
brote the ice which at that season 
covered the lake. No one doubted 
dist the mioe had Allied, -when, on a 
audden, a joyftil shout bom below 
anuounDed its sucoess, as a black 
torrent of mud and water intermixed 
was seen by those stationed near the 
lower end of the tunnel to issue from 

been eipressly ohosen for the con- 
summation of the undertaking, be- 
cause the waters are then lowest, and 



many of the tributary torrents an 
iioien or dried up. 

The drainage of [the lake of Lun. 
gem was efieeted gradually and safidy. 
In nx days the water fell l4ftet,aod 
in ten days more the lake hod smk 
to a level with die moutfa of the lake of 
titnael. : The lake of Cysvyl, indeed, 
was filled again, and laslad for a f«i*> 
days, during which it laid eerenl 
houses under water, hut it was soon 
drained off. On the shores of the Uk> 
of lAingern, appearanoes were at first 
alamiing. The steep banks, deprived 
OB a sudden of the sapport (rf' tb* 
water, began to crack ; la^s masaaa 
broke off, tnd a very coniidcrabla 
fissure appeared naar the villago of 
Lungem, winch tiveatoied injury lit 
it, so that the otmrdi and many of 



after a bouse and shed which stood 
im it had been pulled down and t^ 
moved. Fortunatdy this was tlM 
eitist of the misi^eC end chunfti 
and vilbge an still saCs. The na- 
eovered laud pnamted, lex soma 
months, only a blank snr&ce of mud 
uid sand, to which the crows resorted 
in great numbers to feed on tha 
worms and shell fish left dry in the 
mud by the receding waters. By tii» 
latter end of the year a scanty crop 
of potatoes was rused on part of it t 
but some time must elapse before it 
nm become valnalde for Bgiicoltulal 
purposes, or cease to be unsightly to 
the eye : Indeed much of the lakeJMd 
was bare rock. The aqueous dqiosita 
brought down into the lake by tribu- 
tary brooks, and laid hare by thia 
drainage, will be remarked with u^ 
terest by the geologist, as illustrating 
the progress of the formation of strata, 
and the variation of their dip. Huch 
float wood was found in the bed of 
the lake; it had assumed the appear* 
anee of brown co^ 



— these are the blls of the Reichen. 
baefa. 

IJ Miyriiijm. (Route 27.) 



6^ Rotde 2S. — Lwxme to Berne, by EntkbucA — Tie EmmtTUhal, 

Jl,e26f. (50001.) and 19,000 d»y«' 
labour peifbimed by the posonts. 

S. Lungenl {l»tu : Sonne, better 
than tbat at Saniea ; Love), ths but 
village in the valle;, situated at the 



the char-road eeaseH, and tbe rest of 
the way must be travelled oa fbotv or 
on mules, •hieh are kept here lor 
hire. (§ 10.) A9 the ascent of the 
Brunig is not very long, and as, eiipe- 
ffially in vet weather, tbe large smooth 
stones in tbe steep path are very slip, 
pen, it is advisable for the pedestrian 
to dispense witb horses here, which, 
especially in ' descent, delajp rather 
than advance his progress. 

From Lungem to Meyringen is a 
Journey of between 3 and 4 houra. A 
■teep path leads up to tbe summit of 
tbe Brunig, 3SS0 feet above the sea- 
levd, where a 

1 ToJi-house (fiiraishiag beds in 
ease of need) marks the Irontier of 
eanton Berne, and tbe eulmioating 
point of the pass. From a little 
cbapd near this, a charming and first- 
rate view is obtained along the entire 
valley of Nidwolden, backed by the 
JPUalue, with the Lungem See for a 
fbreground, fbnning altogether *■ one 
of the most ddicious scenes in Switzer- 
land," to use the words of Ijtrobc, 
tbough destitute of the grandeur pre- 
sented by suowy peaks. To enjoy 
these, however, the traveller has only 
to proceed s few yards farther, to tbe 
brow of the descent, where the valley 
of Hasli, with the Aor winding 
through the midst, opens out to view, 
booked by the gigantic and snow- 
white crests of the Wetterhom, Ei- 
gher, and others irf' the Bernese Alps. 
Here the road separates, one branch 
leads to the lake of Brieni, on the 
rt ; tbe other to Meyringen, seated 
in the midst of the rich flat which 
fitrmsthe bottomof the valley. From 
the opposite precipices, two or three ] 
streaks of white may be discerned 



1 7^ stunden. = 56 £ng. miles. 

A diligence goes daily in ,>ummer. 

Hiis is the best and shortest of the 
two iurruig(.roads to Berne. 

S The road over the Bramegg 
(passing the baths of FambiiU, ■' 
solitary am.), though shorter, has been 
nearly abandoned by travellere, and, 
consequently, allowed to &11 out of 
repair, being superseded by the more 
level, though circuitous route, pasang 
the convent of Wenhenstein, which 
avoids the steep ascent of the Bramegg 
altogether. It takes about 4 hours 
&om Lucerne to reach the village of 

21 Entlebucb, at the W. feot of 
the Bramegg, ( An : Au Binde — to- 
lerable) prettily situated on a slop* 
(Borde), with the torrents Entleand 
Emme roaring beneath it. 

The vale of £ntlebucb is about SO 
miles long, and ii flanked by moun- 
tains covered with woods and pas- 
Cures. The men of the valley are 
celebrated as the best wrestlers in 
Switzerland. They hold a great 
wrestling-match, called Zving Pest, 
on the first Sunday in September, 
when tbey try tbeir skill against tbe 
athletes of the neigbbouring valleys. 
The Bernese highlanders ore fermjd> 
able rivals. 

S) Escholzmatt (/luu : Krone; — 
Liiwe — good) is a scattered village, 
in a very high situation. A little 
way beyond it the road quits the 
Entlebucb, and desoenda, by the side 



e Ilfis 1 
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3 LBngnau(/aw: Cerf? — good: 
Lowe) is the principal place in the 
Emmenthal — an eiteniire, fertile, 
aud industrious valley, &med for its 



I, Si, — Lveeme and rSokure to Bertie. 



cbeaet, (made on tbe high puturei 
near tbe lops of the hills, and eiported 
all over Geimany), and for iu nianii- 
factum of linen. Its meadows are 
of tbe brightest verdute, and of the 
texture oT the finest lelret, like an 
English laim ; the cottages neat and 
substantial, with pretty gardens be- 
fore them. The Emme, which tra- 
verses it, and its tributaries, at times 
commit fearful devastations, by inun- 
dadng their banVs and oierspreading 
them with grarel and debris. Such 
an oflcurrence in August, 1837, oc- 
casioned by a thunder storm created 
seriDus injury, destroying many 
houses, and almost all the bridges : 
iseveral Urea were lost. 

It is not necessary to pass through 
Langnau, and a mile is saved by 
leaving it on the rt. The Ilfis is 
mossed, and afterwards the Emme, 
bdore reaobiog 

)j Signau— (/m : Oun, tolerable) 
.^a pretty village, with a ruined 
CMtle above it 

About 2 miles &rtlier, the road to 
Thnn(4J stunden^tumsoffon thel., 
and shortly &lls into the high-road 
fiom Berne to Thun. (Route 97.) . 

The rood to Berne proceeds by 

II Cross Hocbsietten, and Worb, 
an industrious village, with a Gothic 



1 (in Route 94). 



3^ Beb 



ISjstunden n j9j English milea. 

A diligence goes dailyin 13 hours. 
This road is less frequented since that 
by Entlebuch was macadamised. The 
first part of this route as far as 

4f Sursee, and the lake of Sem- 
paoh, is the same as that to Bale 
(p. 14.). Here our road turns W., 
pasdng on the rt. Ibe little lake 
Uauensee, and traverses the villages 
Ettiawyl and Zell to 

4J Huttvyl — (Aas; Krone ; 



Stadthaus) : a small walled town in 
canton Berne. 

^ Summiawald — (/h.- Biir) ; a 
flourishing village. Tbe poor-house, 
on a rock abovei was the first est^ 
blishment of the kind iu Switarland. 
The building it occupies was the 
castle of the landvoght, or bailiff. On 
the Ami Alp, about 10 milea to tha 
E., much cheese is made. 

The rood now passes across " the 
green Emmenthal, one of the richest 
and most fertile of the Swiss valleys : 
a country that would make a graner's 
heart sing with joy — such a prodi- 
gality of homed cattle." (jV<p. 64.) 

4 Engestein. 

Near this village are mineral baths, 
supplied by a chalybeate ^ring. 

At Worb this route blls into the 
preceding. I 

2\ BiKKa (in Route S4.) 



6) stunden ~ 21 1 Eag miles. 
A dillgeace ruiu daily in 4 hourc 
The road crosses tbe Aar on quit- 
ing Soleure. passing near Zuchwyl, 
he retreat of the Protestants driven 
<ut of Soleure by their fimatlc ftdlow. 



In I 



grave 



churchyard i 
Thaddei Kosciusko." 

We enter canton Berne betbre 
reaching 

Batterkinden, a large vill^e on the 
Emme, here cnnsed % a bridge. 

1 Fraubrunnen. Not far from this 
the Bernese defeated tbe English 
mercenary Ingelram de Coney, in 
1375. A stone by the rood side 

JegLsloi£ At Urtineo, 8 miles from 
this, a cross road turns off on tiie 
right to Hofwyl, the agricultural and 
eduoational institution of M. Fellen- 
berg. It consists of 

1, A ttminary for young gentle- 
men, about 80 in number, from all 
parts of Europe : there are many 
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IBngUi^ They n 



e bale, an edu- 



k during the vscatioBi thej 
moka ■ pedotiian tour through 
Switzorland, uodcr the guidance -of 
their tutors. . There is a aaptaue 
school of instruDtioiifbr schoolnuat^i. 
,.2. A itcbool for tht poar, who are 
taught acooiding to the syatem «f 
M. Fellenbergi on an eitenmire ical^ 
baving the double o^ent oT uulruct- 
»g turners, and iotioduiung Bgrioul* . 
tural impiOvuneoU. 

3. An agiieultural estahtishniKit, 
GOneutlng of an saaiemj for practice] 
^ydiqndrf ; a oiodel &ITn ; aB experi- 
mental farm ; an eitenaive ooHection 
(if agrieultutal implemenU, and a ma- 
noGicioTy for TnaJcing them. 

The eurroundijig dtsUict irss little 
better than a bog when M. Fellen- 
berg settJed here in 1799: he has 
ainoe gradually brought it into culti- 
Tation. There is a dirajt road from 
Berne to Boflryl by . the Engh?, 
Keichenbac^, and Buchsce, about 9 

A little beyond the fnpfliHr eitre- 
ttntj c£ the aTeuue of the Enghe lies 
the old cBitlB of Roicheiibach, irhieb 
MoDged to Rudolpb of. Erlach, the 
hero of the battle of Iioupen, who 
vaa murdered heie, In hia old a^ 
by his soD-io-law, Joit ron Bndenz, 
^th the very svord which he had 
wielded at that glorious liotory. TTie 
■aiiusm was punnied as he fled &om 
" ' ' crime, by the two 



broke loiME at their roaster'^ cries. 
They tracked the murderer's fbolateps 
of tbeir own ascord, and after some 
hours retumad with gore-staintd lips, 
and nbthing more was heard or known 
of JosCvon Budens. 
' S. BiBHx. — (7flni.-Falke(Fapcon), 
one of the hot inns iu Switiedaod. ) 
Charges— table d'hote, at one, 3 fr. : 
at four; 4 fi. i bredt&at, 1 &. 10 sons; 
tea, ditto; beds, 2fr. lo sous. F— 
ndlicfl and peivons dediriog to be 
quiet may be accommodated in a 
aepBiate boose, called Pedt Faucon, 



HI n back stieeli from the NoC of 
%rluch there is a fins riaw. . ^b*^ 

Counmne — good, eleao, and 
eomlbrtable, very obli^ug laqdiord j 
Cigogne (Stork). The ^Uayca, or 
house! of the guilds, also acwHumok 
dale trardlers; thelieBtiB the Di4- 
tdzwaug, or Abbaye au£ Gentib- 
hummes. The At^ye du Singe 
i* comfortable, quiet,, and modorate^- 

Seine, capital of the lai:gest of tbe 
Swiss cantons, seat of the Swiss Diet 
<Von>rt) altemalfl; with Zusich and 
l.ucerne, and residsnce of suMt ^f 
tbe foreign minist^s, contuoed, ifi 
1837, 22,422 iobabitaotB. It is built 
on a lofty sandstone protnfHitoryb 
formed by the viodiog course of tlie 
Ajv, which nearly sonounda it, flow- 
ing at the bottMU of a deep gl^i 
with steep and in . plaosa precipitous 
sides (staldeo). IV innonTeuioKt 
ascent and descent by wbicb the tOTK 
owdd t^ne be reached, from the E. 
fbrAusly. will soon be reaiedied by A 
lofty Bridge of atone Steady in pr*. 
gieefc throwpOTCT this gully. It will 
be 900 ft. l«ig, and the central arab 
oier the AbT I£0 ft. vide, and 93 JMt 
high; itistabefinisbedialS45.'The 
distant aspect of tbe town, phioted 
on thia eleystiBd pbitfbrm, 170O feet 
Hbore the sea. is impound and there 
is something striking jn its interior, 
from the houses all being built of 
massive stone. Itbas this peouliaiity, 
that almost all the houses rest upou 
arcades (Laubcn),. which fiiriush co- 
vered walks on each side of the streets^ 
nnd ate IIq^ with, shops and Jtalla. 
The lowness of tbe arches, however, 
and tbe solidity ofthe buttresses sup- 
porting them, render these ookinnades 
gloomy and close. Aloag the brotv 
of the prerapice, ofcibanging tlie 
Aar, and removed from the nuia 
streets, art the more uislooratic rew. 
dences ofiihe eiclnsiTe patricians. 

Rills of water are carried through 
the streets to puriiy them, and they 
are abundantly fiinuslwd with ti>u»~ 
(oin»,eBcbsurmountedbyaomeqaaiiit ■ 
effigy. One of these, thafMdfljVsf- 
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atT'Bntuien (Ogie'»Jbuntaia), o 



fiom a figure (probably Satum) da- 
vouriug B diild, with otlieia atuck id 
bis gii^le and pockets reauly Ibr c<hi- 
aumpt'ion. Some bear the Ggiuea of 
snued wanion, eacb u David : an- 
other is surmomiteil by a feioale 
figure ; but^Uie [aTOurite device Is lAe 
'Semr, the amioiial beaiiogs of the 
unton, which is .what the Freudi 
lieralds call aa ^' armoirie parlanlB; *' 
tbe word >' Ser» " Bignifying a bear, 
ill old. German, or rather ia the Sua- 
biaa dialed Indeed, the animal ii 
M great a favminte here as in the 
faouae of Bradvardine. Thus, tlie 
upper buntaiu in the principal street 
is surmounted by a bear in armoor, 
with breast-plate, thigh pieces, and 
belmet ; . a aword at his aide, and a 
iMoner in his paw. The 3c/i^iai 
Bruma Is -tiie figure of a Swiii 
eroas-bowman of fanner days, attended 
by a young bfar as squire ; and two 
Mone bears, larger than lift^ stand as 
■^tiacla on either side oT the Moidt 
Jpite- 

Aiong the line of the prinDipal 
street are three antiijue watohitowera. 
Xbs Clock Itiwtr (Zeit^ochenthunn) 
stands nearly in the centre of tbe 
town, though, when oripnally built, 
in 1191,by Berchti^ V.,c:f Zahrin- 
gen, it guarded tbe outer walL Its 
dndl clockwork piqipets are objects 
of wonder ta an admiring crowd of 
gqiing idlers. A minute before the 
omtr rtrikes, -Bnt, a wooden coi^ ap- 
pears, crows twice, and flaps his 
wrings ; and while a puppet strikte 
the hour on a bell, a procession of 
bears issues out, and panes in front of 
■ figure on a tbrone, irbo marks the 
faour by gaping and by lowering his 
sceptre. Further on in Am street 
atands tbe K'^ht T^vra (cage tower), 
Dcjw used as a prison ; and beyond it 
■CftriJfopAn'i toioer, also called Go- 
liath's, from the figure of a giant upon 



town and every eminence in its neigh- 
bourhood command in clear weathac 
Tbia is eicellently seen from the t^aU 
farm, a lofty terrace, planted wiUi 
shady rows of trees, overlooking tk« 
Aar, behind the Minster. Nearly.* 
dozen anowy peaks of tbe great ohiiin 
are Tisible ttota hence ; Ibey appev 
in tlie following order, beginning 
from the E.: — t, Wetterteibani ; 

3. Schieckhom; 3. Finstei^Aarhora; 

4. Eigher; 5. Honch; 6. Jung&an; 

5. Glelscherhom; 9. Uittagbom; ItSt 
Blumlis Alp ; 1 1, In the middle di*. 
tonce, Nieaeni 13. Stookbom. 

There cannot be a mote sublime 
sight than this view at sunset ; esp*- 
cially at mi^ times as, Irom a p«cu- 
liar state of the almoEphere, Uaa 
slanting' rays are reflected from tba 
Alpine aiow* in hues of gtowiiig 
piiik. It is hardly possible to gaaa 
on. these Alps and glsci^i witbouC 
desiring to ciplore ttieir recesses 
which endoie some oi the moat ma^ 
nificenC scenery in S^itierland. The 
Flatfbrm icwlf, lupported by a mas- 
aSia vaJi of masonry, rises 108 feet 
above the Aar ; yet an inacription oa 
the parapet reoonla that a young ttOi- 
denU mounted (hi a spirited borse^ 
which had been fii^teacd by some 
.Aildren, and leaped the pcecipiM^ 
readied the bottom with no othv 
hurt than a few broken ribs. The 
horse was kilted on tbe spot. The 
rider became minister.of KeTien,Birf 
lined t^ a g<H>d old age I 

The mntter, a very beautifill 
Gothic building, was begun 14SI, 
and Gniabed 1457. One of its archi- 
tects was the son of Erwin of StUl^ 
bocb, who .built Strasburg minster j 
and many of the (Hnameats, — suck ai 
the open parapet running, round the 
roof, and varying in pattern betweCi 
each buttress, — are not inferior in d^ 
signoreiecutionto those of StTssburg; 
l^e chief oraantent is the great. W. 
portal, bearing sculptured reltefi cf 
the Lose Judgment, flanked by figuna 
of tbe wise and fboli^ Virgins, &«. 
Hie interior is not remarkdla. In 
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■U the pomp of henitdr; ; along the 
walls are tablets, bearing the names 
of IS officers and 633 soldiers, citi- 
lens of Berne, vho fell fighting 
against the French, 1798. There is 
also a monument erected by the town, 
ID 1600, to Becchtold, of Zahnngen, 
founder of Beroe- 

The Mvtam contaitis one of the 
best collecrioas of the natunl pro- 
ductions of Sifitierland to be found 
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may obtain aaminonoe ai au iimes ny 

In the loolt^cal department there 
ate stuffed specimens of the ben at all 
ages. Two young cubs, about the size 
of kittens, respectively 8 and £1 days 
old — hideous and uncouth monsters 
^enable one easily to discorer the 
Origin of the vulgar error that the 
bear was linked into shape by its 
mother. The lyni of the Alps, and 
the Sleinboek, both from the Bemese 
chain, are iDteresting from their 
rarity ; these animals having nearly 
diaappeared from Europe. 

Here is deservedly preserved the 
skin of BoTF]), one of die dogs of St. 
Bernard, who is recorded to have 
saved the livw of 15 human beings 
by his sagacity. 

A chamois with three boms, one 
growing out of the nose ; a specie 
men of a cross breed between tbe 
steinbock and domestic g04t, which 
lived 7 years ; a wild boar, of gigau- 
He site and bristling mien, are also 

In the Ornitkohgicat dapsrtmant 
are the liimmergeyer (vulture of 
lambs), the feathi^ed monarch of the 
Alps, and inferior in uze to the eon- 
dor alone among birds. It breeds 
only on the highest mountains. 

In addition to the native birds of 
Switierland, there are specimens of 
several foreign and tropical birds 
vhich have found their way into 
Switierland by acrident ; vii., a fla. 



mbgot killed uear the lake of Mont, 
and a pelican from Constance. Poa- 
uUy the flamingo came from tbe 
wateia of the district around Nismes 
and Aries, where these birds are not 



The departmenta of geology and 
mineralogy are very rich. The geo- 
logy of Switzerland may be well 
studied in the very complete series <^ 
fossils ooUeeted by M, Sttultr and 

There are a number of beautiful 

specimens of all the rarest and finest 
minerals from St. Golhard. 

Several plans in relief of vatioua 
parts of Switzerland will prove equally 
instructive to the student of geognqtby 
and geolt^y. 

• In a small eollectioa of Aitiqiatia 
the following objects seem to deserve 
mentioning: -~- Some Roman antiqui- 
ties dug up in Switzerland ; the Frie 
Dieu of Charles the Bold, and part 
of his tent haugingSi enured by the 
Bemese at Grandsom ; the pointed 
shoes worn by the Bemese nobles in 
the XVIth century; some dresses, 
&e. from the South Sea Islands, 
brought over by Weber, the artist, 
who accompanied the expedition, irtio 
was of Swiss origin. 

The Tmm Ubnay is a good col- 
lection of 40,000 volumes, and is well 
stored with Swiss history. Haller, 
who was born at Berne, was librarian. . 
The butter-market is beld beneath 
this building. 

The Anenal has scarcely any cu- 
riosities to show since ityas robbed by 
the French in 1798 ; the arms lor the 
contingent of the canton are kept in it. 

The DiH assembles in the Aussere 
Standes-Haus (fbrmeriy tbe Marks-. 
mans Guild); it met here last in 
1841 and I84S. 

Berne is celebrated for the number 
and excellence of its Charitable In- 
stitutions : they are, perhaps, more 
carefully attended to than any in 
Europe. There is a public granary 
in cAse of scarcity, two orphan- 
houses, an inflrmaiy, and an eiten- 
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An Hotpital, bearing the insiiriptioD 
■ • Chrislo in pauperibui." It w«b 
'or a long time tbe Gnett, indeed the 
onlj grand building in the tovu, a 
jiut Bubjeet of pride : but it hai of 
late been ccli[Hed by the eoloeMtl 
lUmennoiu of the new Priaon and 
Penitentiarj, a eircumatanoe cheran- 
teriatic of tbe present period, per- 
haps, in otber •ouDtriea besides the 

Since 1 834, an Umvrrtiis or high 
•Dhool baa been established at Berne. 

ITie prevailing reverenoB for tbe 
Baar at Berne does not confine itself 
to tbe multiplying of his effigy on 
tbe eoins, aign-posts, fountains, and 
public buildings of the canton. For 
many hundred ytars. liTing speia- 
mena of the &Tourite have been 
maintained at the public expense ; 
and tbe ditcb outside of the Aarburg 
Gate, called the BSmigrtAm, is al. 



modem I^islaton, fbrgetAd of the 
rendered by Bruin for so nui^ 
ea, in figuring upon tbe sbiald 

the canton, may soon strike h»™ 
off the pension lisL 

The fbrtificatitaiB of tbe toim, no 
longer of use as defencesj are coi> 
Terted uito ProntoiadeM, and make 
very sgreeatde valki. The bonks of 
' ■ Aar, vhiob they overlook, are 

Mt picturesque ; and tbe Alps, 

len visible, form a background of 

t utmost sublimity. 

They, however, as well as the city 



n for a habitat 



No 



to have tbe omission of so important 
a ught throira in his teeth every time 

indeed a vacant half hour may be 
iroise employed than in watdiing 
Uw gambois of Bruin, and supplying 
him with cakes and apples. The 
connection between the town and tbe 
animal is accounted for by th^ an- 
(Sent tradition, that aa the day on 
which Berchtold lud tbe foundations 
of Berne, an enormous bear was slain 
by bim upon its destined site. 

When the Fr^ich revolutionary army 
took posseanon of Berne, 1798. the 
bears were led away captives, and de- 
posited in the Jardin des Plantea, 
where one of them, the celebrated 
'Martin, soon became tbe &vourite of 
the French metropolis. When, after 
a seiles of years, tbe anoent ords of 
things was restored at Berne, one of 
the first eai« of the citizen 
replace and provide lor theii 
pensioners. The coat of keeping 
them amounts 
700 t 
-gnmnded f^rs a 
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terrace walk called the Eught, a little 
more tban'a mile outnde the Aarberg 
Gate, the fevourite resort of tha 

diately beyond tbe gate, the bear^ 
ditcb and den are passed on tbe L, 
and tbe SAooA'iif. House, where rifle 
matches take place, on the rt. hand. 

Two other more distant and ete- 
ted points, which are most adran- 
lageous fbr commanding the pano* 
rams of the Alps, are the hill of 
Attabtrg ^ 'an hour^ walk an tha 
N. of the town, reached by a foot- 
bridge across the Aar ; and the Gmr- 
(n, a height an hour's walk to the 8. 
of the town. 

The Caitino, a handsome building 
in tbe Ober-Graben, contains a t«a£ 
ing-room, supplied with newspapera: 
a ball-room, &c. lliere is also a 
Thtatrt in the town. 

Burgdorfer, opposite the clock- 
tower, is the principal bookseller, and 
keeps a good supply of maps, views, 
and costume*, &c. of Switzerland. 

PauporU. — Travellers going from 
Switserland into Austria, Italy, 
Fisince, or Bavaria, must bear in 
mind that it is nrcetaary to have tbor 
passports countersigned by the mi. 
nisters of those powen residing here. 
During tbe time, however, when the 
IXet is holding its uttings, tbe mini- 
sters migrate with their Chsncellerica 
or Passport officta, accompanying it 
to the town where the Diet sits, vis., 
, either to Lucerne or Zurich. 

The Englidi and Austrian nuiu- 
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merohBnt OTCr wiMnii thejt tyraumtti 
To nise Up a coimtcrpcHGe to the 
overbearing noblesse, snd '. tfaeir 
Urongholdi or robber-oest^ he cal* 
lected tlie saattared peasuitry into 
coBUnunkieB, the cbirf of *hich b* 
fonnsd in 1 1 91 . on a pminnib, pro> 
teotcd b; the Au sn all oAm bat 
oTw, irbich he fortified with ■tnnig' 
widli; Behind Ibeoe flie'craftanan, 
the merchant, and all other* wbo 
needed protsotion for tbeir penon 
and property found it.. Ber(4itold 
fostered tiie infont cttybyicniauiutieB 
bnd priril^es \ ■ asd, vhat ma by 
bi mote important, he siueaeded in 
baring it aokoavlcdged aa a frM 
town of the empire, i|ida|iendcnt «t 
his own home uid of ■!!> •over^gaa 
bnt the einpenr. Innted bj &am 
admalage^ not only posdna of. tba 
pOMWtoi^'biit nmy i^ the infeiio* 
Dobles, aeMad here to enfojr tbe paofi- 
fored freedom. Ilteee, and thesun* 
of Bdzena, in a thort 



I 10 to 11 or IS. Tbe 

English minbrter'' '™> ia ' absolnlely 
necenary before any other nan be olh 
talned. The SardUiian mmlBter re- 
mils at lAiinnne. The traveller 
areased for time, and viabing io avoid 
delay, iSay leave his palsport vlth the 
Biaatei of the inn, to be forwarded to 
Ilim by post. Tbe Auitrian ■igna' 
tare, ntdimautAb for the ttBrdlec 
who would enter Italy, if not ob- 
tained here, can Didy be got at Turin 
or StUttgard, the nearest capitals 
where Auatriao ministers reaide. 

Hindelbank, which is lometiBie* 
vimted iiom Benie, on aooount of 
die tomb of Madame Longhand la 
daacribed io Route 19; Bad HoAryl, 
Mr. Tehenbei^s cetabliahment, in 
IIbM« 24, p.65. 

Tbe eioursion fhim litDoe dttoligh 
tti.t BoTittc Ob<riaiK^'Ri>nt«.fiT, nuy 
b« road* in 3 day« though it deserves 
longet. time to be deTOtsd to it, 

Z)ilifftiitti go from . Berne itaily to 
'Bade by Olten; Baale by DwlBbergi 
AKrau, SieiiniTg, Lauaaiac, (^ne>a, 
LnAnae, Nfeuchatcl, Soleun^ Z;tric£ ; 
ta Veray by Freibdrg,.Bad'(iBCe D'.ibj 
Sa Ibun. 

..,^fistofy and GoBfnmail o/Semf. 
: Bema owaa its. ibundatiiliu in the 
IflUi century, to Berehtold V.', 
Pidu of Zabringcs, who htH » 
bia ancestors had done;, tfeo- offloe 
«f Ufardaa, <a proprietor" of TV. 
Switaariand. fifotn the £mperor. At 
Ifcat p^od the FaustrOTht, or law of 
the ktrdng hand, was. at its heighli 
ft-gfieat put of ijie tasd wM Still Un- 
peelalmed foreat, and &e onJy human 
babitatlaai were tbe boiel of thli 
dcADoelets serf or peasant, and iba 
ftowning and walL.defouded castle of 
ibn lawless baron, who . lived by 
rapine and piUagC. He eSbrti of 
the -Duke) of Zahringeu . had long 
btian directed towards the ourtnng 
ttid humbling of this pnmneiM' no- 
bility, who, from their number and 
power, were no leas fbnliidable to 
thor liege lord than to the peaaant oi 



tha- entire admiinatrstion of goteroi 
sunt, asd ' th^ nnmbcra bong 
limi«Bd, and the right of tMaemiif 
hircdibuy, tUey soon ftaned at arii. 
atoeraey aa powadlil in proportio)! W 
tile extort itf tba. state aa. tint, of 
V^tce.and Nuremberg, md as pHnnl 
as Miy finuJal nobleBae 'in £jt>nqi«i 
Tb4' great couAoi of the canton^ 
wh^ at one tfane contained MnfB 
demoerMio elements, liy the admiadna 
<J members from tiie lower, trades and 
craftsmen, in process' of time wu 
filled -solely by &e higher 



tbur own.ha^. Unit putdic offioei 
WAT* monnpoliied Jbr tgeirby ecrtain 
lainiKCTi, and the hitter eommaada in 
Hie Swiaa rtgim^ita in foreign aenlce 
fnmiabed employmsnt fin those iriitt 
could aot find place athome; The 
Boatancidt fiimilieflctf burgfaen,i,A 
those who had been admkted ta tlM 
prrrilegB oFcitlzaubefortleSJ, were 
Balled le^menta-ftBiig (eligible to Uie 
nugiattvcy). ' but of - tfaesa only ' s 
■mall nutria were aotuaHy the 
nikn (r^ierende); in 1785 thennn^ 
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b« ot Aa btlOT wu cnly 69&milieB. 
Such a state of things natdidly gava 
lAiiB to gtau dlBcontant UDiKig Ibe 
lover otiet of dtums, not lo miuh 
fiom Mty ^niset of tb^ lulen, wha 
aeanm hlva go*«nMd wkta pmdaDce 
■cd IuMnb^, "without oppreanng or 
hawrllr taxing but flixii their met' 
btaiitig Iwimhllnni. nclBsi*Biie», 
and the •ecreoy widi which mil dwlr 
praeeediogs were oonduoted. Bj^ the 
El«nck lUiolutian this incieDt uio- 
tadncy leM mwth of its pow«r ; and^ 
tfcff«tBitt wbicb followed that of Julf. 
1830, hare stripped thvB of the re- 



and ^iptored by 
IMM of ihe iohilulBiitB of t&e tmnton, 
DOW giTefl to erery tiitiaan equal poU- 
t^al r^tg, Hie faareditary. rule and 
nmltipolf of the nqvcaie avthoritjr 
bythfl: - -' - "^ ■--- 



(Attend wFarita duties in Oet. IS9t I 
nideoiwderiag iU-wattof aipoteniM, 
fann tte piwiaui' ^cludMi ' ia M> 
of tha pofHilar.'iiBrtf ftiim all ahtac 



n of the oil. 



in the department of 'foiooe, i^ tb* 
diacoTerf, jn the eichequfr, of the 
"~» hoaided up. 
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eon or ihe PjiccBoait ; >^ov>a 

II SoBtiDEBE 10 MiranraBM ; — 

(D IT BaiKMI BICK ID ThCM. 

This agreeable eicuruon may lia 
made m S days, ist to Griadelwald, 
Snd to Mejringen, and tvlitrimiK tt> 
" e on the evening of the Srd daj, 
"Most persona, however, will feel dis- 
posed to devote longer time to iL 
Bnt it IS by no means necessary to 
return to Beni«> the passea of the 
Gemmi (H, 38.), of the Brunig (R, 
19), and of the Grirosel (R, 28), 
connect the Oberland with the generiJl 
tour of Switzerland. 
' It waa in this magniflcent tughlani 
diatricl that Byron " repeopjed his 
mind from nature," and . gathered 
manj of the ideas and "muiges whlcl* 
he has so exquisitely interwoven in 
his tragedy of Manned : t^e scene <£ 
which lies among the Bernese Alps. 
He preened many of the seeneg 
among these mouutaius and .laliee to' 
Chamouni, snd coUs Ibem " some of 
the noblest yiews in Ihe world." ' , 
MerMtto TlUm. 
■ H Bhinden = 16^'EngliA n^ea. 
A 3 hours' drive. : A BaSrBad it 
talked of. 

A diligence goe* twice a day.' ''A 
votnrier ohargea 18 fr, andl driidc-' 
money (bi> btaek Gkre) ; a letuni Toi- 
turier 10* 12ft-. 

- Ite raad is execfletit, and in fai 
weather the snowy Alps are in right 
nearly tfca wholfe wky. The scenerr 
of the Valley of (he AaT la nttM 
pleanog; laid out' in pastih^ Isnd^ 
«>itfa abiindailee df vilWes^ and scAr- 
stantial ftnn-housea, wifli bioad roo^ 
aurrdimded by neat gardens: Tlie 
rivei'ltself runs at soitae distalice on 
the It; and is rarely ™Eble. Thft 
principal rill*ge passed on the Way ia 
S{ HiinslDgen, memorablein recent 
SWits annals as the spot wh'ereOi? 
great [public meeting of the men A 
the canton was hdd in TeSI. wtuA 
adopted the new' eonstittitioa and 
oterthrew the rule irf the oUgarcbj. 
The Stockhom, with its conicd 
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peak, snd the Niewn, tvo limestone 

mountsiiiE, brinmg, us it were, the 
advanced gumid &( the high Alps, 
posted on the apposite «de of the 
lake, become coDspicuoua objects be- 



Bellerue. 



■ Aar. 



2| 3Tli«_/nBj: H. c 
Outude the towD, snd bej( 
Gist-nle hotel, well situBted 
den commanding a vieff of 
It is, hovcvei, dear.; 

The Bateau-i'Vapeur, another inn, 
a few yards ferther, and a third new 
inn, all belong to the same landlord, 
who ia also proprietor of the steam- 
boat plying on the lake. " A new 
house, under a diflerenl proprietor, 
is likel; to be establisfaed soon in 
the neighbourhood, vbich wilt un- 
doubtedly be of adTanlage to travel- 
lers, as at present Messis- Knechleii- 
hofei hate nearly a monopoly, and 
are consequently not dispond on 
all occasions to be as civil, or mo- 
derate, as they ought to be." S. 
Freyenhof, within the town, formerly 
the chief inn, but now second-rate ; 
Fauoon, said to be good. 

The Pension Baumgarten is well 
spoken of, and is usually so fiill that 
it is difficult to tdnain rooms without 
long previous application. " The 
landlady is extremely respectable and 
civil ; the apartments cheerful and 
pleasant ; living good. Charges 5 fr. 
B-dsy lor each master, and j fiir a 
servant^ everything included.'^-^ L. 
. There b not a more picturesque 
town in Switzerland than Thun, situ- 
ated about a mile from the lake, upon 
the river Aar, which here ruihei out 
of it clear ai crystal. Preenunent 
above the other buildings rise a vene- 
rable church and a picturesque feudal 
castle TOO years old. It contains 
4BT6 inhabitants ; but within its walb 
there is nothing worth notice. It Is, 
however, from its position, and ill 
beautiful environs, one of the most 
agreeable places of residence in Swit- 
zerland, and being the starting place 
fbr those who visit the Bernese high- 



of travellers through the 
whole summer. 

The view irom the CAiinAyanf 
terraee " along tlie lake, with its 
ginUe of Alps, fine glaciers, and 

tioned by Byron. A more eitenave 
prospect is gained from the little 
pavilion of St. Jacques ; but better 
than eitber is the view frtsn the 
grounds of a pretty country-hoiue 
called the Chminiat, about } mile 
below the Hotel Bellevue. The 
Jungfrau, Monch, and Eigber are 
visible trom hence. 

M. Knechtenhofei has btult a 
cliaptlfin- Ifte EngHtk lerma ; the fint 
stone was laid by the British MinJrter 
to the Confederation in 1811. 

Vehicles of various kinds and 
guides may be hired at Thun. " Tra- 
vellers often send their caniages from 
Tima to Lucerne, while they make a 
tour in the Obertand, beginning and 
ending with those places. The inn- 
keeper will make the arrangement, 
and consign it to the inn whtdi the 
traveller may designate. Baggage 
may be safely left in it. The chai^ 
for a light carriage is TS franca, every 
thing included. Probably 1 fir. a-d^ 
will be diargcd for the standing gf 
tbe carriage as long as it remuns at 
the inn." C. D. 

The road np tbe Simmentbal, from 
the lake of Thun to Vevay ia de- 
soibed in Houte 41. 



I Inirrlachtn. 



Lake of ia™— ThvH 



plies on the lake of Thun betweoi 
Thunfthe HoUl du Bateau -i-Vapeur] 
and Neuhaui. The voyage takes up 
about 1} hour. Tbe &re is 9 fr. , with 
an abatement fbr a party if a number 
of places are taken. The hours of start- 
ing ore liable to be altered from year 
to year ; travellers shonld inquire be- 
fbrehand. By the present arrangement 
of the trips of the steamer, a traveller 
may leave Thun at 8, hire a carriage 
at Neuhaus, see Lauterbrunneo, the 
StauUucb, and Inteilachen, and reedi 
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Neuhauj at !1J,in timerorthe stenmer 
to Thun. 

The steamer docs not take car- 
riages ; but a good earriage-road hss 
been made to Interlachen, along theS. 
shore of the Uke. The distance, about 
IS English miles, will be much cur- 
tailed by a new line in 1S42. 

The Uke U about 10 miles long. 

The banks of the lake near Thun 
are occupied witb neat villas and 
oheetiiU gardens : further on, its N. 
shore is precipitous, and not itrj 

and hamlets, the most important is 
Oberhof, distinguisbed by the square 

The S. shore is more striking.' 
Here the two remarkable mounUins, 
the Stockbom, witb a sharp peak 
projecting like a horn, or thorn, and 
(he pyramidal mass of the Niesen, 
with its conical top, stand sentinels at 
the entrance of the Kander aud Sim- 
menthal. The river Kander, con- 
ducted into the lake by an artiAcial 
cbaDoel formed for it in 1714, has 
deposited around its mouth, within 
less than a century and a half, a delta 
or sand-bauk of several hundred acres. 
The progress and eitent of this recent 
fcrroation, so inlereatingto geolopsts, 
baa been ably investigated by Mr. 
Lyell. 

S. At the foot of the Niesen. on a 
projecting tongue of land, stands (he 
picturesque castle of Spieti. founded, 
according to tradition, by Att;ia(?>, 
and belonging to the family of Er- 
]ach. At Spietiwyler there is a neat 

N. When about two-thirds over 
the lake, a projecting promontory of 
precipitous rock, called the Nose, is 
passed, and a fine view is obtained of 
the Eigber and Mbncfa, which fill up 
the extremity of the lake with the 
white mass of their snow. To the 
rt. of them appear the Jungfrau and 
Finster Aarborn. 

Id front of the Nose the lake is 
730 feet deep. N. " Behind the 
Tillage Mertigen runs the Juster 
Swilt. 



Thai : at a distance of between 2 and 
aj hours' walk up it. in the ridge 
forming its W. boundary, is a cave 
called Schafioch, which in the height 
of summer always contains ice. Such 

Jura, and in other parts of the world. 
This cave has 2 branches ; that in 
which the ice occurs runs straight 
from the entrance for about SO ft., 

down lear 15 ft." — /. D. 

N. Farther on, in the face of tha 
mountain overhanging the lake, is the 
Cave of Si. Beatua. above a small cas- 
cade, which may be seen leaping into 
the lake. St. Bcatus, according to 
tradition, anative of Briuin, converted 
the inhabiiaou of this part of Helvetia 
to Christianity. Being minded to 
take up his residence on the shores oi 
the lake,4ie fixed his eyes upon a 
grot well suited (o a hermit's abod^ 
which happened at the time to bo 
occupied by a dragon. The monster, 
however, was easily ejected without 
force, and simply by hearing a notice 
to quit addressed to him by St. 
Beatus. Among the miracles per- 
formed by the anchorite, in addition 

of his crossing the lake on his cloak, 

served him instead of a boat. A 
rivulet issues out of the cave and is 
subject to sudden rises, which fill the 

panied by a loud report, like that of 

r[uarter of an hour from the shore. 

At Neuhaus, a solitary cabaret at 
the end of the lake, about 10 miles 
from Thun, and about 2 miles from 
Unteiseen, the passengers are landed. 
A long array of carriages, porters, 
guides, and horses, wUI be found 
awaiting their disembarkation ; also 
a diligence, which runs to Inter- 
lachen ; fare, 1 tr. 

N.B. Travellers bound on the (oar 
nf the ObtrUmd generally engage an 
equipage here fur the wluile journey, 
and if they find a good stout pur of 
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hones there is economy in doing so; 
fiinceT where the corriage-roada ceow, 
the harses ate taken out and used for 
riding. The owner will provide 
saddles and act as guide. Thu^ if 
the same horses are continued during 
the whole journey, and brought back 
to Untereeen, one, or even two days 
of hack fare are saved. 

I Unterseen, a thoroughly Swiss 
Tillage of 1 000 inhabitants, composed 
(except the CastU on the market. 
place, and SatUvau), of wooden 
houses, many of them brown from 
age, being two centuries old. 

It is situated about half way be- 
tween die lakes of Thun and Brieni, 
iFlience its name, and that of Inter- 
locben, both signifying " between the 
]akes." " There are several pensions 
here, where tbe charge is S It. a.day ; 
but tbcy ate not so good w those of 
Intetlachen ; in &ct, they are alto- 
gether ioieTior establishments, chiefly 
resorted to by Gi 



At most of these houses there u a 
daily table d'hote and during the 
season balls are constantly given at 
one or other. Those wlio desire to 
bequiet will find the pension of Jacob 
Riibin, and Pension Creyera kept by 



1 the h 






Ober- 



comfortable. 



dinner being served at 1, 

N. B. Those who wish to mane me 
most of their time, and intend to re- 
turtlto Thun, will turn oCat once 
fiom Utiterseen to Lauterbruimen, 
passing through Interlachen (where 
there is nothing particular to be seen) 
in teluming from Btienz. 

J Interlachen. Inns; Hotel de 
Interlachen, or Landhaua, not very 
good, — H. de Belvedere (Stehely's) 
excellent. There ate at least a ilozeti 
pensions, or boarding-houses here, 
where travellers are now received for 
one day. Formerly no one was taken 
Id far less than a week. The charges 
for board and lodging vary between 
5 and 6 ft. a-day, eidusive of wii 
The principal pennons are Mulh 
(now kept by Kamer) ; an Engl 
Udy was treated with most extreme 
kindness during a fit of illness by 
Madame K., who has been in Eng- 
land and speaks EugUsh ; — the Cas- 
mno, Ho&tetters ; kept by a very ob- 
liging landlord, aod afTorda as b 
mecommodatioD as any in the pi 



Interlachen has few »gkts or lions 
fbr the tourist or pasung ttaveller, 
who need not stop faere, unless he 
linuelf. IlabeeutiAiI 
portion, however, on a little plain 
between the lakes, in fiiU view of the 
Jung&aa, whose snowy summit ii 
en through _ a gap in the minor 

teresting sites, and some of tbe 
ost pleasing excursions in Switzer- 
land, together with its exceeding 
chespness as a place of residence^ 
have spread its reputation tbrough 
Europe, and have literally converted 
it into an English colony, two-lhitda 
of the summer visitors being, oa a 
moderate computation, of our nation, 
who have converted the place into a 
sort of Swiss Harrogate. The village 
itself H collection of staring, whilo- 
washed lodging-houses, has nothing 
Swiss in its character. Still, how- 
ever, though no longer a place of 
retirement, Interlachen must not b« 
disparaged ; its almost endless walks 
and rides, its boating parties on the 
two lakes, its picntos and bolls, would, 
in the society of friends, afford amuse- 
ment (at a season. In &ont of the 
lodging-houses runs a magiuficaU 
of walnut-trees, most inviting 
ts cool shade. The wooded 
dopes of the Harder, a hill on tba 
opposite bank of the Aar, rendered 
accesuble by easy paths, commanding 
a delightful view, and the old castla 

of a walk even for ladies ; while the 
Giesbach Mia, Lautetbrunnen, with 
ths Staubach, and Grindelwald with 
its.slaciers, are within a short morn- 
ing ■ tow or ride. They ore described 
in the fbllowing tour irf' the Oberland. 
There is a Subscription Utadiag-nma 
and Library here> at which " TbB 
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Hie EngSih Ciird Strviet is per- 
fitnned every Sunday in ihe church 
by an English clergyman, for vhom 
a Bmoll ■tipcnd is formed by volun- 
tary ooDtributiona among hi* counlty- 
men. " A sum ba> been lused by 
the exeniam of tbe Rev. A. Sillery, 
officiating miaiEter, for the purpose of 
fitting up the oU cAurcfi'i tbe go- 
Termnent has liberally conceded the 
lue of it iree of rent tot 10 years, aod 
has also eoatribuCed to its reetoratioD.'' 
~J. D. 

Very good saddle-horses may be 
hired at Interlachen. As far as 
Lauterbrunnen snd Giiudelwald 
there is a good ebai-rotul, and the 
saddle-horses may be used to draw 

Fhnri Unterttn, or InttrlacAtn, to 
LaiUerbrunnent is about SJ stundeHi 
= 7i Eng, miles, — a drive of 2 
hours. The road is practicable for 
the carriages of the country. After 
passing a tract of verdant meadoiv- 
land, on vtaich great vrestling- 
matches (one of ohioh has been de- 
■cribed by Madame de Stael} are 
peiiodically held, the road passes on 
the Tt. the Cattle of Un^nmiKn : it 
is in a very dilapidated state, but a 
aquore tower, with a ftaoliing round 
turret rise picturesquely above the 
brushwood surrounding them- It is 
the reputed resideDce of Msnfred, 
and its position in &out of the high 
Alps renders it not unlikely that 
Byron may hare bad it in his eye. 
The nsj owners of the castle vere 
the barons of Unspunnen, a noble 
and ancient race, who were lords of 
the whole Oberland, &om the Grimsel 
to the GsmmL Burkard, tbe last 
male descendant of this &mi]y, hod 
a beautiftil and only daughter, Ida, 



of ZShringeD, between whom and 
Burkard a deadly feud had long sub- 
risted. Under such oireumstances 
the youO^ Rudolph of Wadeos- 



ehwyl, despairing of obt^ning tlie 
father's consent to their union, scaled 
the castte-walls by night, carried Ida 
o^ and made bar his bride. Mai^ 
years of bloody strife between the tvo 
parties followedlhisevent. At length 
Rudolph, taking his inbnt son 1^ 
Ida along with bim, presented him- 
self, unarmed and without attendants, 
to Burkard, in tbe midst of his strong- 
hold. Such on appeal to the <U 



nstible ; 



d gene 



lelied i 

forgot his wrongs, and, receiving his 
children iulo his bosom, made Ru- 



Atthe 
cilialion, the old hi 









games 



quence, for many years, held on tbe 
spot. These were revived in 1805 
and IBDS, and eoDsisied of gymnastic 
ciercises, wrestling, pitching the 
stone, &c., in which the natives of 
the difierent cantons contended with 
one another, while spectators from 
&r and near collected on a naluial 
amphitbealre. A huge tagment of 
rock, weighing 184 lbs., which was 
burled 10 ft. by an athlete from Ap. 
penzell, may still be seen half buried 

Leaving behind the villages of 
Wylderschwyl and Miilillnen, whose 
inhabitants are sadly afflicted with 
goitre (5 19.), the rood plunges into 
the narrow and savage gorge of the 
torrent Lulschine, and " we enter 
upon a »nge of scenes beyond all 
description or previous conception." 
Not far up, the road pssscs a spot of 
evil repute as the scene of a fratri- 
cide — "just the place for such a 
deed." Jt was marked by an in- 
scription in the face of a projeoling 
rock, called, from the murder, Itn 
Evil Stone (Bbse Stein), or Brother's 
Stone. Tbe recent encroachments 
of tbe river upon the road have ren- 
dered It necessary to blast a portion 
of the rock in order to widen the 
carriage-way, in doing which the in- 
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scription has been displaced. The 
murderer, according to the story, 
was lord of the castle of Rothenflue, 
which Blood on Che opposite side of 



»bly. 



; the han 



'eilut 



of the valle;, it divides into two 

Sows the Black Lutschine, is the val- 
ley of Grindelwald, terminated by 
the gigantic mass and everlasting 
BnowsoflhBWelterhoni(seep, S2.); 
that of the rt., traversed by Che While 
Lutschme, is the valley of the I.au- 
lerbninnen, and it ought lo be visited 
first. 

The valley of Lauterbruimen i> 
rematliable for its 'depth, ila con- 
tracted width, aod for the precipicea 
of limestonei nearly vertical, which 
enclose it like walls. Its name, li- 
lerally ttanslsted, means " nothin) 



species of grain grow here, and the 
climate is almost too rough for peart 
and applet. About 30 sboota of water 
dangle from the edge of the rarapsrts 
which form the sides of the valley ; 
and, when their tops are enveloped in 
clouds, appear lo burst at once from 
the sky : many of them are dried up 
in summer. These minor (aiia, how- 
ever, are atl eclipsed by that of the 
Slaubbacht distant about three quar- 



mthei 



. Itis 



but 



derived. 



doubt, fro! 
streamlets which cast themselves 
headlong from the brows of the cliffs 
into the valley below, looking at a 
distance like so many pendulous 

The road crosses the Lutschine 
under the base of a colossal precipice, 
called Hunnenllue, whose face dis- 
plays angular contortions in the 
limestone strata. If the clouds per- 
mit, the summit of the Jungfrau 
DOW bursts into sight ; and soon 
after, gurmaunting a steep slope, we 

1} /,ou(pr6runne« (Inn: Capri- 
corn, good> 

This village contsins about 1350 
inhabitants, dwelling in rustic houses, 
scattered widely apart, along both 
banksof the torrmt. It lies !^450 teet 
above the sea, so sunk between pre- 
cipices that, in summer, the sun does 
not appear till 7 o'clock, and in win- 
ter not before 12, Only the hardier 



the loftiest ^Is in J^urope, measuring 
between 800 and 900 feet in height; 
and from this cause, and from the 
comparatively small body of water 
forming it, it is shivered by the wind 
into spray like dust long before it 
reaches the bottom (whence its name, 
literally. Dmt-taU). 



who 



the 



Slaubbach the rushing and roaring 
rapidity of a cataract will here be 
disappoioled ; but in the opinion of 
many, this want is atoned for t^ 
other beauties peculiar to this &!>. 
The friction of the rock, and the re- 
sistance of the air, retard the descent 

front, the appearance of a beautiftil 
lace veil suspended from the precU 
pice, and imitating, in its centre, the 
folds of the drapery. When very 
fiill, it shoots out from the rock, and 
is bent by the wind into fiicketing 
undulations. Byron has described 
it admirably, both in prose and 

" The torrent is in shape, curving 
over the rock, like the faii of a white 
horse streaming in the wind ^ such 
as it might be conceived would he 
that of the ' pale horse ' on which 
Death is mounted in the Apocalypse. 
It is Dcithcr mist uor water, but a 
something between both : its iaimcDse 
heigbt gives it a wave or curve — a 
spreading here or condension tbere-^ 
woudetfiil and indescribable." -^ 
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« Ihe eni'i budlong perpBDdlcuUr, 
Id fflDgUi liu« or (UTDlni Ught ilang. 
__ id to and fro, lite the pile cnurxT'i tail, 
llie tlint ileed ID be beurode b; Death. 
4i Cwd io the ApotaljK-" Marked. 

The Staubbach it seen to peifec- 
Uon before noon, when the iris 
formed by tbe taa blling full upon 
it, " Uke a ruDboir come down to pay 
& risit — immng as you move," and 
the ahadow of tbe water on the lace 
of tbe TOfik, give an additional in- 
terest. At other times it is as well 

point which can be reached without 
becommg drenched with spray. 
Wordsworth has called it " a heaven- 
bom watertaU ; " and whCQ the 
clouds are low and rest on the sides 
of the valley, it literally spears 
to leap irom the aky. In winter, 
wheD the torrent is oearly arrested 
by the frost, a vast pyramid of ice 
ii formed by the dripping of the 
water &om above, increasing gradu- 
ally upwards in the manner of a 
stala^inite, until the colossal icicle 
i«achea nearly halfway up the preei. 
pioe. There is a smidler vppcr-bll 
above the one seen from Iduterbrun- 
nea. A fuotpaCh leads up (o it in 
three quarters of an hour, but few 
think it worth thetrouble of the ascent 
Upper VaStg of Lavletirunn. 
" Of the multitudes who visit I*u- 
terbrunn, a very small proportioD 
trouble themselves to eiplore the u pper 
part of tbe valley. It leads nowhere, 
for few will undertake to cross the 
icj barriers which enclose jl. ITie 
^^ of the Schioadribacb, however, is 
^oite a sufficient object for a day's 
«ieunion ; being, in truth, inferior to 
few in Switzerland. It is a large 
body of water, which, issuing from 
the glacier, throws itself immediately 
over ■ precipice of great height, and 
•gain makes two more leaps, of in- 
fcrior height, but great beauty, before 
reaching the bottom of tbe valley. 
Horses can go (or about two hours 
from Lauteitvunn to the hamlet of 
Trachsel Lauinen, opposite which 



a the Jung. 



will be seen tbe roi 
laoche, called by I 
which falls armually from 
frau, and spreads its ruins over a sur- 
face of many hoDdred acres. An hour 
farther, in which there is a steep ai. 

chalet, near the foot of the lower fitll ; 
from which there it half an hour'a 
sharp ascent to the foot of the upper 
fall. Deciduous trees ceaui behnr 
Trachsel Lauinen; thence to the 
fall, the way lies generally through 
pine forests, and the pasturage is 
abuodant to a much greater height. 
High above tower the summita of 
the chain, which, branch itig from the 
Jungfi-au, is continued in an un< 
broken line of ice to the Cemmt. 



frau, may be visited. The wcMem 
rampart of the valle<r is fringed with 
cascades resembling the Staubbach, 
of which the Murrenbacb is moat 
conspicuous. 

li^ hours above Lauterbrunn is tha 
Sefinentbal, a lateral valley on the 
west, lying seven hundred fbet abova 
the principal valley : the stream 
which issues from it ibrms a grand 
fall in ita descent. This short valle;, 
which runs into the heart of tba 
Steinbei^, is bounded to the St 
and W. by lofty precipices crested 
with gladen. On the N. a long 
and steep ascent leads in nine to ten 
hours over a pass called Furca into 
the Kienthal, and (town to Reiehen- 
bach, or Miihlinen. Or crossing the 
Kienthal, the Siindengrat, another 
pass of equal height, leads down the 
OeBcbinentbal to Kandersteg. la 
actual distance there is probably ni> 
great difference ; hut, from Lauter* 
brunn to Kandersteg. by the Diin- 
dengrat, would be the harder d^'s 
work 1 'and in truth, a pretty severe 

order, from Frutigen (where there 
is a good inn) by char la the foot of 
the Kienthal; and thence in nine 
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boun' Iwrd walking to LButerbruan. 
He lover part of the Kienthal ia 
■oft Bod benuliful; but after 2^ hours, 
when the first great ascent u sur- 
niounted, it becomei a thoroughly 
Alpine valley, overhung by the mag- 
mlieent ranges of the Blumlia Alp. 
The Furca, a sharp ridge, is about 
5 to 5i hours, either from the foot of 
the Kienthal, or from I«uCerbruiin. 
It command! a confined, but most 
superb view of the Jungfrau, Eiger, 
&e., and of the Blumlis Alp ; and 
sell deserves a visit Scaia Laulei> 
brumi, even &om those irho do not 
mean to descend to Uie Kienthal. 
Few travellers cross this way. though 
there is no difficulty. A ni^t 
might be passed in the chalets of the 
Kienthal ; but it would be better to 
make H forced march to Kandenteg. 
(See Route 39.) 

- " There is, however, a still more 
enblime, but difficult, and even danger- 
great TchingelGletscher, which closes 
up the Ammertenlhal, as the upper 
part of the valley of Lauterbninii is 
named ; it ia not crossed many times 

at alL The Interlaken guides, (at 
ibe most port, seem to know little 
■bout it. A man named Lauener, 
belongiDg to the Capricorn, at Lau- 
terbruno, is well acquainted wiUi the 
glacier, and a capital fellow. It ia 
osnal to sleep at the highest cbaletg, 
on the Steinberg, about 4 hours 
from LauterbrutiD ; from whicb it ia 
9 hours' quick walking to Kanders- 
Uf, about 4 hours on the ice ; with 
Meep and bad pUces to climb. After 
quitting the ice, 4 houis to Kandera. 
teg. the descent into the Gasteren- 
tfaal is very steep and &ti^niug ; for 
a considerable distance it lies along a 
oarrow gulley, between the glacier 
and a wall of rocks. Nothing can 
aatage grandeur of the 
I, a valley closeto the fre- 
quented route of the Gemmi, yet 
almost uDbnotm. The goige by 
-'■"'^"- lotbeKander. 



which the li 



lighcr Iher. 
8 hardly iu 



another gorge, which 



ight of the pass must be 
great, probably exceeding 9000 feet. 
From the summit, it is posnble, in. 
gCead of descending upon Kandera- 
teg, to cross Ae main cbain, which 
does not appear to be a great deal 
liigher, and descend by the valley oC 
Loetscb, into the Vallais. This, how., 
ever, is, of course, still more difiieukj- 
and nuther route is to be raably jxtt- 
dertalcoi. 

" The distance from Lauterbnma 
to Kandersteg is not beyond a day^ 
march ; but the very fatiguing naturs 
of the ground, and the iliiiliiilili iiimi 
of crosang the glacier early, render It 
better to sleep at the Steinberg. By 



lakinR 



I befen 



to the Steinberg. The roar of thr 
streams, and Irequent thnnder ot 
felling avalanches from the opponto 
gladers, will furnish excitement to 
while away a sleeplesa ni^t. Fro« 
visions should be taken." — A. T. M. 

Latiterbniamn to Grimleluald, — 

a^ Bn the char road, 

b. By the Wengrm Alp, 

a. By the high-road the time occu- 
pied in going to Crindelwald is about 
S^ hours — the distance ^Kiut 13 
miles; but this route should be takeri 
only by those >rtio can neither ride 
nor walk, or who prefer the ease of s 
char i bane to aTalanches, Alps, and 
feligue — or in case of bad or cloudy 
weather. It is necessary to return 
down the valley as fcr as the Zw^ 
Lutschinen, then, crosnng the Whit^ 
to ascend, by the side of the Black 
Lutschine — a toilsome steep, througli 
a gloomy valley, closed up by the 
precipices of the Wetterfaoro, and the 
peaks of the Bigher. Nearer to Grin- 
delwald the two glaeiers appear in 
si^t. 
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thin threiid ; and ita upper &U, and 
previous winding, be&re it makes ita 
""lal leap, aie exposed to viev. 

The path croaaei the meadows ad- 
neing towards tbe Jungfrau, wbieh 
iw riKs in Tiont of the spectator, 
Ith its vast eipanee of snow and 
acier, in all its magnificence. Not 
dy its summit, but all the man of 
e mountain sbOTe the leiel of tbe 
hite vith perpetual 
purity, which breaks 
off alM^tly at the edge of a black 
precipice, forming one side of a ra- 
vine separaCing the Jung&au &om 
the Wengern Alp. It appears to bo 
vithin gun-shot of the spectator 



spectator, 



effect of dist 



islosi 
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be^Cars — some under the pretext of 
oilering him strawberries, or flowers, 
or crystals, — others with no other 
excuse but their poverty, not unfVe- 
qnently united to goitre and cretin- 
ism, as an additional recommenda- 
tion to tbe compassion of strangers. 
£*ery cottage sends forth ita ragged 
crowds of disshevellcd and unshod 
^lildren i behind every rock is an 
ambuscade of native minstrels, who, 
drawn up in line, assail the passeis- 
by with the discordant strains of Cheir 
Arill Toieee. " They beset the de- 
inous footway leading up tbe hill-side 
in a long scattered line, to a consider- 
able height, just like a train 
powder, which only awal 
approach to explode." — Latmbt. 

b. In fine weather there is not a 
iBore interesting or exciting journey 
among the Alps than that over the 
Wfogtm Alp, or Leiier Schddtck. In- 
dependently of the view of the Jung- 
fiwi, and other giants of the Bernese 
eliain (uarivalled, owing to its proxi- 
mity to these sublime objects^ it is 
&om the Wengem Alp that the ava- 
lanches are seen and heard in greatest 
peiiection, and no one should abandon 
the expedition without an effort. The 
path is practicsbls for mules, and is 
sbout 14 miles long; but, &om its 
steepness, its great elevation, and the 
time spent in ei^joying the view irom 
tile top, it occupies at least 7 hours. 
Tbough fiKiguing, it is not danger- 
ous, and is constantly traversed by 
ladies on horseback, or even in a 
diaise i. porteur (g 9). 
' A ste^ »gz^ path leads out of 
tbe valley of Lauterbrunnen, ia order 
to surmount the ridge separating it 
from that of Grindclwald. After 
Dearly an hour of toilsome ascent, 
pasmng the houses of a scattered 
hamlet, it reaobes a mote gradual 
slope of meadow land. The valley 
ot Jjauterbrunn, beneath whose pra- 
mpicee the traveller has previously 
cmpt with some little awe, preset 
from this helf^t the aspect of a mi 
tieuoh ; the Staubbaoh is reduced 



t ;tho 



About half an hour's walk below the 
summit a rustic but very tolerable /nn,' 
S, de la JuTigfrau, containing 1 4 beds' 
to aeconunodate strangers who choose 
to await the sunrise at this elevation, 
has been built on tbe brow of tbe 
ravine, 53.50 feet above the Bea-level, 
directly facing the JungiVau. From 
this point the mountain ia best st ~~ 
as well as the avalanches 
from it. The precipice be 
to, which forms the base of the nioaB> 
tain, is channelled with furrows or 
grooves, down which the avalanehatf 
descend. They are most nameroiM' 
a little after noon, when the sun el- 



-eaUud^ 



» the 



t influe 



glacier. in loosening mast 
causing them to break off. 

The attention is first arrested by b 
distant roar, not unlike thunder, and 
in hdf a minute, a gush of white 
powder, resembling a amsii eststaot^ 
is perceived issuing out of one of the 
upper grooves or gullies ; it then unka 
Into a lower fissure, and is lost only 
to reappear at a lower stage some 
hundred feet below ; soon aiier an- 
other roar, and a fresh gush from B 
lower gully, till the mass of io^ 
reaching the lowest step is precipitated 
into the gulf below. By watching at- 
tentively tbe sloping white nde of tbe 
Jongfrau, tbe sepaialian of the fraf- 
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men! of ice from the maw of the gla- 
oiei which produces this thunder, may 
beseenatthemomeiitwhen disengaged 
sad before the sound reaches the ear. 
Sometimes it merely slides down over 
the turface, at others it turns over in 
a cake; but in an instant aAer it 
dis^jpeaiB, is sbattercd to atom^ aadi 
in passing through the difiereat al- 
lies, is ground ta powder so fine, that, 
as It issues from the lowest, it looks 
like a handful of meal ; and particles, 
reduced by friction to the consistence 
of dust, rise in a cloud of vapour. 
Independent of Ibe sound, nhich is 
an awful interruption of (he silence 
UBiially prevailing on the high Alps, 
there is nothing grand or strikiog in 
these tailing masses j and, indeed, it 
is diffioult, at first, to believe that 
these echoing thunders arise from bo 
slight a cause in appearance. The 
spectator must bear in mind that at 
each discharge whole tons of ice are 
hurled down the mountain, and that 
the apparently insignificant white dust 
is made up of blocks capable of sweep- 
ing away whole forests, did any occur 

houses and villages. During the early 



part of SI 



r four 






valley of True 
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aten, 

vidingtiieJungfrau&om thcWengem 
Alp ; and, on melting, send forth a 
itream which falls into the Lulschine, 
■ little above Lauterbrunnen. A part 
of Lord Byron's " Manfred " was 
cither written or mentally composed 
on the Wengem Alp, in full view of 
the Jungtrau, and (be says in his 
Journal) within hearing of its ava- 



" Ascended tfie Wengern 
left the horses, took off my coat, and 
went to the summit. On one side 
our view comprised the Jungfrau, 
with all ber glaciers; then the Dent 
d' Argent, shining like truth ; then 



the Little Giant, and the Great Giant; 

and last, not least, the Wetterhom. 
The height of the Jungfrau is 1 1,000 
feet above the valley. Heard the 
avalanchtB falling every five minutes 
nearly. 

" The clouds rose from the opponte 
valley, curling up perpendicular pre- 
cipices, like the foam of the ocean of 
hell during a ^ling tide — it was 
while and sulphur;, and immeasar' 
ably deep in appearance. The ude 
we ascended was not of so precipitous 

summit, we looked down upon the 
other side upon a boiling sea of cloud, 
dashing against the crags on which 
we stood ..— these crags on one side 
quite perpendicular. In passing the 
masses of snow, I made a snowball 
and pelted Hobbouse with It." — 



And on1( fill m lhin™°K ilill wouM jive; 

Amt hiimlet oftlie hiisfleu vlllngei. 

The miiU boil up uound the (kidni; 

'"(Suit, " " me, w 1 e in 
Ulu: /Bom/rom Ikt retard saati <^ itnp 

About 2 miles beyond the Inn 
the summit of the pass is attuned, 
6380 feet above the see-lerel. Near 
it there is a chalet, built also to servs 
as an inn, but now closed (IB4I). 
The view from the top is very fine, 
including, besides the Jongfrau, the 
Monch, the two Eighers, and the 
Wetterhom. The Jm^aa, or Vil. 
gin, received its name either &om the 
unsullied purity of the snow, or be. 
cause (till lately) its crest had never 
been reached or trodden by human 
foot. She has now lost ber claim ts 
the title on the latter score, the high. 
est peak having been attained in 1813, 
by two brothers, named Meyer, from 
Aarau ; in 1828, by ui peasants, from 
Grindelwaldj and, in Augu^ 1841, 
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hy M. Aguni, of Neuchitel, accom- 
panied by PiofesBor Forbes, of Edin- 
burgb, and & Siriss and French gen- 
tleman. The course thej pursued 
vai by tha Ober-Aar' Glacier to tbat 
of Viesch, and then by following up 
tbe AletKh glacier from the lake 
Mocil. The JungFrsu is the eighth 
in height of all European mounlaiiM, 
riaing to an elevation of 13,718 feet 
aboYc the sea-lerel. The Silber- 
borner are, properly speaking, inferior 
peaJcB of tbe Jungirau. Farther on 
appears the Monch, or Klein Elgher, 
13,498 tret, and the Great Eigher 
.3,070fect. On approach. 



Grindelwi 



the 



(Peak of Terror), 13,3S6 feet, comes 
into «ght. The sharp, needle-fbnned 
point of the Finster-Aarhorn, the 
hi^cBt of tlie group, 14,106 feet 
aboTe the lea-lerel, is only liuble at 
intenals peering above his brethren. 
Hie glainers, which eling around these 
peaks, and fill up tbe depressions be- 
tween them, extend without inter- 






the Jungfra. 



Grimsel, and from Grindelwald in 
canton Berne, nearly to Brieg in the 
Vallais. The eitent of tbla glacier 
lias been calculated at 115 square 
niiles, or about one sixth of all the 
glaciers among the Alps. 

The descent from the tqjper chalet 
to Grindelwald takes up about three 
hours. The path is B(«ep and difficult, 
strewn with &llen rocks. It passes 
within lugbt of a forest * mown down 
by thelUU of aTalsnches. Tbe trunks, 
broken short olT close to tbe ground, 
still stand like stuhblc left by the 
■cythe. Byron describes " whole 
voods of withered pbea — all with- 
ered ; trunks stripped and barkless ; 
branches lifeless ; done by a single 
winter, ..... their appearance reminded 
me of me and my jamily." 

In descending into the yalley, the 
'Wetterborn is seen in front, and on 
the 1. the Faulhom, surmounted by 
an inn, like tbat on the lUghi, which 

•■ OfBhlch Mr. Bum.ri hii given in 
adndisble rcprcientatlaa in hit Swili Viewi. 
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liimishes night-quarters to those who 
ascend for tbe sake of the sunrise, and 
the celebrated panoramic Tiew{p.B4.)i. 
On the rt., low down, appears the- 
white glacier of Grindelwald, issuing 
out of a gorge, on a leiel wilb the- 
habitations of the valley. Travellers, 
instead of proceeding at once to- 
Grindelwald, usually skirt along the 
base of the mountain, in order to visit 
this glacier on their way. 

GrindtlwaU Innij Adier— Eagle; 
Bar — Bear ; both good. Tbey are 
more than a mile distant from tbe 
lower glacier : in summer tbey are 
often very full, so that it is advisable 
to send on befbrehand to secure beds. 

Tlie village of Grindelwald, eon- 
sisting of picturesque wooden 'cot- 
t^es, widely scattered over the valley, 
stands at a hei^t of 3SSO feet above 

its vicinity to tbe glaciers, the climate 
of the valley is cold, and unsfaUllo 
even in summer. Its inhabitants are . 
chietly'employed in rearing cattle, <^ 
which'eoOO head are fed on tiie 
neigbtnurlng pastures. Some of the 
peasants act as guides. The Griudd- 
wald guides. Christian Bleuver, Peter 
Baumann, Hildbrand Burgner, are 
highly recommended for difficult 
mountain eicurslons. Tbe younser 
fWmales pick up a few bati by sin^ig 
Ram de Vaches at the inns, and most 



e valley, which has 
lercised an injurious influence upon 
ts morals and ancient simplicity of 
manners. 
Grindelwald owes its celebrity, as 
place of resort for travellers, to the 
grandeur of tbe mountains which 
surround it, and to its two CHatien 
(5 17. )i which, as they descend into 
the very bottom of the valley below 
the level of tbe village, and almost 
-'"-in a stone's-thraw of human ba- 
ions, are more easily accessible 
uc.c than in other parts of Switzer- 
land, Three gigantic mountains form 
tbe 8. Bids of the valley — the Elgher, 
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or Giomti the Mettenberg (Middle 
BfouDtaiii), whleh ia, in bet, tbe 
bue or p^eatal of the magnificent 
peak, called SohreokhoTD ; and tbe 
WMMrborn (Peak of Tempetts), at 
tbs upper end. Between these three 
Aountaina the tvo glusiera of Grio- 
delwald Ibbub out. They are branches 
«f that vut field or oceui of ice men- 
tkned above as occupying the tahle- 
laod and high valleys amidst the 
Bemeae Alps, and being pushed down- 
vaids by the constantly-increasing 
maucfl aboref deacend ^ below tbe 
line of perpetual snow (§ 17.). 

Their chief beauty ariaes fiom their 
being bordered by forests of fir, which 
fonu, OS it were, a gracEfLil fringe to 
the white ice, while the green psa- 
turaa, with which they are almost in 
contact near their base, contrast 
Bgi«eably with their frozen peaka. 
Though inferior in extent to those of 
Chamouni, they yield to them alone i 
and the traveller who has even seen 
them will do well to explore the 
Gladers of Crindelwald. lAa Loacr 
Giadtr, also called the ranallcr, al- 
though four Xiraea as laige as the 
upper one. forces its way out between 
the Eigher and Mettenberg, and its 
solid icebergs descend to a point only 
3300 teet above the level of the sea. 
A path Bsccads along its left margin, 
beneath the precipices of the Metten- 
berg. commanding a most interesting 
view <A the bristling mlnaiets of ice, 
liung in the most various and fiin- 
tastie shapes, 

" A visit t« the Loner Glacier is 
one of the pleasantest eicurmons on 

on the whole, induding 1 on the ice, 
and not fatiguing. Jt ia not good for 
timid persona, as tbe path sliirls some 
IbnnidBble predpices ; but it is taken 
by ladies, who nuy ride on horseback 
for the lirst three quarters of an hour, 
and be conveyed the rest of the way in 
a chaise & porteui. It offers to those 
who cannot momit the heights one of 
the grandest and wildest glacier views 
imaginable, the cultivated valley being 
completely hiJilpn, and nothing visible 



but Uw cDonnoui peaks of the Eighert 
SchrecUiom, VieaclierhbrDer, &c., 
obich form a superb amphitheatre^ 
finer, perhaps,than the view from tbs 
Monlanvert.''— /(. T. M. 

Tbe glacier, which is narrow at th« 
bottom, gradually widens, and spread! 
out into what is called the Sea of In 
(Eismeei), where its surface, tbouf^ 
traversed by crevicea, ia less shatterad 
than below. Tbe best view of it La 
from the grotto called NeUad>a]m. 
Strangers should not venture upcot 
the ice without a guide. In 18S1, 
M. Mouron, a clergyman of Vevay, 
was loat in one of the crevicea. Siu- 
piciona were entertained that tiis 
guide who accompanied him bad 
murdered him, and search was im- 
mediately commenced for the body. 
Alter 12 days of fruitless attempt^ 
it was at length drawn out of aa 
abyss in the ice, aud to have been 
TOO feet deep (?), by a guide named 
Burguenen, who was let down from 
above at the peril of his life, by ■ 
rope with a Lantern tied to his noik. 
He was tvrice draim up without 
having been able to find it, nearly 
exhausted for want of air ; tbe third 
time he returned with it in hia arms. 
It was much bruised, and aeveral 
limbs were broken ; so as to lead to the 
belief ibat life, or at least sensation, 
hod departed before it reached Iba 
bottom ; but the watch and the puraa 
of the unfortunate man were found 
upon him, BO that the suspicions ro- 
garding the guide were proved to be 
groundless. He was buried in the 
church of Griudelwald. 

On the way up to the Eismeer a 
singular depresuon in the rocks, 
called Martittuinuk, is pointed out 
to the traveller, and opposite to it, in 
the cieat of the Eigher, a amall bolc^ 
called MuYi'nsbcA, throu^ which the 
sun's rays abine twice a-year. Once 
on a time, according to Uie traditioo, 
the basin now occupied by the Eia- 
meer was filled with a lake, but the 
space between the Mettenl)erg and 
the Eigher being much narrowei than 
Bt present, the outlet frMn it wu 
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cmiMaiitly blocked up, and Innnda- 
tioDi produced, which ruined the field* 
ef the peanuts in the voile; below. 
At length, St. Hutjn, a holy giant, 
came to their reune { be lesMd hin 
self on the Mettenberg, resting h 
iKaff on the Eigher, and then' with 
one huCy heave of bis brawny bock 
not only bunt open the pi 
panage between the two : 
but left the marks of bis i 
one, and drore his wslking-stick 
right through the other. 

Hie l^)^ Glacier may be visited 
in gcoDg over the Scbeideck. 
AicaU oftht FavlUiom. 
The Faulboni is b mountain S140 
feet above the sea^level ; situated be- 
tween the valley or Grindelwald and 
the lake of Brienz, and commanding 
btna its summit an eiceljent neai 
view, over the neighbouniig chain of 
Bernese Alps. On this aceount it is 
ascended in the Buiomer-time, like 
ike Rigfai, by sumeraus parties Ol 
tmellOTS. 

" For an excursion up the Faul- 
born, the horses that have brought 
travellers to Giindclwald may be 
iiaed. For ladies who do not ride, 
and are yet willing to undergo tiie 
&tigue of the ascent, chairs may be 
hired at the inns, with capital bearers, 
four to each chair, at 6 francs each ; 
or if the party sleep on the Faulhom, 
9 fra. The inn on the summit, which 
is only tenanted for 4 months of the 
year, and is totally abandoned to the 
-wind and run in October, afibrds 3 
very tolerable apartmeots, and one or 
twobedrooms,inall34beds; still it is 
but sorry sleeping accommodation, the 
Mioffrimem of which are hardly com- 
pensated to ladies by the Hiuxriafn 
beauty of the early view of the gla- 
«ets : for gentlemen the quarters are 
good enough. The ascent from Grin- 
ddvald is totally free from danger, 
and not very difficult. It may be 
made in less than S hours, and the 
descent in ^. The Urder of mine 
b.oat is aud to be better than heieto- 



fbre, and die charges tu>t greatel thui 
usual ; 3 h. kr dinner, 30 son fbc 
breakliiat, 9 fr.for beds, and S5 oentimei 
fbr the stove in the principal roomi 
those who require tea should lake it 
with them. The path leads over tb« 
Baohalp, by the side of a small lake^ 
1000 feet below the summit. Tba 
view of the Bernese Alps from the 
top fiirms the chief feature of tim 
panorama, whu4i in this respect, and 
fimi the proximity of the Fanlhoni 
to those snowy giants, fer surpaaw* 
the prospect from the Ri|^i. (>ith« 
other hand, though the Uea of Thun 
md Brieni are both viiuUe, only ■ 
■null strip of eaeh appears, which ia 
but B poor equivalent for the wide 
expanse of blue water which bathes 
the loot of the R^;ht. " Our part; 
was fortunate enough to witness e 
sEorm on tiie Faulhom: the eAtet 
was magnificent ; we were at intervals 
envel<q>ed in clouds, irbich hid every 
thing from us; but from time to 
time the sky became clear, giving lu 
the fiill view of the neigbbouring 
Alps. To heighten the grandeur ai 
the scene, we had fi>ur times the effect 
of the * mirage,' seeing distinctly the 
spectres of our whole party, 10 per* 
sons, in the clouds, once surrounded 
by a double circular rainbow." 1841. 
— M.ikS. of mntU. 

Tbere is a fbotpath from the top 
of the Faulhom, passmg thewats. 
bll of the Giesbw^h to Brieni ; the 
diitanoeis alwut 14nules. A bridle- 
path leads down to JElosenlaui, on tbe 
way to Meyringen, so thst travellers 
about to cross tbe Scbeideck need 
etum to Grindelvald. 
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Beyond Grindelwald the char road 
ceases, and those who cannot travel 
on horseback or on foot can reach 
Meyringen only by crossing the lake 
of Brieni, returning first to Inter- 
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An hour's walk up tbe T>11e; iroiii 
Crindelirald, and a slight detour to 
the rt of tbe direct path to Mey rln- 
gen. leads to the (^iper Glatier. It 
does not materially diSei from tbe 

gametiiiies has a laiger vault of ice at 
ila lower eitremily. These two gla- 
cien arethe chief feeders of tbe Black 
liutacbiiie. > 

It talces S hours to reach the sum- 
mit of tbe Scheideck from Grmdel- 
wald. The ascent is easy, and during 
the whole of it the Wtlttthom (Peak 
of Tempests) overhangs the path, sd 
object of stupendous sublimity- It 
rises in one vast precipice of alpine 
limestone, apparently close above the 
traveller's bead, though its base is 
more than a mile off. Four different 

aprmg; some of them reach to the 
path, aud palchea of their snow often 
last through the summer. Upon the 
slope in front of the Wetterhorn is 
uiually stationed one who blows the 
oipine Aom, a rude tube of wood, 6 or 
8 feet long. The traveller should on 

A few seconds after the born has 
ceased, the few and simple notes of 
the instrument arc caught up and 
repeated by tbe echoes of the vast 
cliff of the Wetterbom, and return 
to the ear refined and so^ned, yet 
perfectly distinct, as it were an aerial 
concert warbling among the crags. 

The view down the valley of Grin. 
delwald, from the top of the Scbei- 
deck, is very striking ; its green pas- 
tures contrast agreeably vlth tbe bare 
wall of the Wetterhorn. Beyond it 
on the 1. rises the sharp crest of (he 
Eigher, resembling the up- turned 
edge of a hatchet ; and the pointed 
cone of tbe Schreckhom appears 
above the Mettenberg. On the top 
of the Scheideck (6TI1 feet above the 
sea-level,} stands a chalet, weather- 
tight, affording one or two beds for 
such travellers as are driven to sleep 
here; and a cup of cofleeot botmilk 
tat those who deaire to warm them< 



selves after their cold morning's ride 



The prospect in the opposite direc- 
tion, into the vale of the Reicbenbach 
or of Rosenlaui, is Dot remarkable. 
High up on the rt. appears the glacier 
of Schwarzwald, between the Wetter- 
born and Wellborn i fiuther on, be- 
tween Wellborn and Engel-bomer 
(angels' peaks), tbe Glacier of Aohm- 
lam lies embedded. An hour and a 
half's walking &om tbe chalet, partly 
through a wood of fii^ brings the 
traveller abreast of this glacier, which 
lies about a mile to the rt. of the 
path in the midst of a forest of firs. 
It is smaller than those of Grindel. 
wald, but is celebrated above all 
others in Switzerland for the un- 
tarnished purity of its white sur&oe, 
and the clear transparent azure of its 
icebergs. This peculiarity ariaes 
doubtless from the character of the 
rocks around it; these, in decom- 
posing, do not turn into black gravel 
oi mud, which st^ns and disfigures 
the Grindelwald glaciers. A Bte^ 
path on the I. of tbe glacier leads in 
about \ an hour to tbe summit of a 
cliff, which projects midway into tbe 
icy sea, and bends its course consi- 
derably. It forma a good point of 

llie guides usually bait for an 
hour to refre^ themselves and their 

4 The BatliB of Rosenlaui, a 
homely but well served inn, called 
the Steinbock, erected near a source 
of mineral water, which supplies S or 
6 rude tubs of wood, serving as baths. 
Hie number of guests wbo resort 
hilber fi>r tbe use of them is very 
limited. TUb bouse is distant about 
IJ mile from the glacier. A fcw 
yards behind it, the Reichenbach 
torrent issues out of a cleft in tbe 
rock. The path to Meyringen run* 
by the side of this stream, first crow- 
ing a charming little green plain, 
carpetted with soft tur^ like that t^ 
an English lawn, And dotted with 
chalets. The view up the valley 
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frtHn this point At^tYea partioulAT 
notice; it ia a fevourite subject fiir 
the pencil of the artist. The Wet- 
teriMTD, the Wellborn, and Ibe craggy 
pedu called Engel-horner, foim a 
mountun group UBiivalled for pLc- 
tuTcsqtieuesB. 

Beloir this the vftlley contnuti, 

ling from ita lidei } one of them, 
tram its beigfat and tenuity, ia called 
the RofK-Sai (Seilbacb) ; and now a 
bird^ eye viev opens out into the 
Tale of Haili, or Meyringen, vhich 
in comparison with the narrov glens 
of Grindelwald and Lauterbrunnen 
deserres the name of a plain, though 
bounded by luounluns high and 

Ulead- 



( the path and its 
being paved vitb smooth and slippery 
Mocks of Blone. On this account 
travellers are usually invited to dis- 
mount and descend on foot. The 
stream of the Reicheobach performs 
thiit descent of nearly aoOO feet in a 
succeswon of leaps, the longest of 
vhich are the celebrated FaiU of tht 
StuAaibaeK, The upper Gill is si- 
tuated about 100 yards to the 1. of 
the load near the lillage called 
ZwirghL A amall fee ia exacted ibr 
the litierty to cross (he tneadoir be- 
tween it and the road, aod a hut 
called Belvedere is built beside it. 
But it is best seen from a rocky head- 
land shooting out in fiont of tlie bare 
amphitheatre of chSh over which the 
cataract dashes, and just above the 
struggling torrent, hurrying down- 
nrds afUr iu tail. A little lower la 
airather, but inferior, fall, and by a 
tbird, itill hnrer. the stream gaioe (he 
level of the valley, and hastens to 
join its waters to the Aar. The low- 
est ftll is not more than 50 yaxds from 
the 
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directly under the rood leading to 
the Scbeideck, beneath a hanging 
wood and in grounds that remind ona 
of an English park. Though pro- 
vided with hot and cold baths, it is 
less resorted to by invalids than by 
passing travellen. It is a good houses 
not dear; Uble d'hote at 1 and 7. 
It is distant about a mile from the 
village of 

31 Meyringen — (/aiu : Sauvage, 
good i Biir, Ours, not bad). — Of 
late these houses bave been, to a cer- 
tain extent, deserted for the above 
named Baths of Reichenbach, situated 
on the opponte side of the valley. 
There ia another good inn, the Cou- 
ronne, on this »de. 

Meynngen, the chief place in tbe 
vale of Hasli, lies on the tt. bank of 
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luch praised. Brooke- 
vale of Meyringoi 
much of what ia 
Alpine in its beauties as any valley 
in SwiUerland." Its precipitous and 
wooded sides, streaked with white 
cascades almost without number, and 
here and there overtopped by soma 
snow-white peak, are indeed beauti- 
ful features. Yet the flat plain, 3 
milea broad, half marsh and half dry 
gravel, from inundations of tbe river, 
are unpleasing from many points, and 
as a dwelling-place it baa aerious 
drawbacks from the danger to whioh 
it is ciposed of being swept away or 
inundated, if not buried, by the neigh- 
bouring torrents. It was to guard 
against such accidents that tbe stxme 
dyke, 1000 feet long and 8 wide, waa 
constructed ; but its protection baa 
not been altogether e^etual. The 
chief cause and instrument of all tbe 
mischief is the ^Ipbaci, a mountain 
torrent, pouring down from the 
height behind the village, out of a 
□arrow gorge. The district in which 
it rises, and through which it takes 
its course, is composed of the rock. 
toown to geoli^ts as the lias marie. 
Being very soft it ia easily diniv- 
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Ugratod and vwbcd amy, M tbM 
the tonant, vliea swollen by rain vi 
SBOir, oollecti, aod bean along irith 
il haapi of bUck aand and mbbiih, 
iBtenoiied vitb uprooted fir-trees. 
Bad a ooiTertad almost into a atream 
cf mad, on which maiaes of rock 
float like c«hi. A torrent of >uch 

iU cDuree through the narrow ore- 
vices, which it aeema to hare sawn 
for itaelf by tbe force of its current ; 
il then gatbcn into ■ take behind 
the obstaales which impede it, until 



bear ererythuig befbre it, and to 
^read doolation otct the TalJey 
tlirough which its coune lies. A 
oataatTopbfl of this aort, in 1762, 
buried a larse part of the village of 
Mayriogen, ■□ <aie hour, 30 f^ deep 
in rubbish, iram wfaioh it fast hardly 
yet emerged. The uhunih wa filled 
with mod and giavel to the height 
of 18 feet, as is denoted bjr the black 
line punted along its walls, and by 
the debris which still covers many it 
the fields uid gardens around. In 
ITSS an inundation of the sanK stream 
carried away many houses. 

The intelligent travellN' Hngi, 
&om whom the above pBitioulara are 
derived, recommends travelleTS to 
visit the Fall of the Alpbach about 
£1 in the morning, on account of the 
tript* 6ow, or iris, fbrnied in its spray, 
when the aun shines on It The 
inner iris forms nearly a complete 






n the 



Alls is abundant or not llie spot 
whence it is visible is within the 
spray from the cataract, so that those 
who would enjoy it must prepare for 

On a rook above the village rite 
the ruins of the CatOe of RetH .■ it 
belonged to an ancient and noble 
&mily, to whom the praise is given of 
never tyrannizing over their humble 
dependants. The men of Hasli are 
celebrated for their athletic fiums and 
Btrengih. They bold Schwingftate, 



or oieilllng Jtatalbta every year, mi 
the 10th of August, with Uieir n^gfa- 
bours of Unterwalden I and on tha 
first Sunday in September with thoaa 
of Crindelvald. The women, again, 
eqjoy die reputation of being prettier 
or rather less plain, than those of moat 
other Swiss valleys. Thdr holiday 
costume is peculiar and not ungrace- 
ful, consisting of a boddice of black 
velvet, reaching up to the throaty 
startled sleeves, a yellow pettieoat, 
and a round black hat not unlike ■ 
soup plate, aud about the same siie, 
stuck on one mde of the head, and 
allowing the hair to fall in long 
tresses down the back. 

8ii roads concentrate at Meytin- 
gen : 1. to Brieni (a char road) ; 3. 
to Lucerne, by the Brunig; 9. over 
the Susten to Wasen on Ibe St Gott. 
hard road (19 stunden) ; 4, to (he 
Grinuel ; 5. to Crindelwald, by the 
Scheideck ; 6. to Engelberg by tha 
Joch Pass, Gadmenthal, and G«D- 
thil Thai. The magnifloent bU of 
the Aar at Handeck on the way to 
the Grinuel (Route 38), is about 14 
miles distant Travellers, not in- 
tending to cross the whole pass, maj 
make an interesting eicuraion thither 
from Meyringen ; as they may also 
to the suDtinit of the Brunig, abotit 
6 miles distant, whence th^ is • 
beautiful view of the vale Vt Haili an 
one side, and of Lungem on the other. 
(Route 19> 



3} stunden, or 8 Eng. miles to 
Briena, and SJ thence to InlerlaelMn 
hy water — 19 English miles- 
There is on excellent char road 
down the valley, passing numeroua 
cascades leaping down the wall of 
rock. Afler proceeding for about 4 
miles along the 1. bank of the AaT 
it crossea the river l>y a wooden 
bridge, juit at tbe point where tha 
hrancfa of the Brunig road, leading to 
Brleni, descends into the valley. Hie 
Am punuGs its oouisa through ma- 
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notonons roonh anil flit meadow 
land, but Dear its ioflui iDto the lake 
of Brieni, the fbmu of tbe mounlaiiia 
tm its L bankf above which bnren 
tiie Faulhom, ii grand. In skirting 
die mar^n of the lake the load 
0T09WS vast beapi of debris, onering 
acres ot land once fertile. A toi- 
loit of mud, in 1797, destroyed a 
oanndereble part of two riUoga near 
Kienhcdz, and a landslip from the 
Brienzergrat, the mountain imm^ 
diately^ behind Brienz, overwhelmed 
in Norember, 18S4, 40 aeres of land, 
and swept 6 persons into the lake. 
It is IJ hour's drive fiom Meyiin- 
gen to 

34 BTienE_(/Hiu .- L'Our9;ex«l- 
Icot; ask fortheI.DMe,afilhDfthelake 
(gadus mustela): Weisaea Krsuti, 
Croix Blanche, clean] — a small vil' 
lage at the E. end of the lake, on a 
narrow ledge al the foot of the mouQ' 
tuna, reroArkable onlj tor ita beauti- 
ful situation and its vicinity to the 
GisabMih Fall, lie traieller ou^t 
not to quit Bitenz without ascending 
the ItotUiam, the highest point of 
the cluuD, running belund (N. of) 
Brienz, whldi commands a view 
nearly as fine u the Faulhorn. Essy 
o[ access, its top may be reached in 
about 3 hours by a stout walker, in 
5 by a mule, and in 6 by • chaise i 
poTteui. The upward path lies at first 
tbrougfa a region of &ie fbrest tree% 
chiefly beech, but including many 
osks; to these succeed larch, and 
above them one Ibinl of steep ascent 
over ■ bare and barren track. On 
the assent fine views are obtained 
through vistas in the fbrest of the 
lake of Brieiu. On the top a cio&t 
bos been lately built (1S40) which 
affords better accommodation than 
the Faulhom — a dinner and even a 
bed in tolerable oomfbrt. The sum- 
mit is higher than the Righi, and not 
■o high as the Faulhom. It takes 3 
hours to descend. The chief festoies 
of the Duv are, — S. the whole laiige 
of Bernese Alps, seen to great ad- 
vwtage in all their majesty, with 



a bngamuA tt Ihs lake of ^mum 
close under the mountain, and a peep 
of the lake of Thun in the gap abov* 
IntcrladuD. Bendss this, the vda 
of Meyringen from the lake of Britaa 
up nearly to the Grimael, the hka at 
Ssmen, with a noall lake that hmj' 
be sasD in the fbregronnd, — a e«t- 
sideisbEB part of the lake of LucenN^ 
the Bighi risiof; from il, and a 
bit of tbe lake of Zug, are viiibla, 
Pilate makes a prominent figure. 
The late of Constance also appean^ 
and a long strip of tbe lake of 
K euehiteL ■■ The view of the hi^ 
Alpi from the Rothhom ia not so 
fine as that from tht FauUuHu, bat 
that of the lower country is finer.' 
— J. D. 
Late 0/ Srietu, — Gietieth Falb. ', 
" An excellent Inn, H. Beltevue, baa 
been established about a mile ban 
BHenz, near tbe mouth 1^ the Aar f 
horses may be tired for 9 ft. to Iain- 
gem, 15 ft. to Luoeme ; a carriage 
to the Rdehenhach Fall or to Meyrin- 
geo, 1 2 &. A small Steonur runs 3 
times a day, in | hour, between it and 
Interlaoheo, touching at the Glesbaeli 
every trip."— W. C. T. It belongs 
to the innkeeper. This is a good 
place for buying carved wood ware; 

There la a very rough road along 
the N. shore of the lake; the guides 
with the horses may be sent round by 
it, and desired to meet the traYellera 
dose to the bridge at Interlaehen. 
It takea 36 minutes to row Crom 
Brienz to (he landing-place clow to 
the outlet of the Ciesbacb, *her« 
travellers begin to ascend the sta^ 
height leading to the FaUs. Tb^ 
are a succession of oascedes, leaping 
step by step irom the top of tb» 
mountain ; and, thoi^h in&rior ia 
height to tbe Beichenbach, surpass it 
in beauty, and in the adjuncts of a 
rich fbrest of fir, through tbe miibt 
of which they break their way. 
The Giesbach is one of the prettiest 
of watec&lls ; there is nothing wild 
about it, and tbe immediate contact 
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of green turf; knolls and dark woods, 
has the effect of a park seen 
poBBible to pass behind tht 
fall by means of a gallery coi 
beneath the shelving rock, from vhich 
it casts itself down ; and the effect of 
the landscape seen athwart this cm 
of water is singular. The cottage 
oppo^te the Falls is inhabited by 
sohoolmaster i£ BrieDi, whose fan 
and himself are celebrated as the I 
ohoristers of native airs in Swit: 



I childrel 






UTlcd 

-childrei 



but he is tr 



The concert, accompanied by the 
Alpine horn, with which trarellers 
are saluted on their departure, b very 
sweet. Good specimens of the Swiss 
manu&ctnre of carved wood may be 
purchased at the GJesbsch. There is 
a path from the Giesbach to the top 
of the Faulhom, a wait of nearly 
5 hours. The lake of Brienz is about 
8 miles long, neat the mouth of the 
(HeibBch, SOO feet deep ; but in the 
deepest part SIOO feet! lu surfkce 
ii 4 feet higher than the lake of 
Thun. 
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" A Tery difficult pass indeed, suited 
only to skilful mounlaineers, fond of 
aiplaring the High Alps. It may 
be accomplished in 14 or 15 hours. 
The path, OQ leaving Grindelwald, 
ascends rapidly on the L hand uf the 
lower glacier, and is practicable for 
horses for about 1 ^ hour ; it then be- 
comes very narrow, being a mere 
groove in the rock overhanging the 
glader. After ciosring two or three 
planks Iwd across some crevasses in 
the glader at the angle of a rock, we 
Teach the chalet of Stiereck, a short 
2 hours from Grindelwald. A few 
minntes beyond the pastures of the 
Stiereck, the mountains again close 






id the path mounti 
rapiaiy tor some distance, when the 

tinues for a time on tolerably level 
ground. At the extremity of this, it 
is necessary to get on the glacier; alter 
a few minutes ii is again necessary to 

ing rock, a matter of considerable diffi- 
culty and danger. This accomplished, 
the path ascends rapidly for nearly an 
hour, when some overhanging rooks 
are reached, which seem to be the 
established resting place. 8oon afler^ 
words the glacier is again reached, 
and all path terminates. From this 
point the view of Ihe Schreckbom, 
which rises immediately over you on 
the left, is truly magnificent. Con- 
tinuing along the glacier (which is 
here without crevasses, but difficult 
to walk on, on account of its Bteep 
slope from the left) and passing im- 
mediately below two lat«al glaciers, 
which almost overhang yon, a nearly 
precipitous wall of snow is reaebe^ 
forming the end of the vaUey. At 
this point you (urn to the left, and, 
ascending the glacier for a fcw hun- 
dred feet, reach a shady ridge of rocka 
rising very steeply, and at nght 
angles, to the former route. This is 
ascended for about 1 ^ hour, when ■ 
platform of snow is reached, across 
which, after another short, but steep 
ascent, the summit is gained in } an 
hour. The descent, which occupied 
us 2\ hours, need not occupy one> 
filth of that time, when there is an 
abundance of new snow ; but it was 
It the time In a very dangerous slate, 
on account of the thin coating of 
snow on the ice, which is inclined. at 
a very steep angle. In consequence, 
though the descent is not more than 
600 or 800 feet at the utmost, It oc< 
cupied us ej hours. 

" The summit of the Strahleck Is, 
indeed, the perfection of wild scenery. 
Vegetation there is none, save a few 
of the smallest gentianellas. Front 
the joot of the passage, the Absch- 
wung, where Fiofeisor Agassii's but 
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is situated, may be resched in I§ 
hour: tbence to the hospice of the 
Grimsel irill take a good walker 3 
houifl, a of them on the ice." — J. D. 
This pass »« croased by *n English 
lady in ■ chdse i porteuis in 1841. 



To the Hospice 6) stunden = 16 
£nglUb milea. 

Thence to Ober-GeWelen 3 itun- 
den ^ about 9 English mites. 

ObeisGeat«len to Brieg lOj stun- 
den = 35 English miles. 

A much frequented, but rather diC- 
ficult, bridle. paCfa. It is a good day's 
journey of S hours to reseh the Hos- 
pice from Meyrmgen, though a stout 
pedeiliian might push on in one day 
^ther to Obei-Gestelen, or BCrDas the 
Furca to Hospital. 

It a one of the grandest and most 
interesting passes across the Alps- 
Above Meyriagen (p. S5. ) the vale 
of Hssli contracts, and in about 3 
xniles is crossed by a mound or hill 
of considerable hdght, called the 
Kirchet, which appears at one time 
to bare dammed up the waters of the 
Aar. At present they force their 
way through • singularly narrow 
rent, whi(£ eleavei the eminence 
froDl top to bottom. The path, 
quitting for a abort time the Bide 
of the river, mounts this steep in 
ligiags, and then descends through 
a forest, into the retired green valley 
of Upper Hasli, which is in the 
fbrm of a basin, surrounded by hills, 
and was once probably a lake. Two 
valleys open out into it ; on the W. 
that of Urbach, on the E. that of 
Oadmen, up which runs the path 
leading by the pass of the Susten 
(Route 33.) to Wasen. On the rt. 
lies the village Im- Grund, and, cross- 
ing the Aar, another village, called 
Im-3of, situated between it and the 
Cadmen river, is passed. From Im 



Hof a path branches olTto Engelbetg 
over the Joeb pats ( Route 33. ) An- 
other ravine is succeeded by a leeaiid 
enlargement of tbe valley called Im- 
Boden. Higher up is ■' tiie amall and 
lonely village" of 

contuning good beds ; but the bat 
place Ibr a mid. day halt to rest tbe 
mules is the chalet of 

IJTheHandek.about labour's walk 
beyond Outtanen. It can fiimish a 
bed upon an emergeocy, and tolerable 
provisions, good coSee, tie. It standa 
at the distance of a few yards from 
the FbSi of the Aar, perhaps the finest 
cataract in Switzerland, from 'ita 
height (more than 200 feet), the 
quantity and rush of water, tbe gloom 
is the gorge into which it predpitatea 
itself, and the wild character of the 
rocky solitude around it. It is also 
remarkably easy of access, so that tbe 
traveUer may forni a fidl estimate oC 
its grandeur; surveying it, first, from 
below, through the vista of blaek 
rocks into which it plunges, and after- 
wards from above, stretching bis aeck 
over the brow of the precipice from 
which the river takes its leap, and 
watching it (if his nerves be steady) 
till it is lost in tbe spray of the dark 

The viev from this point, not more 
than 5 or 6 feet above the fall, which 
few will hesitate to call the best, is 
exceedingly impressive and stimu- 
lating. So plentilul is the rush of 
water that it reaches more than lialf 
way down in one unbroken glany 
sheet before it is tossed into whita 
foam ; and, what adds to its beauty, 
is, that another stream (the Erlen- 
bach), pouring in from tbe right at 
[his very spot, takes precisely the 
same leap, mingling its tributary w»> 
Iway with &e more powerful 



OOIUDII 



if the 



Tbe dark forest of fir tbiongb 
which the route has wound for a con- 
siderable distance, now dwindles away 
into a few dwarf bushes, and diaap. 
pears entirely a little above Hondek, 
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II of rank gnii, rhododeadroD, and 
uehen ; and ercn this partial oarer' 
{■g diuppean prenuturelj, in some 
[daoei being abnuded and peeled off. 
There is ■ spot about 2 miles aboTS 
Huidek, called HVBenpIatte, where the 
path BTosses the bed of an ancient 

tending thus far down the lalley, has 
ground smooth and polished by its 
weight and fticlion, the surface of the 
di^ng and convex granite rock, leav- 
ll^, here and there upon the surface, 
grooves, or furrows, which may be 
sompared to the scratches made b; a 
diamoDd upon glass. This polished 
rock extends fin- a space of nearly a 
quarter of a mile. It is prudent 
to dinnouDt here, and cross this 
bad bit of road oa foot, unce tbe 
path runs by the edge of the pre- 
cipice, and the rai&ce of tbe rook, 
fluiugh chiselled into grooTea, to 
SBcmv a footing for the horsest is 
very slippery. A single BUk step 
mi^t be &tBl to man and beast, pre- 
eipitatiiig both into tbe gu)pb below : 
and the slight wooden rail, which is 
swept away almost every winter. 



little 



prolei 



Hie valley of the Aar, up which the 
narrow path is carried, looks stem 
and forbidding from its sterility, and 
t^ threatening (Jifis of granite which 
overhang iL The Aor is crossed 
■ereral dmes by dizzy bridges of a 
-dugle aroh, farmed of granite slabs 
without a panipet. There is but ooe 
faoman halntation between Handek 
and the Hospice, the miserable chalet 
of tbe Raterishodeo, or Hoderichs. 

more into a basin~shaped hollow, 
probably once • lake bed, with a 
manhy bottom, aEEuding scanty her- 
bage for a lew goats. A little above 
this the path quits the Ai, which 
liwa in the Aor-glader, about a mile 
hitler up on the rt., and asoending a 
^«), strewed witb shattered rocks, 

8 The Hornet of At Grimitl, an itm 



of the rudest kind, ortginally'dc^gBed 
to shelter thi>se who travel feun. 
necesntj, and afford a gratuitous aid 
to tbe poor ; but now duly occupied 
during the summer monlfas by tr*< 
vellers for pleasure, someUntes to 
number of 8D or 90 at once, who 
for their accommodation as in 
any other inn, and st down at a 
table d'hote usually about 7 o'clock 
in the evening : the fare is plwn, not 
delicate, but tbe charges are not 
high. It is a massy building of rough 
masonry, designed to resist a weight 
of snow, and wi^ few windows to 
admit the oold. It Mntains about 
40 beds, and affords sucb homely fare 
as may reasonably be expected in a. 
spot more tbao 7000 foet above tbe 
sea, and removed by many miles from 
any other human dweUing. It ia 
occupied by the innkeeper, wbo 
rents it from March to November. 
Ones« 



house, witt 






e of bis 



t provBioD to 



and two dogs, to detect the approach 
of wanderers, for even in the depth of 
winter tbe hotpice is reeoited to hj- 
traders from Hasli and the Vallaij; 
who exchange the cheese of the one 
vall(7 for the wine and spirits of th« 
oUier. Ita ntuation is a* dresrj 
as can be conceived in e rocky hollow, 
about 1000 f^et below the summit 
of the pass, surrounded by soaring 
peaks and steep precipices. Ilitf 
rocks around are bare and broken, 
scarcely varied by patches of snoir, 
which nevMT melt even in summer, 
and by strips of grass and green moss, 
which shoot up between the crevice^ 
and are eagerly browssd by a flock 
of goats. A COTuiderable supply of 
peat is dug from a bog within a ftw 
yards of the door. In the bottom of 
this naked liasin, close to the houae, 
is a black tarn, or lake, in which bo 
fish live. Although entirely covered 
with deep snow in winter, it is said 
never to be fkiKn, as it is suptilied 
from a warm spring. Beyond it lies a 
small pasturage, capable t^suppordng. 
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for U month or tva, the com belonging 
to the hospice, and the BerrantB cron 
the lake tvice a-daj, in a boat, to 
milk them. It U a landscape worth; 
cf Spitibergea or Nuoid Zembla. 
This wilderness is tbe haunt of the 
marmot, vbose shrill vliistle fn- 
qnently breaks tbe solitude; and the 
Jamais, become rare of late, still 
frequentB the neighbouring glaciers ; 
both animals contribute at times to 
repteaish the larder of the Hospice. 

On tbe SSnd March, 1838, the 
Hospice was OTerwbelmcd and crushed 
b; an avalanche, which broke through 
tbe roof and floor, and filled all the 
rooms but that occupied by tbe ser- 
TBnt, who succeeded with cUScully 
in working bis way out through the 
snow, aloDgwith his dog, aud reached 
lUeyringeD in safety. The evening 
before, tbe man bad beard a myste- 
TiDiiB sound, known to the peasants 
of the Alps and believed by them, to 
be tbe warning of some disaster i it 
appeared so like a human voice that 
the man supposed it might be some 
<8ie in disCreai, and went out with his 
dog to seoich, but was stopped by 
the snow. The next motning the 
Bouod waa again heard, sod then 
oame the ctash of the felling aia- 
laaobe. Hie Uoaplee has since been 
rebuilt and enUrged. 

During the campaign of 1799 the 
Austriaos actually encamped for some 
time upon the tc^ of the Grimsel, 
and during their stay gutted the 
Bos)Hce, using every morsel of Wood- 
work for fuel. Every attempt of the 
French General Lecourbe to dis- 
lodge them had &iled, when a pea- 
Mnt of Guttonen, named Nageli, 
ofiered to conduct a detachment by a 
oircuitous path, known onjy to himself, 
to the rear of the Austrian position, 
on conditioa that tbe motmtain he 
wm about to cross should be given to 
bim Bi his reward. This being 
(greed to, a party, commanded by 
General Gudin,led by Nageli over tbe 
IXdtiborn and the glaciers of Ghel- 
taan, fell upon tbe Aiuliiuis una- 



won^ ftom a pmnt above that wUdt 
they occupied. They were isiaiiL 
with a panic and fled at once ; naif 
in the direction of the glacier of AaTt 
wh«e escape was hopeless, and tboia 
who were not shot by the Freueh, 
perished in the rents and chasms; 
where human bones, rusty arms, and 
tattered olotbes are even now met 
with, and altest their miserable &te. 
The guide of the French didnot pro- 
fit by his barren mountain, retnain> 
ing OS poor as befi^re he became po^ 
seraed of it, but it has sbioe been 
called after bim, Nitgcli's Criitli. 

The source of tbe Aar lies in twa 
enormous glaciers, the 06er and 
Unttr-Aar-aieUiAtT, to the W. of 
the Hospice. The Unter-Aar gla- 
cier is the best worth visiting, and 
the lower extremity of the ice may be 
reached in 40 minutes from the 



face. It is about 18 miles long, 
and from 2 to 4 broad. Out of the 
midst of it rises the Finster-Aai. 
horn ; the Schreckhom is also con- 
spicuous. A path hts been mada 
by which it is accenible even on 
horseback. These Aar glaciers an> 
among the mostinlerestingin Switm. 
land far those who would study Ihd 
naCinal history of those singular na- 
tural phenomena, their progression, 
moraines, he. (§ 17.) I4 

Tbey ore acceaaible widiout danger 
and with little diffleulty, and ttaa 
scenery around is sublime in tfaa 
extreme. A visit to them ought on 
no account to be omitted. Tbe line of 
junction of t.ie two glaciers of the 
Upper and Lewer Aar is marked by 
a high and broad ridge of ice, oo. 
vered with fragments of rooks, tba 
combined moraine fi-om the 2 glaciers. 
It rises in some places to a height of 
soft., and resembles an artificial 
causeway or pier. The progresuva 
annual march of the glacier is marked 
by the present situation of a rude hut 
now in rtiin^ built by M. Hugi in 
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1B27, at the foot of the rock An 
Michmmg, the last projecting pro- 
moatory separating the 2 giscien, 
—'---'- - '"'O.hadadvanofd 4600ft. 



Urge 






ItSBi 



marked bj 

granite block of white colour, 
takes about 41^ hours, of which 3 are 
on the ice, to reach this hut, and 3 to 
Teturu. On this glacier M. Agassiz of 
NeucbStel has erected a rude cabin of 
dry stones, junder a block 'of mica 
' ' t, known aa Hotel des Neiichs- 



telois. 



nd hen 



stigatiOQs 






The best panorama of the Grimnel 
and the neighbouring peaks and 
glaciers may be seen from the lop of 
the Seiile/horn, a mountain on the rt. 
of the path leading to Brieg and the 
FuTca ; its summit may be reached in 
S boura from the Hospice : it is S634 
&et above the aea-lerel. 

The summit at the pasa of the 
GrimBel (8400 feet above the sea) is 
2 miles ftom the Hospice — a steep 
path, marked only b; tall poles stuck 
into the rock to guide the wayikrer, 
leads up to it. On the crest lies 
another small lake, called Todlen 
See, or Lake of the Dead, because 
the bodies of those who perished on 
the pass were thrown into it b; way 
of burial. Along the crest of the 

tweea Berne and the Vallais. and here 
the path divides — that on the 1. side 
of the lake leads by the Meyenwand 
to the glacier of the Rhone (distant 
mbout S miles), and to the Pass of the 
Furca ( Route SO) ; that on the rt. of 
it goes to Ober- Gestelen, but it would 
be worth tbe while of the iraveller 
bound thither, to make 'a detour of 
about 6 miles by the l! hand path 
to visit the glacier and source of the 
Rhone. By the direct roadj it is a 
walk of 6 miles from the sutnmil of 
the Grimsel to 

3 Ober-Gestelen (Fr., Haul Cha. 



tillon). The inn, kept by Bertha, 
used (o be B decent house. This is 
the highest village but one (Ober. 
wald being the highest) in the Upper 
Vallua, and is 4360 feet above tbe 
sea-level. It is ntuated on tbe rt. 
bank of the Rhone, about 8 miles be- 
low its source in the glacier. It is 
the depot for the cheese transported 
out of canton Berne into Italy, and la 
a place of some traffic, as it lies at 
the junction of the three hridle-roads 
over the Grimsel, the Furis, and the 
Griea (Route 29). 

In 1700, 64 men were killed here 
by an avalanche. 

The descent of the Upper Vallais to 
Brieg, a distance of 35 miles, is tome 
and uninteresting above Niedetwald, 
below which, especially about Viesch, 
its scenery is singularly beauti^l. 
The road runs along the rt bank of 
the Rhone. For a part of the vray 
It is ptacticable fbr chars, and wiQ 
be finished, it is siud, oS tiu way, in 
2 or 3 years. (?) Opposite the village 
of Ulrichen, the valley of Eginen 
opens out — up it runs the path lead- 
ing over the Gries and the Nu&nen 
(Route 35). 

The Upper Vallais (Ober-Wallia) 
is very populous, and numerous un- 
important villages are passed in rapid 
succession. One of the largest is 

Mlinsler, containing about 400 in. 
habitanta, and a very good inn, I* 
Croii. The natives of the Upper 
Vallaja are a distinct and apparently 
superior race to those of the Lower, 
The language is German. The Ro- 
mans never penetrated into the higher 
part of the Rhone valley. 

4 VJescb lies at the entrance of a 
side valley, blocked up at its upper 
eitremity by a glacier, above which 
rise the peaks called Viescher-Hiimer. 
There exists a tradition, that a path 
once led up this valley to Grin- 
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modatiou may be had '. a 
worth white to pass a night 
other, to sxcend the Kchighorn. This 
ia an insulated point, commanding s 
tuperb view of the S. aide of the 
Bemese Alps, end of the moun- 
tains of the Valais, from the Fur 
to the Matterhom, and I belie 
■till further, even to Mont BIbi 
Immedialelj below, at the bottom of 
one branch of the great glacier " 
Aletfichf ia a small lake, of deep cei' 
lesn blue, ttudded with floating ic 
berga — a most picturesque and d. 
gular feature in the scene. Horses a 
little tised at Viesch, and the travell 
must not depend on finding then 
we were told that ours were the fii 
which had mounted. The ascent 
br a aledge-patb, yer; steep, through 
pine ibresCs, for 2 hours; another 
liour to the highest chalet, where we 
left the horses; then 1 hour 30 mi- 
nutes to the ridge of the mouotain, 
where we left the ladies i then 45 
minutes stitT climbing to the summit 
of the Horn, a sharp pile of huge 
atones, heaped together, it is hard 
to goeis how. The Finsteraarhom, 
though nearer, looks less imposiug 
than from the Faulhom. This is a 
new expedition, just beginning to be 
known, and is a fatiguing day tor 
ladies : fbw would attempt to climb 
the boru; and, indeed, the view is 
not so greatly superior to that from 
the lower ridge as to make it essen- 
tial to incur the additional fatigue. 
Those of our party were said to have 
been the Hrst who ascended; tiiey 
descended from the chalet on a cheese 
sledge, fitted up for the occasion, 
with a cu^on, &c., wiih great ease, 
r^iidlty, and satlsfacliou. Descent 
from horn to chalet, 50 minutes, quick ; 
thence to Viesch, nearS hours 30 mi- 
nutes. About 8} hours going ;il would 
be done quicker on foot." — ^. T. M. 

Opposite to Viesch, a pa^s, ap- 
parently of no particular beauty, leads 
into the Val Formazia. 

From Lax to Brieg the char-road 



The stream of the Massa, dcK^nd- 
ing from the W., is supplied by the 
great glacier of Aletsch, a branch <d 
that Test eipanse of ice which ex- 
tends to Grindelwald in canti^ 
Berne (§ 17). 

3) Naters, a tillage of 600 inha- 
bitants, lies in a beautiful situation and 
in a mitdet climate, where the ehert> 
nut begins to^ flourish. Above it 
rises the ruined castle of Flub, oi 
Saia (Supersai;^ 

A wooden bridge leads across the 
Rhonato 

i Britg, at the foot of the Simploti 
(Route 59). 



About 14 stunden ^ 46 Eng. miles, 
A mule .path, not dangerous, though 
it crosses a glacier, but difficult and 
very fctiguing. A guide should be 
taken 'over the Col. The traveller 
who follows it will be rewarded by 
the scenes of wildness and grandeur 
of the Val Antigorio and Formaua, 
whteh " are nowhere eicceded among 
the Alps." On the Italian side of 
the Pass at Crodo and Premia there 
are bdraahle inns, and from either <d' 
these places it is easy to go in ou« 
day across the pass of the Val Tosa 
mto canton Tessin. Tlie passage of 
the Cries requires a long summer^ 
day, as, notwithstanding the appa- 
rently short distance on the map, the 
walk up the valley from Crodo to Foi- 
mazza (Wald) requires full 6 bours, 
and thence to Ober-Gcstelcn S hours, 
Below Ober-Gestelen (page 92) a 
bridge leads serosa the Rhone, and 
the path follows the 1. bank as far aa 
tlie village Im Loch, whera It turn* 
to the 1., and begins to ascend the 
Eginenlhal, crossing the stream of the 
Eginen above a pretty cascade 80 feet 



high, ' 



h it forma. A bard climb 
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termiiiBtei in the l-ago Maggiore. 
Beyond the hamlet the path ctdsns 
to the 1. bsok of the stream, and, de- 
■cending the fborth steep decliTtt^, 
arrivei at tbe FaUi of the Tom, the 
approach to vhich has for some time 
pteiiously been proclaimed by tbe 



of about 3 houTs, first througb larch- 

■nd finally over a little plain of green 
meadow, dotted with the chalets of 
Egina, brings the traveller to the foot 
of the final and most difiicult ascent. 
Kear thi« point apath, striking off on 
the L, Itadfi over the pass of the Nii- 
fineo (Route 35) to Airolo. Here 
Y^eution ceases, snow appears first 
in patches, and at laat the glacier 
blocks up the termination of the Tal- 
Uj. It takes about W minutes to 
cross it. The direction of the path 
OTcr it js marked by poles stock up- 
light in the ice. Along the crest of 
the mountain runs the frontier line 
separating Switzerland from Sardinia. 
The summit of the paaa is 790O feet 

" Bare and scatbcd rocks rose on 
either side in terrible grandeur out of 
the glaciers to an Immense height. 
The silence of the place added greatly 
to its sublimity ; and I saw, in thi 
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]arge eagles of tbe Alps, tbe Lam. 
mergeyer, which was whirling its 
flight round a mountain-peak, and 
increased the deep emotion excited 
tiy die solitude of the ■cene."—£nK- 

In clear weather a magoiBcenl 
liew presents itself from this point i^ 
the chain of Bernese Alps. The de- 
Kent on the Sardinian sideof Uie pass 
(as nsual among the Alps) is steeper 
than that on the N. ; it is alio more 
difficult. The upper part of the 
Piedmonlese valley of FonnaZEa, or 
IVntval, presents four distinct staffs 
or platforms, separated by steep steps 
or dips from each other. Hie first is 
ealled Bettelmatt; the second, Morast 
(morass), on whiah the miserable 
group of chalets, called Kehrbachi 
(the highest winter habitations), are 
tftuated; the third, is Aufder Fratt, 
vith another hamlet of chalets, and 
i{ small chapel. Before reaching it, 
the iraseller fells in with the river 
Toccio, or Tosa. which rises in the 
wppor extremity of the nlley, and 



ismg t. 



of the 



one of the most remarkable cataracts 
among the Alps, less on account of 
its form than lor its vast volume of 
water, In which it is surpassed ot^y 
by that of tbe Schaffhausen. It doee 
not descend in one leap, but in a sue- 






rupted mass of white ibam 
of perhaps ItXXlfeet, while tl 
perpendicular descent is not much 
less 'than £00. Seen &om below, it 
has a triangular appearance ; above, 
not more than 80 feet wide, and ex- 
panding gradually towards the bot- 
tom. It is the only Swiss Hill com- 
bining great height with a large body 

S miles below the Falls is the vil- 
lage of Frutval, situated on the 4th 
plateau, affording accommodation of 
the moit wretched kind. Two miles 
&rtber is the village of Watd. The 
inhabitants of the upper part of the 
Talley, as &r as Foppiano, are of 
German descent, spelling that lanl- 
guage ; and, according to tradition (?'), 
descendants of a colony Irom the Ent- 
lebucb. Owing to this intermixture 
of langusges, almost all tbe villagee 
have a German as well as Italian 
name. Wald, or Fonnazza, is about 
33 miles from Ober.Gestelen. 

The lower part of tbe vale c^ the 
Tosa abounds in exquisite aeeatry. 
The Gorge of Foppiano (Germ. 
Unter-Stalden), 5 miles below Fort, 
masia is particularly grand. Lower 
down it expands, and displays all the 
softer beauties of high cultivation, 
luxuriant regetatioD, and thick popu- 
latioo.. Below the village called Pre- 
mia, where there is a tolerable inn, B 
stream descending from the W. j<una 
the Tosa, and the valley diaogea its 
name into Val Antigorio- 
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" The UTBge grandeur of the'Va] 
Fonnaaa, down vhich the mer takes 
its passage, and the deiicioiu rcgioD 
through which it rolls in the Vsl 
Antigorio, cannot be painted ia too 
glowing colours. In these high val- 
lejs, fully exposed lo the power of 
the Eummer sun, there is truly' a 
* blending of all beaDtiea.' The vine, 
the fig, and the broad-leafed chest- 
nut, and other ptoo& of the luxuri- 
ance of the soil of Italy, present 
themselves everywhere to the eye, 
iutenoixed with the grey blocks rest- 
ing on the Sanks and at the feet of 
the high granite ridge, out of whose 
recesses you have not as yet escaped. 
Instead of the weather-staiucd and 
nmple bsluUtiDn of Che hardy Val- 
laisan, sheltered by the bleak belt of 
Airest, upon which alone I had 
glanced yesterday, I now saw, on the 
soathern declivity of the same range, 
the substantial Italian structure, with 
its regular outline, and simple yet 
beautiful proportion, and the villa, 
the handsome church, or the stone 
cottage, surrounded by its girdle of 
vines — the vine, not in its stifi* and 
unpictutesque Swiss or Bhenish 
dress, but the truevineof Italy and of 
poetry, flinging its pliant and luxuri- 
ant branches over the rustic veranda, 
or twining its long garland trom tree 

This chamiing valley is the chosen 
retreat of numerous retired eitiiens, 
cuch as bankets, jewellers, &c., who 
have built themselves villas in it. 
The miea-alale rocks occurring near 
Fremia and San Michele, are stuck 
sa fiill of red garnets as a pudding ia 
with plums. 

At Crodo there is a good inn, and 
A Sardinian Custom-house. 

From Crodo or Fremia a pass leads 
into the Val Bedtetto ; it presents no 
great diffioultiis in fine weather, ex- 
cept that the path il so bintly marked 
as to be scarcely diidngui^ed from 
the numerous tracks of caUle. It de- 
aeenda on Hospital ai Aequa (see 
IL 3$.),, S hours' walk above Airolo, 



where ■ chalet oObrds a bed and 
tolerable minestra. — J.B, 
■ The road below Croda cMsass 
the river twice before it readiei San 
Marco, and about two miles fkrtfaer 
enters the Snapbn rooi^ at the loftj^ 
and beautiful bridge of Crevola, near 
the junction of the Vedro with the 
Tosa (Route 59). 

3 miles farlber oa lies Damo cTOt- 



About T stunden — 33 Eng. miles. 

A bridle-path, by no means dao- 
gerouiv and not very difficult, eicept- 
ing the part between the aununitoftbe 
Grimsel and the glaeier of the Rhone, 
which it ia better to cross on foot 
than on horseback. The distanee 
from the Hospice of the Critniel to 
the gbfier of the Rhone ia about 5 
miles. On reaching the sumniit Of 
the pass (p. 93.),the path leaves on the 
rt. hand the gloomy little lake of the 
Dead, and skirting along the brink 
of a precipitous olapet called the 
Meyenwand, descends very rapidly. 
This portion of the road is the woiit 
of the whole, being very steep, slip- 
pery, and muddy, m consequence of 
the melting anow, which generally 



I 

soon brings the traveler in right itf 
the glacier, though at a considerable 
depth below him. On attuning the 
bottom of the valley, be will find a 
rustic An, affording very fiur accom- 
modation both for eating and sleep- 
ing, good provisions and clean bed& 
About \ mile above it the Rhone 
issues out to day at the fbot of tfaa 
Rhma Glacier, one of the grandelt 
in Switzerland, fit cradle for so mighty 
a stream. It fills the head ctf the 
valley from side to aide, and appean 
filed up against the ahoulder of tile 
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convent of ease herei in which th 



e Rhone 
of ice, is about 5400 ft. 
Bbofethoaea. If you pursue ■ tract up 
the W. side, or It. bank of the glacier, 
you come suddenly upon fl very fine 
WRterfall, rushing forth from the sum- 
mit of the glacier, and dashing with. 
out a break into an icy cavern about 
150 ft. below, sending forth clouiis of 
freeiing spray. This large body of 
water after forming a passage for 
itself under the glacier, issues forth 



.__jithe. 

Ths path leading 



Fork, bi 



a the E. side of the val- 



i Talloy of green pa&- 
mmit of the pass, or 
.wo raountain peaks, 



r the Cross which 
boundary of the cantons o 
lais and of Uri, there is i 
riew of the Bernese Chaii 



s peaks. The top of the 
never altogether free from 
ere is no plain or level sur- 
The descent commences 
is crossed into the 



valley of the Sidli Alp, whici 
tanduDxni 






The! 



mutt pick hi _, 
among a multitude of deep holes, cui 
by the feet of mules and cattle. Ex- 
cept a few scattered chalets, no humar 
habitation occurs between the chalei 
of the Rhone Glac 



St. Gothard (Route 34). 



13j stunden ^ 4, 

There is a good 
Engelbergj thence ti 
the pass, a hoise path. 

Stanzstadt, the landing-pli 



£ng. miles. 
fiar-road as &r 
Altorf, «cr 



those 



r from 



^ of the 

lake, immediately opposite Winkel 
(p. 59), under the Hotiberg, whose 






,t_(se. 






p. 59). Stanzstadl is dis. 
bv ils tall watch-towers^ 
In 1315, a Uttle 
before the battle of Morgarten, a vessel 
laden with Austrian partisans was 
crushed and swamped by a miUslone 
hurled from the top of this lower. 
An avenue of walnut trees leads, in 
H miles, to Stanz. 

Travellers coming from BninneD, 
or from the E. end of the lake of Lu- 
illage at the 



tiaer-Hor; 

con furnish chan 



bot of the Buoc 
lo good inn, but 
lorses. Like 81 
trojed by the F 



Stani. /nK..- Krone (Crown) i 
Engel ( Angel). Capiul of the tower 
division (Nidwalden) of canton Un- 
terwaldcn, contains ISOO inhabitants. 
It was in the RalAhaus of Stanz that 
Ifac venerable Swiss worthy Nicola! 
Von der Flue appeased the burning 
dissensions ^k the confederates, in 
H81, by his wise and soothing comh 
cils. In the existing building there 
a (? daub) representing 



handet of Realp, where refrediments | bim taking leave of his bniily. In 
may be obtained from the Capuchin the market-placi ' • ■ u 

monks, who have a small chapel and of Winkeliied, s 
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forced Iheir waj into the very hesrt 
of the country. In iheit despur the 
here, but it seems modeni, or, at | people ruBhfd on them with Tery in- 
ferior arms. Whole familieg p«ri«hed 
together ; no quBiter wai gWen on 
either side. Eighteen young women 
were found unong the dead, side by 
side, with their fathers and brothers, 
near theehapelofWinkelried. Siity- 
three persons who had taken shelter 
in the cbureh of Slani were sUugh- 
tered there, vitb the priest at the 
alter. Every house in the open coun- 
try, in all 600, was burnt down; 
Suns itself excepted, which was Mved 
by the humanity of a c\tf dt brigade. 
The inhabitants who aorylyed this 



modernised. The field on 
wMch It stands is called in old rei- 
cotds " the meadow of Winkelried's 
cluldren." On the outer walls of the 
bonehouse, attached to the bmidsome 
i^irisA Church, is ■ tablet to the me- 
mory of the unfortunate people of 
Nidwalden (366 in number, 'ioclud- 
ing 102 women and 35 children) who 
were massacred in defending their 
homes by the French, in September, 
IT9B. In that year this din^ion of 
the canton was the only part of 
Switierland which refused the new 
eonstilulLoD tyrannically imposed on 
it by the French republic. The an- 
cnent spirit of Swiss independence, 
Guined and excited by the cihort- 
ations of the priests (which in this 
instance must he termed fanatic, — 
as all resistance was hopeless and 
useless), stirred up Ibis ill-fated com- 
munity to engage an army ten times 
greater than any force (hey could 
oppose to it. and consisting of veteran 

and more powerful cantons hud 
yielded, almost without a struggle, 
the brave but misguided men of Un- 
terwalden and Scbwjtz afforded the 
solitary proof that Stviss bniiery and 
lore trf freedom was not eitinot in 
(he land of Tell. Their desperate 
-resistance, however, served only to 
inflame the fury of their foes. 

After a vain attempt made by the 
Frendx to starve the Unterwaldeners 
into submission, •' on ijie 3rd of Sep- 
tember, 1798, General Schauenberg, 
the French commander, directed a 
general attack to be made, by means 
of boats from Lucerne, as well as by 
the Oberlaod. Repulsed with great 
spirit by the inhabitants, only 3000 
strong, tlie attack was renewed every 
day from the 3rd to the 9th of Sep- 
tember. On this last day, towaida 
two in the afternoon, new reinforce- 
ments having penetrated by the land 
ude, with Geld pieces, the invaders 
Sviti. 



, the 



bsistens^ 
would have died during the ensuing 
winter if they had not received timely 
assistance from the other cantons, 
from Germany and England, and 
from the French army itself, after its 
first fury was abated." — Sitaimd. 

The attack upon SUnittad was con- 
ducted by the celebrated General 



Foy,a 



ivards s 



The disUnce from Stana to Engel- 
berg is about 13 miles. The road 
follows the courseof the Aar upwards, 
gradually ascending, and pas^g 
Wolfenschiesa with its ruined castle, 

inn. Beyond this the valley con- 
tracts. The road is carried up a sleep 
ascent nearly 6 miles long, traieising 
thick woods, amidst scenery of the 
highest sublimit;. In the midst of 
it, in the depth of the valley, lies the 
village and Abbey of Engtlberg — 
(/nnt: Engel. good and clean ; 
Riissli)— 3220 feel above the sea, 
Tt is hemmed in on all sides by lofly 
mountains lopped with snow, and 
based by precipices, from which, in 
winter time, and in spring, numerous 
avalanches are precipitated. At their 
base, upon a verdant slc^, contrast- 
ing agreeably with lock and snow, 



i Abbey rues eon- 
^ieuous *mong Ihe ordiaary babita- 
tiona frf' the Tillage. It waa founded 
in 1 130, and received from Pope Ca- 
lixtua II. tbe naine_ of Mont Ange- 
iOTtnn, from a tradidon tbat tbe site 
of the building was fiied by angels — 



middle 



A holy III 



at where Pietr AouW 
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" Two passes lead firim Eagelberg 
into tbe head of Ihe Melchthal, Eha 
JSrAIi, lomewbat difficult, and tbe 
Slartgg shorter, less bigh, and more 
frequented. Tbe psib, however, is 
indifferent and ill-defined in placet. 
It leaves the small lake, called Luter 
See, on tbe rt., and ascends tbe L 
band mountain ; 6 hours are required 
from Engclberg to Sachslen." — J. D. 

From Engelberg to Altorf, by the 
Pass of the Sarentn, is a walk of 8 
hours, about SO miles. The foot. 
path reaches, ailer about 3 miles, tHe 
dair; belonging to the conieot, called 
Herrenreuti, where good cheese is 
made ; 50 cows are attached to it ; 
tbe pastures ore relresbed by more 
tlian 20 springs rising upon them. 
From the steep sides of the HabDen- 
berg, DO tbe N.E., a beaotifol water- 
fall hursts forth, called Datscbbaoh. 
Tbe path now winds round the base 
of a projecting mountain, beyond 
which the valley maltes a bend in a 
N.E. direction, and, following tho 
CDiirse of tbe Aar for about 6 miles, 
crosses it, and then turns nearly due 
E. The Slierenbach, the principal 
feeder of that stream, is now sestl 
descending in a pretty cascade into 
the deep abyss. Half an hour's walk 
below the summit stand a few cbaleU, 
and beyond them the traveller has to 
make his way across a field of perpe- 
tual snow, to tbe summit of tbe paea, 

than 5 ft. wide, between the Blakeo- 
stock on tbe I. and the Schlonberg on 
the rt,, 7486 ft. above the sea. Dur- 
ing tbe greater part of the asoent (he 
Titlis thiaea forth on object of the 
greatest magnificence, and a long line 
of peaks and glaciers extend from 
it uninterruptedly to the Sureoen. 
Another view now opens out on the 
opposite side into the valleys of Ma- 
deran and Schachen, and is bounded 
in the extreme distance by the snowy 
topof theGtamish in cantoo Glaru*. 
On tbe side of the Surcnen, lying 
within the limits of canton Uri, the 
BurfiKe of snow to be crossed ii 



Having been three times destroyed 
by fire, the existing edifice is not 
older than tbe middle of tbe last 
century. " The architecture is un- 
impressive, but the situation is wor- 
thy of the honours which tbe ima- 
gination of Che mountaineers has 
conferred upon it." The convent is 
independent of any bishop or sove- 
reign but the Pope faimseir, or bis 

siderable, were seriously diminished 
by tbe French, but it still possesses 
valuable alpine pastures, and the 
cheeses produced on them are stored 
in an adjacent warehouse. It con- 
tuns, at present, only 1 9 brothers ; it 
has a large Church and a Lihiary of 
some value ; the roof of tbe ^art- 
meat in which it is placed has been 
oracled by an earthquake. Travellers 
are received and entertained in the 
convent — those of the poorer classes 
gratuitously. 

The Titlis the chief of the moun- 

Eolitude, rises on the S. of tbe con- 
vent to a height of 7530 it. above the 
valley, and l\,^\ift. above the sea- 
lerel. Its principal peak, the NoUen, 
composed of limestone, is said to he 
visible (?) from Strasburg : it is fre- 

Juently ascended, and without danger, 
t is covered with glaciers, 175 feet 
thick, Irom which numerous ava- 
lauches bill In qiring, with a roar 
like tbjnder. 

The Patt of the Jack (see Route 
33) leads from Engelberg to Mey* 
ringen in 8J to 9 hours. 
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greslar, anil tbe deiwent !s steeper. 
GiVaTening the snow, and a desolate 
tract cohered with broten locka be- 
yond, the chalets of Wnlclaacbt sie 
pmed ; and then, hy the frightful 
govgo of Boghy, the path is con- 
ducted into tbe Ttilley of the Reuss, 
fin-king off on tbe rt. to Erstfeld, tor 
those vho v'ub to ascend the St 
Ootiiard — and on the 1. to Altiag- 
bsQKn, for those who are boand to 
Altorf. 

In 179% a dinaioa of the French 
-MTtnj, under Leeoutbe, crosied this 
pan with cannon to attack the Aus- 
.tnana in the valley of the Reuss, but 
^rare soon driven back the same way 



AUorf. (See Route 34, p. 1( 



11 stuDdeii=S6J Engliab miles. 

In I8II, when the ValUis was 
added by KapoleoD to the French 
empire, a char-road waa conatnicted 
froia Meytingen to Stein, and on (he 
aie of canton Uri, fi-om Waien to 
Fernitigen, to enable the inbabitanta 
of canton Berne to convey their pro- 
duce into Italy through tbe Swias 
tattitory ; but now that circum- 
Stancea are altered, it has Mien out 
of repair in many places, and can 
only be regarded as a bridle-path. It 
is a very fine pam. The vord Suit 



3 loU o 



Tbo« 



*of tfc 



is followed Itom Meyringen as br as 
Im-Hof ('p. 89. ), where, quitting the 
nds of tbe Aar, the path follows the 
course of the Gadmen, ascending the 
*alley called, at its lower eitreinlty, 
Mnhli-thal, bighei up Nessel-thalj 
and beyond the village of 

4] Gadmen, GodmenthaL This 
villi^e contains f 50 inhabitants. The 
ion, a very sorry one, is at Obermatt, 
1 of a mile higher up. The char- 
toad was not carried further than tbe 



alets of Stein, and a portion of it 
IS destroyed a fev years ago by the 
ddcn advance of the gldcicr of 
ein, which was originally a mile 



valley o, 



ding i 
The appearance' of 

sumes a tan snape at its termination. 
A steep ascent of 1} hour brings the 
traveller to the top of the Susten 
Pass, 6980 fcet above the level of the 
Mediterranean. The view is very 
fine ; the serrated ridges and the 
many-pointed peaks of the moun- 
tains bounding the Mayentfaal, 
through which the descent lies, espe- 
cially arrest the attention. There Is 

olivity of tbe pass. The flrst cbaleU 
are met with on the Hundsalp. The ' 
stream is crossed several times, until 
at the Hausetbriicke, a considerable 
distance below Femingen, the un- 
finished char-road again commence*. 
Lower down is the village of Meyeu, 
where there is an inn. Most of the 
houses of this valley, which numbers 
but 400 inhabitants, are protected 
from the descending avalanohes by a 
stone dyke, or well-propped palisade 
of wood raised on the hill aide behind 
them, to turn away the falling snow 
&om their-soob. Near the junction 
of the valleys of the Mayen and tbe 
Reuss are shattered lenudna of an 
hexagonal redoubt (schanze), which 
was fortified by the Auslrians in 
1799, and stormed and taken from 
them by the French, undar Loison, 
who forced tbe enemy back up the 
vale of the Reuss, and, after live as- 
saults, made himself master of Waaen, 
an important point. A very steep 
and rough road leads down from this 
into the village. 

Wasen,on the St Gothard(p. 109.). 
9 ID, from the pass. 

ROUTE 35. 



Distance about 18 £og. miles, 13 
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100 

ftva Meyringea to tbe top of the 
fUit, 5 thence hj tlie pMli to Engel- 
berg. Time occupied in waiting it 
7^ hours. It is pnclicable Tor horses 
in al to 9 houra. This pass is a good 
deal used : as far as Im HoT it is the 
same as Koule 28. 

"The -vilUge of Wyler, on the 
summit of the ibe abore Im Hof, is 
resehed in 1 hour from Meftingen. 
The Gadmeo Torrent is there crossed, 
ukd the path ascends rMpiiily for 
another hour, when the pastures at 
the Jover extremity of the Gentil 
Thai are reached, in wl 



This; 



tunden = 75J Bug. miles, oi 






n Wyler. 



raleful s 



r the 



dual rise up the pastures for 14 
hour ; it then enters the forests, and 
»fter another hour, reaches the best 
ehaleta, near B considerable lake, 
visible fron 



After I 



about i an hour to tl 
pass. The Wenden 
ciers and the Titlia 



is now (1841) veil nip- 
Dst horses, by a priiate 
companj. Their tariff is 3 Fr. 
francs for each horse per post, and 50 
centimes to the postilion. Voitures 
i volonti and horses ma; be hired at 
Fluetlen, Andermatt, Airolo, Bellio- 
lona. The cost of a earriage with 
S horses from BellinioDa to Airolo, 
io 1R40, was 95 fr., and 2 ft. bon- 
nemain to the post boy each stage. 

This was anciently perhaps the 
most frequented passage orer the 
Alps, as it offered the most direct 
and practicable line of oommunica- 



! chalets, the from Northern Sw 



lerland and W. 



.rink, rises in 
summit of the 
itock and gla- 
re fine objects 

ee, ll.e 
only prae- 



klg on the rt. to a 
1 mile on the !. 
TrliU See. It is 



situated the 

■way to cue rl. band extremity of 
this plain, where there is a gap, from 
which a rough path descends for 20 
minutes over grass, and afterwards 
debris to the pastures, crossing which 
it enters the forest for J hour, and 
ihortly reaches 

Engelberg."— j: O. (p. 97.) The 
■scent of the lltlis is made fram 
the Trub See. 



nhardy, and the ir 
portant cities of Milan and Genoa. 
Not less than 16,000 trsTellers and 
9000 horses crossed it annually on an 

of the present century ; but being 
only a bridle-path, it was almost en- 
tirely abandoned after the construc- 
tion of the carriage-roads over the 
Simplon and Bemardin. Depnved 
of the traffic across it, tbe inhabilanta 
>f Engelberg I of the yillagcs traversed by the road, 
ben descend- chiefly innkeepers and muleteers, 
on which, at I were reduced to ruin, and the rere- 
nues of the canton, which before 
drew 20,000 florins annually from 
tbe tolls upon it, were seriously di- 
minished. The cantons of Uri and 
Tessin, tluough which this road runs, 
81 length became sufficiently alive to 
their own interests to perceive the 
necessity of converting it into a car- 
riage-road, and thus rendering it fl( 
to compete with the rival routes as 

Iranqwirt for merchandise. lo con. 
sequence, in 18S0, the work was be- 
gun, and in 1833 finally completed 
and opened, llie expenses were de- 
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goatherdt and hui; 



frayed by ■ joiiit-itock ennpaay, 
formed in Uri snd the neighboBring 
cantons. The construction of the 
road was intrusted to an engineer of 
Alloif, named MiilUr. 

The poreity-strieken canton of 
Uri had Bcraped together, witli great 
difficulty, funds ~ - 






sufficient i 
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known in the men 



e unden 
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Le-thi[d 



hours svcpt away nearly on 
of the nud, together irith bridges 
and terraces without number, which 
had been constructed with so much 
labour, cost, and difficulty. A simi- 
lar tempest in 1S39, effected nearly 
equal destruction. Considering the 
previous drain upon the resources of 
the canton, it is surprising how soon 
the mischief was repaired. 

At present the road is exoelleal, 
Dot in^rior in its construclian to any 
Other of the great Alpine highways, 



m the : 






i by a 



previously dee 



nehs, a 






jnth 



June 



nthe above 
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[ded by the 
natives of Uri, had opelled the 
French from the valley. SatisBcd 
with the possession of it, they passed 

planned by Massena, they were at- 
tacked at all points by French corps, 
poured in upon them from the laka 
of Lucerne, which was crossed by a 
flotilla of boats, and from every 
western passage leading over the 
Alps and into the valley of the 
KeuSH. Lecourbe crossed (he Su- 
renen, Loison the Susten, and Gu- 
din, with a large force, fought his 
way over the Grimsel and Furca, 



in flank, and ii 



hours, they we. 



J the valley, i 



and grandeu 
■oenery. i nc parts of the road, how. 
aver, which pass over the mountains 
are not well fenced, and thst between 
Airolo and Faido is by no means in 
good repair (1841). 

The journey Iwtween the lake of 
Lucerne and Uie Lago Maggiore may 
be performed in Ij or 2 days. The 
passage is usually free trom snow for 
4 or 5 months of the year; but in 
the depth of winter carriages are 
safely transported across on open 
sledges, except immediately afti 
snow storm, when the road is so 
limes blocked up for a week. 

The canton of Uri and the vs 
of the Beuas possess an histoi 
celebrity, as the theatre of the 
morable campaign of 1799, when the 
armies of the three nations of France, 
Austria, and Russia, disposies»ng 
each other in turns, marched, fought, 

' -■■' 'leights'wherethe 



I took place on the 

n step by step 
IS Andermatt. 
;wo following days the French 
lursued them out of the valley of the 
Reuss into the Grisons by the Ober- 
ilp, where a bloody encounter took 
ilace. A little more than a montk 
brought 



courbc, t 



e French a 
large . 



F had . 
. of the 






e only to 



that I 

Gothard. While 
imagine to what European power it 
might belong, fresh tidings announced 
that it was the veteran Suwarrow, who, 
at the head of a Russian army of 18,000 
foot and 5000 Cossack horse, bad 
broken up from his encampment in 
tlie plMns of Lombardy, and he 
soon forced the passage of the St. 
Gothard. The French retired slowly 
but steadily before him as fkr as the 
lake of Lucerne, where Lecourbe, 
after removing all the boats from 
Fluellen, entrenched himself in ■ 
strong pontion at Seedorf, on lbs 
I. bank of the Reuss. Suwarrow, 
whose object was to unite himself 
with the Kusslan army before ZuricV 
ofthedeftflt of which by Massena he 
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had not yet heard, bere found him- 
salf vithout the means of transport- 
isg his Aitay, Ibreatened on nil sides 
by enemies. He took little time lo 
consider, but immediately planned 
and executed his waoderful and al- 
most incredible retreat over the Kin- 
zig Culm and into the valley of Mu- 
otta ; and thougli coostuit)y annoyed 
by the French in his rear, finally con- 
ducted his army into the valley of 
the Khine, with a loss of 3000 men, 
of whom more peiisbed from cold, 
fatigue, and hunger, than from tbe 
enemies' bullets. (See Routes 72, 75, 
and 76.) 
- nuellen rin Italian Fiora}—(/iHi: 
Croix Blanche; " inferior accommo- 
dslion and dear. As there is no road 
from bence to Ijuoecne, trayellers are 
dependent on the steamers, of which 
no doubt the innkeepers take adran- 
t^e," De S. ) — Fluellen, the port of 
the Canton Uri, at the S. extremity of 
the laLe of tbe Four Cantons, is a small 
village in a most unhealthy situation, 
as is proved by tbe pale faces, crippled 
limbs, and goitred necks of its inba- 
Utanls; and by the number of cretins 
among tbem. The malaria, from the 
marshy ground, produced by the de- 
posits of the Reuss at its entrance 
into the lake, is the cause of this. 
The plan of continuing the road 
along the margin of the lake to Brun- 
tien has been proposed ; but in Swit- 
zerland such projects are talked of 
very long before they are put into 

A sttatner touches here daily from 
Lucerne, and returns after a short 
stay ; it takes carriages. Fluellen is 
■a bad landing-place with a N. wind, 
(Route 18, p. 54.) Charsare let for 
hire lo convey travellen along the St. 
Cothard road. About 3 miles otf lies. 

AhdoTf—ihni: Adier, Eagle; 
Liiwe, Lion i Clefd'Or)— the capital of 
the canton of Uri, the poutcst and least 
populous in the confederation, num- 
bering altogether only 13.000 souls, is 
a dull lifeless village of 1664 iuhabit- 
Bnts, without tra£ or manufactures, 



and stiU exhibiting signs of the ean< 
Hagration of 1799, which reduced tha 
larger part of it lo aahes. Its only- 
claim to interest the traveller U it! 
connexion with William Tell. I* 
credit is to be given to tradition, it 
was on the open square in the oentre 
of Altdorf that he shot the apple irom 
off bis sou's head. The place where 
he atood to take aim is marked by a 
stone fountain, surmounted with sta- 
tues of the dauntless cross-bowman 
and bis child. The lime-tree, upon 
which Gessler'i cap was stuck, for 
all men to do obeisanne to it as they 
passed, and to which the child was 
bound, to serve as a mark lor bis 
father's bolt, existed a withered 
trunk, down to 1567, when it was 
cut down and replaced by the ottaeT 

Tbe tall Taver, ornamented with 
rude Ire^coes, representing Tell and- 
Gessler, has been stated erroueoualy 
by some writers to occupy the sita 
of the lime tree ; but it is proved by 
records still in existence, to have been 
built before the time of Tell. 

On quitting Altdorf the road 
crosses the mouth of tbe vale <^ Soha- 
Chen, traversing, by a bridge, the 
stream in which, according to tra* 
dition, William Tell lost bis Wte 
(1350) in endeavouring to rescue a 
child from its waters swollen by an 
inundation. He was a native of tbe 
Schachenthal, having been born in 
tbe village of Biirglen. a little to the 
1. of our road. A small Chaptl, itill 
standing, rudely painted with the 
events of his life, was built in 1528 
on the spot where his house stood, 
near the churcbyattl. The inhabit. 
anu of this valley are conudered the 
finett race of men in Switaerlnnd. A 
path runs up it, and across the Klau- 
sen Pass (Route 72.) to the baths of 
Stachelberg, in canton Glarus, and 
another over the Kinrig Culm, into 
the MuotU Thai. 

On the L buik of the Renss, op- 
posite its junction with tbe Schachen, 
stands Attinghauien, the birth-place 
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of Walter Fiirst, one of the t 
liWrstors of Switzerland : his bi 
is still pDint4;d out. Aboic 
ruins of a castle, whosi 

1357, whi 






owners bec&me i 
the last of the race waa buried in his 
belmet and hauberk. At Botzh'n- 
gen, 3 miles above Altdorf, the parlia- 
ment (Laudesgemeinde) of the cai 
ton Cti is held every year> on tt 
first Sunda; in May, to settle the a 
^irs of Che state. Every male cic 



est, has 



ite. The 

D barseback, witli t 



detach 



t of t 



eceded 



military music, and the standard of 
the canton, attended by the beadlea in 
their costume of yellav and black, 
and by two men in the ancient Swiss 
garb of the same coUiur, bearing 



eelebral 



s of 1 



From a semicircular hustings, erected 

day is proclaimed to the assembled 
crowd, and the different speakers de- 
liver their harangues, after vbicb the 
questioD is put to the vote by show o( 
hands. When all aO^rs of state are 
despatched, the Landammann and 
other public officers resign, and are 
either re-eleeted or others ara chosen 
in their place, 

" The first part of the way, towards 
the St Golhard, lies through agree' 
able scenery, among rich meadows, 
shaded by chestnut and walnut trees." 
' — L. At Klus the road approaches 
the margin of the Renss, and beyond 
Sihnen, where il is partly cut tJ 
the rock, passes under the ruii 
tower, by some supposed to 
castle of Zwing Uri (Restr 
Uri), the conslrucrion of which hy 
the tyrant Gessler, to overawe the 

indignation of the Swiss; so that it 
was demolished by them in 1308, on 
the first outbreak of the revolt sgHinst 
Austria. Under it, upon the high 
road, is situated tbe village of 



Amsteg — (Inni ; " Hirtch, dear, 
L83Si Slern, both good, and delight- 
fully situated ; but not being a post 

Ibr those travelling post to stop at.'* 
— J}.^.)— on the high road and at the 
mouth of the Maderaner Thai, which 
stretches £. as far as the base of 
Mount Diidi, a valley little visited, 
but well worth eiploring; abounding 
in waterfalls and glaciers. 

The i»Bd now first crosses tbe 
Reuss and begins to ascend, having 
on tlie 1. hand the gigantic mass of 
ihe Bristenstoctc ; and on tbe it. the, 
river below, dashing from rock to 
rock in an almost uninterrupted cats, 
ract. A second bridge carries it back 
to the rt. bank ; and, afler traversing 
a wood, a third, called Ffaffensprung 
(priest's leap), from a fable of a 

in his arms, brings the trar 

Wasen, or Wesen_(/i>n; Ocha) 
— a tillage of S50 inhabiUnts, on the 
1. bank of the Reuss, at the mouth 
of the Mayenthal, up whioli runs the 
roadto the SuaUn(Raute32). Near 
this a toll of J a bati for each person 

paid. Winding from side to side the 
road slowly toils upward to Gosche- 
nen, where the valley assumes a mors 
savage character, contracting into the 
narrow ravine of SchelUnen, bounded 
for nearly 3 miles by impending clilK 
ofgranite. Onevastfragment, skirted 
by the road, was dropped here, accord 
ing to the popular legend, bj the 
devil, and is tiience called Teufdiian. 
This defile u a scene of desolation and 
awful grandeur; the walls of rock 
seem almost to exclude the light of 
day, scarce a blade of grass is to be 
seen, and nothing heard hut the wild 
dashing of the Reuss at the fool of 
tbe precipice below the road, &om 
which hoarse sounds this part of tha 
valley gets the name of KrachenthaL 
The road hereabouts is much ex- 
posed in spring to danger from ava- 
lanches. The difficulties of the ascent 
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are here overcome by the skill of the 
engincei, who hiu constructed a series 
of complicBled ligiag terraces, first 
on one side of the Reuss and then on 
the other, by means of which, and of 

The DevtT, Bridge, situated in 
the midst of the most stem but mag- 
nificent' scenery of the irhole pass. 
The Reuss leaps down into the head 
of this savage gorge, in a lofty cata- 
ract, and in the very midst of its din 
and spray 2 bridges have lieen thrown 
across. Vertical rocks hem in the 
bed of the river on botli sides ; those 
on the left bank especially are per- 
fectly smooth and perpendicular, 
leaving not an inch of space for the 
A>le of a foot at theit base, eicept 
what has been hewn out of it by 
human art. For ages this must have 
been an impassable den, a complete 
cul-de-sac, un^l,by human ingenuity, 
the torrent was bridged and tbc rock 
bored through. The old bridge, a 
^D segment of a circle, spanning a 
teirilic idjyss, had originally an air 
at once of boldness and fragility, much 
of which it has lost by the contrast 
with the towering and more solid 
structure which has now entirely 
superseded it, and seems, as it were, 
to domineer over it, like the horse 
over the ass in ^sop's fable. The 
single alch of alight masonry, sus- 
pended in the air at a height of 70 
feet above the Reuss, with scarce a 
parapet at the sid.', and with barely 
breadth to allow two persons to pass, 
almost seemed to tremble with the 
rushing of the torrent under the feet 
of the traveller. Modern improve, 
ments have deprived the bridge and 
its vicinity of much of its terror and 
soblimity. A commodious and gra- 
dually sloping terrace, hewn out of 
the solid rock at the foot of the preci- 
pice, leads to the broad and ma^^iic 
new bridge of 2 arches, which, though 
nearer to the fell than the old, may be 
passed without the slightest emotion 
of the nerves, thanks to its solidity 



and higi parapets. The construc- 
tion of this part of the road presented 
j;reat difGculties to the engineer 
from the hardness and smoothness of 
the precipitous rocks and the want of 
easy access to ihem : indeed, the 
mines necessary for blasting the 
granite could only he farmed by 
workmen suspended by ropes iTom 
above, and dangling in the air like 
spiders at the end of their threads. 
The ancient bridge wes first founded 
by Abbot Gerald, of Einsiedeln, in 
1118, so that, inthenamingof it, the 
devil has received more than his due : 
it bas been allowed to remain beneath 
the new bridge, though no longer of 
any use. During the extraordinary 
campaign of 1 799, the Devil's Bridge 
and the defile of tbe Schellinen were 
twice obstinately contested within the 
space of llttlemorethanamonth. (hi 
the nth of August theunited French 
column, under Lecourbe and Loison, 
having surprised the Austrians, drove 
them up the valley of the Reuss, as 
far as this bridge, which, having been 
converted into an entrenched portion, 
was defended by them for some time. 
The ancient Devil's Bridge was ap- 
proached from the lower part of the 
valley by a terrace abutting against 
the precipice, interrupted in one 
place by a chasm. The road was 
continued over this upon an arch of 
masonry which sujlported a sort of 
causeway. —F.L. At last even this 
was carried by the French, who, in 
their impetuous pursuit, foUowixl 



«theai 



In 1 



rombatanla 
were upon it, it was blown into Ibe 
air, and hundreds were precipitated 
into the abyss below. During the 
night the Austriaoa, alarmed by the 
appearance of another French force in 
their rear, evacuated altogether the 
valley of tbe Reuss. On the 34tb 
of the following September, tbe tide 
of war took an opposite turn j Su- 
warrow, pouring down flnsm the 
summit of the St. Gothard, at tbe 
head of 5000 horse and 13flOO foot. 
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compelled the Frenoli, in their turn, 
to retire before him. The progreu 
of the Russians va» arrested here for 
a short time, as tbey found the road 
broken up, the Urnerloch filled with 
locks, and the passage down the 
valley interrupted by the gap in the 
causeway beyond the bridge, caused 
by the blowing up of the arch. A 
murderous fire from the French swept 
away all who approached the edge ot 
the chasm I but the Russian columns, 
eager for advance, by their giressure, 
pushed the foremost ranks into the , 
foaming Reuii. The impediments ; 
in the road were soon removed ; an 
extemporaneous bridge was con- 
structed by binding together beamt 



height, 4S56 feel 
scarcely any 
the inhabita 



s grow 



, and 






ipply themselTSi 
iread from more foi. 
t was probably one* 
panage was openeil 
for the Reuss through the rocki of 
Schellinen. It was ori^slly colo- 
nised, it is supposed, by Ihe Khie- 
The usual e 



hytl 



i Russi 



carfs; 



army passed, 
pursuing the enemy as tar as Alt- 
dorf. 

Immediately after passing the 
Devil's Brieve the road is carried 
through a tunnel, bored for 180 feel 
ttrough the solid rock, called Urner- 
heh, or Hok of Uri. It is 15 feet 
high and 16 fl, broad. Previous to 
■ u, in 1707, the only 
g the buttress of rock 



, by 



vhict 



the ri 



bridge, or shelf of hoards, suspended 
on the outside by chains from above. 
By meansof this the traveller doubled, 

tain, enveloped in the spray of the 
torrent, within a lew feL't of ivbicb 
the frail structure was hung. Tlie 
Gallery of Uri was origmally coil 
structed by a Swiss engineer, named 
Motetini ; but was only passable for 
mules, until, in recon-structing the 
St Gothard Road, it was enlarged to 
admit carriages. 

. Out of this gallery the traveller 
emerges into the wide basin-shaped 
pastoral falley of Urseren, whiclr, in 
contrast with the savage gorge of 
Schellinen, and from the suddenness 
of the trausitioQ, has obtained from 
most travellers the praise of beauty 
and fertility, 'i'aken by itself, lion'- 



1 Oberalp. Its in. 
ants spoke Ihe language of the 
ins, and the valley was a de- 
ence of the abbot of Dissenlia. 



ised up I 



M the 1 4th C( 



0. lower 



I no dii 

thelowervallcyoftheReusa. About 
that time, however, a path seems ta 
have been opened, and the men of 
Uraeren, allying themselves with 
those of Uri, threw off the yoke of 
their former feudal lords. A miJe 
from the gallery of Uri lies 

4 Andermatt, or Urseren (Iial. 
Ortera) — (/noi : Drei Kbnigen, 
Three Kings.good; Sonne, Sun). It 
is a village of 600 inhabitaubs and 
the chief place of the valley. The 
cheese made on tlie surrounding 
pastures is excellent, and the red 
trout of the Oberalp See eiyoy the 
reputation, with hungry travellers, of 
being the finest in the world. They 
are, at least, an eicellenl dish, either 
at breakfast or dinner. Tlie Charch 
of St. Columbanui IS said ta have 
been built by the Lombards. On 
the slope of the mountain of St. 
Anne, which is surmounted by ■ 
glacier, above the village, are the . 
scanty temaiiis of a forest, the last 
relic of that which perhaps at one 
time clothed the sides of the valley 
entirely. " It isofalriaogulatform, 
with one of iu angles pointed up- 
wards, and is so placed as not only 
to break the fall of heavy bodies of 
snow.but to divide the masses, throw- 
ing them off on its two sides. It is 
now a slight and seemingly a perish- 
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Me dcfeoi 



improvidenco of 

hid reduced it to a small groye, 
which thoK of later times bad leiinied 
to .alue for tbe protection it afforded 
ta their dwellings from falling ava- 
fauBhes. They therefore guarded it 
with tbe -utmost care, abstaining from 

VJ99, toieiga invaders, reckless of 



tbese all- important sentinels. 

ftw more winter?, and those tba 

left may be swept away at a single eitent the 

swoop, when it will become necessary 

to abandon tbe Tillage. Such is an 

Alpine eiistenoe." — Cooper. 

This was but one of tbe evils which 
that calamitous year brought upon 
this remote and peaceful valley, when 
the aimies of three nations chose it I tion, and are kept ii 
Tor the arena of their coinbat8,letting though destined ni 
labia the furies, fire, famine, and used, 
slaughter, upon 
habitants. 



specimens may be purchased of tba 
many rare and valuable minerals with 
which the range of the St Gotbard 
abounds. The variety of species i( 
surprising, and the cabinet <rf the 
mineralogist derives some of tha 
rarest substances from these Alps. 

On the 1. of the road, in going ta 
Hospital, two rude stone pillars may- 
be seen ; they are the poteae* or 
gallows, belonging to Andernntt, 
dating from the time when the valley 
of Urseren was an independent state, 
and Anderroatt the chief place in it, 
enjoyed the right of criminal juris- 
diction, now removed to Alldarf. It 



of a gallon 






and tbe right of hanging c 
thereon, was an object of prjae in 
ancient limes. Such relies ai this 
may be found throughout Switzer- 
land ; tbey seem everywhere to have 
been preserved almost with venera. 



t Anden 



LS wolvei 



h hunger. Like 1 



zed and c< 
ould h 






everything 

They greedily devoured 

soap which they found in the larder 

of tbe inn, and, cutting into pieces 

some skins which had been hung out 

to dry previously to being tanned, 

boiled and ate them also. 

A bridle-path stretches up theside 
valley behind Andermatt, across the 
Oberalp, and past iu lake, to DIs- 
sonlis, in the Grisons (Houte 77). 

- The vale of Urseren is about 9 
miles long and nearly 1 broad. It 
conlsins 4 villages and 1S60 inha- 
bitants, who gain a subsistence by 
rearing cattle and keeping dairies, 
and by forwarding the transit of goods 
across the St. Cotbard, for which 
parpose 300 borses are kept in it. At 
Andermatt, Hospital, and Airolo, 
are many mineral dealers, from whom 



Hospital, or Hospenthal — (/nn j 
Goldener LSwe (Golden Lion), very 
good ; said to be even better than 
that at Andermatt). Excellent honey 

Hospital receives its name tiom an 
hospice which no longer exists bere. 
Above the village rises a venerable 
tower, said to be, Uke tbe chureh of 
Andermatt, a work of the Lombards. 
There is a line collection of minerals 
here for sale, formed by two monks : 
the prices seem high. The mule 
patb over tbe Furea(Route 30) leads 

the Rhone, and in 2 more to the hoi' 
plm of the Grimtel. Our high road 
now quits the valley of Urseren, and 
following the course of the Reuas, 
begins to ancend by numerous ligiags 
to the summit of the St, Gothard, 
which may be reached in about 2J 
hours from Hospital. 

Under the name of St. Gotbard are 
comprised, not merely the depression, 
or col, over which tbe njad pastes. 
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but a group or clump 
all eiceeding in elevation the snow 
line, situated betweeo the cantons 
or Uri, Vallaia, Ticino, and Grisona ; 
and conCaining the eouices of the 
Rhine, tlie Khone, the Reuss, and 
the Ticliti^ all of which, vith innu- 
marable tributariea, rise within a cir- 
cle of 10 mUea, described ftota the 
sammit of the pass. 

Hie rivet Reu«s may be laid to 
fall, rather Iban flow, into the lake 
of the Four Cantons. Between Ur- 
seten and Fluellea it descends 2500 
feet, and between Urseren and the 
top of the pass SOOO feet, forming a 

summit of the pass the road crosses 
it for the Isit time by the bridge of 
Rodunl^ which marks the boundary 
of the canton? Uri and Ticino. The 
souree of the Seuss is in the small 
lake of Lucendroi a short distance on 
the right of the toad. The summit of 
the pass (6808 ieet abare the sea) is 
a valley, or saddle-shaped depression, 
in the great granite ridge irf the 
central chain, overlooked by sdow- 
clad peaks varying between 8000 
and 10,000 teet in height. It is a 
e of the most complete sterility 



and desolation 






among several other small lakes or 
ponds, some of which flow N-, but 
the greater part are feeders of the 
Tiduo, on the S. side of the pass. 
They may, indeed, be regarded as the 
head-waters of that river, which gives 

The Horpictf a massive and roomy 
buildiog, constructed at the expense 
of the canton Ticino, which has 
also caused several houses of refuge 
to be built, is designed for the ac- 
ooniDUidation of travellers, being 
fitted up as an inn, containing 15 
beds, and placed under the manage- 
ment of two Capuchin triars. At- 
tached to it are warehouses for goods^ 
A very humble house of refuge, and 
a chapel have eiisted on tins spot 
ever aiiice the I3th century, owing 



their origin to the Abbot of Di». 
sentia, who stationed a monk here 
to attend to the spiritual as well as 
physical wants of distressed travel- 
lers. In the ITth century, St. Carlo 
Borromeo suggested the construc- 
tion of a hospice on a larger scale, 
which, after his death, was eiecttted 
hy his brother. This building, how- 
ever, was swept away in 1775. bj 
an avalanche : another which Buc< 
deeded it, was gutted by the French, 
while encamped on this spot in IT99- 
1800, and every particle of wood 
burnt as fuel. It has remained ever 
since a ruin, and the only house fur 
the reception of travellers on this ia- 
hospitahle height was the older hos- 
pice, converted into a miserable 
csLaret Gt only for carters and mule- 
leers. The new hospice will prove a 
convenient substitute lor this hovel. 

The passage in winter and q>ring 
is by no means free from danger : 
the snow is sometimes heaped up in 
drifts 40 feet high on the summit, 
and the descent towards Airolo is 
much eiposed at Umes to tourmentes 
and avalanches ($13). A year seldom 
passes without the loss of 3 or 4 lives, 
and at times melancholy catastro- 
phes have occurred. The spot called 
Bucodei Calanchetti is so named from 
a party of glaiiers from the Val 
'Calank^ who, per^ting in pushing 
on from the hospice, in spile of the 



of 



nates. 



buried here beneath the snow. Ii 
1478, an avalanche swept away i 
troop of- 6^ 



s soldien 



another, which fell bom the Cassa- 
dra. buried SOO persmis ; and one in 
1814 overwhelmed 40 horses laden 
with goods. The new liiM of road 
is carried as much as possible out of 
the course of these dangers, and 
though it is unprotected hy any cfk 
vered galleries, accidents of this kind 

The descent towards Italy display* 
mudi skilful engineering ; and the 
difficulties of B slope, much steeper 
on this ude than on the other, bare 
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been uvermme by » series of "igeag 
terraces not eiceeded in numbers 
■nd tortuous directian on any other 
Alpine pass. They begin a little 
beyond the old hospice, and eonlioue 
neuly all the way to Airolo. The 
turnings are less sharp than on many 
other passes ; and a carriage drawn 
by horses accustomed to the work 
may trot down at a quiclc pace. Near 
die appemiDSt zigzag the words 
Smearrow yietor, in large letters on 
the fkce of the rock, record the suc- 
oera of the Ruasiaos in gaining the 
pass from the French in 1799. It 
was on this ascent that the Rus- 
aan grenadiers were for sonse time 
arrested by the Bre of the French 
riHemen posted behind rocks and 
trees. The aged Suwarrow, indig- 
' ' oiled far the first time 



a his liJe, c 






.red hii 



1 lyiDg do< 
resolution to be burled 
where "his children" had been re- 
pulsed. This appeal was respond- 
ed to by his soldrera with warmth, 

self at their head, than they drove 
the republicans from their position. 
The upper part of the guliy down 
which the rood passes, is called Val 
Tremola (Germ. TrUmmeIn Thai), 
Trembling Valley, from its supposed 
e6!ect on the nerves of those who 
passed it. Since the new road has 
been made, its terrors, whatever they 
were jireviously, have been much 
softened. It is, liowever, eiposed lo 
some danger from avalanches in 

refuge have been built to shelter tra- 
vellera. . A very pretty mineral, 
named from this locality, where it 
was first found, Tren^olite, abounds 
in the rock of the valley, and speci- 
n the wall) 






oad iay along the 1. bank 
of the Ticino; the new keeps on the 
rt. side of it, and before teaching 

along the flank of the mountain, up 



into the Val Bedretlo, traversing the 
forest ot Piotella, where the slate 
rocks are full of crystals of garnet. 
The view up and down the vale of 
the Tlcino, and over the snowy 
mounluns on tbe opposite aide of it, 
is extremely grand. 

4^ Airolo (Germ. Eriels) — Imu.- 
the liest is the Post, kept by the 
brothers Camossi : they ace dealers 

specimens. Airoto lies on the I. 
Irank of the Tesran. near the junc- 
tion of the branch flowing out of the 
Val Bedretto with that rising on the 
St. Golhard. It is 3T94 feet above the 
sea-level, and its inliabiianta. boti) in 
habit and language, are Italian. It 
possesses two relics of antiquity : an 
old house called 11 CatUlle, and the 
stump oT a lower (Casa dei Pagani), 
built, it is said, by Desideriua, king 
of the Lombards, a.d. TT4. The 
Lombard kings constructed a line of 
similar forts fsom this all the iray to 
Como, many of which will be passed 
by the traveller in descending the 
vailey. The nluation of Aiiolo, at 
the foot of the St. Gathard, and the 
consequent transit of travellers and 
goods, are its chief sources of pro- 
sperity. The summit of the pass may 
be reached by a carriage in 3 hours ; 
by the old road a pedestrian might 
reach it in less than 2. Several mule 
[latbs also concentrate here. 1. Tlut 
leading up the Val Bedretlo to the 
Nuianen pais (Itoute 35), and to tbe 
Ones (Route 39) ; 2. Over the Leak. 

mer path, and difficult, up the Val 
I Caoaria, past the beautiful water&ll 
of Caicaccia (?). and over the Salla- 
[ Grat to Andermatt, in 5 hours.* 

The Val Bedretto terminates about 
; 2 miles below Airolo, at tbe mouth 
'• of the picturesijue glen of Stalvedro, 
I which is guarded on the rt. by an- 
other of tbe Lombard towers of King 
DesideriuB, and by a third at its 
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lower eitremity, arm Quinto. Thia | 
pass via defended in September, | 
1199, hj a body of 600 French 
against 3000 grenadiers of Suwnr- i 
row's army for IS hours, ailar which 
they effected their retreat over the 
Nufanen into the Vallais. The put I 
of the lalley of the Hcina traverwd ' 
by the Toad fron '' 
called VbI Leran 



hich t>ad 



in Ger 



A few 



niles Ion 



ulliBl 



er defile, named 
thin it Dazio 



tiireEque scenes on the wbole 
It is a rent in the Monte Piottino 
( Platiter), nearly a mile long, and so 
narrow that in ancient times the path 
dova the valley found no access to 
it, but vas carried over the moun- 
tains, high above the river on either 
side. The new carriage-road threads 
the depths of the gorge, supported 
for B great part of the way on arches 
and terraces, and crossing the river 
tbrice on bridges. During the storms 
of 1834 and of 183d, the swollen 
Ticino swept away nearly the whole 
of these costly constructions ; the 
defile WHS rendered totally impassable, 
and travellers were compelled to dnd 
tbeir way by the long-abandoned fool- 
path over the heights 



Chestr 






< first I 



Itingth 



leof i>aiio, and 



2 Foido— (/»M.- Angelo; — Sole) 
— the principal place ia the valley, a 
village of 615 inhabilants. A revolt 
of the people of (he Val Levantine, 
in 1755, against their tyrannical lords 
and masters the cowherds of Uri, to 
whom they lind been subject since the 
15th century, was lermiDated on this 
spot by the execution of tiie ring- 
leaders,' whose heads were &stened 



3 the 



unks 



The revolt was, perhaps, r 
justified; hut one thing al 
certain, that the Ircedou 
been the boast of the t 
licans wss, down to the end of the 
last century, denied by them to the 
states d^endent on them, who 
groaned under a bondage more in- 
tolerable than that of any monarchical 
despo^m t A footpatli runs from 
Faido over the Lukmauier (R. 78) 
to Dissentis. 

Through a wilderness of stones and 
fallen rocks the road reaches 

Giomico (Germ. Irnis), a village 
of TOO inhabitants, conUining the 
' ig objects of antiquity ; — A 



high I 

\^ria di CattiUo, who 



! Chimh of i 



tiibuted ( 



t traces of a fort, ot- 
e Gauls (?), and the 

Nicholat da AHra, re- 
garded by the vulgar as originally » 
heathen temple. Both these churches 
are certainly eiamples of the earliest 
form of Chiistian buildings, and 
highly deserve the attention of the 

is not performed in St. Nicholas, 
though it is kept in repair. The 
architecture is of the rudest IU)man- 
esque style, and the £. end oflers, 
perhaps, the most unaltered specimen 
of the choir raised upon substiuctioas 
that can hardly be called a crypt, 
found in the ancient Lombard 
churches of Italy, distinguished by. 
sturcascs, whereas it here subsists in 
its primitive form. The whole nmgb- 
bourhnod is exceedingly picturesque, 
and deserving at least of quite as 
much attention as many places which 
enjoy much more extended rcpula- 



:e of 3000 mt 
the valley. The troops of the < 
federation had previously surrounded 
and disarmed this ill-starred band of ■ 
rebels, and afterwards compelled them, 
on bended knees, to sue for mercy. 



Half way to 
2 »odlo a 1., 
(Sassi Gross!) 
nient of the vietori 
1478 over the Milai 
who hod made a fbi 
Gothard as fat at '. 
preteit of redressinj 
by the Milanese, 



ip of large rocks 
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some trees belongiag to cai 
The winler had set iu with 
aaA the mun bod; cA the Swio bad 
leturned serosa the pan with their 
plunder, leaving behind only about 
fiOO men under CaptaiuB Strauga of 
Giornico, and Ttogir of Uri. The 
Milanese, 1 5,000 Etrong, pressed fiu- 
ward to eipel the highland inTadera, 
who, resorting to stratagem to eoun- 
teraot the preponderance of numbers, 
lud the flat land in thU part of the 
yaUey under wateri and placing them- 

at the foot of some rocks. In the 
course of the night the water froze 
hard, and next morning, while the 
advance of the Italians across the ice 
was naturally slow and blteriug, the 
Swira, provided with erampons to 
eroas their native glaciers, rushed 
down upon thOTD in a furious charge, 
and at once put them to the louL 
Th^r confiiuon was inoreased by vast 
masses of rock burled Iroia the cli& 
above by parties stationed for the 
purpose, and the slaughter vas enor- 
mous. According to some accounts 
1400, according to others 4000, of the 
Milanese fell on this occasion. 

The Vol Levantine terminates a 
litde beyond Foll^io. at the junction 
of the Blegno. Ailer crossing that 
rivet the traveller reaches Siasca, 
which also containi a very ancient 
<Aitnh, utuated on the slope of the 
hilL A chain of chapels, or Via 
Cru^ leads from it up to the Chapel 
of St. Petronilla, whence there is a 
pleasing view. 

In 1512,anBanh(iiiakB shook down 
from the mountain of Val Crenona, 
near the entrance of the Val Blegno, 
so vast a mass of earth and rock that 
it arrested the course of the river, 
and extended high up on the opposite 
aide of the valley. For nearly two 
yrors, so great was the strength of 
tbii dam that the waters accumulated 
behind it into a lake many miles iu 



indati 






it began to flow over tbe baniif, 
which, being thus looaened and 
weakened, suddenly gave way about 
Easter. The deluge thus occauoiMd 
swept off everything befine it — 
towns, villages, houses, and trees, as 
for as Bellinzona (a port r^ wliieli 
was destroyed), and tin Loga Mag^ 
giore. The accumulated debris of 
rocks and mud which it oanicd down 
with it covered the cultivated land, 
with deioUtion, and traces of the ruin 
thus caused may be still traced along 
the valley. Various causes, con- 
formable with the superstitious na- 
tions of the times, were assigned for 
Ibis cBtBEtTophe. Some attributed it 
to the vengeance of God against the 
sins of the iohsbiCanls of Biaaea, 
called forth by the power of a Papal 
Brief; others traced it to the in- 
fluence of " eertain magicians from 
Armenia." It is satli&ctorily ao. 
counted for by the supposition of an 
earthquake, since at the same time a 
similar fall took place from the oppo- 
site side of the mouutun, which 
buried the village of Campo Bagnino, 
in the Val Calanka. About S imlv 
below Biasca tbe Moeia b croeaed, 
and our road Eills into that from tbe 
pass of the Bemardin (Route 90), 
near tbe battle-field of Arbedo, which 
was as tatai to the Swiss as that of 
Giornico was to their opponoits. 
An aceount of it, as well as a fiill 
description of 

2J BtUinsoHa, is given in Route 90, 



9 stunden = 35 Eng. miles. A 
footpath. It ascends the Vale of 
Eginen, as in Route 29, but befors 
reaching the Gries Glacier, turns to 
the L, and crossing tbe ridge of the 
Niilanen, TS60 IWet above the sea< 
level, descends into the Val Bedretto. 
On the 8. slope of tbe pass one of tbe 
brandies of the rivet ^loino takes ita 



RouU t&.-~ Pau of the Gemmi. 



Ill 



rise. The path deswods along its 1. 
bank to the 

6 Hocpice ti' Acqiia. a house of 
lefuge to accomnwdate trsTellerK, 
5000 feet above the sea. A path 

the V»l Fomuma to the Falls <J the 
Tosa (see p. 94. ). The Val Bedretto, 
from its eleialion, has but an inbaa- 
pitable climate; long winters, and 
frosts not uneoaimonlf in the height 



t; while io 
winter the males migrate to ItiJy, to 
seek employment as senants. It is 
flanked on either ade with glaciers, 
and is dreadfully exposed to ava- 
lanches {$ 18). The masses of fellei) 

margin of the Ticuio till the end of 
September. At 

j Bedretto, the principal ■ hamlet, 
the church-tower, which has beea 
once swept away, along ifith the par- 

lar buttress, directed toward the side 
from which Che avalanches fall, so as 
to break and turn them away. In 
the lower part of the valley a scanty 
crop of rye is grown. 

2j Airolo, in Route 34, p. 108. 



ROUTE 38. 
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17 stonden- 55 Eng. miles. 

The Gemini (pronounced Chem mi) 
is one of the most remarkable passes 
across the Alps. Its scenery is, per- 
haps, eitiaordinary rather than grand, 
and to be seen to advantage it ought 
to he approached from the Vallais. 
There is a good char-road as far as 
Kandercteg, at the N. foot of the 
pass : the pass itself, and the space 
between it to the Simplon road, o 
only be surmounted on foot or i 
bondiack, though », curiage-toad 



t Kan- 



projected. There are ini 
' rsteg, and at the Baths. 

The first part of the route lies 
along the beautiful shores of tb« 
lake of Tbun. Near the tall tower 
of SttiittlingeD it crosBes the Kaudei - 
by a lofty bridge. Tliat river ori- 
ginally avoided the lake allogetber, 
and, flawing for some distance pa- 
rallel to it, behind the hill of Striitt. 
lingen, jobed the Aar below ThuD. 
Owing to the quantity of mud sod 
gravel which it brought with it, and 
the slight inclination of its channel 
in this part of its cours^ it converted 
the aurrouading district into an uii« 
healthy marsh, and gave rise to a 
project, which was eieculed in 1714 
at the etpense of the canton, of turn- 
ing the river into the lake of Thun. 
This was eSected by cutting a catud, 
3000 ft. long and 372 ft. broad, into 
which the river wae turned ; and 
which, seen from the bridge in cioss- 
ing, has much the appearance of > 
natural ravine. By this change of 
course (he land on the banks of the 
Aar has been draiued and made pro- 
fitable, while the deposit of sand and 
stones brought down by the river 
into the lake has so accumulaled as 
to form a delta around its mouth, ex. 
tending already nearly a mile firon 
the shore, and annually iucreuing. 

The road passes the mouth of the 
Simmeutiial (Route 41), guarded on 
one side by the Stockhom, and on the 
I. by the NJesen, two ntJjle moun- 
tains, between which the valley open* 
out, ■ scene of exceeding beauty, 
with the ta^k of Wimmia* standing 
as it were in its jaws. On the margin 
of the lake rises another picturesque 
castle, that of Spielz. Skirting the 
base of the pyramidal Niesen we 
enter the valley of Frutigen, whieh 
is remarkable for its verdure and 
fertility, and may be said to eibihit 
Swiss pastoral scenery in perfbction. 
At Miihlinen, about | way from Tbun 
to Frutigen is a nice little inn, kept 

• Sm BuDBid's Swiss riewL 
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Yiy an Englishvoman. Ascending by 
the Bide of the Kander we reach 

4J Frutigen (/niu : Ober, aiid Un- 
ter-Luidhaus), a tillage of 900 in- 
habiiimts: its houses are for the most 
port not older than 1B26-7, at irhich 
time nearly the whole of the build, 
inga were destroyed in two consecu- 
tive conflagrations. Behind it the 
valley divides into two branches ! 
that on the W. leads to the Adel- 
boden ; that on the E. (down which 
flows the Kander) to the Gemmi. 

The road passes under the castle of 
Tellenburg, the i^idence of the amt- 
man, or bailiff, of the district, and, 
crossing the Kander, proceeds up its 
Tt bank to 

2{ Kanderateg {Inn .- Cbeval 
Blanc i not good, and rather dear ; 
can furnish a dish of trout). Chars 
may be had here lo Frutigen — a 
ride of about 2 hours, for TJ fr. ; also 

the baths of Leuk, at about Sir. each, 
and Ijfr. to the driver — a journey of 
6 hours. Kandersteg is the last vil- 
lage in the valley ; its scattered 
habitations contain about 700 indivi- 
duals. It is beautifullv situated 
3280 ft. above ttie sea, at tlie N. base 
of the Gemmi. Wood cut in the 
mountain forests around is here set 
afloat in the Kander, and thus con- 
veyed iitto the lake of Tbun, where 
the logs are collected and separated 
by the various proprietors. 

Those who have time to spare 

into the remote FaSty of Oetchintn, 
running directly E. from Kandersteg, 
where, hemmed in by precipices and 
glaciers, they will find a beautiful 
dear lake, which mirrors on its smooth 
sur&ce the snowy peaks of the Blum- 
lis Alp, at whose base it lies. From 
the CEschinen lake, there is a toler- 
ably easy path over the Dtindengt 
into the Kienthat, descending which 
you may reach the road to Thun be- 
tween Reichenbacb and Miihlinen ; 
another leads over theFurco into the 
Seffinentlial, and thence to Lauter. 



brunnen, but it is very difficult, espe- 
cially <rom the side of the Kienthsl. 
The valleys of Oatiiiai and Gtulerea 
include scenery as grand and imprei- 
sive as any to be met with in the 
central chain of the Alps, The ei. 



LiJtach Tiial and to Tonrtemagne is 
described R. 60. 

Above Kandersteg the char-road 
cease«, and in about IJ mile from the 
inn, the ascent of the Pass of the 
Gemmi eommences in earnest. The 
path lies at first through forests, soon 
passing the boundary -line of the 
cantons Berne and Wallis, and then 
emerges upon a tract of open pasture 
land, rendered desolate by the Ml of 
an avalanche from the Binder Horn, 
in 1T82. Tlie path winds, for a con- 
siderable distance, among the frag- 
ments of rocks brought down by it. 
Farther on stands the 

3 Solitary inn of Schwarenbacb, 
originally a mere chalet, but improved 
1840; it now aSbrds tolerable re- 
freshments and sleeping accommo- 
dations which, however bumble, are 
dgublless often most acceptable in 
such a situation. The landlord is 
not well spoken of. A small toll is 



anded fa 



e for the 



The German poet, 
Werner, has laid in this gloomy spot 
the scene of a still more gloomy 
tragedy, "The 24lh of February." 
The extravagant and improbable plot 

which happened bore. 

About 2 miles above this, the path 
reaches and winds along the E. mar- 
gin of a small lake, called Daubeu 
See, supplied by snow, not by springs, 
which often swell it so as to cover 
tlie path : for 8 months of the year it 

dreary aspect of the seared and naked 
limestone rticks which. form the sum- 
mit of the pass : they seem too bar- 
ren for even the hardiest lichens. 
The culminating point traversed by 
the road is 7160ft. above the sea- 
level. From a rocky eminence on 



Route 38. — Tlte Gemnti— The Bath» of Leuh. 



Ihel. of Ihepwh » superb view is ob' 
Mined of the Monte Rosa, and tht 
chain of Alps beyond the Ilbone, tc- 
parsting the Vallaia from Piedmont, 
the Weisshorn (Cerrin), and the Art 
deZan. It Isoneof the nwH itriking 
views in Swilieiland. 

HeBr the verge of the desceni 
Stands B small shed, capable of 
affording only partial (Jielter in a 
storm. A little lower down, the tra- 
velln finds himself an the brink of a 
precipice, ftom which a plumh-line 
might be thrown into the valley be- 
low, nearly 1600 ft., almost without 
tonehipg the rock, so vertical are its 
ades. It is along the bee of this 
vast wall, that one of the most eitTa- 
ordinary of all the alpine roads, con- 
■tructed in 1TS6-41, hy a party of 
Tyrotese, has been carried. Its lig- 
lag^ Lave been very ingeniously con- 
Qrived, lor in many places the roclca 
overhang the path, and an upper ter- 
xaee projects brther out than the one 
immediately below it* It varies in 
width from 3 ft. to 5 ft., is bordered 
Bt the !Jde by a dry wall, and is prac- 
ticable fbr mules. There is no dan- 
ga- in it, but its proximity to the 
abyn must tte a trial for some nerves. 

The wonders of this pass are in- 
oreased to those who approach it Siom 
the side of Lenk. 

" The upper end of the valley, as 
you look towards the Gemmi, has all 
the appearance of a cul-de-sac, shut 
in by a mountain wall. Up to the 
Tery last moment, and until you reach 
the foot of the preeipicE, it is scarcely 
pooible to discover the way out, or 
to tell whither the road goes, or how 
it can be carried np a vertical sur- 
face of rock. It is a mere shelf— in 

bee of the huge clifiT, just wide 

the turns of the Eigiags you con- 
stantly overhang a depth of nearly 

• The beat and onJr go 
thli cKnordlnari' path. 



500 ft. We were recommended to 
dismount in several places, but I be- 
lieve that the foot of an alpine mule 
■Idom /«! sure than tt«t o" 






It is yet dov 



I this 

road that invalids are carried 
to the baths; it is the only way of 
approaching them ftom the N,, un- 
less you were to make a tlight detour 
of 200 miles hy Berne, Fributg, Ve- 
vay, and Martigny. Persons wba 
are very infirm are borne on men's 
shoulders, in a sort of litter, and it is 
said, often have their eyes bandaged 
to prevent the shock which might be 
given to wealt nerves by the «ght of 
the terrors of the pathway. 

" While at Leuk, I copied the fol- 

port uf invalids, from the printed 
regulations issued by the director of 
Ihebaiha; — 'Four unepersonneau- 
dessus 10 ans il faudra 4 porteurs, si 
clle est i'aa poids audessiis de oom- 
mun 6 porteurs, si cependant elle 
est d'un poids eitraordinaire et que 
le commissiire le juge nfcessaire il 
pourra ^jouter 3 porteurs, et jatnais 
de plus.' I was amused by this pro- 
vision for eices«re corpulence. The 
ascent from the haths to the summit 
takes up nearly two hours. " 

2\ Sailu of Lent (Leukerbad, Fr. 
— Iidfche). /niu.- Maison Blanche, 
good;-.H. de Bellevue; H. de 
" ■ new and good. — Chat. 



can he eipected, considering that 

very well built, shut up and aban' 
doned from October to May, The 
&re is tolerable, everything but milk 
and cheese being brought Irom the 
valley below. 

Ttic baths consist of 5 or S lodging- 
houses, attached to a hamlet of about 
300 inliahiUnU, situated more than 
4500 ft. above the level of the sea, 
j. e. higher than the highest mountun 
in Great Britain. The hot springs 
annually attract a number of visitors, 
chiefly Swiss and French, during the 
season, viz., in the months of July 
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and August, though the iniu are open 
from Ma; to October. From Che 
drearioera of the silua^o, the cold- 
ness of the climate, and the defects of 
the lodgings, £ew English would de- 
sire to prolong their stay here, after 
ssti^ying their curioutv by a sight 
of the place. The haths'and adjacent 
buildings haTe been three times swept 
away by avalanches since tlieir esta- 
blishment in the 16th oentury ; and, 
to guard against a recurrence of the 
calamity, a very strong dylte is now 
built Iwtiind the vill^e to ward oC 
the snow. Such danger, howeyer, is 
passed before Uie bathing season be- 
gins. One of the first patrons of the 
baths was the celebrated Cardinal, 
snd Archbishop of Sioo, Matthew 
Schinner. 

The spnngs, to the number of 10 
or 1 2, rise in and around the Tillage, 
and nine-tenihs of them run off into 
the Dala torrent without being used. 
ITu: thitf tpring of St. LaicreHce 
bursts forth out of the ground t>e- 
tween the inn and the balb-house; a 
rivulet in volume at its source, with a 
temperature of 124° Fahr. Itisused 
for the baths alter being slightly 
cooled. The oth^ springs vary 
mperature, but little 



nail I 



They contain only i 

I their beneficial effects 
less to thuT mineral qualities than 
to their temperature and the mode of 
uung them. Tlie paUent l>egins 
with a bath of an hour's duration, 
but goes on increaaiag it daily, until 
at length he remains in the water 
8 hours a day — 4 belbre breakfoat, 
and 4 after dinner. The tuual curt 
time (kur) is about 3 weeks. The 
want of the accommodation of pri- 
Tate baths, and the neceasity of pre- 
venting the ennui of such an amphi- 
bious eiislence, if paased in solitude, 
has led to the practice oF bathing in 
(Kimmon. The principal bath-house 
is a large shed divided into 4 cum- 
panments or baths, each about SO ft. 
square, and capable of holding 15 or 



SO persons. To each of these bitb* 



z with d 



e &C 



Che ladies, Che other for the gentle- 
men. Along the partitions dividing; 
the baths runs a slight gallery, into, 
which any one is admitted, either to, 
look on or converse with the bathers 
Itelow, The stranger will be amaited, 
on entering, to perceive a group of 
some IS or 15 heads emerging front' 
the water, on the sur&ce of wbicb. 
float wooden tables, holding coffee* 
cups, newspapers, snulKboies, books, . 
and other aids, to enable Che batherSi 
to pass away their allotted hoim. 
with as small a trial to tlkeir patienoe 
as possible. The patients, a motlejr 
company, of all ages, both sexes, ancL 
vu-ious ranks, delicate young ladies 
burly friars, invalid officer^ and an- 
cient dames, are ranged around th« 
sides on benches, below the inter. . 
all clad in long woollen mantles, with: 
a tippet over their shoulders. It is 
not a little amusing to a bystander to 
see people sipping their breJifista, or 
reading the newspapers, up to their 

at chess, in another an apparently in- 
teresting t&e-^^fc, Is going on; while 
a solitary sitter may be seen reviving 
in the hot water a nosegay of withered 
flovers. The temperature of the bath 
is preserved by a supply of fresh 
water constantly flowing into it,fr(»a 
which the patients drink at timoi. 
Against the walls are hung a set of' 
regulations and sumptuary lavs for 
the preservation of order and deconun 
in the batbs, signed by the burgo- 
master, who enforces his authority by 
the threat of a fine of SO &. for the 
highest ofibnce against his code. 
" At. 7. Personne ne peut enlrer 



I bains 



longu 



imple, 



mam^ d£oente." 



% qui n'en entreraient 
sortiraient pas d'une 
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. Tool bouts of subaqueous penuioe 
are, by the doctor's decree, succeeded 
hy one hour in bed ; and nuay a fUr 
nymph in eitreme nlgSgi, with 
Etooliinglesa feet, and uncoiled hiur, 
nmy be encountered crowing theopen 
space belireeD the bath and the hottli. 
From their condition, one mi^t sup- 
pcMe they had been driven out of 
doors by Mi alarm of fire, or lome 
such thieatening calamity. 

llie principal curiosity of the 
neighboinlioixl ia the Ladden (Lei< 
tstn). A rough path through the 
woods, aa the 1. or E. aide of the 
Sala, about 1-^ mile long, leads to 
the foot of the precipice, vhkb, as 
before observed, hems in the valley 
of Leuk on all »deg, as with a colos- 
sal wall. Upon the suminit of this 
precipice, however, stands a village, 
called ABiinat ; and the only mode 

municale directly with the baths, is 
by a series of 8 or 1 ladders placed 
perpeodioulatly against the Imce of 
tbe cliff. It can hardly be called 
difficult to climb to the top, but it 
iroufd not do for any of weak nerves, 
and a dizsy head, as many rounds of 
the Udder are loose, others broken ; 
and tbe ladders themselves, which are 
pinned to the crevices of the rock 
by hooked sticks, are often awry, 
and very unsteady : yet tbey are 
traversed at all seasons, day and 
night, by the intiabitanta of the vil. 
lage above — by children, as well as 
men and women, often with heavy bur- 
dens. The use of ^e ladders, which 
the nature of the sides of the valley 
render indispensable, has given rise to 
a singular modiRcelion of the dress 
ot the Ibmale peasaots, which here 
includes those nether habiliments 
oonlined in other parts of tbe world 
to men and shrews. Nor are they 
ashamed of this portion of their at- 
tire, as, in climbing the mountains, 
the petticoat is tucked up, and the 
wearers do not differ In appearance 
from boys. 

The rocky pasi^ called Felsen Gol- 



lerie, on the opposite side of tho 
Dala, on the way to Siders, near 
Inden, is a very striking scene. 

Mules are kept at tbe baths, under 
the direction of a commissaire, to 






vellen 



■d by a printed tariff, (^ 10.) 

There are two ways, practicable 
only on horseback or foot, fixmi the 
baths to the valley of the Rhone, 
and the road of the Simplon. 

a. The one follows the course of 
the Dala torrent through the centre 
of the ndley, and conducts, in abotit 
9 miles, to tbe village of Leuk. A 
carriage rood was about to be coift. 
menc«l in 1841 ttam the Simplon 
road to the bath. 

2; Leuk (Ains; Kreulz; Stem), 
a village of SSO inhabitants, |on Iba 
rt. bank of the Rhone, near its junc- 
tion with the Dala. A covered bridga 
over the Rhone connects it with th9 
Simplon road (Route 59.). Above 
it are ruins of two castles, destroyed 
by the Vallaisans in 1414. 

h. The other way, a mule-patb 
curled along the W. side of the val- 
ley of the Dala, 1 hut high above that 
river, conducts at once to the town of 
Sierre (Siders), IS miles distant, and 
is a short cut for those who wish to 
descend the valley of the Rhone to- 
wards Martigny and Geneva. It 
traverses the high pasturagee, and 
beyond them, a forest of larch ; and 
passes, first, the village of Imden, 

gained over the valley of the Rhon^ 
its towns, villages, farms, and idd 
castles. The unsightly debris brought 
down by the furious torrents issuing 
from the opposite valley, and the 
wide expanse of bare gravel over- 
flowed by (he Rhone in spring, and 
converted into a river-channel — but 
in summer left bare end arid — giva 
s desolate character to the scene. 

Between Imden and another viU 
lage, called Varen, tbe road makes 
an abrupt turn, and the travelltf 
linds himself beneath the shadow of 
a most tremendous and overhanging 
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precipice. The effect of approach- 
iag it from the side of Sieire is 
gland in the extreme, and totally 
unexpected, after turning a corner of 
the rock. The path is carried slanK 
a lurrov ledge in front of the cliff; 
beneath it ia a gaping abyss, extend- 
ing neaili down to the bed of the 
Dala, and above, the roclis lean so 
&r forward, that stones felling from 
their tops would descend upon the 
road, and it is therefore partly pro- 
tected by a rooF. This spot is called 
the GaUerie, and was the scene of a 
bloody corobst in 1799, when [be 
Vallaisaas defended this spot for 
■ereral wedu agunat the Frencb, 
effectually checking all attempts to 
pais, by rolling down stouesand logs 
from above. 

A rough and steep descent leads 

upon the Simplon rood (Koute 59). 



2S atunden =72 English miles. 

The pass of the Rawyl begins at 
An der Lenk, at the N. foot of the 
pass, a good halting place ; thence to 
9ion, over ihc mountain, forms a 
day's journey of about 10 hours. It 
is difficult, hut scarcely deserves to he 
called dangerous ; it is traversed some^ 
times on horseback, but is better cal. 
culated for the pedestrian. Indeed, 
there must be considerable hazard in 
attempting to ride up on the N. side 
from An der Lenk. From Sion to 
the top of the paiis, there is a good 
mule path, recently much improved. 
Nothing but a little milk is to be had 
between An der Lenk and Son; 
therefore provisions ought to be 
taken. The scenery on both sides of 
the pass resembles that on the S. side 
of the Gemmi. 

Tt is about 12 miles from Tbun, 
^ng the margin of the lake (see 



Boutc 38. p. 111.), to Lattenbacb, 

3^ Erlenbaeh, at the entrance of 
the Simmenthal. As that valley 
(described i ~ 



nderi 



-, the ihor 



it way 
itrikc up the 
Diemtigen Thai, running nearly due 
S. from Lattenbacb. The path cnisies 
the streun of the Chivel, and follows 
its I. bank through Diemtigen and 
Norrenbacli, then re-crnsses it to 

3] Thiermatten, where there is an 
inn. About a mile beyond tbis it 
again passes tbe stream, and, leav- 
ing it on the L, gradually nscends to 
the pass of the Grimroi (5580 fl). 
Descending through the Fermel HibI 
(a fertile valley, only 6 miles long^ 

4^ Matten, in tbe Upper Simmen- 
thal, on the Char road leading from 
Zweisimmen to An der Lenk. 
About 4 miles above this, on the 1. 
bank of the Simmen, lies the village of 

I^ AnderLenk — (faiu.- Cmwn, 
good (?) ; Bar ; the inn oa the I. of 
tbe river is comfortable and mode- 
rate, but humUe ;) — beautifijlly 
situated, surrounded by high peaks 
and glaciers. " Tbe WUdstrubel 
(11,000 feet), with the waste of 
snowy glaciers beneath it, forms the 
most striking and proioinent feature, 
riuug into tlie (ui alMve an unusually 
long line of grey precipices, down 
which 10 or 13 cascades are seen 
rolling into the oountry at the base." 
— Latrobt. 

An der Lenk is 3 stunden distant 
from Zweisimmen — a drive of S 
hours by a good char-road. 

The scenery of the Diemtigen 
Thai is 6ir inferior to that of the Sim. 
menthal ; so that the traveUer who 
has not seen it, had better proceed up 
it from Erlenbacb to Zweisimmen 
( Route 41.), and thence by Blanken- 
barg to Matten and An der Lenk. 
It is a cbar-road all tlie way, and not 
much longer than the path over the 
Crimmi. 

" From Inltrhchtit to Liii I fol- 
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lowed a path but little Ljiown.pasBiTig 
through Wimmis, and beliiiid the 
TOtkj point that OYerhaogs the Sim. 
men, continuing on the rt. bank of 
that river till I reached Ibe Diemti- 
gen Thai, up which I proceeded by a 
well-defined hut rather rough path 
until I joined the char road to Tbier- 
mattcn at Narrenbacb. By this 
route the walk from Interlachen to 
Thiermatten (where there I9 an inn) 
will occupy a good walker S hours ; 
from Thiermatten to the summit of 
the Grimmi 3 houn. moie ; to An- 
dcmiBtten on the Simmen lJhDur> 
and another hour to An der Lenk. 
" The Diemligeit T/ud does not pos- 
BDy great degree of beauty, 
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■uramlt of the Grimmi, 
tensive and fine, of that remarkable 
character that would make the pass 
worth tislting on its own account. I 
should say that (he cattle of the Diem- 
tigeu Thai arc the finest 1 have seen 
in (he Obeiland. The timher is also 
rery fine, ITie Ftrmel Thai, by 
vhieh oaa descends to the valley of 
the Simmen, is very pretty. By this 
route I reached A n der Lenk from 
Interlachen in one day." — J. D. 
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above An der Lenk, at theliiot of the 
glacier of Biiiliberg, irom a source 
called the Seven Fountains. In the 

rouble of the ascent to it, 
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It is a walk of 9 or 10 hours with- 
out stopping, from An der Lenk to 
Sion. The palli, instead of procccd- 
iug towards the source of the Sim- 
men, ascends the 1. hank of jls tri- 
butary the Ilfigeubach; and the 
gotgc of that torrent flanked by vast 
precipices, is, io places, very grand. 

Thesolitaty traveller should beware 
of losing time by erossbg a templing 
bridge at about half-way to Ifllgen. a 
little below a very picturenque water- 
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&II. Iffigen, a group of iamvliduseA 
at the N. base of the Rewyl, near 
which the Iffigenbach makes a very 
fine fall, is a good 3 hours' walk from 
Lenk. Another 2j hours will bring 

proceeding leisurely. A series Of 
ligiags lead from Iffigen up the 
mountain, over some patches of snow. 
The path in several parts of this 
distance is very narrow, and runs 
along the edge of the precipice : 
some people might call it dangerous; 
there is, however, no real danger to 
a pedestrian of ordinary fimmess. 
Tn this part of the pass, two small 
fells or jets dash down the face of the 
rock across the path, threatening the 
traveller with a shower bath whoi 
they are increased by heavy rains. 
At the second fall the footpath isonly 
18 inches broad, hut as it' ' " 
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farm houses. By crossing 
a bed of snow lying on the W. side of 
a small lake, the Rawyl See, the path 
leads up to the summit of the pass, 
marked by a cross (7450 ft. ). 

*\ The summit of the Itowyl ia 
probably 2 miles broad, the path 
across it is tedious from the number of 
gtlUiea, and the alternately crumbling 
and slippery nature of the soil, eon- 
sisting of clay slate, which gradually 
changes into clay. " Another stnall 
lake is reached before the traveller 
gains the hrow of the S. declivity lA 
the mountain, consisting of precipices 
similar <o those on the side of Berne. 
The view hence of the mountains 00 
the S. side of the vale of the Rhone, 
especially of the Matterhom and its 
glaciers, is very sublime. A sigMg 
path conducts down tlie cliffi, to the 
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cluJeM of Rawin. The descent is 

good,' the path having been reei 
reconstructed. Close to these chalets, 
Ivo large bodies ot water burst, one 
on either hand from the cURs, fonn- 
iDg fine fUla. That on the rt. has 
an uncommonly fine and singular ap- 
pearance, burs^ng out of a block cleft 
in the fece of a broad and prectpitou! 
rock, in 5 or 6 distinct columns, and 
afterwards fbrming a fine wild tumble 
<rf Ibaming water. 

" Though apparently clear wh 
issuing from the roclt, it has no sooi 
touched the ground thsn it becomes 
a river of liquid mud, a large poi 
of which ia a short way below i _ 
rated from the torrent, and conducted 
Tcrj ingeniously along the &ce of the 

perpendicular clifT, till, after a course 
of several miles, it fertilises the mea- 
dows near Ayent. Two paths 
branch olF at the chalets of Rawin ; 
the one leading through the village 
of Lens, and in 5j hours to Slerre; 
the other through Ajent to Sion in 
4) to 5 hours. For nearly half an 
Iiotirfrom Rawtn the rt. hand path runs 
nearly an a level : it next rises for 
some distanae to turn a rocky barrier. 
and l^len descends on Ayent. Foot 
passengers can, as I myself did, avoid 
this ascent by Iblloiring ttie bank of 
the water-course before mentioned ; 
ti>e path is however in places so ex- 
tremely narrow, the footing so in- 
secure and the height above the 
T^ey so great, that I should do 
wrong did I otherwise than strongly 
dissuade travellers &om pursuing that 

" The short cut above mentioned 
along the watercourse saves about 
an hour. The most dangerous part 
takes 10 minutes or ^ hour to tra- 
TBrse. Tie only way of passing is 
along trees supported on cross bars 

very grand. The rock hangs over 
on the rt. side, and on the 1. recedes 
beneath to a depth of 1000 fL The 
trees are placed singly above the bed 



of the watercourse, and are not more 

firmly secured, which increases the 
danger." — S, E. 

"The rock in some places hangs so 
low over the path as to make it 
necessary to go in a creeping position. 
This path is altogether so dangerotu, 
that although it may be worth going 
to see as a corioslty, the writer would. 
recommend no one to traverse it." 
Yet men, women, and children, often 
heavily laden, take this short cut 
without accident. 

The other ond longer road is prac- 
ticable for mules from Sion up to the 
top of the pass. For some distance 
it lies amidst forests of fir. It unitek 
with the foot-path before reaching 

Ayent (no Inn) about two hours* 
walk, passing the hamlet Grimisois 
(in German Grimseln) to 

Sim. (Route 5S>.) 

mules may he obtuned for the ascent 
of the Rawyl, 

"Havingbeeu aware of the eiistence 
of the path on the left of the torrent, 
and wishing to resch Sierre, I had to 
cross the valley just opposite Ayent 
to the little village of Icogne, irhence 
I reached Lens, from which point 
the path to Sierre is very straight." — 
J. D. 

Sierre. (/an ; Saleil, good). 
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This is " H valk of 8 hours with- 
out interruption ; a long, steep, and 
tedious pass, but not dangerous, ex- 
cept in very bad weather." The vil. 
lage of Saanen (or Gessonay) and 
the rood between it and Thun is d«- 
scrihed in Route 41. 

At Stood the path turns 8. hy the 
valley of the Saane, the upper end of 
which is called Gstoig-Tba), to 
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3 GMeig— (/»u.- B£r; Rabe) 
— the highest village id it ; situated 
close under the loAy >ad preeipitoiu 
HitUghorn, and near the foot of 
the Sanetsch, the most westerly of 
Ihe pofisefl urer the Bernese chain.* 
The direction of the path Irom 
GiteigisaE,, still b; the side of the 
Soane, through a confined and savage 
gorge until its source is passed. 
The aummlt ma; be reached in ]J 

the sea, and presents a wild rocky 
solitude, unTaried by v^elation i but 

n. of Alps and glainer?, &0DI Mont 



Blan 



noble. 



Alter descending for 
ekirdng along under the edge of the 
great glacier de Champ Fleurl, the 
path reaches the stream of the Morge, 

S| Cbampignol, thence descend- 
ing upon 

Ij 5ibn (Route 5S). 



The enlnuKe to the Simmenlhal 
ties between the Stockhom on the rt. , 
and the Niesen on the 1., and is ap. 
proached from Thun by the road 
along the margin of the lake, and the 
bonks of the Kander, as far as its 
junction wilh the Simmen, a littfe 
below the picturesque castle of Wim- 

3i About two miles farlber oil, 
" the house of the pastor of Erlen- 
bach indicates, by its neatness, the 
eitreme eomfijrt of its internal sr- 
rangements. Large airy rooms and a 
capital German library, with the so- 
ciety of the worthy pastor and bis 
wife, offer many inducements (o a 
lover of quiet and romantic scenery. 
The clergymen In this neigbbourbood 
are all willing to recclie boarders at 
the Tory moderate rate of 4 or 5 
louis a month. From this parsonage 
Latrobs started on those alpine ex- 
peditions which he has described in 






«*(an 



ing a manner 
icellent En- 
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An excel lent carriage road has been 
mode through the Simmenthal as (or 
as Saanen; beyond which it is neither 
good nor quite safe, though practioable 
for carriages. It is a little longer 
than tbe highway by Berne and Frei- 
burg, RouU 42. Thevalley abounds 
in beautiful scenery, rich cultivation, 
fields, orchards, and gardens, mea- 
dows reaching to the topaof the hills, 
with bouses and villages lying along 
the banks of the river ; varied with 
fine bold rocky gorges end open 
basins covered with meadows, and en. 
tirel; of a pastoral eluuacter. 

«i reipeding this 



1} Weissenburg " has a good inn, 
where mulea may be hired and chair^ 
with bearers, to convey persons, who 
do not choo«e to walk, to the Ballu of 
WHiitntuiy, distant between 2 and 3 
miles from this. There is an ascent 
immedialeiy on leaving the tillage, 
but after that the path winds tbraugli 
the most beaulifij and picturesque 
defile, narrowing at every step into a 
profound chasm, till suddenly the 
Bath-house, singularly situated in its 
recesses, bursts upon tlie view. This 
: building is placed in a little nt 
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and the rocks, leaving barely space 
sufficient for the house and baths. 
In this retired spot the traveller is 
surprised to find himself surrounded 
by a eroad of peasants. In July 
there were 75 of that class, and 90 «F 
» higher class of victors : later in 
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the yesi the Utter preponderate. It 
IB difficult to imagine hov they pass 
their time m tbia solitude. Three 
weelie i»the"oure" or period allotted 
to the trial oF the remedy of the 
waters, which aie sulphureous, and 
are supposed to be most eflicscious in 
remoring all Internal obstruotions. 
Great must he their power to induce 
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a place ; yet the scenery around is 
highly picturesque, but inaccessible 
to all but stout climbers, eicept aloDg 
the road to Weisseoburp. Thesource 
is utualed about 1 a mile higher up 
in the gorget and the water, which 
has a temperature of above Ba° 
Reaum,, is conveyed to the baths in 
wooden pipes carried along the face 
of the precipice. 

" The bath house is entirely of 
wood : the food is said to be coarst 
but good ; table d'hute at 1 3 i salle i 
manger large but law; bed roomi 
small. The whole expense, bathi 
included, 9 fr. a-day for the superioi 
class, and about half for the pea- 



above ii . Until the last democral 
rcTolution ^in canton Berne, it was 
the reudence of the landvoght, who 
now occupies bis own humble famv- 
house beside it. It is still (he seat 
of the goTemment, and the prison. 
A cliar road runs heuce past St. 8t«. 
phan (/rr : Alter Schweitier). in l^ 
hour,toMalten(seeRoule39.p.li6.). 

The road to BuUe now quits the 
Simmeuthal, and, turning to the 
6.W., crosses an elevated track of 
pasture land till it descends upon 

2\ Siunea(Fr. GeBiHmy)--</iuu ; 
Landbaus, not good \ the Bear, of^io- 
site, small, but clean, comlbrtable, and 
very reason^le ;— 1839) — the prin^ 
pal place in the pastoral valley of tbe 
upper Saane (Stuine), whose inhabit- 

owners, or occupied in their daitlef, 
and in inanuractaring most excellent 
cheese, eiported to all parts of the 
world as Gruyiiee cheese. A kind 



e the pea- 



Borne way up the 
sants have forined a patnway 
it to the upper pastures, by ^ 

notches, or rude steps, in the feee of 
the rock, and partly by attaching 
ladders io it. By this means they 
scale a diiiy precipice between 200 
and 300 feet high. The pedestrian 
bound tor the upper Simmenthal 

senberg, as there is a short cut direct 
from the baths to Oberwyl, on the 
high road.i 

a Boltingen— (/■,»: Bar;)-" 
village situated £600 feet above the 
sea, a little to the S. of the old castle 
of Simmeneck. The gorge of Idu- 
beck, on the road between Weiraen- 
burg and Zweisimmen, especially 

■cene of grandeur. The river is 
crossed three times before teaching 

2j Zweisimmen — (/m: Crownj 
a Swiss wooden house> good, clean, 
and oheapj — a village utuated at 
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caned f utscaari-kiise. 

Here the new made road ends 
( 1 B4 1 ) beyond this it is a hilly and very 
narrow cross-road. A mile below 
Sasnan we pass out of Berne into 
canton Vaud. German, the langu^e 
of the upper eitreroily of the valley, 
is soon eiclianged for a French pa- 
tms, in the lower portion, which . is 
called Pays den haut Bomand. The 
first Vaudois village b Rougemont 
(Germ. Relchmund). Its chateau 

2 Chateau d'Oex — (/hm; L'Ours, 
clean and comfortable ; Maison de 
Villej)— a village of 612 Inhabitants, 
3030 feet above the sea, Lately rebuilt 
after a conflagration which abnoat 
entirely consumed it. The road neit 
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riages, especially as, for the gre4tei' 



SfftUe 41. — Dent de Jaman — Gnt^-es, 



part of the sWje, it wuuid be impos- 
nble for two to pass each other. Id 
this part of the road it is tiecesftary to 
lend a person ahead to atop any car- 
riages from advancing in tlie oppoaite 
direction. 

S Montbovon, vhich Byron calli 
*• a pretty seraggy village, with a wild 
river and a wooden bridge:" it is 
^tuated in canton Freiburg. A path 
practicable for mules, over the pass 
of the Sent de Jamant descending 
upon the late of Genera above Mon- 
Ireux, will bring the trsieller to 
Vevay in 6 stunden = IS ndles, a ride 
of 5 houn. Byron, who crossed it, 
desaribes the whole route as "beauti- 
ful as a ilream : " 

" The view from the highest points 
(we had both sides of the Jura before 
OS in one point of view, with alps in 
plenty) comprises, on one side, the 
greatest part of Lake Leman ; on the 
other, the valleys and mountMn of 
the canton of Fribourg, and an im- 

di£tel and Morat, and all which the 
borders of the lake of Geneva inherit. 
" The music of ihe cows' bells (for 
tfarar wealth, like the patriarch's is 
CMtlc) in the pastures, which reach 
ta a height far above any mountains 
In Britain, and the shepherds shooS 
Ing to us feom crag to cra^, and play- 
ing on their reeds, where the sleeps 
appeared almost inaccessible, with 
the surrounding scenery, realized all 
that I have ever heard or imagined of 
a pastoral eiislenee : — much mote so 
than Greece or Asia Minor, for there 
Vehave a little too much of the sabre 
and mnsket order, and if there is a 
crook in one hand, you ate sure to 

■was pure and unmiied — solitary, 
uvage, and patriarchal. As we went 
they played the ' Rans de Vaclies' 
and other aiia, by way of brewell. I 
have lately repeopled my mind with 
nature." — Byron'i Journal. 

The Dent de Jaman is 4500 feet 
high. The carriage-road to Vevay 
midiei a very long detour fiom Sloot- 



hovon, descending the valley of the 
Saanc, and passing at Che base of the 
MoUson (61SI feet^ the highest 

9 Gruy^tes ( German, Greyerz) — 
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good. This dirty little mouldering 
town of 375 inhabitanis, is built on 
a hill, the top of which is crowned 
by the Caitli, one of the most eiten- 
sive and best preseried feudnl monu- 
ments in Switzerland. Its owners, 
the Counts of Gruyires were sove- 
reigns of the surrounding district 
down to 1554, when the family be- 
came bankrupt, and thus for^iled 
the lordship, so that their last de- 
scendants died in a strange land. It 
is now fest fjling into decay, only 
one portion being occupied as a bar- 
rack. The gloomy antiquity of the 
interior corresponds with the pic- 
turesque character of its watch-towers, 
battlements, loopholes, from without. 
The walls are 1411. thick, the haUs 
vaulted, and dimly lighted by small 
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rack which had been used since 
beginning of the present century, to 
InHict punishment. If tradition be 
credited, the castle was founded in 
the fifth century, by the chief of ■ 
Vandal horde. The language spoketi 
by the people of the district, a dialect 
of the Romansch (called, in German, 
Gruyerin-Welsch;^ is thought to 
prove their descent from the Burgun- 
dians. It is a subject worthy th« 
attention of travellers. The district 
is also famous for its cheeses, and 
supplies from its rich pastures a 
great part of the 40,000 centners 
(cwt.)of cheese which canton Fri- 
bourg manufiictures yearly, and which 
is chiefly exported under the name of 
Gmyare. The churcit of SI. 3«oma» 
is remarkable for its antiquity. Tha 
inhabitants of the town are a laiy scti 
many of them penuoners of a vei^ 
rich SosjAtal here. 



IJt2 

Tbe vatoh-tower of Lb Tour de 
TicToe van an outpost of the Counts 
of Gnijeres. 

1 BuUe— (/riu.' Cheral Blanc; 
Uaison de Ville, said to be good ;) — 
one of tlie most industTious Iowds in 
the canton. It cooLsins nearly 1500 
inbabitanCs, and is the chief dep&t for 
llie Gruy^te cheese, made in the val- 
leys of the Saarioe and of Charmey. 
It is distant about 1 8 miles ftam Fii- 
bourg, and tbe same from Veiay. 
Out course nov turns 8. alona tbe 
high T'oad between these two places, 
■lurting tbe W, base of the Moleson 

4J Cbalel St. Denis— (Jna. Mai- 
aoD da Ville ; )-^a picturesque viUage, 
with an elevated castle on the L bank 
of the Verajsc. Half a mile S. of it 
tile load enters canton Vaud. 

A pared hill of yeiy awkwaid and 
difficult descent towards the beautiful 
late I.emao, conducts the traveller to 
■ IJ Vaay (Route 56.), but hq 
easy approach by 
sooo he finished. 
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new road will 



ROUTE 42. 



17 stunden 



: .55} Eng. miles, 



may be obtaij 
way from Beroe 
tradudim, g 5. 

A diligence runs daQy, Id about 
14 boun. The road is billy, but 
improved line to Fieyburg has beeu 
completed. 

Ctuitting Beme by the gate of 
Uor^ Banlied by its two bears, wi 
traverse a fertile, but not very in- 
teresting counlr?. At Neueneck 
where there is a good inn (thi 
Hirach), (he stream of the Sense, 
wbioh separates canton Berne from 
Freyburg, is crossed. About 4 miles 
lower down this strea 
feiDous fbr the battle 
Swiss Confederates, under Rudolph of 
Krlach, defeated the mailed chivalry 
of Burgundy and Suahia, in 1339. 



it Neueneck a staep asceot coat- 

spann are required. Tbe gauui 
wings and dark dress of the lemala 
peasaDtry of Berne is exchanged for 
broad-brimmed, flapping straw hats 
and red petticoats; while the ^ume- 

los crosses at the rood-side aanouuf)* 

Roman Catholic canton. 
The appearance of Fr^burg &om 

>e Beme mad is ungularly striking 
and picturesque, as ihe road, vind- 
ing round the shoulder of ttie slasp 
hill overlooking the valley of thQ 
Saafine, brings tbe traveller suddenly 
in view of its antique battlements anid 

mit of a precipitous rock ou the oppo- 
^te side of tbe gorge. Near the top of 
the hill is seen tiie Jesuits' Pensionnatf 
a staring modem building, like a iBft~ 
Dufactory, with S stories and m«nx 
windows ; not tar from it the Jesiuts' 
college and convent ; neit, tlie. Gotbjo 
tower and the church irf St Nichor 
las ; beyond appears tbe suspensioiln 
bridge, hung by 4 ropM of iron aorOM 
the river, and linking together lliq 
two sides <^ the vallsj. Frevunu to 
its oonstmction tin only wajr. of 
reaching the town ftom Berne yiat 
by descending tbe steep bill on th$ 
one ude, and following numerous 
circuitous ligiags which led to thq 
water side. The road then «H>sBad 
tbe river 3 tioies by 3 different low 
bridges, after which it immei^telf 
ascended another alr^e equally fteep, 
A diligence, or heavy carriage, per- 
forming this meandering and diS- 
cult route, required not much less 
than an bour to pass through the 



t the 



vellcr toll) 



Ecending, is truisported in S minulea 
through a breach formed in the tUd 
bouses, on tbe edge ai the precipice^ 
into the centre of the town. A au^ 
derate toll of half a batz for every 
person, and one batz for each horse 
and carnage, is paid on croaimg. 
5 FuTBcacl — (/iHU.- ZiOuingW 



Route 12. — Frt^arg — Sv^tetuum Bridge. 
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HoC clow ti> lbs bridge, good : beds, 
Sfr.juUe d'hote >t ial,l) fr. ; at 4), 
4 ft. TbB ¥»w fi-om the pUtfoim 
bebind of the tiro bridge* ia Ter? 
•Iriking ; tea, 1 fr. Hotel des Mar- 
disnds, near the cbureh, also good.) 

Tbii town, the capital of canton 
l^jburg, ifl aituMed on a proraoa.- 
fory formed bjr tbe windingi of tbe 
Saarine (Saane). Many of the hotuea 
Bland m the yetj edge of tbe preci- 
piee OTerbBTiging the liTer, and their 
guaint architecniTe, the long line of 
embattled walia itretchiDg up hill 
and dawn dale, varied bf tbe cbaki of 
fcndat wateh-lowen, uid .gateways 
of tbe aoeieat f«tiiicatioiia wbicb 
Mill exist in a perfect stat^ togetber 
with the sngular aod romantio fea- 
tnrta of the gorge of tbe Saaiine, giTe 
tbe distant view of the town an af- 
^•n difF^ROt from that of an; other 
in '£im^e, which is at once impoaing 
>nd hi^y picturelque. The nar- 
Tow dirty etreelB and mean buildings 
of the interior do not altogether cor- 
Ktpond with these outward promises 

Freyburgwtufoniidedin llTJi,by 
Ihike Bendithold of Kihringen. 
tnie number c^ inhsliitaDts at pre- 
MDt B about 8484. 

7%e Siapauim Bridge, the longest 
of a single curve in the world, was 
mmpleted and thrown opeu \n 1 S34 
Tlie engineer who constructed it is 
iU. Cbaley, of JjfOBa. Its dimen- 
iionsi coulpared with those of the 
Menu bridge, are as fcdlows : — 

It is supported on 4 cables of iron 
wire, each containing 1056 wires, the 
United strength of which ia capable 
of supporting 3 times the weight 
which the bridge will ever be likiily 
to bear, or 3 times the weight of 2 



the rock, and iilled with nusonrj, 
through which they pass, being at 

tached at the eilremity to enormous 
blocks of stone. The materials of 
which it ia composed are almost ec* 
clusively SwIh; Ihe iron came tram 
Berne, the limestone masonry from 
the quarriea of the Jure, the wood- 
work from the forests of Freybu^: 
tbe workmen were, vUb the eicep- 

I' 

was completed in 3 years, at an eX- 
pense of about 600,000r. (25,0001. 
BterUng), and in i&M, was sultjecled 
to various severe trials to prove it* 
' Higth. First, 15 pieces of aiti^- 



;ebefDrt 



ISO It. 



a of wag_ 

AonMS it. .Ilie cables enter i 
ground on each ride obliquely for a 
Mosiderable distance, and are then 
avried dowD vcrtMal bImRi out in 



■e oollec _ 

tlose a body as possible, first an the 
»ntre, and then at the two eilremi. 
lea, to try the effect of their con- 
'entrmted weight. A depressiofj qT 
I metre (39J inches) was thus pro- 
luced in the part moat weighed upon, 
but aa sensible oscillation was oco«- 
siimed. A few days after the bridge 
was opened by tbe bishop and autho- 
rities of the town, accompanied hf 
about SOOO persous, who passed ovef 
it twice, in procesaion, preceded by ■ 
military band, and keeping step. On 
this aecasiou a slight hanzanlsl vt * 
bration was produced, but it ia very 
improbable that the bridge in its or- 
dinary service will ever receive sudi 
a multitude at once. The passage 
of 2 or 3 heavy caniagea or carts 
across it does not cause tiiQ slighted 
perceptible oscillation; and nothing 
is mare eitraordinary in this beautt 
ful structure than the combination of 
Btabili» with such apparent fragil- 
ity. TLe bridge ia well seeu ftma 
the plalCirm of the Hotel de Zab* 
lingue, (ram the old road below it 
and from the ungular gorge of Got- 

Another wire iric^, 610 ft. long 
and SIT high, has been suspended 
ocroBB the gorge of Gatteron, on the 
t^ponlc side ^ the river Saarine. It 
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vu linished 1B40. Thoiigli not of 
wach large diznenucms as that built xn 
1834, it is more curious, sb the wire 
cables arc attacbed immediately to 
the solid rock on eacb side, and Che 
poiDt of suspension is higher oa one 
aide than on the other, which ^tcs it 
the appearance of half a bridge. The 
object of tliis mode of construction is 
economy, the eipense of building 
piers of solid masonry from the bottom 
*f the ToUey being saved. The new 
road to Vevay passes this bridge. 

The principal Church of St. McAo- 
lai is rather a handsome Gothic 
building. The portal under the 
tower a surmounted by a curious 
bai-relief, representing the Last Judg- 



a the 



i. Ni- 



cholas, and abo> 
Saviour; on the 1. an angel is weigh- 
ing mankind in a huge pair of scales, 
not singly but by lots, and a pair of 
imps are maliciously endeavouring 
to pull down one scale, and make the 
other kick the beam; below is St. 
Peter, ushering the good into Para- 
dise. On the It. hand is the reverse 
of this picture — a devil, with a pig's 
head, is dragging after him, by a 
chain, a crowd of wicked, and carries 
a basket on his back, also tilled with 
^ figures, apparently aboul 






t caldro 



other imps are stirring. Tn (he comer 
is Hell, represented by the jaws of a 
monster, filled up to the teeth with 
evil-doers, and above it is Satan, 

The Organ, built by the late Aloys 
Mooser, a native of the town, is one 
of the finest instruments in Europe. 
The organist is allowed to play on it 
for the gratification of travellers only 
■t hours when the mass is not going 
OD — at { past 1 and J past 5 in the 
•Remoon, and on fete days not at 
alL An arrangement is made with 
the organist by which strangers may 
bare an opportunity of hearing the 
instrument ai^r the table d'hbte at 
the Ziibringer HoC His flie U 



1 1 fr. for a party, and tlie valet do 
place will make an appointment 
with him. The perfbrmanca termi- 
uates with the imitation of a stdrmj" 
introducing the bowling of the windf 
and the roaring of the thunder, inter- 
spersed with a few fiashes of lightning, 
ftom " Der Prnscbuli." The instru- 
ment has 64 stops and 7300 pipes, 
some of them 3S ft bng. 

Canton Freyburg presents a re- 
markable instance * 



nslituU 



purely , 

! chief ir " 



whici 

by the hierarchy. The town irf Frey- 
burg is a stroi^old of the BomiA 
priestliood : it is the see of a bishop, 
who still styles himscJf Bishop of 
Lausanne, although unce the Bo- 
fbrmation, the canton Vaud is cut off 
from his diocese. It eontains no less 
than 9 convents (5 for monks and 
4 for nuns), 1 2 cbnrches, and 10 ch»i 
pels. The JauiU, while interdicted 
from most other states of Europe 
were here openly tolerated, having 
been recalled, in IBIS, by a decree of 
the Grand Council of the canton. 
The Jtnuti' Cametit, or coU^e, was 
founded in 1584 by Father Canisiu^ 
who died in the odour of sanctity at 
the age of 77, and is interred in the 
Jesuits' chuidi, awaiting the honoura 
of canonisation, which have been, it 
is said, long promised to bis re tn ai n si 
Henry I V. of France aubsfn-ibed la- 
wards the building of the church, anS 
presented the high altar, little aware 
of his coming li^ from the dagger 
of a Jesuit. The college supports 
60 brothers, chicly teachers and pro^ 
fessors, who instruct the pupils of the 
Pensionoat, and lecture at the Lyonn, 
a college recently erected. The build. 
ing of the convent is of very humble 
kind, rather mean than otherwise, 
and contuns nothing remarkable. Its 
walla are lined with bad poTtnuts of 
the generals of the order of Jtsa*, 
and of the r 
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town, ntuated on ■ spot OTnlaoklng 
the other edifices, is destined for the 
Teception of about 400 pupil), niBDy 
of them children of the Romui Ca- 
tholic noblefae of France and Ger- 
many, who ore sent hither tOr their 
education. Hie establishment !■ uud 
to be very well conducted. In the 
summer holidays the boys, in little 
troops, beaded by a tutor, make the 
tour of Switieiluid. 

Among the curioaities of Freyburg 
la the ancient trunlc of a Ume-tree, 
phmted, according to tradition, on 
the day of the battle of Motst, in 
1476. The atory relates that a young 
fVcyburgoia, who had fought in the 
battle, aniioua to bring home the 
good riews, ran the whole way, and 
srriTed on this spot, bleeding, out of 
breath, and so exbausted by fatigue, 
that be fell down, and had barely 
time to cry " Victory i " when he 
expired. The branch of lime which 
he carried in bb hand was imme- 
diately planted and grew into Ihe 
tree, of which this decayed trunk, 
20 feet in rircumference, is the re- 
mains. Its branches are supported 
by stone pillar.. 

Near to it is the ancient BatUiam, 
a building of no consequence, but 
standing on the site of the Duke of 
Zaibringen's castle. 

A long flight. of steps leads from 
tins down to the lower town, and 
river side ; it is called the Rut Court 
CSumin, and the roots of some of its 

street above it, called Bm Grande 

■ The canton Freyburg is ungularly 
diTided between the German and 
l^'encb languages, and the line of 
separation), extending from the S.E. 
coimr to tbe N.W., passes through 
the town of Freyburg — so that in Hit 
upper town French is spoken, and in 
the lower Goman. This distinction, 
bowerer, is wearing out. 

Hie walb and gat^ of the town 
.are lingularly peifect specimens of 
ancient . fortification, and contribute. 
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Lib the general air of anti- 
cai^ back the spectator to 

near the Prefecture (thrown across the 
street, and now converted into a pri- 
son), has acquired the name of La 
AfaosatN Tbv, because it contains 
the rack. Though the torture had 
been disused in the canton for aitaj 
years, it was not legally abolished 
until 1B30 1 

The singularly romantic character 
of the winding gorge of the Sooiine^ 
on whose margin Freyburg is planted, 
has been before alluded to. Close to 
Ihe old bridge of Betne, another 
gorge, deep sunk between rocks of 
sandstone, called Gorge de GoUeroK, 
f^>ens into the Saorine. It is a ungu- 
larly wild spot, and Ihe wire bridge, 
spanning the ravine high over h^d 
with its web-like filaments, inoreasea 
its picturesque character. The Urgei 
suspension bridge is also well seen 

About three miles lower down the 
valley of the Saarine, is the Grotto of 
St. Magdalimt, a hermitage and cha- 
pel cut out of the sandstone rock, bv 
a native of Gruyeres, named Duptf, 
between 1670 and 16Ba. Its won. 
dera have been ecaggerated by the 
guide-books, and it is scarce worth a 

Morat is about 10 miles from 
Freyburg (Route43). Coaches run 
to and fro in correspondenoe with 
the steamer navigating the lake lb 
NeuchiteL There is now a good road 
from Freyburg to Vevay by Bullo 
(Route 41.). 

The shortest way to Lausanne is 
by Romont, but the road b so bad 
■ ■ ■ [ly followed. Instead of 



, the c 
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Vaud, is usually laken : it 
is hilly and not very interesting. 

4 Payeme — Germ. Peterlingen — 
(Inair Biir, is newer, but not better 
than the Hotel de VUle). There are 
two churches in this walled town^ 
the one, now turned into awarehouse, 
is in Che rotmd style, and very an- 
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(rtent Bertha, Queen of Burguniij, 
the fbuniier of it, and of the adjoin, 
ing convent (suppressed since the 
Reformation, and now a school) was 
buried in it. The curiosity of the 
place is Queen Bertha's Saddle, a 
cumbrous machine kept in the pariih 
church, from which it appears that, 
IB her ds^s, it was Ihe bshion for 
bdiei to ride en cavalieri but Bertha 
spun as she rode, haviog a distaff 
planted on the pummel. In the same 
ohurch is Bertha's lomh, an antique 
sarcophagus discovered IfllS, now 
covered with a slab of black marbla. 

A carriage road runs from Fajemo 
by Estavayer to Yverdun, running 
partly near the lake of Neucbalel. 
That to Laitsaime Bsceads the valley 
of the Broye, past Lucens, and its 

4 Moudon — Germ. Milden — 
(fim: Cerf; dirty and dear). This 
town was the BomaD Minidunimi, 
hence its modern name. 

At the village of Carouge a road 
turns off on the L to Vevay. 
' The stage to Lausanne, about 13 
iniles, consists of nearly 7 of long 
and incessant ascent, and 5 of de- 
cent. Eitra horses are required for 
the first. From the summit aud S. 
slope of the Jorat (for that la the 
name of the bill) a beautiful view 
expands over the Leman Lake, and 
in clear weather the snows of Mont 
Blanc and the high Alps border the 
horizon. 

It is a drive of 3 hours from Mou- 

4 Lausabki (RouUSC). 



laily, in 14 hours. 
A distant view of the Alps is ob- 
tained on the I. 'Hie Saarine is croesed 

s) AlleAluflen, and a little tartber 



on 


the road cnten 


anion PmbuM. 


Th 


s part of it exhibits a more indns. 
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US and thriving 


aspect than thq 



is Prole! 

g^JIfbrol — Germ. Murten — [Asu.- 
Couronne; Croii Blanche) — athriv- 
ing town of 1650 inhBbi<anl4i situ. 
Kted on the E. shore of the lake of 
Morat, on tha liigh road from Bem% 
Basle, and Soleure, to Lausanne. ltd 
narrow and somewhat dismal ttreel^ 
are overlooked by an old Cailk ; ami 
it is btill partly surrounded by feudal 

10 days, withstood the artillery of 
Charles the Bold. 




The battle of 1476, which 
rendered the name of this otherwisa 
insignificant town bmous all over 
the world, was fought under its walls; 
The Swiss were drawn up along the 
heights a little to the S. W., anil no- 
thing could resist their impetuoua 
charge. The loss of the Burgun- 
dians was immense: 15,000 dead 
bodies were left on the field, and 
thousands perished in the lake. Tha 
bodies of the slain were collected b^ 
the Swira in an Ossuary, which, after 
standing 300 years, was destroyed 
in 179B by tha soldiers of the Bur- 
gundian Legioo in the Revolutionary 
French army, aniit ~ 



ord of tb 



Tbe I 






the 



band of the T5th half-brigade. 

Byron, wbo visited the spot in 
IBIS, says — " A few bones still re* 
main, notwithstanding the paini 
taken by tbe Burguadians for agMt 
(ail wbo passed that way removing a 
bone to their own country), aod tbe 
less Justifiable larceaies of the Swia 
postilions, wbo carried them off to 
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«dl fbr knUb-bandle* — ■ purpoce for 
■wbicb (be wbiteness, imbibed by the 
btea^ipg of jean, had rendered 
them in gieat request. Of those 
relioi I ventured to bring awa; aa 
piueb Bs may have made a quarter of 
B hero, for which the sole eiciue is, 
that, if I had not, the neit passer-by 
might have perverted them to worse 
Uses thao the careful pieaervation 
whidi I intended for them."~-Byroii. 
Since Byron visited the spot the 
scattered remains have been collected 
and buried, and an obelisk has been 
•et up over them (in 1S92), by the can- 
it the road-side, about 



of a 



n the si 



the bone-house. The inscripti 

made of iron hoops, used in the 
lialtle, are ctill preserved in tbe 
Xomt-hotite of Mont. 

The best view of the battle-Geld 
and laie is liom the hill of MincA- 
Kjiisr, near an enormous lime'tTee, 
36i). in ciroumlerence, and 90ft. 
bigh, still in fiill vigour and luiuriont 
foUage ; il la probably at least 600 
years old, siinoe, according to tra- 
^iition, the Swiss held a council of 
war befure tbe battle, under its 
ahade. According to £t>elt the tree 

tioao. Cooper, in aonsequence, took 
a long walk up the hill, under a 
hot snn, to see it. " There we went, 
digging OUT weary limba after us, 
to discover that for ^diam^trs' we 

I wish the erratum bad been in his 
book instead of mine." 
(- The lake of Marat is about S miles 
long and 3 broad ; it is separated by 
• narrow flat tract of land &om the 
Uk( of Neuchatd, but emptica ita^ 
ioto it througt) the river Broye. 
- .. Xbfi tttanur from Neudiitel pr. 
Mads, 3 times a week, to Morat, i 
tka Broye, returning the same dayi 
- About 6 miles beyond Morat is 

1^ Avenoha ~ Germ. Wiflisbui 
■r-(/nH.- Couronne; Hotel de Vine) 
ta nneient walled town, of 1050 inha. 



i^tant% dtuated in the 8.W. angle of 
the area once occupied by /JhkMcbw, 
the Roman capital of MeUetla. It 
appear! to have existed before tbe 

height of its prosperity, and a popu- 
lation of 6<^000 souls, in the tdgb 
of Vespasian and Titus ) and !t wis 
destroyed, first by the Allemanpl^ 
and afterwards by Attila The an- 
cient walls may be traced for nearly 
4 miles, in some places 14 ft. Ihisk 
and 15 CI. high. The modem town 
£ll3 but one-tenth of the space they 
endosad — the rest is meadow-land 
or coru-Geld. About a mile before 
reaching Avenches the road from 
Morat is carried through a breseb in 
these ancient fortifications. On the 
L is seen a tower, which, (bough 
ruined, is the most perfect of Ihe 
Roman edillces bere. lliey owe their 
total destmetion to their massy ma- 
sonry baring been for ages regarded 
aa a quarry out of which the neigb- 
buuiing houses and villages have 
been built. Close to tbe modem 
town, on the 1. of the road, a solitsry 
Corinthian column, ST ft. high, is still 
standing, and has, for a long tlm^ 
served th'i sticks as ■ pedeatal t6 
build their nesia on. 



with the wild bewlldend 



then 



M of an amphitheatre, and 

of an aqueduct, eitst, and 
may be discovered by nunuta search,. 
I^eitus has recorded the history of 
a young Aventian prioatess, named 
Julia Alpinula, who, when her father, 
tbe chief man oF tbe city, had been 
conderaiied to death fbr aiding and 
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abettiDg an insurreotioii ngMmt the 
Romaiu {k.d. 69), betool herself to 
^e camp of the Rodud General, 
'tad, throiring henelf at bis feet, be- 
.aougbt him to ^wre her lather's life. 
He proved iaeiorable to faer tean ; 
.her youth Had ianocence were alike 

filled, and ehe died of a broken heart. 

I^*r«>ith*M I^TR ; faer heut, b^tb 
to Hhtoi'i, broke o'er > Cittaer^ 



JiutlC?^' two 



r.%., 



mlod, or 



1500 years after this event the epi- 
taph of Julia Tag found among these 
niios: — itninalhua; — "Julia Alpi- 
aula: Hu! Jaceo. Infeliciapatrii in- 
.ielii proteB. De« Ayentlie Sacerdoa. 
Xiorare patrit neceni non potui : Male 
moii in &tii illi erat. Vixi annm 
uio. (I, Julia Alpinula, lie here — 
.unfortunate child of,an un&rtimite 
parent, priestess of the Goddeaa 
Aventia. 1 iailed in averting by my 
prayers, the death of my lather: 
the Fates had decreed that he should 
die ignominiously. I lived to tlie 
age of 23.)" Byron says — " I 
kno' of no human compoaitioD so 
af^cting as this, nor a history of 
deeper Interest. These are the names 
■nd actions which ought not to peii<>b, 

and healthy tenderness, from the 
wretched and glittering detail of a 
confused mass rS'oonquests and battles, 
vith which the mind is roused for a 
time to a &lse and feverish sympathy, 
from whence it recurs at length wilb 
■U the nausea aoniequent on such in- 
tAiication." — Byrot^. 

His inscription has been bought 
by an Englishman and removed from 
the spot. 



The fimlat Cattb was built V « 

Count Wirilo, in the 7th century, 
whence the German name of Aven* 

At DomJidier, S miles firom Aveib 
ches, a road strikes off on the right to 
Freyburg, described along with its 
remarkable bridge, in Route 4S. 

S Payeme. Here we fidl into 
Route 42. ftom Freyburg to 

8 LausAHHi (is described in 
Route 56). 



BBeXB BJ MKDCHimt. 

gj Blunden^Sl English miles. 

Diligences go daily in 6 hours. 

There^is another way by ^Morat, 
and thence in the steamer to NcUp- 
ch4tel; but it only goes S times »■ 
week, and the days and hours must be 
ascertained before setting out. The 
following road passes by Seedorf, • 
village named fhnn the pretty little 
lake, to 

4J Aarberg — ( Inn : Krone j) — a 
town of a single street, on a promon- 
tory on the Aar, which, when high. 

Here the roads from Basle, SoIeUIC, 
Neuchitel, and Lausanne meet. Tra- 
vellers desirous of visiting Rousseau's 
island, on the lake of Bieune ( Route 
45. ), may proceed from this by Wal- 
perswyl and Teuffelen to GertA- 
fingeu, on the margin of the .laksk 
about 4 miles from Aarberg. The 
road to Neuchatel is carried through 
Siselen and 

SJ Anet, or Ins, a village on an 
eminence, from which the Alps ara 
well seen in clear weather, with the 
lake of Moral and Neuchatel near at 
hand. The lake of Bienne lies about 
9 miles to the N. of this place. Ancx- 
cellent road has been msde from Anat 
to Morat, opening a ready communi- 
cation between Neucbillel and Frey- 
burg. Skirting the bill of Jolimont 
we cross the river Thiel, or Zihl, 
through which the walata of tbe lake 
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of Neuchatd are disobarged into tliat 
of Bienne. It forma the boundary 
line of eaoloos Berne and Neuchli- 
td. The Castle, dose to the bii^e, 
ia DOT a priabn ; a road rutu frooi 
this to Erlach (Ceriier), a town of 
1000 inhabitants, on a spur of the 
JolimODt, irhich projects into the lake 
like a irall or caiueway, nearly ■■ ti 
aa Rousseau's IiUnd. The castle of 
Erlaeh was the cradle of the noble 
&mily of that name : BUMng its 
memben was Rudolph, the hero of 

Near St. Blsiie the toad, recently 
"""■<■ ■"■"■* aod improved, reaches 
the margin of the lake of Neuchitel, 
and continues along it at the foot of 
the Chaumont, as &r as 

a; NancHl 
burg — ban ; . ... ,,„..., 
des Atpes, at the vster-sidB. 

Neuchatel, the chief town of the 
canton, is huilt upon the steep slope 
trf the Jura mountains, and along a 
oarrow shelf of level ground between 
the hills and the lake, formed fbt the 
most part of allurial deposits brought 
down by tfae riTBi Seyon, partly 
gained by embankments trom the 
water. Within a few years several 
new streets hare been built on (he 
land thus acquired. It has nearly 
6000 inhabitants. Except as the 
thredold of Swilierland, it has little 
to interest the passing traveller > it 
has but little trade, and not much 
activity, eicept on market days. Its 
objects of curioaty are fe 






lake, 



tiiough agreeable, is tame, compared 
with that of other Swiss lakes. On 
the other band, to one newly arrived 
in the country, tbe first, and under 
all circumstances glorious, view of 
the Alps fcata the heights of the Jura 
above the town, must appear mag^ 
niflcent; andtbould the sky be clear, 
aod the traveller's temper even, tbe 
olq'ects around will assume a dif^rent 
aspect, and Neuchatel, with its pic- 
turesque old castle, its numerous white 
country houses, its vine-clad 'hills, and 



The Old CaiOt on tbe height, now 
occupied by the Prussian Govermn-, 

and partly converted into government 
offices, was originally tbe residence of 
the French princes of Neuchatel of 
the houM of Chalons ( Longueville), 
who were, at least nominally, the 
soveici^s of this little state : literally 
a principality, with republican inati- 
tutions, yet retaining many feudal 
tenures. The subjects, inde«i, of tfae 
Prioce of Neuchatel, maintained ^ 
loudy their privileges and IJbertiea, 
allowing him but very limited Bl^ 
thority over them. When the house 
of Chalons became extinct in 1707, 
the King of Prussia was ehoasu aa 
the nearest descendant by the fkoala 
line, to be sovereign or sCadtbfJder. 
The rule of the house of Branden- 
burg was interrupted by Napoleoii, 
who made Marshal Btrthier Frinee 
of Neuchatel, but has been resumed 
since 1S15. The king has the right 
of appointing a governor, the mayor 
and 45 members out of the 75 who 
compose the Grand Council. Of 
these the governor alone is pemutted 
to be a foreigner 1 70,000 &ancs ar* 
paid out of the taxes annually to the 
king. Though long an ally of the 
Swiss cantons, Neuchatel was not for- 
mally incorporated as a member of the 
Confederation until 1814. 

The Church, adjoining the castle, 
is a Gothic building of the 12th oen- 
tury; but the E. < ' ' ' 



U older. Witt 



of the French princes of 
Neuchitel, decorated with their effi- 
^es. Fare], the reformer, was bu- 
ried on the terrace, in front of the 
building, but the situation of his 
grsve is unknown. There is a pleas- 
ing view from this terrace. 

The Hom de ViOt, in the lower 
town, is a large modem edifice, laced 
with a Grecian portico. In it the 
meetings of the Grand Council of the 
canton are held. 

The (>yniuritiin, a handsome new 
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fauildiDg near tbe lake, erected by tbe 

town, aa ■ kiad of public school, con- 
taina B Tcry inleretting Miatum of 
Natnul SiMlerf, including good col- 
ItC^oa in loology, Donohologj, and 
geology. The specimens (^ Tockii 
kod fossils iUuKnting the Mructure 
of the Juia mountaina, are very com- 



af ProSaaoT Aguaz, b Dative of Neu- 
ehatel, vbote interesting discoyeries 
in the history of fosul fishes have 
thrown more light on tbat branch of 
the study than. any one since Cu«ier 
had done. 

The charitable institutions of this 
ta«ti, for which it is indebted to its 

aoale. In ITSS one Daiid Fury lefl 
hi* whole fortune of 4,000,000 of 
liTies (166,OOW.), lo endow an hos- 
pital and poor.house, and for other 
purposes connected with the improTe- 
iuent of bis native town. He bad 
quitted it a poor lad, without mon^ 
or friend^ had gradually, by industry 
and talent for business increased hu 



DWner.of mines, banker, and, iinally, 
tuillioDBire. at Lisbon, where he died. 
■ The SoMpilid FmtrliJti is a umilar 
DUlnument of the benevolence and 
publto spirit of a townsman. It is 
open to people of all religions 
countries alike. 

, ' Tfaoie who Tould enjoy one of the 
finest distant views of the Alps, with 
the lakes of Neuchitel, Morat, and 
fiinine in' the fbteground, and the 
long range of the Jura on the N. 
should ascend to the sienniil of Ike 
ChaipnimI, the hill immediately abora 
Neuchatel. It is but an hour's walk, 
•ad a cairisge road leads thither. It 
is S58Q feet above Ibe sea leveL The 
view comprehends the whole array of 
Alps, from the Titlis to Mont Blanc, 
kod is said to be finer eien than that 
from the Weissenstein. It i 
however, be borne in mind, that the 
atmosphere is seldom perfectly dou; 
«D ttml thia raagnilicent view is. 



bapi, seen to peiftetioll not moia 

On the slope of the hill, about m 

mile above the town, lies the largest 

boulder-stone known on the Jursj 

called i>urn d Bol, (toad-stone), 

EuTQ house ; it is 69 ftet loi^ by.4S 
broad, and Is cakulaled to cnOtaia 
14,000 cubic bet. It is of granite 
similar lo that of the Great St. Ber- 
nard, from which part of the Alpa it 
prolwbly came, as there is no aimilar 
rock nearer at hand ; yet it eihildta 
DO symptoms of attrition, all iti 
angles bdng perfectly sharp. No 
saCis&ctory eiplanadon baa yet been 
given of the eitraordinary mullitud* 
of umilar detached rocks, vhieb strew 
the entire M. slope of the Jura, and 
which, from the nature of the stoQS, 
must have all been derived from the 
high Alps. Their presence in this 
spot is attributed by Fro£ A{[aEaii 
lo the existence of glacierB here at a 
former period of the world's eikt- 

The Corgt oftht Seym (tbeatreaitt 
passing through the town), immedi- 
ately behind Neuchalel, is a moM 
singular acenc, and those who find 
little to amuse tbem in the town will 
not repent a walk to explore ili 
though its recesses are only to be 
reached by scnunblii^g and climlnng^ 
It is a deep narrow fissure, deaving 
the centre of the chain of the Jura, 
and allowing the river Seyon to es- 
cape fcom the Val de Bus, into the 
lake of Neucbatel. The section it 
presents of the strata of the Juia 
limestone will prove paniculariy ut> 
struDtive to the geologist. In me 
spot they may be observed curved 
and fractured, probably by tba up< 
heaving force from below, which first 

Ontude the town, near a siogularlj'. 
placed water-mill, the rent, or go^e, 
makes a sudden bend at right angles 
to its fiirmer direction, and the rocks 
nearly close over the atream,, which 
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-tiAti^Bkiuu 



Hiera'swMipa Toimd tbs enincno 
-whieb the CHtle ituidt, and Sows 
lata the l&kc after painng throng 
the eentte of the town. Though in 
irinter a furious tonent sireeijing 
«TBTjthiiig brfbre it, it in redue^ in 

to > noisome driblet of water. 

I unvholesome effiaria. A 



mada Ihnnigh ibe rock at the bend 
before alluded to, for the purpose of 
carrjing ita waters entirelj clear t^ 
the town into the lake, at a consider- 
aMe djitance S. of its present outlet. 

A uev road to Vallengin haa baen 
tneed up this go^e, fbilowing 
nearly the line of the conduit irhich 
■npplin Nauehfttel vith vater. It 
vill require to be cut through the 
limestone rock ibr nearly S miles, but 
will sTOid altogelhn: the painful as- 
cent and descent which the eiiMiug 
road makes. 

The principal produce of the san- 
ton is wine ; the beM loits resemble 
Burgundv.butaremuohinforioT. The 
iriaieF manufactnm is that of watches 
and clocks, ol which 130,000 are, it 
it said, exported annually : die ceo- 
tiiea] seat of it may be sud to be the 
valley of Chaux de Fonds and Loole 
(Route 4a)} but much is done iathe 
town of Neudiiitel. " Most of tbe 
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>f Neuohatel ; the dealers 
at Genem contracting for ail the 
good onei^ and leaving the bad. But 
the nunabcCurer* of NeuAhStel are 
aiow beginning to cultiTate for tham- 
sslf«s this braneb of industry, which 
isgradually leaving GraiBva." — V. C, 
T, 
The SItamtr navigating the lake 

isacbes Yverdnn at 9 ; sets out to 
letum at 10; reaches Neuchitel at 
IB or 1. Three timss a week it 
leaves for Morac at 9. returns thence 
at 4, and arrives st Neuebitel M 
7 r.K. By means of this convey- 
anse a traveller, leaving Neuohitel 
in the morning may reach Lausanne 
Ml}; in timefbrthe Genevasteamer 



ao M to arrive at that' place by 

Coaeh€$ run from Morat to Berne 
and Frajburg, ia oorTespDadeaee wiMi 
the steaul-boaL 

The new road to Bienne, along the 
Wi sbore of the lake, thorteos ttw 
journey to that place, to Sctoire, and 
to Basle, by 3 houn, and . Is bt 
prettier tbaa the old toad (Route 

DiUgatea go daily Sima Neucbital 
to Poatailier and Benulton, to B«nw 
and Bale, t« GeBCva and Lauaanna.' 



1 8^ stuodai = 60] English mile*.' 

BieoiN is doeribea in Route 1. 

An eieellent new mad was Gnidied 
in 1837, along the VI. shore of tbe 
lake of Bienne, partly by cutting a 
pasiage through the rock. Itisdiout 
S miles sboiler than the old road 1^ 
Sselen, and perfectly level, while tM 
Other is very billy, 

The Latit o^ Bitiute (Oeiroan 
Biilir Sue) is about 10 mUes long 
and nearly 3 broad. It is S fo«t 
lower than the lake <rf Neuchitd, 
whose waters it receives at its S. ex- 
tremity by the Thiel, discharging 
them again at the N.E. comer. 
through a continuation of the sanv 
river. Its banks are neither bold 
striking, but it possesses much 
bekuty of scenery, although it 



qui 



celebrity chiefly to Itous- 
■eau's reridence on it, and (o his somo- 
whateitravagant praises. TYie bltSI. 
Piart, OD which he took refuge fbr 
3 monthi, in 1765, after his proscrip- 
tion at Paris, and his pretended 
stoning at Moticrs (Route 49), is 
utuated about 6 miles from Bienne. 
Boats may be hired at almost atl the 
villages on the lake to row to it. 
There is now (1841) a ifsonn- Ml 



'TS3 Route iS. — Hotaseau't 'J*kmd — Lac de Btenne. 



the lake tn conBection vith tbat on 

the lake of NeuchiUl. 

Carriages ma; be lent on ttata 

Bienne to Oleiisae, a village opposite 

the Uland, to wait. 

Tlie island, a pretty object, k a 

ridge of nndstone, riring 13 feet 
-above the lake, and prolonged BouCh- 
' wardfl, under vater, to the hill oalled 

Jolitnont. It is crowned b; a beautU 



'e of magnifice] 



. old oaks, the 
■hade of w 
refireehiDg. Tbe following desorip. 
liou ifl given of it by Rousseau in his 

" De toute* les habitations, oil j'ai 
denieur6(et j'enai eu de charmantes), 
aucune ue in'a rendu s'l yfritablement 

^heureuxj et ne m^a luss£ de si ten- 
dres regrets que Tile de Sb Pierre au 
milieu du lac de Bienne. Cette 
peUte tie qu'on appelle a Neufrhatel 
Tlh dt la vwtu, est bien peu connue, 
mSixte en Suisse. Cependant elle est 

'tr^agr6able et unguli^remeutsituee 

'pour 1e bonbeur d*un homme qni 
aime a se circoDScrire ; car quoique 
je »ois peut-Stre Ic seul au monde a 
qui sa destin£e en ail fait use loi, je 
DV puis croire Stre le aeul qui ait uo 
gout si naturel, quoique je ne I'aie 
tnniv£ jusqu'ici chez nul autre. 

" Les tives du lae de Bienne soot 
plus sauvaws et plus roraantiaues 
que edies du lac de Oeii4' 
que les rochets et les bois j 
I'eau de plus prfs ; mus elles ne sont 
pas moins riaoles ; il ; a moins de 
culture de champs et de vignes, 
moins de villes et de nuusons ; il y a 
aussi plus de verdure naturelle, plus 
de prairies, d'asiles ombrag^ de bo- 

- cages, des contrastes plus fr^uents 
et des Bccidens plus rapproch^s. 
Conune il n'y a pas Kur ces heureui 
bords de grandes routes commodes 
pour les vultures, le pays est peu ti6- 
qu<at£ par les voyegeurs * : ) maia il 
est int^nasaal pour des contemplatiGi 



land.hABe prcfluced a greit 















aharmea de la nature et ^ ae ra. _ 
dans uu uleooe que ne trouble ai 
bruit que le cri dee aigles, le ramagie 
entrecoup^ de quelquea oiseaux, et ie 
loulemeut des torrents qui . tombent 
de la montagne. Ce beau - baaniL 
d'une Ibrme piesque ronde, renfenne 
dans son milieu deui petite* ilea, 
I'une habitue et cultirie. d'enviran 
demi-lieue de tour ; I'autre, plo* 
petite; d^serte et en &iche, et qui 
sera d£truite a la Gn par Us trana- 



» de U t. 



' qu'oi 



pour r^parer les d%ats que les 
*agues et lei orages ibnt k la gtande. 
Celt ainu que la subBtBoce du faiUe 
est taujours employ^ au profit dn 
puisaant. 

" II n'y a dans Itle qu'nne aeule 
maison, mais graude, agr&ble et com- 
mode, qui appartient a I'hopital de 
Berne, ainsi que I'Ue, et6u logo le 
receveur avec aa bmille et ses domea- 
tiques. II y entretient une nombreuie 
baase-cour, une voli^re et des riser. 
ToirB pour les poiasona. L'ile dans 
SB petitesse est tellemoit Tarife dans 
ses terrains et dans ses aspects, qu'eHe 
offre toutea sortee de sites,' et souSre 
toutes Bortes de culture : on y trouve 
de& champs, des vignes, des bois, des 
vergers, dea grae pituragea ombrag6s 
de bosquets et bord£a d'arbrisaewra 
de toute espSce, dont le bord des ean 
entretient la fraicheur; une haute 
terrasse plant£e de deux rangs d'arbret 
eulacc rile Hani toule sa longueur, et 

ball un joli salon, oil les haMtants 
des rives voisines se rassemblent- et 
viennent danser les Dinianches durant 
les vendanges. Une de mes naviga- 
tions les plus fr^uentes £tail d'aller 
de la grande k la petite ile, d'y dAxu-- 
quer et d'y passer I'aprils-din^e, tantftt 
a des promenades tris-clrconscrites 
au milieu des marceaui, des bour- 
dames, des persicaires, et ds arbria- 
seam de toule espeee ; et lantit 
m'itablissant au sommet d'un terb« 
sablonneui, convert de gaion, de sar- 
polet, de fleuTS, mSme d'esparcettes 
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!«t deti^fla qu'oD BTut -m 
bUUemmt temi* ■utrefbii. 
" Qnuid le Isc »pti ne m 

" 1, Je 






nun uprit-midi 
m'wnejuit tanldt dans lea r&liiita lea 
plu> rainta eE 1« plus solitaires pour 
J river i mon use, tantol nir lea ter- 
. itnrs et les tertres pour pBreourir des 
.*mi le snptrbs et nviaauit coup 
d'inl du lae et de ses Tinges, cou- 
rooni d'un cati par des montagne* 
produunes, at de I'uitre elargi en 
riebei et fertUes plunes dana le>- 
qudles Is ¥ue s'^tendut jus^u'auz 
montagnea bleuitiea plus iloigo^es 
qui Ib. bomaient. En sottant d'une 
kinguA et douce reverie, me f oyant 
entour^ de verdure, de ^fleuia, d'lu- 

Join sur les roQunesquea rivagea qui 
bordaient une Tsale ^tendue d'une 
eau cliiire et criatallinej J'animiLaiB A 
met fictioni tous oes ainublcs objets ; 
et me tniunnt enGu rameii^ par de- 
grta i moi-in£me, et i tout ce qui 
m'entourait, je ne pourais marquer le 
point de separation dea fictions . auJL 
rialitfa, taut tout 









e Je 



X beau sijour. ^ue ne 'peut- 
alle renaitre moore 1 Que ne puis-je 
mlleT finir mea joura dana Htte lie 
chjrie, sana en reaaorur jamaia, ni 
jamais J lefoir aucun baliitant du 
coutiuait qui me rappel jt le aouTenir 
des ealamit£a de touts espeoe qu'ils 
se plusent A raasembler sur, moi de- 
puisM 



He has further n 
of pasaing fais time 
botaniiiug, in musii: 



irdcd the mode 

n climbing the 
trees, iritn a nag iiea round him to 
gather the ^uit, in carrying oret a 
colony of lablnta, to etoek the neigh- 
boDiiog islet, snd iu allowing bim- 
seif to drift tor hours across the Uke, 
stretched on hii back in a little boat. 
The.&rm house in which he dwell 
xtow serrcs as an inn, but Rauaseau's 
room is preserved nearly in the state 
in which he left it, except that its 



walls, doors, abutters, and windows 
are scribbled over , with names of 
viaitors of all oations. For souM 
after his arziTsl he lemained 



itunkuc 



; but ai 



author of the " Con- 
trat Social" □□ the island became 
noised sbroad, it was inundated with 
shoals of curious Tiaitora. To eac^e 
their importunitiea he used to climb 
up by a stove, through a tr^i-door 
(still shown) into the garret, and fre- 
quently, when infiirmed by his host 
that a party had come expressly to 
see him, refined to appear — " Je ne 
suii pas ici dsns une m^Dsgerie." 

J^fter haTJDg, by his own aceoudt^ 
mada up his mind to end hia days on 
his beloved ialand, he was at length 
expelled the canton of Berne, by a 
decree of the Grand Council, after in 
begging them, in 






impruoomenl, aud.toloc 
llie in some old castle. 

" We rambled over 
island for a couple of 
left it with the greatest regret, and 
if ever we are in this country again 
we certainly shsll spend a day bore. 
The-whule view ia one of quiet love- 
liness, wbicli gives one a feeling of 
repose afler the grandeur of Alpine 
scenery." — Ld. F. 

3 Neuveville (Germ. Neuctadl), a 
little town of 13CX>iuhsbituits,on the 
edge of the lake at the foot of the 
Cbasieral, and a little to the 8.W. 
of Che two islands. 

On the opposite aide of (he lake, 
near its S. extremity, atands Erlach 
( Cerlier), at the foot of the Jolimont, 
a hill of sandstone, which sends out 
the spur prolonged into the Isle St. 
Pierre, pnKlucing shallows covered 
with reeds stretching into the lake. 

The borders of the lake of Neu- 






«cheds1 



St. Blaise, and an improved 
skirdng' the edge of the vme- 
yards, conducts thence to 

1- NaucHAiiL (see Route 44, p. 
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If (ace ]>. 131.) anddili- 
geDGatrun dail; between N«ui!liitel 
■od Yverdun. 

PcnUiorMi me pioiided on the 
mad to Yverdun. 
- 3^ poiu VaunuueuB. 
'. SJ'posti YTCrdun. $£30. 
' A little more Xhta a mile from the 
gates of Neuebitel the road omCHa 
the glen of Serri^Tes b^ a huidKMna 
None bridge, built by Marriul Ber- 
thier. The bgttsai of it is oocupied 
I little hamlet, composad of 



group 



of watar-i 



liUs, tuTDad bj I 



arkable itresi 
of the ddl and felling into the lake, 
aftw a eouiM irf not more than half a 
mile. Though it remains, aa it were, 
bat a fev minutes abo«e ground, M 
rises in aufficient force tuid volume 
to turn a vheel within 900 yards of 
its BDoree, and lubssquently s«ts in 
motion sereral others, both above and 
beknr the bridge. It is fed from 
secret reserroin within the motln. 
tain, and is probably to be identifled 
-with some of thoae ungular streams 
wMch bury tbemselTcB In ToTJons 
plaeea among tbe caTemous range of 

About S miles ftiAer ia Colum. 
Wer, once the seat of tbe Scotch Mar- 
■hal Keith, (be-niend and general of 
Frederick the Great : he was gn. 
vernor of Neuch&tel. CortaBlod. by 
Ae watet.side, produoes one of the 
best wines in the aaotm. 
' 9) 8t Aubin— (iWii.- Couronne ;) 
— a village halC-way to Yrerduo. 
Near it are the oBstlea of Gorgier and 
Vaumannis. An eicurnon may ba 
made irom this over the hills to the 
Creux de Vent (Route 4g). 

It was with the view of relieving 
the unimportant fort of Vaumarcus, 
in which some of his couneillors and 
iViends were besieged by tbe Swiss 
that Charles the Bold of Burgundy 
abaAdoned his strongly fintiSed camp 
behind Grandson, and marebed his 
forces down to the narrow strip be. 

wbeie there was not space to deploy 



a tbud pui 1^ tbam, and riiei« UU 
cavalry and vtiUery were usdem 
Tbe advanced guard of the Swi^ who 
oanw from Nenofaatel, was .pOrtMl 
near Concise (a village in eantaa 
Vaud), and their batteriea on Use ' 
h^fhts did great execution upon tbf 
Burgundiaus. Here, fiilJing on tbeir 
knees in prayer, as was the ouetodst 
of the Swis* at tha. opening of a battle, 
they received on tbeit lanaes the 
charge of theBur^ndtanliorBo, who 
nustook their aldtude lor one of BUb> 
miasion. From the bills above, laMr 
ia'the day, ei^ioed tbe wai^horaa of 
Uri and Uuterwddao. aimoiineing the 
arrival of reinfiircementa trom Uuoe 



These 



a battle lies betm 



Concise — (An; L'Eou de FraiM% 
eomfortable ) — and 

S) GraMdum — (/mis: Liond'Or) 
Croix Rouge, not good;) — a towacf 
890 inhabitants, with a venerdda 
castle, now oonverted into a aauS'-«i«4i 
nuliwtory, on an eminence above- tbe 
lake. It is historiBally remarkably 
beesuae before the battle of Grandson 
it resistad for 10 daya tbe aesaulta 
and artilUry of tha Burgnndian aisny. 
When at length the garrison, reduced 
by bmine and invited by the offte 
of free pardon, by a spy or desartcv 
who bad ennred tbe waCle by stealthi 
surrendered it, Charlci, with a fiooi 
city pecmliar to his characteE, eanaed 
tbem to be stripped and hung hf 
hundreds on Um mrroundiag trees^ 
and as many more to be drovned IQ 
the lake. But two days after, on 
the 3d of March, 1476, he expietM 
Ibis atrocious erime,'and eiperleneed 
the vengeance of the Swiss in the mb 
mocable defeat of bis boat 50/)00 
strong, by the army of tbe oonled»> 
rales, amounting, to not muob more 
than 1 of that number; and wai 
bimseff compelled to Sy for bis li& 
across tbe mauntaiiis, with but five 
ibllowers. Tbe spoil of hia 
which fell into the hands of tl 
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$00 HMidudti (11 hi* jeveli sod 
regalia, costly bwigu>g>i and military 
cheat ; on that imj gold and dio- 
mOBds irete dealt out to tbe Swiu 
by baiuU'nl& 

Tbe Clmrek of GrandioD is very 
wicient ; Ftuel preocbed tbe refonued 
doctrine* fiom its pulpic Then ii 
■ path orer tbe hilla Erom Giuidson 
to Motima Traven. 

1 roTdia (Gemuui Iflert^) -r 
(Imt ■' H. de LiMidrea, good but 
dear ; Maisoo Itoug^ also good, and 
asid Co be more reasoo^le) — a town 
of 3243 inhabitant)^ at the S. ex- 
tremity of the lake Neuebitel, at the 
apot where the Orbe (tbencatbnh 
oalled Thiele) &Ua into it. It is 
built upon tbe site of tbe Bonian 
Ebredmitm, whose name, with a little 
efaange, it still inlieriti. 

The Cattle, built in tbe IStb can. 
tury by CooTad of ZahriugeB, became 
tbe icbool-bouae aud remdeuee of 
Pestaloui, &oio 1805 to 18SJ. Al- 
though the founder of a syatem of 
education, and of many achoob butb 
in £uTape and America, be waa a very 
bad practical scboolmastei binuelf; 
and thla establishment, tbe bead. 
quarten as it were of bis system, 
turned out a signal failure. 

A very deUgbtfiil eieursioo may 
be made from this up the Val Orbe 
to the I*c de Joui (Route 50). 
The road hence to GcDCia. pasaes 
through Val Orbe. 

Diligencea go to 
aleam-boat to Neuchjttel &om Ytct- 
duu daily. ' 

About a mile 8. of the town, at tbe 
extremity of an avenue of poplars, a 



1) EohalteDa, a Tillage on tbe ri 
Taleot, with 714 iDbabitanta. 
SJ LauaaKMB (in Route 5e). 



ireceaJLtn. to la caxvi d( towbi 

e atuDden.^ 19j Eng. miloL 

Diligenoea daily. 

The high road to Vallengin is at 
present carried over tbe steep bill at 
the back of Neucbatel; a new line it 
propoaed, whicb will conduct it dU 
rectly through the profound obasm at 
tbe Seyon (lee p. 13a> 

1^ Vallengin— (/lui: Coinonne) 
— ia the principal place in the ftitile 
Val de Ruz. Its CaHle (now « 
prison) is in pan aa old as tbe ISA 
century ; its base is washed by tba 
SeyoD. The ChuriA, a peifectly re- 
gular Gothic Btmcture, waa built bf 
a Count of Vallengin, on bia return 

St sea that he would buiJd a cburoh 
the water I accordingly tba 
m of the valley is oonducted ui^ 
dec the building. 

A steep and long ascent i^ the 
Tete de Rang leads, through nniu* 
tercsting country, to 

3 Id Chaui de Fonda —(An: 
Lilie) — B scattered village, of 9O0O 
iohabitanta, in a bleak, upland, and 
desolate vallej, bare of wood, and 
from ill great elevaticHi of 3070 ft, 
above the sea, capable of producing 
only a scanty crop of oats. Tbt 
village oovers an ares not tesi than 
that of tbe dty of Oxford, each cottage 
being an isidated cube, surrounded 
by a croft or garden half an acre or 
an acre in extent. Its inhabitanu 
ore reputed to be very rich. After 
Locle, it is the diief seat of tbe ma- 
nubctuie of clocks and watches. 
This is not carried on in large fiMto- 
ries, but iu the cepante dwelling! of 
the workmen. Each man usually 
makce only one partioular piece of 
roachinery, leaving even tbe flnisbing 
of it to Others. The number of per. 
BOOB here and at Locle, and in tbe 
neigbbouring district engaged in diC 
ferent bronchea of V"^ ' ' ' 
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litaat 1 3,000 ; the wlga vary from 
4 &. to 10 fr. ■ day. The number of 
gold Bud nlver watches made in 1 336 
was 108,295; in 1774 the total num- 
ber of wMchea made irm 300. lliere 
are two iwWerTaiuoB miUi here, turned 
by the stream of the valley preTious 
to ita unking underground ; the rocka 
have been bWed to aSbcd space Ibr 
the mills ; but those at LiKle are 

Instead of following the high-toad 
to Locle, the pedestrian tuajr take a 
fbotpatfa (a walk of sii hours) across 
the hills to the Sa^ du Doubi, or 
waterblla of the Doubs— the riTer 
which separates Switzerland fi-om 
Fraiioe. It here trftyerses one of 
those singuiai gaps or rent! in the 
rock, between 300ft. and 400ft. deep, 
which are common in the Ju». Mu- 
inerous mills are turned by the force 
of the stream. Some large fragments 
of rock, which hare iallen into the 
bed of the river, dam it up partly, 
and form what U called the Lsc des 
3renets, The scene is wild, and 
luu been compared to a Welsh land- 
■c^ie, but its beauty bai been ex- 
aggerated. Bienels is about 3 miles 
firom Lode. 

There is a carriage-road direct from 
Chaui de Fouds to 

IJ Locle— {/bb: TroU Hoi»)— 
another scattered village, occupied 
by an ioduBtrious population of 5S86 
■ouls, — the men chiefly watoh-makef s, 
the women lace-makers; rebuilCsince 
a Gie which coasumed it in IS33- 

The little stream of the Bied, 
which traverses the valley, loses it- 
self, at a ahort' distance trom Locle, 
in a chasm in the rock. This out- 
let, however, proved insufficient to 
drain the valley ; and tbe district 
■round tbe town was, in consequence, 
inundated nt the season of the melt- 
ing of the snowB — and not much 
better than a morass at any time. 
To remedy this evil, a tunnel. 950 ft. 
long, was pierced through the screen 
of solid limestone-rock which en- 
compasses the valley, and this now 



eSVetually carries off into the Donba 
tbe previously stagnant waters. At 
a short distance from this artiGeial 
drun or emissary, and about a mile 
from Locle, the river disappears in 
a natural opening, unking into tbe 
heart of the mountain, through a 
vertical abyss, more than lOOfk deq>. 
This water-power, or privilege, aa an 
American would call it, is not lost; 
but, in order to render it avulable, 
3 or 4 mills have been constructed, 
one below the other, in the cavernous 
cleft. — each recHving, in tnm, the 
stream, which puts its wheels in mo- 
tion. ■■ You go down flights of 
broken and slippery stairs, cut in the 
rock, to these mills, placed one under 
another, in very frightful situations 
undoubtedly, but rendered more so 
to the imagination of the belwlder 
ftom the circumstances of darkness 
and ignorance of the means by which 
the irorks are seeured, by the luuse, 
the unfathomable depth below, Ac" 

There is another road from Locle 
to Neuch&tel, by Chaux de Milieu, 
Les Ponti, the ha^ts of La Toume, 



ROUTE 49. 

CHiTIL, BT MOniBS TliVEaS. 

lOj stunden = 35 Eng. miles. 
A diligence daily. 
The road is supplied with post- 
horses. (See Handbook far IVacefflers 

At Pontarlier — ( Jam .■ La Paste, 
good — Lion d'Or) — the last town 

The road first ascends by the side 
of the river Doubs, and through 
the pass of La Cluse, which m>y 
be called a mountain gateway be- 
tween France and Switzerland, to 
8t. Pierre de Joui. The defile is 
commanded by the (A&temi dt Jota, 
situated on the summit of a preci- 
pice, at the foot of which the roads 
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ttoai PoDtarlier and Salina, and those 
Irom Neucbitel und Geneva, by 
Jaugoe, unile. This frontier-fbrt was 
(he prison of the UDfortunate Toui- 
■aint rOuTerlure,when treacheroualy 
carried off from St. Domingo by com- 
mand of Napoleon. He ended his 
days here, aome lay by violent means ; 
but the sudden traiuition ftom the 
climate of the tropics to a dark 
duT^eoD on the heights of the Jura 
■ufflcisDtljr eaplains the cause of his 
death, without the need of vio- 
lence. Here bIki waa conAaed, pre- 
viously, another remarkable prisoner, 
ISrabeau, who vas sent hither by 
virtue of a lettre de cachet obtained 
by his &ther <' I'Ami des Hommes,'' as 
be called bimaell, and the tyrant of his 
own bmily, as be proved bimself. 
MIrabeau having by hi* iniinualing 
manners obtained leave from the ^ 
Vemor to visit the town of Pontarlier 
oa parole, made love to Madame de 
Monive, the young wife of an old tna- 
giitrate there, and eloped with her to 
Hollwd. She was the Sophie to 
whom he addressed some of bis ob- 

Between the liUages of Verrliras 
de Joui and 

31 VerriSres de Suisse, the French 
fhHitier is crossed. The Custom- 
house regulations on tliia part of the 
French ftontier are more than usually 
ligorous. In some places, there i> a 
treble line of douaniera, which makes 
it advisable to have the luggage 
plombi at the first station. In some 
places the douaniers attend only 
daring certain hours of the day, and 
persons arriving in their absence 
mtiat await their return. Travellers 
should ascertain by previous inquiry 
what these hours are (?). 

The country now bemmes exceed- 
ingly romantic — the hills clothed with 
finests, the v^eys carpeted with the 
ridiest terdure, and sprinkled with 
neat cottagea in the picturesque style 
of architecture peeuUar lo the chain 
of the Jura and Alps. Cheese, nearly 
as good as that of Gruyeres, and sold 



under that name, is made on the 
upland pastures of the Jura. 

The descent from the summit (^ 
the ridge into the Val Traven U 
through another narrow gorge, called 
La Chaine, because the passage was 
at one time stopped by a massy 
cliain drawn across the road, and 
fastened lo staples in the rock. This 
primitive fbrUDcation is said to have 
been a relic of the Burgundian war^ 
intended to arrest the artillery of 
Charles the Bold. 

At tbe village of St. Sulpice the 
river Reuse, which waten the Val 
Travers, rises out of the rock. This 
abundant source it said to be the out- 
let of the Lac d'Etalierea, situated 
about 10 miles off, among the hilla. 

3 Motien Traven— ( Inn .- Maison 
de Commune) — is a village inhabited 
by watch and hu»-makers, on tbe rt. 
bank of the Reuse, which has ob- 
tained some notoriety as tbe place of 
residence of Jean Jacques Rousseau 
after his banishment from Genera. 
In the house occupied by bim his 
desk is shown, at which he wrote his 
celebrated '■ I>etlres de la Montagne i" 
and up-staits, in a wooden gallery, 
two peeping-holea, through which he 
could observe people out of doors 
without being seen himself. He 
quilted the place under the pretence 
of having been persecuted, and be- 
cause the bojis threw stones at bia 
windows. During his residence here, 
Voltaire vented his bile against him 
in a satire, of which the fidlowing 

■■ Dmi UB •alien fort Wen nomni^ Tnaeri ' 
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11 (Ult In bolide « cnlnt it: vov le ciel." 
Hie Val Travers is highly pie- 
uresque. A few miles lower down 
t is bounded on the rt. by a remark- 
n, called CWu tU Vtat, 
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4800ft. abore tbc asL " Ila lummit 
is hollowed out into a THt and pro* 
found cavity, JOOft. deep, nirroundfd 
bj >n amphitbeatre of lunesUme rock 
from tbe top to the bottom." It 
u more tbsn (wo nules in diameter. 
"At times when a change of wea. 
tber is unpeuding, the crater or the 
mountun is seen to beoome (uddeolj 
filled vi(h a cloud of white mpom', 
"Working, and rising and filing with 
ao eaij but penseptible motion, undl 
the whale hollow presents the appeat- 
anbe oTan immense caldron tX boiling 
Vapour, which seldom rises above the 
edge. If any escape, it is by the 
opening towards the defile ; and I 



thin white line, and Boat gradoally 
down the centre of the ralle; till im- 
perceptibly diminisbed and dissi- 
pated." — LatriAt. 

Tbe echo produced by firing a gun 
" II de Vent, it like a 
: musketry, or a suo- 
Bion of discharges frvm a battery ; 
d the hollow may be sailed the 
7 dradle of the winds, which np- 
perpetuatly blowing 



from 






oarries tbe road out of the Vat Tra. 
Tcn ; and at the top of tbe lidge, 
oev the site of what once was tbe 
robber esstle of 

S| Rocheibrt, a beautiful riew 
-opens through the gap of the defile, 
over the Iske of NeuohAtel, and the 
Alps along the horiion. 

1] NauculnL (Route 44). 

ROUTE SO. 



.15jstunden = 5lj Eng. miles. 
The daily diligence performs thi 
journey &om Neuehfttel to Oencvt 
in IS hours. 

9 Orbe — <'Am.' Id Maison di 

vaie) ■ ...... 



which is crossed by two bridges, ej 
of B single sreh, a lower one of great 
antiquity, and sn upper and madem 
areb, 134 ft span, In use at present. 
It tvas tbe Roman station DrbirfciHOa, 
and a place of imporrance in the 
middle ages, under the Burgundian 
Kings, who had a noyoj CattU bare. 
The &ir but cruel BrunehiMe, Queen 
of the Franks, took refuge here, with 
her grand.daughter, but vas soon 
put to death. Tbe three sons of 
Lotbaire I. met here, in 855, to 
divide his kingdom, In 14T5 tba 
Swiss took Orbe by assault; but tbe 
Cattle, whose tenersUc rains, now 
reduced to two solitary towers <^ an* 
tique structure, are still a conspicuous 
object in tbe view of tbe town, made a 
lengthened resistance. Ilie garrison, 
yiriding step by step, disputed the 



and passage. Tbe last lemnant wera 
pursued into a tower, which the Swiss 
set fire to, and the ^w wlio fell into 
their hands alire were thrown orer 
the bsttlements. ••Tbe circiilar lovtr 
at the Castle, not unlike tbe cele- 
brated Irish towers in efiittirvctiott, 
though of very different proportions, 
should be attentively eTamined," 

There is a bigh-nud into France 
fVom Orbe, along the L bank of the 
Orbe, by Jougne and Salins. 

About 2 miles above tbe town, near 
Mont Cliarand, is a cavern, with 
stalactites, called Grotte aui F£es; 
DDt &r from it is a cascade of the 
Orbe. 

An interesting eicnrsion may be 
made from Orbe to the Lac de Jaujr. 

Tbe carriage-road thither turns 
away from tbe river st once, and pn>- 
ceeds through Roniainmotier, under 
the singular mountain called Dent ds 
Vaulion, to Le Font, on the I^s da 
Joui. Tbe *ale of tbe Orbe is on 
of tbe moat beautiful in the Jura, and 
the pedestrian may And a fbotpeth 
along its bonks, up to its source, IQ 
the cliff below Pont. 
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Podt, a little village, named fivm 
« bridge maro^ the chaDDcl, which 
connecti the Lac de Joui «ith tbe 
null Lac dea Brennet, is tbs bnt 
head-quarter^ ha it baa a tolecable 
ion. It U prettily situated, at tbe 3. 
base of the Dmt de Vaidion, one ode 
of which IK a sheer precipice of bare 
limeatone 3000 ft. high — the other a 
steep slope, or inaliDed plaoe, coTeied 
erdaottutE It requireaaUeadj 
:o look fhim tbe top over the 
jf the precipice. 

About 3 luitea N. of Font, and the 
aame distance above Vallorbe, is tbe 
■ou»!e of the Oibe, which rise* at 
once a copious stre&tDi supplied, it is 
aopposed, b; subternmean oonduits 
from the La« de Jotu. 

The Tftlley in wbich the Lae dt 
JoKX is siluatad contains two otber 
lakes, Le Ter and Brennct, and is 
mtirely dnit in by high bills ; so that, 
altboDgh these sbeets of water are fed 
by bU the Btreaios of [be valley, they 
taaie no visible outlet above ground. 
There are, however, large cavities and 
srifices in the beds of these lakes, 
called' AttoHtoiTf, through vhicb tbe 
Wateis escape. These fissures are 
HHnedmes rendered iucapable of car- 
rytDg off tbe vaters &oin internal 
<d>stn)ctions, and thus inundations 
are caused in the valley. A tunnel, 
of no very great extent, migbt drain 
the lake entirely. Tbe Las de Jour 
i« Dearly SSOOft. above tbe level of 
tbe see. The source of the Orbe is 
about 700 ft. lower than tbe sur&ee 
of the lake. The scenery of the Valley 
de Joui is most nnnantic, and will 
alone compensate ior a visit. Along 
tbe S. E. side of the lake risee the 
impDsing mass of the Mont Tendre, 
5730 ft. high : its lover sliipea are 
well ffooded. The viciF from its 
t, exteaditig to Moot Blanc on 



the . 



t, extenditig t 



8oleu 



otber, will rq^y the trouUe of the 
«acent. There is a path down the 
opposite side itf tbe mountain, lead- 
ing, in S hours, ts tbe vilUge of 
Upnt Richer. An unfortunate En- 



glish gentleman, naimd Herbert, vb* 
was drowned in a veil near the eba- 
lets of the Moat Tendre, in 1837, ■• 
buried at Mont lUcher. Henri Cbcnn, 
fruitier, is said to be a good guid^ 
for the Mont Tendre. There is a 
cross- load along the N. W. shore of 
the Lac de Jon from Font lo I«» 
Rouses, on the great post road from 
Dijon to Geneva. Another eron. 
road, winding round tbe iboulder oC 
the Mont Tendre, runs direct iron 
Pont to Aubonno, on the way to G^ 
neva, rendering it unneoenaiy to r^ 
turn to Orbe. 



The road from 
high graimd, m 



: (ra 



separating 
An attempt was 
made, in 1639, to cotmect the two 
lakes, and through them unite tha 
Rhine with tbe Rhooe, by meani oS 
a canal cut between the livers Oibe 
and Venoge. It was finished as fat 
as Entre Roche, a distance of about 
12 miles; butdifBculties,eitherintho 
leveUiug, or occasioned by the inters 
ference of private interests, prevented 
its being carried &rtb«. llie plan 
of completing it has been revived in 
1S3S. It lies about a mile and • 
half to tbe E. of the road. 

1^ La Sarrax is an ancient tovn, 
romantically situated on the Venoge> 
About 4 miles fertiier is Cossonei, 
from which town roads branch off to 
Lausanne and Morgea. 

4| Aubonne — (&».- Couronne)— * 
an ancimt town of 1667 inliabitantit 
with an Eastern-looking catUt. By- 
ron aayi of it — "The entrance and 
bridge, something like that of Dur- 
ham : it commands by fer tbe fairest 
view of the Uke of Qeueva (and bf 
Mont Blanc bdiind it) ; • grort^ c« 
the bei^b^ of very noUe trees. HeM 
Tavemier, the Eastern travalleiv 
boi^ht (or built) the chftteau, beeauae 
the ute resembled and equaled that 
of Erivan, a frontier city of Persia. 
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'Here he finiahcd bU Toyages. " Au- 
botme is less than S miles distant 
from the lake. About 8 miles W. of 
Aubonnei in the heart of the Jura, 
and about Q miles N. of the village 
of St. George is a carem filled irith 
ice, called the Glacien.\ This tistural 
ice^-faouse is entered by ladders from 
abore. The floor is of si^id ice, 
many feet thick, and italactites of the 
-nme hang from the iralls and roof. 
A guide ma; be obtained at St. 

1 BoUe, on the bigfa-road from 
Genen to Lausanne (Route 56). 
^ GxNiva (See Route 53). 



ROUTE 53. 

S5 French poitsi^lSl Eng. miles- 

Diligeneea run daily in S8 boun 

Ttuos. (/an.; Hotel du Pare, in 
a sort of park outside the town ; — 
H. de U Cloche best ) For a de- 
tailed description of this road, see 
Hm^Klok for France. 

Ij Auionne — (An.' Hotel du 
Gnod Cerf)- 

S Ddle. In clear weather, Mont 
Blanc may be seen from this neigh- 
-bourbood, 

3i Mont Sous Vaudrey. A de- 
lightful road leads horn this to Keu- 
cbitel, by Salios and the Val Traicn 
(Ronte 49). 

S( Foligni (Inn.- Hotel de Ge- 

I { Montrood. 

ij Cbampagnole has two small 
inns, Hotel de Genive and de Lyon. 

1 J Maisonneure. 

l| St Laurent (/an ; La Poate). 

ij Morey {/an.- La Poste). 

Ij Les Rousses. Here is the fron- 
tier Custom-house of France. Tra- 
Tollers arriTing from Genera undergo 
•trict search. Trinkets, musical 
boxes, and watches (more than one) 
muat be declared. Watches may now 
be introduced by paying a duty of 



I ] La Vattay. In descending the 
mountain a sublime view is disclosed 
of the Alps, Hont Blanc, the lake of 
Genera, and the intervening plain. 
There is another road to Genera by 
St. Cergues (instead of Gei), ".it 
branches ofi* a little beyond Lea 
Rousaes, and is very pre^rable in 
some respects. It has been made at a 
great expense by the Canton de Vaud, 
and is one of the finest works of the 
kind.: 

" Les Rousses to St Cergues, I j 
post i St. Cergues to Nyon. 

" The travdler is recommended to 
mount the steep and picturesque 
streets of Nyon up to the fine old 
Chateau, once the seat of the Baillie 
de Nyon, in order to see the view 
&tmt the Terrasse des Marroniers." 

" St. Cergues is the spot from 
which the IKte. the highest lummit 
of this part of the cb^n of the Juri, 
can be most easily ascended- Mules 
and guides can be procured at the 
small inn of St. Cergues, which 
affords tolerable ai 



light. The ascent of the Dole fr 
St. Cergues requires about 3 houra* 
march ; but it is neither fiitiguing 
nor dangerous. Perhaps there is no 
mountaiu in Switzerland which better 
repays the traveller for his ^tigue, 

«ve, and admirably diversified, thiwi 
that which it oommands." — R. 

The descent of the Juia to Gex is 
now (1842) made much more eaay 
than before, by on 
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a Geneva. Germ. Genf. Ital. 
jinevra. ( rwu ,- Hotel des Bergues, 
1 grand establishment, being the lake, 
rery well conducted. CAary^M— Table 
llioteat I, 3&. ;at5,4&., including 

vine ; break&st, S fr. ; tea, l\ fr. For 
I beds and a utting-room averlookiiig 
he lake, 13 fr. a day were chu^^ed in 
lB3Ti servant's board, 4 fr. a 6»j; — 
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CounHme, a my good house, le- 
cently rebuilt, and also &Gmg the 
lake, capital cuisine; a room OD the 
second floor, fronting the Jake, cost 
onl; S fr. a day i — L'£cu de Ge- 
neve, a new houae, rivalling in aize 
and accommodation the H. dea Bet- 
gues ; — Id Balance. At S^beron, 
about 14 mile from Geneva, on the 
road to LausaDDe, ia the Hotel d'An- 
^eteire, kept bf Dejean, and nearei 
to the toim on the Bams side the 
Hotel dea Etrangerg, which is well 
spoken c^. 

Geaeva, though capital of the 
■malleat of the Swiss oantoni, except 
Zug, is the DKHt populous (own in 
the ConfederaliDn, since it contain) 
S9,9E0 inhabitants. It is well utu. 
ated, at the W. eilremity of the lake 
rf Geneva, at the point where " the 
blue waters of the arrowy Rhone" 
ivtie out of it. The river divides 
the town into two parts, and the in- 
tensely blue colour of its wstets, al- 
luded to by Byron, is certainly very 
remarkable, and resembles nothing so 
muoh as tbe discharge of indigo from 
• dyer's vat The cause of it bas not 
Iwen satisfactorily explained. Sa 
Humphry Davy Mttibuted it to the 
presence of iodioe. Tbe extreme 
purity lasts but for a short space, 
Bnce a mile below the town it is pol- 
luted by the adnuxture of the waters 
of the turbid Arve, and retains the 
same dingy hue all the way to the 

Geneva, if appToaohed from the 
lake, now presents a very imposing 
appearance, in consequence of im- 
prorements recently completed, for 
which it is indebted, in no slight de- 
gree, to the circulation of the gold 
of English travellers among its in- 
babitauts. An entirely new quarter 
has started up on the rt. bank of the 
Rhone, called Quartier des Bergues, 
and displays a handsome front of tall 
houses, among which is tlie Hotel 
das Bergues, luied with a broad quay, 
towards the lake. A spirit of emu- 
lation has beeA excited oQ tbe <^po- 



■ite bank by the sight of this modem 
rival. The unsightly bouses whieh 
lined the margin of the lake have 
been refiued and beautified, while k 
broad belt of land bas been gained 
fr-om the water to form a Qual: 
This is connected with the Quai del 
Bergues by two handsome bridgeaf 
thrown across the lake, and united 
with a small island, formerly a part 
of the fortifications, now occupied by 
a very inferior statue of Rousseau. 
Geneva is still surrounded with ram.: 
parts and lustions, erected in the 
middle of the last century by thi 
aristocratic nugistracy of that period: 
It js divided into the upper and lower 

from the uneven nature of the grounc^ 
is perpetuated in the rank and con^ 
dition of the inhabitants of the two 
divisions. The upper town connslB 
almost entirdy <rf' the largo snd 
handsome hot^ of tbe burgber aris- 
tocracy, heretofore the senators and 
infiltrates of the republic; The 
' 'be seat of trade aitd of 



its houses lofty, and it has something 
of tbe air of tbe old town of Edin- 
burgh. A few of the older buildings 
are furnished with a shed or pwU 
house, called here, " Donu," prqject-' 
ing from the roof over the street, and 
supported by woodei props, reaching 
from the pavement to the rooC 
About S5 years ago tbey were almost 
universal, but their number, of latCj 
has diminished, and the whole tow. 
which lined tbe houses in the Bue 
Basse has been token down \ty ordet 
of the government. 

The feuds arising bettreen the faigli 
and low town were not few, nor «»d 
of interest ; indeed, they would flit 4 
long and amusing historical chapter i 
they often led to bloodshed ; but the 
democrats below generally broi^iit 
tbnr exalted neighbours to reUon by 
ample eip^ent of cutting off 



tbe' 



pipea, ti 



ing e 
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town, and vhich U lituated in their 



natioiu, 30,000 being the number 
Vbich ia oalculaled to pass throngh 
flie tovn annually, it possraaea ftir 
objects of intenst to the passing 



Lt has n 






Charming scenery of ita lake, and to 
ita pOQtion on ^ the high road from 
Fans to Italy, that it bn become a 
place of so much resort. 

The Caihtdral, or CAun-^ ef St. 
Pimv, is of an eatrene nmplioity of 
archilectnre. Its fine Corinthian por- 
tico added on the outmde is a blemish 
irhere it is placed, but its interior 
possesses interest as a very early and 
■mcorrupted specimen of the Gothic 
cd' the 1 1 th century. It contaiiu the 
tombs of Agrippa d'Aubigny, the 
friend of Heury IV., and giand^her 
of Mad. de Maintcnon, and that of 
the Comte de Rohan, a leader of the 
Prench Pratestanta in the reign of 
Louia Xlll. 

The Miafe JtoA, lo nanwd after 
ita founder, General Rath, who left 
the teTenion of his fortune to it, is a 
neat building, close to the Porte 
Keure ; it contains a collection of 
pictures and other works of art, of no 
*ery great merit, the greater part by 

painters, Topfbr, Cuignon, Homung, 
and Calame, deserve to be mentioned. 
The Mu,ii d-Hitolrt Naturt^ in 
the Grand- Rue, is chiefly interesting 
to the student as containing the geo- 
logical collections of Saiissure ; the 
Ibasil plants of M.M, Brongniarl and 
Secandolle, and tbe collections of M. 
Meeker. It ia prinoipally filled with 
tiie native produetioni of Strhierland, 
■nd contains apecimens of the dim- 
nUMs, of the Biwquelin, the dog of 
St. Bernard, of ali the fishes of the 
inaia aad lake* tJ tbia country ; 



among them the ferra, tbe lotte, anl 
a trout weighing 43 lbs from the 
lake of Geneva. 

There is (he skin of an elephant^ 
whict] lived a long time in a mena^ 
gerie in the town, but at length be- 
ing unruly was shot. 



I the 









Then 
lia; 

n^ghbourhood, such aa a alver bulk- 
ier, with fine baa relicft, discovered ia 
the bed of tbe Arve, inscribed " Lar- 

inatruments of sacrifice found ne^ 
the rocks of Neptune in the lake, 
he Ac. Alto (he lantern dropped in 
the town ditoh by one of the Savoyard 

soldiers engaged in the unsnccessfiit 
attempts to scale the wall* ii 



<•'. 



The SaMnff-Toom, in dia upper 
story of tbe museum, is well supplied 
with the best European joumala, in- 
cluding the;, Times, John Bull, Atbe- 
meum, &c. Strangers receiving a 
"oarte d^entr^e" from a member, an 
liberally admitted for a month. ' 

The best and moat foshionable ohib 
in G«teva ia that called the Omit d» 
Ib Rive. 

The Puilh Ltbrary attached to tta 
OaBtge, a scbolaslic-looking buQdm^ 



ral pretensi 



hind the cathedral, finioded by Calving 
mntuns 10,000 Totutnes. The fbl- 
lowing curiosities ore shown iO' all 
who deaire to see them : — 3M MSa. 
letters of Catiin, almost illegible, but 
with fcir transcripts (there ia one ad- 
dressed to Lady Jane Grey while • 
prisoner in the Tower) ; 44 vtdl. of 
his MSS. sermons between 1549 and 
1560; 12 vols, of letters addressed 
to him, and many importatit doco- 
meats relating to the council of Baslet 
several vols, of letters of Theodora 
Beia ; tbe manuscript of tbe " Nobis 
Le^n," a work of the anoient Wal. 
doisea ; part of tbe acoount-boek of 
the household of Philip Is Bd, fiv 
ISOe, written with a style upon 
wBied tablets, hut now almost eflUKed; 
a translation at Quintus Curtiiu, 
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taken' along 'vhh the be^age of 
Chulee the Bold, at Mocnt. The 
diseaurses of St. Augustine, a MS. 
oa papynin of the Itb ceottirj. The 
lihrar; is opened eier; day but Sn' 
turds; Mid Sunday, from 11 to 4, 
and on Tuoda;, to amnJI hooka, 

Genera, if looked at in an hiitoii' 
cal point of TiBw, majlbe »»id to poi- 
B«BB an intereit for the iDtell^Qt 
tTBTeller la greater than that to be 
deriTed (ram the individual objects of 
curiosity contained vithjtl ita wailff' 
The influence vhich nbe baa eier- 
oiMi, not only over Europe but over 
the Torld, by meana of her children, 
or thoae whom abe has adopted bb 
her lutjieni, ia quite out of propoi. 
tioD to the limited eitent of a teiri- 
totj which one may travene from 
MidtoendinaniomiDg;srlde. Vot 
t^e ridiculed ita diminutiTaneaB 
by njing, » Quand je aacoue ma 
perruque je poudie loute la repub- 
lique ; " and the Emperor Paul called 
the dispulei of ita cttaUcna a tempest 
if a turablM of water ; yet from Ge- 
neva emanated thoiw leligtoua doc- 
tiince wbenoe Scotland, Hollaad, and 
a Urge part of France, Genmany, and 
SwitMiland, derive thdr fijrm of 
Cuth, and which waa tramparted by 
the Pilgrim Fathera to tbe <qipoaite 
ibore* of the Atlantic Here at>o 
were sown tboae political optmona 
which bore fi-uit in the Engliah re- 
lolulioD under Cbarka I., in the 
Amencan and the French rerolu- 

Some few memoriala atill exiat ir 
the town aerring to recall tbe eients 
wbicb bare occurred in it, and the 
great namea connected with it. 

On the island, in tbe middle of the 
Bbon% not fiur from the Hydiaulic 
machine, ^traeei .may, it is Bud, be 
diacoTered of a Boman atnicture, 
supposed to ba the &>undationB of 
one at the towera erected by Juliua 
Cesar, to prevent the Helietiana 
woasng the river. The earliest 
Manlioii of Genera oociin in his 



Commentaries, when it ta 

as "tbe last fortreia at the Alio- 

broges, and ueareat to the Heltetion 

The buiWiog of the OU PriKM, 
■till called tbe Eveeh^, near St. Pe- 
ter's churcb, was originally tbe palaee 
of the biabops, who go«eraed tlw oitf 
aa temporal rulera, elected by the 
eititeni^ for many ages ; but at length 
became nlmoat nomioeea of th« Duke 
of SaToy. Tbe cl^Hns, from the »ery 
first, CDJoyed a liberty aboTe other 
great towns of the empire, and showed 
a bold and steady resistance to the 
eReroachmeniK of their rulers, main- 
taining, against force and pemiasioa. 
the municipal prerogatives derived 
boni thrir ancestors, and from tbe 
Golden Bull of the Emperor CbarUa 
IV. Tbu^ I^ a eautioDB and wcU- 
condueted pt^oy, they avoided being 
swallowed up by their powerful 
ne>|;bbours, Satoy and France, or by 
tiieir tHeodi the Swiaa Cantons, wh^ 
though called in a* allies to protect 
them, were equally an^iioua of In- 
corporating Geneva in their own ter- 
ritory as a subject state. 

JoAn Cahiih the reformer, ia sup- 
posed to hare lived in the house 
No. 116, in the rue det Cban 
md be pnriMbly died there. 
in the year 1536 that ba passed 
through the town a tiigitive, on bii 
way from italy to Basle. Two yeaia 
bad not elapsed since the Geneveie 
had abolished Boman Catholicism, 
expelled tbeir bishop, and adopted 
the Refimoation. Faral, who waa 
the means of introducing it, was then 
preaching at Genera, uid, aware of 
Calvin's talents and powerful «lo- 






Calfin obeyed tbe call, and, in a 
short space, the itineiaot prcaober 
and foreigner was raised to be the 
dictator of the republic, ruling ita 
turbulent democracy with a sway 
not more mild than tbat of the 
dukes of Satoy and bishops of Ge- 
neva, nnder which the citizens bed 
grouied tot ages, and fixnn whidl 
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the' RetbrniBtiaii bad at length re- 
leased theto. From the pulpit oT 
St. Peter's Church, which became at 

of the reformer, he denounced the 
prerailing numonilit}' or the tovn 
with aucb eloquence and fbroe that 
profligacy was obliged to hide its 



opposite txtreme, adopted a rigorous 
and puritanical austerity of manners, 
and every tran^ression of CaWJn'a 
codeof morals was visited with punish- 
But Calvin's influence waa not 
confined to the pulpit ; be nas elected 
president of the Constslory, of whidi 
one third of the permanent members 
were ministers, and the temunder 
laymen holding office tor a year only. 
This counsel assumed an authority 
&r more despotic than that of the 
Inahopa : it exercised the power of an 

private Lves, and into the affairs of 
bmilies of whatever rank. 

The sumptuary laws enacted by 
Calvin were severe, but were rigidly 
enforced by the Consistory. They 
contained such eoaatments as the 
following : a dinner for ten persons 
was limited to five dishes ; plush 
breeches were lud under interdict ; 
violations of the sabbstb were fol- 
lowed by a publia admonition from 
the pulpit; adultery was punished 
withj Jeatb ; and the gamester was 
eipoeed in the pillory, with a pack 
of cards tied round his neck. 

Calvin was equally rigorous In the 
maintenance of ortbodoiy. Servetus, 
condemned by him for holding anti- 
trioitariaa doctrines wbich, however, 
he did not attempt to disseminate 
in Geneva, was burnt at the stake in 
the Champ de Boumau, the ancient 
place of eiecution outside the walls. 
The bole in which it waa planted Is 
now filled up, and the desdnation of 
the spot is changed. The act of the 
atem lawgiver admits of no pallia- 

tif Geneve, and therefore not amena- 



Servetus casts a stain upon Geneva 
and the cause of the Reformatioo a* 
great as that with which the murder 
of Huis taints the Papist Council of 
Constance. 

Geneva, thus become the metro- 
polis of Calvinism, and "the Rotao 
of Piotcstantism," was resented to by 
many foreigners, who sought refuge 



juntry. 



mong a aum- 



»iled by 



ber of English and Scoub e 
the atroraties of the rragn of 
Hary, was John Knoi. He waa 
made a citiien of Genera in 1558, 
and did not finally quit it till 1560. 
Calvin 'died in 1SG4, at the age of 
55, alter 23 years of uninterrupted 
power : he was buried in the oM 
cemrfery ^ lAe Ftain J'ldati, no* 
abandoned ) but he fbrbade the Ge- 
nevese to mark the spot where hia 

and the very site of hiri grave is not 
known with certainty. A Oenereae 
law now limits the period of propel^ 
In a grave to 1 5 years, after which it 
may be opened for a ftesh occupaint 

Tlie Duke of Savoy, whose autlto- 
rity within the town had been de- 
stroyed by the expulsion of the Inshop, 
was unwilling, notwithstanding _ to 



did be omit to maintain within the 
walls, spies, and secret pattisans, in 
the hopes of gaining possession of 
it by surprise. The street called 
Cormttrie, at the period in ques- 
tion, A. n. I60e, the town ditch; 

able of these attempts, known in 
Swiss history as l*e EKObidt. The 
Inhabitants, lulled to security bf tt 
display of pacific inten^ons on the 
part of the reigning Dnke Cbatlet 
Emanuel, had neglected all prtCait- 
^ons to guard lig^nst an attack, e«en 
though warning* had been giVMi 
them of approaotaing danger. On tht 
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night Df Dec. SOtb, the townsrolkvere 
arouasd from sleep by the firing of 
caustetry, and an altirnt that the 
enemy was already in possesGion. It 
^>peared that m sentinel, in going his 
HiundB with a lantern, had hllen 
among a paity of aimed men, who 
bad quickly despatched him, but not 
before his ctiea and the report of his 
roatchlock bad alarmed the rest of 
tbe guard. It vas quicl:Iy disco- 
vered that a party of Savoyards, 200 
strong, detached from a still larger 
force of 2000 men, who had ap- 
proached the city in the darkneas, and 
were posted on the PUin Palais, a 
little disUnce beyond tbe walls, had 
descended into the fosse of Coiraterie, 
and by tbe aid of scaling. ladders, 
painted black, in order that they 
might Dot be seen, had surmounted 
the ramparts, were proceeding in 
small parties to burst open the Porte 
Neuve, and thus admit their asso- 
ciates on tbe outside. The Savoyards 
bad already despatched 
wmounoing t< ' ' 



panic which such an occurrence was 
likely to produce. Every wan, armed 
aa be might be, issued out into the 
streets ; the small body of Savoyards 
who had gained the ramparts were 
quickly overpowered; the first gun 
fired from the walls, by a chance 
shot, swept away three of the scaling- 
ladders; and the enemy on the out- 
^de, on approaching tbe Porte Neuve, 
found that, instead of being blown 
up, it was strongly guarded, with the 
portoullis down. Many anecdotes 
are told of the prowess of the towns, 
people on that night. 



with whici 



old w 



knocked down a soldier, is still pre- 
served in the arsenal along with a 
{Hece of the scaling-ladders. The 
storming party thus uneipectedly 
attacked, and ai the same time cut 
off from their friends, were quickly 
killed or made prisoners. Those who 



fell ative into the hands of the Gene- 
vese were hung next day as houie- 
lireakers: 67 heads were planted 
along the ramparts; but many more 
than these fell in tbe ditch and out- 
side the town. In tbe cenulrry of 
St. Gervai; on the right bank of the 
Rhone, a monumentst epitaph was set 
up to commemorate tbe names of 17 
Genevese who were killed on the oc- 
casion ; and tbe venerable llieodare 
Beza, at that time 90 years old, gave 
out from the pulpit next day the 
lS4th Psalm, which has been sung 
ever since on the anniversary of the 
£«:alade. 

Jean Jacques Rousseau, son of a 
watchmaker of Geneva, first saw tbe 
light in a street of (he auartier St. 
Gervais, since named after him (Rue 
de Rousseau), and in ilie house No. 
69. It is no longer in its original 
condition, having been altered and 
partly rebuilt. His book, the Emik, 

order of the Council of Geneva, by 
the common hangman, In iront of 
the Hotel de Ville, in 1763. The . 
instigators of this act were Volturv 
and the Council of the Sorbonne, 
who, by a singular coincidence, in 
this instance, acted in unison. The 
Council at the same time issued a 

llie Boiamc Garden behind the 
theatre, and near the Porte Neuve, 
deserves mention, as having been 
laid out under the direction of the 
eminent botanist Decandolle ; but the 
funds are so Umiled that the collec- 
tion of plants is of no great import- 
ance. The ground It occupies has 
also painful hist^ical associations. 
Geneva, for sges the nursery of re- 
became "a principle of explosion to 
revolutionary France, placed at its 
extremity, as the/sM is or the sur- 
face of tlie bomb," but she likewise 
reaped the fruits of the seed sown by 
her in the establishment of a tribunal 
of blood, and the enactment of a 
reign of terror; a humble imitation 
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of ihat of FuU, in 1794. Oa tb'm 
ipol tiiolc pl&ce fiuilladea and biit- 
sheries too lionible to be detailed, in 
irbioh the blood of the most reipect- 
able citizens of tbe town was shed, 
condemDed to execution by * band of 
wretcbes, moat of whom were their 
fellow-citizens, though directed by a 
deputy from the Comit^ de Salut 
Publiv, at Puis. Here, as in other 
pUeei, subjected to the madoess of 
the reiga of terror, the atrocities 
were committed by a mere handful 
of uiessina, vlule thousands ]ooktd 
oh, disapproviDg, but yet not raising 

rantL Another result of the om- 
neotioa of Switzerland with France, 
was tbe forfeiture of its independence. 
After reuiting, tor ages, the encroach- 
ments and attacks of the Dukes of 
Savoy, and the intrigues of deapolio 
Pnnce, even wheo under the rule 
of the alL-powerful Louis XIV., 
the r^ublic was deslijied to fall by 
the treachery of fellow-republicauB, 
with whom she had so recently fra- 
twoiied. Geneva was taken by siir- 
piise April 15. 1T9B, and arbitruily 
uuKied to France, forming a part of 
tbe department of the I.enian. 

Be^des the nanies of Calvin and 
Rousseau, which are connected with 
Geneva — the one by adoption, the 
other by birth — it is tbe birth-place 
of many illuslrioDs men, whose re- 
putation may be styled European. 
The list include* tbtoe <^ Isaac Ca- 
saubon; of Lefort, the friend and 
councilloi of Peter the Great; 
Neeker, the weak and ill-starred mi- 
niiter of Iduis XVI., and father of 
Mailanu. de Stael I of the naturalists 
Saussure, who first ascended Mont 
Blanc, of Bonnet, and de Luc ; and 
Buber, the biographer of the bee and 
ant 1 Decandotle, (he botanist ; 
of Duinont, the friend and adviser of 
mrabeau and Jeremy Bent 
Among the living Uiereare Siamondi, 
the historian ; Neokar, the geologist ; 
De la Rive, the chemist ; Maunoirt 
the oculist j and Merle d'Aubign^ 



lUthor of the HiHory aftht Btferma- 
ion, and a preacher at the Oratoire. 

Geneva may he regarded aa tin 
ntellectual metropolis of Switicr- 
land, and straogeia who choose it aa 
their residence, if provided with good 
luctions, will find, among th« 
r classes, a very agieeable so- 
,, including many individuals 
disdnguished fw their literary and 
sinentiGc acquirements. 

The staple manubcture of Genera, 
from which it derives its chief oom- 
ntercial prosperity, is that of aateia, 
muuoJ kuej, and jactUery. Tfa^ 
first wetdi was brought to Geneva in 
15ST( and at the raid of the hist cen- 
tury, 4000 persons were employed 
within the town, and 3000 witboot 
the walls, on this manufactum. At 
present the number is diminished to 
less than SOOO, though, from im- 
provements in the meehanictU pro- 
cesses and increased skill of the wonrk- 
men, tbe number of watches mad* is 
much greater than befbre, lOtWXX) 
being now maQufactured annually. 
Upwards of 50 watchmakers' and TO 
jewellers' workshops are kept in cim- 
stant employment in the town { and 
it has been calculated that, in good 
years, 75,000 oimcea of gold, 5000 
marks of silver, and precious stones to 
the value of a million of francs, are 

master workmen with a syndio at 

veinaatt, »n appointed by the go- 
vernment to inspect every workshop 
and the articles made io it, to guard 
against fraud in the substitution of 
metals not of legal alloy, and thus to 
prevent any deterioration in a bnueh 
of indualry pioductive at so great aa 
advantage to Geneva. Leooultre et 
Francois are recommended ^ respeot- 
able watahmakerB ; thmr diop is in 
the Rue de la Corratterie. Hm 
largest and moat celelvated eata- 
blishment for jewellery and watefiea, 
is that of Bautte and Company. 
As ■ working jeweller, 8cb«U-Vi- 
guier, at the corner of the Cit£,iB 
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vcry.good, and modente in lU prices. 
A' good TRlch costs from 300 to 
SOOfranla. 

At the French Custom-bmue, 
mmicHl uuff'-boies, of GeneTcse nu- 
an&aturer uid watchts, pnj a duty 
of 5 fr. (sch. Smuggling, once car- 
TTcd on to an enomMuB extent be- 
tween the Swi» and French frontier*, 
hu greatly dutuniahed, owing to the 
ncent modiflcations oT the French 
tariff. 

- IlieatTval peHbrmanccB, for cen- 
turies interdicted in Geneia bj.one 
of the anrtere lam of Cainn, an noit 
tolerated, and a SaBi dt Speetade 
haa been btull cloie to the Porte 
Neme. Voltaire greatly shocked the 
prejudiees of the citiieilB by acting 
pUya, as it were under their very 
nose, at Les D^licea and Femey. 
Rousseau writes to hirn^ *^ Je nevous 
ume pas, lous avei oorrompu ma 
T^publique en lai donnant dea spec- 

Faiiportt are demanded at the gates 
with as xnucb strictfiess and formality 
BH in the dominions of a demotic 
monarch. Before going to Chamouni 
(Route 115) (an eicursion which no 
trsieller should omit, as it includes 
the soblinacst Alpine scenery in Eu- 
topB), the signature of the Sardinian 
camtd is necessary, and fiir it 4 francs 
are charged. His house is in Rne 
Verdune, not ftr from the Porte do 
Riie. 

]1ie jwfu of Geneva are shut at 10 
in the erening, and ■ small toll is ex- 
acted up to midsi^t, after which it 
is doubled. In former times tbey 
finally closed befiire midnight, end it 
will i>e remembered that it -was the 
aecidmt of being shut out one even- 
ing on his return from a walk in the 
country, that induced Rousseau tofly 
from his native town and a tyrannicid 
master, whom he, as a truant appren. 
tice, feared to (ace. 

On the grand Quai, close to thi 
port where the steamers land, a Iimni- 
sHfn (lake measure) has been erected 
to mark the rise and ftUs of the 



waters of the late, " A scheme is in 
Bgitation, and surveys have been nude, 
for rendering the Rhone navigable up 
to Geneva, and damming up thewateri 
of the lakes oF Geneva and Bourget 
by locks. It is to be hoped that it may ■ 
be carried into effect, as it would be 
. benclicial to Switzerland, and 

tent, the advantages of a pott. The 
Frendi government has offered to 
execute the part of the work neces- 
sary within its territory, provided the 
Geneveae will undertake the re- 
mainder from the froatier to the 
late."— }r. C. T. 

Near the Btmcheries, on the same 
quai, the town maintains, at the pub. 
lie expense, a braceof eagles. These 
birds are the armorial bearings of 
Geneva, as the bear is of Berne. 

The Engliih eharch lervict is per. 
formed in the church of the hospital ' 
every Sunday "at half-past II. ' 

The Poit Office is in the Rue du 
Rhone, 64. fettets reach England 
in 6 days, and arrive and are de- 
spatched daily. 

Diligeneet go daHy to Paris in f2 
hours, to Lyons in 34 hours, to Berne 

44 ; to Lausanne, Vevey, and Si. 
Maurice ; to Heuchatel in 1 6 hours g ' 
to Sallenche, on the way to Cha- 
mouni, daily 1 'to Cbamberry and 
Turin, by way of Annccy, 3 or 4 
times a-weel ; daily over the 8im- 
plon to Milui, in 67 hours. 

De Jean, a celebrated master voi- 
turier (§ 7), has an office in the 
Place du Rhone. 

" Placed as Geneva is on the tiir- 
thcst range of those states, in which 
freedom of trade is allowed, it may 
be useful to add, that the Engliah 
traveller, especially if be be proceed.. 
ing to the French or Austrian domi- 
nions, will do well to provide hims^ 
here with those little English com- 
forts which be wiH not find beyond 
the next custom-house. At the shop 
I of Archinard and Bordier, in the 
I Rne Basse, all tinds of English cut- 
B 2 
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«ourr in the Grande Rub. are cele- 
brated for gloves and ladies' shoes; 
and the tourist will not dicdain to be 
told that Wistag, at the ChStenu 
Royal, near the Porte de Comavln, 
has the best supply of cigars, tobacco. 






which is 






the CoDtinenl. Wewl.in the Giande 
Rue, has a complete ataorlment of 
English stationery."— ii- 

iS(«Qin-iioorf traverse the lake daily, ■ 
and make the voyage to Villeneuve 
and hack in 8j hours (see p. 152.)- 
Envinnu of Geneca. 

Omnibum run to Carouge, Lanej, 
and Femey every hour, ftom the 
Places du Bel Aii, de Rive, and de la 
Porta Neuve, 

It has been already observed, that 
Geneva is chiefly distinguished for 
it* beautiful situation, on the margin 
.■of an enchanting lake, whose gently 
sloping banki are scattered over iviih 
villas, surrounded by gardens, and 
looking more like English country- 
houses than any to be found in other 
parts of the Continent. 

The rides, waltn. and views in the 
vicinity are delightful, and almost 
endless; but the great charm of 
every prospect is the Mont Blanc, and 
the range of Alps of Savoy, when 
they deign (o show themselves, which 
Ibey do not, in perfect distinctness, 

average. There cannot be a more 
lotely sight than that of Mont Blanc, 
and the surrounding Aiguilles, tinged 
with the pink hue which the depart- 

atatea of the atmosphere. 

The Rampart; no longer of much 
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In the Cmttery of Plnia FtiaU, • ■ 
little way beyond the PorU Neuvc, 
Sir Humphry Davy, who died here 
in 1829. is buried. 

In the bed of the lake lie many 
granitic boulders, transported from 
the high Alps, Two of these, a 
short distance beyond the port of 
Geneva, and a little lotheS.E. of the 
town, are so large as to project above 
the water. They are called Pieiru 
dc Niton, from a tradition that sacri- 
fices were ofiered upon them to the 
god J^tptuve by the Romans. In- 
deed, instruments of sacrifice have 
been found near them. 

The juHttion of the Ane with the 
Rhone is wortli visiting, and is best 
seen from the grounds of a country- 
house, called Chatellaine, or Cam- 
pagne Matlhieu, on the rt. hank of 
the Rhone, about IJ mile beyond the 
Forte de Cornavin. On the way to 
it, Les IMIices, a country-house of 
Voltaire, is passed. 

The Arve, a furious torrent, fed by 
the snows and glaciers of Mont 
Blanc, looks like a river of mud. 
I'he pellucid blue waters of the 
Rhone, driven on one side by the 
furious entrance of lis new ally, for 

and Uie line of separation between 
the blue and white water is most dis- 
tinctly marked. At length the Arve 
gains the mastery, and the Rhone, 
once polluted, does not recover its 
.t; before reaching the sea. 



Ontl 



of Gen 



the Mont Salhie, a long line of lime- 
stone precipices, seemuig to impend 
over the town, though it is, in reality, 
5 miles off, and within the Sardinian 
territory. Those who are acquainted 
with Edinburgh may be reminded <^ 
Salisbury Crags in looking at it. 
The S. side of this mountain is a 
gentle slope, covered with verdant 
pasture. Slid sprinkled with houses. 
The whole of this vast inclined plane 
facing the Alps is strewn over with 
fragments of rock (protogine). iden- 
tical with that of which Mont Blano 
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is composed. By what agmc]! tbey 
luTe been tmuported hitber — a dU- 
taoee of 50 miles, is the orow l!ie* 

— let the geolo^ explain. The 
Isrgen of these aaaaea U 7 ft. long. 

The summit of the SaUie, more than 
3100 ft. above the late, is frequently 
scaled by the mbabilBnts of Geneva, 
vho moke picnic parties to enjoy the 

road to it is by Carouge and Veyrier, 
3 miles i whence a yery steep path, 
practicable only era foot, leads up a 
gap in the mountain, partly formed 
by steps cut in the rock, and called 
Pat dt rEehelk, to the village of 
Monetier (pronouiiced Monti;) SJ 
miles. Those who ciuinot walk may 

which makes a detour of 6 miles from 
Geneva, through the beautiful village 
of Mornex, at the biuk oF the moim- 
tun. The pleasantest way is to be 
driven to Monetier, thenee to ascend 
the Petit, or the Grand SaUve on 
foot, and to descend the Pas de I'E- 
chelle on foot to Veyrier, whither the 
carrUge may be sent round lo wait 
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residence 

" Manfi^," and the 3rd canto of 

"ChUde Harold." 

The object of the greatest attrac- 
tion lo travellers, however, near Ge- 
neva, is, commonly, Femty, the resi- 
dence of Voltaire. It is situated 
within the French territory, about 
5 miles N. of Geneva, on the road to 
Paris by Gei. Op the way thithar. 



near Grand Saconnei, a 

presents one of the best points of 

view of Mont Blanc. 

Voltaire resided for nearly 20 
years at Femey, from 1759 to 1777. 
He may be said lo be the founder of 
the villsgc, which, belbre his time, 
consisted of but 6 or 8 hovels. He 
collected industrious colonists, iutr»- 
duced usefiil manu&ctures among 
them, and improved bia estate of about 
900 acres by draining, &C., besides 
building on it the Ckateau which still 
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: 1. hand, ) 



1 you ei 



the gates, stands (he Ciurch, origi- 
nally inscribed with the words " JJeo 
ereilt Voltaire;" the Thtatrt stood 
opposite, in which his own tragedies 
were acted by amateurs, hut it no 
longer ciists. TTie Chateau was never 
handsome, and is now somewhat dila- 
pidated. Twolrooms are still prei 
served, nearly in the stale in whicTi 
Voltaire left them. The furniture is 
bded by time, and decayed princi- 
pally from the depredalioi 



Lc-hunt 



reduced to 



The 



third of their original length by such 
Ihefls, and, if the practice be not 
arrested, wilt soon ^sappear altoge- 
ther. On the walls of his bed-room 
hang some bad prints, but selected 
and placed there by himself; and 
worse paintings of his friends, Fre- 
derick the Great (a present from 
himself), Le Kain the B«tor, Cathe- 
rine II. of Uussia(eiecutpd in needle- 
work by her own hand), and Madame 
de Chastelet, llie Huasian Empress 

bassy from St. Petersburg to Femey 
to compliment the Nestor of poeta^ 
On one side of the room is a monu- 
ment, intended to bold his hearty 
removed to Paris by the FVench, in- 



rihed. 



■ Mes r 



au milieu de 
voua ; " it was set up by his adopted 
daughter, the Marquise de Vilatte, 
and bears a strong resemblance to a 
German stove. By the side of it 
hang portraits of his seamstress, of 
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the Savoyatd boy, his servant, and oT 
Pope GanganellL In ihe aote-room 
ia a siagular picture, paluled by aome 
Sttiat of sigQ-posI cspaoity, but de- 
agaed b; Vallaire himselE Oa the 
L hand he appeals in the act of being 
introduced to Apollo by Henry IV., 
wbo holds in his band a cop; of tbe 
*^ Henriade." On the oppCtttte aide^ 
the same Voltaire b seen conducted 
in triumph by the Mmes to the 
Temple of Memory, while his ene- 

. mietand detraetors, prostrated before 
liim, writhe in tormenta beneath bis 
feet. 

Tbe aituatioa of Ferney ia most 
cbaimiag, in full view of the lake and 
of Mont Blanc ; but of ila beauty 
Voltaire seems to bave bad no idea, 
or, at leaal, no taste for it, aa the 
vrindowa of tbe honse are turned 
directly away fi-om tbe landscape. In 
the garden is a long bereeau walk 
clasely arcbed orer with clipped horn- 
beam — a Terdant cloister, with gaps 
cut in it, here and there, admitting a 
l^irapse of the proapect Here he 

, used to walk up and down, and dic- 
tate to his secretary. Among the 
trees of tbe grove round the home is 
>n elm, planted by his own band 
in 1T6S 1 it was struck by lightning 
in 1B24. The old gardener of Vol- 
taire, who was liying within a lew 
years, related sc 

addressed by tbe people of the vil- 
lage as " Mooieigneur ; " he drove out 
every day in a gilt coacb, drawn by 
4 horses, and he was a terror Co all 
the little boys he met in bis walks. 
Ferney, at present, belongs to tbe 
family of M. Bud^ de Boisay. 

Ferte du Shone. 
For travellers who are unacquainf 
ed with tbe route from Lyons to 
Geneva, tbe eicuruon to the Perte 
du Rbone at Bellegaide on the French 
&ontier, may be recommended. The 
distance is about 16 milee, and bf 
■tarting early it may easily be ao- 
oomp isbed in a day. Tbe road lies 



s partiGu- 



through &. Genii, -where it tains off 
to tbe W., and skiifts tbe base of-tbe 
Jura to Cufloages. A little beyond 
this village f ou eutee 



lofty 1 



the aide of 
Savoy, and tbe huge mass of the 
highest part of the Jura chain, slope 
precipitously down to the torrentuof 
the Rhone. Tbe road hangs mid- 
nay In this prodigious poasage, -and 
tbe celebrated Fort de VBdiitt, the 
fortress which gives its name to the 
pass, commands this entrance of 
France. Infinite labour and eipeose 
have been used by the French go- 
vernment to strengthen this position ; 
additional batteries have beea hewn 
in tbe rock above the lower fortress, 
and these communicaie with the 
guardrooms below by a broad slur- 
case, more tbai 100 feet in b^^^ 
bewn inside the solid ' mountain. 
T.«ave may aometimea be obtained 
£nan tbe governor to view the for- 
tress 1 but at any rate the road passes 
thiougb it, and enaUes the traveller 
to see Bomathiug of ita remarkable.d^ 
fences. From Colloages to Belle- 
garde (HSttl de la PatU) the road 
sweeps along tbe wild gorge tbroi^ 
which the Rh<Hie poms. At Belle- 
garde it croaSES the narrow androd^ 
bed of the Valseline. Tbe traveller 
will wdk trom tbe inn to tbe Ftffte 
du Rhone (} of a mile) ; he will find 
plenty of squalid guides to show him 
tbe spot where the river, which heJaas 
accompanied tcota. Ihe clear cistem of 
its waters through tbe rough mouz^ 
lain pass, plunges at once into the 
earth. When the waters are tolec 
ably low, a 






a dis- 



tance of i SQ>y4rds. No bottom, has 
ever been tbund to tbe huge cavern 
which engorges the Rhone', nor bai 
eny substance or living thing thrown 
into it been known to come out again. 
The bed of the Valseline ia more pie- 



tti*n the Parte. It is WDrth vhileto 
(Useend rront the garden of the inn 
into the wcao cbuinel of this little 
tiTW. vbteh is ilmost dry in BDmmer 
time, except where * runlet of its 
water burrooB into the clefts and bio- 
taatio bendi of the olcareoua rock. 

nude to D'lioune where the rirer 
Versoii takes its rise in a pretty grotto 
at the foot of the Jura ; and people 
go to eat the small delicate iroot 
irliich are taken in it. The riev 
fram the terrace of the Chateau 
D'lioune is veiy fine. The best road 
tol go is hy Coppet and Celigny 
(where the waterfalls should also he 
viuted), and to ictum by Ferne;. 
The distance From Geaeia la D'l- 
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The Lake of Geneva, called b; the 
Romana Lacu4 Lemoiiua, haa nearly 
the shape of a half-inaon, iu boras 
being turned towards the S. It is 
the largest lake in SwiCzerlandi being 
S5 miles long, measured close to its 
N. shore, and about 40 miles slung iis 
S. bank ; it is 6 miles wide at the 
broadest part (between Rolle and 
Thonon), and its greatest depih (be- 
tween Evian asd Ouchy) is 900 ft. 
Its waters oflen vary ia one y«ir mote 
than 50 inches, being usually lowest 
in the winter, between January and 
April, and highest in August and 
part of Jul; and September, owing 
to the supplies then derived from the 
melting snows and glaciers. Besides 
:, the lake 



ported to haTe originally eitended 
upwards as &t as Bei. 

" Mon lac est le premier," are the 
words in which Voltaire has vaunted 
, the beauties of the Lake of Geneva; 
and it must he confessed that, though 
it wants the gloomy sublimity of the 
Bay of Uri and the sunny softnesa 
of the Italian lakes, with th«r olive 
and citron groves, it has high claims 
to admiration. It also possesses great 
variety of scenery. The vino-covered 
slopes of Vaud contrast well with the 
abrupt, rocky precipices of Savoy. 
. Near Geneva the hills subside. «d- 
I mitting an eiquisite view of &Iant 
Blanc, whose snowy summit, though 
60 miles distant, is often reflected in 



subjec 



other 



vc!, called aeichtt. 1 
phenomenon consists of a sudden : 
and fiill of the water in partici 
parts of the lake, independently of the 
agency of the wind or of any other 



appan 



It is 



nery i 



nity 



in the vicinity of Geneva. During 
these oscillations the waters some- 
times rise 5 ft., though the usual in- 

lasts longer than £5 minutes, but it is 
generally less. The cause of these 
seiches has not been eiplained with 
certainty, but it is believed 1o depend 
upon the unequal pressure of the 
atmosphere upon different parts of 
the surface of the lake ; and they arc 
observed to occur most commonly 
when the clouds are heavy and low. 
tlie lake never freezes entirely, owing 

ters the lower extremity is covered 
with ice. The sand and mud brought 
down by the Rhone and deposited 
around iu mouth have caused con- 
siderable encroai^hments upon its 
upper citrcraity! even within the 
records uf hislury Porle Vallais stood 



I very pic- 



crcased magnifice 

The boats on the lake ai 
turesrjue, having latine ssi 
ciaft of the Mediterranean. 

Among the fish of the lake trouts 
are rare ; the Lolte, on which HoiU- 
seau's Julie makes her last repaat, is 
described as " un espfce de harheau 
assei fade, peu cher, et commun." 

Sttam-boali. — Theri are ■! or 5 
steamers on the Lake of Geneva. 
The best and swiftest of these, the 
^Igh, Hehetie (new), and Faadaiie, 



n from Gen 



uBib 
hert 

end t 



i to Vill. 









The J 



and Wi^krMed (the first is the best) 
set out from either end of the lake 
daily, and reach the i^poHte ei- 
Iremity in 7 or 8 hours. The ttamieri 
do not take carriaga. lliey stop to 
land and receive passengers at Coppet, 
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Nyon, Rolle, MorgeB, Ouchy (the 
portof Lausanoe). Vevay, and Ville- 
neuve — all tituated on the N. shore 
of the lake, and described in (he next 
route. The Wintelried runa along 
the S. or Savoyard ibore described in 
Houte ST. 
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should derive Geneva of its trade. 
A pier was pri^ected into the lake, 
to farm a port, a grand place was 
laid down, and slreeta running at 
right angles were marked out; but 
beyond this the plan was never car- 
ried into execution. Hence the verses 
of Voltaire : — 



IT] pasts— 83 Eng. miles. 
This is a post-road, tolerably sup- 
plied with post-horses, the chaises 
being the same as in France, vii. 1 fr. 
50 c. for each horse per post, and 
TSe. to the postillion; for every per- 
son in the carria^ ahovethe number 
of horses 1 fr. is charged. Hie post- 
Diligences go ti 
sanne, and 4 time! 
tigny. A voiturii 
6( hours to Lausi 
stoppages. The tolls 



■.e a-day to Lau- 
l week to Har- 
will take about 



s of Lake 



preseal so many a 

.1 dwelling as the 

Lemau in full vie 

About a mile Irom Geneva the Hotel 

of S£cheron is passed. After a mile 

or two Mont Blanc is bid behind the 

intervening mountains of Voirans, 

and does not reappear until near 

Nyon. 

The parish of Versoii, through 
which the road passes, fbnnerly be- 
longed to France. The Duke de 
Cholsed, minister of Louis XV , ir. 
ritated with some proceedings of the 
inhabitants of Geneva, proposed to 
laise a rival city at Versoii which 



A little iieyond Versoix (now an In- 
cansiderahle village) we pass out of 
the canton of Geneva into that of 
Vaud. 

I] Coppet, a small village of 600 
inhabitants, only remarkable for the 
CK&ttau, which belonged to Madame 
de StMl. immediately behind it. It !■ 
now the property of the Due de 
Btoglie, her Bon-in-lsw. It is a plain 
edifice, ti>rmiag three sides of a 
square, the front towards the lake 
being flanked with a tower at each 
end. It was the rosidence of Ms- 
dame de Stael as well as of her 
father, the Fiench minister Necker. 
There is a portrait of her by Bavid, 

■ ■ ; of Necker. ~ 



N. B. The road by the S. shore 
of the lake ( Route 57 ) tu 8L Maurice 
is SJ posts shorter than this by Lau- 

The greater part of (he first stage 
out of Geneva lies among villas and 
pleasure grounds not unlike English 
" w spots in Europe 












the author of Corinne composed 
mauy of her works. Her inkstand 
and desk are still preserved. The 
grounds are traversed by shady walks; 
and a clump of trees surrounded by 
a wall, in a field a little to the W. 

.pel in which Necker and 



leil) — at 



is daugh 

_1J Nyon-(7»n 



height; but its suburb, tbrougb 
which the high road runs, extends 
down to the lake. It was the Roman 
Novidunum. 

An excellent carriage-road ascends 
the Jura from this in zigzags to St. 
Cergues (Route 53). From the top 
of (he Dole, on the left of this ra«4 
and 15 miles from Nyon. there is an 
exquisite view (see p. 140). 

1) Rolle. (/nn; Tete Nuir, small 
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Route 56, — Lautanne — CaAedraL 



jirdi, producfng a tolenble wine. 
One of the best Vaudoia wines is 
groiTD on tbe slope between Rolle 
■ad Aubonae, called Lb Cote. 

On the oppoMte shori of the lake 
is discerned the Gulf of Tbonon, and 
the mowy head of Mont Blano peer- 
ing over the mountaioa of the Chab- 
laia. A lilll« further on the roelu of 
Meillerie and the eotrance of the 
Vallaii t^pear. 

II MoTgiw. {Inn: La Couronne.) 
Behind this little town of 9800 inha- 
bltantB rises the old castle of Wuf- 
flent^ diMioguished by its tall square 
donjon and group of minor turrets, 
built of btiek, with deep nuwhicola' 
tions. It is said to have been built 
by Queen Bertha in the tenth cen- 
tury. It ia well preserved and higbly 
picturesque. On the next stage the 
lirer Vetioge is crossed. 

The distant view of Lausanne, 
■mted on sloping bills and aur- 
inouut«d by iti cKbedral and castle, 
b pleasing. Between it and the lake, 
Bt the distance of] of a mile, stands 
the suburb or <illsge of Oucby, which 
may be termed the port of Lausanne, 
(/im ; Ancre, at the o-ater-side, 
good and cheap.) Lord Byron wrote 
the Prisoner of Chillon in tbis little 
inn, in the short space of two dat/t, 
during which be was detained here 
Ly bad weather, June, IB16 : " thus 
adding one more deathless associ' 
ation to the already iuimortaliied 
localities of the lake." 

-Traversing the shady promenade 
. of Moutbenon we enter 

\{ LiusAHNi. (/am : Hotel Gib- 
bon, one of the beat in Switierland ; 
'good aeeommodatian at the cus- 
tomary charges; table d'hote at 
1, 6, and S r.M. Faucon, excellent. 
but rather eipenBive, Lion d'Or, a 
comrortahle and not eipensive house.) 
I,[iussRne, capital of the canton Vaud, 
conUins 14,120 inhsbitsms. The 
Pays de Vaud (Germ. Waadtland), 
was originally suhject to the Dukes of 
Savoy, hut, having been conquered by 
.>.- » J „j[,ytiiry to 



the lower slope of the Mont Jorat, 
which sinks gradually down to the 
lake, but is intersected by senral 
ravines, giving it the form o( distiBCt 
eminences. From this cause the 
streets ranging over broken ground 
are a series of ups and downs ; many 
are very sleep, and run in a directiim 
parallel (o the lake, sa 






duct have recently been m 
the valley from the front of the Hotel 
Gibbon, and a winding road, carried 
on a level along its K, bank, render 
the centre of die town and oatbadral 
much more accessible than formerly. 
The older street! are mostly namnr 
and not very oleon, and few of the 
bouse* stand on tbe same lerel. If 
the stranger would emergi from Ma 
labyrinth of dusky buildings to look 
about him, be must climb up tbe 
steep ascent behind. A very gpoA 
point of view i* the 

Terract of tht CathedraL At. the 
fbot of the flight of steps leading 
to it ttom the market-place ask fin 
the keyi of the door kept at the 
seiton's bouse, No. 6. The Calif 
dra!, a very otensive building, and 
internally the finest Gothic church in 
Swit2erland,"WBS founded!, n. I00(^ 
and some traces of the original edifloe 
may be noticed in the groined arches 
behind the altar. With this eiception 
the building dates from the thirteenth 
century (1275). The interior is so 

very beautiful, that we offer a brief 






mperfect 



:. Upon 



on the right and left, each 
consisting of B thick central column, 
surrounded by sii distinct and de- 
tached columns of the same height 

piers is surrounded by another, 
which would altogether resemble its 
subordinate, if a wall projecting from 
tht aide did not take the pUnx of <Hle 
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tA the auaUer oalunuu ; — these 
.group* of columns Muid at die 
«ii^ea cS a porch of four arches, the 
•iiigularil; aod beaut; of wbiob U 
great); iocteued by two ^nes which 
«re attached to it od the north and 
■outh aides. Bejoud th» ia another 
iwrcb, \a which tha vaulting, ribs, and 
aich mnuldiagi ate moat beautifully 
auppOfted b; a series of detached 
, blender adumns. On entering the 
Dave, two vide arches are aeen on 
the right and on the left ; and these 
aj« (ucBeeded, <m each side, b; six 
narmwer arches, tbe airangenieat of 
which is so peBiiliar, that tfaey niggest 









during the transition period. Tbay 
ve thus doeribed by Mr. WilUa -. _ 
' £aoh alteniate pier consistt of ) s 
parts, ttt ahafls, — namely, 3 on each 
Ubh for tbe vaultitig <rf the nate and 
ode aisles lespectiTely, and 3 for the 
jHer arches. But of the interpoted 
one^ the first has coupled columns 
fiir the pier arch, and a lateral tub- 
ahaft br its sub-ircb ; tbe neat has a 
siDvle round shaft iot the pier arch, 
and a stout detached shaft in front of 
It, wbiob, running up to the roof, 
tarries 3 vaulting libs in a group 
upon a round abacus; tbe neat, with 
a similar arrangement for tbe pier 
arch, has a slender shaft in front, 
■upportiag the simple rib of a lii. 
partite vault, of which this ic the only 
oompartmeni, the rest of the nave 
having quadrapartite vaults.' — The 
larcular ^ise, at the eastern end, is 
ungular and complete, both as a con- 
tinuation of the nave and of tbe 
aisles. The Trifbrium Gallery is 
carried oontinuouiily along tbe nave, 
the transept, and the apse ; above it 
IS a second gallery, equally complete, 
but it is airanged in compartments 
of triple arches, for the purpose of 
enabling it to conform to the open- 
ings of tbe windows. Withia the 
central Tower, but at a higher level, 
ate two similar gslleries, equally 
complete. At the eastern tides tX 
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the transept are two a , 
which forms, as it wer^ £ aisles to 
that part of tbe building ; ~ tbe vralli 
of theae, as well ai of ihe ude aislea 
and the apsidal aisles, are lined 
throughout with a tuccesaion of low 
columns supporting trefoil or quatt*- 
Giii arobes." — f. L. 

Among the monuments within the 
church are a mailed effigy of Otho of 
Granaom, whose aneeator. Otto da 
Crandesin, held several important 
offices in England, under Henry III. 
and Edward I. ; and the tomb of 
ViotOT Amadeus VIII. (Voltaire^ 
" Biiarre Amadie"), who was duke 
of Savoy, Bishop of Geneva, and pope 
under tbe title of Felix V., but rs- 
iigued in succession all these digni- 
tie*, preferring to end bis days as a 
monk in tbe convent of Ripaill^ 
on the opposite shore of the lalce. It 
is much mutilated. The monn- 
ment of Mrs. Stratford Canning, a 
vaae with a bas-relieC by Airtaluit 
(not b^ Canova, a* most guide-books 
have It), is not very remsikable. 
Here also is interred the venerated 
Bernard de Menthon, founder of the 
Hmpice of Ihe Great St. Bemanl, 
which is named after him. 

On another pUtform, a little way 
behind Ihe Terrace cf the Cathedi^, 
stands ths Catile, a picturesque, mos^ 
sive square tower with four turrets at 
tbe angles. It was originally tba 
residence of the Bishops of Lau- 
sanne, but is now tbe council-house 



CoBtgt, 



interest, — such as a colleutlon of 
mineiala from Bei and a model of tbe 
salt mines there. It is not deficient in 
the other branches of natural history. 
A specimen of the silurus glani^ one 
of theUrgestfresli-water fiibes, came 
fiam tbe Lake of Morat. Many anti- 
qvUiei discovered within the canton, 
at Avcnticum, and on the borders of 
tbe Lake Leman, are preserved here. 
J%t Adkh 0/ Gibbon, in which be 
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completeJ the History of Home, is j 
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. church of St. Frai 
right of the mad leading down 
Ouchy. Both it and the yarden h 
beea much changed. The wall 
the Hotel Gibbon occupies the 
«f his summer-house, and tlie beri 
irolk has 



" It was on the day, or ra 
night, of the 2Tth of June, 1 
tweenthe hours of eleven anc 
that I wrote the lut Ime of 
jlage in a summer-house in 
den. After laying down ir 
took seiernl turns in a bet 
covered walk of acacias, whi 



Hotel, t 



Steam-boali touch at Ouchy, tbe 

side, twice a-day, on their way to 
either eitremity of the lake. OmnU 
buses convey travellers to and fro. 

'X'he neighboiirhoDd of Luutuiae 
is uniivalted for the number and 
beauty of the walks which it pfc~ 
sents. Partial and pleaang glimpses 
of the lake are obtained from the ttr~ 
Tocet within the town, and from that 
of Montbenon, just outside the wallt. 
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imperai 



ected from ilie waves, and all nature 
was silent." — GUAoh's Life,. 
" Much has been done of late years 

the institution; of this little state. 
The Penitentiary, Pi-iaoH, and Normal 
School, may interest some travellers, 
and may bear witness to all of (he 
mimilicent and enlightened spirit of 
the councils of one of tbe smallest 

Europe."— K B. 



ductl 

The ErtffHsh church service is per- 
formed every Sunday in the Chapelle 
du Culle, hut an English chapel is 
just built. Tlie Lutheran service" is 
~ o perfbrmcd in the same building 
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ge of tl 






liere, and signs passports for Cba- 
mouni or Turin (charge 2 fr.). 

The Poit and Dilipenee- office is in 
the riflce St. Franjois, near the 
church. The office for poit-horeet is 
in the Rue Marlheray, No. fi7. 



id beautiful proapects are 
presented from the heights above it. 
The best spot for an extensive surrey 
is the elevated platform called th« 
Signal, but the ascent to it is very 
&tiguing. Near it is the extensive 
forest of Sauvabellin (Silva ilelini). 
In which it is said the Uruids once 

its name. There are a great number 
of 'country-seats in the vicinity; 
that of Vemeni is highly praised ; 
its grounds have tbe character of an 
English park, with the Alps and tbe 
lake in addition. Cooper, the Ame- 

ly single qiot, 

purpose ; uui even mere the W, end 
of the sheet is quite concealed hy tbe 
curvature. If the fint of the lake a 
hid from the eye, its head, on the 
contrary, lies open before Uic speC' 
Utor, and it offers one of the grandest 
landscapes of this the noblest of all 
earthly regions. In that direction 
the mountains of Savoy rise like 
ramparts, and the valley of the Rhone 
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ity of mystery (?). 
Whichever way the eye wanders over 
Uie wide range of hill-sides, villagesi 
vineyards, mountains, and blue water. 
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Signal, but may be seen from the top 
of the Jorat, on the load to Beme. 

About S miles out of Lausinne, 
bejond the CalTui™, od the Beme 
load M tbe Cemtttn/ of Piem de 
FMo. John Philip Kemble, the 
tragedian. Is buried vithin it, 

N. B. FOiHiig (§ 5.) begini at 

Simplon into July, and by Genoa 
into France. Diligaten run daify in 
nimmer from Lannnne toVevay and 
Bel, to Berne, to Geneva, to Neu- 
cholel, and to BUe. 

The road to Veray U Tery narrow, 
and partly enclosed between the high 
walla of vineyards, rendering it very 
timonie, and in summer dreadfully 
hot, bring unsheltered by trees. It 
improreB near Vevay , as tbe gorge of 
the Rhone appears in sight, orer- 
looked by the snowy peaks of the 
Dent de Midi. 

SI * Fevay, ( /jiim .- Trois Couronnes, 
good, ■■ but Tery dear ; the only inn 
I have met with where a separate 
^large is nude for honey at breakl^t. 
Table-d-h&te at IJ, and later. The 
iHidlord is building a splendid hotel, 
to contain 90 beds, baths, and a room 
intended to serve for an English 
ehapel, in a beautiful situation, on 
the shore of the lake." Ville de Lon- 
dr«.)— W. a T. 

Vevay (Germ. Vivis, Iha Roman 
Viblacum) is the second town in 
canton Vaud, and bas 44S6 inhabit- 
ants. It is principally diilinguished 
for ttae exceeding beauty of its ntua- 
tion, on the margin of tbe Lale 
Leman, at s point where the scenery 
of Its banks is perhaps most beau- 
tiful. The writings of Rousseau have 
conlribuled not a little to its cele- 
brity in this respect. Ha says in 
his Coofetaiona — " J'alUl i Vevay 
loger i la clef, et pendant deui jours 

pris pour cette ville un amour qui 
* Pour tieuM de poste. 



vouB sur le lac, et dites si la nature 
n'a pas fait ce beau pays pour une 

Saint Freui ; mais ne les y cberchei 
pas." 

From the little terrace at the end 
of the market-place the eye sonejri 
(he scenery of the Nouvelle Heloiae. 
On the E. the village of Clarens, 
Montreu», Chlllon ; beyond it Ville- 
neuve and the gorge of the Rhone, 
backed by the gigantic ATps of the 
Vallais, Ihe Dent de Midi, and Pain 
de Sucre (neighbours of the Great 
St. Bernard); while on the opponte 
shore of the late rise the rocks of 
Melllerie, surmounted by (he peaks 
of the Dent d'Oehe, and the village 
of St. Gingougb, at the foot of the 



In the Churck of Si. Martin, s 
little above the town, Ludlow the 
regicide is buried, as well as Brough- 
tOD, who read the sentence of d^th 
to Charles I. They died here in 
exile, a price having been set upon 
their heads ; and repeated applica- 
tions were nuide to the canton of 
Berne to deliver Ibent up, which tbe 
government very properly refused to 
occedc to. LitdlatDt house still etists*; 
he pinced over his doorway this iii^ 

The vines of the neighbourhood of 
Vevay, especially of the sunny district 
extending hence to Lausanne, and 
called La Vaui, etyoy a consideraUe 
repuUtion. The Romans are be- 
lieved to have 6rst planted the vine 
on these hills; and the discovery of 
a stone inscribed " Libero Patri CoT- 
liensi " proves that they had erected 
a temple to Father Bacchus at Co(- 
lium, a little village now called Cully, 
on the margin of the lake, between 
Vev^i and Lauianne. 
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A Beietr or guild tf lu^ an- 
tiquit;, called VAhboft det Viguemu, 
haring for it* motto the word* " On 
«t Uboro," eiiit) at Veraj. Ita ob- 
ject ia to promote tfae eultintioo of 
the vine; and Sot this purpoee it 
deipatchei everj •prtng and autumn 
" cipertBt" qualified perscms, to ror- 
TBf all the vinejardi of the district, 
•i^ upon ibeir report and testimony 
it rewards tbc most skilful and indus- 
triaufl Tinedrcsfieri with medals and 
pntning'hooks (wxpea dlmniieur) ai 



with a custom 
banded down fexn ver7 ancient 
limes, which is posslblf a ' relic of 
pagan Ripervtitifm, this somet; 4 
bnites ODce iit 15 or 30 yeais a f 
val colled Id Fiit da Figiuroia. 
CDDimenoea with the eerenxmy of 
crowning the most successful culti- 
vator of the line, which is tallowed 
and aecompsnied by dances and pto- 
cesuona tbrmed of the lads and lanes 
of the neighbourhood attired as Fauns 
bearing tfae thyrsus, and nympho. 
Father Bacchus in his car, and Ceres 
waggoo filled with 
ippear in the moot 
clasHcal costume in the midst of tlieit 
followers. But \ 
eludes A rangular 
tural characters along with these 
beatben Baochanals. Thus Silesus 
tiding on his ass is followed by Neah 
m bis ark, sod Pomona is succeeded 
by the spies from Canaan bearing be- 
tween them the buDoh of grapts. A 
vine-press and a foige at work are 
also eihibited, drawn by fine hones. 
On other days of the fete (for it lasts 
fin- several) the spectators are enter- 
tained with the nstiie dances and 
songs of Switzerland, performed b; 
tiie herdsmen and shepherdesses of 
the neighbouring Alps; and the con- 
cluding and perhaps the most inter- 
esting put of the festiviiies consists 
in the bestoiritig upon a young 
maiden, the ioirest in fame and form 
ID the vicinity, a dower, and in the 
celebration of her marriage with a 
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of the French opera repaired hitbar 
from Paris, several weeks befarekand, 
to drill and instrunt the ruatics in 
dancing. The ground was kept by 
100 young men in the pictureaque 
ancient Swiss costume, which baa 
be«i delineated by Hidbein. The 
9 last anniverssriea were in 18L9 aad 
1833, and multitudes of qMctaton 
flocked from alt parte to witneto 

The road from Vevay to Fteybutg 
by Bulle is described Route 41. 

The path &am Vevay owa tfae 
Dent de Jaman, and the rood thence 
to Thun, form Route 41, 

" The gardens of M. de Hautenlle 
ate situated about 1 mile from Vavay, 
and deserve to lie viidLed as mucb-fiir 
thair fine horticulture as tot tbe 
superb view tfaey command." — B. 

About 2 miles 0^ en a vweUii^ 
eminence overlooking the lake, ttaads 
the ancient Catk of Btomag, built in 
the loth century, which belonged (0 
tbe same fotnil; for 700 yeani. Fui^ 
tber on, above Claieni^ is CA^slar^ 
aootber castle. 

About a mile out of Vevay the 
hamlet of La Tour de PeU, with a 
castle built at the water.side in lite 
ISth century, is passed. A mile fu- 
therlies 

Claretu, so sentimentally described 
by Rousseau in the Mouvelle Hfi- 
loise. !t command* certainly one Of 
tbe finest views over tbe lake~>tbe 
mountains of tfae Rhone valley and 
of the opposiU shore, but in itself 
is a poor village, &a less attractive 
than many of its neighbours, and it 
probably owes its celebrity to a well- 
Bouodiqg name, which fitted it for tbe 
pages of a romance. Rousseau's ad- 
mirers have puziled themselves witfa 
endeavouring to identify the localities, 
though he has himself suted that 
they are " grossieranent sltfrfes.'' 
llie spot on which the beautiful 
" bosquet de Julie" is sought for is 
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maw «. pot«t»-field.' Bjam aaji tbat 
the tree* ware out down bjtbenKnka 
at St Bnaard, uid lafiibes same un. 
worth; ond undesared abme upon 
.thiwe hmpitable Mektuutiti ; but he 
luu forgatten to aak whetber tbt bo«' 
qoet really eier had an; eiutence 
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" In Jul;, 1QI6, I iDade a vowe 
round the lake of Geneva ; and, as 
fbr as my own obterrations hate led 
me in a not unintetealed nor inat- 
tentire surve; of dl the scenea moat 
celebrated bir Souaieau in his ' H^ 
loTse,' I can Bafely aay tbat in tlria 
there is no eiaggeration. It would 
be difficult to aee CUren» (with the 
scenes around it — Vera;, Chillon, 
BoTeret, St. Gingo, Meijlerie, Erian, 
and the entrancei of the Rhone) 
without being forcibly struck with 
its peculiar adaptation to the persona 
and events with which it has been 
peopled. But this is not all ; the 
feeling with which all around Cla. 
ren-i, and the opposite rocks of Meil. 
ietie, is invested, is of a still higher 
and more cumprehensive order than 
tho mere sympathy with individual 
pas^on ; it is a sense of the existence 
of love in its most extended and 
EubUme capacity, and of our own 
participation of its good and of its 
^rcat principle of the 



which 



J then 



densed, but not less manifested, and 
of which, though knowing ourselves 
a part, we lose our individualit;, and 
mingle in the beauty of the whole. 
If Itousseau had never written nor 
lired, the aama aaaociatioos would 
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not lesa hare belonged 
He has added to Ibe interest oi ma 
worka b; their adoption ; tie hag 
■hoim bis sense of Iheir beauty b; the 
(Section; but they have done tbat 
for him irhicb no human being could 
do for them. I had the fortune (good 
or evil as it might be) to sail &om 
Meillerie (where ve landed for some 
Ume) to St. Gingo during s lake 
slorrn, which added to the magnifi- 
cence of ail around, ailhough oecs- 
•donally accompaaicd by danger to 
the boat, which was small and OTer. 
loaded. It WHS over this very part 
of tbe lake that Rousseau has driven 
the boat of Sl Preui and Madame 
Wolmar to Meillerie for shelter dur- 
ing a tempest. On gaining the shore 
at Sl Gingo, 1 found that tbe wind 
had heea sufficiently strong to blow 
down some fine old chennut-trees 
on the lower part of the mountains." 

Chailly, the residence of Rous- 
seau *s friend Madame de Warens, lies 
above Clarens, at some distance from 
the road. The house still exists. 

The swelling hills and line-elad 
slopes which form the banks of the 
lake nearly all tbe way &om Geneva 
here give place to beetling crags and 
lofly precipices rising abruptly from 
tlie water's edge. The road sweeps 
ill curves round the retired bays at 
their fret. 

Monlreui — (/flit .- Couronne, in 
a good situation ; people not very 
clean). Near Montreui is the Hotel 
du Cygne, well placed on the shore 
of the lake. 

The viUsge of Mmfrfu is prettier 

Clarens. It lies at the foot of tbe 
Dent de Jaman, across which runs a 
path into the Simmenthal (Route 41 ). 
" It is celebrated as the most shel- 
tered spot on the banks of the lake of 
Geneva, and the remarkable salu- 
brity of Its climate renders it desir- 
able winter-quarters for invalids who 



The 



iveller 



tbe high-road to the church-yard rA 
Montreui will carry sway Irtna that 
enchanting spot one of the sweetest 
impresuoni of bis life. Tbe statis- 
tical researches of Sir F. dTvemoiB 
have ^lown that Montreui ia the 
place In the world where there is the 
smallest proportion of deaths onA of 
imprudent marrlagea. Tbe old pastor 
Bridel, the bead of this happy com- 
munity, is a hale mounUineer, liill of 
the trends and beauties of tbe coti&- 
try he bas wandered over for nearly 
80 years, and will give a hearty wel- 



.o tbe ti 



veller."- 



Montriuz 
stands the picturesque and renowned 
QuOt of ChiUoa, on an isolated rock 
surrounded by deep water, but within 
a stone's throw of the shore and of 
the mad, with which it communU 
cates by a wooden bridge. It was 
built in 1238 by AmadeuS IV. of 
Savoy, and was long used aa a state 
prison, where, among other victim:^ 
many of tbe early reformers were 
immured. When Byr«n, in the 
Prisoner of Chillon, described the 
sufferings of an imaginary captive, ha 
was not acquainted witb the history 
of the real prisoner, Bonnivard, prior 
of St. Victor, who, having ri-ndered 
himself obnoxious to the Duke of 
Savoy by bis eiertions to free llie 
Genevese from the Savoyard yoke, 
was seized hy the Doke's emissaries, 
and secretly carried olT to this castle. 
For 6 long years be was buried in its 
deepest dungeon, on a level with the 
surfiice of the lake. TTie rinjt by 
which he was attached to one itf the 
pillars still remains, and the stone 
floor at its base is worn by bis coo- 
EUnt pacing to and fro. Byron after- 
wards wrote the sonnet on Bonni- 
vard, from which tbe following lines 
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imUl tii( Terr lUpi hiTC 1* It ( Uvx 

At Ungtli, in 1596, the Swiss 
wrested the Faja de Vaud rram tbe 
h&nds of Charles V. of &»voy. Chil- 
Ion was the lait pl»ce which held out 
for hira i but an army of 7000 Ber- 
nese besieging it by land, while the 
gallics of the Genevese assaulted it 
by water, soon comptlled it to sur- 
render, and Bonnivant, with olher 
captives, was set free. The changes 
which had occnrrcd during the years 
r^ his imprisonment almost reAhsed 
the legend of (he Seven Sleepers. 
He had leR Geneva a Roman Ca- 
tholic state, and dependent on the 
Duke of Savoy ; he found her free, 
and a republic, openly professing (he 
reTormed faith. 

The castle is now converted into a 
magazine for military stores. A cu- 
rious old ehapel serves as a powder- 
magazine, and \s not shown. Stran- 
gers are readily conducted over other 
parts of it, and (independent of the 
associations connected with the build- 
ing) may lind something to interest 
them in its " poteoce et cachots.^* 
The former is a heam, black with 
age, eitendcd across one of (he vaults, 
to which the condemned were formerly 
hung. The cachet is an oubliette, 
whose only entrance was by a trap- 
door in the floor above. The dun. 
gcon of Bonnivard is aity and spacious, 
consisting of two aisles, almost like a 
church ; iU floor and one side are 
formed by the living rock, and it is 
lighted by several windows, through 
which the sun's light passes bv re. 
flection from the sur&ce of tt 
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also the blue __.. 
Byron inscribed h 
the pillars, but it is 



nsmitting partly 



Dim »lth' a dull, imprlion'd ray, | ^^ 

And through ihe crc*1{¥ aud the cleft 
or llie ihick wallii fallen and left. 
Creeping o'er the Boar "*""[■. 

Byron has exaggerated the depth 
of the lake, which near the castle 
does not eieeed 880 ft. " It is by 
this castle that Rousseau has filed 
the catastrophe of his Hflo^se, in 
the rescue of one of her chlhiren Iqr 
Julie from the water ; the shock of 
which, and the illness produced by 
the immeroon, is tlie cause of har 
death." 

Between Chillon and Villeneuve a 
splendid " Hoitl Byron** has heoi 
lately erected, commanding a beauti- 
ful view. It is a single house, quiet, 
spacious, enjoyable ; well-served, 
clean, and not dear. — F. L. 

Villeneuve— (/nni : Croli Blanche; 
Lion d'Or, both indifferent) — is ■ 
small and ancient walled town of 1480 
inhabitants (PmaiVunu of the Ro- 
mans), situated at the E. extremity 
of the lake, where the road quits its 
borders to enter the valley of the 
Rhone. A diligence awaits the ar- 
rival of the steamers to convey pas- 
good sleeping quarters.'' 

About a mile from Villeneuve lies 
a small island, the only one in tbe 
lake : it is thus mentioned by Byron 
in the Prisoner of Chillon : — 
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The commencement of the (alley 
of the Rhone is dreary and udiq- 
. • In rellUli (Hil; Sve. 
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teresting. The low ground a a fiat 
alluTial depouC, fanned b; mud 
brought down by the river, and still 
remaining in the state of a barren 
and unwholesome morass, llie en- 
onwchments of the land upon the 
lake, even within the period of his- 
torical record, have been very great. 
Port Vallais, Portua Valleaia of the 
Somuis, in their time stood on the 
margin of the lake, but is now more 
than a mile tad a half inland ; tbe 
intervening tract has been gained 
mate. The Rhone itself Gree|w alowl; 
along, impeded bj its own windings, 
and u it were btirdeaed with mud> very 
Xiulike tbe torrent of azure and crystal 
which bursts out of tbe lake at Ge- 
nevSi Upon this plain, at the mouth 
of the valley of the Rhone, Divico, 
tbe Grat Helvetian chief mentioned in 
history, defeated, B.C. 107 (the e46tb 
year of Borne), the Soman fbtcei 
under Lucius Cassius, slaying their 
general and compelling bis army to 
pass under the yoke- 

The top of the mountain above 
.YTome was thrown down by an 
earthquake, 1564. A good wine now 
grows on tbe slope. 

a Roche. The post house is re- 
moved hither trom 

L'Aigle _ (Inn : La Croli 
Blanche) — a tillage of 1650 inha- 
bitants (AqnUcia). Black marble is 
([Uarried near this. 

USa — {innt! L'Union, good.) 
It comprises a boarding-bouse and 
mi establishment of baths, supplied 
from a sulphurous spring rising 
in the vicinity, wlitch causes Bei to 
be resorted to as a watering-place in 
summer. Guides, horses, and chars- 
iUbanc for eicurwons among the 
mountains may be hired here. 

Bex, a village of 3000 inhabitants, 
utuated on the high road to the 
£implon, is chiedy remarkable for its 
Sab-Minei and Salt- Woria. Salt has 

bare since tbe mid^ of the 16tb 
«Bniury. For a long time they be- 
longed to a merchant baulj of Augs- 



burg named Zobel, but they are now 

property of the government of the 
canton. Down to 1823 the brine- 
springs alone furnished the sail, and 
they were gradually Mling, when 
3U. Charpentier suggested the plan of 
driving shafts and galleries into the 
mountun in search of rock-salt. Tbe 
result was the discovery of a large and 
rich vein of the mineral, which has 
been traced for a disUnce of 4000 ft. 
and for a height of 600 fl., varying 
in thickness from 3 ft. to 50 ft. ; and 
the annual produce of salt ts now 
augmented to 20,000 or 30,000 quin. 
tals. Strangers arriving at Bex com- 
monly pay a visit to tbe mines, which 
are ntuated about 2 miles off, in the 
valley of La Gryonne. A ateep road, 
but practicable for chars-^banc, leads 
through most beautiful scenery to 
the entrance of tbe mines. The salt 
is obtained I either from the brine- 
springs, six or seven ctf which, of 
vaiiaus di^grees of strength, buist 
forth in different parts of the interior 
of the mountain, or from the rock- 
salt, which, after being eitracted by 
tbe help ot gunpowder, is broken into 
pieces, thrown into large resenoirs, 
called deasaloirs, cut in tbe anhydrite 
rock (sulphate of lime without water) 
in the interior of tbe mountain, and 
there dissolved in water. , Kach re- 
servoir is usually fltled with water 3 
times. Tbe 2 first solutions (lesuT- 
ages) furnish a liquor with 35 or 36 
per cent, of salt ; the 3rd is much 
weaker, having only 5 or 6 per cent. 
The brine, either trom tbe sources or 
from these reservoirs, containing 
above SO pei cent, of salt, is conveyed 
in pipes made of Ar-wood at once 
to the boiling-house (maison de 
ouite) ; that which is leu strong 
must be subjected to the process of 
graduation in tbe long buildings OT 
sheds, open at the sides, which are 
passed at Beivieui and Deriiu, be- 
tween Bex and the mines. Thew 
evaporatlng-bouses, or mauimt tUgra- 
dmtiim, are filled up to the roof with 
Btaoks of bgols of tbMn-wood, orcr 
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-nthieh the nit water, after being 
luied to the lUirf' bj pumps, uallowed 
to trickle drop bf drop. The se- 
paration of the. water in paBsing 
tbrough colanderH, and its expoflure 
to the atmosphere as i( bUs, produce 
rapid and considerable evaporation of 
ihe vaterj particle^ irbile tbe gyp- 
Run disBolved in it adheres, in pasting, 
to the twigs, and cryBtaliies arouiid 
tbem. Tbe water ia thus made to 
(Hcend and descend sereral times ; it 
becomes stronger each time, and at 
leogth is brought to the uonditioa of 
saturated brine, (it Ibr boiling in tbe 
salt-pans. It urill easily be perceived 
how much fuel is thus spared by not 
■ubjecting tbe weak solu^on to the 
fire at Grst. 

This short eiplanatitm may enaMe 
the visitor to underUaiul tbe proceaa 
rpursued in tbe mines. Tbe principal 
mines are those called Du FondaitaU 
and.DH BomSet.i the latter contains 
B gallery driven horizontally into the 
bowels of (be mouDtain for a distance 
of 6636 ft, TJ ft. high and 5 ft. wide. 
At 400 ft. from its enuance is the 
round reienoir, 80 ft. in diameter 
.and 10ft. deep, euavalediiitberDck, 
without any support to its rooL In 
it the weak water is collected, which 
_ requires to undergo the process of 
giaduatian. A Lttk bither on is 
snotber irregular reservoir, T933 ft. 
in extent, supported by pilUn, and 
destined to bold tbe stronger brine 
fit for the salt-pens without under- 
going any intermediate iHOCess. 

Many beautiful mineralB are ob- 
tained ftom tbe salt-mines of Bei — 
snch as very clear crystals of selmite, 
muriocite, anhydrite, &o. 

Tbere is a short but difficult path 
(Koute jS) from Bex to Sion by tbe 
Berg&llof LesDiablerets. A guide 
would be required br this journey. 

At Lavey, a little way above Bex 
a discovery was made, 1831, of a 
warm sulphureous spring in tJie 
very bed of the HboDo. It has been 
eDelosed, and a Bath house . has lieen 
J>uilt ,on the spot at the eipense of 



canton Vaud. The water employed 
in su)>plying mediunal bstlu, the 
healing properties of which are attri- 
buted to the quantity of azote gas 
contained in the water. J 
" Joumejing npmin! bj the Rhone,! 



Such is the scene presented to the 
traveller at the Bridge of St. Maurice, 
which spans (be rapid river with one 
bold arch, 70 ft. wide, leaning for 
support on the rt. side upon the Dent 
de Morcles, and on tbe 1. upon the 
Dent dc Midl,wbose bases are pushed 
so &r forward as barely to leave room 

Tbe bridge, erroneously attributed 
to the BonDan), is not older than tbe 
15(b century, but may possibly rest 
on Roman fouudatioas. It unites 
tbe oanton Voud with the canton 
Vallais ; and a gate at one end, now 
removed, fonnerly served to close the 
passage up and down : a ^rcum- 
sUnce alluded to in the lines of Ro- 
gers. A small fort was erected by 
the Swiss in IS3S, above tbe road, to 
defend tbe pass. Here our route is 
joined by tbe road &om Geneva along 
the S. share of the lake, tbrough St. 
GIngougb. (RouuST.) 

No one can cross the bridge of St. 
Aburice without being struck with 
the cbange in the condition of Ote 
inhabitants c^ tbe two cantons. The 
ncatnesi and industry of tbe Vaudois 
are eichanged within the space of a 
few hundred yards for flltb and beg- 
gary, equally apparent in tbe penons 
and b^tstioas of the Valiaisau*. 
Tbeir physical condition is lament- 
able ; no part of , Swiuerland ia af- 
flicted to a greater eltent with the 
maladies of goitre and cretinism (§ 
IS), and the viotiKis of them dioefc 
the traveller's sight at every step. . 

Immediately beyond the bridge. 



and the L bank of the BboDei it 
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1 St Maurice — (hn : L'UDJon, 
tcderably good)— ■ town of 1050 in- 
balulanlsi occupying tbe site of the 









Tbeban legion, under ttie 

□f St. Maurice, BuSered martyrdom 

here by order of Maximiui, a. d. S02, 

because they refilled to abjure ChrU- 

tianity. 

Hie Abba,, founded in tionour of 
St. Maurice by Sigismond King of 
Burgundy, contains in id IVgaiiiry 

preserved & vase of Saracanic work- 
manship, presented by Charlemagne j 
B croiier of gold, in the shape of a 
spire, the niches of it filled with 
figures an inch high, most elaborately 
worked ; a chalice of agate, pre- 
sented by Charlemagne; another, 
given by Bertha Queen c^ Burgimdy, 
and Bcreral besides, of a very ear)y 
dale. 

" The Chtirth was much damaged 
by lire in the 17lh century, but the 
toner is unaltered, and several Ro- 
man inscriptions are built into its 
walls."— P. 

^ On quitting Che town xre perceire 
on tbe right, upon a projecting plat- 
tbrm of rock considerably aboie the 
rood, the Hermitage of Notre Dame 
de Sex, Xjower down on tlie road 
is the chapel of Veriolez, raised on 
tbe precise spot of the Tbeban mas- 
stera (!), and covered with rude frea. 
coes. Id the autumn of 1 esS a tor- 
rent of mud descended from tlie 
imit of tbe Dei 



Vallaii 



It 



sage for itself through the ftarest, 
which clothes the side of tbe moun- 
tain, snapping the stoutest trees short 
off like twigs. It covered the high 
road for a length of 90O ft,, inter- 
rupting for some time the com- 
munication, and overwhelmed many 
Seldi, and 'orchards, and some few 
houses i but no lives were tost, as the 
alow progress of the current allowed 
every one time to remove out gf its 
vay. On the S5tb of August a vio- 



lent Morm of run had bunt upon the 
Dent de Midi, accompanied by thun- 
der ; and it is said that the lightning 
struck the peak several tunes. It is 

was loosened by tbe rtSa, and, in ^ill~ 
ing broke through and carried down 
with it a considerable part of a glaoer. 
The rain and melting ice miilng 
with the fr^ments and with llie 
debris of moraines, converted the 
whole mass into a thick mud, which 
swept slowly downwards like a fava 
current. Blocks of limestone of 
many tons weight, and some of them 
!Q ft, high, were carried along with 
it, or l^Hled on its surfiice Uke corks. 
It is a remarkable lact that the stream 
of mud contained scarcely one tenth 
part of water, the fluidity of the mass 
was no doubt promoted by the chs- 
raoter of the rocks and soil which 
covered tbe mountain, and which 
consisted of a black splintery Ume- 
stotie, shale, and loanu 

Tliis part of the valley has a dreary 
and barren aspect from the quantity 
of bare gravel and broken rock 

About 6] miles from St. MautiM^ 
4 from Martjgny, is the Gunotn 
Waler/all of the SaUaida, whidi 
here descends into the valley of, 
tbe Rhone out of a narrow raving 
apparently excavated by its waters. 
The perpendicular descent of tha 
stream is about 3S0 feet, but the final 
leap of tbe cascade not more than ISO 
feet. It is a fine object, both from 
its volume and height, visible from a 
considerable distance up and down. 
It is beat seen in a sunny morning 
before IS o'clock, when the iris, 
formed in the cloud of spray, hovers 
over it. The nra^bouring village 
of Mieville sends forth an impor- 
tunate crowd of beggars and seli* 
appointed guides to oonduct travellers 
from the road to the fall, a distance 
of a few hundred yards. Befiwe 
Martigny we cross oaoiher 



stream, tht Tiia 

the celebrated paas of the Tet 



Noin 
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and Uiuing out of > ^gular ninl in 
the side of the Tilley. On the out- 
skirts of Msrtigny, upon acammuid- 
ing Tock, rises the castle of La Batie, 
fimaerljr a itiDnghold of 6tt atcb- 
bishopi of Sion. The deep dungeon 
beneath its tall tower is only scces- 
■ible bj a trap-door in the floor 
of the ohambcr abore. The river 
Dianie passes out into the ^Rhone, 
between La Bade and 
2j Mnt^iiy (Route 59). 



14J posts — 70 English miles. 

The greater part of this road lies 
through the Sardinian territory, but 
for the eonvmience of reference it is 



After quitting GHiera by the Porte 
de Rire, a fine view opens otil on 
the right; beyond the Sal^re rises 
tlie Mdle, and the visU of the valley 
of the Ane is terminated by the 
Buet. by Modi Blanc and ila glaciers 
The shore of (he lake is dot^ over 
with villas of the Genevese, One of 
these, near the village of Cologny, 
tbe Camjmgjia Diodati, is interes^g 
■s having been the residence of Ixird 
Byron in 1SI6. He wrote here the 
3rd canto of Childe Harold and the 
tragedy of Manfred. 
. Beyond the village of Corsier the 
Genevan territory is left, and we enter 
the kingdom of Sardinia and (he an- 
cient province of Chablais, which 
extends along the fake as &r as St. 
Gingough. A monotonous plain is 
traveled in order to reach 

2} Douvaine, the first Sardinian 
post-stadon, where passports and bag- 
gage are eiauiined. 

2 Thonon — (/hb; Les Balances, 
improved of late) — an andent town 
of 37 40 inhabitants originally capital 
of the Chablais. 

On quitting Iltonon we pass on 



(he IfA, between tbe road and tbe 
lake, SipaiUt, anciently an Augustine 
convent, founded by Amadeus VIII. 
of Savoy, in which he passed ibe latter 
portion of bis life, having assumed 
the eowt of an Augustine monk. He 
abdicated, in aucces&ion, the dukedom 
of Savoy, the Papacy (into which he 
had been installed with t' 



IV.) , 






iided here after his 
second abdication, passing his time, 
not in the austere penance of an an- 
chorite, but according to the popular 
belief in ease, feasting, and disupa- 
tion. Hence the French proverb — 
- - ■ Ripaille." " 



Recent historical 



ItigBtlon 



stiU weaving political intrigues. The 
castle, with 7 loweis, built by Ama- 
deus for himself and the six knights 
whom he chose as companions, has 
neatly disappeared. Tbe relic of the 
convent is converted into a farm- 
house. A long bridge of S4 arches 
carries the rood over the Dranse, a 
torrent descending from tbe moun- 
caios of the Chablais, and augmented 
to a largo volume, by the melting 
snows during a small part of the 

Through grovtrs of most magnifi- 
cent chesnut trees we pass Amphion, 
where are baths supplied by a, cha- 
lybeste spring, and reach 

I] Evian _<£•■: H. du Nord; 
Poate)— a town of 1670 inhabitants, 
at the water-^de. 

The Jiocii of Mtilltrie, celebrated 
by Rousseau and Byron, were, under 
the orden of Napoleon, and with the 
help of gunpowder, blasted to form a 
passage for the magnificent road of 
the Simplon, which is here carried 
partly through them, partly on a ter- 
race 30 or 40 feet above tbe lake. 
The little village of Meilleric was, 
previous to its eoDstruction, barely ac- 
cessible, except by boats. About a 



R»aeSS. — Sexto^tm, by Let DiabkrOg, Sfe. 



mile' oiF the shore, aX MeiJleri 



the 



Fr. A. Here Byron was nearly lost 
in a storm. Rausseau, in the N. 
H«toiw, bag cooducted St. Freui 
and Mad. Wolmar also to this porl 
tat shelter from « tempest On tht 
iqipasite shore is seen Clarens, a,ai 
the white Tall of the castle of Qui. 



n(p. 1 



Paste, 



J St. Oingough 
oonttbrtable). A deep raime uerf 
divides Saio; from the Swiss terti- 
tery of the ValUis ; traiellers enter- 
ing from the VoUais are subjecled ' 
(nisCom-hoose r^ulations heK. 

Bovaret, the neit silUge, lies 
wttliin the vallej of the Rhone, here 
a broad, flat, and nnwholesome 
Bwsmp (p. 161 ). Fort ValUis, in the 
days of the Romans, stood on the 
water-Bide; all the ground l>etween it 
and the lake has been produced since 
the records of history, by the deposits 
of the river. At Port du Sei (he rocks 
on the rt. encroach so far upon the 
Rhone as barely to leave a passage 
&a tfae road at their base. Advantage 
was taken of this pass in ancient tinies 
to construct a fbrt with loop-holes for 
arrows, and embrasures for cannon, 
which efFeetttally closed the en- 
trance to the Vallais, the only pas- 
sage being over its drawbridge and 
through its gate. There is a ferry 
over the Rhone near this, hut the 
cross-roads leading to the opposite 
side of the valley among the mo- 
rasses are very bad. 

The canal of Stoekalper, running 
nearly parallel with the road, was cut 
■bout a ceolury ago, to drain this 
portion of the valley. 

9 Vionnoz. Owing to an abrupt 
bend in the valley, and a ppojeoting 
rock which hides the upper portion 
from view, the road comes suddenly 
upon the town of 

2 St. Maurice (Route 56). 

8| Martigns <Route £9). 



ROUTE 68." ■ 

IH, BT Us niABfclBEIS iBfc 



Route se. 

Thii is a highly interesting pas^ 
both from the geological phenonnnoa 
of it9 BergMI, or mountain alip, 
and for the eitreme picturesqueneas 
of its scenery : " ndther is it dif- 
ficult Dor dangerous iof any one who 
goes with hia eyes op«i. The part 
which runs high above the IJseme 
skiru fearful precipices, and in parts 
'ould c ■ ■ ■• 



: be ^ 



though I met £0 or 30 mules laden 
with hay, a bulky load, pasnug ')X, 
but it is perfectly safe for foot pas. 
sengers." — F. jtf. There u no ioa 
(worthy tfae name) by the way. The 
path ascends the valley of the Arcn- 

Sn, running in a direction nearly due 
. from Bel, passing Beivieui to the 
cbilels of Chamemey (3 hours), and 
tfae chileta of Anieinde (3 hours), 
through some of the moat pleasing 
pastoral scenery in Switzerland. Here 
the path begins rapidly to asc«id in 
a tortuous course (11) to the lummit 
of the Col de Ch^ntle. Tfae valley 
into which it descends on the E. 
side of the pass is nearly occupied 
by the wreck of the fall of the Maui 
Diel^trett, a name ^ven to the spot 
by the peasantry, it is said, because 
they T^ard it as the vestibule of hall. 
This mountain is compoted of lime, 
stone strata, much deranged and 
steeply inclined. The lower beds, be- 
ing «rfl and shaley, are diunlegnted 
by the inOltiatian of water from tbo 
vast glaciers on the N.E. ; and, after 
the supports and foundation are thus 
removed, large masses are detached 
from the mountain into the valley be- 
low, ffarming tboulemens of the most 
tremendous kind. During the last 
century two catastrophes of this kind 
occurred, in 1714 and 1749. By the 
n, 15 human beings 100 hnd of 
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ettOe, ukI 55 diiUeu, were buried 
aUva Subterranean noiaea produced 
by tbe Mnmuitioa la tbe mountun 
g>«e Kaming for acmol days berore- 
band, so that moot of tbe piiaunts 
and their cattle remored out of the 
way. Among than wbo did not 
profit by thU vai a man beloDginf to 
the nllage of Aven in the ValUis. 
His friends gaie him up for tost, hia 
wife was looked upon as b widoir, 
and his children aa oiphana. Three 
moBths afterwards, on Cbristmai bte, 
he auddenlj malies his appearance in 
tbe village, pale, haggard, with 
saarcely a lag to cover him, haiing 
■U the appearance oT > spectra. He 
door of hia ova bouw was shut in 
hli face, and the people in the village 
repaired in the 



ghost. 



him 



lay 



It was witb great difficulty 
It length coniinced them that 
It waa himself- He had been over- 
whelmed in a chilet on the inoun- 
tains, but eeciiped being crushed to 
death by two masses of rock, forming 
an angle over it. He bad managed 
to support life upon a store of cheese 
lud up (or the winter, and with 
water Croni a brook which found iti 
way through the &llen rocks. After 
many weeks passed in the dark, and 
many vain eSbrta to extricate him- 
self, be at length, by creeping and 
seratching among the rocks, tbrmed a 



At the moment of the fall the sur- 
rounding district diook aa with an 
earttaquak^a thick cloud of dust rose 
hi^ into the air Scorn the friction of 
it, masses of rock were hurled a dis- 
tance of 6 milei, and the current of 
air produced by it, threw down trees 
which were not touched by the 
avalanche itself. The inhabitants of 
one of the neighbouring villagea de* 
rive this singular advantage from the 
fUl of tbe peak of the mountain, 
that they enjoy nimmer at a certain 



Eeaion of the year several minutea 
earlier than they did before the 
etent occurred. The fall of 1749 
arrested the courss of the LLscrne, 
forming two small lakes, called Der- 
borenae, which atill eiiat. Along the 
W. aide of these the path runs, 
crossing, for the space of two leagues, 
heaps of rubbish and fallen rocks. 
He Bcena ia one of the utmost desO' 
lation ; overhead towers the ridge of 
the Diahlerets, 9SfiS ft. above tha 
sea-level. Three of its Bve peaks 
have already Rdlen, and the two which 
remain threaten, sooDfr or later, to 
follow. He mountain ia again rent 
witb fiasures, and acarcely an hour 
pasM* in which a slight noise ia not 
heard or a fragment of stone does not 
fall. The acaumulated debris of the 
mountain is said to oover a space of 
8 miles. At one point, on reaching 
the harden of the Liseme, a namnr 
and dangerous path has brai formed 
across the talus, at tbe edge of a pre- 
cipiee overhanging the stream i it ia 
called Le Saiil dti Ckitn. " The 
beech woods in the valley of the 
Liseme throu^ whiab the path 
runs for some distance are unusually 
fine, and tbe whole valley most pio- 
turesque, and peculiar in character ; 
owing in part to the enormous depth 
at which the stream runs below, and 



tbe e 



of the 



either ade. No road, aa ta 
as I can recollect, except ihc Qemmi, 
skirts such ptecipieea." — F. JIf , I 
took walking leisurely from Sion to 
the chalet of Cheville g hrs. O m. 
Chalettotopoftheposi O 48 
Top —to Bei - 3 30 



Total - 10 IS 
Tbenoelbrth tbe path follows the 
1. bank of the Liserne as far as the 
chapel of St. Bernard, where it bears 
away to the £., descending upon St. 
Severio and Haut Couthey, and 
thence enters tbe vallevof tbe Rhone 
and the high rood of the Smplon, 
within 9^ miles of 
GJ Sim (Route 59.). 



Route 59.— Pan of ike Simplon—Tke Valtais. 



spot where the Rhone receives tlie 
Dmnse. a torrent hy which Martigny 
itself, and Ihe iil1af;e of Bourg de 
Martigny have been twice nearly de. 
stroyet), in 1545 and in 1S18. Marts 
of the last inundation (described in 
Route 109) are still visible on the 
walls of many of die houses; and the 
massive construction of Ihe lower 
wsile of the post-house is designed t< 



36j posU - 1 74 English miles. 

IliEs grsnd and finely engineered 
road was almost destroyed by two 
successive storms in 1B34 sud 1839, 
and though barely passable in 1840, 
the damage on the Italian side was 
not repMred effectually, and it was in 
bad condition. It is tolerably well 
supplied with pout horses, but tra- 
vellers who require more than two 
to their carriage, must bespeak them 
by arant^courier. if they wish to avoid 
delays. With post-horses the journey 
may barely be accomplished in 3, or 
easily in 3j days, resting 1st night at 
Brieg, 2d - " ---.-. —- 



t the effects of si 






I Turti 



, 2d s 



Th*e i 



d'Ossola, 3d 

a tolerably comfortable mn at Sitn- 

plon, near the summit of the pass. 

Diligences go daily to Milan, 
making numerous halts, and per- 
forming the distance to Milan IB less 
than 3 days and nights. 



castte of La Batie, rising on a rock, 
with a village st its foot, is seen some 
^me bctbre the town of Martigny is 
reached. It was destroyed by Geo^e 
Superai in 1518. 

Mattigny (German Martinach). — 
/nni; Post: — Cygne, tolerably good 
and moderate ; daily table-d'hute, 3 
&., wine Included. — La Tour said 

Martigny (Octodurus of the Ro- 
mans) consists of two parts — the one 

other, Bourg de Martigny, more than 
a mile distant up the valley of the 



catastrophes. The monks of St. Ber- 

cmimt within tlie town, tiom whidi 
the members stsdoned on the Great 
St. Bernard are relieved at inlerials^ 
'llie monastery of the Great St. Ber- 
nard is a journey of 10 hours from 
hence. (See Route lOS.) 

The valley of Chamouni may bo 
reached in 7 or 8 hours by the Passes 
of the Tele Noire (Route 116), or 
Col deBalme (Route 117.). 

Tlie waterfall of the Sallenche is 
4 miles from Martigny, lower down 
the valley. (Seep. 164.) 

At Martigny the Rhone makes on 
ibrupt bend, forming nearly a right 



nany 



ailes above the 



town, the bottom ofthe valley through 

rendered desolate and unwholesome 
hy the overflowings of the Rbime 
and its tributaries, which, not b^ng 
carried olf by a sufficient decliritj in 
their beds, stagnate, snd exhale a most 
injurious malaria under the rays of a 
burning sun. From this cause, and 
the absence of pure drinking-water, 
the valley is a hot-bed of disease ; its 
' idfully afflicted 



= (5 19.). c 



and 



Its p 
road of the Simplon, at the termi 



oad frc 



Bernard, and the 
Chamouni, renders it the cot 
resort of travellers. It is a small 
of no preposses«ng appeaiance, 
Ft. R. above tbe sea, placed nea 



of decrepi- 
tude, deformity.'and misery, arrests 
;he traveller's attention at every step, 
the high A tolerable wine, called Coijuempin, 
is grown upon tbe hills ; the lowllats 
produce little ej:ocpt rushes, rank 
grass, and alders. The mountains 

bare and desolate aspect. 

B] Riddts, After crossing the 
Rhone the road passes the footpath. 



the 
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leading to the Diablereti ( Route SR. 
and soon after the twin castlea i 
SioD appear in light. 

SJ Sion (German Sitlen). — /Kin 
Poste; Croix UUnehe, dirty. Thi 
town, anciently the cepital of the St 
duni, IS the see of a bishop, whoa 
prodeeessors were at one time amon 
rtie most powerful and wealthy seig 
neurs in Switzetbind, s.nd who sti. 

nl Assemblies of this democrali 
canton. It is the chief town of Ih 
I has 3450 inhahiunta. 



It h 



1 less than thre. 



rallies, which gne the town s pictu- 
resque and feudal aspect from a dis 
tance. ToMrbiUm, ttm caslle seen m 
the I. in advancing from Martigny 
built 1492, and long the bishop's re 

That on the 1. or S. peak, called 

church,' 

seminary. Beneath there is a third 
caslle, called Majoria, from the n 
iors, or ancient go«eraor, of the V 
lais, its first occupants ; it was bui 
in 1TS8 by a conflagration which < 
rtroyed the greater part of the ton 

town ; the; have formed a collecti 

of the natural history of the ValUi' 

The Haipital, under the care of I 

Saurs de la Charite, contains ma 

prevailing maladies uf the district. 

There is a mule-pnth from this 
orer the mountains to Bei, passing 
the Diablerels (KouteSe.). 

Above Sion, German it tbe pre- 
vailing language of the Vallaia. 

S\ Sierre ( Germ. Siders) — Im : 
Solei! ; without pretensions, but af- 
fording an eicellent bed and supper. 

Mules may be hired here for the 
ascent of the remarkable Pass of the 
Gemmi(Route3e.). Tlie path lesd- 
iog to it b; tbe Baths of Louche 
turns out of tbe post-road a little 
■ray beyond the town, before reaching 
tbe bridge. It is sleep, but highly 
romantic. 
Switi, 



The post -road, after crosaing tbe 
Rhone, and winding for some dis- 
tance among irregular liiilockB, passea, 
on tbe rt. bank of the river, at the 
mouth of the gorge of the Dala, the 
picturesque village of Louche. The 
Baths are situated about 9 mites above 
the village; a mule-path* leads to 
them. Travellers coming from the 
Simplon, turn aside here to visit Ihenit 
and ascend the Gemmi. (Route .18.) 
e^ Tourtemagne (Germ. Turtman) 
— Inm.- Prate, Soleil. very good; 
Lion. SO minutes' walk behind the 
inn is a Caaeade of some repute^ 
The volume of water is considerables 
Though on the whole inferior to the 
fell of the Sallencbe near Mattigny, 
: is itill worthy of a visit by Iboaa 
'ho are amateurs of waterfells: the 
:ene Is interesting on account of ita 
ntire seclusion. 1'he neighbourhood 
i overspread with marshes and stag- 
ant pools. 

SJ Visp (Viege), a miserable vil. 
igc, with no good inn, but finely 
tuated at the junction of the Viap 
'ith the Khone. Tlie •allejr divide* 
[ some diiitance above Visp into two 






Monte Rosa by the 
Mora, one of the finest in Switzerland 
(Home lOi); that on the rt. ascenda 
the lalc of St. Nichoiaa to the Mont 
Cerrin (Route 106). 

The Gamsen and other torrents 
which iail into the upper end of the 
Vallais are most dangerous neigh- 
bours to the villages and cottages on 
their banks. The bed of the torrent 
Visp is 13 ft. above a part of tbe 
village, and the Saltine is nearly 1 1 ft, 
higher than Brieg. The miserable 
and poverty-stricken inhabitants are 
in consequence obliged to construct 
very considerable dykes to restrain 
them, but even these defences are 
liable to destruction every 2 or 3 years. 
Tbe desolation which the torrent! 
spread over tlie fields, by their debris, 
will attract tbe remark of every tra- 
veller; and the evil is constantly in- 
A char lOBd is ssld tc b« in pngrait, ^ 
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erMBing, la the beda of the torrents 
Ti»e as fait fli the djkes are raised to 
lestiBin them, till the^ flow along the 
top of a colossal aqueduct ot wail of 
loose rocks, which the road ascends 
■nd descends like a hill. 

Tie ascent of the Simplon "pro- 
perly begins at Glys, a tillage dis- 
tinguished by its large church ; but, 
M the pon-house and inn are both 
^(ualed at Brieg, a detour of about 
2 miles is made to pass through it. 

• I] BHeg. (The Im, Posie, (toler- 
•bly e,ooi.—J.D.) is the usual 
halting-pUce of travellers before or 
after crossing the Simplaii ; it con- 
twos 50 beds.) Brieg is a. small town 
of 650 inhabitants, silnated on b 
mony slope by the ude of the Sal- 
tine, and overlnoting the course of 
tiie Rhone, wbich here makes ■ sharp 
bend. The most conspicuous build- 
ing i» the Anuto' Collrge. The num- 
ber of brothers at present (1837) 
does not exceed 10, and their pu;iils 
■mount to only 30. There is a]so an 

Vrtuiine ConveTii. 

The upper valley Of the Hhone 
above Btieg, and the route to the 

Crimsel and Grles, are described in 

Routes S8 and 29. An interesling 
excursion up it might be made as far 

beautifuL' 

At Btieg the Simplon road quits 
the vale of the Rhone, beginning to 
ascend immediately liom the post- 
boDse. Tlie distance from Btieg to 
Domo d'OssoIa is 13 leagues = about 
85 or 30 English miles; and the 
journey usually occupiea 10 hours — 
7 to reach Simplon, and St thence to 
Bomo d'Ossola. On (bot it will take 
fiill 10 hours' good walking to go 
from Brieg to Domo d'Ossola. 

the Simplon was decided upon by 
Napoleon immediately after the battle 
of Marengo, wliile the recollectiou of 
bis own difficult pasage of the Alps 
by the Great St. Bernard (at that 
time one of the eanest Alpine pastes) 
vas fredi in hii nwnior;. Tbe plans 



and surreys by which tbe direction 
of the road was determined, - verc^ 
made by M. C^ard, and a large pop. 
tion of the works was eiecuted under 
the superintendelice of that able en- 



ginee. 



It ■» 



Italian side in 1800, and on the Swim 
in leoi. It took 6 years to com- 
plete, though it was barely pasaabto 
in ^805, and more than 30,000 men 
were employed on it at one time. To 
give a notion of tlie colossal nature 
of the undertaking, it may be men- 
ioned that the number of iHidges, 
great and small, constructed for the 
passage of the road betweesi Brl^ 
and Sesto, amounts to 611, in addition 
the >ar more vast and costly con- 
structions, such as terraces of maa- 
aive masonry miles in length ; of 10 
galleries, either cut out Of the living 
rock or built of solid stone ; and i^ 
20 houses of refuge to shelter tra- 
lellers, and lodge the labourers con- 
stantly employed in Uking care of 
the road. Its breadth is ihronghont 
at least 25 ft., in some places SO ft., 

ceeds 6 inches in 6J feel. 

To use the eloquent words of Sir 
James Mackinlocb, " the KmploB 
may be safely said to be the itMst 
wonderful of usefiil work^ becaus« 
our canals and docks surpass it ia 
utility, science, and magnitude, but 
they have no grandeur to the eyei 
Its peculiar character is, lo be tba 
greatest of all tkoKe monuments that 
at once dazzle tbe imagination by 
their splendour, and are subservient 
to general convenience." It may be 
observed in addition dtat (eacept tbt 
Ccnis) the Simplon was the tirtt of 
the great carriage-roads opened acroaa 
the W. Alps; and, though othcM 
aince constructed, surpaaa it in some 
respects, especially in the elevatioH 
attained (e, g. tlie Stelvio), yet tfai« 
has the merit of ori^nali^, and IfM 
others are mere copiea. This is tb* 
Gnt example of the triumph of bib 
man power and intellect over natuN^ 
apparently invindble. 
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Hm cost of thu road BTenged 
about 16,000/. per In^ue (i. t. 
fOOfiOOfi.) The object of Napoleon 
in its fimnatioD U well marked by 
the queWion which, on two difleiwit 
occuionB, hs .flr*t asked of the en- 
ginee - ^■— 






have the right to at- 
hom to ligbl carriages 
■e to heavy onea m 



(Dany as eight hones 

Mquired to drag up a heavy landau. 
Berisol, the iirst poSt-house above 
Brieg, ia Mnnetimei without hones, 
in which eaae those &oin Brieg are 
taken on for two stage). By tbllow- 
ing the old liorK-road the pedeitriao 
may abridge the distance to the aoni* 
mit by several milea ; but it is rough, 
and more btiguing iban the carriage- 
khkLI 

The ascent of the Simploa begins 
at once hoot the post-bouse in Bti^. 
About } a mile ibove tbe town tite 
road paases, on the rt., the lofty 
Havered bridge over the S^tine, now 
littU used, since most vehicles make 
the detour by Brieg instead of going 
direct to or Irom Glys, whither this 
bridge conducts. The mad then 
Bwkea a wide sweep, turning away 
. Amn the Glytzbom, the mountain 
which bounds the valley oa the rt., 
towards the Breithom, on the oppo- 
ute ude, skirtiag a Ult)e bill dotted 
with while chapels and crowned by 
a calvary. It then again appioacbes 
the gorge of the Saltine, skirting the 
lergo c^ a precipicEi at the bottom 

4epti>, forring its way among black 
and bristling slate toi^s, which seem 
Mill shattered by the oonvulsion w^b 
iist gave a passage to its waters. It 
is a aecne of grandeur, almost of ter-" 
mr. At the upper end of the ravine, 
high above hia bead, the ttsveller 
may disoeni the glaciers under which 



the road is carried, but vhich he wUl 
require at least 3 good hours Ut reach, 
on account of the sinuatilies of the 
route. Looking back, be will per- 
ceive the valley of the Khone, as far 
as Tourtemsgne, spread out as a map 
at his feet ) lAneg and Natera remain 

against the collar from Brieg to tfa* 
second reltige. Here tbe rmd, car* 
ried for some distance nearly on • 
level, is compelled to bend round 
the valley of the Ganther until it caa 
cross tbe tottent which traverses it 
by another lofty bridge, called Pemi 
die GoHthtr. The upper end of thja 
wild ravine is subject to avalanches 
aloKiat every winter, the snow of which 
nearly Gils it up, and reaches boidb> 
times to the crown of the arch, Tliis 
bridge is lefl uncovered, liom the Jear 
justly entertained by the engioeen 
that the terrific gusts or currents of air 
which accompany ibe liill of an an^ 
lancbe might blow the arch enliralj 
away, were much resistance of flat 
timber-work presented to it. Tbe 
road onginally traversed a gallery cut 
in tbe rock near this, but it has been 
removed. After orosung the bridge 
the road turns down tbe of^xisjrc sid^ 
and then ascends by several zigiagi 
to the third refuge, called 

2J B^resal, or Peiaal, a homdy 
tavern, consliting of 2 buildings con- 
nected by a roof across the roa^ 
where a few poat-borses are kept, 
affording plain &re and 6 or S bed*. 
It may be reached in 3J hours tcma 
Bri^(. 

The first gallery which the road 
traverses ia that of Schalbct, 95 feet 
long— 3930 feet above Glys. Near 
this, and hence to the summit, should 
the sky be clear, the traveller's atten- 
tion will be rivetted by the glorious 
view of tht Birnese Alpi, which bound 
the Vallais and fbim the rL-hand 
wallofthevalleyof the Rhone. The 
glittering white peaks of the Breit- 
horu, Jungfrau, and Mdnch are 
magnificent olqecis in this scents 
while below them is spread out the 
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glacier of Aletsch, one of the most 
eitenBiie In the Alps. 

Fifth Refuge, called SchaJbeL 
« Mere n picture of desoUlion sur- 
lonods the traveller. The pine ha> 
no longer the scanty pittance of soil 
which it requires for nourishment; 
the hardy but beautiful Alpine flover 

tude ; and the eye wanders over s 
and glacier, fractured rock and i 
ing catBjact, relieved only by 
■tupendou) monument of humai 
hour the road ittelf, winding along 
the edges of precipices, penetra'' 
the priraeTttl granite, striding < 
the furious torrent, and burroi 
through dub and dripping grol 
beneath accumulated masses of 
and snow. ^-— yDA4«on- 



Tbe 



D of t 



the fifth refuge and the summit 



valanches fill!, and tour- 



e of n 



Ijmile. The head of the gor^e of 
Sohalbet, a vild recess in the flanlii 
oTthe Mount Siinplon, or Monte Le- 
one, is filled up with glaciers, beneath 
which, along the edge of a yawning 
abyss, the road is necessarily con- 
ducted. These fields of everlasting 
ice, forming the Kaltwasscr glacier, 
-in the heat of summer feed 5 or 6 
•furious torrents, the sources of the 
Saldne, and in winter disoliarge fre- 
quent avslancbcs into the gulf below. 
To protect this portion of the road 3 
galleries, called, iiom their licinr , 
the glaciers, Glaciir Galltrin, partly 
eicaiBtcd, partly built of masonry 
strongly arched, have been con 
atructed. By an ingenious contriv 



. engrae 









and the traveller is surprised to find 
his carriage suddenly driven in per- 
fect safety underneath a conaidersble 



ing the avalanches i 
over their roofs. 

The ^iith Sefiige is also ■ barrier, 
at wbicli a toll is paid for each horse; 
to defray the cost of keeping the road 
in repair. The toll charged rarie* 
fi-om Sfr. to 6lr. per horse, upon what 
principle is not known j the traveller 
should make inquiries at the foot of 
the pass respecting the proper amount, 
in order that he may not be delrauded; 
A simple cross of wood, a few yard* 
further, marks the highest summit of 
culminating point of the road, 65T8 
ft., above the level of the sea. About 
J a mile beyond it stands the New 
Hospice, founded by Napoleon lor the 
reception of travellers, but left un> 
finished, for vrant of funds, until 
ISIO. Eitemaliy it is a plain solid 
edifice, containing several very neat 
bed-rooms for msstera, a diswing- 
loom provided with a piano, a refec- 
tory, B chspel, and about 30 beds fi>r 

much mure cumfortable than the bos- 
pice on the Great St. Bernard, and i* 
even warmed with a heating appa* 
ratus. tt is occupied by 9 or 4 
brothers of , the Augustine order, 
members of the same community as 
those on the Great St. Bernard. The 
prior is the amiable Father Bama, 
whose ciiility must be remembered 
by all who have visited the GrMt 
St. Bernard within the last 95 Jfx*, 
during which he has resided therel 
Several of the celebrated dogs of St. 
Bernard are kept here, but they are 
rBrcly employed in active service. The 
monks are very happy to show the 
mansion to travellers, and to receive, 
lodge, and enl«rtain them in stormy 
during n" 



other I 



? have 



IhemselveB of the boi*- 
pitality of the house, since the inn at 
Simplon is good, and not far distant. 
The eaublishmeni is similar to thA 
n the Great St, Bernard, except that 
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U is more timited in extent and funds, 
(For furtber patticuUrs see Route 

toe.) 

A large open valley of considerable 
citeot, bounded by snev-clad hdghts, 
baviog the appearance oF a drained 
lakei occupies the summit of the 
Siniploii. It is devoid of pieturesque 
interest, all around is batremieBS, and 
nothing but lichens and coarse her- 
bage grnw on the bare rocks. Below 
the road, on the rt., stands a tall 
lower, the original hospice before the 
new one was built. A gradual but 
continued descent leads past the Se- 
tenth Refu;<e (ruined), in about 3 
miles, to the village of 
. 31 Simploa (Ital. Sempione). 
/»■; Poste; affords clean beds and 
a good dinner at 4 or 5 fr. The be- 






least. 'Hie tr 
self « 



nmo d'Oi 
supply hi 






ar should 



earriage, as the descent now becomes 
rapid, in spite of the wide circuit 

which the road makes in order to di- 

rniniah the steepness. 

By a well-constructed bend, the 

traveller reaches the GaUcrii d'AI^ 

lian side, about 9 leagues from Brieg 
and 5 from Domo d'Ossola, on the 
banks irf the torrent Doveria. The 
Jower orifice of this tunnel is half ' still 
blocked up by a wall with loopholes, | confined tl 
constructed, 1814, to def 



now and then a tuft of grass lodged 
in a cleft, or a fringe of fir-trees 
growing above the gorge, and visible 
at a great height on the verge of the 
precipice, contrast agreeably with the 
unvaried surface of black rock. Tha 
base of these cliffs and the bed of the 
stream are in places heaped up with 
vast shattered fragmenta, ruins of tha 
mountains above i while loosened 
masses still hanging on the slope seem 
t« threaten the passenger below. 

'ITie Doveria is now croased by a 
wooden bridge called Fonte Alti^ an 
approach to which has been formed 
by scarping the rock with gunpowder. 
Some way further a vast projecting 
buttress of rock juts out from the 
mountain on the I., and seems to 
block up all further passage. It in- 
deed formed a serious impediment to 
the construction of the road, ova- 
come. however, by the skill of tb« 
engineer, who has bored it through, 
with another of those artificial ca* 
vems. This GaBerg of Gondo is the 
longest cut through solid rock in the 
whole line of the Simplon, as it mea- 
sures .S96 feet ; it was also the most 
difficult and costly to make, on ac- 
count of the extreme hardness of the 
rock (granite 7) : for it requited the 
incessant labour of more than 100 
workmen, in gangs of 8, relieving 
each other day and niKht, to pierce 
a passage in 18 n 



d the pas- 
sage and convert it into a military 
post. The road dives into this gallery, 
and then, by a more gradual slope, 
enters the Gorge of Gondo, one of the 
grandest and most savage in the Alps, 
which narrows and deepens at every 
step, until ils precipices in some 
places actually overhang the road, 
which is squeezed in between them 
on one side and the Iretting torrent 
ou the other. It b bounded by slate 
locks, whose smooth vertical sides 
^y support to any v^etation ; only 



would have been 
bad the Iflboureti 



openings to be made, by wbicb means 
rock was attacked in 4 places at 
:e. The miners were suspended 
by ropes to the face of tlie rock until 
lodgment was effected, to commence 
liesc side openings, which now serve 

Opposite one of them is seen the in- 
scription " ^re Italn, 1803." 

Close to the very mouth of this 
remarkable gallery the roaring water- 
fall of the Frasdnodi leaps down 
from the rocks, close to the. voad. 
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irluch la OHrried otbt it oa s bwuti- 
ta\ bridge. Mr. Brockcdon, an artist 
«t ikilU ■■ well as a trareller of ei- 
penenee, remarks, in hii Eiccursions 
uboag the Alpi, that the scenery of 
tlna partion of the Val Doverii, in 
•gmiag from Switzerliuid, burstiag 
■uddenlf upon the traveller as he 
imies from the gallerj, " oBin per- 
baps the finest assenblage of objects 
to excite an emotion of the sublime, 
that is to befound in the Alps. " The 
' tntveUvT should pause and look back 
■Aer proceeding about 40 jards. The 
Kicks rise on both sides as straight 
■a walla, attuning the summit of wiM 
■ublioiit;. The little strip of sky 
•bove, the torrent roaring in the dark 
gulf below, tho white fbain of the 
wstetfkll, the graceful arch, and the 
Uack mouth of the cavem, fbim a 
fucture which has been spread over 
the world by the pencils of all our 
first landscape-pain ten. A number 
at ligiags now conduct to a bridge 
whiDh was carried away by an ava. 
laocbe during a dreadful storm which 
mined k great part of the Simplon 
mad, oa the 34tb of August, 1834, 
md lias only recently been replaced. 
' Oondo, ^e last village in the VaL 
lais, consists of a few miserable hula, 
grouped round s singular, tall build- 
ing, 7 stories high. An hour's walk 
by the side of the torrent, which falls 
in a cascade down the rt. hand wall 
s( the Talley, leads to a gold-mine, 
which, though it barely produces a 
few particles of the precious metal, 
is still worked in the hope of gain. 
The traveller enters Italy a short 
vmle before reaching the Sardinian 
nllageof 

S| Isrila, where the custom-bduae 
■md paaaport-office are situated. 

The tempests of 1834 and 1839 
fcll with tremendous lioleuee upon 
this part of the road, which thej de- 
stroyed fbr a space of nearly 8 miles t 
that is to say, fbr this distance the 
portion which it carried oB was greater 
■ban that which it left. Erery bridge 
ofatoDawaasw^away; in aome in- 



stances, even the materials of whieh 
the bridge was built disappeared, and 
the very place where it atood was not 
to be recognised. Every torrent 
fiiliing into this part of the valley 
brought down with it an avalandie of 
stones ; the damage done to the road 
is even now (1842) not repaired, but 
the air of desolation caused by it will 
never be eSaced. A new line of 
road has been traoed - out by fta 
Sardinian goveinment. The Galle)^ 
of Isello, a narrow arch of roek ■ 
little below the village, was fioodeCl 
by the torrent pouring through it, « 



high V 



B the M 



At 



the mouth of the Vat DovedKS a 
handsome new biidgs supplies the 
place of the one demolished by tka 
torrent over which it passes. 

Hereabouts a change comes over 
the valley, from nakedness to the 
rich green tbliage of tbe chestnut, 
which shades the road, and to that 
of the dark fir which clothes the 
summits of the hitherto bare moun. 
Uins above. The last gallery la 
traversed a little before reaching 
Crevola, where the Doveria is crossed 
for 4he last time by a fine lofty bridge 
of 3 arches, nearly 90 ft. high, pre> 
vious to its flowing iato the r'nm 
Toccia, or Tosa, which here itsnea 
out of the Val Formaaaa, and tha 
Val Vedro terminates in the Val 
d'Oisola. The mule-roads from tbB 



Gries 



uid Grit 






if the Tosa ( Route 29), bil into tlw 
Simplon route at Crevola. 

It is now tbat the traveller really 
finds himself in a difib'dnt rc^Ioa 
and in an altered climate: tb* 
softer hues of sarth and sky, tha 
balmy air, the tiellisad vines, tba 
rich, juicy stalks of the maiae, Iha 
almost d^dening chirp (tf the grata- 
hoppeta, and, at night, the eqitally 
loud eroakings of the frogs — tiM 
white villages, with their tall, squai« 
bell towers, also white, no« only 
scattered thickly along tbe vallej', 
but petobed on every little Jutting 
platform on tba hi^sulea — all Itiesa 
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at the most delightful that Alpine 
aolitudea eucloBe, or tbe foot of the 
wanderer ever traverBed ; " a remark 
Which, though true, nil! bear much 
modiGration, in the opinion of those 
who quit Italy by this route instead 
of entering it. It ia only by those 
who approach it from the north that 
its chamu can be fully appreciated. 

21 Domo d' Os5o]a_(/nu.- 2or 
S large hotels ; La Pasta — tolerably 
good, and as clean as Italian inns 
mually are). This is a smiill and un- 
important tovn, with few points of 
intereil, save that it is Ilsfian — in 
very atone. Houses with eolonnadei, 
streets with awnings, shops teeming 
with BBusages, macaroat, and garlic, 
laiy-looking, loitering laiwani, in 
trd night caps, and bare, mahogany- 
eoloured legs, inlermiied with mulc^ 
burly priests, and females Teiled with 
the mantilla, Gil up tbe picture of an 

The ascent &om this to Simplon 
iKcupies 7 hours. From Dmnu to 
Milan takes up 13 hours' posting, 
•holu^ie of stoppages. Tbe bridge 
aver the Toss, about 6 miles below 
Domo, was eanied off by the tem- 
pest of IS34, and has not yet been 
replaced (1S3T). Carriages are fer- 
ried across to 

2 Vogogna — (/an: Bella Corona, 
<dean and moderate. Hie Toaa, io 
■pite of its rapidity, is navigaUe a 
■faovt distance above this place ; the 
barges are towed up by douUe teems 
of 6 or 8 horses on each bank. The 
inlerestiag valley of Aoiasca (Route 
105.), leading up to Monte Rosa, 
opens out opposite Vogogna. Near 
Omavasca are tbe white marble qtiar- 
ries which bave supplied the stone 
£n Milan Cathedral. 

At GrBTelloQB a small stream is 
crossed which druns the I^go 
d* Orta, and a road, running up ita 



(See Routes 101, 103.) At FariiOo 
tbe Lago Maggiore bunts into viea^ 
with the Isola Madre, tbe Dorthenb- 
most of the Borromean Islands, in 
the distance. A llUle further ars 
quarries of a beautiful pipk granitt^ 
which derives its colour frepi the pre- 
valence of pink felspar in it. That 
mineral is obtained here in beautiful 
flesh-coloured crystals. . 

5 Baveno — (/an : La Foata, near 
the lake, but the road runs between 
it and the water i toleruhly good 
cuisine, but uncomfiirtableand dear.) 

The JUonte Vcmfannu, liting be- 
hind the village, commands one of 
the flnest panoramic views of tli« 
Alps, equal to, if not finer, than that 
from tbe Rigl, having at its feet Iba 
Ldgo d' Orta on ime aide, and Lagg 
Maggiore on the other. It takes 3 
hours to reach the tap. Its slops* 
are said to be infi-sted with snakei^ 
You may descend tbg oppoute aids 
to Orta. 

Tbe W. shore of tbe lake, as br 
as Sesto, being the Sardinian fron- 
tEer, is lined with eustom-houae 
otncen, who search all who land 
from the stales of Austria or Swit> 

The fioTonMm IiiatHb may be 
conveniently visitod from BareMi 
and tbe traielter on his way to Milan 
may send round his carriage to mcM 
him at the Cotmt's Stalilea (I'Eset^ 
deria), the nearest point, or at Streaa. 
A boat from Baveno, with two rower* 
to go and return, costs 5 fr. if not 
kept more than S hours ; beyond that, 
10 sous per rower is charged fiii every 
bonr. The steam-boat which navL- 
gates the Ijigo Mqgiore paasea new 
the islands every morning, about O, 
on ita way to Sesto, and again, on 
its way back, at 3 ; so that, by sal' 
ting off early &om Baveno, a ttavellK 
(having no carriage) might see tbem, 
andavul himself of this rapid convey- 
ance to reach Sesto. 

It takes as minutes to rowthna 
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called becauE 
■fisliermen, whose rude semi-plastered 
Bovels comrast abruptly wltli the 
stateij structures on the neighlwuring 
island. Hie Ttola Bdia has a tole- 
rable inn, which, in IS3S, 



1 tliat 



t Bavei 



The 



island belongs 
romeo, who resides a part of the year 
in tbe vast unfinished palace irbich 
occupies one end of it. An ancestor 
of the family, In 1671, converted this 
mass of bare and barren sUte-rocfc, 
which litled itself a few feel above 
the surlace of the lake, into a beauti- 
ful garden, teeming with the vege- 
tation of the tropics. It consists of 

piers thrown into the lake, rising in a 
pyramidal form one above another, 
and lined with statues, vases, obelisks, 
and black cypresses. Upon these, as 
' '%'''•% gardeiiK of Baby. 



! little pretension; but, for a travelln' 
' fresh from the rigid climate of the 
north, this singular creation of art, 
with its nromatie gtoves, its aloes and 
cactuses starting out of the rocks — 
, and, above all, its glorious situation, 
; bathed by the dark blue water* of 
' the lakr, reflecting the sparkling 
j white villages on its banks, and tbe 
' distant snows of the Alps, cannot &il 
to afford pleasure, and a visit tt> the 
Isole Bella will certainly not be re- 

Every handful of mould on the 
island was originally brouglit from a 
distance, and requires to be coiislantlf 
renewed. It is probable that its 
foundation of slate-rock foiuurs the 
growth of tender plants by long re* 
' day s. 



Ion 



I the 



and pomegranate, but aloei, cactuses, 
the camphor-tree (of which there is 
■ specimen Soft, high), sugar-cane, 
and cofiee-plant — all inhabitants of 
Tropical countries — and this within 
a day's journey of (he I.apland cli- 
mate of the Simplon, and within view 
of the Alpine snoivB. 

The proverbial disagreement of 
doctors is nothing in comparison 
with the discord of travellers on the 
merils of this island. To Simond 
tbx ught of the Island at a distance 
mggests the idea of " a huge Peri- 
gord pie," stuck round with the 
heads of woodcocks and partridges ; " 
Matthlai extols it as " the magic 
creation of labour and taste ... a 
fiury-land, which might serve as a 
model for the gardens of Calypso;" 
■Sautture calls it " unc magniHque 
caprice, une pcnE6e grandiose, une 
Cspece de creation ;" while SnKJteilon 
■temly pronounces it as " worthy 
only of a rich man's misplaced ei- 
trsnganee, and of the taste of a con. 
fcoUoner." To taste, it may have 



t few ( 



! that. 



addition to this, the 1 
boarded over during winter, aad tbe 
plants protectel from the frost hf 
stoves heated beneath; thus conyert- 
ing the terraces into a sort of hot- 
house. The garden is let out to s 
nurseryman from Genoa, who keeps 
it in order, shows it to strangers, and 
receives ihdr douceurs. 

A laurel (hay) of gigantic siie is 

growth as for a scai on lu bark, 
where Napoleon, it is said, cut with a 
knife the word " battag!ia,"a short 
while before the battle of Marengo. 
Konsseau once thought of making 
the IsoU Bella the residence of ba 
iged his mind on re- 



■ that 



t with \ 



would r 
Mmplieity of her cl 

The J^i/ace, standing ebeek-hf-jowl 
with a group of ruinous and very 
humble cotlages, is shown to stran- 
gers, but is, on (he whole, scarcely 

plenty of time on bis hands. The 

an artist who murdered his wife to 
marry another, and took refuge here 
after the deed, being sheltered by the 



Route 59. — Colossus of Si. Carlo -^ Sesto to Milan, 1 IT 



awner of the maiisioo. The tower 


of sheets of beaten copper, arranged 


atory is a suite of grotloes, intended 


round a pillaj- of rough msHHiry 


K ■ coot retreat Trom tbe heat of 


which forma the support of it. The 


(umraer. 




. The /idla Mi<fre, the largest of the 


hand towards the lake, and over 


jaiands, «lso ■ eonlains a beautifal 


his birth-place Arona, bestowing on 


garden, and has more natural beauty 


them his benediction. There isgrace 


than the bda Bdla. The upper end 


in the attitude, in spite of the gigantic- 


Of the Lago Maggiore is described io 


proportions of the figure, and bene- 


Route 91, 





The Kmplan toad, where it skirts 

terrare of masonry, studded with 
granite posts at interrals of a few 
feet. Travellers cominj; Irom MiUn 



ark on 



e lake i 



.t the 



t Slresa, wbe 



boats are kept. 

Bejond Belgirat^ a pretty village, 
ramarkable for the number of viUas 
with terraces and gardens in front : 
the colossal statue of St. Carlo Barro- 
ftMD appears on the hill above the 

. 2i Arona — (/an; Poata, close to 
tlie water ; tolerably good). 

An ancient toivn, of 4000 rnhab., 
with a small castellated harbour. It 
is built on the very margin of the 
lalte ; the principal street, in which 
the inn is situated, is so narrow (hat 
only one carriage can pass. Tlie 
Simplon road runs through the upper 
part of (he town. The steamer 
touches here twice a day ; carriages 
can be embarked here. 
' Tbe principal Ch. (Santa Maria) 
eontains a beauliftil picture by Uou- 
deisiio Ftrrari — a Holy Family, with 
shutters, bearing figures of saints, 
■sd the portrait of a Countess Bor- 

tbe church. St. Carlo Borromeo was 
born at Arona, 1539, in the old castle, 
now nearly destroyed. 

On the summit oTa hill, about half 
an liour's walk from the town, stands 
the Cr^oual Stalur. of St Charles Bor- 



d placi 



pedestal 40 feet higl 
bands, and feet alone, ai 
brooEe, the rest of the fignr< 



head, 
s formed 



— altogether the effect of it ia good 
and very impresaive. It was erected, 
1097, by subscriptions, principally 

It is possible (o enter tbe statue and 
to mount up into the head, but the 
ascent is difficult and fetiguing, and. 
not to be attempted by the nervous. 
It is effected by means of two lad- 
ders, tied tf^lher (provided by a 
man who lives hard by). Testing on 
the pedestal, and reaching up to the 
skirt of th^ saint's robe. Between 
the fblda of the upper and tower 
drapery the adventurous climber 
squeezes himself through — ■ task of 
some difiiculty, if he be of corpulent 



le then clan 



rsup 



hich suppoi 
head, by placing his feet upon the 
iron bars or cramps by which tbe 
copper drapery is attached to it. To 
effect this, he must assume a strad- 
dling Btlitude, and proceed in the 
dark till he reaches the head, which 
he will find capable of holding 3 p 
sons at once. Here he may rest lii 
self by sitting down in the recess ol 
the nose, which forms no bad subiti. 
tute for an arm-chair. In the neigh- 
bouring church ... . ". 
Carlo are prcservea. 

The view of the peaked snowy 
ridge of the Monte Rosa, from the 
lower part of the Lago Maggiore, Is 
magnificent. A ferry-boat oonveyB 
the traveller across tbe Ticino, which 
forms the outlet of the lake, into the 
territory of Austrian Lombardy, and 



BovU 5a ~- Seilo to Milan. 



M tmvtUer U nBmced to poll Vu fron- 
tier mitn Ac be providtd with Ihi 
lignaturt. of an Auttrian miniiltr — 
m de&ult of which he a sent back 
to Turin or Berne to jrocure it. 
Sato is uid to have been a Romsn 

from * market held bere on the lit 
ot the month — Stxto . CWeitdorHm. 
It ataiuli upon die left bank of the 
Tieino, just below the spot where it 
qiiiu the Logo MaggioTe, The Ch. 
0/ St. Donato ifl a atructure of the 
taiddle ages. 

. A Steamer rtartj at one o'clock 
•rery d»j, but Sunday, for the head 
of the lake stopping at Arena, and 
C^ling off the Borromean Islands. 
It correspondi with the yelooifera 
{omnibus) to Milan, which sets out 
within half an hour of Ihe arrival of 
die aleamer. For fares, and other 
particulars respecting the. Lago Mag- 
giore, see Route 91. 
- The road to Milan lies over a mo- 
Botonous flat, the beginning of the 
grcrt plain of Lombard^, between 
•lenues of cabluge-headed mulberry- 
trees, hedges of ■ 



cither 



The CI 



aid of ii 



irelf fertile, but 

the mud usually most disagreeablt 
ftom the dust. The posting is noi 
en a good footing, and the rate ol 
driving is very alow — even tba pro- 
■peet of double buono mano has little 
^ect in accelerating the posti 



Tbeai 



ivall at the e 



The 



•onti, fringed with swal low- tailed 
battlements, aod a remarkable cypress. 
tree of great age. one of the Urgeal 



It is 



Iate<l t 



have 



tree in the days of Julius Ciesai 
ia ISl a big)) and S3 It in g 
Napoleon respected it at the tim 
the coMiructioo of ihe route of 
Wnplon, causing the road to div _ 
fam the sttaijsht Una on account of it. 



Near this »aa fbiJ^^ Dm first great 
battle between Seipio and Haunibolf 
commonly oalled the Battle of tba 
Ticinus, in which Seipio was worsted. 

H Galierati. — Beyond thia is Ca»- 
eina delle Corde (of the ropes), also 
called Cascina del ban Jesu. At 
Busto, a mile to the W. of this, is il 
church deaigued by Bramante, a>Ml 
containing frescoes by Ga>idattie Rt~ 

1 Ijegannello. 

1 Rho. — Outude the toim ia « 
verjr handsome church, designed by 
Pellegrini ; the facade, reeentlj: 
finished, is by Pollack. Near this 
are extensive rice-grounds, the TieU 
nity of which is very uobeallby. 

The road terminates and enten 
Milan by the Atco dd Sempitna (delU 
Pace), commenced by NapideoD, and 
finished by the Austrian government 
I83S. 

I] Milan — (Jnu: Onui Bre- 
tagna ; Albergo Reale, good ; La, 
Villa, excellent ; Croce di Milla, 
good and quiet-) For a deKriptioB 
of Milan, see The HAMD-Boor roB 
TBAvatLiaa iH NoaTHim IiiLr. 

ROUTE 6a 



Sion to Tourtemagae. (See Routa 

« A mile ot so above Tourtt 
a bridge over the Rhine leads i 
village of Gampel, at the mouth of 
the Loetacbthal, a very narrov and 
Bleep valley, rising, not in terrBCaai 
but with H rapid and coutinuoui 
ascent. About an hour from Gampel 
there is a lall, not viaible jtrom tha 
great height, but a large 



houi 



e of « 

not a green field or patch of 
s passed ; at the eud of that 
e a group of cottages occurs in ■ 
ily scene of meadow, wood, imd 
I, overhung by superb peaks, after 
ch the character of tba valley >■ 
e oheeiful aa &r ■■ Fetdan (S 



}. — SioH fo InUrkteken. 



IW 



fcmn), where it tunu ihaipl; Id the 
tfMt. At the Bngte, the view aJoiig 
h)t>i l»aDclies oTthe iillejs u superb ; 
the upper portii>n u wider And longer 
thnn (hat which bu been poned, ex- 
tandii^ to the great Loetteh-gletieher, 
a branch of the aea of ice around the 
JunglVau, overhung by the Iduter- 
brann Breithom on one nde, and the 
AletKh-bomer, or some of tbisr ofT- 
■ets, OB the other ; wbile on the south 
the Nesthoni and other very lofty 
mountains rise almoat perpendicularly 
ID icy peaks. The cur^'ii bouse at 
Kippel, 15 minutei fhnn Ferden, af- 
{brds the best, if not the only, accom' 
ntodadon. Good guides may be hHl. 
The nephew of the cari i> a capital 

■peak anything buttheir own Geiman 
|wtoi». A direct, but difficult, and, 
it may be, dangeroua route (pais it 
«Bnnot Ih called), lies over the crest 
of the Bernese Alps to Laateibrunn, 
poking under the Tchingelhora, and 
fUscending by the Tchinget-gletscher 
and Steinberg to Lauterbrunn. (See 
Routes?.) It meets the route above 
described ^om Lauterbrunn to Kan- 
derateg, wmevhere about the summit 
«f that past The descent from the 
Tchihgel 19 steep enough to be for- 
midable j what difficuhf there may 
be in crossing the main chain the 
-writer cannot say. Tbe passage of 
tbe Loetschberg presents no difli- 
aulty. The first hour ii through 
magnificent larch woods, sfter which 
there is about three hours over pas- 
tures, bare atony slopes, and bacb of 

by tbe grand precipices of the Bslm- 
'bom, whid] forms tbe eastem end of 
the Altels group. Uy giving about 
S houTB more to tbe eicumon. a 
high pealc to the E., called the Hoch- 
boro. may be aaeended. A less time 
might probably suffice if the shortest 
Toute front Kippel were taken; our 
piide did not suggest it till we bad 
nearly reached tbe Cut, from which 
ititDnestKiuie (1^ hour), chiefiy over 
itm. Some fiatrfiilly ateep slopea are 



to ba crossed, from whirii the eya 
plunges down right into the OsMenk 
thai, 5000 to GOOOfl. benntb. A 
ungular aiid most striking scene oa- 
ours in passing round an insulated 
steeple of rocki rising out of tbe ice, 
with a pod of clear blue water at ita 
fbot. Between it and the peak lic« 
a narrow isthmus of ice, sloping 
steeply down on either side; aAef 
passing tills, the icy shoulder of th* 
mountain is to be wound round, with 
empty space on two sides ; and then 
tbe last ascent, up a sharp pile of 
stones, which we estimated at S mi- 
nutes, and found to take 15. The 
view is superb. To the S. and a W. 
Monte Rosa, the Matterhom, and 

mountains, are the leading Directs. To 
the £. the Tschingel-born and other 
points rf the chain on which we stood, 
extending to the Jungfrau and tbe 
Aletsch-homer. To l&e W. a sea of 
lower mountains towards tbeSimmen' 
thal, and an enlensive view over the 
Bernese lowlands, which, howevcTi 

secure position. Retracing our course 
for a good way, we then descended 
over bare rocks and beds of snow to 
the lower part of the Balm-gletseher, 
and reached in a short 3 hours frpm 
the Hochhom,'the point where the 
direct route across t)ie LoelscbbeM 
quits the glacier, after Ijiog across it 
probably for IJ to 2 miles. Thence 
there is about I J hour of very steep 
descent into the Gastentbal. Tho 
liver is to be crossed by ■ bridge 
which must not be missed ; ibmoe Id 
Kaodersteg, about 3 bouts. (Ssa 
Route 97.) 

This, though over the ice, was fot. 
merly a mule path i^ some traffic, but 
fell into disuse when the road OTM 
the Gemmi was made ; it is now iai. 
passable ibr mules. The glacier ii 
much erevaased, but not dangerous 
Eight hours is abundantly suffiettid 
to go from FerdCn or Kippel to 
Kandersttg, so that (bewhcdc Ani^ nft 



Rtmte 66 C'amtanee to SL GalL 



ft<»m Tuurtenugne to Kaodersteg 
might be accomplished in one long 
dar, and the bad quarten of the 
Loct'ichtha] avoided. From Ferden 
tvo or three parallel passes lead to 
tbe baths of Leuk in 2 or 6 hours. 

From Kandersteg Lauterbrunn may 
be reached in one very hard day by 
tbe Tschingcl (Koutfi 27.) or by a 
route not less laborious, but more 
secure, up the Oeschiocn-thal, a lovely 
little valley, crossing the Duodengrat, 
tbe summit of which is probably 3 to 
3] hours from Kandersteg, descend- 
ing into the Kicnthal, and again 
mouBting a pau of equal heiglit, 
called the Furca, and thence down 
the SeGnen-thal into the valley of 
Lauterbrunn. The whole of this un- 
frequented route, which i» &r less 
nvage than that by the Tchingel- 
gletschet, lies through scenery of the 

beauty is combined with the sterner 
features of Alpine scenery. (Route 
87.) From Kandersteg to Lauter- 
brunn not less than 13 hours goiig 
should be allowed.—^ T. M. 

ROUTE 66. 



knoi 



> the Uomani under tba 

gantia, the modern Bregeni), is bor- 
dered by the territories of 5 different 
states — Bdden, Wiirtemberg, B*^ 
varia, Austria, and Switzerland, and 
a portion of its coasts belongs to each 
of them. It is about 44 miles long, 
from Bregeni to Ueberlingen, and 
SO from Bregena I 



niles 






Constance is fully described in 
Boutc T. 

Tht Lake of Conttanct. 

Eight StiaM'boati tmcigate the lake 
of Constance, making voyages daily 
between Constance and Schatlliauseii ; 
ConsUnce and Uebcrliogen ; l.ud- 
wigshaien, Friedrichshafen, Ror- 
■cbach, and Lindau. The time and 
place of starting are promulgated in 
k printed tariff, which will be fmind 
hung up in all the inns near the lake. 
It ukes 5 hours to go from Con- 
ttance to Lindsu, and 3 to Rorschach 
or Friedrichshafen. The steamers 
take carriages. 

The lake of ConsUnce, called by 
the Oermani Bodr^ So, anil anciently 



964 ft. is its greatest depth ; and it 
lies 1255 ft above the sea. 

Its main IribuUr; is the Rhine, 
ivhich enten. at its E. extremity, and 
flows out under the walls of Coi<- 
stance. Its accumulated deposit! 
have romied an extensive delta at 
the upper end of the lake, and an 
annually encroaching further. 

lis banks, either flat or gently un- 
dulating, present tittle beauty of 
scenery compared with other Swiss 
lakes ; but they are eminently dis- 



ishud fbr Ihei 






the middle i 






ihty, 1 

1 picturesque 



liill-forl 



only at its E, eitremity, in 
distant glimpses of the snow-topped 
mountains of Vorirlberg, thai it dis- 
plays any alpine features. 

Its waters, on an average, are lowest 
in the month of February, and highest 
in July, when the snows are melting: 

Poil-koria may be obtained firom 
CaH.stancc to St. Gall, see Introdun- 
tiun, § j. — The stations are from 
Constance to 

1 Hub. 

2 Si. Oall (from Hub to Ror- 
schach 2 posts). 

DiliytiKa go duly in 5 hours. 

Oil quilting Constance the road 
passes the Augustine convent of 
Kreuilingen, which still (?) maintaina 
lObrothersof theorder. iTboughths 
foundation is very ancient, the exist- 
ing edifice dates from the end of the 
30 years' war, in the course of wbieh 
the preceding building was destroyed. 



fVomCan) 



mtOD of Tburgoiia, which 
■ ", shore of the Inke 
to Ai 



ConsUtnee to St. Gail. 

'etlers bound 



guiahed fijt its surpassing (ettilily. the road lo St. Gail ii 



direct for Colre 

on to Rorahach, 

Hub (Route 67),*hile 



Insteut o( rosks and 
alpine pastures, thi 
ottierpans of Swiliertand, this canton 
presents ricbly-cultiiated arable land, 
waving with com and hemp ; the 
place of ibrests ii supplied by or. 
ehardsi it is, indeed, the garden and 
^ranaiT of HeUetia. The country 
IS at tbe same lixtm thickly peopled, 
abounding in villagea and cheerful 
cottager 

11 Tlienunnery of Miinsteclingen, 
about 4 miles on the road, vas sup- 
pressed in 1838, and converted into 
pn hospital. The surviving si&ters 
are allowed to occupy one wing of 
the building during their life-time. 

3 Uttwyl. 

After passing Rontanshorn, a vil- 
lage, buitt on the point of a tongue 
of land, the E. end of the lake, with 
the distant Alps towering above it, 

shore of the lake is Friedrichshafeo 
and the VOIa of the King of Wiir. 
temberg, in whioh lie usually pa.^ 
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n the Ulte. The 
under Apguetiis, built a fort 
here, upon (he high road from Augst 
and Wiiidiscb lo Bregenz, which they 
called Jrbor Ftlix. It was aban- 
doned by them to the Allemanni in 
the £th century. The C<ut!t, on an 
eminence overlooking the lake, was 
built 1510, but 



Komi 



found 



The 



church, i! 



helfry. detached fror 

iHMrded, not walled, on tiie siui 

force hostile to the lords of the custh 
abould be enabled to shelter Ihem 



selves 



it,ori 



ink of Su Gall i 
»ud to have died at Arbon (G40). am 
.the place was a favourite residence c 
Conradin of HoheoslauSen. 



A gradual, but long ascent, leads 
up-hill the whole way from the bor- 
ders of the lake along a pleasing val. 






i lak 






aj St. Gall. — Inn,: Hecht(Bro. 
chet), very good; Itiissli (Cheval). 

St. Call, capital of the canton, ia 
situated in an elevated valley on the 
banks of a small stream called the 



and has 



I popul. 



pal seats of rnanufacluring industry 
in Switzerland- The manufactura 
of muslins, known as Swiss muslins 
■11 over Europe, is tbe most flourish- 
also rapidly increasing. There are 
extensive bleacherlcs in the town, 
neighbouring slopes are white 



Tlie 



lePth. 






walls, li 






of St. GalL If 
legend, it was in 
■ 7th century that 
; monk (?!■■■ 



eltia 



d of Ion 



of the Hebrii 
veiling over a large part of Europe 
converting the heathens, finally set- 
tled on the banks of the Steinach, 
then a wlldeiuess buried in prinueval 
woods, of which bears and wolves 
seemed the rightful tenants rather 
Ihsn men. He (aught the wild peo- 
ple around the arts of agriculture, as 
well as the doctrines of true religion. 
The humble cell which the Scotch 
missionary had founded became the 

after his death, when tlie fame of hii 
sanctity, and Ibe miracles reported 
to have been wrought ac his tomb, 
drew (bousands of pilgrims to the 



KOHfe €6. — St. Gail 



■dfloeiit edi6ce, fbunded onder the 
BuipiccB of INq)iii I'Heriaul. lliu 
■bbe; wu one of the oldest eccle- 
BBsticsl eatabluhmeiiu in Gennan^. 
It beemme the wyliim of learning 
during thB dark (gai. uid wu tbe 
toost c(:lri>nMd acboal in Europa 
between the 8lh and 10th centuriea. 
Here the woiVa of the authan of 
Rome and Greece irere not only 
read but copied ; and we owe to the 
labour of these obscure monks many 
of themott valiulila olsificd autbon, 
which have been preserved to modem 
timei in M8S., treaeund up in the 
Abbey of St. Oall ; aniDng them 
Qaintilian, Silius Italiciii, Aramian 
MarcetUnus, and part of CicerOr may 
In meatlooed. 

About the beginninjc of the ISIb 
century St. Gall lost its rpputation 
fbr learning, tx its abbots eithanged 
• lOTe of piety and knowledge for 
worldly ambition, and the thirM for 

The deiire of security, in those in- 
Mcure times, Krst induced the abbot 
to surround his convent and the ad' 
jMning building with a wall and 
ditch, with 13 towers at interrals. 
This took place at the end of the 
loth century, and from that time may 
be dated the foundation of the town. 
He and his 100 monks of the Bene- 
dictine order thought It no disgrace 
to sally tbrth, sword in hand and 
helmet on hcail, backed by th?ir 900 
■eris, in the hour of danger, when the 
convent was threatened by ungodly 
hymen. The donations of piou) pil- 
grima from all parts of Europe Suon 
augmented enormously the rcrenues 
of the abbots. 'Diej' became the 
mort comiderahle territorial so>e- 
leignsin N. Siritierland; their influ. 
enee was increased by tlieir delation 
to Ibe rank of princes of the empire ; 
they were enRsged in constant wars 
Vrith their neighbours, and were lat- 
terly entanglMi in perpetual feuds with 



owed tbrar 'eiiatence and fmapeAtj 



■ the 0. 



n the tn 



ginning of the 15th century the fafk| 
of Appensel) threw offthevDke^tbs 
abbot ; at the Reformation 8t. Oall 
itself became independent bf Umi 
and in ITIS the ecelesiaitical princB 
was obliged (o place the convent under 
the protection of those very citiien* 
whose ancestors had been his serft. - 

The French revolution caused the 
secularisation ct the abbey, and the 
sequestration of its revenues followed 
in 1805. The last abbot, Pancratius 
Forster, died in IB39, a pensiona' on 
the bounty of others in the convent 
of Muri. 

The Abbty ChvTeh, now cathedral, 
was ao completely moderniied in fliB 
last century, that it possesses little 

The deserted Momattry is now 
converted into a public school, and 
the part of it which fbroied the 
abbot's Pabifit {Dit Pfalz) now servei 
for the public offices of the Govern. 



The Cmtait Library (Stifti Bi. 

bliolhek) still eiisti In the town, and 

various ancient MSS. eilber from 
Ireland, or transcribed by Irish 
mmiks ; also a MS. of the Niebeliui. 

At the Cattiao Oab will be (bund 
an eieellenl rtadiitff-room. 

The Frtudaibtrg, the DMghbouring 
mountain on the W. of the towti, 
commands from its summit, about S 
miles atf, a fine panorama, including 
the lake of Constance and Ibe rooua- 
taimi of St Gall and Appenzell, with 
the Sentis at their head. A carriags- 
road leads up to the top, where aa 
inn is built, 

DUigenctM up from St. Gall dai^ tO 

Constance, Wioterthur, and Zurich i 

Wesen and Rapperaehwyl ; tmici 

iMnt to Lindau ) teeral tima a 
nk to Br^ceui and Innsbruck | 
Donaueschingen and Carlsiuhei 
daji^ to Coire, by Barssbaeh, At 
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, and thence to MiUn b; tbe 
n and Dernsrdin. 
posting tails' Ten Canton SC 
B given in tbe IntroduotiDn 
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8 St. Gall pmls — flli Eng. milca. 
The Strits posts along the 8 and W. 
■hoiea of the lake of Constance are 
ODMiderably longer than the German 

This road is lupplied with poat 
twraes (see Introduction, § S). It is 
trarersed by diligeiioes twice a-day in 
10 or U hours. Travellers posting 
ahould endraiouc to reach FfeQera 
in one day, as the intermediate sta- 
tions are Hot good sleep Lng^piscefL i ~ 

There is a direct and very interest^ 
iiig load, though hilly, from St. Gall 
to Alatetten, aioiding the detour by 
Rorschach and the lake of Constance, 
described in Route 68. The pedes- 
trian, with tbe aid of a guide, may 
teach Coire by Appeniell, crossing 
tbe mountuns to Wildhaus ( Routes 
eSandTI.) 

I ^Rorschach— (fan.- Fast; Krone, 
tolerable ; Loire). This little take- 
port and tairn of 1650 



the principd a 



arkct 



Tbe grain requi 
tbe greater part of the 
IrietB of N. SiritzerUnd 
from Suabia, in boats, across tbe lake, 
and is deposited temporarily in lar 
warehouaes here. Mm:h muslin 
made at Rorschach. 

Sliamboati go daily between it ai 
Friedr "■ * ' 






indLin- 



regulatly, 
reipoiming wiin me diligeoces to 
Milan. Augsburff l^'iOi Stuttgard, 
and Munich. The deposits of tbe 
Rhine are, it is said, fbrming them- 
•shea into ahallowi bebreen Ror*. 



ohach and Lindau, which may iwo, 
impede the direct navigation of tha 
lake between these two places. Oft 
the slope, a little above the town, V 
the large dilapidated building, called 
StaHAobrry, or Marienberg, a palace 
<»se of the proud abbots of St. Gall, 
recently purchased by the government 

mandi a fine view from its terrace. 
Near it, perched on a projecting iand> 
stone lock, is the deaolate Oallt cf 
St. Amu, with its square keep. 

Skirling the foot uf low hills clad 
with vineyards, beneath which tba 
yellow-behied pumpkins may be seen 
basking in tbe sun, the rood paasea 
along under the shade of fruit-trees, 
but soon quits the margin of the lake 
to cross tbe flat delta of the Rhine. 
llie district around the mouth of tke 
river abounds in marsh, and is by na 

1 Rhemegg — (An ; Brocbet 
(post), clean, but dear { necessary to 
make a bargain ;) — a vUiogB of 1370 
inbabiiants, on the L bank of the 



Rhini 



nilea 



luated under vine.cjad 
bills, surmounted by a ruined castltv 
which was destroyed 1445 by the 
Appeoiellers, There are several 
other castles on the neighbouring 

St. Margaretben, a pretty village 
completely embowered in a grove of 
walnut and fruit trees, is situated 
near the Austrian ferry, over the 
Rhine, which must be crossed ia 
going to Bregenz or Lindau (see 
Hand-book for S. Germany); but 
it is not .passable after dark. Our 
road leaves it on the 1., and turn* 
soon afterwards due S. up the vallej 
of tbe Rhine, through a highly culti. 
vated country rich in grain, espa- 
oiallf maize, and aboundiug in or- 
chards. Only the low grounds on the 
immediala margin of the river are 
fl,il and uiibealtliy marsh, interspersed 
with gravel-bed^ which tbe traveller 
should get over as fast as possible, ua 
account of malaria. The Rhine befa 



is* 



effj. 



- St. Gall to Coire — Soffoie. 



IS a wide, shallow, muddy, and on- 
rtendy stream, constantly changiog 
its channel and overflowing its baulis : 
It is not navigated rieept bj wood 
rafts, which float down it. 
■ IJ Alstellen — (fan*-- Post; af- 
fords B good dinner, and bed, but tiie 
salle-iL-mniiger is a sort of public tap- 
(Ooraj Ral»,Corbeau, just tolerable,) 
— a Tillage of 1815 inhabiUnts, in a 
fiTiilfiil neighbourhood. There is a 
road fi-om this over the hill of Stoas 
. St. Gall, by Gals (Itouie 68); ; 



*cry steep, bnt quite practicable fi 

to reach the top. The view from it 
over the Alps of the Vorarlberg is 
fine, and the route interesting. 

IlSenna-ald— (/aa,- Post, by no 
means first-rale, but tolerable). 
Down to the 17th century, the dis- 
trict which we now traverse belonged 
to the powerful barons of Hohen Sax, 
many of whose castles, reduced to 
tuins by the Appenzeller?, may still 
be discerned upon the heights on the 
W. of the Rhine valley. One of this 
(iiinily, a brave and noble soldier and 
a Prolettant, escaped with difficulty 
ftom the massacre of St. Bartholomew 

hiurdered by his nephew. After this 
foul deed. It is the popular belief, 
that the blessing of God was with- 
'drawn from the race: it is certain 
they never prospered. In 1616, their 
Vast domains were sold to Zurich, 
and the bmily became extinct soon 
after. The body of the murdered 
Inan is still preserved in a peifbcl 
Condition, in a coffin with a glass lid, 
dried like a. mummy, under the 
fchuTch-tower of Sennwald. This cir- 
cumstance, and the story connected 
with it, have given to the remains 
« reputation for sanctity ; so that, 
though a Protestant, the Catholics 
hare Btolen some of the limbs as 
MlicB. and once actually carried off 
the body across the Hhiii 



name, who played an important part 
in early Swiss history. The Slajnm- 
tchlon, the cradle of the race, still 
stands in good preservation above the 
town. A cross road runs iience 
through the vale of Toggenburg, 
and past Wildhaus, to Schaffhausen 
(Route 71). 

2 Sewclcn, hence to Wildhaus ia 
at posts, and to Mallensudt, aj 



Below Sargans (described la Route 
14), which we pass a little on the rt., 
the roads from tlie Crisons, and fiom 
Zurich, meet that from St. Gall. 

3 Rngati — (fnu: Uof, Ragati, 
originally the summer residence of 
the abbots, recently fitted up as a 
bathing establishment, and supplied 
with water from the hot ^ringa of 
PfcfTers, conveyed hither in wooden 
pipes ; very good accommodation. 
Charges fixed by the government of 
the canton. Table d'hote at 1 2, 56 kr., 

111. 40kr., in a private room, 2 fl., 



light, 30 kr.; private baths. 



nail village i 



;;)- 



(tobel), through which 
the torrent Tamlna issues out to join 
the Rhine. It tlirives trom its cen- 
trical position at the junction of the 
great roads from Zurich, St. Gall, 
Keldkirch, Coire, and Milan, and 
from its viinnity to the mineral springs 
of PfeSers, which cause it to be much 
resorted to as a watering place, espe- 

forlnble old baths have been sup- 
planted by the cheerful new eslabli^- 

No one sbauld omit to visit the 
Olu Baths op pFErrias, situated a 
little way up the vale of the Tamlna, 
one of the most txtraordiitary tpoU in 
Saititrtand, and now made acceraible 
by a new road cut in the rocks of the 
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gorge. SnuUt chaTfi nre kept to drive 
tbitber St the hotel, and the charge 
fbr one is 1 fl. 30 kr. 'Hte distance, 

fcrmed in ) of ui hour, and it takes 
only 30 minutes to return. It is > 
delightful w*1k, the scenery very 

&II$ at every step, and the 1o^ of 
vood which are floated down afford a 
pleasing view. Much of the interest 
and original singularity of the spot, 

provemenC of the acce^ to it. 

T^Balhiare situated in two large 
piles of building connected together 
by a chapel. 'JTbey arc built on a 
narrow ledge of rock, a few fL.-et 
ahoie the roaring Tamina, and so 
deeply sunken between the rocks that 
tfaey may be said to be balf buried ; 
w that in the height of summer, the 
nm appears above them only from 
10 to 4. They are large gloomy 
buildings, damp and not over clean, 
but ailbrdeil the only accommodation 
for balhiug guests before the new 
establishment at Ragatz was built. 
There are rooms enough to receive 
between 200 and 300 persons. The 
baths, 13 or 14 in number, ere shallow 
wooden pans, designed for the recep- 

efaambers to filled with vapour that 
tiie patient is halF-blinded on entering 
theni. There are also private baths ; 
both are supplied with a current of 
hot water, constantly running through 
them. 

The hot springs of Pfeffers were ; 
not known to the Romans. There is 
a story that they were discovered by 
■ hunter, who, having entered into 
the abyss of the Tamina, in the pur- 
■uit of game, remarked the column 



week together, both day and night, in 
them, not only ea^ng and drinking, 
but sleeping, under bot water, instead 
of under blankets. The cause ofthe 
virtue of the water is not very evi- 
dent, as a pint contains scarcely 3 
grains of saline particles ; It hai a 
temperature of about 9S° Fahrenheit. 
The situation of the baths is both 
gloomy and monotonous, hemmed in 
between dripping walls of rock, and 
shaded by dank foliage, with only a 
narrow strip of sky overhead, and 
without even space or facilities for 
locomotion and exercise, unless the 
patient will scale the sides of the val- 
ley above him. To one fresh arrived 
from the upper world, its meadows 
and sunshine, a visit to PfeSers has 
■II the effect of being at Hie bottom 
of a well or a mine. The atmosphere 
is kept at one regular temperature of 
chilliness by the perpetual draft 
brought down by the tonenl ; and the 
solitary and imprisoned ray of sun< 



which 









hour or two afterwards, finds i 
inlo these recesses, is insufficient to 
impart warmth or cheerfulness. A 
small tcrraoe, € or S feet wide, alow 
to the halhs, is the only level space 
near them ; if the sojourner wishes to 
walk be has no choice, but must be. 
gin to ascend. It is to be presumed, 
that few English travellers would be 
'* led to make any stay here. A 



passing 1 



1 few hou 



will 



nothin. 



ofeci- 



dedrouE of profiting by their healing 
virtues were let down to the source 
frain the cliffs above, by ropes, and, 
in order to reap as much benefit as 
poasible, vera accustomed to pass a 



Source of the hot ipring. 

A few yards above the bath-house, 
the sides ofthe ravine of the Tamina 
contract in an extraordinary manner, 
so ss to approach within a few feet of 
each other ; a little brther they even 
close over and cover up the rivet, 
which is seen issuing out of Bcavern.< 
ous chasm. A bridge of planks 
across the Tamina leads to the en- 



1 by a 



I the 
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«r tbelf, su^wnded by iron stanchLoni 
to the roclu. and pariljr laid in a 
niche cut CUE of the aie. It Is car- 
lied all along the chasm aa ^ u the 
luit &piing, uid affords the oiUy meBQa 
«f spproacb to it, as the skdet of the 
rent are vertical, and there is nut an 
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IF the sole I 



a foot U 



Formerly the passage was along two, 
■ODetimes one plank. Unprotected b]r 
nilings ; at preieot a platfurm, 4 feet 
wide, protected tty a balustrade, ren- 
&xm the approach to the spring easy 
for the most timid, and perfectly free 
from risk. Bftch per«oii pays 34 \a. 
for admittance. A kyi yardft from 
the entrance, ibe passage ia dBrkened 
by the oierbanging rock. The sud- 
den chili of an atmoiiphere never 
Tisited by the sun's rays, the rushing 
mad roaring oT the torrent, 30 or 40 
feet below, the threatening position of 
the roelLS above, and the trembling 
of the planks on which you tread, 
have a grand and striking eSbct \. but 
this has beoi dimintshed of late by 
modem improrements, wbioh hare 
deprived tbe visit to tbe gorge of 
even tha semblance of dai^ct. Ia 
puis, it is almost dark, wherw tbe 
■ides of the ravine overlap one another, 
and actually meet over-bead, so as to 
Ibrm a natural arch. The rocks in 
maay places show evident marks of 
baving been ground away, and scooped 
out b|r the rushing river, and by the 
atones brought down with it; For 
aeveral huadred yards the river pur- 
aues an almost subterranean course, 
the roof of the chasm b^g the 



1, of tl 






places tbe roots of the 
dangling through the crevice above 
your h«d, and at one particular apot 
70U find yourself under the arch of 
the natural bridge leading to tbe 
staircase mentioned larther on. Had 
Virgil or Dante been aware of this 
spot, they would certainly have con- 
ducted their heroer ihrough it to the 
jaws of the inferusl regions. 

The shelf of planks eitends nearly 



r of a mile fi 



>t the b 






e being aboul 



aquai 

spring ; its temper 
100° Fahrenheit ; it is receivea inw 
a reservoir nearly 15 feet deep, from 
which ll is canditoted in pipes to the 
baths. The first baths were miserable 
hovels, built over the spring, and 
suspended, like swallows' nests, to the 
^ce of the rock : the only entrance 
h> them was by tbe roof, and the sick 

and pulleys. Tbe springs generally 

forth again in spring; they are moM 
copious when the snow has &11eii 
in abundance, and continue till bu< 
tumn, after which their fbuntuns are 
again sealed. The water has little 
taste or smell ; it bears some resem* 
blance, in its mineral contenu, to that 
(£ Ems, and is used both for batblDg 
and drinking. 

Alter emerging from the gorge, at 
the spot wher; he entered it oeu the 
baths, the traveller should next ascend 
the valley ^rove it, as ^ as the stair- 
case (Sti^e), reached by a natural 
bridge of rock, beneath which tba 
Tamlna, out of sight and hearing 
from above, forces its way into tha 
gorge of the hot springs. Ascending 
this staircase, formed of trunks of 
trees, you reach an upper stage of ths 
vall^, formed of gentle slopes, and 
covered with verdant pasture an one 
Nde, and thick woods on the other. 
The two sides are separated by the 
deep gash and narrow gorge, along the 
bottom of which the Tamlna fercai 
its way. On turning to the L a little 
wooden shed is perceived oa the vtrj 
edge of the precipice, and projecting 
over it ; this contains a sort of croHs^ 

&a. into tbe baths, which lie so naarly 
under the cliff, that heavy artiolea 
can be let down from above throi^h 
a trap door in the roo£ This ia, 
perhaps, tbe heat point for obtaining 
a general view of the baths and thii 
singular spot in which they ar« 
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■Boken. On looking over the verge 
qS the precipice, 70U percdve. at tlie 
bottom of the ravine, at the vast 
dep^ of 600 feet below, the Tooft of 
(be tiro large buildings, like cotton 
fiictariea, in size and structure. The 
upper valley, alio, with its cnrpet of 
bnght green, its woods, and the bare 
limestone clifls which border it on 
dtber hand, and above all, the huge 
peak of the Falknisa, ming on the 
opponte aide of the Rhine, form a 
magnificent Jondacape. 

About It mile from this point, on 
the rt. bank of the Tamlna, stands 
. The Owtxai of P/effert, finely 
placed on sn elevHted Ruiuotaln-plat- 
. fbnn, commanding, on one side, the 
valley of the Rhine, backed by the 
m^eatic Falkniss ; on the other, 
opening out tovardi the lake of Wal- 
loistadl and the peaks of the Sieben 
Kurfursten. The Benedictine mo- 
naatery of FfeOers, founded 713, was 
aoppiessed, after an eiistence of 10 
centuriea, in 183H, by ■ decree of the 
plvernment of the canton of St. Oall, 
ID oon«equence of the finance* of the 
•onvent having become intnlved, and 
■1 the request of a mi^ity of the 
brethren. 

. " The Government wisely acqui- 
aaofld in their petition, and allowed a 
peiuion of SOOO fl. to the abbot, 
and BOO fl. to each of the monks, on 
«aiidilion it would be ^wnt in the 
flaoton. In eonaequenoe, the agents 
sf the canton took poswssioa of the 
OMlveut and all that belonged to it, 
amon^ which were the eatabiiahmenta 
of the baths, and the summeT red- 
dence of (he abbot : the latter was 
fitted up for an hotel." — D. S. 
. The convent once possessed a very 
nteusive territory ; its abbots were 
princes ; but the French, as usual, 
^ipropriated their revenues ; and but 
a sm^t part of their property was 
restored to them at the termination 
af the French rule, including the 
baths. This is now to be appropriated 
U pious works, the education of the 
pti^la, &e. The revenues of Iba 



convent were v^ued at £16,865 Siri* 
florins. The Gi.«™t, a vat ediflca, 

but not otherwise remarkable, VM 

by fire. It encloses a cburch in tha 
centre, like all the convent* of tb* 

stands the ruined cattle of War- 


mountain on the rL bank of the Tft- 
mlna, above the old batbs, which ae- 
parates the valley ftom that of tha 



a path from Pfeflers direct 
au up the valley of tho 



to Heichei 

Tamlna, ci 

La Foppa am Kunkels, a walk of 

^K>ut e4 miles. Another foot-path 

leads up the Kalfeuser-Tfaal to Glanu. 

(Route 76.) 

DUigmca from Ragati to Zurich 
daily, 11 hours; to St. Gall twice ■ 
day by Rorschach, and once by UEs> 
nach and Toggenbutg ; to Conatanc*, 
to Feldkirch, to Coire, twice ■ day j 
to Milan, daily -, to Belliniona, by tb« 
B«^iardin, twice a- week. ' 

The pedestrian traveller, going 
from the old batlis to Coire, need not 
returo to Ragsta, but may proceed by 
the Convent of Ffeffeia, whence a patb 
strikes down directly to the bridge 
over the Rhine, called Untere Zoll- 
Briicke, a walk of about S hours. 

A obar-B-banc, with 1 horse, may 
be hired from Kagau to Coire tat 

The high road from Ragatz runs 
along theL bankofthe Rhine as brsa 
the Untere Zol]-Biucke(LoweT T(dl 
bridge), the only bridge on the Rhina 
between the I>ake of Comunee and 
Reichenau. It was entirely e 
away by tl 
autumn of 1834, w 
injury to the vaUey. In crossing tbia 
bridge, the traveller passes out of 
eaaion St. Gall into the Grisom. 
The valley of the Rbine ha* a grasd 
i^^earance from this point. Tha 
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peak or the Filknicberg is a eonspi- 

CUOUB and sttiliing abjiict in the liev 
to the N. K TJie lUiJne aione is 
ortpicturefiquci from the tftdth of itfi 
bed and (he Urge spnoe of unstghtly 
■and and gravel left bare in summer. 

threaten more fearful inuncUtiani ; 
and ■ plan has b^en proposed of cut- 
ting a new cbannel for its uoritly 
■treaui, fh>ni Ibis point ta (n ta the 
Lake of Conitanee. A abort way 
above tbe bridge, the Londqiurt, an 
uupetuous torrent, descending fhim 
the Talley of Piettigau, enters the 
Rhine. The road up it is described 
in Route 81. 

Beyond ihia, the Convent of Pfef- 
fers is visible from the road j the 
tacnrj beighta of the Galanda rise 
" e opposite bant of 



e Kliin 



■nd tl 



of feui 



casllet^ perched upon rocky knolls, 
OierlooVing the TalJcy, give a highly 
picturesque character to the scene. 
One of the most conspicuous is Ilai- 
demteiu, nearly opposite Coire. 

N.B. From RagaU to Coire is 
S\ St. Gall posts, and IJ Grisons 

IJ Coire, Germ. ChuT. — (lani: 
WeiisesKieuU (White Cross), goodi 
Poat, or Freyeck, good also ; Capri- 
som, Steinbock. outside the towa, 
vary dvil people, and a moderate and 
gtfod house). The wine of tbe Val- 
teline is generally consumed in the 
Grisona, and may be had of the beat 
quality here. 

The capital of the GrisonB, the 
Curia Skatortm of the Romans, is 
•n ancient walled tovn of 4786 inha- 
tutanta, about a mile Irom tbe Rhine. 
It> prosperity iriseB almost entirely 
ftom the high roads upon vbich it 
Stands, which form the channel of 
communication ihim Italy into Snli- 
serland and Western Germany, and 

Milan and Genoa, south of the Alps, 
viCta Zuriclx and St. Gall on tbe 
north. Coin) ii the staple place of 
tbe goods (ransporled over the two 



great Alpine carriage roads of the 
Spliigen and Bernardio. It is the 
place of meeting of the Council of 
the Grisons; a member of vbich 
itle of "Your Wisdom" 



f). 



(" Euer Web 

The town has n 
stands on uneven ground ; much 
curious domestic architecture will be 
found in it. The BUhop't Fahtt, 
and the quarter around it, inhabited 
by Roman Caiholics, occupy the 
summit of an eminence, and are sepa- 
rated from tbe rest by walls and 
battlements, elmed by two fortified 
gates. Here is situated the CitmA 
of SI. Lmiu,. or tbe Zlmi—the oldest 
parts of which, in the circular or . 
Romanesque style, date from tha 
eighth century. The detached porta], 
its sculptures, and the monsters vbieh 
support its pillar ' " 



Tery ci 



"they a 



the prototypes of those existing in 
the Lombard churches." The sta- 
tues of the Four Evaogelista standing 
upon lions, and similar specimens of 
sculpture in the crypt, are probably 
as old as the 4th century, and es^ 
bibit traces of the Prankish period. 
Within, there are one or two singular 
old paintings — one attributed to A. 
DttrtT(l). In die sacristy are pre- 
served the bone» of St. Lucius, " a 
British king, according to the ' Eng- 
lish Martyrologie.' and the found^ 
of St Peter's Cb., Comhill," and 
of church plate. 






The 



pillar, 



rypt IS Bup- 



lhel4thce 
ported by a 
being a monster. 

The EjAicopal Falact, near the 
church, is an antique building; tbe 
staircase and haUs are singularly 
decorated irilh stucco-work ; and the 

he one of the earliest specimens of 
Christian architecture. Coire is the 
oldest bishopric in Switzerland. Be- 
hind (he Palace is a kind of ravine, 
lined with vineyards, across whii^ 
a path leads to the Ramm ColMie 
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Stiimart/, from which ia 
■biy pieluresque view of 

Beaides the rouls fieaa Coire to 
Ttaly b; the SplUgen (Route S8) and 
Bernardin (Route 90), and those to 
Zurich >ad Si. Gull, and along the 
rt. bank of the fthkie to Feldkirch 
and Bregeni, seieral new Unei lead 
ia diSerent directions thTough the 
Grisons. A carriage lOad, com- 
roencedsomcyearsago, between Coire 
and the Engadice, over the Julier 
Pass, is now Gniabed. See Houte 






, Zurich 



POtt-hana are kept on all the 
great high-roads leading trom Coire 
through the Griaona and canton of 
St. Call. The postmaster at Coire 
will furnish travellera with a printed 
tarilT of the chsrgea and distances. 
(See also Introduction, J 5.) 

Motay. — The canton of the Gri- 
sons has a coinage of its own ; though 
the traveller need not perplei him- 

rency, aince Napoleons and francs, 
Austrian florins and iwaniigers, and 
Brabant dollars, are current on all the 
high Toada ; but may desire bis bills 
td be made out In (rancs or fiorins. 
It will probably suffice to remember 
^at 1 Grison flor. » 2 zwaDiigers, 
M 1 French fr. 74 centimea. 

I Fr. fr. — S4 Grison krculiers. 

1 Brabant dollar =< 3 Gria. flor. 20 
ki. 

The Grison ftorin, or gulden, is 
composed of 60 kr., or 70 Uiitigers. 

t ban. = 5 bliitigen. 

The Romatueh Laiii/uage, 



s printed at Coire 
ischa, a dialect 



in the Lingua Ron 
peculiar to the Grisons and neigb- 
bouring alpine country of Tyrol, 
denied, like the Italiiti, Spanish, 
mod French, from the Latin, but cor- 
rupted by the admixture of other 



languages. In this .remote part of 
Europe it has kept its grouikd unoc 
the destTuction of the Roman empire. 
It is said, bowercr, to be gradually 
disappearing before the German lan- 
guage. 

It may he divided into at least 
three distinct dialecu: — !. The LaJ 
din, spoken in the Lower Engadiae 
andvaleofMiinster: itcomesneanrt 
to the Latin, and is, perhaps, not very 
dissimilar from the vulgar tongue^ 
spoken by the Roman peasantry, al 
described by Livy. 2. The Romansoh 
of the Upper Engadine, the valley! 
of Bregaglia, Oberhalbstein, Schams, 
S:c. 3. The patois of the Grison 
highlanders in the tale of the Vorder 
and Ilinter Rhine. 

The difference between the three 
may be shown in the following tians- 



I^rd 


. Prayer :- 


l-a 






[tab noss, q 


snhie 




S. 


Pap noas, q^ 



3. Fap noaa, quel chi each inia 
c£l9, &c. 

According to a very obscure tradi- 

the chain of Rheetian Alps are tht 
descendants of some Tuscan fugi- 
tives, driven out of Etruriahy inroa(l( 
of the Gauls. Many curious resem- 
blances have been traced between 
the existing names of obscure vil- 
lages of these remote valleys and 
those of pinces in ancient Etniria 
and Latium — as l^vin, Laviiiiiimi 
Thusi^ Tutcia; Ardez, Ardea, Ro- 
mein, floiaa; Falisc, or Witch, 
Faliicii Madullein. MeduUiiuam ; 
Peist, Pailum ; ITmhrien and Mount 
Umbrail, Umbria. 

Owing to the scanty literature^ 
there being but few printed booka, 
oicept a translation of the Bible, tm« 
or two of the New Testament, and a 
few other books, the RomanBch larw 
guage is not rich in words. From the 
ciioumstaace, faawever, of its bar- 



190 JHottCe 67. — Langiua/e and GwemmetU t^the Grisoits, 



ing bnn nuda.Ihe languiige of the 
pulpit ac the Refoimatiop, when the 
Itreiter part or the popuUtion uf the 
Oiuoni hecame Protestant, it ' hu 
kept itt j^Tound till the piesenl day. 

The whole of Romansch lileratnTB 
mmj be dampiised in about SO books, 
moatly religious works, including the 
Bibi^ lituT^, and catKhisnu. The 
6rBt gnmnuj- and dictionary of the 
Hamansch language was publiEhed by 
» clergyman named Coniadi at Zu- 
rich, in lS20and 1B33. In 1836 > 
newspaper, called 11 Grischum Ro. 
maDBch, was printed in the Bomacscfa 
dialect at Oiire. , 



traveller. 

It must not be supposed that the 
conspiracy on the Griitli, in 1307, 
and the exploits of Tell, gave freedom 
to the whole country now called 
Switaerland, or even influenced more 
than a very small part of it — the 
forest cant«» — except in as f:a a 
such a spirit-stirring example is ca 
pahle of influencing the minds of i 
neif^bouring people. For more than 
■ century after the first Swiss union, 
the country of RliKtia, now called 
Griaons, groaned under the tyranny 
of alfliost numberless petty lord 
Who, though they possessed but 
few acres of land, or even no nioi 
Chan the number of square feet a 
which their castle stood, yet assumed 
the rights oTindependent sovereignty, 
waging perpetual petty war with 
their neigbiroura — oppressing their 
own subjects, and pillaging all tra. 

■" of levying 



last a day of retribution came. The 
peasants rose in revolt, and threw off 
the yoke of the nobtA — with less 
violence than might be eipecteil, 
chiefly because the great ecclesias- 
tical potentates, the Bishop of Coire, 
the Abbois of St. Gall and Distentia, 
and some of the more influential 
barons tided with the peaianta, di- 
recting, instead of oppo»ng, the 
popular feeling. 

The result of this was a Rbstian 
Confederacy, quite distinct ftom tbe 
Swiss Confederacy, composed of 
Tkrte Ltagtteai Bunden)— the Upper, 
or Grey I*ague (Ober, or Graue 
Bund), I4S4 (named from the umple 
grey home-spun coau of those by 
whom it was formed); the Leagu* 
of God's Houte(CaDf in Romansch, 
. GottesbauB Bund), so called 



trom 






The I 



of the state of society which existed 
during this period of the Faustreobt 
(club law), may be formed from the 
quantity of feudal ruins which stud 
not only the main valleys of the 
Rhine, but even the lateral valleys 
Mid gorge* oftbeBbv^an Alps. At 



f Coire 



and capital of this league, 
the League of the Ten JurisdictioBS 
(Zehn-Gcrichte), of which Mayen. 
feld is chief town (1428). 

The govemment produced by this 
revolution presents, perhaps, the moat 
nmarhable example the world has 
yet seen of the sovereignty of the 
people and of universal suffrage. Not 
only every valley, but, in some eases, 
every pandi, or even hamlet, in a 
valley, became an independent eonb. 
monwealth, with a government of ita 
awn, with peculiar local administtk. 
tive lights and privileges, in many 
instances eiistii^ at the present day. 
Sometimes one of these liree stales, 
sometimes teventl logetber, form a 

(gemeinde or gericht) ; each com- 
mune has its own genetal assembly, 
in which every oitiien of the age of 

and by which the magistrates and 
authorities, down to the pinou and 
sclioolmaster, are elected. A numbtt 
of communes forms a Hoch-Gerieht, 
under a magistrate, styled Landam- 
man, Podesta, or Landvoght. Above 
thii oomes the Diet of the League ; 
and, above all, the Diet at the Threa 
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labyrinth of goyemment — s 
plication of machitiery, wheel within 
•rheel — it is difficult lo understand 
how »ny goTemment could have beta 
earned oo ; and we accordingly 
the historj of the Grisona little better 
tfiaft a long series of bickerings, 
feuda, retolts, conspiracies, massa- 
cres, iotriguea, and peculations. The 
wisest decisions of the diet of (he 
canlon -were annulled or frustrated 
1^ the votes of the general aneni- 
blies, accordingly as the interest or 
(nprice of the most influential popular 
leader mi^t iwm these meetings at 
the moment Two great families, 
those of Plants and De Salis, in the 
end, long monopolised (he chief in. 
fluence, as well as the patronage and 
offices of the federal government. 

Such, then, was the prartieo/ result 
(^this democracy of the purest Ibnn 
in (Awry. 

The Grisona were united with the 
Swiss confederation in 1S03, and are 
tepreaented bj a deputy in the diet. 
The Three I.eaguej are still com- 
posed of 26 high jurisdictions (Hoch- 
Gerich(e), each possessing its own 
constitution, which often diflir en- 
tirelyfromoneanother. Thesupreme 
federal govemmeDt of (he canton is 
vested in the great council of 70 
^ — "■ a's, which meets at Coite, 



I ROUTE 6 



This is a much shorter road from 
jSt. Gall, or Constance, to the Splugen 
ttim thatby Horschach (H. 67.),and 
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is peiActly pracdeable for a light cat> 
riage. The eicursion to Appennll 
may be made from Gaie. It is s 
very striking and interesting route. 

The taxlmt JppemrU lies somewhat 
out of the beat of travellers, eorai- 
pletely surrounded (enciavS) by the 
territory of canKm St. Gall, and shut 
in, at its south extremity, by the Alps ; 
no great bigh-roads pass trough it ; 
and Appcuiell itself lies in a cul da 
sac of the mountains, except lor such 
as will take the difficult patba over 
the fai^ Alps and glaciers. On (faia 
account, it is but little visited by ' 
English iravellers. The eantCHi is 
divided intoS parts or districts, called 
S/lodat, quite independent of eaett 
other, but enjoying only one vote at 
the diet Outer Hhoden is a very 
thickly peopled district, hsving 8,781 
inhabitants to (be German sq. mile. 
These are almost exclusively engaged 
in manufectures, chiefly of cotton, 
muriin, tambouring, fcc. Inner Rho- 
den, (HI the contrary, is a land jif 
herdsmen; its high and bleak mouih. 
tauu produce nothing but rich paa^ 
turage and sweet grass, upon which 
vast herds of cattle are fed. The 
goremment, in both slates, is a pure 
democracy ; the General Assembly, 
o* Landeagemeinde, ia composed of 
every male born in the canton. To 
travelling through this aomewbat 
primitive dislrict.two i ' " " 

svetler' 



-(b« 

pillory, hy the road-side, funuahed 
with a collar (carcan), a hiJe forthe 
neck, B padlock, and a chain; and iba 
bone-houses, or mnairtt, in tbo 
church-yards, destmed to receive the 
sculls and bones, which, after lying 
a certain tiumber of yean beloi^ 
ground, are difg up to make room 
ibr others ; andi having been ticketed 
and labelled with the names of their 
owner, are lud out for show on 
ahelves in the hone-bonie. 
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Thena 

English . 

St. Gall to Alstetten. 4\ stunden 
= 15 English! " 



The 



dquLU 



Gall and enters that of Appena 
(Ausser-Rhoden) a little beta: 
reaching, by an encellent rosd, 

IJTeuaeo— (/nw; Hecbt; Bar). 
The inhobilants of this illlage arc 
chiefly engaged ia the nunufacturi 
oFniuslin. Gruhenm>n,thecarpenteT 
who built the celebrated bridge o 
one arch at SchaiThausen, iraa bon 

u' Gais — (/am; Oehs (BiEuf ) ; 
Krune(Courc)iine): the two best,and 
both said to be good. Rooma cost 
from 4 fl. to 10 a. weektyi table 
d-hite, 1 e.i whey, SiOhr, daily — it 
is brought irom the high Alps every 
moming.) The bread is very nood 
here. This little village of 42 houses, 
mostly converted into lodging-houses 
by the peasants their owners, irre- 

fularly scattered over iawn-lilEe mea- 
ows, is situated in a bare bleak 
country, with scarce a tree or shrub; 
nothing hut pastures around, at an 
elevation of 2900 tt above the sea 
level. Yet the reputation of its pure 
and bracing air, and of its cure of 
goat's wliey (molken-kur ; cure de 
petit lait), annually attract hither 
many hundred invalids from all parts 
of Europe ; and during the season, 
in July and August, the principal 
inns are generally crammed full. 

The peasants' houses are particu- 
larly neat and olean, trimly punted 
outside, as though Ihey had just issued 
from a bandbox. 

Gaia lies at the S. side of Iho Go- 
bri; and the view from the top of 
that mountain is delightful, atid may 
be atuined with little trouble, in I 
bbur, on horseback. 

The native songs of the cow-herds 
and dairy-maids of Appeniell are 
highly melodious. 

It is a walk of about five hours 
from Gaia to Hetiwu (see Route 
69). 



3 miles to the E. of Gais, on Oie 
road to Alstetlen, is the Chapd o/ 
Slots, erected on the summit of the 
steep pass leading down to tlie Rhine 
Thai, to commemorate the almost 
incredible liclory gained by 400 men 
of Appeniell over 3U0U Austrians iu 
140J. 1-he Archduke of Austria and 
the Abbot of St. Gall bad hoped to 

preponderating force. But a hand- 
ful of the mountaineers, under the 
conduct of Count Rudolph irf Wec- 
denberjf, assembled in haste, gave 
them battle, and defeated the in- 
vaders, with a loss of 900 men, losing 
only 20 of their own party. The 
blood of the sUin discoloured the 
mountain torrent which flowed past 
■ ■ ■ " ■ ■ far as its i^flus 



o the Rhine. The ' 



ew finm tha 



ealley or the Rhine, 
2000 ft. below, and of the snowy 
mountains of Tyrol and Vorarlberg 
beyond, is of great beauty. 

A very steep descent leads from 
the Stoss to Alstetten. You hire a 
spare skid at the top of Ibe hill, and 
go down with both wheels locked. 
From Stoss to Alstetten, in the 
valley of the Rhine, is 1 hour's drive, 
about 5 miles. It takes Ij hours to 

C««( Route 67.) 

It is a distance of about 7 mile* 
S.W. from Gais to 

2 Appeniell— < Ah : Hecht < Pike); 
Weisses Kreuti; re^iectable ale- 
houses). 

Though the chief place of Ibe dia- 



r Rhode 



this 






dull and rlirty village of 1400 inhabit- 
ants, consisting of old and ill-biiilt 
houses, with two convents, attd a 
modern church, hung with sevMal 
flags : and contain^ nothing remuk- 
able in It. It derives iis name fraia 
the country seat of the Abbot of St. 
Gall (Abten-zelle, Abbatls Cella), 
liBving been anciently built here. 
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The Lojidttgamindt, or Assembly 
frfllie canloD, meets an a Equare, near 
« lime tree, every year. In tbe He- 
■oord Office, Archiv, are preserved a 
tiumber of baonecs, conquered by the 
AppenteUem of old, 



iving 1 






1 of Constance, Win- 
terthar, Feldkireh ; the Tyrolese ban- 
tier and tree ensign, inscribed " Hun- 
■dert Tausend Teufel," conquered at 
Landek, 1 407 i the Genoese banner 
-oT St. George, and two captured from 
the Venetians, 1516, in the battle of 
^Agnadet. 

' 't staled on all hands that a 



arkable i 



ange giecl 



itering Roman Catholii Inner 
Rhoden, from Protestant Outer Rho- 
Jden. He eichanges cleanliness and in- 
dustry for tilth and beggary. What 
may b* the cause of this, is not a sub. 
Jeot suitable for diseussion here. The 
AppenaelleTs are passionately fond 
oi gymuastie exercises ; and a part 
^ ereiy holiday is devoted to wrefit- 
ling and holing matches. Hurling 
£be Etone is another frequentexercise. 
A. mass of rock, varying in ireigbt 
£rom a half to a irbole cwt., is poised 
on the shoulder, and then cast for- 
vard a distance of several feet. In 
.1805, a Dian of Uruiiscb burled a 
Btone, weighing 1S1 lbs., lOft. The 
Jtppenzellers are also capital shots ; 
rifle-matches are held almost every 
sbmmer on the Sundays, and the 
cracking reports resound on all sides. 
H>e laws of the c«nton (especially of 
Outer Rhoden) restrict dancing to 3 
or 4 days of the year ; but, as the 
people are much addicted to this 
amusement, the law is trequently 
infringed, and the peasants will often 

order to enjoy 



' There is a road from Appeniell to 
Berisau. (See Route 69.) 
. About 2J miles S. E. of Appenzell 
a Wiitdad, "an eicellent boarding 
bonse and bathing establishment, si- 
tuated in a beautiful and retired spot, 
Switt. 



at the foot of the Sentis, surrounded 
by pleasure-grounds, from which luD 
walks leading up the mountains. 
The house is capable of accommo- 
dating 300 visitors. I have Been few 
places in the course of my Iravelt 
where b person fond of eiploiing 
and desirous of tranquillity, confined 
with accommodation on a superior 
scale (to be procured without trouble 
or eEfort on his part), could spend a 
few days in greater ei^oyment."^ 
Data and Dittancet. 

In addition to the cure of goats' 
whey, there are also mineral springs 
at Weissbad, and the bath-houses con- 
tain 80 baths. 

Three small torrents, issuing out 
of 3 Alpine valleys deeply furrowed 
in the sides of the Sentis, in whose 
glaciers they take their rise, ui)it« at 
Weiasbad, and form the river Sitter. 
About 5 miles up the middle valley 
is the singular hermitage and chapel 
of the midUrchkin. It is reached 
by crossing the Alpine pasture of tbt 
Ebenalp, which, in spite of iu eleva- 
tion of 5094 ft. above the sea, is in 
summer a perfect garden, unfolding 
a treasure to the botanist, and afford- 
ing the sweetest herbage lo the cows. 

In a recess scooped out of the faOe 
of a precipice, 170 ft. above these 
pastures, a little ehapel has bees 
perched. It was built I7S6 by a pious 
inhabiCantofAppeniell, and dedicated 
10 Saint Michael, and on that saint's 
day mass is celebrated here annually. 
A bearded Capuchin occupies the 
hermitage adjoining, and will conduct 
strangers through the long cavernfl 
hung with slalaetites, which perforate 
Che mountain behind his dwelling. 
The pilgrimage will be repaid by the 
charming prospect from the window 
which he opens. 

The Sentii (from Latin, sentis, a 
thorn ?), the highest mountain in Ap> 
penzelt, 7700 feet above the sea level, 
may be ascended ftom Weissbad. 
The view from the top is much ex- 
tolled, end a panorama of it has been 
engraved. Various paths lead up to 
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guide, leads bj w«j of the Meggiadp 
(3 rtunden) i WagenlucltB (3 6lun- 
den); to the Bummit, (1 stonden), a 
wdk of nearly 20 icWex. 

In lS3S,Bii engineer named Bucb- 
mnller, while making trlgononoetrieal 
obsBrmtions on the summit, accom. 
panied by a servaul, was struct by 
lightning. The shock look away bis 
■Hiiea, snd be cemaioed in that state 
nearly an hour; when he came to 
liUDtelf he found his senrant dead 
beside him, and himself so severely 
injnred in one of his legi, that it was 
with the utmort difficulty and danger 
that he could crawl down to the near- 
est human hatntolion. 

A steep and difficult path leads S. 
mer the ridge of the Sentis from 
Weissbad to Wildhaus, tbe biith- 
plaee of Zwingli, iu Toggenburg 



n)a 



niles. 



Another path leads in about 4 
boun fironi WeisBbad to Sennewald 
in the valley on tbe Rhine. Jt passes 
over the shoulder of the Kamor, on 
tbe ri^t hand of that mountain, 
whose top commands a remarkable 
jiBnorama. Even from the road 
Sennewald. the traveller has a < 
lightfUl prospect over the Sentis and 
canton Appeniell, on one side, and 
over the lake of Constance, Tyrol, 
and tbe Rhine on the other. 



13 Stonden »42J Eng. miles. 
A diligence runs daily from 
Oall to Ragalz in 14 hours. 

There is a post road from St. Gall 



ittle beyond the village of Bru^eoi 
the road crosses the gorge of th^ 
Sitter, by tbe maguiGcent Kratzetea 
Briiclie, a biidge £90 ft. long, and 
S5 ft. above tbe stream. Here the 
post road by Flawyl strikes oC A 
little after we enter canton Appeniell. 
9. Htruaii. — Iwn» .- Liiwe (Lion) 
the best; — Hecbt (Brochet). 

Herisau, the flourishing end iu- 
duiuious chief village of tlie Pro- 
testant dlBtriet of Appeniell, call^ 
Ausser-Rbodeu, contains 3200 io- 
babitants, and is adianti^^ualy 
situated at the junction of two 
streams, the Glut and Brublbach, 
which turn the whe^ of its nume. 
rous manuftclories. " It is a very 
singular place from its eitxaardinarf 
irreguiarity of construetion, and ia 
quite unlike any other town in SwilK' 
erland." There are beautiful walks 
im the surrounding heights; two <tf 
them are topped by ruined castled 
the Rosenberg and RosHiburg.wbid^ 
according to the story, were once coi^ 
nected together by a leathern bridge 
Tbe lower part of tbe Churth Timtr, 
in wbieb the Archives are deposited, 
is tbe oldest building in the canton, 
dating probably from the 7th century. 
The articles chieSy raanulactuifid 
here are muslins, cottony and silk, 
tha last, a recent introduction: 
10,200 peisons are employed in 
AuBiei-Ithodeu, in weaving muslin^ 
and a very large number in embnii* 
dering them. 

There ia a direct road £rom Hoi- 
sau to Appeniell (Route 68), bf 
Waldstadt, (1| atunden) ; Umasdi, 
(I]),Bnd GiiateD(i), in all 5 atun* 






miles. 



■ick^iad. The Badkiaa is tbe n 



of tbe sort 11 



elegant estabtishmi 

Switierland, afUr Schint 

rounded by agrees 

grounds, the oreation 

rich Steiger, a rich 

Two qiringH rising out of gravd, i 

variously ■ '~' —^'^ ~ 
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aarbonie acid, &c. , are used for drink' 
in^f and to supply the batbs. Goats' 
whef and asses' milk ue also fur- 
niibed to those invalids for irbom 
they are prescribed. Accommodation 
ID a covhouse is provided Tar invalids 
Buifbring trom diaeaies of the cbeit. 
The nughbourhood is exceedingly 
pictareique. 

Through an iinduUting coimtTy, 
we reach the frontier of Appeniell, 
and re-enter that of its graspiDg 
neighbour, St, Oall, before aniving 



. a Liehtansteig, (/na; Krone,) a 
town of 700 inhsbltiiBts on the right 
bank of the Thur, in the ancloit 
OOunly of Togganburg. 

Opposite WaCtweil, a pretty ma- 
nubcturing village, about IJ mile 
ftrthei, sUnd tba content of Santa 
Maria and the Castle of Iberg — 
(/wu; lUissli; Liive.) 

The road soon after mrmounta the 
steep ascent of the lidge of Himmel- 
wald. From its top a beautiful 
prospect expands to view ; in front 
the lake of Zurich, with the castle, 
town, and bridge of Bappeischwjl, 
in full relief on its margin ; behind 
it' liw pin&^jlad and anow-toppcd 
Alps of Schwyti and Glorus ; on the 
B. the remarkable peaks of tbe Sie- 
ben Kuhfirsten, and behind the fertile 
'Tsle of Toggenburg. ■ the road 
Avidea od the opponte side of tbe 
hill ; those bound for Glarua or Wal- 
laiMadl, take its 1. braoeh, leading to 
Utanach : —we fijUow the rC. to E>- 
«betibaeh, and 
. 7 Rappers^wfl. (Route 14.) 

E0UTE71. 



From Wyl to Coire th( 
■applied with post-horaea. 

A good cartiage-road leadi through 
Sohlatt and Neuaom to 



5 Frauenfeld, in Route 9. 

3^ Wyl, a little town of 1064 inbot 
bitanU in the Talley of the Thur, dia. 
tant about a mile Irom its 1. bank. 
We here leave on the 1. the road U 
St. Gall, and continue up the), bank 
of the Thur, as far as Dielfurtb, 
where we cross to 

1} Lichtensteig (in Route 69.) 

Ebnat. — Toggenbu^, as the long 
and fertile valley of the Thur is 
called, eitcnds fur nearly 40 miles, 
from Wyl up to the source of that 
river. It is bounded by high moun- 
tains i on the N. by tbe Sentis, and 
on the S. by the peaks of the Kiih- 
Grsten. It was aneieollv governed 
by counts of its own. When thur 
line became extinct, 1 436, the district 
was claimed by canton Zurich. In 
the feud which etiaued, the Zurichers 
were worsted ; it tell to tbe Abbot itf 
8l Gall ; and, since 1 605, fbrina part 
of canton St. Gall. It is thickly 
peopled ; its inhabitants, an indua- 
trious race, are chiefly occupied with 
the manufacture of muslin and oDtton. 
NesUu, 



Ij Nes 
fhein 



a be good at Alt 
St. Johann. 

Upon tbe high ground, dividing 
the valley of the Ttiur from that of 
the Rhine, stands the remote vilhig* 
« the 
at the S. base et 
the Sentis. It is remarkable ss the 
birthplace of the Swiss refonnei, 
Ulrich Zuingli, The bouu in wbich 
be first saw the light (Jan. 1, 1484) 
srill exists ; it is a humble cottage li 
wood ; its walla, fbroied of the sterna 
of trees, iu roof weighed down bv 
stones to protect it £un the wind. 
It has resisted the inroads of time 
for more than S60 years; and the 
beams and trunks wbich oompoae it 
are black with age. Zuingli's timuly 
were humble peasants ; he quitted 
home when 10 years old, to go to 
school at Biile, 

Wildhaus to Sennewald S poats. . 

Wildhaus lo Sewelen 2) posts. 

The road descends into the raller 
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of the Rhine near Graba, and Kma 
after reacbea 

Werdenberg, which, with the fbl- 
lowing Btstioiu, 19 described ia Route 
67. 

9j Scvelen. 

a Bagali. 

3^ Coin, in page 188. 



A diligence 
TU9 on the arrival of the diligence 
irom Zurich daify. It ia a drive of 
S bouis 1 S hours more to Lintthal. 
and agun 2 baurs on foot to the 
PaDtenbiiiolie. 

The canton of Giants consiatt of 
one great Alpine vallej, and of seve- 
ral aecondar^ or tributary valleyB, 
branching off fi-om it, and penetrat- 
ing deep into the high Alpa. Tbere 

^faieh terminates, after a distance of 
26 miles, at the baths of StachellKrgj 
and, eicept for pedestrians, tbere is 
no egress save tbe portal which has 
admitted the traveller. It is a trulf 
Alpine di 



irild» 



;nery. 



The road from Wesen crosses the 
Xinth canal (Route 14. p. 32.) by the 
Ziegelbrucke, and passes the jaws of 
the vallej of Glarus, flanked by pre- 
dpices almost perpendicular, and 
backed by the vast mass and snowy 
head of the Glamisch Mountain. 
. The road from Zurioh and Rap- 
peracfawyl to Glarus passes through 
lichen on the S. side of the Lake of 
Zurich, and along the I. bank of the 
Linth canal to Nieder-Urnen, where 
that from Weieli joins it. 

1J NS/ih, in the gorge of tbe val- 
ley, a village of 1700 inhabitants, and 
the diief place in the Roman Catholic 
* Addlthaul InlbmatLDD is dsilrsd re- 



division of the canton, is a Swia 
hattk-fieid tA some celebrity. 1 1 sim^ 
pie stones, set up on the meadow of 
Reuli, hard by, mark the spot wbere 
in isaa, 1300 men of Glarus met a. 
force of 6000 Austriaus, who, having 
Uken Wesen by treachery, bad burat 
into the canton, ravaging and plun- 
dering the country as they advancedi 
When tidings of this reached the 
ears of Matthias am Buhl, the lands. 
captain, he hastily collected a handful 
of shepherds, and not only checked 
the career of the foragers, in spite of 
the disproportion of numbers, but 
after i 1 distinct charges, uded by 
•olleys of atones and rocks dlK- 
charged from the precipices above, 
which threw tbe Austrian cavalrf 
into confriiion, finally repulsed the 
invaders, with a loss of 250D of thril 
number left dead on the field. 

The anniversary of the fight of 
Niifels is stilt celebrated through the 
canton by an annual festival. An 
engagement took place at NaTels, in 
1799, between the Austrian! and 

From Mollis, the village apposite 
Nafels, the river Linth is conducled 
into the lake of Wallenstadt by tbe 
artificial canal construsted by I^chfT 
(see p. 32.), In the churchyard of 
Mollis the heroes of Nafels are 






ultjeet 



ried. 

Tbe valley of tl 
to much danger ana injury from its 
sudden rises, and the swelling of its 
tributary torrents. Tbe broad fringe 
of unsightly sand and gravel visible on 

drain of the district, will show what 
mischief that river occasions after 
storms of rain, and during the melting 
ofthesnows. Tbe whole of tbe lower 
part of the valley is at times con- 
verted into a lake; and tbe little 
patches of ground, which have cost 
the peasant much hard labour and 
care to cultivate, are at once over- 
whelmed and ruined. The Ume- 
stonemountainsofthisdistrict abound 
in caTeruf, which serve as laaervoits 
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In the 



for tLe melting gli 
spring and esriy summer, tne rocks 
appear to Klream from ever; pore, 
Tbife every gorge and hollow sends 
fbrth a raging tarrent. 

IJ Glanu, or Glaria— (/bb.- Aigle 
d'Or, not large, but comlbruble ; 
Rabe). This tittle village, the capital 
of the canton, is chiefly remarltable 
for its secluded situation at the base 
of the Glarniscb and Scbilt, encom- 
passed b; the Alps, n-hose bare and 
bleaL precipices and tops contrast 
remarkflbly with the milder Tcrdure 
about their base. The inhabitants, 
4330 in number, are distinguished 
by their industry and enterprise, 
which has ca:iverted Glarua into a 
place of manulBcturcs, especially of 
cotton, printing of muslins, j!ic. They 
are reported to retain that simplicity 
of manners which their seclusion from 
the rest of the world would lead one 

They possess a Chi (Cassino), 
and a Free School for 700 children, 
erected by priyatc fubscriplions, and 
reflecting much credit on the public 

chiefly of stone, and many of them 
ancient, are frequently ornamentefl 
out^de with fresco paintings ; one of 
them bears the figure of a knight in 
amour, and a Turk flghling, the 
origin of which is not satis&ctorily 
accounted for. The Gothic church 
is open (o I^otestant and Romanist 
alilte. The Linth is crossed by two 

The name Glami is said to be a 
corruption of Hilanui, a saint to 
whom a shrine was built among these 

There is one manufacture peculiar 
to the canton Glarus, that of tlie 
ffrttn cheeut called Schahiieger- It 






mell. 



an herb (TrifoliL_. 
nielilotus uerulea; blue pansy: 
Germ, klee), which is partly culti. 
Tated for this purpose in gardeni 
within the canton, and partly im 
ported from others. To fit il for use 






round to powder, and, ID 
lied with the curds, in 
the proportion of 3 lbs. of the herb 
to lOOlbs. of curds. The cheese U 
said to be made of cows' milk, like 
any common cheese, and not of 
goats'. The curds are brought down 
from the high pasture* into the val- 
ley in sacks, and, after having a due 
proportion of herb incorporated with 



fit fbr pressing. The cheese is ripe 
for use after a twelvemonth's keep- 
ing. A lai^e quantity of It is ei- 
ported to America ; and the numu- 
idered a lucrative 



The] 



a pe- 



Many mountain paths, practicable 
only on foot, ramify in various direc- 
tions ftom Glarus — 

a. The pass of the Pragel to 
Schwytz, by the Muotta-tbal and the 
Klon-thali the latter, a most beau, 
tiful pastoral valley, a tributary of 
the Linth ; the finest part of it is not 
more than 8 miles from Glarus.— 
Route 15. 

b. The pass of the Klausen to 
Allorf — (Described below.) 

e. 4 passes iato the Valley of the 
Vorder Rhine: — 

(a) To Disscntia, over the Sand- 
flrn (P9S9 ft.), 13 stunden. 

(b) To Brigels, by the Kistengrat 
(865011.) 8 St. 

(e) To Panix, by the Paniier pasD, 
9st. 

(d) To Flims, by the Segnes pass, 
8J St 

The most interesting excuruon is 
(hat up the valley of the Linth. A 
good road leads along the rt. bank 
of the river, about 13 miles, to the 
village of 

4 Lintthal, where, In a remote 
spot, surrounded by torrents, roclu 
and glaciers, a handsome hotel and 
bathing establishment, called the 
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Bathw of Saehilbe^, baie beenbuilt 
It bu greatly liien in repute as h 
watering-place within a few ysait, 
•od on account of the eiquisite 
beauty of its situation, and the vir- 
tuca of iu conceHtrated alkaline sul- 
phureous spring, which distils, drop 
by drop, from ■ fisauie in the Braun- 
berg, ii much resorted to. The 
period of the " cure " is £ied at be- 
tweeu 20 aod S4 dayi. The hotel 
■lands on tije I. bank of the Linth 
bere crossed by a wooden bridge, and 
la surrounded by walks and pleasure 
grounds. 

- Above the balha tbe vale of the 
Linth becomes wilder and mare bb- 
rage, and at length coutracti into a 
chasm, low in the depths of which 
the riiet worms its way, while a nar- 
row and steep path alone leads along 
tbe edge of the precipice. S miles 
up* at a spot where the gorge is 
deepest, a singularly bold bridge of 
a single arch of stone, SO ft. wide, 
•sd 300 ft. above the tornnt, bas 
been thrown across it 'Iliis is the 
PoHietAriicAa, an object of consi- 
derable romantic beauty, irom the 
boldness of this wort of man in such 
a. scene of wild nature, and from the 
depth of the gnii below. It is rften 
Tisitcd by ladies; but the excursion, 
though not dangerous, is fatiguing. 

A waterfall considerably higher 
up on the Linth, above the bridge, is 
•aid to be peculiarly grand, and su- 
perior to the fall of the Fatsch, yet 
but little visited. 

The yallcy of the Linth terminates 
in a group of magnifieeut mounuins, 
whose tops are occupied by vast fields 
pf never-trodden glaciers. The DMi, 
or Todiberg (12,S00) is the giant of 
tbia portion of the chain of Alps, and 
its Eummil has never been ascended. 
A difficult and dangerous path, prac- 
ticable only in the height of summer, 
leads across these glaciers to Dis- 

Tbe Klaiuat pais — Siacidbrrg to 
AUorf. — The distance is about 26 
ndkat tbe path is practicable 6a 



bonea. It tuma out of the valleyof 
the Linth to the W., about a liile 
above the baths, and ascends ths 
valley of the Fatsch, or Umer Boden, 
keeping along its L bank. Within % 
mile above the junction of the Fatscli 
and Linth the valley belongs to can- 
ton Uri. It abounds in fine umuo* 
loin postures, and many of the inha- 



About 



" s up, tl 
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nating 



pass, is readied. 
It IS a ridge 615UII. high connect- 
ing tbe snowy chain of tiie Clariden 
Alps on the N. with the shattered 
Zingel, Glatten, and Kamli. On the 
(op stands a little chapel. 

Tbe path descends by loi^ and' 
steep zigugs into tbe Schachtit tialf 
on the L hand is seen the very pretty- 
cascade of die StaubL Opposite thtt 
chapel of St. Anne aberg&ll occurred 
in 1633, which arrested for soma 
time the coune of the Sohachen, and 
produced a small lake. At tbe village 
of Unter Scbacben another branch of 
the valley opens 8., and sends forth, 
the main stream of the Scbacben. 
The Spitze, tbe mountain on the ), 
bank of the torrent, dischargis dan- 
gerous avalanches in spring. At SpU 
ringen and a little lower dovn, neaf 
tbe chapel of St. Anthony, there are 
inns, tolerably good for this country. 

It was over tbe steep and barely 
accessible ridge of the Kinziff Oabm, 
which walls in this portion of the 
valley to the N. that Suwarrow'g 
memorable retreat was conducted, 
1799. Having pounced down, as it 
were, upon ^e French from the 
heights of the St. Cothard, and 
driven them betbre him to AltorT, ba 
there found his progress barred bf 
the lake of Lucerne, without a boat 
to cross it, his troops eihausted \rj 
fatigue and ftnaine, and the country 
so completely drained by war as to 
he quite incapable of supporting 
them. The only alternative that re- 
mained to him, was to attempt to join 
the tiirccs of the allies, through the 
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horrible defile of the Scbaghen ; and 
to cross the rarelf-trodden summit of 
the bigh Alps. Tbe only pasnge up 
this volley was by a mei-e path; so 
that his army waa obliged to advanoQ 
in s single file, abandoning much of 
Iheir artillery and baggage. Their 
mvch taated 14 bour§; and before 
Ifae rear-guard had left Allorf, tiw 
van had reached Muotla. Many of 
tbe Russians sank Irom &tigue by 
the Tayude, and perished ; others fell 
into the hands of tbe French, who 
bovered in their rear; the valley was 
strewn with dead bodies of men and 
borses, with arma and equipments. 
Tha remainder of this memorable 
moTcb is described in Route 75- 

Burglen, the birthplace of Tell, 
Btandg at the mouth of Ibe Schacheu 
thai. Route 34. 
^ Altorf, or Altdorf, p. 109. 
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ajt stimden = 37 Eng. miles. 
' Tbe nwd IS practicable for light 
terriages, but it is by no means good, 
and is very hilly. 

Tbe Abbey of Einsiedeln, though 
otie of the fine« buildings in Swit- 
terland, will bear no comparison with 
the ohurches of lUly, and, except on 
ftcoount of the pilgrims and during 
the season of the pilgrimage, is not 
worth going out of one's way to visit. 

After crossing the long bridge of 
Rapperschwyl ( Route 14.) the road 
enters aantnn Schwyti, and soon 
Dommeoees the steep ascent of Mount 
£ttel> whidi takes 2 hours, and re- 
quires an extra horse or hordes ^ 
diarge ftir 1 horse 30 bati, and 6 
bMi trinekgeldifarShorsesSObatz. 
Hany deligbtAil views are obtabed in 
■aoendiog, over the lake of Zurich, and 
the summit oommands a good view 
of the Mythen (MiUes), Rigi, and 
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other nnrontains in that direction. 
The holy hermit Meiorad, tbe foun- 
der of Einsiedeln, origiuslly fixed 
himseir on tiie top of the Etiel, but 
tlie concourse of people attracted t4> 
the spot by his reputation for holi- 
ness, drove him in search of solitude 
deeper into Ibe wilderness. A liltl* 
ehapel stands on the spot supposed to 
have been occupied by his ceil. Near 
it is an inn. From this cbapd tht 
first view of Einuedeln is obtained 
tbe descent thither occupies IJ hour. 

The road is studded at intervals 
with chapels called tiatiam, each 
containing a representation of some 
event in the Passion of our Lord, ac- 
cording to the Romish tradition, at 
which the pilgrims may atop and tell 
their beads. 

The river Sihl is crossed by a eo< 
vered bridge, called (Teufels bruoke) 
the Devil's bridge, before reaching 

3j EiHsiEimH ( French Notra 
Dame dea Eremites ; Lat. Monaste- 
rium Eremitarum). /anj ,' there tat 
55 inns and aOslehouaea here, mostly 
designed for the reception of poor 
pilgrims, and distinguished by a sii^ 
gular variety of signs. The-beat ii 
the Ox, vary comfortable and mode- 
rate; tha chargea are raised during 
the pilgrimage, — C. D. Pfiiu 
(Paon) ; Adam and Eve. 

Tbe Abbey of Einsiedeln, which 
forms the nucleus of a village of m 
few hundred inhabitants, is situated 
on a naked undulating plane SOOO ft, 
above the sea, producing little but 
pasture. It is partly sbeheted by ■ 
raugc of wooded bills on the S. E. 

The Mmtaatery itself, an eitenave 
building in the modern Italian style, 
is imposing, less from its arcfaiteeture 

remote and naked a solitude. Tba 
eiiatlng ediBce dates from the IStb 
century (1719), and is the 6th or 7th 
raised on this spot since the first 
foundation of the abbey, tbe othen 
having been destroyed by fire. It 
ocoupiei a stately site upon the htU 
side, separated fVom the humbler 
K 4 
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bnltdings of Uie village by a wide 

Tlie origin of (he aiAmj is thus oc- 
fOuntedfur in the hictoriei publiflhed 
under the autboritj of the monks. — 
In the days of CbBrlemagne a holy 
KnchoriCe named Meinrad, of the 
noble house of HobenzoUern, repaired 
to this remote Tildemess (then called 
the Finnerffsld) to end hii days in 
Bolilude and prayer, devoting biaurlf 
to tend a little black image of tlie Vir- 
gin which had been given to him Ijy St. 
Uildegarde, abbess of Zurich. This 
holy roan vat murdered by two rob- 
bers in 861 i but their foul deed, 
trhich they bad hoped would escape 
detection on a spot so remote from 
the haunts of men, was brought to 
light by two pet ravens reared by 
Heinrad, wbidi pursued the mur- 
derers with croaking cries, and flap- 
ping wings, over hill and dale, as tu 
■a Zurich, where their guilt was de- 
tected, and they suHered for it on the 
place now occupied by the Raven inn. 
The reputation of sanctity, however, 
aurrounding the spot where the aaiot 
had lived, increased so much after 
fais death, that his cell was rebuilt, 
and a church founded by a commu- 
nity of Benedictine hermits ( Einsjed- 
lem). The first abbot was Eberard ; 
and it is affirmed by the monkish 
l^end, and perpetuated in (he bull 
of Pope Pius VIII., that when the 
Biihap of Constance was about to 
' I4th of 
oused at 
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day, by a voice from heaven, that 
there was no need for him to proceed 
with the sacred rite, as the church 
had been already consecrated hy the 

rftheSsviouiI The pope pronounced 
this a true miracle, and, in considera- 
vm/a of it, granted plenary indulgence 
to all pilgrims who should repair to 
the sbrine of Our Lodj of the Her- 
mits, in the words inscribed upon the 



eatorum a culpi et A poni." Thfl 
consequence of this has been thai 
during 9 centuries there has been OQ 
almost uninterrupted influx ol pil^t 
grims &om the surrounding countrie* 
to this shrine, and of wealth to the 
monastery. In process of time thea^ 
pious benelactions increased its rev», 



church, "Hie est plena remi 



lopeo. 



eitent; it ranked second to St. GaU 
alone of all the monasteries in Swit< 
zerland. Its abbot became a prinOB 
of the holy Homan empire, with tt 
seat in the diet. He had bis hcredi< 
tary officers, his chamberlain, mar. 
sbal and cupbearer; and these posts 
were filled by peisonages of noblo 
or princely rank. He |atso enjoyed 
the right of criminal jurisdiction and 
the power of life and death in several 
parishes and circles. Down to the 
I6th century the abbaCa themselve* 
were of noble families. 

The French revolutionary inTadei* 
of 1798 stripped Einsiedein of its re- 
sources and treasures, and carried off 
the figure of the Virgin to Paris ; but 
the monks, on abandoning the con^ 
vent, transported with (hem into Ty- 
rol a duplicate figure, which they as- 
sert to be the authentic original. 
Notwithstanding Ibese UDtoward cir- 
cumstances, the abbey remains at 
the present day the richest in Swit^ 
zerland, and the Black Virgin, whe- 
ther an original or a copy, has loct 
none of her reputation. The avengQ 
annual number of pilgrims who re. 
ceive the sacrament in (he church is 
150,000. In the course of the yetff 
170U there were 202,000; in 1B34, 
3€,000 pilgrims repaired (o the sbrine 
within a fortnight. Every parish of 
canton Schwytz, and most of thQ 
other Roman Catholic cantons, send 
an annual deputation hither, headed 
by the landamman and the authori- 
ties. The Homan Catholics of Swit- 
zerland, indeed, for the most par^ 
make 2 or 3 journeys hither, in the 
course of their lives. Many of the 
pilgrims are deputies paid by otharS) 
wealthier sinners, to do penance for 
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thar principalB, who remBin at home, 
and ■ pilgrimage thus performed by 
pTOij, is rtndered equally efficacious 
with one made in person. 

In 1895, the content contained TT 
nronlts of the Benedictine order. In- 
cluding lay-brothers, novices, &c. 

In the square in front oTthe convent 
stands a fountain with 14 jets of 
water, from all of which the pilgrims 
drink, Bs it Is traditionally reported, 
that our Saviour drank from one, but 
IVom which of them is not known. In 
the centre of the pile of conventual 
buildings stands, as is usual in Be- 
nedictine monasteries, the Chtmh, 

of St. John Lateran at Rome. The 

mented with inferior psJntiogit, 
marble and gilding. A few feet fhim 
the entrance stands the Shrim or 
Ompd oftht Vir^, of black marble, 
with a grating in front, through 
trhioh, by the glare of an ever.bum- 
iog lamp, the spectator perceives the 
palladium of the temple, a little black 
figure of the Virgin and Child, at- 
tired in gold brocade, glittering with 
jewels, and bearing crowns irf gold 
on their heads. Xbe space in front 
Df the shrine is rarely free of wor- 
shippers, and commonly hundreds, 
nay, at times, thousands of devotees 
may be seen prostrate before it. The 
walls of Ibis part of the church are 
literall; covered with votive tablets, 
rude paintings in oil, on which no 
kind of accident or misfortune is 
omitted, Ihougb they are chiefly de- 
Voted to representations of escapes 
&om Gre and water, all effected by 
the supposed miraculous interference 
of the image. Its influence, how- 
ever, is not limited to incidents of 
private life ; many of the great events 
of luMory, such as the victory of the 
Roman Catholie cantons at Kappel, 
are classed among the triumpliant 
interpositions of our Lady of (he 
Hermiti. 850 new votivs Ublets were 
bung up in 1B3S, older ones being 
reEDOTed to make my for them. 



In the ChaptI of the MagdakHe, 
a church of itself in sise, on the 
1. of the choir, are 28 confenionala, 
over each of which is written the 
language in which confessions wiU 
be reeeired in it, either German, 
Italian, French, or Romanscb. 

The TVeowry, once sorich in church 
plate, was plundered by the French 
in 1798, and one splendid monstrance 
alone remains, but it is not readily 
shown. Tlie monastery includes, he- 
sides the lodgings for die Abbot, and 
the brethren, a handsome refectory, 

taining £6,000 vols., a museum, con- 
taining some fossils and minerals, ■ 
free school, and boarding-school, the 
pupils of which are taught by the 
monks, and a large cellar running 
under the greater part of the edifice. 
During meals, passages of some ap- 
provedauthor, such as Llngard's His. 
tory of England, Cobbelt's History of 
the Relbnuation, &c., are read aloud 
to the assembled brotherhood, and 
even at times portions of newspapers. 

Zuingli, the reformer, was curate 
of Einsiedeln from 1516 to 1519. 
IlieophrastuB Paracelsus von Hofa- 
enheim was bom here, or in tbe 
neighbourhood, in 1498. 

The following description relate* 
to the last jubilee celebrated at Ein- 
siedeln, in September 1834. 

" This place is anaually visited by 
many thousand pilgrims, egpecially 
on the I4tb September, and when- 
ever (he 14th tails on a Sunday, the 
festivities are greater than usual. 

" For the last ten days, even before 
we left Baden, and while in the 
French territory, we have met at al- 
most every step troops of pilgrims 
pkidding on their wsy to this Swiss 
Loretto. The parties seemed gene- 
rally members of one ftroily, or of 
one village, fVora tbe similarity of tbnr 
dresa, and (hey were invariably re- 
peating their aves and paler-nosteta 
aloud as they passed along, or uniting 
together in singing a hymn, Thej 
conusted almost entirely of the lower 
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^ua of peawnt^ who repair to this 
tgat Stota Ut and wide. AU*tia 
and Lorraine, the BUck Foieat, Sub- 
lua, the Grisona, Ba»ari«,| — and the 
whole of Switzerland, all contci- 
hute tbcir quota to augment the 
throng ; thousands usually issue out 
at Tyrol, but the Auitriana this year 
have refused to lei any pereons go 
into SwiticrUnd without passports, 
whioh has seived as a coraplete pre- 

" It was growing dualt as wt 
entered the TaUey in which Einsiedeln 
liiis. Just as we began to descendoui 
attention was roused by the repeated 
reports of cannon, which, though 
loud in theuiselies, awakened echoes 
in the adjacent hills, which made 
appear as though a whole bioadsi 
had been fired. Soon after, the deep- 
toned bells of Ihe convent b^an to 
sound, the firing ceased, and the 
long and loudly-repeated prayers 
the pilgrims whom we passed oa t] 
road, proclaimed that it was the hoi 
of vespers. 

" As we drew nearer the belk had 
ceased, and we beard the sound of 
drum and band of music, Iliis od 
jumble of noises, profane inlermlie 
wilh- sacred, which gave me no vet^ 
distinct idea of what was going for* 
ward, was afterwards explained by 
the intelligence that the pilgrimage 
is not considered a religious matter 
oiily, but is miied up with somewhat 
of festivity '^wliich induces the bro- 
therhood of the convent to pay for 
udtot and feax de joie, while they 
encourage the forming of a band of 
music composed of the towns-people. 
Their peifonnance is pretty much on 
a par with that which is found in the 
booths of a fidr in England, — but 
under its escort we entered the town. 
The musicians bad just paraded to 
the end of the street of which Ein- 
nedeln consists, and were returning, 
ibllowed by a crowd lai^e enough to 
■top our prioress tiU it had passed. 
Ilia one street which I have men- 



tioned is, with acandj a _ , 

eoroposed entirely of ioDS and pot* 
bouses, principally for the receptioa 

of the poorer pilgrims. As the band 
passed by, every window was crowded 
with projecting heads, whioh bad a 
curious effect, Ui^led up bv the lolU 
tary lantern whioh dsuglea m &ont of 
each house. 

" The inn where I was lucky enough 
to find lodging (with the threat ai 
bating two other persons put into 

should arrive), is directly in front if 
the convent and church, end as soon 
as X had finished my supper 1 issued 
out to explore it I found it already 
crowded with pilgrims, partly met to 
keep the eve of the festival, partly ta 
take up their night's lodging in tbs 
church. For thoagh a bed may be 
had in the town for the v^ue of « 
baltp^iny, uid a supper for as littlsi 
many of these people are so poor that 
they eannot afford Co pay for a bed g 
their oidy food is a crust of bread and 
a Ut of cheese, which they hrii^ with 
them, and they must pass the ri^ in 
the open air if the church be not 
opened to receive them. 

" As I elbowed my way into the 
church I found it dark except on« 
solitary lamp before the aitgr, uid s 
few candles, brought in by the peopi* 
themselves and laid on the pavement^ 
or placed on their laps to enable tbem 
Co read their prayer-books. Tba 
crowd was very great, for, though the 
^loom prevented my seeing the lOL- 
tent of it, the sounds whioh burst <Mk 
my ears aa I entered the door was 
such as could only arise Irom lboi»- 
sands. It was a cuofused miitura 
of noises, unging in all tones and 
tunes, many very shrill, and as a basa 
to this, a low long-continued mur- 
mur or buzzing. I found that tha 
^giug prooeeded Irom many dut« 
tinct parties in different parts of tha 
church, each composed irf the m^n- 
bers of one family or parish, wbu 
were now practising here the hymna 
they were accustomed to nng UigO' 
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thei 'vk ooneut at bgnie, but with- 
out any atMitioD to the . tune irbioh 
IheJT next netgbboura were chanting. 
Ihe partial but Tivid light thrown 
Upon visages bard and loft, though 
atCMtlj of the former character, and 
tiia total blaoknesa of the back- ground, 
would have fiirnlilied a paialer with 
many a novel effect. The low and 
uninterrupted buxiing came I found 
from a vast and dense ciowd stationed 
near the entrance of the cbuioh, in 
ftont of tbe chapel which contains tbe 
miraculous block image of the Virgin, 
tbe ostensible object ^ this pilgrim- 
age, which shins in ulk and Jewels, 
Ugbted up bj a. great number of 
luDps. Hie little chapel stands in 
Hie middle of the church, and is open 
only on one side, on which tbe image 
•an be seen through an iron gr^e. 
Fortunate were those ainang the 
crowd of devotees who could manage 
to place themselves in a position 
where a view was to be obtained of 
it. By jar the greater part were 
quite out of si^t of it, but still aU 
persevered with the same devout 
mumbling of prayers, with eipres- 
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" Next morning I was suddenly 
•wakened by a great ooncussioa which 
shook the house and made me start. 
It was Bgun tbe discbarge of cannon 
and rockets to open tbe festival. 
Daylight had not yet dawned, but 
I heard the sound of numerous foot- 
■taps pacing across the square to tbe 
cbuich. Ab<nit half past nine I re- 
paired agun to the church. I knew 
bow thronged it would be, and there- 
fore took the precaution of securing 
admission to tha gallery, from which 
1 looked down upon a sea of heads 
into which the bases of the pillars of 
tbe eburcli appeared to be surJc. 
Every aisle and angle was crammed, 
and whenever a movement was made 
by thoae endeavouring to enier or 
depart, the space was instantly filled 
iqi as though ai drop of water bad 



been cUsplaced. I know no mode of 
givii^ an idea of the numbers ; tba 
exact number cannot he aacertaioad 
till to-mormw, when a census is made 
of the persons to whom wafers hare 
been distributed by the priests in the 
communion. 1 placed myself im- 
mediately above the high altar, to ai 
to see the whole eenmouy of high 
mass performed in its greatest pomp, 
Tbe legate sent by the Pope as reo- 
dent in Switierloiid, who ollloiatad, 
was an arehhishop ; he was altendad 
by two bishops. The splendour of 
his rv^tes, which he put on one aftar 
tbe other — tbe mitre and crosjer, 
assumed or laid down from time to 
dme, as different parts of the cere- 
mony were performed — the satin 
shoea — the purple tr^n, home up by 
attendants ns he moved to and fro be- 
tween his throne and the altar — had 
a very imposing effect. 

" To have an idea of the great ao- 
lemnity of the whole ceremony, yoa 
must take into consideration the host 
of fervent worshippers assembled b^ 
fore the altar, filling the whole body 
of the church as fiir as the eye conld 
reach, aided by the effect of the most 
solemn music performed by a full 
band and two organs. Tbe wliole 
was worked up to a height at the 
moment when the legate finally re- 
ceiTea tbe cup, and afterwards ba- 
Btows his benediction and ahaolutiaii 
upon tbe congregated pilgrims. Tbe 
thunder of drums, trumpets, and 
dispBsons of tbe organs, was, as it 
appeared to me, assisted by aome 
machinery by which the roof of the 
church was struck, in order to produce 
the effect of the building having hem 
shaken t at the same moment a 
signsl is iriien on the outside, .the 
bells begin to toll, and the cannons 
are fired off from the iie^;hbourlng 
hills. This over, the organs oom- 

Mosart or Rosuui, and the people 
rush out to bargain for relics, at the 
booths erected round the chunli, 
wbieh pre the square in front tbe 
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wuits of the pilgrims, temporal and 
qiiritiult ind flppeired to be confined 
to umbrellas, holy tapera to burn in 
t&e churches, rosaries, little medals 
irith ■ figure of the Virgin of the 
Hermits, sad btead and cheese. 

" The ceremonies of this festiva! 
did not terminate until the evening. 
As it began to grow dusk the long and 
Stately bfade of the building ms 
illuminsted b; rows of lamps; 
and a temporary altar, erected on 
one side of the square opposite the 
entirely studded 



vith ]] 



nps, till it beoanii 



ehlaz 



of light. While this wss preparing, 
the vast square gradually lilled with 
people, until the assembled multitude 
amounted to not less than 30fl00 
persons, chiefly pilgiims. When 
all was ready the great doors of the 
church were thrown open, and out 
marched a venerable procession of 
ecclesiastics, their abbot at their head, 
preceded by banners and ctucifixes, 
and IbUowed by a long train of 
torch-bearers. Lifting up their me- 
lodious voices in a solemn chant, they 
conneyed the sacred elements towards 
the altar, as is usual, under a canopy, 
escorted by soldiers, and accompa- 
nied by a band of music and a moie- 
ablcorganonwheels. Whilethemass 
was being performed in the open air 
I sallied out among the throng: the 
view looking towards the altar was 
as singular as that in the opposite 
direction. The blazing altAr. the 
long line of larches and tapers flar- 
ing and glittering in tbe night, bad 
a most singular eiTect, increased by 
the illuminations of the town behind ; 
every house iras liglited up, and, as 
they are all built in the Swiss tashian, 
witb gables outward, they looked 
like so many fiery pyramids. No 
sooner was ma^s finished than the pro- 
cession retired again into tbe church, 
the crowd disappeared also into it, 
tbe exterior lights were eitinguished 
■r-in half an hour the whole square 



was dark and empty : it seemed liktf 
a dream. TTie interior of the church,- 
howerer, waa still filled with people ; 
the whole being atudded with lamp^ 
especially the chopel of the Vij^n: 
the throng of worshippers before it 
seemed undiminished, and many lin- 
gered In front of it, on bended k 



s filed o 



imag^ 



till late in the night. 

" Neit morning I left EInaiedelii 
on my way out of Switzerland : I set 
out about 6, and all the way passed 
through one continued line of dirty, 
ragged, and brown-viaaged pilgrims, 
on their way home, chuiting, without 
cessation, their patera and met, &c., 
which their confessors bad prescribed 
Gjr them to i«peat between the Ume 
of their departure from and return ur 
their homes. I passed across the' 
Lake of Zurich by the long bridge of 
Rapperschwyl ; and in the evening 
crossed the Lake ofWallenstadt. Still 
I bad not got out of the line of pil- 
grims ; 2 boats' full set sail along with 
that which conveyed me ; and the wind 
which filled our broad and unwieldy 
sail, and carried us quickly along, 
wafted with it the same responses 
and chants which I had beard firoiii 
the pilgrims on the road. 

" We Protestants, of course, would 



ionden 



1 all 



not help thinking, 
from the fervid earnestness of tbe 
poor pilgrims, that their joumeyr 
notwithstanding superstition was its 
object, might still be productive of 
good ; and I remembered how the 
bumble publicait went home Justi-- 
fied, rather than the selfsatbHed and^ 
uncharitable Pharisee." — MS. Jtnr- 



The carriage-road to Schwytz 
nakes, at first, a considerable de- 
our : the footpath is shorter, croo-- 
ng Che Katzenstrick, a considerable' 
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track of upland meadow or comnHm, 
diieot to Altmatt. 

' S) Rolhentburm,a Tillage of nearly 
800 inhiliitiDt^ is the place of meet- 
ing of the general auenibly of the 
cantoa Schwyti, eoayened here eier; 
two years^ in the open air, on the flrat 
Sunday in May, or, if the weather be 
bad on that day, on the first line Sun- 
day alter. The landammaa is presi- 
dent, and every citiien above the age 
of IS has a vote. These meetings 
afford DO taTourable specimen of the 
working of univerwl siitlVagE, a* they 
frequently terminate in rioting and 
TJolenee, For eiample, in May, 
1838, 9000 voters collected bere ; 
the show of hands was declared to 



iroftfa 



lisntisfled 



the Liberal party 

with the result, a natiie ensued, in 
which the huBtinga were broken and 
many persons much injured. The 
democrats, enraged at their defeat, 
published a manifesto, calling on the 
'^ Liberals to meet in their districts, and 
eipel the rich (Vom their assemblies 
as their ancestors eipelled Gessler, 
mdce ih: government of the rich baa 
become a government of murderers, " 

a Red Tower still standing and form, 
ing part of the defences of a long 
vail or rampart (letze). erected by 
the Schwyders along tbcir W. iron- 
tier, to ward off the inroads of their 
lordly and lawless neighbour*. It 
extended hence as far as Arlh. 

Aboul2milesW. of Rothenthurm, 
on the confines of the canton of Zug, 
and on the margin of the small lake 
of Egeri, is MoaoAXTEv, memorable 
in Swiss annals as the soene of theii 
first'Btntggle for Independence, as 
the spot where the chivalry of Austria 
was worsted, and their l^tder, Duke 
Leopold, compelled to fly with dis- 
gTKw, on the 15Ih of November, 
1315, a years after the eipuleion of 
the Austrian bailiffs. Fired with 
the hope of revenge and with feel- 
ings of hereditary hatred, the duke 
led on his mail-clad cavalry along 



the narrow strand between the take 
and the hilts. Just where the ascent 
iolo the upland country of Schwyta 
commences, running up a narrow 
dellte, the Austrians were met by 
the confederates, a mere handful of 
men in comparison with their host, 
but of bardy frame and resolute spirit, 
posted on the ridge of the Battel, near 
Hoselmatt. The bnt bold charge 
of the Swiss, rushing on with 
swords and clubs, was aided by a 
dischai^ of rocks from the hdghti 
above, which quickly threw into con- 
fusion the ranks of heavy-armed 
knights. They attempted to &11 
back, tiut their evolutions were pre- 
vented tiy the infWntrv pressing on 
in their rear. Without room to ma- 
nduvra, or even to turn (for the natu- 
rally confined margin of the lake was 
at that time diminished by an unusual 
increase of its waters), the protld 
knights were toUlly at the mercy of 
their tight-armed foes. Many, in 
order to escape the sword, perished 
by plunging into the lake ; the rush 
of tbe cavalry overwhelmed the in- 
fantry behind, and in a short while 
the whole army was thrown into 
panic and disorder, flie Austrians 
lost the flower of their nobility, and 
Ijeopold with difficoltyescaped. This 
astounding victory, the Marathon of 
Swiss history, was gained in an hour 
and a hal^ over a force of SO.OOO 
well-armed men, by 1300 mouD- 
taineets, who now for the first time 
met an army in the field. h" 

The appropriate memorial of their 
success erected by the Swiss iras, 
according to custom, a Chapdt dedi- 
cated to St. James ; and service ia 
performed in it annually on the an- 
niversary of the fight. It is atiD 
staiiding on an eminence above the 
lake, at the foot of the hill of Mor. 
garten, close to the village of Selior- 
no, by tbe road-side as you descend 
from Rothanthurm. 

The little village of Biberegg, on 
the opponle (E.) side of liothen- 
thurm, Was the cradle of the fiimily 
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of Redii^i one of the oUert and no- 
bleat in the cuton, sod whoce name 
appears oftener witb credit than maj 
<^er. There is tcaroely ■ batlls in 
which tbey ue not mentioned, and 
the; hare 45 tinuB filled the oSSoe 
of JandanuTun, the highest in the 
Mate. In 1798 Aloyi Reding, a hero 
worth; of Buch an ancestry, led on 
the brave inhabitants of these moun- 
tains to oppoee, in delenoe of their 
libeitiee and constitution, a far out. 
nunibeiring farce of French under 
General Schauenberg. The Swin 
met the invaders in the nlley of 
Kothraithurm, and drove them back 
as far aa the lake of Bgeri and the 
field of their ancient victory of Mar- 
garten. This proved but a tempo- 
rary gleam of sueoeaa. Their vietor; 
had coat them id large a number of 
meu, that they were unable to renew 
the Gonleat ; and an overwhelming 
force of French marching into the 
canton rendered all further resistance 

A long defcent, commanding a 
fine view of Schwytz, of the ungular 
and picturesque Mjtben and Haeken 
raountuns behind it, and of the lake 
of Lowerti, with part of the Wl of the 
Roisberg (p. 43-46.), leads through 
Satid, past the chapel of Ecce Homo, 
to Steinen, a small village, having two 

Einsiedein, memorable as the birth- 
plsce of Wemer Stauffacher, one of 
the three coiupiralors of the Grutli 
(p. 57-)- A small chapel, adorned 
with rude firesco of scenes from his 
life, and the battle of Morgarten, is 
dedicated to his memory. It was 
built in 1400. The Batt/uMue U as 
oldas nil. (Seep. 190.) 

3 SckayU. (Route 17.) 

" TravelleiB bound from Einsie- 
deln to the lUgi or Lucerne, need 
not enter Scbwyti- Soon after leav- 
ing Steinen, a road branching off to 
the rt leads, in about IJ hour, to 
Goldao (where the ascent of the Rigi 
begins, and hones may be hired at 
theCbeval Blancp. 46. 49.). Tbai 



vehidca riitnild be sent lotind to meal 
them at Kussnacht, if they are grang 
to Lucerne. The summit of the 
Bigi may be eamly reached in 9 bonn 
ftom Einsiedeln." — C. D. 



10 stuoden— S3) Eng. miles. 

A very rough obar-road asceiKia 
the valley as Gir as Muotta. Soine 
distance may be saved to the pedra- 
trian by keeping to footpaths known 
to the guides. The road crosse* the 
plain to Ibach, a village of scattered 
boDses at the mouth of the Muotta 
thai, which here assumes the charador 
of a Gonliacted gorge ; higher up it 
considerafale 



pabiliti 



I for cultivation ; i 






Then 



ascends the I- bank of the gtream, 
traversing Obcr Schooenbach, down 
to which point the Russians^ under 
8u*Brrow, drove the French com- 
manded by Massena, Mortier, aad 
Soult. in his desperate attempt to 
force his way through them to join 
the BuasiaD aiiny at Znrich, in 1 799^ 
" The bridge near this, which carries 
the road over to the rt. bank, was 
taken and retaken many times ; the 
mingled blood of the 9 natioiu crim- 
soned the stream which carried down 
their floating bodies-" 

Beyond Ried there is anothor 
bridge, and a third brings the tra- 
veller to 

^ Muotta, or Mutton, the priooi- 
pal village of the valley, on the rt. 
bank of the stream. The pariah cotv i 

tains 1480 inhabitants. In theneigb- 
botirhood is the Nanttaiy of Si. JotpA, 
a very ancient and primitive convent, 
founded lS8a The sisters are poor, [ 

and their mode of living homely; 
they make tbeitowo clolbn and their 
own hay ; the superior is called Fraa 
Mutter. They reaeiva viiita fiUm 



'MuoOa TAal~-.PatnfaePr^el. sor 



rtmg^ wiUxMit the intarTGOtian oT 
a ga^ag, and will mea give s lodg- 
ing to B rapectabU tisTclleT. Who- 
ewr aiuls himwlf af tbii muit re- 
member that the eoDTenl is too poor 
to aSbrd gratuitous hnpttajity. 
' On the night af the 27lh and 28th 
oT September, J 799, the inhabltuiti 
of the remote sud peaceful iiillej of 
lluotta were aurprkcd bf the irriTil 
of an army ot an unknown r 
and tongue, whose very oarne 
of them bad never heard, which 
pouring down upon their cottages 
and green fields ^m the heights of 
the Kimig Culm, b; palhlen abynea 
and precipices which the very sfaep- 
heids crou with difficulty and di 
These were the 24,000 Rua 
under Suwatrow, whose prei 
inarch out of Italy has already been 
detailed in Routes 34 and 73. " 
the general Grit heard the nei 
the defeat of Kuraabow and the 
Susaian army at Zurich. He al 
gaie no credence to the report, and 
would hate bung the peasant who 



Maoaana ; but the r^wblicans wva 
^ain repulsed with Ion, and driroi 
back neatly to Schvyu. Suwarrair 
eipeotad to be able to reach Zoriofa 
trom Glarus, there to jmn and rally 
the broken forces of Koiaakow ; but 
Moljtor, in perwHi. warned of hii qi. 
prOBch, took ponenion of the poaitioa 
of Niiiel), blacking up the outlet <^ 
the Linth thai, as Maasena had inteiu 
oeptcd his passage down the Mnotta 
thai, and the Rusaion oooe moie 
found his plana foiled and baffled. 
Fearing to be hemmed b on all sides 
by the French, he gave his troops ■ 
few days dI rest al Glarus, mtderad 
absolutely indi^iensafale by the fi». 
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I all sides; part of 
a followed h' 



>T occupied the tumnut of the 
Mnotta Ibal, and AlorCier and Has- 
•cna bloflked up its mouth. The 
bold attempt to cut his way out, 
tSrough the forces of the latter ge- 
neral, was di^feated, as already men- 
^ned, chiefiy by the unexpected 
arrival of a fresh reinforcement under 
I^ecourbe in person, though with vast 
loss to the French. The veteran con- 
queror was compelled for the first 
tine in his career, to order a retreat, 
and to adopt the only aitemaliTe of 
ascending the Tslley and crossing the 
Fragel into Glarus. The detach- 
meuls of Molitor's advanced guard 
were quickly driven >n before him, 
and the greater portion made prisHi. 
ars. Suwarrow'a tear-guard, how. 
•rer, encumbered with sick and 
vauoded, nai greatlj harassed bj 



Muotta to the pan 
Pragel (Suwairow's tine of 
marcnj is rather steep and stony, but 
is practicable for horses. The dis- 
tance from Muotu to the lake of 
Kldn Is calculated at about 30 miles ; 
about 3] to the foot of the ascent, 4 
to the cross, nearly 3 to the summit 
of the pass, Ij to Kloo, and 6 K> 
Auen, on the lake. 

Si The summitof the pass, 520(>ft. 
above the sea, is the boundary line 
of eanloos Schwylz and Glarus, It 
is rarely free iram snow before the 
month of June. 

The Klonthol, into which the tra- 
veller now descends, is exceedingly 
beaudful. On the rt. hand it ii 
walled in by the ClarniiKb rising in 
precipice^ termi- 
nated by a sharp edge of ice, and on 
the 1. by the Wiggis, tcareely leaa 
ibrupt Deep in the recesses of this 
ihannjog valley lies a beautiful Lata 
about '2 miles long, embedded deeply 
It the foot of the Gliirnisch, whoaa 
rast grey precipices descend at thii 
point almost perpendicularly into tho 
lunded by mea- 
dows of the most verdant green, -eo: 
rered until the end of autumn wiQi 
doTeri. The precipitous (tacks along 
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the side of the yalley, rfong which 
■mne ■dventurous Ptench pushed iur- 
w«rd in pursuit of the Russians, are 
ptnnted out Ebel deservedly calls 
theKliinthal ' une dea valines les plui 
ffracieuses qu^ll y ait dana les Alpes.' 
Two Swiss have imeiibed on a roct 
at the foot of the Glamibch, by the 
ude of a water-tAll, an epitaph in 
memory of Solomon Gessner, the 
paHoral poet, author of the Death of 
Abel, who used XO repair hither from 
Zurich, and spend the summer in a 
ohilet. This spot is about 8 miles 
^m Glarus. After passing through 
Riedern, the traTeller bo( 
the hu;h road, and turning 
■Ktii£ the Lintthal about 
4 Glana, in Route 78. 



13J stunden — 43j English miles. 
A char-roed as liir as Elm ; beyond 
that a footpath, difficult and fatigu- 
ing. 

About 3 mile* above Glarus the 
valley of the Linlh divides into two 
branches. Out of the 1. or E. branch 
issues the Sernit: it is sometimee 
called Kleinthal, to distinguish It 
from the larger W. branch, or Linth- 
tbaL 

At Enghi, the first village, there 
is no inn. Matt, another village, 
■Unds on the rt. bank of the Sernfl, 
and at the mouth of the minor vale 
of the Krauohlhal, up which runs a 
path to Sargans, over the Riaeten 
pass, 7 slunden. 

The quarries in the Platlenberg, a 
mountain of the grauvacke and clay- 
slate on the L side of the valley, op- 
posite Matt, furnish excellent slates 
for roofing or for writing. Most of 
thescboolsin Switzerland are supplied 
bma hence I and the slate was for- 
merly eiportcd down the Rhine to 
Holland and the Indies. This slate 
is well known to geologists for the 



beautiful and perfect caati of fbssil 
fish, in which it abounds, llie lower 
portion of the valley is unhealthy, as 

of goitre and cretinism (those afflicted 
with the latter are here called Tdl- 
pel, § 19.) I but the inhabitants of the 
upper eitremity are a fine and hardy 

4J Elm (where the inn is better 
than lower down) Is the higbest 
village in the valley. 

" There is a way from Elm to the 
Baths of FleSers — a latiguing walk 
3f 13 hours. The path ascends the 
Unter-thal, crosses tbe ridge of the 
ito the Wcistannen Thai. 
There is a tolerable path as far as a 
the E. slope of the pass ; 
heyond this tber« is scarcely any tracti 
of one, and the passage is not prae- 
^csble for mules. From this ch&let 
you turn to the 8. of E., and cross 2 
ravines into tbe Kalfiuier Thai, a 
mile or two below the source of the 
Tamlna, which rises at tbe head of 
that valley, in the glacier of Sardons. 
The scenery of the Gorge of the Ta- 
mlna is magnificently grand. The 
Kalfeuser Thai terminates at Vattis, 
at the foot of the Calands-berg, where 
the river suddenly alters its course, 
and bends to the N. Tbere is no vi]. 
lage where refreshment or accommodl^ 
tion can bo obtained between Elm 
and Viittis."— fT. C. 

At Vattis there is a little inn ; it is 
4 hours' walk up the valley from 
Pfeflers to Weisstannen where are two 
abominahle cabarets. PVom W^bs- 

Matt, over the RisentenGrat. N.B. 
Guides are necessary. 
_ At Elm the valley of tbe Semft 
divides again, and minor paths ramify 
hence~l, Cp to the head of the val- 
ley, and over tbe pass of Fanii, 
called, in the language of the Orisons, 
a( qwAa de Ptjax. I. j 2. The pass of 
the Segnea, which we propose to fiil- 
low. Near the Tschingel is the Mar- 
tinsloch, H singular hole or gap in 
the precipice, through which the sun 
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shines two or three timei in the year 
upon the village of Elm. 

dible march detailed in the preceding 
route, Temained like a stag at bay for 
three oi four days at'Glarua for the 
purpose of resting hia wearied troopB» 
though not a day vas passed without 
skirmishes more or leu teiere with 
the enemy. At length, fincUng it 
hopelees \o Mtaoli a French force now 

own, he adopted the tremendous, but 
only remaining alternative, of again 
loading his eihauEted and dimiuished 
followers OTer the highest crest of the 
Alps* in order to rescue tbem from 

himself with the scattered fragniBiita 
of the Rusuan army in the Giisons. 
He broke up from his quaiters on the 
5tb of October. The lateness of the 
seasoQ, the difBcuIties of the paHsage, 
and tlie vastly superior force pressing 
on the heels of his dispirited soldiers, 
rendered this a &r more hazardous 
CQlerprise than that which he bad 
. Dreviously accomplished. Themiser- 
le path up the Tolley would barely 






Hong, tl 



, jainfully wound its 
^gle file.* The difficulty of the' as- 
cent was greatly increased by a fall 
of snow 2 feet deep ; but, as though 
the hardships of the way were not 
enough, the indctatigable French, 
Mcending the opposite bank of the 
Semtt, allowed the Russians no re- 
spite from their harassing assaults- 
Numbers lay down, eiliausteil from 
fctigue, to perish on the snow ; many, 
slipping down the insecure fragments 
of date, and along (he rocks, polished 
bj the frost, were hurled oxer the 
precipices, and crushed in the abyss 
below, while the enemy's bullets were 
not slow in further thinning their 
ranks. After five days of toil, and 
four nights of little repose, since they 
were spent on the bare surface of the 
snow and the glaciers, where many 
men were frozen to death, Suvarrow 
crossed the ridge of Panii, hetveen 



7000 and SOOO ft. abore the tea, and' 
on the 10th of October gained the 
valley of the Rhine at llanz. Even 
un reaching the descent into the Gri- 
sonSf many perished in attempting to 
cross the fearful chasm of the Araiich- 
ka A!p. I'or months and montha 
the foul birds and beasts of prey were 
ged with their bodies, and the 



bone 



of n 



of the Jiilier. Thus terminated a 
march of 1 8 days' duration, perhaps 
the most eilraordinary ever performed 
by an army incessantly engaged, 
fighting a battle almost CTery day, 

tally unknown, and completely desti- 
tute of resources. This remarkable 

toEB of all his artillery, the greater 
part of the beasts of burden, and one 
third of his men. 

The Segnes pass, the best way from 
Glarua to Coire, ascends a minor val- 
ley running in a S. E. direction behind 
the village of Elm. The height of 
the pass aboTe the sea ii 7500 ft. It 
is about \5\ miles from this to the 
first village in the Grisons valley of 



11 Trins 

Sf Coiai, in Route 67. 

*,* Any additional information re- 
specting routes 75, 76, 77, 78, derived 
from persorul knowledge, would be 
acceptable to the editor. 



ROUTE 77. 



20 stunden =65J English mile* 
It is scarcely possible to walk 
from Reichenauto Andermatt in less 
than two days, and chars cannot he 
used. As £ir as Dissentis the scenery 
is, in parts, very fine i not unlike Dee-. 
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Ha ID Scotlsnd. Thence to Auder- 

The number of siDsIl caaAm on heigfau 
abore the RhioB is Temarksble ; it is 
aa much the ciutellsted Rhine here 
a» beloir Ma^ence. 

The great past-road from Coire 
(Route 67), up the vaDey of the 
Rhine, ifl folloired as far oa 

\\ Reichenau (deecribed is Route 
S7>, where the waterg of the Vordei 
■ad. Hiuler-Rhein uDite. Thence- 
finward a cait-road, of the very worst 

tionupthe*8lleyoftheVoHM-Rhein, 
■nd will be, mcHt probabljr, for some 
time to come, though a new- caniBge- 
road to Disaenda ia promised. 'J'he 
want of roads and of inns, eicept at 
Ilanz, the pothousea which supply 
their plaee being of the most inferior 
kind, has hitherto prevented this 
beautiful dlBtricl being yisited by tra- 
vellers as much as it deserres. Quit- 
ting the high way, our cart-track 
Htrikea op the side of the hills on the 
1, bank a! the Rhine, to the village of 
Tamms, direcdy over Reichenau. 

N.B. The rood along Che S. bank 
of the river below llaoE, is more 
teresting than that on the N. At 
place it croBsea a fine ravine by 



vered v 



jridge, 






long. For some distance, along the 
load on the N. hank, the 
ei^oys a beautiful view up 
leja of the Rhme. The entrance of 
that of Hinter- Rhein, up which runs 
the road to the Spliigen, is guarded 
by the castle of Bhntzuns, backed by 
Tillages and church-towers without 
number. Beyond Trina the road 
turns aside from the Rhine, and 
beoda round a little monticule rising 
ill the midst of the valley into a amall 
sequestered baun, in the midst of 
which lies 

2) Fliras, a village 3960 ft. above 
the aea, named from the number of 
sources around it, adjbaana. Hei 
the path to Glarua, by the Segni 
Pais (Route 76), strikes off. After 
continuing some time out of «ght of 



a\ lianz (in Romansch, Glion, or 
Honj. _(fi,a; The hotel elegantly 
furnished, and well served). — lUiuc 
' the only place in the valley deseir- 

g the name of town, and is the 
capital of the Graue Bund, or Grey 
League, p. 1 SO. Its 568 inhabitants 
speak the Romansch tongue, and 
this dialect prevails in a large portion 
of the valley. This place, situated 
on the rt. bank of the river, eihihtts 
marks of poverty, though the oountry 
around ia fertile ; its walls are in • 
state of diUpidation, 

Ober Saien, a village on the same 
side of the Rhine as Ilanz, and about 
4 miles higher up, is German, while 
all the villages around it are R<w 
mansch. In its vicinity stand 4 
ancient castles, now picturesque riuns, 
^out Ij mile apart from one another. 
Their names are Mooreck, Schwarli- 
enstein, Riedburg, and Axenstrin. 
Before reaching Ober Sai, the road 

the 1. bank before arriving at 

Trons (in Rbcetian, Tron)— (ftn: 
Casa Nuova?) — a village in a smgu- 
Urly beautiful situation, at a litde 
distance &om the Rhine. Its 800 
inhabitants are Catholics, and speak 
Romansch. There are iron-worki 
in the vicinity. Trons is chiefly re- 
markable, however, as the cradle of 
liberty among the Rhtctian Alps, the 
Griilll of Orison history. Beneath 
the shade of the neighbouring forest 
the peasants met at the beginning of 
the 15th century to concert plant 
for liberating themselves and their 
children from the oppression and 
slavery of their feudal lords, three or 
four of whose castles, now in nuns, 
may sUll be seen frowning down &om 
the neighbouring crags. 

Near the entrance of the village 
stands the decayed but venerated 
trunk of a Sycamort (Acer Pseudo- 
platanus ; German, Ahorn), now pro- 
bably 6 or 7 centuries old, a mere 
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trunk, cloren and hollow, bebath 
irbose once spreading bruicbes Ibe 
deputies of the 



iriible 



. their 



cause, in March, 1424, Hud toofc the 
oub of fidelity to one another, and to 
theirfree omstitution then established. 
Such is the origin of the Gun 
Leaoue, Graue Suad, so called from 
the grey beards, or the grey home- 
qnin garb of the venerable assembly. 
Close to the sycamore tree stands the 
little Chapei of St. Anne, whose por- 
tico ia adorned with the mottoes, " In 
libertstem vocati estis ; " " Ubi 8pl- 
lituB Domini, ibi Liberlas ; " "In te 

fresco pmntings. One represents the 
first formation of the League, the 
principal figures being the Abbot of 
Dissentis, in the robes of his order: 
the eouut oi Ssi, with a white floning 
beard, and the lord of Rhcetzans. 
The o^er picture shows the renewal 
of the oath in 1TT8 : the deputies here 
appesT with starched JVills. and bair 
powdered and fiiizled ; in »lk stock. 
iuga and walkiog'Sticks. It is re- 
corded that the deputies on the da- 
iner occa«on, brought their dinners 
in sacks on their backs, which they 
hung up by nails to the rocks, wliile 
Uiey quenched their thirst in the 
brook which traverses the meadow 
of Tavanoaa. The more courtier-like 
deputie* of the second meeting wen 
more sumptuously lasted in the 
QUn^OD of the Abbot. 
' Hie inbabitanta of the upper part 
of the valley, about Dissentis, are 
Boman Catholics, as will become ap- 
parent tVom the increased number of 
churches and crosses. The mountains 
whioh bound it change &om lime- 
stoue to primitive rocks, and give a 
difibrent character ta its scenery. 

Opposite Sumvii, the valley of 
that name opens out; it stretches 
many miles 8., iai into the Alps. 
Beyond it the eye is arrested by the 
riew of the abbey and village of 
^ 9) i>>ueii(u — ( An : Rathhaus, 
lMd>— The Baudictiite Aibeg of Dis- 



sentis (in Ronlansch Mustal, or Mon- 
ster, from Lat. Monasterium) is ¥»- 
nerable as one of the oldest eccleaias- 
tical establishments in Switzerland, 
founded, it is said, by the Scotdt 
Monk Siegbert, a companion of St. 
Gall, and as the nucleus of eaiiy ■ 

country. It stands on the slope of 
a bill, protected by a forest above it 
from filing avalanches, an the I. bank 
of the Vorder- Rhine, at the Junction 
of the two Alpine torrents which' 
unite in forming that branch of the 
river. The word venerable will not 
apply to the actual building, fijTi 
though dilapidated, it is modern, 
having been built since 1799, when 
the ruthless French invaders burnt 
it, and along with it the library 
formed in ihe 7th and 8th centuHes. 
It must be allowed that provocation 
was given lor this act of vengeance, 
by the barbarous and cruel murder 
d a party of French soldiers, who 
had bsen disarmed and taken ptisonera 
by the Swiss Landsturm. and who 
were here set upon by the infuriated 
inhabitants of this part of the valley, 

The abbey has, however, an impodng 
appearance, from its size and position, 
towering above the bumble hovels of 
tbe village below, as Its rich and 
poweiful abbots, in the middle ageo, 
lorded it over their vassals. They 
were, at one time, firm allies of the 
House of Habsburg, and the abbot 
and his banner occupied the van at 
the battle of Morgarten. At a later 
period, however, 1424, Abbot Peter 
of Pontaningenwas one of the fbund- 
eis of Grifion liberty, who met under 
the sycamore at Trons. Dissentis it 
situated at a height of 3700 ft. above 
the sea-level. 

There is a sleep and difficult foot- 
path hence over the Lukmanier to 
Belliniana (Route 7B). another up 
the Medelser Thai, and thence down 
tbe Val Piora to Airolo, lOJ atunden ; 
a third, difficult and dangerous, runs 
N. over tbe Dodi-Grat, by tbe Suk^ 
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alp, to the Baths of Stachelbei^, 
Route 72, 

. The path ftom IXisentis up to the 
Dbersip leaves the Medeleer Thai on 
the]., andaBcenditheTaleofTavetich 
bj the I. bank of the Vi>ider- Rhine. 
naw reduced in breadth and Tolume 
to a mountain turrent. Tfae path 
panes the villagea Mompetavetacb, 
Sedrun, or TaTetseh, the chief place 
in the Talley, and Huaras. A narnnr 
gorge now leads out of the lower 
into an upper valley. I'his part of 
it is dreadliill/eiposed to aTalauchea. 
In ISOS one fell from the Ruenatscb 
upon the village of Selta, and killed 
4S bnman beings, and 337 head of 
oattle. Here b^ins the last and 
most difficult part of the ascent ; all 
regular track dLsaj>pesTS, and the nu- 
merous furrows worn by the feet of 
the cattle perplex the' traveller, who 
will hardly be able to find his way 



the 



4 Ciamot is the last vilUge i; 
valley deserving that name, and pro- 
vided with a church ; it is 5000 ft. 
above the sea. The valley of Ta- 
Tetseh is the cradle of the Votder. 
Rhine: it is supphed from 3 branches 
having thi ' 



h wall ii 



s upper 



mity. Tiie l.-hand branch flowi 
from the foot of the CritpaU, on the 
S. side of the valley, the middle froi 
the glaciers of the Seimadsn (Cim 
de Bsdus), the third comes from th 
Val Comara on the 8. At Ciami 
the l.-hand branch is crossed, and the 
middle branch fallowed for abo 
mile, after which, adieu to the Rliine ; 
a constant ascent leads the traveller to 
the summit of the pass of the Ober- 
alp, 6174 ft. above the sea, by the 
cross between the Catmot and &se 
Neugallaa. 

On reaching the opposite declivity, 
a small lake, ftmed br its trout, lies 
at the foot of the traveller. This is 
the Obtralp-ste, one of the head- 
waters of the Reuss: it is beset with 



htbe 



»eller i 



pick his way cautiously. This spot 



the scene of a hard struggle' 
between the French and Austrians, 
' 1799. The path winds along the 
or Tt. nde of the lake. The vale 
of Urseren, with Hospital in the dis- 
tance, now opens out to view, and a 
long and wearisome descent, throU(^ 
a naked valley of pastures, brings the 
traveller to 

3t Andermatt, on the St. Gothaid, 
Route 34, p. 105. To walk hence to 
Dissenlis will require 6J hours. 



10 stunden = 32} Englidi miles. 
A footpath, much frequented in 
summer. The valley of Medels, up 
which it lies, runs in a direction 
nearly due S. from Dissentis, and ia 
traversed through its whole length bj 
the middle Hhiue. The entrance to 
it is by a rocky and wooded gorge, 
about 2 miles fiom Dissenlis, in 3ie 
midst of which the Rhine forms two 
cascades, and beyond which the va]~ 
ley opens out into a wide basin, lined 
with pastures and forests, in the re- 
moter parts of which the bear is still 
found, while the chamois ahauods 
on the granite peaks forming the 
highest summits of the surrounding 
Alps. The path runs through Cu- 
raglia, or Kuragla. Plutta is the 
principal place In the Medelser TTial. 
Ferdatsch is situated at the opening 
of the Val Cristallina, which runa in 
a S. E. direction, and sends forth 
one branch of the Middle Rhine. 
Another branch comes from the W. 
out of the Lake Dim, at ^e end of 
the Val Cedelina ; and a third, be- 
tween these two, issuea from the foot 
of the Monte Scuro. 

S Sta. Maria, a hospice, kept op 
for the benefit of poor travellers, 
nearly on the culminating point of 
the Pass of the Lukraanier(in Latin, 
Mans Lueumonius ; in Romansch, 
Lulunajn, or Quolm Sta. Maria), 
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5740 ft *bciTe the sea. It is said that 
the army of Pepin passed Ihis way 
A. D. 754. Pules, stuck into the 
rocks, loirk Ihe direcdoD of the path 
■crosi the Col. Paths branch off 
from the hcBpice to Aicolo, through 
the Vol Termini, or VbE Fomo. tHe 
Val Piora, by Altanca, Brugnasio, 
■nd Madrano^ 5)stunden. 

The path to Olivone and the Val 
Blegno detceods the Alpine Val Ca- 

S The Hospice of Caaaccia ; and, 
a iev milea lower, to that of 

S Camperiov both founded, it is 
>ud, by St. Carlo Borromeo, for the 
reception of travellen. 

1 Olivone is the highest Tillage in 
the Val Blegno, and stands at the 
piunt vhete the lateral valley c£ Ca- 
saccia joins it; it has about 740 in- 
habitant]. 

The Val Blegna (Germ. Palentei- 
thai) 19 traversed by the stream of 
the Breona; and a tolerable char, 
road has recently been formed along 
the 1. bank of the itream, from Oli- 
vone to Biases, on the route of the 
St. Gotbard (Route 34, p. 109.), a 
distance of 4 sluaden. 

Many of the chocolate- sellers and 

streets of the cities of Italy, come 
from the Val Blegno. 



Mayenfeld is an ancient vailed 
iawa of 1200 inliabilants, on the rt. 
bank of the Rhine, but at a little 
distance from the river. It sUuds 
on the high-road from Bregeni to 
Coire, about 13 mi1c« N. of the latter 
place. It is the chief town of the 
League of the 10 Jorisdictions 
<Zebngerich ten-Bund), There is a 
cross-road direct Irom Mayenfeld to 
Malans, but it is better to foliow the 
bigh-road as far as the Zollbriicke. 
a^ there to turo off on the L to Ms- 



lans. a village of 1054 inhahiEanti, 
oyerlooked by several ruined castles, 
and situated near the mouth of the 
PreUigau (Pratigovia, i. i. valley of 
meadows; in Romansch, Val Par. 
tens). The entrance of that valley i* 
through a narrow gorge Or defile, 
caUed Kins, a mile long, broken 
through by some geologicid pheno- 
mena, so as to give passage to th« 
waters of the Landquart, a furioua 
torrent The valley obnunds in fine 
scenery, is shut in by high mountalna 
and glaciers, is rich in pasture land) 
and is filmed for its large breed of 
cattle. It contains a population of 
about 10,000, who all speak German, 
though the names of places are all 
Homanich. The rt. or N. side of 
the valley, is occupied by the Alpina 
chain of the EJurtilum, which sep^ 
rates it from the Vorarlberg and fi-om 
the valo of Montafun. Its moat re- 
nurkable summits are the Falknii^ 
overlooking the Rhine, the Sceu 
Plana, and the Permund {Ftrran 
Mont), on the borders of the Enga- 
dine. It is crossed by several passes, 
— one is called Druscr-Thor. The 
road ascends on the rt. bank of the 
Landquart by Griisch and Schiersch 
to Riitinen, where it crosses the 

Fideris. About 2 milea S. of the 
village, in the wild, romantic vale of 
the Baschitscb, a tributary of the 
Landquart, stand the Bathf if Ft- 

of intermittent fevers, supplied by 
seteral allialine acidulous springs, the 
strongest of their class in Switier- 
land. Visitors are accommodated in 
two Bath Hmuei, capable of lodf^ng 
100 persons. The visitors are alnust 
eiclusively Swiss. 

Above the village of Fideria run 
the ruined castle of Strableck ; and, 
on the rt. bank of the Landquart, 
opposite that of Castels, wbich was 
stoimedaod taken, in 1622, by the 
peasants, armed with sticki aloof, 
ftom the soldiers of the Emperor 
Ferdinand, whoat that period wanted 
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to nuke bimielf master of the pawea 
of the GriiwDi, to eKUnguiab tbe Pro- 
tCBtml IBligion in this country, and 
to seise and bamsh its mlniBters- A 
path leads S., in 3i hours, orer the 
iBountaina, into tbe Schalflk-tbal. 

About 13 miles atwve Fiderie, 
on tiie rt. bank of the Landqturt, lies 
Kloaters (/nn, near tbe bridge), a 
village, named after a convent aup- 
prened 1528. 

Paths go from bence S. oret the 
Stutl into the Daioa-tlial, and E. 
over the Srhrttta into tbe Engadine. 
The hitter runs up the Talley of Va, 
reina, and down the valley of Siiss. 
Siiis is 9 Gtuoden from Klosters. 

DaToi (pronounced by the people, 
Daiaas). The Rathhaus was for- 
merly decorated with more than thirty 
inilTes' beads slain in the neighbour- 
hood, — proof of tbe prevalence of 
these animals, A wolf-net (wolf- 
game) is still btmg up here, but tbe 
auinuJa have diminished greatly in 
number, 

ROUTE 82. 



16J atundea =SQ^ English miles. 

Tbe long-projected carriage-road 
up the valley of the Oberhalbstein, 
and aciou the Julier, was fioiafaed 
1B39, and is now passable (or 
riages of all descriptions as br ■ 
Maufiti. There is as yet great wont 
of inns between Coire and 8l Man. 
liEx, J^ena is a tolerable dining- 
piaoe i but the traveUer will da well 
in slowing away some eatables in his 
wallet, in case of accidents. He will 
everywhere be able to procure the 
tolerBbte wine of the Valteline. 

On quitting Coirot the traveller 
leaves, on tbe L, tbe entrance to thi 
Sahal6k-tbal, and panes through tbi 
villages of Malii, Churwald^ and 
Farpan; then, over a bu'ran heath. 



•I] Iienz — (rntt: Krooe; not very 
good). Here the road divides ; one 
branch, a path, runs to tbe Albula 
(Route 83); the other is the carriage* 
road to the Julier. Beyond Iiena^ 
the Romansch tongue (p. 189) is 
almost eiclusively spoken ; even Ger- 
man is rarely understood, eicept in 
the inns. 

The river AlbuU is crossed, in 
order to reach Tiefenkasten (Rom. 
Cast*), (Inn eieerable,) a viUage. 
situated, as its name implies, in a 
deep hollow, at the entrwice of the 
Oberhalbstein, or valley running up 
to the foot of the Julier and Septimefi 
a distance of about 20 milea. It ii 
scattered over with ruins of castles ; 
DO leas than 10 of Hhicb may still b« 
counted. 

The path leading to the Albula 

the Obetbalbst^D. 

Immediately above Tiefenkasten, 
the road is carried through a remark- 
able gorge, called the iSlriii, iHticli 
has been compared, in the grandetir 
of its scenery, with the Via Mala 
(Route 87). 

3 Conters. Above thia lies Sa. 
TOgnin, or Sehwnningen. At 

1 Unien — Am — travellera are re- 
ceived at the house of tbe magiitiat* 
(Landvogbt), Dosch ; it is but btiitfe 
ble quarters. This part of the valley 
is very bleak and bare ; its inha- 
bitants, the women especially, havea 
most squalid aspect A constant 
and steep ascent through the villages 
of Rofna, niolins, (Muhlen), to reach 
which the road crosses tbe stream, re- 
crossing it to tbe next viUage of Soar 
and Marmels, brings you at leogtb 

9) Bivio Stalla (the Capudn, wh* 
acts as parish priest, would poanbly 
accommodate a traveller). This vit 
1^^ lies at the foot of two passea, tbe 
Septimer, on tbe rt., leading into the 
V^ Bregaglia and the Julier, in a 
direction nearly due £, It is ^BOed 
in a secluded basin, abut in by bi^ 



RewU S2. — Past o/tht JuHer— Sl MoutUx. 



215 



*U vegetation is itunted. Not ■ 
tree aaa grow in the neighbourhood, 
and the people aie reduced to burn 
(beep-duDg forfuel. Potatoes rarely 
ripen at this height — 5630 ft. abore 
thcH 



It takes about t 



jMtitr 



L Stalla 



the 



e the » 



lerel. The ascent is uot difficul^ 
and the pas is remarkably aofe from 
■mlauchei. Its soenerj is not par- 
ticularl; grand, the outline of the 
ntouQtiiuB being raimd. On tbetop. 
the road paasee between two ruddy 
bemi pillirE ot' granite (derived from 
the neighbouring mountains), be- 
Uered to be Roman, called JtJita'i 
Colwiiiu. They are about 4 ft. high, 
dastitute of inscription, but may have 
been set up as mile-stonea in the 
time of Augnatiu, who eauaed a 
Boman highway to be carried from 
Chiavenna over the passes of the 
Ifaljya and Julier. A carriage-rosd 



med a 



J St. 



was made, till very lately, to 
the approach to it through * 
halbrtein, liHle advantage wi „ 
by it. Flocks of Bergamesque sheep 
■re often found on the highest pas- 
tures, neat the summit of the pass, in 
nncmer. A still more easy descent 
leads into the Engadine, to the vil- 



3} SUvi 






Plana, situated between 

lakes, which are feeders 

irsoFtberiverlnn, attbi 

loads fVoni the tw( 



I of the Julier and Maloja, SSEO 

About 4 miles lower down, on the 
L bank of the Inn, stands 

1 J Sl. Mauriii. — There are three 
/juubere, the Upper (Obere), best; 
Uittlere and Untere Gaathof; the 
Scoommodation in all is of the home- 
liest kind. This little village is rising 
into repute in Switzerland as a water- 
ing-place, upon the strength of its 
tcry powertul chalybeatt 
' ^^ \ 1539, by "— 



spring rises at the foot of Mount 
Rosegg, on (he rt. bank of the Inn, 
A Kurhau) has been built over it. 
The water is heated to supply tbt 
baths. 

The village contains but 160 in- 
habitants. Its rituation is really de- 
lightflil, overlooking the Ion, and 
several iMSutiful green lakes which 
It river forms in this part of its 
irse. The climate is too cold to 
Dw even barley to flourish; the 
rrounding land is chiefly laid out 
pastures, which are let to Berga- 
mesque ^ephetdsi and there ar« 
some forests of larch on the neigh- 
Iwuiing mountains. The little lake 
close to the village, which is generally 
frozen over fVom 8[. Andrew's-daj 
(the end of November) to the be- 
ginning of May, fbmisbes capital 



on a Sunday, at Sc Afaurltz, be found 
the parish fire-engine drawn up by 
the ride of the pulpit — the church, in 
this and other villages, bnng some- 
what profanely used aa an engine> 
house. He found the office of watd»< 
man filled, and its duties discharged, 
by a woman, and a female also Oeco- 
pied the tltuali(Ki of baker, the bidw- 
bouse bring the property of tb* 
parish. 

The principal Eamrnoiu to be 
made from St. Mauriti are up tha 
valley to the Lugni See, the souTM 
of the Inn ( Route 89) ; to the gntt 
Bemina glacier (Route 85); and, 
down the valley to the pass of Fii»< 
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14jstundeD -■ 47^ Eng. milea. 
Tbe upper part « tbu nnite ij a 
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bridle- pith, bttrifly ptactkobU for 
ligbt caxu. A* iai u 

4{ Leni, It' is identical wi^ the 
preceding route, but at Lent it tuma 
round the shoulder of the mountnin 
to the E., leaiing TiefeaVuten on the 
right, and, pauing the vilUgc of 
Brinu, iseends the vale i^ Albula. 
On the left towen the Castle of Bel- 
fort, on an almoit inaccessible rock. 
In aboul 3 mile* more we reach the 
Baths of Alveneu, on the rt. bank of 
the Albuls, aod, crossing the mouth 
of the DsTos Thai and the itream 
running out of it, follow the Albuls, 
■scendiogi in a S. E. direction, to 

2j Filisur, a village on its rt. bsnk. 
Near it sMnd the ruins of Schlou- 
Giiefenstein. The inhabitants of 
this and the adjoining valley 
ttrale irom home to various parts of 
Europe, where they eietaise the 
craft t^ pastry-cooks, frequently re- 
turning hither to end their daji in 
opuleDce earned b; industry. Two 
tniles above Filisur are the aban- 
doned silver mines of BoDacelsa, and 
4 miles from hence the path enters 
the narrow ravine called Bergunec- 
Stein, which, like that near TieTen- 
kaaten (p. 212.), has been compued 
with tlie Via Mala. For a distance 
of more than 1000 fl. the path ia 
hewn, or blasted, out of the &ce of 
the rock, and the Albula roars at a 
depth of 500 or 600 1^. below. 

S Berlin (Rom. Bergogn), a vil- 
lage of about 600 inhabitants, chiefly 
Ptotestanls, speaking Romansch, and 
muleteers or carters by pnjfesHon. It 
is beautif^iUy situated among the 
mountains. A Protestant synod was 
beldhere 1617. 

A steep ascent leads to the inn, or 
chalet of 

S Weissenaliin, 4900 feet above the 
sea, in the vicinity of a flBall Iske, 
the fiiuntain head of the Albula. 
" A few stunted firs are soaltered 
about the lower end, where the water 
is shallow ; on all other aides the 
lake lies dark and treeless, beneath 
the fi-ightfiit pretnpices that tower 



shove." The ascent from this ptunt 
is very rapid, the path lies along the 
N. »de of the lake; traces of tha 
Roman road may be discovered near 
Ihii- A savage ravine, called Trum- 
mer-thsl, bccsuae HUed with fng' 
ments of broken rocks, burled down 
from the heights above, slong willl 
the avslsnches, which render this part 
of the pass dangerous in spring, 
brings the traveller to 

IJ the tumrait of the Aui of tit 
Albula. The culminating prant, 
marked by a cross, is6980 feet above 
the sea level; near it is another small 

lation. On the N. of the path rise 
the two peaks of the Albula — Crap 
Alv, or White Rock, T560 ft. ; and 
on the S. £. that of Fb Err, 8770 ft. 
high. 



15 stunden = 49 Eng. miles. 

A tolerable cbar-road, traverses the 
Engadine. 

The Engadine, or Valley of the 
Upper Inn, is nearly 60 miles long, 
and is one of the highest inhabitol 
valleys among the Alps, varying be 
tween on elevation of 5600 ft. above 
the sea, at Sils, the highest village, 
and 3S34 ft. at Martmabruck, the 
lowest There is no other vdloy 
among the Alps where so many and 
such large and populous villages are 
to be found at so high an elevation. 
Itjhos at least 20 tributary valleyi. 
Owing to this high elevation, and 
the icy barrier of enormous glaDier* 
which sepanitea it from Italy on Ibe 
S., it possesses a most ungeaial, nay, 
severe climate. In the ]aDguaf(e &[ 
it* inhabitants it . bas 9 mooA* ot 
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winter and 3 of cold weather. The 
only grain grown in it is rye and 
iMrley, ■ stunted crop ; and, in the 
upper parCion, potatoes rarely come 
to maturity ; yet il ia one oi the most 
t^ulent valley! among the Alps, 
though the source of its wealth i 
be sought for in another theatre 
the vaUey itself. lis inhabit 
avare of the InclemeTicy of theii 



jndofih 






an but little addicted to agrtcultui 
The lur&ce, where not actually bare 
rock, is either coiered with forests or 
oonverted Co pasture, with the ex- 
ception <rfamall patches on the lower 
grounds, set apart for the plough or 
apade. Yet even of this the natives 
appear to take small account j they 
let their pastures annually to the 
Bergamesque ^ephords, and intrust 
tiie mowing of their meadows and 
tiie gathenog of the hay barreit 
to l^roteae haymakers, who repair 
hither at the season when their la- 
bour is required. The sons of the 
ralley, for the most part, emigrate at 
an early age, scatter tbemseWes over 
all parts of the Continent, and rosy 
be found in most of the great capitals 
eierciung the professions of pastry- 
liqueurs, keepers of caf^ and sell- 
' chocolate. Many of C 



iogs really may be called splendid, 

though few are in good taste. The 
windows are few and small, to guard 
against admitting the cold. Poverty 
a rare, beggary almost unknown, and 
the people, who are, with the excep- 
tion of one or two parishes, Proteat< 
ants, are creditably distinguiihed 
for their morality, and ore oiempt 
from theiices common in other porta 
of Switzerland. Illeir pastors ore 
held in great respect, hut their pay 
li miserable, affording a striking 
proof of the working of a cn&ntory 
tyttem. The sabbath is strictly ob- 
served', strangers oniy are allowed 
on that day to ride or drive until 
after chnrch.time. 

The accommodation of traveUers is 
not much studied in the Engadine. 
The Innt (except at St. Maurici) are 
very inferior, and the traveller wbou 
resort) to them, must he prepared 
often to content himself with hard 
rye bread, baked only once a quarter; 
eggs, cheese, and perhaps coflee. 
The universal language is the LadiH 
(seep. 189.); l>ut among the return- 
ed emigrants, in almost every village, 
may be found individuals speaking 
French, Iialian, or even English. 
retired patissieia are 






the « 



calling : 



isiderable wealth, and become mil- 

letire to end their days by the side 
of the stream of their native valley. 
They display their wealth especially 
io the architecture of their houses, 
Tbich are distinguished by their 
large dimensions, by their decora- 
tions of whitewash and fresh paint. 
They arc usually decked out with 
fresco frieies. and pillars, remind- 
ing cHie of the pretension to taste of 
a cockney citizen's box near l^ndon, ; 
combined with the studied neatness 
of ■ Dutchman's country house, both ' 
squally unexpected and out of place, 
amidst the savage landscape of a 
GrisoD valley. Some of the build- 
Switi. 



well-infon 
seldom that the stranger will 



It find u 



Thew 



lieline may be hod good and 
cheap, and pastry (made with flour 
imported from St Call) Isset befor* 
tbe traveller in spots where wheatea 
bread is not to be had ; indeed, some 
villages, which cannot boast a shoe* 
maker or tailor, poseess 10 or 15 pos- 

The higher Alpine pastures of the 
Engsdlne are let out every summer 
to Bergameaque shepherds, from the 
vallefs Sunana and ISrembana, on 
the Italian side of the Alps — a wild, 
dark, and scowling class of men, but 
hardy and honest, clad in homespun 
brown and white blankets, and feed.< 
ing frugally on water pollenta of 
maiic-meal, and a littl,e cheese. , They: 
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arrive about the begintiing of July. 
with their flooks lean and meagre, 
lAer tlieir long march, perfbnned 
gmerally in the cool of the night. 
After a Hiliwry sojouni of nearly 3 
months, ipendliig often the night as 
well rs day in the open ait among i 
their flocks, they return home with : 
Attened liine aod long fleeces, which 
are sold to the wool manuftduren 
of Bergamo, 

JustbelowSt.MauriU,(p. ai5.)lhe j 
Inn, on quitting the small lake, forms i 
apretty fall. The first villages passed I 
are Celerina and Samadan (Sommo ' 
d'Oa, Rainutsoli;Bummum{Eni),the . 
principal and wealthiest village ia 
tile Uppet Engadine, with 500 inha- 
Utants. Opposite to it, the valley 
of Pontresina opeDa out, up which 
runs the road to the Bemiua (Koute 
63.). 

Beyond Bevers the path from the 
Albula ( Route 83. ) descends into the 
TaUey. 

At the fool of the Albula lie Pont, 
and Madulein, and over the tatter 
village towers the ruined Caitle of 
Gardmal, connoted with which the 
following story is told : — In the 
days of ^e Faustrecht, before Swit. 
■eriand wai-free, this castle was held 
by a tyraDoieBl and Ucentiotis seig- 
neur or buliff, who greatly oppressed 
die peasantry around, retaiobg in his 
pay a body of lawless soldiers for the 
purpose of overawing his neighbours. 
This libertine lord in an evil hour 
cast his eyes on the &ii daughter of 
Adam, a &rmer of the opposite ul- 
lage of Camogask. The maiden was 
itill of a tender age, but of surpassing 
beauty, like an openipg rosebud. 
One morning, her &ther, who doated 
ibndly on her, was surprised by a 
summons brought by two of the 
bailiff's servon Is, tooonveylus daugh- 
ter to the castle. Ilie &tber stifled 
his in^gnation, promised obedienoe, 
and neitmomiDg set out, conducting 
' r attired as a bride, and 
1 J>j a number of his 



friends in festive garments as to 4- 
wedding, but with moumftil mica. 
The lord of the cartle watched tbe 
^proach of his viotini with impa- 
tience, and rushing down to meet her 
was about to clasp ber, whm, ere hia 
polluting Up* could touch her fair 
cheek, her lather'* dagger was buried 
deep in his breast, and his comp4^ 
nioDS throwing off their | 
I gaib, and brandishing their a 
I weapons, lell upon the giuuds, and 
j made themselves matters of tb« 
I tyrant's stronghold. It was imme- 
I diately burnt, and from that day hea- 
dom dawned upon the aerb of the 
BngadiDc. 

3 Zuts, or Suot, is a village of SSO. 
inhabitants. An old tower still re- 
mains of tbe Stammhaus, or original 
castle of tbe &mity of Plants, vbo. 
as &r bnik ss 1139, held the Enga- 
dine in feof. The climate here first 
becomes a Utile milder, Zuts being 
sheltered from the cold blasts de- 
scending from the Malaya. Iliere is 
a path from Scanfs to Davos, over 
the SoaletU pass, 7830 ft., a distance- 
of about 90 miles. 

At tbe Poate Alto^ 'under the C*. 
sannaberg, is the ^vision between 
Uppar and Lower Engadine ; the- 
country is poor and not very in- 
teresting, but the road is rouj^r and 
more hilly. 

4 Ceraeti, or Zemets, is 
able village wi 

and two feudal toweis, one erf' whkh. 
anciently belonged to a branch of th» 
Flanta &mily, and ia called Wilden- 
berg. ■ Up tbe oppoute valley of 
Fomo runs a path into the Miin(t(C 
Thai, by the £ii^bni Pou — 6stni>- 
den ; " 6 hours' hard walking. It it 
a tolerable char-road, but may b* 
mistaken without a guide. After * 
gradual ascent from Zemetz, it de- 
scends into a desolate valley, wheie i« 
a wretched inn (3 hours) the osdy 
house between tbe two places, lb* 
top of tbe pass is leaobed in EJ hourc 
&om this, and a fine view is obtunad 
of the Miinster Thai, which iirMcAcd 
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■t Tiehierf (IJ fiour), 2 faoura more 
bring you to Santa Maria." By the Val 
Fomo you may leach Bormio, at the 
foot of the grand Fas of the Steliio. 

The nsmes Idvin, Zuti, and Ar- 
detz, tbree Tillages iu this part of the 
£ngadine, are B^d to be a Roznoiuch 
D«niptian of the I^tin I«Tinium, 
T\itiuni, and Ardea. 

The road vindi much up and down 
to reach the villages, whidi are often 
perched on the top of steep heights, 
as In the case of Guarda. Betireen 
Ardeti and Fettao, it also make* n 
wide sweep, away from the river Inn. 
Tansp, on the it. haul: of the Inn, op' 
pasiteFettan,iBtbeonlyIiomauCaiho. 
Uc village in the Bngadine ; its inha- 
Intaots difitr from their neigbboors 
in another respect, that tbey do not 
emigrate. Though less enlightened, 
per^ps, they devote themselTes to 
tilling their own land. 

4 Schuols or Schulz, Uie most po- 
pulous place in the valley, contains 
1143 inhabitants, and ia prettily 
utuated. There is much com-lond 
near this. Avalanches sometimes 
iUI from the hiU of Balluns behind. 
At Schuols, the first Romansch trans- 
lation of the Bible via printed IGT9. 
(See p. 189.) Perhaps the most pic- 
turesque scene in the £ngadine is 
near Remas, where a wooden taidge, 
60 feet span, ia thrown over tbe deep 
gorge called WrannkaTobel, through 

of Bamoseh. Above tbe bridge, 
which ia called Ponte Fiedra, rises 
tbe ruined castle Cbiamuff^ burnt by 
the Austrians in 1475. 

Tbe scenery of the valley of the 
Inn is very grand on approaching 

3Martinsbruck(Pomartlno). Here 
the traveller, after crossing the river, 
leaves the Inn to find its way directly 
through the pass of Flnstermiinz ; 
the path takes a more circuitous route, 
and ascends a considerable wooded 
eminence, forming the boundary be- 
tween Switseiland and Tyrol, and 
entera the Austrian dominions a short 
while before reaching 



Nauders, where there ia a tolenblc 
inn, about a mile distant from the 
remarkable defile of FlnslermiioE. 
(See HtNDBOoi fbr Sodth Gaa- 



10stunden^S3}£ng. miles. 

The Bemina is a very lofty cbaiiv 
of mountains, separating the valleyf 
of the Engadine and of Bregaglia On 
the N., from the VaJtelinc on ihe S. 
They vary in height between SOOa 
and 13,000 ft., tbe highest summilif 
being the Ligoncio, the Monte d^ 
Oro, the Ros<^ (Rosstch, and in 
Romansch, Ruseig), the Monte della 
Disgrazia, and tbe Pizio Scalim).. 
Several arduous paths oross it, but 
the most frequented is that called 
par ciceMaae, tbe Btmina Rat, c 
bridle-patb, practicable at its two ei-- 

annually by 700 or 800 mules. 

From Samadan tbe road tuma 8., 
ascending tbo Val FonCresina, l^ tittr 
rl. bank of tbe torrent FJal^ to 

1( Pontresina, a village having u> 
inn. From this place, an eieunion 
may be made in a 8, W. direction to 
the glacier of Bemina, one of the' 
largest in tbe Alpa, filling the uppcr 
eitremity of the Val Rus^g. The. 
Flats issues out of scare of ice called 
Sboocadura, at its base. This glacner 
b stated tu eitend without ioterrup- 
iion a disttnce of 50 miles. Several 
other arms or branches of thb vast 
sea of ice descend tbe side valleys on 
the W. of our route, and appear from 

I] Near tlie summit of the paag 
is an inn ; but a very wretched one. 

1^ At the culminating point, 71S0 
feet above the sea, are several lalLea, 
A branch path passes them, and d^p 
sceods at once to the village of PiMi- 
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.(Genn.Po«hlaO- The i 
b, luuslly taken, turns DfTto the 
extreiDLty of the La^ 



Cami 

II PLacidelU. the first Tillage in the 
Tjley of PuachiaTo. 

2j Puscbiavo, a village of 1015 in- 
habitants, the principal place in the 
Vslley, U mainly supported by the 
eonnderaJile traffic of goods through 
it Above it, on a height, stand the 
mins of Ibe castle of OligalL 

Nearly one-tbiid of the inhabitants 
of this populous valley are Pruteat- 
•nts, the language spoken is a cor. 
nipt Italian. 

About 3 milea lon-er down, the 
load skirls along the W. margin of 
the charming little lake of PuBCbiavo, 
Amed for its trouL 
■ 3 Brusio is the last Swiss village. 
On quitting the lake, the river passes 
tbrough a very narrow defile, barely 
allowing room for the road and the 
stream. It ii a raging torrent, and 
ai it approaches the Adda, requires 
to be restrained within stone dykes 
of solid masonry, which have, never- 
theless, proved insufficient (a protect 
its banks firom inundation. Beyond 
ttiii, the Vallellne, or Vale of (he 
,Adda, opens out at 

1 Tirano. See Habobooe for 

' SODIH OlBlIAMT. 

. The path deacending to Puschiavo 
is very rougli and steep indeed, and 
. muU be made on foot : thence to Ti- 
^juno is 4 fhar-road. 

' N. B. — Information is desired by 
the editor respecting Ibis and the pre- 
ceding routes. 



din. The road is excellent all 
Ihe way. It ia a drive of about 
6 bours, posting, from Coire to 
Spliigen, and about 4^ hours from 
Splugen to Coire. Eicellent mns at 
Andeer and Spliigen. 
From Coire ( Route 67. ), to Ruch- 



aau ther. 
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valley of 
the Khine; but ihe mountaiu Ga- 
landa, on its I. bank, is a conspicuous 
object. The road runs along a nearly 
level bottom as br as 

Reichenau, which is a group of 
houses situated at the junction of the 
2 Rhioes. Its chief buildings are the 
Toll-house (16 kr. paid for Z horses); 
the inn lum Adler (Aigle) ; and the 
handsome whitewadied Chaltau,Dow 
lotel, kept byan obliging host. 



pith re 



nublei 






nally a GOuntr}--seat of the Planb 
miiy. At the end of the last century 
it was converted into a scliool by the 
burgomaster Tschamer. In 1793, a 
young man calling himself Chabot, ar- 
rived here on foot with a slick in his 
bend, and a bundle on his back. He 
presented a letter of introduction to M". 
Jost, the bead master ; in consequence 
of which he was appointed usher, and 
for 8 months gave lessons in French, 
mathematics, and history. This for-. 
lorn stranger was no other than Louis 
Philippe, now King of the French, 
then Duke de Charlres, who had 
been forced by the march of the 
French army t ~ 

performance of the humble dutiei 
a EChooImasler, and in thai capai 
?tf equally beloved by it 
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Route 87. — Coire to Sptagen, 



T Rheii 



The juncrion of the rive 
£roiii tbe caetle garden 
BlniDdiint waters of the 
coining from the Bernardin And the 
fbot of Mount AduU. are of dirty 
blue; while those of the Varder 
Rhein, rinng in the glaciera of the 
Ctispalt and LukmaniSr, are ob. 
Eerred to be of a grey tint. The road 
up the Voider Rbeia to its source, 
and to Andennatt, on the St. Gotbaid, 
la described in Route 77. 

The road to the Spliigeu fbllova 
tbe cDum! of the Hlnter. Rhein. On 
tbe Tt. of it, as you ascend the hill 
beyond Reichenau, (he Gallowt may 
be Ecen Etanding in a field. A little 
further, on the top of a commanding 
rock on the 1. bank of the Rhine, and 
approached by a long bridge, rises tbe 
Canle of RbffiUuna (RborCia ima): 
it is still inhabited. 

This part of the Rheinthal, called 
the valley of Damleschg (Vallis Do- 
meslica), is particularly remarkable 
for the vast number of csitfu (21) 
which crown almost every rock or 
knoll on eithct side of the river, 
mostly in ruins, Eometimca standing 
out boldl; from a dark background 
of forest, at others so identified by de- 
cay, by the weather tints, and by the 
liijieu growch, with (he apparently in- 
acces&ible rocks on which they stand, 
as barely to be distinguished, Tlieir 
picturesque donjons and battlements 
contribute not a little to enhance the 
charms of Ihe landscape; tbey serve 
at the same time as historical monu- 
ments to commemorate the retolution 
by which the power of a tyrannical 
feudal aristocracy, the lords of these 
£istnesses, was broken, and their 
strongholds burnt by the pessanls of 
this valley, whom they had loug op- 

Another peculiarity of this district 
is the intricate intermiiture of lan- 
guage and religion. There are 
scarcely two adjoining parishes, or 
even hamlets, speaking the same 
tongue and profesung the same &ith. 
Thus ft Coire German is the prevail. 
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ing language, and Protestant tbe re- 
ligion of the majority; at Ems, the 
first village on the road, Romansch 
(p. 189.) is spoken, Tamins and 
Reichenau are Catholic and Germant 
Bonaduz, divided from them only bj 
tbe Rhine, is Reformed, and speaks 
Romansch. Rbcetzuns and Katiis are 
two Romish villages ; but In the first 
tbe language is German, in the se- 
cond Bomausch, The inhalntanta 
of Heinienberg are Protestant and 
German; atThu«stbey are Reformed 
and German; at Zillis and Scbanu 
Kefbrmed and Komanscb. Spliigea 
and Hinter Rhein form tbe boun^ry 
at once of the Romansch language 
and Protestant religion. 

Tbe castle of Orlenstein, on the rt. 
bank of Che Rhine, is one of the finest 
and best preserved id the valley : it ii 
still inhabited by the Travers family. 

Near the village of Ktitzis a beau- 
tiful view opens out, on the opposite- 
side of the Rhine, up the valley of 
Obeihalbstem, with the snows of 
Mount Albula (Route B 3.) at tbe 
termination of the vista. The river 
Albula enters the Rhine between 
Kiitzis and Hiuus. 

This part of the Rhine valley exhi. 
bits dismal traces of (he ravages pro* 
duced by the torrent Nolla, wbieb, 
rising at the base of the Pii Reverent 
on the W. of our route, joins the 
Rhine neariy at right angles to the 
direction of the couise of that river: 
It is subject to very sudden swells 
aAer rain, When it rushes down, tear-i 
ing up tbe rocks end carrying along 
witli It heaps of stone, mud, and 
gravel, which not only overspread ita 
own banks, but frequently block up 
the bed of the Rhine and cauH 
desolating Inundations. Thus a dis. 
trict, previously fertile and beautiAiIj 
has been in the course of a few years 
(since 1807) transformed intoadesert, 
and its fields either buried under 
stony rubbish or converted into marsh. 
The evil has been annually increasing 
fbr several years past, but hopes are 
entertained of arresting it Sod t^ 



32S jRoute 87.— Coin uS^pSiffm — TTte Via IStda. 

Hieiibg the land. With thi> view, 
«xleitaiTe dykes ve being constnicted 
dong the tnuilu of the Rhine. 

H Thusia— (inn: Post, tolemblc; 
'-Aigle d'Or,_a village of 6T0 in- 
hnbltBOts, finely situated on a terrace 
voder the HeLnzenberg. Thueis, ac- 
^Kvding to Bome, ia only the word 
3Wcio, the country of the Tuscans, 
wko first colonised these salleys, 
ehanged in the Bonumsch dialect 
'. Immediately on the outsids of 
Uluua the Nolla is crossed by a 
handsome hxidge. On the rt, at the 
end of the valley, appears the peak of 
the Piz Ueveren. By crouiog the 
Bbiae at Tbusis and taking a char 
road up the valley of the Albula, 
Wfabh is very pretty, Tiefenkasten 
(Route 83. )mar be reached after an 
intetesliDg walk of 5 hours. 
. Above Thusisthevalleyofthe Rhine 
aeemi closed up by the mouatuns; It 

aye discovers the opening of that sin- 
gular chasm which has cleft them 
ihrough, aSbrding a passage for the 
river, and in modem times, by irti- 
fiinal means, far the road. The rt 
ude of this colossal portal is guarded 
by the caatle of Riali (Rhcetia AICa), 
standing in the tuik between Uie At- 
biila and the Rhine, and fl-om its 
lofty platform. 400 ft. high, looking 
down upon both valleys. It is ac- 
eeasible only from the east : on all 
O^r lides the rock is a precipice. 
These mouldering ruins are tradi- 
tionally reported to owe their origin 
to Rhcetus, chief of the Etruscans, 
who driven out of Italy by an inva- 
■ioD of the Gauls, established his 
Btionghold on this spot a. c. liST, and 
transplanted into the Alps the people 
tnA language of Etruria. Theruined 
oliapd of St. John, on a neighbouring 
height is stated to have been the 
avUeet, and for a long time the only 
Cbriatian temple in the valley, where 
bimlhenism prevailed to a compara- 
tivdy late period. 

The Via Mau, which commences 
about a mile above TTuiBis, and es- 
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tends Kit a' distance 
miles is, perhaps, t 
and tremeodoiis defile in Switzerland. 
It is difficult to give, with any preci" 
sion the dimensions of thb gorge. 
which has cleft the mountains thnnigb 
the chine. The precipices, vbi^ 
often rise perpendicularly on both 

places 1600 ft. high, and in many 
places, not mare than 1 yards apart. 
The Rhine, compressed within Ihia 
narrow stony bed, to the width of a 
pigmy rivulet, is barely audible as it 
rushes through the depths bciow the 

The rocks of slate and limeston^ 
composing the walls of the ravine, 
are so hard that they appear to have 
suffered no disintegration from the 
weather ; the fracture is so ficsh and 
sharp that, were the convulsive force 
ftom below, which divided them, 
Bgun called forth to onite them. It 
seems as though the gulf vouid closer 
and leave no aperture behind. 

When the traveller enters the nunitli 
of the delile, the sadden transition 
from the glare of sunshine to ths 

leaves but a strip of sky viahle over- 
head, is exceedingly striking. The 
walls of rock, on both sides, afford 
naturally not an inch of space idong 
which a goat's foot could clamber) 
and, in ancient times, this part 
of the pass was deemed quite inao< 
cessible. The peasants gave it tli« 
name of the Lost Golf (Tmn 
perdu, Verlohrenes Loch) ; and, when 
they wanted to go &om Thun* 
to the higher valley of Schanu^ 
they ascended the vale of .the Nolla 
for 
the 



clan 



Suve 



ended <: 



the c 



side I 



rossed the mountains as befon^ 
but dipped down, from the village of 
Rongella, into the depths of the Via 
Mala, near the first bridge; still 
avoiding altogether the Troti peidu. 
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This Inooownient path, 'after being 
used for mOTe than 300 yrmn, was 
aapeneded by the prebentmagniflcrot 
liighwa; constructed by the engineer 
Fooobelli. Avoiding the useless de- 
tour, and the &tiguing ascent and 
descent, he at once plunged into the 
defile, and pierced the projecting 
buttress of rock, which had preTionaly 
denied all access to it, by the gallery 
or tunnel of the Verlohrenes Loch, 
316 ft. long, through which the rosd 
now passes. The view, looking back 
ham this, through the dark vista of 
black rock, and the fringe of firs, 
lipoo the mined tower of Reolt, and 
the sun-lit laliey of Domleschg. is 
Tery 'plesHng. The grooves of the 
bonng-rod, by which the very hard 
slate rock is everywhere streaked, in- 
di«ate how arduous was the labour of 
constructing this part of (he road. It 
was literally forcing a passage through 
the bowels of the earth ; and the 
whole width of the carriage way has 
been gained by blasting a notch, as it 
were, in the side of the mountain. 
For more than 1000 ft. it is carried 
along beneath a stone canopy, thus 
artificially hollowed out. The road 
is protected by a parapet wall, below 
which, at a depth of many hundred 
&et, the contracted Rhine trets the 
foat of the precipice. The road is in 
places steep, and fit for only one car- 
riage to pass. A little higher up, 
tbe gorge bulges out into a sort of 
basin, In the midst of which stands a 
aolitary house; but it soon contracts 
agun. and the scenery of the pass 
may be said to attun the height of 
grandeur beyond the first of the 
three bridges, by means of which 
tbe ^road is conveyed from aide to 
ude of the Rhine, 

This portion of the pass at least, 
Aould be traversed on fixX; the 
traveller, hurrying through in his 
tjarriage, is quite incapable of appre- 
ciating its awful magnificence. 

Tbe MiddU fri'i^e, a most striking 
bbject, from its gracefiil proportions, 
and the boldness with wtuch its light 



arch ipans the dark and deep gulf 
below, is approached by a second 
small gallery, protected by a wooden 
rvoftowardoer&lliogsCones. Here- 
abouts, the loftj precipices on tbe 
one side actually overhang those on 
the other, the direction of the chasm 
being oblique, and the smooth wall 
of rock on either side being nearly 
parallel, and scarcely wider apart 
above than below. Looking over the 
parapet of this bridge, the Rhirte 
reduced to a thread of water, is barely 
visible, hailing and foaming in the 
depths below. Indeed, in one place, ft 
is entirely lost to view — jammed in, 
as it were, between tbe rocks, here so 
slightly separated, that small stones 
and trunks of fir-trees, falling from 
above, have been caught in the chink, 

water. The ordinary height of the 
bridge above the river is 400 (L i and 
the water, as mentioned above, is in 
one place invisible at ordinary time*, 
yet, at the commencement of the 
fearful inundation of 1631 (already 
alluded to in several routes), the 
postmaster of Thusis, who drove up 
- "- " • during the st 



that the 
few feet 



;r had r 



within 



idge ; the roar was 

he drew up a little 
further on, in consequence of the road 
being destroyed, two mangled human 
bodies were swept past him by the 

flood. 

The road, again, is no more than 
a shelf hewn out of the face of the 
precipice overhung by the rock, so as 
to be almost a subterranean passage, 
and the width of the defile is, in 
places, not more than 24 ft. Sen 
the third, or upper bridge, 1 



-built 1 









open valley of Schams (Seiamni- 
ensis, f^om six brooks, which bll 
into the Hhine tram its sides), whose 
green meadows and neat white co^ 
tages have a pleasing etTecl when 
contrasted with the gloomy scene 
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r, suffered 



behind. It has, howi 
much froin the inundaunn oi laai, 
which convened the TslUy into a 
laJcef destroyed b great part at the 

sary. rhe first vUl^e is Zillii; 

ing the following inscriptioa, was set 
up, b; the road-side, on a bridge, 
after the completion of the gtCAt 
highways orcT the Spliigeo and Ber- 
nardine : — " Jam ciu pofet Koilibiu 
tt amid: Cmcte, RhaH I Simplidlat 

totem." 

1 Andeer — ftm ; Post ; very good 
and cheap — bed, tea, and bieak&Bl, 
co«t IJ fi. each. It cuntains taineral 
batht, but they are not much used. 
This is the chief Tillage in Schanu, 
and has 400 inhabitant?, who like 
their neighbours, are Protestant), 
and speak Romonschlp. 189. )■ Over 
the doors of many of the cottages, 
quaint leraea and mottoes in tliat 
Unguagt 



Above Andeer a 



■y_ large h 



slip or bergfall occurred' in fsSJ, b; 
the giring way of a mountain, which 
buried the road, and, for 1 6 days, cut 
off all communication up and down 
the valley. Luckily it happened 
in the nigbl, so (hat no one was 

The mined castles, visible in the 
valley of Schams, have an historical 
interest, from being monuments of 
the dawn of Grisoa liberty. In the 
last half of the fourteenth century, 
they served as the residences of bai- 
lifis, iwingherrn, or iandvoghts, de- 
pendents of the Counts of Val» or of 
the Bishop of Coire, petty tyrants 
and oppressors of the poor — akin in 
character to Gessler, the victim of 
Tell^i vengeance. At length a pea- 
sant, of the Schamser Thai, named 
Jean Chaldar, eissperated at the 
■ightoftwo horses which the chate. 
lain of Fardun had turned out to 
grate in his field of green corn, gave 
vent to his anger by killing the ani- 
mals. He suffered punishment for 



this act by being long detauted pit' 
soner in a dark dungeon. One day, 
after his release, the chatelaiu of 
Fardun. in passing his cottage, en- 
tered as the femily were at dinner, 
and, when invited to partake of their 
humble meal, evinced his contempt 
by spitting in the dish. Cbaldar, 
roused by this filthy insult, seised th« 
oppressor by the throat, and thrusting 
hi9 head into the smoking dish, coio- 
pelled him to partake of it, aayingj 
** Malgia ses la pult cha tl has ctm' 
diit" — " Eat the soup thou hast thtis 
seasoned." Hiis bold deed Eervedat 
a signal for a general rl«ng| the 
peasants flew to arms — and the 
castles were stormed and burnt. One 
of the first that fell was Biirenhurg, 
which is passed on the I. of the road 
after quitting Andeer. " It is worth 
the traveHcr's while to stop bis car» 
riage at the mouth of the Val Fer- 
rera, and ascend it as far as the 
first &11 of the Aversa, 10 minutes' 
walk. The second and more con- 
siderable blls are one hour's walk 
higher up.— S. 

As soon as the road bos crooed the 
mouth of the Val ¥enera and the 
stream of the Aversa, it b^ins to 
mount in zigzags into the gorge of 
the Rofla, which closes up the a end 
of (he oval vale of Schams, as tbe 
Via Mala does the N. Its scenery, 
though fine, is vastly inferior to the 
lower pass. The Rhine here descends 
in a caUract, called the &1I of the 
Rofla. It dees not rank as a firat- 
rate waterfall, but the scenery around 
is picturesque — the sides of the val. 
ley being thickly wooded, and tbe 
river studded by saw.mills, where Ih* 
timber of the neighbouring fiiresti 
la sawn into planks. A timber-slide, 
simiEar to that of Alpnach (Routo 
19.], was constructed to convey the 
trees to the borders of the Rhine. 

The oldest mule-path, which tra- 
verses this valley to Coire, crossed 
the river by a wooden bridge, still 
standing, to Suvers, where it began 
painfully to ascend the mountains, 



SotUe 87. SidHgen. — 

and proceeded along Che high ground 
to descend agmn at Thusis. 

The new road leaves the bridge on 

cut in the rocit, then crosses to the I. 
bank of the Rhine, and soon reaches 
1 Spliigen (Ital. Spluga) — /im ; 
Post ; also called Bodenhaus ; one of 
the best inns in Switzerland. This 
little village is situated on the Rhine, 
at the point of departure of Che two 
Alpine passes oT the Spliigen and 
Bcrnardin, at a height of 4711 ft. 
above the sea. It suffered most 
severely tiom the flood of 1834, whicli 
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leof « 



had been seated 
meal not an hour before. Five human 
beings perished by this catastrophe, 
the elTecta of which were still pain. 
taWy visible in 1B3T. The covered 
bridge aver the Rhine escaped almost 

was soon annihilated. 

Spliigen is the chief place in the 
desolate pastoral vale of the Rhein- 
wald, and anciently belonged to the 
kirdH of Sax, in the vale of Misocco, 
on the S. slope of the Bemardine, 
but it afterwards joined the Grey 
League. 

The atmosphere is very chilly here, 
and barley barely ripens. 

The village prospers by the con- 
stant passage of goods and travellers 
to and from Italy. In autumn it is 
thronged with drovers; large herds 
of cattle and many horses, then cross 
the Alps for the Milan market 

An escursion, which lies within 
the compaM of a day returning to 
Bleep — the inn at Hinterrhein being 
wretched — may bemade from Spliigen 
to the Source of the Sinter- Rhein. 
It will occupy S hours going ; 2 along 
the post road, 2 on horseback, and 1 
on fbot : it is described in Route SO. 
p. 331. 

Strassburg may be reached in 36 
hours from Spliigen, going by steam 
serosa the lakes of Wallenstadt and 
Zurieh, 



To Colici 



> posts =44] English 

A diligence goes 5 times a week 
over the Spliigen to Milan. With 
post-horses it takes 7j hours to go 
from Splugen to Chiavenna, inolud- 
ing stoppages. 

N.B. Without an Austrian minis* 
tcr's signature on the passport, thd 
frontier cannot be passed; and tt» 
traveller unprovided with it, will in- 
evitably be turned back on the sorn* 
mil of the mountain, A toll of 15 
hatz is paid for 2 horses, betweenn 
Spliigen and the Austrian frontier. 

The Spliigen road, turning to th« 
1. from the village of tbit name 
(p. 224.) crosses the narrow wooden, 
bridge over the Rhine, and quii 



the 



I up I 



valley of the 



iptiigen, by 



Oberhausen-bach, i 
which joins the Rhine . 
an entirely new line, 
having been demolished by the dis- 
astrous tempest of 1834. Indeed, 
this little valley presents one sweep 
of desolation ; road and bridges 
havmg been entirely carried away* 
and enormous piles of broken roeks 
spread over its sides and bottom. 
The new line, however, on this ^de 
of the mountain, constructed bjt a 
4 engineer, employed by the 



rctpecC, a great i 



1, 18, 1 



the old 



. little 



Spliigen jl is carrit 

Qcl, 262 feet long, supported by a 

Gothic arch. 

After surmouuting the district of 
fir forests by an almost uninterrupted 
slope, the road reaches the summit 
of the pass, GB14 H. above the sea, 
by means of 16 skilfully conducted 
ligcags, by which the ftos of tba 
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mountain in scaled. Along this nar- 
nnr ridge, which is 4J miles from 
Spliigen, and more than 1800 Teet 
above it, Tuns the boundary lice of 
Switzerland and of Lombard;. Al- 
most immediately »Aer surmounting 
it the road begins to descend. Upon 
this slope liei the first cantoni^ra, or 
house i^ refuge ; and, lower down, a 
■eria of tourniquets conduct to the 
' Anstrian Custom-houEe and Pasft- 
port-office-.— a group of buildings, in- 

.velleis. 



fbr the 



t of ti 



luggage searched, and the tiBieller 
must often reckon upon no inconuder- 
able delay, espeiially if he arrives be- 

Dar-hour. The custom-house stands 
at one end of a sort of oval basin, 
surrounded by lofty mouotain peaks, 
among which, on the rt of the road, 
■ t of the Spliigen, ' ' 



nmg 



gUcien which feed tt 
lowBids Ilsly. It 
Uone desolation ; not a shrub of any 
kind grows here ; no regetation is 
SMQ but licben. mosses, and a lillle 
•ouse grass. The snow ofien reaches 
up to the windows of the first story 
of Ibe houses. 

. The route cf the Spliigen was com- 
pleted by the Austrian Government 

road oier the Bernatdin, which, hid 
the Spliigen been allowed to remain 

withdrawn Irom it all the traffic into 
Italy. Tile en^neer employed in 
this undertaking was the Chevalier 
DoneganL The old road, a mere 
hcidle-pBth, proceeded from this ele- 
vated valley, or basin, direct U> the 
TiUage of Jsola, througfa the defile of 
the Carding a roost perilous spot, 
from its dire and constant exposure 
to bllinir avalanches. 
. The French army of Marshal Mac- 
donald, who crooed the Spliigen be- 
tween the 27th November and 4th 
Deoember, I SOO, long brfbre the new 



It IQfllT- 



and storm, and other alnt 
mountable obstacles, lost nearly 100 
men, and as many horses, chk^y in 
the passage i^ the Cardind. His 
cotumua were literally cut through 



and beast swept o 









n the abyss beloo 



me 



cairiage-road very properly avoids the 
gorge of the Cardinel altogether, but 
the way to it turns oCf from the se- 
cond wooden bridge crossed OQ qnit- 

Near the scattered bamlet Tegi- 
nate, the descent re-commences, and 
soon after, the road is carried through 
the first great gallery more than 700 
ft. long, 15 ft. high and wide, fol- 
lowed by a second, G42 ft. long, and. 
after a short interval, hy a third* 
1530 ft. long, lliese galleries, the 
longest on any Alpine hi^ road, arfi 
constructed of the most solid masonry, 
arched with roofs, sloping outwards, 

pillars, and lighted by low windows 
like the embrasures of a battery. 
They were rendered necessary to pro- 
tect this portiou of the road from tail- 
ing avalanches which habitually de< 
soend the face of the mountains, and, 
which, if not warded oiT, would have 
swept away the road the first yeat 
after it was made. 

Froni the entrance pf the second 
gallery, there is a most striking vieir 
down upon the roofs of the bouses of 
Isola, and the long line of ligz^)^ 
abandoned since 183S, by which &e 
traveller originally descended to Chia- 
venna. At the villageof Piananoifa 
cluster of pitcli-ccJouled hovels.) tb« 
new line, ^er descending 3 angular 
terraces, turns off to the 1., and firom 
this point is carried partly In a gradual 
slope, partly in sigiags, to the village 
of Campo Dolcino. This alteration, 
by which nearly 3 miles of distanoe 

account of the injury done U> the cAA 
line by the storm of 1 B34, and also bf 
the great daCigers to which that part 
of the route, between laola and Ihs 
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Curade of the MedesBiQio, -was ei' 
po«d from sTalanches, which fall re- 
golu'ly into the sayagi; glen of the 
J^ra below PiaDozzo, producing an 
almost tnntuti loss of life. In J835 

whelmed by the snow in this glen, as 
tbej* were retumiag fr^ic conducting 
ihe diligence oo a sledge over the 
The postilliun being 
a rock, which fortunately 



aouDlain. 






ad, dre 



the horse he rode under the cii 
toon a» he heard the cnah ; to this 
BlrcuTnatance he and the anitnai owed 
their preseitation. AlLhougfa buried, 
like the leit who perished, the; were 
reicued and dug out alter an inipri- 



Rhine 



rough ii 



a the : 



stream of the Msdesaimo. witbin a 
few yards of the verge of the precipice 
over which it throws itself in a beau- 
tiful &]], SOOA. high. The view, 
lookiog down the fiiU from a terrace 
Dear the bridge is rery fine ; it is also 
well seen from the difierent winding 
terraces down which the road is 
carried. After crosmng the bridge, 
the road traverses a' new gallery, 25 
metres lung, and thence gradually 
descends upon 

, SJ Campo Dotcino, which, in spite 
of its aweet-sounding Italian name, is 
but a poor village, with a poor inn 
(Post), to be avoided, on s small 
dreary grassy plaio, on the holders of 
the Lira. 

A further improvement has been 
made in the continuation of the road, 
^rbich« on fjnitting the plain, threads 
the gorge of St. Giacomo ; an in- 
BcriptioD, by the road side, comme- 
-moiates its completion by Carlo 
Donegani, in (he reign of the Em. 
peror Francis JI. The sight of the 
-tourniquets of the old road, painfully 
aigiagging out of the gorge below, 
'which a heavy, carriage could sur- 
Jmont only by the - strength of 6 



hones, will cca*ince the sfvAttat 
how great this improvement really 
ia. It has been effected at consider* 

able labour aod expense, by cut^ 
ting through the rock. The vale at 
the Lira presents a singular aspect 
of desohition, from the quantity and 
_!__ _5 .!_ J fallen locfc 



vhich 



boui 



rely fill the lower part of 
They are fragments of theneiglh 



posed of a species of white gneisa, 
exceedingly brittle, and which, after 
exposure to the weather, assumes A 
red colour. It must have been s 
difficult task to carry a road through 
such a wilderness, between sueh a 
labyiiiitb of detached blocksi and it 
is, accordingly, in many places Dar- 
ings very sharp, and tha 
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desolation in this fractured valley 
would be greater were it not for the 
rich dark foliageof the chestnut trees 
of very large size which now begin 
to sprout out from among the rocks, 
so as to mask their barrenness. The 
tall white Italian campanile of the 
church of Madonna di Gallivagglii, 
amid such a group of foliage, con- 
trasting with the tall precipices 
around, forms an agreeable picture. 
Near it, at the village St. Giacomo, 
whence the valley ia named, the Lira 
is spanned by a bold bridge. 

A mile or two farther on, the val- 
ley opens out, and Cbiavenna ex- 
pands to view, a picturesque town 
beautifully situated, under an Italiaa 
sun, surrounded by hills clothed with 
the richest vegetation, with vines, 
figs, and pomegranates. 

I Chiavenrut (Germ. Clefen) -, 
Inn: Conradi's very good ;— Post. 

ChUvtnna <Clavenna of the an- 
cients), a thriving town of 3040 in- 
hibitants, is charmingly situated close 

to iropend over it, at the junction of 
the valley of St. Giacomo with th^t 
of the Meira, called Bregaglia. Be- 
yond this beauty of situation there is 
very little here to interest the passing 
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tn*eller. The Itiwi 
benefit from its poaition on tbe 
Spliigen road, and muntoina leveral 
■pinning milU for ailk *nd eottoo. 
'An ingenious manu&cturer, named 
VwiOMi, at one time vore here a fire- 
proof cloth of asbestus, a mineral 
which ibounda in the mountBins of 
the neighbourbood. Opposite the 
innis a pictiue9(|ueruined Caiili, oo 
the top of a rock, which once b^ 
loDged to the Salis fiimily : the pre- 
■ent oirnen deny atrangen all acceaa 
to it. The principal Church of St. 
Jjiwmc€ bAs a tall campanile stand- 
ing within B square incloaure, sur- 
rounded by a cloister. On one side 
tve two bone-houseg, filled with 
skulls, and, adjoining them, iu the 
octagonal Ba/^iilery, is a curious 
ancient Mane font, sculptured with 
rude baa-Telie& which will interest 
the antiquary. The citizens keep 
tfadr Valteline wine in natural grot- 
toes, at the toot of the mauutaini, 
which form eicellent cool celUn, and 
are called Venlorali. 

Near Pleura, about 3 miles up the 
Tal Bregaglia, msmorable for ibe &te 
of its inhabitants, who were buried by 
thefallofa mountain (see p. 330.), is 

•ware for culinary purposes, made out 
of potstone (lapis ollaris). Tbisstone 
is easily cut, or turned in a lathe, 
and is able to endure heat. Pliny 
calls it lapui Comensis, from its being 
exported from the lake of Como : the 
Inanuhcture has greatly dwindled 
down at present 

The road up the Val Bregaglia and 
over the pass of the Malojia, and the 
description of Pleutt, are pven in 
Route 89. 

Cblavenna belonged to the Dukes 
of Milan down to the Ifith century, 
when the Swiss became possessed of 
it, and it formed, with the Valteline 
and Bormio, a slate subject to (he 
tanton of the Grieons. Napoleon 
added it to (he kingdom of ^Italy, as 
lying on the S. Hdeofthe Alps; and 
die CongreiH of Vienna, by the 



role, transftrred it to the Empire of 

The FaSof At Qanbno, about 4 in. 
from Cblavenna, is worth notice. At 
the distance of half an hour from tbe 
town on the Kiva road, the river on tbe 
rt. must be crossed. A walk of half 
an bout leads thence to the Fall.— J'. 
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Travellers should not stop for the 
night any where between Cbiavenns 
and Colico. Malaria hangs over the 
district around the embouchuTCS of 
the Meira and Adda, and the stranger 
who neglects this warning (§ 19.) 
may pay for his temerity hy a tever. 
Vareana, on tbe E, shore o( the laki^ 
where there are good inns; Bel- 
laggio, on the ptunt of the promon- 
tory between the lakes of Lecco and 
Como, or CadoniOibia on the W. 
shote of the lake, are all safe and 
CBpilat quarters, and the traveller 
ought not to stop to sleep till he 
reaches one of them, 

1 Novate, a small village, to whieb 
bos been n ' 



Rivo, 



Ibe 



N. extremity of the I^go Meixohi, 
called also Lago dl Riva. It ii a 
most picturesque small lake, so walled 
iu hy mountains that, until a few 
years, there was no road by tbe ude 
of it, and travellers were carried 
across it by a tedious navigation in 
flat barges; rendered difficult and 
intricate hy the annually increatuig 
deposits of mud, which form ahoali 
between this lake and that <^ Como, 
and prevent the steam-boat ascend- 
ing to niva. The naked and savage 
mounuins around have a very pecu- 
liar outline. Their sides ore fur- 
rowed with ravines, down wblcb fu- 
rious torrents precipitate themielvn 

strewing tbe mar> 
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cooed ihe greateat obUsoles in cross- 
ing the debris at Ibe mouth of 
these rSTloes. The Codera, one of 
the most furioUB torrents, spreads out 
its wsste of Toclis ami gravel in tbe 
shape of a fiin, for a breadth of at 
lewt half a mile. This river at ordi- 
niTf times trickles through tbe stones 
in 3 or 4 psItTj driblets, croned 
by wooden bridges, under which tbe 
imter is turned by the construcrion of 
Utificial canals, flanked \>y wedge- 
tfai^Kd dams and dykes. After tra- 
' Ter^ng this desolate space, the road 
is carried through two galleries ex- 
ca*Bted in tbs rock, and looa after 
emerges upon the delta of the river 
Adda, flowing {rom the E. out of the 
Valteline into the lake of Como. 
There can be little doubt tbat the 
lake arigina1]j bathed the feet of the 
mountain on this side; but in the 
course of ages, the deposits brought 
down by the Adda and Meira have 
so fkr encroached on it as to form an 
AltensLve plain of swamp and morass 
breathing pestitenoe, through which 
the Adda now winds in a serpentine 
course. The new causeway stretches 
in a straight line across this morass, 
(Musing the Adda upon a long 
wooden bridge, too narrow for mora 
than one carriage at a time. Near the 
feentre of the plain the great road to 
tbeStelTiobrancbesoO'anthel. (See 



The Spanish Fort Fuentes, built, 1603, 
as the key of the Valteline, on a rock, 
Vnee, perb^M, an island near the 
Mouth oir the Adda, is left on tbe rt., 
ind tbe margin of tbe lake of Como 
"a reached at 

1 Colico, a lillage situated under 
the Monte Legnone, immediately 8. 
of the embouchure of the Adda. It 
is less unwholesome than formerly, 
owing to the drainage of a Isrge por- 
tion of tbe marsh-land. It is not, 
Iiowever, a good halting-place ; tbere 
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Ihe tleiait-hoai ftom Como arrive* 
dIF Cotico every day, eicept Sunday, 
about noon, and immediately returns. 
It will totich here to embark or dis- 
embark a carriage, if notice be sent U> 
Domaso, otherwise it brings to at 
Domaso, on Che opposite shore, and 
passengers are conveyed thither in 
boats. Boats may at all limes be 
hired here to eross or descend the lake, 
but they are scarcely safe for carri- 
ages. Ilie magnificeut carriag».road 
of the Sultio is carried along the E. 
shore of tbe lake, traversing several 
remarkably long tunnels excavated in 
the solid rock ; it is well worth ex- 
ploring, at least as iar as Varenna, the 
next post station from Colico, where 
the inns are good. 

A diligence goes once a week from 
Mflan over the Stelvio to Innsbruck. 

Como and Milan are described in 
the Hamdukie Kia Nokth Italt.) 



8^stundenT<2TEng. miles. 

A carriage-road up the Val Bre- 
gaglia and over the Maloya has been 
many years in progress. At the point 
of departure from Chiavenna, a large 
bridge requires to be built, which ii 



D the 



iclicable fi 



. .-s~ ~ Casaccia, and over the 

Septlmer to Bivio Stallo. (Informa- 
tion is desired respecting the present 

dation for travellers in the Val Bnv 

gaglia. Ed.) The ii 

Bregaglia 

Vicosoprano. 

Tbe road ascends by the rt. bank 
of the Maira, and about 3 miles above 
Chistenna posses on the oppodte 
side of the river (in face of a pretty 
oaseade formed by the A«qu» Frag' 
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grave of the villtg* of i^ri, bulled 
with it* S430 inhabituiU, by tbe 
ftU of Manle Conto, on the nigbt of 
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beautiful and thrinng place, peopled 
bj industrioui iahabitanta, and con- 
tuned numeioui tDIhs, the Mimmet 
iHort of the dtizens at ChiavenoB. 
It now liea beneath a he^> of loAa 
and rubbish, 60 ft. deep. Every roul 
within it perished, and the long con- 
tinued exeavationH of all the labourcn 
that oould be collected from ftr and 
near failed in rescuing anything, 
alJYe or dead, from the ruinn. All 
traeea of the catutropbe are nov 
naatiy obliterated, and the spot ii 
grown over with a vood of cheetnut& 
The inbabiUnU received many pre- 
vious warnings which weifi unfortu- 
nately deepiaed. Maaaes of rock fell 
the day before, rents and crevices 

■hepherda had observed their cattle 
fly from the spot with marka of ex- 
treme terror. For many hours after, 
the course of the Maira was dammed 
up by the tallen debris, but luckily 



the 



orked 



through, without producing i 

The Val BregagUa ( Gsrtn. Bergell) 
is fertile and picIureAque; it is shut 
in by high mountains. Many of ita 
inhabitants emigrate, and adopt tbe 
profesiion of chimney- sweepers, 
vbicb tbey exercise in some of the 
Urge towns of the cootinenL After 
paaiog through Santa Croce, and 
Villa (Pontella), the road reaches the 
Swiss frontier at 

S Castasegna. Above this, the 
white mulberry 



d this is therefiire the li 



,f the 
, llie ruined 



Castle of Caatelmur on the I. bank of 
the Haira is conspicuous by reason of 
its tall donjon, 100 ft high, from 
which a walls, IS tt high andlO thick, 
descend into the gorge to the river 
sidev The valley was formerly cLosed 
here by a gate, and the castle formed 
thekey of the valley. 



a\ Vieo SopnDO (Vsapru), » vB- 
■age of 504 iiUiabitanIa on the 1. bank 
of the Maira. 

Casaccia (has an inn said to ba to- 
lerable), a village nluated at tbe 8. 
nde of the Septimer, and on the W. 
of tbe Maloya, over both of wbich 
mountains ^c Bomans conducted 
highways in the age of Augustus. 

Th? road over the Septimer, T1160 
tt high, leads by the vaUey of Ober- 
halbstein to Coirc, and vas the or- 
dinary highway between Xtaly ud 
Swilzerknd, until the formation of tba 
carriage-road over the T 
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sboiter, is of course preferred to it; 
On the Septimer an situated thd 
sources of the Mails and the Oberhalb^ 
stein Rhine, and out of a small iakn 
on its £. declivity, on tbe cooliaes <tf 
the Maloya, the Rivrr /m rises out 
of the small lake called Lago di 
Lugni Tbtii, one ungle mountaiit 
distributes its tills between tbe S 
great sen wliich bathe the eontiorait 
of Europe- 
There has been ■ tolerable carnage- 
road over the Ad/c^ni, or Udbipfiat 
Aim ever nnce 18S3, but as tbe ap^ 
proaehei to it, until very Islely, vera 
barely passable for the rudest kiad 
of cart, it has been hitherto of littla 
utility. Tbenimmit level is 6370 fb 
high. A little way down the E. side 
of tbe ridge, the road falls in with 
the infant Inn (called Acqua d'Oen) 
here a mere torrent which hastMU 
to ponr itself into the lake of Sils, ■ 
picturesque mountain basin, eileud- 

2i Sils, the highest village of tli« 
Engadinc. Tbe most conspicuoua 
building here is the villa of a chi^ 
colale manu&cturer, named Joati, ft 
native of Davos, who, having quitted 
Switzerland a beggar, made a large 
fortune in one of the capitals of N. 
Germany, a part of which be expend- 
ed on this huge and unprofilaUa 
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and of ' Cunpfeeri through both of 
iriiieh the laa puMi. At SAt& 
Plana the Julier nwd (Route SS), 
enlen the Engsdine. About 3 milea 
lower down stands 

1 1 St. Moutiti. Route 62. 

ROUTE 90. 



5| posts— 45} Eng. miles. 
A dili|:«ice goes to and from 
Milan, twice a week. In 1 640, the 
supply of post-hones on this road 
«a* very sniBll, not exceeding 6 at 
esch post-bouae, and difficulliee aie 
therefore eiperienoed in getting on. 
•* The post'bojB are often willing to 
go on a Etage beyond their own, but 
ikiej demand eiorbitant prices, and 

cutty will nac occur at the aent ata. 
tion."— C. D. 

Tbe road orer the Bernardio wea 
constructed in 1823, under the direc- 
tion of the engioeer PocobeUi, at th« 
joint expense of the Satdinian and 
Giison governments. About 6-7thB 
of the sum required was advanoed by 
the King of Sardinia, who duly ap- 
preciated Che advaatagefl to his do- 
miniona to be derived from a high- 
way, Vhich should cmnect by a di- 
rect line, the port of Genoa, and the 
oMpital of Turin, with Switzerland and 
W, Gentuiny. 

The road, learing the bridge of 
SptUgen on the L, advances up tiie 
valley <£ Hinter-Rhein, wbose stern 
and barran features have less of 
beaulv than of wildness, along tbe 
I. bank of the Rhine through Niifa- 
n^i, a distance of about 9 miles, to 

1 Hintetrhein — (/an.- Post, a 
wretched inn) — the highest village 
in the valley, 170 ft. above Spliigen, 
BO clevatioa at which no grain but 
barley grows. Hence to the source 
irf the Rhine, will take up 6 or T 
hoars going asA returning, eictuaive 
ofMoppagca. 



A multitude of itreamlets triokle 
down Irom the crevices in the mc* 
rounding mountains, where deep 
snow resta almost all the year rounds 
to feed the in&nt Rhine. But tha 
&WH of Oie Skint lies about 10 
miles higher up the valley, half of 
which distance, or ttro-thirdslalein th* 
summer, can be performed oa hone* 
back, the rest on foot ; tbe latter part 
of the walk espeiually is difficult and 
&tigtiing, and the assistance of ■ 
guide is necessary to find the way. 
The scenery of the upper part of th« 
vatl^ is savagely grand, and welt 
deserves the notice of travellen. 
The river takes iu rise at tha very 
eitremitf of this firoit-bound valley, 
from beoeath a glacier ironivallj 
called Paradies, situated between tha 
Moschel Horn and the Plz VaURbeii^ 
or Vogelberg ( 10,300 ft. ), two of tbe 
highest mountains in the Criaoo. 
range, fbnniiig part of the group 
called Monte Adula. At the end of 
about 4 miles the patl 



iiossinK 

steep slopes covered with debris of 
rock, BO that a previous knowledge of 
the direction will alone enable the tra- 
veller to reach the source by binisel£ 
After skirting along the sides of a sa- 
vage ravine called Uolle a steep de- 
scent leads down to the fountain head, 
in the glacier, which is sometimes h(^ 
lowed out into 



The road over the BematdJn bida 
adieu to the Rhine at Hinter- Rbeul> 
crossing it by a stone brieve, tbe first 
which spans its current, after which 
it immediately begins to Bsoend, 
breasting the steep slope of the 

of its turnings are very abrupt. 

A striking view opens out on the 
rt. over the head of the Rhine valley 
and the glaciers whence it bursts 
forth. On the rt. of the road rises 
the gigantic mass of the Uoacbel- 
Horn, and on the left the blaok 
peak of the Mittag-Hom overhangs 
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This pBSSKge OTCT the Alps iB sud 
to have been known to the RomaiH ; 
It mi called the Vogelberg down to 
tbe beginning of the fifteenth cen. 
lury, when a pious miesionBry, St. 
Benurdin oT Sienna, preached the 
gospel through these remote Alpine 
Valleys, and a chapel dedicated to 
faim, on the S. side of tlie moutitein, 
gsre rise to the name which it still 
Mtaina. It was traiersed in March, 
1799, by the French army of !«- 
fiourbe, at A semon when winter still 
l^igns on these elevations, and before 
the mountain possessed any other 
road than a miserable mule-path. 

Tbe summit of the pass, about 
7115 ft. abore tbe sea, and 3400 
kbore tbe village cf Spltigen, is partly 
bccupied by a lake called Logo Moe- 
M>U. the source of tbe Moea, along 
whose margin the road runs. At 
this point a very substantial but home- 
ly Inn, or bouse of refuge, has been 

A little >>ray down the S. slope of 
tbe mountain the Moess ia crossed by 
a handsome bridge of a single arch, 
110 ft. above the river, named after 
Victor Emanuel, King of Sardinia, 
who contributed so largely to the con- 
struction of this road. The carriage- 

stantial roof, supported on solid but- 
tremes, to protect it from avalanches 
and whirlwinds of snow, to which 
this gully is much exposed at times. 
■K tew straggling and stunted pines 
here make their appearance; a tittle 
lower down trees 40 or 50 ft. high, 
may be seen clinging lo the rock, 
with barely two feet depth of soil 
beneath them : their roots scarcely 
'■trike downwards at all, but spread 
ftr and wide in a horitontal direction, 
M that when a tree is thrown down 
by the wind, roots and soil are peeled 
off at once, and nothing but bare rock 

' The & &ce of the mountain is also 
fitr more abrupt and precipitous than 
the N.; but the road is so skilfully 
carried down It, and so gradually. 



that a postilion, aecualomed %o it, 
trots quickly down tbe whole way> 
turning shup round the comers of 
the zigiags. The traveller beholds 
the Toad almost beneath his feet, 
extending like an uncoiled rope below 
him, and as he moves backwards and 
'forwards, following its turns, he ap. 
pears to hover over the valie; below, 
and might fancy faimself fastened to 
the end of a pendulum and balanced 
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1} St. Bernardino — 
and another larger, but neiiner are to 
lobe recommended)— is apDSt-statiui 
and village, the first and IcAiest in tbe 
valley of Misocco, conaating of a few 
houses planted half-way down the A^ 
Bcentonaamall plain or ledge. TherB 
is a mineral spring here, having B 
temperature of about 40° Fahr. It 

among the Alps, and annually draws S 
few invalids to the spot, but the com- 
pany is &r from select. The passage 
of the mountain from Hinter-Rbein 
to St. Bemardin is effected in aliout 
3J hours. 

I the 



. from 






lower valley of Misocco (in 
Miioi Thai ; Ital. Val MesolsioaJ is 
a scene of beauty scarcely surpassed 
among the Alps. 

Near St. Giacomo there are quar- 
ries of gypsum ; here there is'also a 
fall of the Moesa. It is a continued 
descent as fer as Misocco and the 
Ponte di Soaizo, which is only a few 
hundred feet higher than Coire, in 
the volley of the Rhin«. This will 
give some idea of the abruptness of 
the southern descent from the Alps 
contrasted with the northern. 

1 Misocco — (fii»;Po«t,verydirty) 
— a village of about 900 inhabitants, 
called also Cremao. The views from 
its diurcb-yord and old caitle are 
fine. 

In the neighbourhood of MisoccO 
tbe luxuriant growth of tbe chestnut 
and walnut, the abundant crop* of 
maiie, tbe presence of the vine and 
mulberry which aiweced eaA 
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odiet within the cpaee of > few miles, 
remind Ibe trsTeller that he is indeed 
jn Italyj and be rood becomes other- 
wise »Mie of this charge by the 
altered Unguage, the laziness, and 

Tniierable hahiCationH. The situatioa 
of Misocco is charming ; a^ little way 
below it, in the middle of the vsUe;, 
rises up the ruined Castle ^f JKiaoccOf 
a feudal seal of the powerliil lords 
of Masoi, sold by titem, 1432, In 
the celebrated Milanese general IVi- 
Tulsits taken and destroyed by the 
Griiubiindtners, 1S26. Tlie Talley 
is here bonnded by precipices, oier 
and among Those rocky sides a 
number of watcHaJls doab, assuming 
the shape of that which in Scotland 
is eaUed the Mare's Tail. The Lnoll 
on which the castle stands seems 
fbnned to command the passage up 
and down. 

A very steep and difficult path 
Rscends the £. side of the valley, 
nearly opposite the castle, and cross- 
ing the ridge of the Alps, by the 
dangerous pass of the Forcola, de- 
scends at once upon Chia*enna. 

The valley of Mlsucco has lost 
much of its beauty and cheer- 
fulness since the fearful thunder- 
storm and inundation of August, 
lSS4,wbich overwhelmed the land in 
tttaaj places with torrents of rocks, 
and beds of gravel and alluvium, thus 
condemning it to elernal sterility. 
50 houses, 200 chalets, and many 
bridges were swept awa.j. An in- 
scription bas been attached to a huge 

soended from the Forcola. 
. £elow Soaua the road crosses the 
Moesa twice, and reaches the bottom 
of the valley, the descent below this 
b«ng inconsiderable. On the rl., 
close to the road, the graceful cas- 
cade of Buffalora precipitates itself 
fcota the top of a rock. At Lostalla 
the general legislative assemblies of 
Ihe men of the valley are held ao- 

I] Leggia. The post is rather 



here or at Boveredo. At Grono the 
Val Calauca opens out from the W. 

Koveredo— (/hr.- Post, II Caoone 
d'Oro)— a village containing nearly 
1000 inhabitants, with the ruined 
castle of Trivuliio in its vicinity,- 
The Prior of Roveredo and 1 1 old 
women were burnt for practiung 
witchcraft by Carlo Borromeo, in 
1583, at his first visitation of the 
diocese. The rivers hereabouts are 

in the forests of the higher trans- 

St. Vittare is the last village in the 
csnton of the Grisonsj below it we 
enter the canton Tessin and the Val 
Levantino, and our road joins that 
descending from the St. Gotbaid 
( Route 34. ) Below the junction of 
the rivers Moesa and Ticino stands 
Arbtdo, memorable in history for tha 
severe defeat which the Swiss su^ 
tained here from the Milanese, com- 
manded hy the celebrated generals 
Delia Pergola and Cannagnola, in 
I42S. Near the Church of St. Pani, 
called Chiesa Rossa, from its red 
colour, 2000 Swiss lie buried under 
3 large mounds, still dislinguishld^ 
Defeat was at that period so unusual 
to the Swiss, even from a greatly 
superior force, that they retired acrosa 
the Alps abashed and discouraged. 

The distant aspect of Bellinionk 
surrounded by battlemented walls, 
which once stretched quite across 
the valley, and overhung by no less 
than a feudal castles, is eiceedingly 
imposing and picturesque. It looks 
as though it still commanded (as it 
did) the passage of the valley- 
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11 .fleSinioiia (Germ: Bellena) — 
«..- AquiU(Aigled'Or), "anei- 
Jent, clean hotel, good cuisine, in 
leautiful situation ; the master very 
lentive and obliging ;" — <te i^. 
Biscia (Serpent). 
BelliniOQa, situated on the 1. bank 
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cautions in taking up liii quarten i« 
the village for the night. § Ifi.) 

This little TilUgamu not l«ig ago 
a small group of housei, but it hM 
guned some importance of late, to 
the ptejudioe of its neighbour Locar- 
no, BB the port of the Lago Maggiore, 
at whose N. eittemity it liei, and as 
the station of the itoam, baud. 

The itamtr FaitBu, seta out in 
summer from Magodino doim the 
Lago M>{^ioi« to Arona and the 
BoTTomean Islands, returning in the 
eTeningi (but see p. £37.) 

From Magadino to Lugano ie 
3 poata of canton Tioino.— C. i7. 



To Hagadino, 8 = 2; — 
To Loiramo, II = S| ~ 

The lower pert of the nMej of 
Udoo, betweei " '" 



a broad plain, trom which 
the mountains recede to a consider- 
able distance, but still give grandeur 
to the landscape. The country is 
higbly cultivated, the slopes covered 
with vineyards, but the bottom l». 
somes marflhy lower down, and ia 
therefore unhealthy. 

There ia a road practioBble for oar. 
riages on both sides of the Hcino ; 
that (HI the 1. is the moat direct to 
3Iagadina. 

- On quitting Bellinzona, by the Lu- 
gano gate the dr; bed of a torrent 
«alted Dragonita is passed. As its 
name would Imply,' it is at tipes a 
great soonrge ; it carried off in 1768 
Ibe Franoiaoan convent outside the 
(own, and threatens similar injury. 

There are many country-houses on 
Ae outskirts ; and high upon the 
elopea of tbe bills are numerous 
buildings, now deserted, to which in 
ancient times the natives of Bellin- 
lana uaed to resort for safety, when 
tbe plague was raging in tbe town. 
At Cadenano the nnd to Lugano, 
over the Monte Cenere ■, ( Route 93. ) 
turns to the £. out of our route. 

I)t Magadino. ( /nu ,- 11 Batello a 
Vapore, kept by Sig. Buffbni, a 
phyrician; is clean, comlbrtable, and 
charges moderate; well situated by 
the side of a mountain stream which 
oarries with it a current of fresh air, 
and separates the house fi'om the 
marshes ; — post in tbe village. Ma- 
gadino has the reputation of being 

hood of the 
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bridge completed i , _._ 

place of one osrried away by tba 
fearfiil inundation of 1515, whieh 
did so much injury to the wliole val- 
ley (p. 110). liie road runs along ths 
rt, bank. It passes under the MonUt 
Caraaso, and commands a good view 
of the opposite mountains, including 
the Monte Cenere, and up the valley 
over the romantic town of Belllneoiui 
to the snowy Alps towering behind 
it. The low ground through which 
the now almost stagnant Ticina 
winds, being very marshy, is not so 
pleasing a feature, and the exhala- 
tions from it are unwholesome. At 
the bridge of Sementina, a torrent 
issuing out of a ravine on the rt, 
forms a pretty waterfall. In 18S9 
this stream, swelled with sudden Tains, 
desolated the land around its mouth, 
and carried sway the bridge. Accord 
ing to the superstitious notions of tbe 
peasantry, the upper part of this wild 
gorge is haunted by the gbofts of 
misers, who there do penance aftet 
death for their eiscUons &om ibi 
poor while living. The latter part 
of the route, after crossing tbe tor- 
rent Venaxca as it winds along the 
W. shore of tbe take, ia splendid be* 
yopd deacription. 

3} Loeano (Germ. Luggarus). 
(fan.' Corona.) This is one of the 
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%bree capitals of canton Tesain ; it 
has ITOO inhabitants, and is said to 
bare once contained twice as man;, 
but has decayed since tlie 15tli cen- 
tury in popubcion and prosperity. 
It is beautifully situated on the mar- 
gin of the lake, on which it has a 
little port, at the foot of the hill 
surmouDted by the church of Ma- 
donna del SasBo, and at the entrance 
of the conTGTgiog valleys of Val 
Verasci, Haggia, Onsernone, and 
Cmtovalle, the last a primitive dis- 
trict scarcely ever visited by travel- 
lers. The climate, the vegetation, 
and the sky are slJ Italian ; even the 
people are Italian in laziness and su- 
perstition. The groves of orange and 
lemon, the tall white steeples on the 
hilludes, and the little white chapels 
peering out from among the trel- 
lissed vines, and mirrored in the 
glassy lake, are all characteristic 
features of an Italian landscape, even 
though, as far as frontier-lines arc 
concerned, we are still in Switzer- 
bud. The deposits of the numerous 
torrents here fiowing into the lake 
have encroached conuderably upon 
it, forming a flat nutrshy delta, 
which renders Locarno not altoge- 
ther healthy. 

The principal buildings in the 
town are the chimhti and the con- 
vents ; of the fiimier it has three, bo- 
rides that of Madmna del Saiio, on 
the height above it, a building welt 
worth visiting, for the eiquisite view 
it commands over the blue lake, and 
the entrance of the valley of the 
Ticino, whose winding course may 
be traced flashing in the 
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■ fortnight, is frequented by the 

lives of the neighbouring valleys from 
hr and near, and eihibils a singular 
miiture of costumes. 

The traveller will be surprised to 
hear that in this little paltry town 

punctiliously observed than in many 
of the great European capitals. No 
less than seven grades or casUs are 



numbered among iti 
the head stand the signers (nobiii); 
next to tbeia the borghesi, ot 
burghers ; helow (hem the cultivators, 
terrieri, or old landholders; these 3 
classes have the right of pasture on 

less privilege, owing to the neglect 
into which they have falleu. Below 
the8e,a3to privileges, rank theorion^ 
(settlers from the villages), and the 

suallsti, foreign settlers. 

The decay of the prosperity of the 
town ia traced to the intolerance of its 
Romish inhabitants, who, instigated 
by their priests, compelled those, 
among their fellow-eitiiens who had 
adopted the Reformed faith to emi- 
grate. In March, 1553, 116 persons, 
including women and children, who 
had revised lo purchase the privi- 
lege of remaining by the sacrifice of 
their religion, were banished by a, 
decree of the Swiss diet, and quitted 
their homes for ever. With them 
went industry and prosperity; they 
settled at Zurich, transf^ring thither 
the manufacture of silk, which is now 
of such vast commercial importance 
to that city. The day after the sen. 
tence of exile had been pronounced, 
the papal nuncio arrived with two iik- 
quisitors : be indignantly objected U 
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goods of the heretics and separation 
of them from their children, in order 
ight be educated as p»> 
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not yield obedienoe. 
The doctrines of the Reformation 
were preached here first by Beccatia, 
a pious Milanese monk, about 1534 : 
he was soon expelled, and took r»- 
^ge in the Val Misocco. 

The criminal statistics of the dia- 
trict around Locarno show a large 
amount of crime in proportion lo the 
number of inhabitants. The neigh- 
bouring valley of Verauea is in evil 
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tcpute for tlie number of assasaina- 
tiOTi commilted in it. Bonstetten, 
irbo tmvelled through it in 1795, 
M7S that the men all wear at th^r 
girdle, behind, a knife a foot long, 
called /alciuolo, to kill one another. 
He states that the average number 
pf law-suits among a population of 
17,000 souls waa 1000 yeally. Whe- 
ther this statement irere true or not 
»t the time, a great improvement has 
certain!; taken pUce aince; at pre. 
sent the number of offencea in the 
same district, where the population 

souls upon the preceding census, pre- 
Knta an average of 100 crimea against 
person and property yearly. Aels 
of violence, murder, &c. are, how- 
ever, slill Tcrjr common, and the 
people have the reputation of being 
»ery litigious. 

' There is a path up the Centovalli, 
» secluded and little-visited valley, 
Tery winding and narrow, to Domo 
d'Ossola on the Simplon (Route 59.) 
The path is a bad one. 
. The Fal Maggia (Germ, Mayen- 
thai) opens out about S miles to the 
M.W. of Locarno, beyond the narrow 
pass of the Ponte Brolla. A tolerable 
cross earriage'road has been carried 
up it to Cetio, the chief vilUge, and 
thence to Peccia. It coat the canton 



Laoo Msogtoki. 

'. A dirty Sleamtr starts every morn- 
ing but Sunday from Magadino, and, 
keeping near the W. shore, calls off 
Locarno, Canohio, Canaro, Intra, the 

and Sesto. for passengers both gning 
and returning. It quits Marino 
Jietween 5 and 6, in summer, and 
retunu about 8. It reaches the Isola 
iBella about 10 A.u., and returns 
ttntber about 2(. 



Travellers bound ibr the Simplorf 
should disembark their carriages at 
Arona, and so escape tht Aiatrian 
Custom House. 

Saiting-biHii! may always be hired 
at any of the porta on the late to 
make short excursions. 

The Logo Maggiore, the Lacus Ver- 
banuB of the Romans ( Germ. Lsngen 
See, or Lager See), ia about SB miles 
(47 Italian = 12 German miles) long, 
and about 9 miles wide at its greatest 
breadth. Only a small portion, at 
its N. eitremiiy, which is often called 
Lago di Locarno, belongs to Swit- 
zerland. About 7 miles S. of Lo- 
carno, the Austrian frontier occupies 
the £. shore, and the Sardinian the 
W. The navigation of the lake ii 



t the 



which fi 



descending from the Val Formazza, 
by Dumo d" Ossola. The scenery of 
its upper end is bold and mountain- 
ous ; so Is tbe bay of Baveno (to call 
by that name the W. arm, containing 
the Borromean Islands, and over- 
hung by the snowy peaks of the 
Alpa); but, towards the S. and E., 
its shores are less lofty, subsiding 
gradually into the Plain of Lom- 

The principal places on the W, 
shore are Ascona, surmounted by a 
castle ; Brisspgo, a charming spot, 
conspicuous with its white houses, 
and avenue of cypress, leading to the 
church. Its inhabitants are wealthy 
and industrious. Terrace ri 
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- SeQinzotia to Lugano and Como. 



wera, in the flftcenth century, the 
KHire of live nibber-broChein, nuned 
Uuuc^ obo eoiDmitted depieda- 

(ioTu all along the shores of the lake. 

irith several manu&oloriM. A road 
haa been commenced along this shore 
of the lake, by the Sardinian goiern- 
ment, to eonnect Baveno, on the Sim- 
plon, with BeUinnnu and the St 
Gothard. 

The places on the E. dde of the 
Lago Maggioie are St. Abboadio 
<Sv1b)( Mi^igno(AiiBtrian); Lu- 
dtno, whence a good road runs by 
Ponte Tresalo Lugano <Route99.)( 
Ports and Laveno, nearly opporits 
Intra, whence a carriage-road runs 
to Vaiew and the Sacro Monte. 

The Borromean Islanda and the 8. 
Utremlty of the lake lat denribed in 
Route £9. 

ROUTE 93. 



To Lugano, 5\ Swiss stnnden- IS 
Italian miles— IT j^ English milea. 
Although the diitanee is so Bmall, it 
will occupy betwMa four and fiie 

To Como, 5 poMair-SS} Engliah 



Lugano 



Tsllcy of 



Diligences daily 

TUs road turm i 
the Teasin at Cadenaiio (p. 
about 4 miles below BelUniona, and 
begins to ascend the Monte Cenere, 
a steep ridge surmounted by means 
of numerous zigzags. The top cannot 
be reached in Jen than 2 hours from 
Bellinzona. This partoftheroad was 
formerly mfested by robbers, and, not 
long ago, the night diligence^ in 
crossing it, was aeoompanied by an 
armed esoort ; but, since t, guard- 



■ extremity of the Lago Mag- 



giore I but a fkr more interestui^ 
prospect opens out on the opposite 
descent towards Lugano. In frtmt 
expands iu beautlfiil lake, backed^by 



the ; 



, the 



Monte Salvadore, with the churchjon 
its conical summit, becomes eonspi- 
cuous. At Rivera, the road &lls in 
with the river Agno, which risea 
about IS miles to the E., at the foot 
of the Monte Camogb^ and follows 
it through Bironico Co Morone, where 
it turns to the L, and again ascends a 
alight eminence, at whose foot liw 

S) L^OMi (Gaim. Lauis; — (Auuy 
all bad : Coroiu extremely dirty ; 
Akbergo Suiziero no^better ; steadies 
abominable^ 

Lugano, one of the 3 chief towns of 
the can Ion Tessin, and the largest, DWst 
thriving in trade, and most eitendiog 
in populatloD, contains 4S00 inha- 
bitanta, and is charmingly situated 
on the margin of the I^go Luganoi 
It deserves to be visited, were it onlf 
on aceount of the beauty of its sit^ 
and to explore the scenery of its laka. 
The hills and mounUius aronnd 
abound in all the productions of the 
luxuriant vegetation of Italy, and 
numerous villas are scattered along its 
slopes and margin, embowered among 
vineyards and gardens, and backed ijy 
the dark foliage of the umbmgeoul 
walnut. The town contains 3 mo* 
naateries and 3 nunneries. The prin- 
cipal ChOr^, ta Calhidral of 8m 
LoTtmo, is [daated on an eminanee, 
commanding a fine view. The portal 
is richly adorned with sculpture, and 
the ftfsde is said to be &om a'dengn 
of BranunUt. A small chapel, at- 
tadMd to the sequestrated convent of 
S. Pruioisco, buUt by Bramante, has 
been pulled down. Near the cathe* 
dral is a curious bone-house. 

Santa Maria dtgS Anfftoli, founded 
in H99, contains remarkabla paint< 
ings by Btmardino Lvini; a Cru^ 
fliion in the church, and a Hadonna 
over a doorway of an inner court in 
the adjoioing convent, are both wirtA 
of first-rate eicellence; a Cast Sappn^ 
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in tbe refeotory of the oonTeot, is of 
inieriar iD«it. 

The Sotpilal was erected previous 
m the year 1200. There is a 3S*afre 

There ue considerablB monubc- 
tarea of *ilk in Lugano ; and the town 
further derive* activity and prosperity 
from being the entrepot of goods 
■hipped acrosa the lake from Italy, 
to be transported over the Alps, and 
nee vtTti. A luge £ur is held here 
on the 9th October. No less than 3 
nmttpiipcn ate published here, chiefly 
advooBting very democratic principlen, 
and not unfrequently attacking the 
neighbouring monarchisl governments 
of Austria and Sardinia. There are 
several printing establishments, vhich 
■oad fbrth cheap eilitions of works 
prohibited in II^;. 

Snvinmi. — MinUt Capritur. — The 
mountain opposite Lugano is pene- 
trated by natural grottoo, whieh luve 
been converted into cellars, called 
Ond'H. Nomerous email houws are 
built over them ; so that at a distance 
tbey have the appesranee of a village. 
These are much resnted to in sunuuer 
by tbe townspeople on aoeount of (beir 

A further indue 



iut this 
spot is tlM eiquiute view that it 



HwTiewfniaithetop'of Jfinifi Sal' 
wufcreis of no common beauty and ei- 
taot. TliismoimtaiD fbnnsapromon- 
tory,wasbedontvosidesbythe Lake of 
Lugano. The view extends over nu- 
merous other lakes, and ii boimded by 
the snowy chain of tbe Alps. Monle 
BOBB is seen in all its grandeur from 
beoee; and, aeeording to some, the 
while needles of the Dom of Milan 
are visible when the atmosphere is 
Keller baa engraved the 



miles, and it may be reached on horse 
baokinSboun, oronfbotin lihou 
from Lugano; a party, includini 
' , took *i boul 



goukg and returning, inoiudii^ an 
hour on the top. The horses or mulM 
to be hired at Lugano are very inferior 
to those of the Rigi and Obetland, 
and accidents sometimes oosur with 
them. The diaige for a hone and 
man to lead it is 5 francs, and S 
zwansigers, drink money {manciay. 
There is a house on the summit, but 
it yields no other refreshment than 
water."— C.^. 

" Monte Salvadore stands amid 
tbe intrieaoiea of the l«ke of Lugano, 
and is, &om a hundred points of view, 
its principal ornament — rising to « 
height of aOOOft., and, on one side; 
nearly perpendicidar. The ascent ji 
toilsome, but the traveller who p«F- 
forma it will be amply rewarded. 
Splendid fertility, rich woods, and 

finement of view cootratted with sea^ 
like extent of plain, lading into tha 
sky — and this again, in an opp«Nl« 
quarter, with an horizon of the liAiart 
and boldest Alps ■ — unite in compoa* 
ing a prospect mcos diversified by 
magnificence, beauty, and sublimity, 
than peihaps any other pmnt in Eu- 
rope, of BO inconsiderable an elevation, 
commands."— WordlBOrO. 

Lugano is distant only 15 mile* 
&om Como and IS &om Varese: th* 
Idgo di Como, on the £., may b« 
reached in 3 boun (lUnita 93.^ and 
the Lago Maggiore in lea*. A good 
carriage-road runa to Luino, on its E, 
shore, described together with the 
Idgo Lugano in Houte S3. 

'ilxe road to Como runs by tha 
water-side, under the Monte Salva^ 
dore. Tbe limestoiw rocks, eompos- 
ing its bate, eihilnt a singular pho 
■Kuneion, highly interesting to th* 
geologist. About ID minutes' walk 
beyond the chapel of San Martino, k 
compact, smoke-grey limestcme ap- 
peats by the road'^ide, in beds about 
a foot thick. " The further we a^ 
vance, the more we find the beds ct 
limestone traversed by small vdns, 
lined with rhombs of dolomite. Aa 
we advance, the rock appeut divided 
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b7 finures, the ttntification ceuea to 
be distinct, and, where the fiice of the 
Duniatiila beeoma perpendicular, it 
ii found to be formed entirely of dolo- 
mite, Tliich becomes giaduidly purer 
■ud more white, until ■ little waj 
from Mellde, where it n luoaeeded 
by ■ dark augite porphyry." Tlie ce- 
lebrated geologist Von Buch eoondera 
Ihnt the gas diuharged from this latter 
igneous rock, tX the time when the 
mountain was upheared by Tolcanic 
forces from below, has penetrated the 
fissures of the limestone, and changed 
the part of it nearest to the porphyry 
into dolomite. The change in colour 
and substance, from a grey limestone 
into' a white crystalline marble, like 
loaf-sugar, may be easily traced in its 
gradual transition by the road- side. 

At Melide. a promontory projects 
into the lake, from the point of which 
a ferry-boat conveys passengers and 
csrriiiges across it, in a few iniiiutes, 
to Biftsone, on the opposite side. 
Melide is the birthplace of Fontana, 
the architect, who, in 1586, trans- 
ported the Egyptian obelisk from the 
Coliseum at Home, and erected it on 
the square in front of the Vatican. 

After a delightful ride along the 
shore of the lake, the road quits it at 
Capolago, and soon reaches Mendiisio, 
which, though a small town of 1700 
inhabitants, contains 9 convents. It 
is supposed lo be the cradle of the 
once-powerflll Milanese family Delle 
Torre, or Torriani. The famous (Dicer, 
from which they derived their name, 
was destroyed in the civil wars of the 
14th century. 
' The inhabiunts keep their wine in 

capital cellars. The Austrian custom- 
house and polioe.olfica is reached a 
little beyond Cbiisso, and within 3 
miles of 
. 3 CoHo.* Described in Hahdbooe 

1} BatlBsiiia.f 



. Luino to XeTUiggio, 



Luino, a small village, on the E. 
shore of the Lago Maggiore, has a 
tolerable inn ; but a bargain should 
be made beforehand. A good car- 
riage-road leads hence to Lugano, a 
drive of S or 4 hours, ascending di- 
rectly from the margin of the lake, the 
steep heights behind Luino, which 
[ a line prospect. It then 
the rt. hank of the Tresa, up- 
at a considerable height above 
er, through a beautiful valley, 
■ " " " about 3 



3 Luiu 



gano. 



a village of 365 in- 
habitants, is named from an old 
wooden bridge which leads across the 
river into Lonbardy. At the further 
end stands the Austrian toU and cus- 
tom-house ; and, on this side, a Swiss 
toll is exacted. A great proportion 
of the cattle, with which Lomhardy is 
supplied by SwitierlancJ, pass over it,. 
The riliage is prettily situoted on a 
bay of the Lago Lugano, so com- 
pletely iand.locked as to seem a dis- 
tinct lake. 

Another of the winding reaches of 
the lake stretches N. about half a mile 
on the £. of our road, as far as 

Agno, a village of 600 inhabitant!, 
placed at tbe spot where the Agno, 
or Bedagio, empties itself into the 

One of the prettiest si«nes on this 
very picturesque rood is that pre- 
sented by the small lake of Muaano, 
which lies on (be rt. of the road to 

Lugano {tee p. 938.). 

llie Lago Lugano (called also Ce- 
riiio)is eiceedingly irregular in shape, 
making several very acute beiids, ao. 
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that tha coiupicuoiu mouDtain 8«1- 
Tidore sUmdB on a piomoDtoiy.Tubed 
on two sides by its waters ; ita greatest 
length is about 20 miles. Its £. and 
W., and one of iw S, arms, terminate 
in the Austrian territory, and travel- 
Itn miut hare in Austrian lisa on 
dieir puiports, to enable them ts land 
there. 

The Bcenerj of this lake is exceed- 
ingly beautiful, and haa a diaroctei 
distinct from that of its two neigh, 
hours, Como and Maggiore, in beiu^ 
more gloomy, nigged, and unculti- 
Tated. It at tbe same time presenti 
great nuriety ; near Lugano its shores 
are as snuling, as frequantly speckled 
with white rillas and churches, and as 
riehly fringed with vines, fig-trees, and 
walnut-groies, as tlie more garden- 
ULe borders of the Logo di Como ^ 
but, in penetrating its G. bay from 



pieoipitous outline, and tbe darker 
fijliage of the pine fhreits iumisbea the 
predominating eolotir. 

Boats for paaaeugerB and carriages 
may be hired at Lugano for Porleiia ; 
it takes 3 hours to row thither, and 
tbe eharge for a boat with two rowers 
is 8 fr. There is no road along thia 
B^t of the lake. 

PorlezzB lies within the Lombard 
irODlier, and is tbe Btalion of tbe 
Austrian police and dt^aniers. Chan 
may be hired here to go to Menag. 
gio. The road is eicellent, it traTenes 
■ Tery pretty valley, pasung on the rt. 
the little lakes of Piano snd Bene. 
It is a walk of about S hours to reach 

Menaggio, an unimportant village 
on the W. shore of the Lagodi Como. 
Instead of stopping here tbe traveller 
had hetCEr either proceed a little way 
down the lake to Cadenabbia, or cross 
it to the promontory of Bellagio, or lo 
tbe oppoute shore at Varenna, at all 
which places there ore good inus. 
Near Tremezao, a little way bey<Hid 
Cadenabbia, is the FtOa Sommaritra, 
among terraces bordered with myrtle 
hedges aud periiimed with citron 



groves. TTiis palace contains several 
remarkable works of art — paintingi 
by Gatidazio Ftrrari, B. /.Hint, and 
others ; also the Palamedes of Canova, 
and, above all, "nonaddten'i grand 
bas-relief, the Triumph of Alexander, 
executed fat Napoleon when Empe> 
ror, and designed by him to decorate 
the Simplon arch Bt Milan. 

Bellagio is a charming spot, com- 
manding perhaps the most splendid 
views to he met with on any of the 
Julian lakes. Tbe prospect is double, 
extending upwards, as well as down 
towards Como and Lecco. The best 
points for enjoying it are the terraces 
and deligfatAil gardens of the Villa 
SerbeOoni. 

The Villa Jtfs&i, another palace in 
this neighbourhood, is a cbarming 
mansion, elegantly fitted up, chiefly 
visited on account of its beautiful 
flower-gardea. 

Vareima'( where the Post-house ta 
most agreeable qtiartera) may be 
vinted on account of tbe remarkable 
galleries neat it excavated in the solid 
rock, to allow that magnificent work 
of art, the Read to tkt Stelvio Pan, 
lo traverse the E, shore of the loke. 

llw Comasques emi|;r«[e all over 
Sunqie, as vendors of plaster of Paris 
figures, barometers,' and looking- 



cipal places on its shores. The &re 
aStt. SS c. It will take carriage* 
and land them at Colico, where a pier 
has been erected tat tbe purpose, a 
post station on the road leading to 
the Slelvio (HAxnooi S. Gia»>Hv) 
and Splugen. 

The steamer returns to Como 
about 5, corresponding, both in the 
hour of arrival and departure, with 
tbe omnibus (called Velocifera), which 
runs to and from Milan daily- 

Tbey who wish to explore tbe 
beauties of tbe lake at their leisure 
had better take a rov>boat. 
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There cannot be a more deligfaEftil 
TOjage than that along the S. W. 
nrm of the lake to Como ; tb« iborei 
are literally tpeekled with Tillages 
■ud vitb while lilUs, the ■luniiwr 
mort of the Miluieie DObilit;. dur- 
ing the seasoD of the VIUeggiAtunk 

The pLacce most worthy mention- 
ing on the E. ihore are Nesao, back- 
ed by a dark wooded gully, out of 
which dashefl a cflacad e , and near* it 
the VlUa Lenno, mpposed to stand 
on the site of ifiny'i FSa, which, 
from its sombre ntuation, he called 
SYoffadia ; an opinion confirmed by 
thediscorerj of broken Dolumni,&c., 
fa the lake. Beyond Lenno (Lem. 
aoa), in a retired haj, is the Villa 
Pliniana, a aqiuie melancholy build- 
ing, so ealled,Dot becwae Fluiy lived 



Hrtedt 



Tor- 



no IS Blerio, near which 
is erected to the memory of Captain 
Locke, who was drowned here in 
1833, but his body has nerer been 
found. Nearer to Como is the Villa 
Pasta, the leddence of the celebrated 

On the opposite or W. dwie, be- 
ginning from Cadenabbia, we may 
mention Balbiano, on a pntfecting 

Somontory, the Isola ConcaWt, 
rio, the Villa KHsalaequa, with its 



terraced gardens; and near Ceradb.! 
bio. the I n'tla d'Bite, so named by 
Caroline of Brunswick, Fiinceas ot 
Waleis wiio resided here some timer 
also the Villa Odescalehi, the largest 
on the lake. 

Tba Lake of C<niMi, called by th» 
andenia Laait Larita (te Larl Mal- 
ume 1 — Firg, ), is about 40 ndlea 
long, from N. to S. Its S. estrcmity 
is divided into two branches by tbe 
promontory ofBellaglo; at the bot- 
tom of one of these bays lies Omw 
(Comum), tbe biitb-place of Fliny 
and Volts ; and, at the extremity at 
tbe other, on the E., Letco. The 
chief feeder of tbe lake is the Adda, 
which enters it at the N., and flown 
out at Lecco. The bay of Como has. 
no outlet, so that its waters must also 
find their way out by the Adda. 
Taken altogether, it perhaps sor^ 
passes in beauty of scenery, and in 
the richness of its almost tropical 
Tegetation, efery other lake In Italy. 
It enjoys a elaaajcol reputation, as 
the residence of the two Flinys, and 
the scene of the actentific reaaaiches 
of the elder Fliny, the naturalist. 
Claudian describes the voyage ujt 
tbe lake In the following dtgont 
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SECTION II. 



THE ALPS OF PIEDMONT AND SAVOY. 



PRELIMINARY INFORMATION. 



1 . PitAiumleit and Savoyard Alpt. — 2. Imu S. Roads. — 4. MtJei and 

Guida. — S. iViriaj.— 6. C«ttom Hoiaa.-~l. Malaria. — %. Wine i 
Bread.— 9. Montg ; XHMlanca. —10. Maps, 

§ 1. As the traveller in Swilierlmd, vho hu tally eqjo^ed the Kenetj of the 
Alps, BDd inbaled freah spirit villi the moutiUin wr, must desire informatton 
upon such routes as are often or ocCBsianHllir Tinted unna the great cb^a 
1^ the Alps south of the SimploD, and which would lie within his summer's 
sicuinon : the Mloving infonnatioa upon such passes es debonche into the 
ixnme of the rtmte of the Smplou, famished hj a traTetleT who has biouelf 
ezunined all upon vhich he has vrittep, will be fbuud useftd to those »bo 
are disposed, not onljr to eiamioe the lateral valleTS which &I1 into that 
Route, but Buoh other Alpine passes and retreats as the triTersei of the great 
chain present, from Ssto; and France into I^edmmt. 

Piedmont has on Its northern, western, and sontb-westem aide^ a elearl]'- 
deBned thmtier in the ridge of the great ebain of the Alps. From the 
Taller of ^« Toano, which lies within its fhmtier, to the G>l de Ferret, near 
Uont Blanc, the Pennine Alps diride it from Switierland ; iVora the Col da 
Ferret to Mont Tabor, the Gtaian Alps separate Kedmont from Sarayj 
firom Mont lUxn to the Col d'ArgentiJre, at the head of the Tiltey of tho 
Sturs, the Cottian Alps sepiinte it frnm Frsnoe; and from the Argentiira 
to the souiee of the Taiuro in the Monte Canno. the Maritime Alps dinda 
Sontbem Piedmont &om the cDunt<r of Nice. East of the Monte Cassino tha 
great aliune chain passes insensibly into the Apennines. 

Hie Southern or Maritime Alps, the eastern boundary— the frontier of 
e and the States of Parma • — are not widun the (^eetof this 
* See Hudbook fer Hoitb Irur. 
MS 
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■ectjon, vhich is to furnish to Iravelleis useful inliinnalloa for eicurHons 
b the Alps of Piedmont. 

On the side of lul^, the Alpi offer a strilcing difference in their appear. 
■nee fromthat presented in the approaches from SwitierlBiid, 8aTo;,or France. 
From these the intervention of eecondary ranges, and the long vallejra 
preclude an; great extent of the chain Irom being seen at the same time ; 
but from the plains of Piedmont, even as near as Turin— not 30 miles in a 
direct line from the nearest point in the cresl of the chain— a range of 
the central peaks and passes, extending through 200 milca, is clearly seen*' 

A day's journey is sufficient, from almost every a«cessible part of the crest 
of the Alps, for a descent into the plains of Piedmont ; whilst on the western 
side of the chain, two or three days of approach from the plains, in deep 
valleys amidst the mountains, are requisite for its attunment. 

5 S. /niu I — The rambler in the Picdmontese Alpslwill generally find ac- 
commodation equal to any in Snilierland, except perhaps in the beaten routes 
of the Bernese Alps, and sight-seeing excursions, as on the Righi. Crowds 
would find provisions short, and want of room, but parties oF two or three 
would tare well, be received with civility without obsequiousness, and meet 

rally, a traveller may devote more lime and visit more sublime scenes, at a 
less expense and with nearly as much facility as in Switzerland. Piedmont 
only requires to be more known to turn the current of ramblers, and induce 
them to spend a part at least of their time and money among its romantic 
TiUeys and passes. 

g 3. The Boadi skirting the Alps, and the approaches to ibem from the 
plains of Piedmont, are generally excellent. Wherever there is intercourse 
there is B good road adapted to the wants of the inhabitants ; if fit tor I'o- 
iatttint or chars, these may always be obtained at moderate oharges, usually 
1 2 francs a day. 

§ 4. Mulct may readily be obta.ined in oU mountain routes accessible to 
them, at charges varying from 4 to G franca a day; and g-aldrn at 4 or 5 francs 
a day may he bad in every Alpine village of Piedmont. It is desirable to 
get men known to, or recommended by, the im^keep^rs or the Cures of their 
villages ; for they arc so fond of the employmeut that few scruple to avoir 
their acquaintance with passes and places of which they really know nothing: 
their only use, then, to ilie traveller b to bear his luggage, and talk Pied- 
IfiilDtes^. « jargon which few travellers are acquainted with. In Piedmont 
French and Italian are often unknown; among those, however, accustomed 
to act as guides, French is generally spoken, especially in those valleys on the 
fiontiers of Sayoy and France. 

If mulea, horeas, or a char be taken across the frontier, a baleta, or pet- 
mis»on to pass the douane, is necessary ; here the animal is roistered, the 
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course oF the tisveller itated, and money for tbe hra-ie deposited u a dulf 
upon tbe entrie, which is repaid to Vaa owner nhen he leaies the place on 
the frontier indicated in the boleta, as the point by which he is to return to 
bb own country. 

§ 5. FoMtitu/. — The charges are the same as iu France, 1 franc 50 cents 
for each horse per post, and 75 centimes for the postillion (who usually 

r The PiedmonteM post contains 8,000 metres, about 5 English miles. 

The pofitnUBteis ore tbrliiildeo to furnish horses except to persooB provided 
with a bellttme or order issued by the Bureau des Postes to that eflect. 

On entering and quitting Turin, ^ a post extra is charged over and above 
he actual distance. 

Diligences' office at Tuiio, Bonafbus & Co., Contiada del Teatro d'Af 
gennes, No. 37. 

S 6. As there is much amugsjling on tbe frontier of France, the traveller ia 
often subjected to veiatioua delay, but time will always be gained by sub- 
mitting to it. Tbe French can rarely be bribed — tbe Fiedmoutese more 
easily — to lacilitate the passage from one country to another. 
- . § 7. It is almost unnecessary to advise a traveller not to sleep in the plaioi 
if be can reach tbe mountains. His own love of that 

"HeaHhintbebreesemidhcthnailnUiegalc," 
which is so exciting and invigorating in the mountains, would prompt him to 
seeli for tbe pleasure of breathing it and the spirits it inspires ; hut the sug- 
gestion ia offered to induce young traveUerB to avoid sleeping near the riee 
grounds of Piedmont, or near the ponds, where in tbe summer the Pied- 
montese steep their hemp : these are deleterious, and may produce fever — 
litta] to the continuance and enjoyment of an Alpine journey. 

§ 8. Tbe Bines of Piedmont are generally wholesome, often tine, and 
, eometimesof great celebrity ; and there is scarcely a hut in a village on the 
mountains where grisane — b fine sort of biscuit, long, like pipes, and made of 
excellent flour, — cannot be obtained. The Itavellcr should never &il to 
supply his pockets with some of this bread or biscuit broken into convenient 
lengths ; this, with a qualT from a fresh cold spring, having a dash of Kirsch- 
cnwasser in il, wiLl bear him, if taten at his intervals of rest, through a long 
day's journey. 

g 9. The nwneji of Fiedraont is the same as of France ; i. t., of the aame 
quality, denomination, and value. 

The meaturei of diataiice are very difficult to understand. By the mile of 
Italy, 60 to a degree, is sometimes meant i but more frequently the mile of 
Piedmont, 40 to a degree : the diOiirence is enough to add a weary length to 
a day's journey, when the mile is nearly double that of the mile of England. 
The French league of £5 to a degree is a common measure by which they 
estimate distances; but all these are vague as applied to mountain ramblci^ 
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and it ii beat to ettimate diMuice bf time. There an be no mutake whels 
ftnm point to pcnnt is stated a* K> man; hoim diitant ; and vhat hai been 
Moompliahed in a da; oi aix boun b; one traTeller, may be ufely reooni- 
juended as tbe time required for another, and u tfae dixtanoe leokoned hereia 
fi>r time, ralher eiwed irhat ii required b; a ver; actife walker, the estimate 
will not deoeiia. 

§ lo. Afopi. — Tbere are no m^n of the Alpa upon whieh implicit caa. 
fidenee can be placed, at leart of the country toutb of Mont Blanc. Raj- 
moQd'B Sheet Map is full of erron, and Oioie publiahed bj the Sardiniaa 
GoTemment are deploraU; ioaaourate. Faul Chaii's Map of Sarajr U go- 
nmtU; ooTraot^ fin Saio; itielf ; but like that of Siritierland b; Kelier, 
of which the edition of 1S3S is the beel, be;ro'Kl the boundaries ot Ssraj 
tad Swilierland nather is to be implicitly trusted. Among the beat maps 
of Piedmont is Stocci'a of the slates on ttrra fimut of the king of ^'^■"'■. 
Witliin a G>w years, M^^ of Turin has pulHished tbe prorinees of the 
kingdom of Sardinia separately, and they will tie found useful though not 
oorract. General Boureefs Map of the French Alps from "Siee to Peat 
BeauToion, la one <f tbe most aeenrate yet pntdisbed. A most fiuthfol t»- 
duelion of this map to two small sheets may be bad. A " Diiionirio Geo- 
graGco, Slorico," ftc, id tbe statei of the King of Sardinia, a now in the 
course of publication by Maspero of Turin. A map in nx parti is in pre- 
paration to acconqtany the work on its completion, and if its details and its 
Wcuracy be eommensurate with the text, it will be a valuable work for the 
traveller in tbe Alps of Piedmont The Sardinian Ooremmant has for some 
time been engaged in a careful surrey of its territories, and it is to be hoped 
that ere long it may give an accurate map s 



Fedettrian Toura of Sia Wedct or Two Montht cU^ in ^Aip* 
qf Savoy and Piedmont. 

•• Carriage Boad. • Char Road. f Mule Road. § Footpath.— 
All names following the marks indicated are the same as tbe last. 

•• Geneva to Salenches, or St. Mar- •• Cormayeur to Aosta. (107.) 

tin. (MS.) • St. Bemy. (108.) 

• Chamouny. | Hospice of the Great St. Ber- 

■f T&le Noire to Trient (116.) nard. 

ColdeBBlmelo'Cliamouiiy.(llT.) LiddoK 

g Breren. ■ Martigny. (xeSiritierlind, BoutC 

S Montanvert, le Jardin. 59.) 

f Chamouny to Cormayeur, by tbe •• Viap in VbIms. 

Col de Vosa, Col de Bon- f P>« "I* ^e Mont Cervin. (106.) 

bamnM and the Col de la Chatillon, Val d'Aosta. 

Seigne. (118.) Ccd de Jon. (lO*. ) 
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BruBBone. 

Col de Raiuola. 

GresHoney. 

Col de Vul d'Obb^ 

Riva. 

Vuallo, V^ Seua. (101.) 

Eocco. (102.) 

Col de Colnu. 

Pelk— Lake of OrU, bo*t ta 

Oinegiu» 
■* Vogogiu. (£9. and 105.) 
f fiacugnoga — Aloiite Ron. 
§ ColUe Mcno. 

8au. 
f Vup, in Valau. 
"• Pb» of the Sinplon. (59.) 

Aroiu — Lago Hoggion. 
■ . (101.) 



BoHDnuiiueia. ( 
Bldla. (103.) 
Ivrea. (107. 



Aoala. 
■j- Cogoe. 

Pont— V^d'Otoa. 
Ceresol 
£ Col de GaUw, and Tctum to 

Chapis. 
t Col de Croix de Nivolet 
Val Sararanidie. 
Villeueute— Val d'AoKa. 
• St. Didiei. 

-f The CmnmoatitbeBelTidereiDd 

Pan of the Little St. Baniard. 

(114.) 

BouTK St. Maurice. 



Mouti 



(123.) 



Six Weeks' Excurtion. If extended to Ttco iiotitht, Hart frtym . 

• Moutiers Tarentuse. (133.) 
Baths of Brida. 

-\ Pralorgnan. 
Col de Vanoue, 
Lanslebourg. (127.) 
•• Pas9of the Mont Cenis. 

\ Ce«anne. (131.) 
\ Col de Sestiieres. 

• Pragelaa—Val Clusone. 
FeiDUM. 

j- Val GermaDasco. Protestant (al- 
ley. (132.) 
Bahiille. 

Col de la Fontainea. 
Pralis. 
Col Julian. 
Bobbio. 



• La Tour. 

■f Val Angrona, 

Rora. 
'• Lucerne. 

Barge. 

Pejsanoe. (133.) 
-j- Crussoles. 
j Pass of the Monte Tlso \ 

Combe de Queyias. 

* Embrun. 
■• Gap. 



An excellent carnage road leads in 
leas than (wo hours Iram Arona ( Houte 
59) to Borganianero,alarge veil-built 



town in the direct load to Vercelliand 
Turin, &om Aiona. ' From Borgoma- 
ncro a good caniage toad lies through 
the (lUage of Goixana to Bucoione, 
a village at the head of tbe lake of 
Orta (anciently the Lacus Cuaiiu), 
which may be reached in an hour 
from Borgomaneco. |Tbe aoenetjr 

H 1 
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m the ro<ul, npecUtljr tbe approach 
a the lake of Orta, where thu beau- 
:iful lake is uea hacked by Monte 
Hofia, ia Hcaroelf rivalled hj any lak< 






eod of 



the Alp» to the other. At Buecione 
hoAts may he had to take camagea to 
Omegnast the lower end of the lake, 
distant 9 milei, and thence to Grare- 
dona in the route of the Simplon, 
beyond the I^a^ Maggiore- 

From .Borgonianero, there is an 
excellent road to the little toirn of 
Romagnano on the Sesia, where the 
inn ia good. From Romagnano the 
toad up the course of the Sesia is 
aiogularly beautiful; the mountains 
M they are approached offering richly 
wooded slopes, and the masses are 
relieved by castles, churches, and 
ontories. The vegetation is most 
luiuriont; aorerat iillagei are passed. 

The principal place before arriving 
at Varallo ia Borgo Sesia ; here the 
valley becomes narrower, and the road 
oO^ some striking scenes, though tht 



narrow parts oF the Vol St 



e limited in the 



:. Itc 



•gun in the neighbouihood of 



~ Varallo, where the utualion of this 

tvated Sacro Uonte — LuNuma Ge- 
nuolsntnc nd Satro Moate di VaraBo, 
as the guide-book calls this eitiaoi- 
dinar; piace of pilgrimage — form 
mngular and interesting sceocs. The 
Albergo d'ltalia ia the beat inn, hut 
deari the Gran Falcone has fallen off. 
There is need of many inns to pro- 
vide for the bodily wants of the spi- 
ritual visitors to the Sacro Monle, 
who, especially on the Festas of the 
Church, crowd here as devotees. 
Varallo, from every point of xiew, 

striking degree when seen from tbe 
bridge across the Sesia, which is very 
lofty and narrow, having three arches. 
Prom the dry bed of the riier below 
the bridge, the Sacro Monte seen 
through its arches, the old houses 
which overhang the torrent, and the 
nohly hooded slopes of tbe mountains 



Tbe Sbcto Mmti is, however, the 
great object of atttaetioii and pilgrim- 
age. It rises immediately above the 
town, and is accessible by a paved path, 
which winds up tbe «de of the hill, 
and offers from every turn the most 
picturesque snd beautiful scenes. Just 
befbre the summit isBttained,the visi' 
torpoasesa chapel and cruciGi, the tx 

jor, as duly announced by an inscrip- 
tion, which informs the .visitor that, 
in honour of God and the Virght 
Mary, John Fschel raised this chapel. 
A troop of vagabonds, always ready 
to serve the traveller, oSer themselves 
as guides; and to facilitate the visit to 
this eitraordinary place, one is ne- 
cessary, to point out all tbe chapels or 
oratories in the order of their numbers, 
an afiair of research by no meant 
easy ( for though the spot of ground 
which they occupy is small, it seems, 
from its varied aur&ce, and its laby- 
rinth-like arrangement, to be very 

This remarkable place has fifty 
chapels, or oratories upon it, be«des 
tbegreatchurcb,founUinB,&c. These 
oratories contain groups of figures 
modetled in terra-cotta, painted and 
clothed, placed and composed on 
the floors. They chiefly represent 
j some of the principal events in the 
I historyof Christ, in the order of their 

entered; they are merely frames or 
cases for tbe subjects grouped within 
them, which, seen from 3 or 3 pest- 
holes in front, like those in raree- 
shows, excite the devotion of the 
bitbful, and the disgust, eicept in a 
few instances where they exhibit skiU 
as works of art, of the merely curious. 
Externally, these oratories are rich in 
the architectural display of fii(ade% 
porticos, domes, &c. : the figures 
within are the siie of lif^. 

The subjects are in the order of the 
numbers on the chapeti. 
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1. Hie FaU of Mui. 

Z. The Annunciation. 

3. The ViBitaliim. 

1. TTie Angel announcing to Joseph 

the Miraculous Conception. 

;. The SMr of the East. 

i. The NatiTity. 

1. Joseph and Mary adoring Christ, 

i. The Prewntation in the Temple. 

). The Angel adiisiiig Joseph to 

Fly into Egypt. 

}. The Flight. 

L. .Hie Murder of the lonoceuts. 

!. He Biqitisni in the Jordan. 

I. The Tempta^on. 

I. Christ and the Woman of Sa- 

i. ChrUt Curing the Paralytie. 

h Christ Raising the Widow's Son. 

r. The Transfiguration. 

). The Raising of Idzarus. 

>. The Entrance into Jerusalem. 

I. The Last Supper. 

1. Christ in the Garden. 

t. Christ finds his DiseiplesSleeping. 

I. Christ Betrayed by Judas. 

I. Christ in the House of Anna. 

;. Christ in the Hands of Caiaphas. 

I. The Repentance of St. Fetei. 

'. Christ in the House of Filale. 

I. Christ in the House of Herod. 

*. Christ Reconducted to Pilate. 

>. The Flagellation. 

:. Christ Croirned with Thorns. 

i. Christ again Conducted to Pilate. 

\. Christ Shown to the People. 

I. Pilate Washing his Hands. 

'. Christ Sentenced to Death. 

■<. Christ Bearing the Cross. 

. Christ Nailed to the Cross. 

I. The Crucifixion. 

>■ Chrlsttaken downfrom the Cross. 

t The I^eta — the Women around 

the Body of Christ. 

. Hie Body wrapped in Linen. 

:. San Francesco. 

i. Christ Lying in the Sepulchre. 

1. Saint Anna. 



Angel . 



} the 



Virgin Mary her TranUtion 

. The Sepulchre of the Virgin 
Mary. 



In the first (^ theee, representing 
the Fait of Man, Adam and Eve are 
seen amidst animals ofall sorts and 
siiea, from the elephant fa the rahbit. 
In the second, the series which n^ 
to Christ, commences with the An- 
nunciation. One of the large com- 
posiUons, representing the Murder of 
the InnocentSi'Ko. 11., contains aboTS 
60 figures, the siie of life, besides the 
painted groups oo the vails ; so ar- 
ranged as to assist the composition. 
All the walls are thus painted, aod 
many of the pictures are masterly pro- 
ductious, not unworthy of the reputa- 
tion of Pelegtini Tibaldi. whose name 
is found in the list of those whowere 
employed upon the works of the Sacra 
Monte^di Varallo; together with that 
of GaiidensioFerrari,apupi] and com- 
panion of Raphael, Fiammingho, the 
&mous seulptor of children, and many 
other artists of eminence, as painters, 
sculptors, and ardiitects. The valleya 
oftlieNoyaraiSiOfwhichValSesiaistbe 
principal, are remarkable fiir the num- 
ber of punters they have produced, 
and the names of many art 



of this siugulav 

The subject of the Transfiguration 
is represented upon an enormous 
scale { the group in the fiireground 
contains the demoniac hay ; on the 
mountain, an immense modelled mass, 
are the threc'dlsciples ; abore them 
Christ, with Moses and Elios ; over 
these, painted on the wolis and ceiling 
of the dome, are the host of heaven; 
and above all, the Almighty. This 
vaet composition occupies the highest 
and largest of these structures ; and 
the height of the whole oompooition, 
modellMl and painted, is nearly lOO 

Much effect is produced hy the 
appropriate situation of some of the 
Bubjeots. The access to the place 
where Christ is laid in the sepulchre 
is by a vault, where little light is ad- 
mitted ; and as it is difficult on en- 
tering from the open day to lUstin- 
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gnub *t Gnt an; object, tbe deot is 
very imfioaLDg. 

Huiy of the figum are nlotheil in 
ml dnper;, and lome baTe real hair, 
whieh appean teij gtotcsque, yet 
fiiUofEharactarandeipteaaoa; many 
of the heads are finely modelled. In 
the nibiect of the VisUati<n the head 
of a ftroale i> strikingly fine. Tbe 
DODduedog to Calrarj, 
i c^upLoyed in inflicting 
^ a Chiist, are, to looreaae 
the ^a^ist for their chansten, mu- 
ddled with goittea appended to their 
thccati — a proof that these are not 
oooaideRd beauties here, in spite 
of tike tnvdler'a tale. The modela 
are puotm], but ns offence to tsate in 
Uieir class of art arises from this, be- 
cause, as the subjects csn only be sera 
through pee)>-bole9 in front of the 
pri»^tut of the oratories, sod not in 
passing from one of these to another, 
as muah illusion is produced in seeing 
Ihem as in observing a picture. 
' Among the lAjeeta d religious re- 
verence here is a flight of atqu, ealted 
the Seals Santa, recommeoded to the 
aspeoiBl delation of the ^thfiil, wbo 
are informed by an inscription on a 
tablet at the foot of these stairs, that 
they have been built in aad imitatum 
of the Scala Santa, at St. John La- 
tsraiii in Kome. Some of the nume- 
rous devotees and pilgrims may always 
be seen crawling to beaven up these 
stain, vncouraged by a eoneession of 
plenary indulgence granted by Pope 
Clement XII. to aU ffho would climb 
these eight and twenty sWpa on their 
hands and knees, say an Ave, a Puitr, 
and a Gloria on each ntepi and kiss 
each step devoutly ! 

This extraordinary place originated 
in the piety. of the biasid (i. e. half 
saint) Bernardino Caimo, a noble 
Milanese, wbo obtained in 1466, 
from pope Innocent VIII., a bculty 
to'fbund this sanetuary. Only 3 or 4 
chapels were built in the time of the 
fi>uDder, but so great did its repute 
tion for sanctity soon become, that 
princes and rich devotees contributed 



DOW obserred. St. Carlo Boromao 
twice visited it, in 1578 and 1584, 
and the pallet btdiltail upon which 
this patron sunt of Milan died, is 
preserved here as a boly relic for tbe 
adoration of tbe fiuthfiiL 

The church is a handsome struo- 
ture, and the cloisters, where tbe 
piiesta rende, ore in a beautiful situ- 
ation, commanding views of Varallo 
and tbe Val Sena below the town. At 
the entrance to the JTomediate site of 
the Oratories booths or ahi^ are 
established for the sale of coroae, i. e^ 
beads, crudfiies, madonnas, &a, 
which bave acquired sanctity, and 
the power, «■ lomi eatet, of work- 
ing miraclca, by having touched 
tbe blessed bed of the holy St. Car- 
lo, or other miracle-working relics 
possessed by the fraternity of ttaa 
Nuova Genualemme. The body i% 
however, provided for as well as the 
aoul ) and there are two booths within 
the sacred precincts for the sale of 
liquors, where the devotees may be 
generally seen preparing tfaemselrei 
for, or refreshing themselves after, 
the plenary indulgence at the Scola 
Santa, by plenary indulgence in sjiai 

It is extraordinary that a place aa 
remarkable, in a country so beautiful 
should be so little known to Eoglisb 
explorers of tbe picturesque : by theot 
the Val Seua and its lateral valleys cf 
tbe Mastellone, and the Scrmeota — 
the former leading by Fobello, tfas 
latter by Corcoforo, to Banio ia the 
Val Aniasoa — ate rarely visited. 

No valleys in the Alps surpass these 
for the grandeur and beaulj d the 
scenes which they present i none are 

a finer rase of inliabitants is nowhete 
to.be found, except perhaps in tlie 
noghbounng valley of Anxasca. Tba 
cantons of Swilierland do not ofibr 
greater varieties of costume, than are 
to be found in tbe diOerent traosveraal 
valleys of the Sesia. And Vaialla i> 
fiir enough in the heart of tha fountrj 
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to be nude bead-qoaitera, whilst re- 
warcha are canied on in iu n^h. 
tMnuhood; and not an unimportant 
part of these agrimana, (a tbe certainty 
of finding good quartern at tbe Al- 
bergo d'lulia, the chief inn at Va. 
rallo, after the wanderings of a day 
or two in the mountains and valleys 
in its TiEinity. 



ROUTE loa. 
a (Route 59.) n> v«i 



To those who would make an ei- 
fiumon to Varallo, from Bayeno and 
the iMgo Ha^ort, a inwe beautiliil 
route than that by Borgomanero and 
tbe Val Sena ofiera itself. Immedi- 
ately aboTe BsTeno liiea the mountain 
lidga of MaBle ManUrone, which di. 
Tides the Lsgo Idaggiore from the 
Logo d'Orta, and a mule path leads 
■oross it to the town of Orta. The 
>{<» of the Italian lakes, with tbe vast 
extent of the plains, and the glonoue 
boundary of tbe Alps, apparently in 
dose proiimity, presented in this short 
banut, is scarcely, if at all surpassed 
by any Tiew among the Alps ; travel- 
lers ought on no account to omit to 
olimb to its summiL On the asc«ntr 
the Lago Maggiore in all its length 
lies spread out, from Bareno to Ma- 
^adioo, and the view in this direction 
isbounded only by the Lepontiaaand 
Bbetian Alps. Towards tbe little 
takes around Varese, and tothe plains 
of Xiombardy, the view is boundless. 
AAer criMung the ridge, the Alps, 
and Monte RiMa in all her magoi- 
fieance, burst upon the cAaermt ; and 
beneath him lies, in the repose of its 
deep locality, tbe besuliliil Lake of 
Orta, offering a thousand picturesque 
sites, yet scarcely known to the tra- 
Tellei, though it is within 8 bouis of 
the route of tbe Simplon, a course 
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joyment in scenes like these, yet'put 
unwittingly tbe loveliest 

Those who do not choose to go by 
the Monte Monterone to Orta, maj 
visit it in a char by an eioellent road t 
that, at Oravellona, a short diatauM 
from Baveno, turns up tbe valley of 
atrona, traversed by the N^olia, the 
river that carries off the water* at 
the Idke of Orta, issuing from it at 
Omegna. The Negolia, afber iU con- 
fluence with the SUona, rubies aoraaa 
Uie route (tf the Simidoo, and &11« 
into tbe Toccia, near CoasegnOL 

The route from Baveno to Orta bj 
tbe mountain is the shortest, hut it oe> 
cupiee more time than the drive, whiell 
may be made by Om^toa in 3 boun. 

At Omqpa a boat may be takaa 
(o go to Orta, a town dslighlAallr 
Ntuated on the borders of tbe lak% 
where there is a good inn, tbe Albergo 
de St. Julio. Tbe facilities for shoota 
ing, and for fishing on the lake, in tba 
neigbbouring mountains and fbretlj, 
offer most agreeable inducetnents for 

at^ delicious redrement. Yet thla 
■pot, so delightful, is scarcely known | 
tbe traveller into Italy gallops along 
the shores of the Lago Maggiore, un* 
conscious that a day or two, devoted 
to visiting the Lake of Otta, and Va- 
rallo, would be remembered as tlw 
pleasantest he had ever qtent. If^ 
however, the Albergo St. Julio be 
made head- quarters, it will be neces- 
sary for the traveller to make bis bar- 
gain with the innkeeper before hand, 
as a security against eiortiitance. His 
Leone d'Oro is a good and clean inn 
on the lake, but dear. 

Besides tbe rambles amidst the beau. 

ul scenes around Che lake, the bath- 
ing, boating, and fishing on it, Orta 
possesses the additional recomuLenda^ 
as a^ place of short sojourn, of 
J within one day's ride or drive of 
Milan, Turin, Coma, Bellinioua, Va- 
rallo, Monle-Rosa, by the Vol Sesia, 
or the Val Anxasco, and the summit 
of the SimpIoD. 

It was at one time coulemplatedt to 
K 6 
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pODtinuethe great routeof the Simplon 
■Icmg the iborH of the lake of Orta; 
this vM tlie plan pf General Cbaase- 
loup, but the dilferenw of level be- 
twtea the lakes Miggiore and Orta, 
the latter being conndernblf highi 
Induced the adoptioo of the present 
line. . Such a road is in progreas of 
■Mnstructioa by the SardiDUm govei 
meat, aa a deooy tram the Simpli 
route, to Turin', and nuEoerous Irav 
iers will doubdeai aTail themielTei 
it, for the sake of the beautiful acei 
the; may mjaj in ikirting the moun- 
tains of Piedmont in its course. It is 
completed (1340), eicept from Orta 
to Omegna, and it is by do mt 
difficult journey to make even 
A good road leads to Omegna, nhere 
> boat may be taken fbr Bucdone at 
the upper end of the take, 9 miles 
distant, vhere the inn ia tolerable, 
and a ehar ma)' be obtained to con- 
tinue the journey to Borgomanero. 
To go this way troai BaTeno to 
Omegna, to viiit Orta, the Isola 
Giulio, and other objects and places 
. on the lake, irould not occupy more 
than 7 or S hours ; and ftom Borgo- 
manero to Turin, is only a long day'i 
drive. Tbt Inn at Omegna is very 
bad. 

The Iwla dl San Giulio is an ob- 
ject of singular beauty in the lake ; 
it lies between Orta and Pella. The 
church and town of San Giulio sur- 
fDOutit a rock that rises out of the 
deep lake ; the bright buildings on it, 
contrast nith the blue waters with a 
fairy-like effeol. The church hai 
high antiquity ; it was built on a spot 
rendered aacred by the retreat of San 
Giulio, in the 4th century ; here his 
Mhes are preserved in a subterranean 
vault i and the vertebra of a mon- 
slrous serpent, said to have been 
destroyed by the saint, is shown as a 
relic; how this relic of a whale was 
brought to such a retired spot it is 
difficult to conjecture, but it serves 
for the tradition. The chunh is 



pavementi and bas-relicft. There are 
vestiges on the island of ancient fbT' 
tiScationo, used when Guilla, the wife 
of Berenger, the seeond king of Lom- 
bardy, took refuge bere in 962, and 
defended it resolutely against Otho 
the Fint, emperor of Germany, wtao 
had invaded Italy, and deposed her 
husband. Otho restored the iiland 
to the (bishops of Novara, who had 
long held it before it was seized by 
Berenger. The island gave a title 
to a dukedom aa early as 590, when 
Minutb, duke of San GiuUo, held 
it ; he favoured the descent of tfae 
Franks by the Saint Golhard, for 
which treachery he lost his head, by 
order of Astolpho, Ung of the Lom- 

Behind tbe town of Orta a hill 
rises on which there ia a sanotnarr, 
dedicated to Saint Francia of Assiu : 
over it are distributed 23 chapela or 
oratories, like those of Varallo, Some 
are elegant in ^eir architecture ; and 
they contun, as at Varallo, groups in 
terra-cotta. The hill is laid out like 
a beautiful garden, a character which 
peculiarly belongs to the mountain 
alopes which surround this lake, and 
whence probably ita name ia derived. 
The views from the hill of the sanc- 
tuary are of singular beauty, comprii- 
ing die lake, tbe proximate mountaina 
covered with wood, villaffea wtuoh 
speckle the shores of the lake and the 
sides of tbe hills and the whole sur- 
mounted by the Alps. 

At Pella, the village on the abote 
near to the Isola Giulio. mules may 
be bad for crossing the mountiun of 
Colma to Varallo ; and the ride is one 
of great interest, from the beautiful 
sita and views which it offers. A 
ateep path leads up the mountun side 
to Arola, amidst the richest vegeta- 
tion ; vines, figs, gourda, and friut 
trees, make the course a vast garden. 
Magnificent forest trees offer tb^ 
shade, and the road in some places 
passea amidst precipices of granite 
in a state of decomposition, which 
offers an interesting study to tbe 
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geolc^iat; here, man; of the ipeci- 
mens sold at Baieao are obtaineiL 
nea, the jrath 
_ » resembling 

tbe nioBt beautiful park. Boenery of 
EngWid, and then opens upon the 
Col de Colma, a common, where a 
boundless scene is presented of the 
iates of Ona, Varese, and the plains 
gf IfOmbardj, and, towarda the AIpA, 
of Monte Bosa. 

The descent oa the other aide, to. 
wards theVal Duggia, is not less beau- 
tiful. The Vat Sena is seen in the deep 
distance, ricbl; vooded and sludded 
irith churches and Tillages ; the path 
leads down through pastoral scenes, 
irhicb sometimes recall the most agree- 
able recollectioos of home to an Eng- 
lish traieller; then changes almost 
suddenly to the deep gloom of a raTioe, 
frhere there are quarries, former); 
iTorked for the buildings of VaraUo, 
buried in a fbrest of enormous walnut 
and chestnut trees. Issuing firom this 
wild spot, the trareUer sfaortlj finds 
hinuelf in the Val Sesia at Bocco. 
about fbur miles from Varsllo. See 
page S4S. 

Another mouotun path leads f^m 
Goiiano, 3 m. to the S. of the Lago 
d'Orta, to Borgo Sena, through the 
village of Val Duggia, the birth place, 
of Gaudenzio Ferrari, a pupil of 
Raphael. 

ROUTE 108. 

(Route 101.) TO 



The road usually t^en is that 
which leads by the course of the Sesla 
to Vercelli ; but this is flat and unin- 
tcTesting, and descends to the risifres, 
or rice grounds of Piedmont. A 
more pleasant route, especially anee 
the completion of a new load to Biella, 

passes through the Canavus, a district 
celebrated for the quantity of hemp 
which it produces, end from which it 



singular to see the whole population 
en^iged in stripping and otherwise 
preparing hemp ; whether walking or 
sitting, alone, or in groups in ths 
streets before their houses, ail are thua 
occupied. 

After crosang the Sesia, tbe tra- 
Teller passes through Gattinara, a 
town where there are two good inns, 
the Albergo del . Falcone, and the 
Angela. It is a great recommenda- 
tion 10 eicunions in Piedmont, that 
tolerable inns are to be found in most 
of the little towns, and in many, 
especially in a line of intercourse, 
they are really eioellent. Some <^ 
the Italian antiquaries, and among 
them Denina, assert that the great 
battle of Maiius and Catullus against 
tbe Cimbri was fought in tbe neigh- 
bourhood of Gattinara. 

From Gattinara to Biella the nlute 
lies through Masarana and Cossata, 
and offers many beautiful Tiews of the 
plains and the mountains as the road 
rises or falls oTer the undulating 
ground, which skirts the bases of the 
mountains as they subride into the 
plains of Piedmont. 

Bi^la, situated on the Cervo, one of 
the afBucuts of the Seaa, is £2 miles 
from VaraUo, and about 12 from Ro- 
magnano. It contains a population 
of about SOOO. It has some trifling 
manu&ctories of paper, common 
woollen goods, and hats. Its sanctuary 
(^ Notre doBu itOropa is, howerer, 
an object of attraction, which brings 
crowds of liaitors to olfer their de- 
votions to an image, one of the Cbou- 
sand blact specimens of bad carving, 
which, under the name of Oar Lady, 
is worshipped fot its miracle-working 
powers : that of Oropa is sud to have 
been carved by Saint Luke, who is 
made a sculptor as well as a painter, 
and is stated to have been brought by 
a St. Eusebius from Syria, and [re. 
served by him in tbe then wild 
and desert mountain of Oropa, near 
Bidla. 

pf Mont Oropa i« 



snd, if TC([uued bf the trSTeller or 
the pilgnm, ■ccommodiitioil may 
eren be hod at the CoDient of Mont 
Oropa. Tbere is a communication 
by diligcDce, three times a week, be- 
tween Biella and Turin, dialant 33 

From Biella to Turin tbere are 
two rooda, one by Saluizola, CigUaao, 
and Cbina«, the olber b; Iirea; 
the distance is nearly equal ; but hy 
the Toimer the travelleT descends at 
once to the plains ; by Ivres, a more 
picturesque road leada acrou valleys 
and open commons, by Mongrando, 
and over the Monie Boleogo, faminis 
tor the Tineyards on its slopes, and 
passing hy the vilUgc of Zubiena, 
beautifully ntuated, aod where a little 



iim o^n its lirmtffl aAoomiriodationA. 
Ibe viem praa un ted from the hei^t^ 
of the plains and vaUeys qiread out 
belov the tniTeller on the left, and ot 
the richly wooiled mountain slopes 
the lowest buttresses of the Alps to- 
wards the ude of Piedmmt, on the ' 
right, well recompoise the travelln 
for the worse road, and lead him b> 

Ivrea, at the entrance of the oeI»< 
brated Yalley of Aoota, about SO Heda 
moQtese miles &oro Turin. See page 
274.) 
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e miles dietaot, and the aceets to it, 
high up iu the mountain, was ibr. 
merly difficult ; but the road now, 
tbotigb steep, i( ptBctioable for light 
carriageSi Those, bowerer, who hope 
fin betoth from the miraculous power 
(rf the Image, must walk up. A le- 
rica of itaap toumiqoets leads to the 
•hundi dtdieatad ta Uie Virgin, which 
ia a fine structure of the 14th and 
IStfa oeuturiea. Painting and sculp- 
ture have adorned and enriched it ; 
and among the artists employed ate 
bund the names of Gaudenuo Fer- 
rari and Luino. At the angles, in 
the aigzag aseant to the ohuroh, tbere 
are erected cbapda, dedicated 
Virgin, and named after some 
in her life, as, the Ch^)el or Oratory 
of the Annunciation — of the Pu- 
rification — of the Assumption, &c. 
A few are dedieUad to saints in the 
Komish calendar ; and the whole 
number of these chapels exceeds S4. 

One benefit to the trardler who 
may cbooM to wander by Biella, a 
litde out of the high course from 
Vahdlo to Turin, arises from this 
miserable superstition, for it has 
caused the establishment of good inns 
necessary for the acconunodation of 
the numerous pilgrims who '' '' 
and he will have no reason 



From VarallD, the isocot of the 
Val Seda can only be made on mtiles : 
nothing on wheels can advance highev 
than Balmuocia, S milea above Vs- 
rallo. The Val Sesia oSen sonie« 
of less rugged grandeur than some 
of ita lateral Talleys s hut in its 
course many of great beaut} are 
pasted, chiefly rendered so by the fine 
wooding of the slopes, the grand 
forms oC the trees, and the sam^ines 
tranquil, often tiirious coune of the 
Sesia. Before on-irlng at Soopello, 
the villages of Balmucda and Rua 
are passed, and the wild valley of Ser- 
mento opens on the right. 

At Scopello there are many smelt- 
ing houses, where the copper ore, al- 
ready washed and crushed, is reduced. 
About 50 tons are raised annually at 
Alagua, at the bead of the Val Sooa, 
4 leagues above Scopella 

There is not much Tariadm iu the 
scenery, though the whole is pleaang. 
The route passes by tbe villages of 
Campertongo and Mollis, to 

Bipa, tbe chief of the high villages 
in tbe valley. The /an is improved, 
and <d&ra abundance of good bit } 
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but the landlords, here aodat Abgna, 
are exiortioiien. Wittdn the diatrict 
kaoim aa the Val Scaia there ue 
reafcaoed two bourgs eoi] thirty vil- 
lages, evidence of a tbioklj'-populated 
countr; in the Talle^s (rf the Alps. 
Rita is situated at the omfiueuce of 
the (orreota of the Dobbia and the 
Seaia, and about half a league below 
tbe Tillage of AlagDa, where the 
mines of copper are wrought. From 
Alagna, a paaa b; the Sltmt ZWbz 
leads in lii houn from the Val Seaia 
to Peateiana in the Val Atuasca. (See 
p. 257.) 

The church of Rira will auiprue 



the I 



veUer b; it 



eeauve decofaUon, and tbe real talent 
with which it ig painted within and 
irithout, chiedjr b; one <^ the nu- 
merous painters whom tbe Val Sesia 
haa produced — Tanzjo, or Antooio 
d'Ennco, a natiie of Alagna. The 
external paintings have a remark- 
aUe freshneaK though they ha*e 
•xialed more than £00 years, eiposed 
to the weatfaer in this high valley. 

The view of Monte Rosa &om 
Biva ia very sublime ; its enormous 
maaaea. clothed in glaciers, cloae the 
head of the Val de Ly% and offer a 
scene of extraordinary graodetir, 

Tbe eoune into the Val de Lyi 
from Riva ia up the nanow lavine of 
the Dobbia, by a wretched and dif- 
ficult path, in some places overhang- 
ing (he torrent, in others disputing 
with the river the narrow course 
through which both must struggle. 
After pawng the miserable hamlet 
of Grato, near to which there is a 6ae 
waterfall gushing out of the black 
ravine, tbe abrupt ascent to tbe Col 
de Val Dobbia rises through a pine 
forest, and thence over Alpine paatut- 
ages by a long and fa^guing path, 
which oSbrs no object of parUcular 
interest to the traveller. 

The distance from Biva to the 
Col, which is 8200 feet above the 
level of the sea, requires S h 
On the summit there is a hu 
hoi^ee — a Stone hovel for the shelter 
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of travdlen who may he unfiirtunata 
enou^ to require it ; it existed in 
Sauiaure's time ; it consists of two 
apartments, a chapel and a place of 
refuge withb. It was built at the joint 
expense of the commune of Riva and 
of an individual of GressoDey, named 
Luacoa Steep slopes of snow lie neal 
the summit uraneltad throughout die 
year. The Monte Rosa ia oonoealed 
for some time from the traveller, hut 
in the course of his descent the deep 
valley of the Lysi and tbe sublime 
masses of Monte Rasa, offer view* 
rivalling any in the great chain. 

From the summit to CreMsaey ■•- 
quirea&omStoShours. Attbisretired 
Tillage the traveller will he agreeably 
surpTised on arriving at an excellent 
inn, kept by the &mily Luscos ; vbere 
a harpsichord, German muse, a tole- 
rable library of I«tin, German, and 
some French authors, portreila of 
Joseph IL and Maria Theresa, and a 
formidable array of many generationa 
of tbe Luecoses' half-length anoestoiSi 
in "curled white wigs," hung around 
to recal their virtues to the memory 
oT their desoeudants— iaan unexpected 
fiudmg in a village so retiredjfliat it 
almost toucbes the glaciers of Mouta 
Roaa. 

It is'a singular bet, that ia all the 
communes at the heads of tbe Fiedi 
monlaae valleys of Monte Bosa, tha 
German language is spoken : at Riva 
and Alagna in tbe Val Sesia, above 
Festerana in tbe Val Aniasca, and at 
St. Ciacomo in the Val Cballant. Tbe 

distinct as their language from that tit 
thrar neigbhours lower down tbe val- 
leys, with whom they hold little in- 
tercourse : they encourage a pride of 
birth and birthplace, which strongly 
keeps up the separation. At Gres- 
soney, in the Val de Lys, this is per- 
haps more strongly exemplified than 
in any other of the valleys. Hera 
their characters are distinguished fiit 
honesty and industry, and few oomo 
, munities have a higher moral tone. 
Crime is almoat imknown among 
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tbtm ; and if dispute! uise, the syndic 
D[ msgistnte elected by tliemselies 
hears the complaint, and effects an 
amicable Bettlement. 

They possess numy of those com. 
fbrts which an_ Englishnuia appte- 
cfates, and vhich are unknown to 
the lower inhabitanta of the valleya. 
Tbeir education and attainments are 
of a higher order ^n ii usually fou ad 
in such a class, especially in such a 

Many of tbeir young men have dis- 
Ungniflhed themselves by the abilities 
which they have displayed when they 
bare gone abroad in the world. They 
bave become merchants and bankers, 
and many from among them have be* , 
come eminent far learning and science, 
and reflected honour on the little 
community locaUd in this Alpine soli- 
tude. Among these is Herr Zumstein, 
better known in the Val Sesia as M. 
De 1h I'ierre, who has made sereral 
■scenu of the Monte Rosa, and gave 
great assistance to Colonel Von Wel- 
den in his topography of Monte 
Rosa. Zumstein holds the appoint- 
ment of inspector of the forests uf 
the Val Sesia. 

From Gressoney St. Jean, the 
descent to St. Martin, in the Val 
d'Aosta, by the valley of the Lys, is 
a journey of about 18 miles (B hours' 
walk), pasung through numy villages 
and hamlets, of which the principal , 
are Gaby, Issime, Fontainemore, and 
Lillianes, — and through some scenes 
of wilduess end beauty, which, hoit- 

in tiie Val d'Aosta and its lateral 
valleys. Above Gressoney St Jean 
are the ' hamlels of Gressoney la 
Trinity San Giacomo, and St. 
Ketro. 

Tlie excellent accommodations af- 
Ibrded at Gressoney St. Jean render it 
dcurable head-quarters to those who 
would visit the magnificent glaciers at 
the head of the Val de Lys, or make 
eicursioDs around Monte Rosa by 



the Lys, and the Col de BetU be- 
tween the Val de Lys and the Yel 
Chillant. Eioellent guides may be 
found at Gressoney, and there are 
few valleys in proiimity with the 
glaciers which oS'er so many Alpine 






I of tl 



Chalillon, i: 



traveller. 

mg the route direot to 
the Val d'Aosta, it is 
icend the steep fi>re<t- 
paths and 'slopes of the mountain on 
the side of the valley opposite to tho 
Col de Vol Dohbia : it is an ex- 
tremely difficult and fatiguing patl^ 
the whole way up to the Col de RaI^. 
zolo, the summit of the ridge which 
divides the vslleys of the Lys and 
Challaut. 

On emerging in the ascent from 
the pine forest, the finest perhaps 
of the views of Monte Boss is pre- 
sented, especislly when taken in 
connection with the boautiful Val 
de Lys, which lies &r below the 
traveller, with its quiet villages and 
fertile pasturages. The Lys, .like ft 
silver thread, may be traced up to its 
glaciers. On either side of the valley 
the vast mountains, belted with forests, 
offer, at the depreamon of their ridges, 
the paths by whicli the most frequent 
intercourse takes place with the neigh- 
bouring valleys. The scene is im- 
perishabla from the memory whilst any 
recollections of the Alps remain to the 
traveiler. 

After passing the Col de Ransola 
the descent is gradual to the little 
hamlet of St. GiaL Nor is it dther 
steep or difficult to BruoMie, in tite 
Val Challant The distance £rom 
Gressoney tn Brussone is 5 hours. 
In the d«ceal, the Val Qiallant may 
be traced in its course &r down to- 
wards Verrei, where it joins the Val 
d'Aosta ; except at the lowest part of 
the valley it fails in striking objeota of 
interest, but iieai its termination there 
are some fine scenes. Above Brus- 
sone the valley ascends through seve- 
ral hamlets to St. Giacomo d'Ayas, 
whence a pasa leads to the head. of 



Route KMi. Bruatone. '— RmOe lOi a. — Turloz. 



the Val Toumanche aod tbe pass of 
the Ceivin. 

At BruE»ne there is one of the 
most detestable Inns in Piedmont- 
Filth and its aaHinipuijing goitre 
' disgust in erery Erection, and the 
Cheral Blanc, with its dirtj hostess, 
Odaot be forgotten. Sleeping here 
may be avoid^, as the journey Irom 
Oressooey to Chatillon in tlie Val 
d'Aoata Ruy be eanly aceontplished 
in a day, and fhiin Oresioney to Va- 
Tollo may be performed in another, 
mad thus the bad inns at Brussone 
and at Riia may be avoided. 

From Brusaone another mountain 
range must be crossed to reach the Val 
d'Aosta at Chitillon ; or the traveller 
may descend to Verrei in the Val 
d'Aosta, which requires 5 hours, 
paiaing through ChalUnt and Chal- 
lard. Tbe road across the mountain 
presents some glorious vieirs, and 
Cbalillon, by the Col de Jon, is reached 
as soon aa Verrei by the Val de Chal. 
lant. After crossing some meadows 
-beyond Brussone, tbe road winds 
at«eply up through a forest of pines 
and laiches, and Uten opens upon one 
of the most beautiful pasturages in 
the Alps — the Col de Jon, which 
is a fine green sward, broad and luiu- 



On reaching tbe descent towards 
the Val d'Aosta, tbia beautiful valley 
is seen in all its length, fVom ChUil- 
]on to the Mont Blanc ; not traced 
quite to tbe base of the latter, for its 
summit (^y is seen towering over 
the lower abntments into the Val 
d'Aosta, and showing a glorious ter- 
1 beautiftil 



view, which, in tbe descent, constantly 
TarieSi A series of steep toomiquets 
brings the traveller down to the 
Ibresta of diennut and walnut trees, 
for which the Val d'Aosta is cele- 
brated. These oflte to bim their 
shade, and soon tbe vines and figs 
add their luxuriant foliage to the 
cool and refreshing path which leads 
-through the village and baths of St. 
Vincent (3 or 4 hours from Brassone), 



Alagna, but returns to the right 
bank, a little beyond Rouch, by a 
wooden bridge. It soon after re- 
crosses the stream for the last time, 
and where it regains the left bank the 
ascent commences up a steep slope of 
dtbris. Above this, after taking tai 
some time tbe direction of the vallm 
below, you follow the course of a sm^ 
stream descending from a irild rocky 
amphitheatre, at the head of which ia 
thepass. The path lies on the left ^e 
of tbe valley, and ia but faintly traced. 
It is on a gentle asrent until the tmi. 

sharp that it cannot be passed wheT« 
lowest, but at a pinnt to the left of 
this, marked by a wooden cross. The 
view of Monte; Rosa f^om hence is very 
fine, but too near to give a general 
idea of tbe mountain. The descent 
begins over a sleep slope of snow, 
after which it becomes very precipi- 
tous. The best way of effecting it is 
to make a circuit shove the rocks to 
tbe left. After following tbe coutse 
of a narrow valley, tbe Val Macug- 
naga is reached, a few miles above 
Pesleraoa (p, S59.), wherethere is a 
tolerable inn. See also p. 373. tea the 
Paa ifihe Tuitox. 
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pocti below Drano d'OwoU, and on 
the confluence of the torrent of the 
Anu «itb tbe Toccia. 

Hit roOeyo/^iiKUea lead* directly 
up to the Motic Bon ) tbe village of 
BfaBugnaga, Ibe highest in the valley, is 
s day'i Journey from Vogogna ; thence 
the pais oTer tbe Moro, and by the 
valley of Saaa to Vlsp, though long 
and &tiguingt may he accompiiobed 
in another day, or accommodation 
may be found, if neceasary, at 
Stalden, S .'milea ihort of the vhole 
journey. This beautiful valley i» 
likely to became more accessible to 
travellers shortly, la sereial of the 

char road along itl which in lime irill 
be carried to Pie di Muliera. 

On leaving Vi^ogna, a road, lead, 
ing directly to tbe Val Aniasoa, lies 
across the plain, and panes by the 
village of Fie di Muliera, at the fool 
of a Bteepasoent which leads to an 



The path rises high on the steep 
slopes which descend to the bed of the 
Anza, and the village of CastigUone 
overhangs tbe richly-wooded nides of 
Ibe valley. On the lover slopes of 
the valley the vino flourishes, and 
the path for miles, with little inter- 
ruption, is shadowed by trellii 



k, the vi 



leVal 



d'Ossola are beautiful, and gi 
enriched by the luiuriant vegetation 
of tbe foreground. Tbe buildings, 
especially tbe churches, are still Italian 
in character, uid sparkle in the land- 
scape; and beyond the plain of tbe 
Val d'Ossola the mountains which 
divide it from the lAgo Maggiore 

Tbe road up tbe valley is scarcely 
anywhere level. The valley is re- 
markably narrow, and the path, ac- 
' - ' to the sinuosities of 
carried steeply up and 
out, but olfers from this 
ifinite variety of sites, 



the slopes, i 



whance the scenes of the vallej an 
beautifully presented : its steep aidee, 
however, preaent tew^spota &r cultiva- 
tion. Forests, fruit-trees, and vines 
enrich the whole sur&ce, and it is 
only when the path reaobea condder- 
able elsvatioDS that little pluni and 
slopes of ar^le and pasturage, and 
village spirts are seen above the belts 
of forest an the opposite side, and 
these again surmounted by the peaks 
of Monte Rosa at the head of the 
valley. 

The descent to the village of Cslaaca 
offers beautiAil view^ sod beyond it 
tbe path descends to the banks (tf tha 
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c^ the celebrated water&tli of Pied- 
mont. Soon after the valley opens, a 
little above tbe Ponte Grande, where 
a single arch of laige span and 
sweeping elevation, eroaaes theAmat 
here two roads branch off; that on 
the right bank sd tbe river leads to 
" large village whence paths 

Tba 



> tbe 



the Val Seua (Route 104). 
road to the Monte Rosa aaoenls by 
the left bank of the river ; in its course 
it skuts the village of St. Carlo, and 



veller 






Vaosooe, the chief place in; the Val 
AnzaNca, and halfeay in bis day's 
journey fromVogt^na to Macugnaga. 
Here is a very comfortable litde im 
(Delle Stelle?) 

Above Vanione the Bsme beautifiil 
scenery prevail^ and tbe route pasac* 
through many villages, — among them 
Ceppo Morelli. Campiole, and Mcv- 
gen — to an abrupt and narrow defile 
which marks a distinction between the 
valleys of Anzaaca and Pesterana, the 
latter brang the name given to the 
upper part of tbe valley through whiA 
the Anza flows, from the plain of 
Macugnaga to the defile. 

The beautiful vall^ of Anaasea has 
been described by Btockedon in his 
" Escuruona in the Alps,", and • 
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quoUtkiD from that work will put 
the reader, and the irareller in this 
district, in'pooesiHon of reqniiil* in- 
finrnstion upoD ihis interesting ToUey 
Bud ita inhabitants : — 

*' After sketching the fine yieir of 
Mont« Boas baa the dooi of (he au- 
berge, and oollecting fix)m mine host 
■Ome infbrmadoD for mf day's jour- 
ney, and B cxinGrmalion of my guide's 
topography in the aames of the placet 
which we had paased, we left the 
retired little plain of Macugnaga. 
The yalley soon narrowed to a deep 
glen ; the descent was rapid, and in 
less tiian an hour brought us to the 
gold mines of Featerana. There is an 
£j£ora(ip Bound in this, which exratea 
high erpeetadons j hut there is no 



It of St. Paul's Churchyard. 
Tbe minea are explored to find this 
^world's chief mischieff' combined, in 
very amall proportions, with sulphate of 
iron ; a kilc^ramme of ore yielding, 
by the process of amalgamation, an 
average ai only ail gTBmines, the 
nchest ore only yielding ten. My 
landlord at Macugnaga had furnished 
me with the name of Professor Fan- 
tonetti, as the superintendent of 






■ of a col- 
le minerals oi 



leclion c^ specimens of ' 
the valley. 

" I called upon this gentleman at 



eourt«ous and obliging attentions 
fium him. He sent s servant with 
me to the mills on the Ania, where 
the ore is crushed, and to the minea ; 
and direeled the miners to giye me 
assistance and information. The first 
was readily offered ; but the last was 
useless, as I could not understaikd a 
syllable of Ibcdr JargiMU I entered 
the mine about 300 yards, by an adit 
of sligbt ascent 1 here a shaft was 
sunk about 60 feel^ and J saw several 
miners working on the lower vuu of 
tba ore. The quantity raised is not 
very oonsiderable. Women are chiefly 
employed in pounding and picking 
the ore, whence it passes to the mills 



of granite, in whieb it is ground and 
prepared tot amalgamation : the final 
prooess is in the bands of M. Fan- 
tonetti alone. On toy return to that 
gentleman's house, he pressed me to 
take refreshment, and ga<e me some 
specimens of the ore of the minei^ 
and two works whieb he had written, 
— one of tbem, on the mines of those 
valleys, in answer to a work of Ros- 
sini's, at Turin. 

" I soon after crossed the Ania, 
over sn Alpine bridge, and continued 
to asoend above the right bank of the 
river. Numerous adita of mines, in- 
dicated by the earth and stones thrown 
from them, marked the pursuits of the 
inhabitants of this vidley, who are 
nearly all miners. The mineral ricbes 
of these mountuns — iron, lead, cop- 
per, silver, and gold — are worked at 
short distances from each other ; and 
many of the mines of the inferior 
met^ are very productive. The 
distinction between the continuous 
valleys of Pesterma and Anzasca, is 
strongly marked by a vast moss of the 
mountain, which, nearly closing the 
bottom of the former valley, leaves 
only a deep and savage gorge, throu^ 
which the Ani» escapes on the left 
side into the Val Anzasca. The path 
over this mass leads through what 
Bcareely deserves the name of a vil* 
lege, Slorgen, hut which lies in a 
spot riebly wooded by magnificent 
chestnut-trees. The descent into the 
Val Aniosca is very beautiful : the 
river is again crossed over a fearfiil 
bridge, imuiediately below the defile 
of Pesterana; and the road conciriuea 
on the left bank of the river, entirely 
through the valley. The Erst village 
in the Val Anzasca is Campiole, near 
Ceppo Morelli ; it is the place which 
travellers who would avoid the valley 
of Macugnaga, or Pesterana, would 
arrive at by the path over the Klont 
Mora. The descent, my guide in* 
formed me, is longer than from the 
Macugnaga pass ; hut much distance 
is gained by travellers who would go 
from the valley of Saas direct to the 
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Val AniBica. Hne the Fiedmootese 
dialect began to prevail ; though the 
Germui p»toli of my guide was ud- 
derstood eren below Vimzoiie. 

",The imniediate ecenerj of the 
upper port of tfais beautiful luUey, 
where from its depth the \t3tlj mouu- 
taJQs were hid from my view reminded 

pevonshire. Bui the patli soon rose 
above the left bant of the river, and 
attained a considerable elevation ; and 
1 perceived Chat, except In a few 
linuted ipota at the upper end of the 
valley, and here and there on the 
Steep sides of the mountains, there 
was no land to cultivate. Extensive 
forests of chestnut and walnut- trees, 

the hills as tkr up as the eye could 
perceive them (except nhere lofty 
and distant mountains peered above), 
and descended far beneath the travel' 
ler^s path, to where it met the oppoute 
slope, scarcely appealing to leave 
room enough for the river to struggle 
through, and of whieh glimpses were 
rarely caught. This was the general 
character of the valley. From a 
chapel at Cimamorga, in the road 
near Ceppo Morelli, there is a very 
striking view : in it all the beautiiul 
oharacleiistics of the scenery seemed 
to be sssetnUed — the river Cur beneath 
struggling through its narrow bed ; 
the majestic forests, which clothed the 
mountain aides, amon^ which was 
sometimes seen a village church or 
group of cottages ; and the vista to- 
vfards the Alps terminated by the vast 
and beautiful peaks of Monte Rosa. 

** X ^as much struck by the appear- 
ance of the inhabiUnts of this valley. 
I rarely saw a plain woman : their 
beautiful faces and fine forms, their 
look of cheerfulness and independ- 
ence, and what in Piedmont was 
more remarkable, their eitreme clean- 
liness, continually arrested attention. 
Their costume was peculiar, but pleas- 
ing : the hair braided ; a vest fitted to 
the form, and buttoned high, over 
which was another, usually embroi- 



dered and left open ; bcoeath, a nik «> 
other cincture round the waislv and a 
petticoat reading half-way down the 
legs : the feet generally bare ; the 
sleeves of tiie chemise loose, full, and 
white as the anow of their mount^ns ; 
with feces, bands, and feel, cleaner 
than those of any other peasantry that 
1 ever saw. Sometimes T observed a 
loose coat, lite that of the modem 
Greek, worn over their usual dressy 
as if going on a distant visit. Naked 
feet are rarely seen without the con* 
comitants of filth and beggary, and 
among such persons a large proportion 
of the yumny; but here the leet, 
ankles, and legs, were models for the 
artist ; and my admiradon as a 
painter was demanded, in observing 
the el^iant form and graceful appear- 
ance of one particularly beautiful 
young girl, near St. Carlo, who was 
bearing a vessel of ml on her bead to 
the mines. All this I suppose wiU 
appear rodomontade to those who are 
(nily acquainted with the uglinen, 
filth, and wretchedness of tbe genend 
inhabitants (^ the valleys of Hedmont ; 
hut another &ct will support the 
ctums of the Aniaseans to distin^ 
guished superiority. I did not see 
nor hear of a goitre or cretin in my 
day's journey t£ twenty-fiTe miles 
through the valley — a strong con- 
firmation of the opmions always given 
to my inquiries by mountaineers tbent- 
seltes, that the filthy baHts of a peo- 
ple are the primary causes of goitres 
and cretinism ; it is thus induced ia 
the community of those afflicted by- 
the dreadfiil scourge, becomes here- 
ditary, and can only be removed by a 
change of habits in two or three geoB' 
rations. This valley differs .not in 
the local causes, often cited 
ductive of cretinism, from o 
leys which are marked by this scourge. 
The waters of the Ansa flow from the 
glaciers of Monte R4}sa as those of the 
Doire descend from M<ait Blanc, and 
both are drank by the inhabitants. 
The proportions irf labotu, and the 
burdens borne, are at least equal in 
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Uie Vsl AnzncB ; tbe' decree of ele- 
Tationand moisture is nmilar; and it 
is parallel with those Talleys which 
are the mHtremarkablefoT this curs*, 
the Valaia and the Val d'Aosta. 

" The Anzssons are aware that 
they have a reputation for cleanlintss 
and beauty, and they are justly proud 
of it. Whilst I was taking retiesh- 
tnent at Vanione, the principal town 
in the valley, 1 mentioned (o the inn- 
keeper (rather, a sort of keeper of a 
chandler's shop) tbe impression which 
tbe people of the valley had made 
upon me- He seemed delighted at 
m; having noticed the fine women 
aiid their cleanliness, and sud that 

do them justice; 'Come,' said he, 
' into our valley at a fesU ; see our 
women on Sunday next at St. Carlo, 
the village below there, which you see 
in tbe valley ; all the world will be 
there : in Upper Val Sesia they boast 
of Iheir women, but they are not to 
be compared to ours.' I spoke again 
of their cleanliness; he said, 'Our 
women pride themselves upon the 
quantity, the fineness, and, above all 
thewhitenessofthrir linen; and they 
ore' so scrupulously clean in their 
persons, that (I must use hie own 
. energetic eipression) i7 at plut faciJc 
de trouner ma vumcht blanche dam 

" I had not observed any beggar? 
in the valley ; and there was no ap- 
pearance of poverty : mine host sud, 
that the great industry of the Auias- 
cans enabled tbem to establish funds 
for th«r poor, which prevented their 
wants, and restrained their begging. 
Those who could not work were as- 
aisted, and those who could, were not 
permitted to be idle. 

" Some time before we arrived at 
iCsatiglione a man had joined us, 
-whose French was a relief to me ftom 
the silence of nearly all but gesture 
ivhich my guide's patois imposed upon 
me. He relieved Jan, my guide, by 
good-tuturedly carrying his burden, 
ifod was persiuded, with difficulty, to 



partake of some eicdlent wine of tbe 
»alley, which we procured at Caslig- 
lione. He mentioned his intention 
of going to the Valteline. I picked 
up another companion, in a young 
man of respectable appearance going 
to Mulieta; from him I received much 
we walked together. 









He had passed the Ar^te-blanefae * 
with three companions, and said its 
dangers had been overrated ; he also 
intelligence oF the plae 



nd obj. 



llw 



rung 



when we reached Cima de Muljera, 
whence the descent is very rapid by a 
zigzag paved road to Pie do Muliera, 
which he kindly walked through, to 
put me in the right road across the 
valley to Vogogna. He pointed out 
a bouse in passing through Ke de 
Muliera, which formerly belonged to 
a superintendent of the guld mines, 
who had fantastically displayed his 
riches, or his occupation, by ^ding 
the balconies, railing, and other iron- 
work of his residence. I think 1 can 

tion of the Ictymuli, whose gold 

that Pliny says a law eilsled among 
them which forbad theii employing 
more than £000 men. D'Anville 
and Cluverius place the Ictymuli at 
the head of the Val Sesia : it has al- 
ways been a subject of difficulty wlttl 
ancient geographers ; but here, where, 
and where only in Piedmont, gold b 
still raised, the name of the IclymuE 
may be traced in the villages of Cima 
de Mtditra and Pie de Mvliem, at the 
entrance to the valley where the mines 
are worked, and where yet, at the latter 
place, the receiver ot (he metal resides. 
This admitted, tbe commercial impor- 
tance of the ancient pass of (he Mora 
may be accounted for i its antiquity. 



d the. 



cellen 



e of what 



_., _. remote period 

Bs a line of intercourse, at least cootbI 
with that of the Great St. Bernard. 
" My recollections of the scenes 
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wbich I have passed throi^ in tbe 
lari tbrae At,^%, from Viip to Vogogno, 

-wild, intereBting, uvl beauiiiiil tbat I 
have jet nude ; and tbe Vol Auzaaoa 
1 have di>linguuhed ia mj taind aa 
tbe bappy valley, not only for tha 
bleiaingB which its inhabitant* poa- 
K8B, but the evils which they appear 
lo have avoided, and which have ren- 
deied even the prescDce of prieata 
imneoesBary, — at least I saw none ; 
nor did I, during my descent through 
the valley, ttata Mwugniga to Fie de 
Muliera, meet or see a lol^er, a doua- 
uier, or a beggar^-'^a goitre cir a cretin," 

At Macugnaga, an inn, which nuy 
be endured by an Alpine traveller, 
ofiers all Ita bad accommodiLtiona with 
so much civility, ■■ almost to reconcile 
the traveller to diagust, starvation, and 
want of rest. Myriads of fleas, and 
nondeaoript food do not promise well 
Ibr rest and refreshment ; but tbe 
little boat who keeps the inn — of 
whom ^Bop was the prototype — 
boosts of his having studied the tmmt 
St Lyons; where he seems to have 
fitted himulf for the servioe of Har- 
pagon. Still the inn may be endured. 
Sir the sska of the palace of nature in 
whicb it is placed. 

There is no scene in tbe Alps 
surpassing tha appearance of Moxii 
RoaA from Macugnaga ; at least it is 
better seen, than Mont Blanc is seen 
■t Charoouny ; ;.fTom its loftiest peaks 
to its base in the plain of Macugnaga, 
its vast masses are spread out be^e 
the observer. Its deep rifls are marked 
by lines of snow, and glaciers which 
atream from its summit lo tbe vault of 
■ K whence issues the torrent of Ansa. 



Tbe hi 



lateral m 



The little plain of Macugnaga is 
the arena of an amphitheatre, more 
than three sides of it are inoloted by 
enormous mountains. On the left is 
"'••erved tbe pass which leads over the 



Hoot Tuiloi to Abgna and the Val 
8esia (Route 104,*), thence, sweep- 
ing round to tbe right, the eye marks 
the Piisi Bianca, which minglea with 
tbe prodigious masses of Monte Roea, 
and passes on to tiie Cinu de Jaii, 
and the Col of the Monte Moro, a 
panorauu of unmatched grsndear. 
The plain of Macugnaga — a league 
long, and half a league wide— -is a 
luxuriant meadow, whicb produces 
abundance of food and fodder Ibr the 
oattle : there are many little hamlets in 
it, some almost touching tbe glacios. 
Tbe church of Macugnaga is a build- 
ing of more striking appearance and 
Tioherinits decorations than onewould 
eipect to find in such a wtuation. 

The defile below Peaterana divide* 
not only tbe valley of Featerana from 
that of Anzasca, but even tbe language 
of tbe inhabitants. In the Val Pes- 
terana and the plain of Macugnaga 
German alone is spoken, as in the 



in the deep rifts of Monte Rosa \ 
while in the Vsl Ansasca the lan- 
guage is Fiedmontese and Italian. 

The ascent to the pass of the H(»o 
is very abrupt, and the tiaveller risea 
rapidly above the little plun andiril- 
loge ix Macugnaga. The path lies 
at first thnni^ a straggling fbres^ 
but the Alps or pasturages are soon at* 
taiued, and thedoene thence presented 
is moat magnificent — all tbe masses 
of this glorious mountain are open to 
his viev, from ila peaks still thou- 
sands of feet above him to the basiii 
of Maougnaga, now thousands of feet 
below. Such a soena cannot be c<ni- 
ceived, and once seen can never be 
fbrgotten. From the high pasturages 
the path traversaa a stony and barren 
slope to the snow and glaciers, which, 
it is necessary to cruo. On tha 
summit, amidat a heap of stones, a 
cross is placed, and the traveller looks 
down on tbe other side of tbe moun- 
tain towards the vaUeys, and into a 
scene of sterility which has no relief 



ley of Baas it is desirable to walk alg«^ 
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ofiers itself; extending over the Tsllej 
of Aniacca and Antcona, to the plains 
of Italy and the chain of the Alps, even 
to its aubudence In the dlstaDt Ty- 
rol. The tTBTeller who, in going 
£-Dm Visp by the Moro, vithea to 
shorten his route and sToid Moeug- 
naga,'niay from the summit of the 
Moto descend to Campiale in the Val 
Aniasca by a tolerable path, but he 
Tould lose the finest views of the 
Monte HosB. 

Hie nunmit of the pass of the 
Uonte MoTO is 9100 English feet 
above the sea, and 4 or 5 hours are 
required to attain it from Macugnaga. 
The descent is at first difficult on the 
northern slope of the snow, but one 
Boon reaches an ancient paved road 
Which has been cut out of tbe lace of 
the precipices, and ftarfiilly overhangs 
a deep liollov into which the glaoieis 
Tbich strewn down from the sur- 
Tounding peaks seem to be poured. 
The spot is one of the most desolate 
in tbe Alps. Soon it is necessary to 
cross a very steep narrow slope of 
, which stretches down, below 



where it tl 






600 f^ ; here a slip wouid be fetal, 
but the guides trudge across it, laden 
with the traveller's lu^sge, as if the 
thought never ocourr^ to them that 
it was possible to slip and &11 into (he 
deep and feaiful gulf. At length tbe 
paved road is left, and no vestige can 
be traced of it — it has been destroyed 
by the masses which have fallen from 
the precipices abOT& 

He path DOW winds down the vast 
talus fbrmed by these repeated (alls of 
toeks, to reach the soeiDty herbage of 
the highest pasturagea. From below 
it is impossible to tiaoe any path, or 
even in what direction the path lier% by 
wbioh the descent has been made ; yet 
it is not a century nnoe this was the 
road by which the cornier regulariy 
passed fixim Piedmont to tbe Val- 



The pass of the Moro, and another 

across Che glaciers on the rigbt into 

the Val Antrona, ore mentioiwd in an 

old reoard of the date of 1440, as "fortt 

! paitagti,' and great expenses 

: incurred inl734 and sgun inl790 

e endeavour to restore them in or. 

^&cilitate the conveyance of salt 

other articles of commerce, but 

new repairs were soon destroyed 

ivalancbcs. As passes fbr com. 

:ial objects they a 



by t 



1 liey a 



only traversed by the smuggler, or 

the peasant wbo despises the danger 

difficulty if he find it the shortest 



i^r< 



>n of tbe spot. 



path tt 

Amidst the desolatioi 
upon which the traveller 
ed the Moro Erst feels himself safe, ha 
Anda the Alpine Ranunculus, GentiaD> 
ella, and other mountain flowers ; but 

the enormous glsoiera which surround 
him, give a featiiil impression of 
desolation. In an hour, however, he 
reaches the chikU of Destal, and 
here he can get such refVeshmenls as 
excellent milk, cheese, and eggs. 

The traveller who leaves the Vallaia 
to cross the Moro and descend upon 
Macugnaga, naturally seeks the en- 
joyment of the magnificent scene of 
Monte Rosa, as it buists upon the 
observer on the Moro. To obtain this 
it is necessary to reach the chileti cX 
Destal from Visp, of easy accomplish- 
ment in a day, in order to reach the 
summit of tbe Moro by 9 or 10 
o'clock, before the mists of the valley 
rise and obscure the mountain ; tat 
by midday, even in Ane weaUier, the 
Monte Rosa is often so belted by 
light clouds, that the ei^oyment « 
the view is withheld from all but those 
who will BTert then 



ningvi 



othei 



From Destal a difficult path crosses 
the mountains in the Val Antrona, a 
valley that debouches into the Val 
d'OsBola. 

Soon after quitting the chileli, tha 
patii leads down to a dreary lak* 
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laiTDed by tlie melting of Uis glaciera 
— ■ great giscier, in fact, dams the 
*a11ey, ■nd these waters accuoiulale 
within it. From the lower end of 
the lake the view of the norihern 
ude of the Cima de Jaii, aod some of 
the peaks of the Monte Itosa, present 
■ scene of savage subliroity. U is ne- 
eemny to sliirt the dam of ice and 
descend below it — an affair of some 
difficulty; how the cattle 









iicult to 



D reach their paiturages, il 



Fro 



ibelo. 



this Iwr 

tually to close the valley, that it is 
imposaible to imagine that aoy auces- 
nble alp lies aboie it. 

From this barrier the path lies 
down the yalUy, still sterile and filled 
with rocks aod stones j Che Rhodo- 
dendron, however, and a little brush- 
wood, giie evidence of improved ve- 
getation. About an hour brings the 
traveller to the village of AUmengaL 



1 this 






side, I 
n the west 



leads to Antrona ; am 
another path leads o\ 
glaciers of the Mont F£e to Zermatt 
in the valley of St. Nicolas. This 
presents a terrific appearance, hnt it 
is said to be without danger, though 
the traveller miist be an hour and 
hair on the glaciers. 

One of these paths is indicated in 
I^eller's map; buthe is not to be relied 
upon for accuracy, exoept with in Swil- 
lerland or its Irontiers. He is oflen 
wrong in Che Dsraes of plaoeii, and in 
their situations. 

About an hour below Allmengal 
lies the village of Micra. Before 
Teaching it, larches and pines are 
passed, bot they are atunted from 
their great elevation. After crossing a 
little plain, a rugged path leads down 
by a hamlet, and the traveller passes 
under Mont Fie, whose bright snows, 

singularly beautiful appearance to 
tbe mountaia. Soon after he arrives 
at the little plain and village of Saas, 



the prininpil commune of the v^ey. 
Formerly the traveller's only place ot- 
refuge was the house of the cur^ now 
an aubergs olTvrs its independent wel- 
come ; and Aloritz Zurbrnken, the 
innkeeper, is one of the best guides 
in the valley to the passes and objects 
of interest in Lis neighhaurhood. A 
very interesting account was lately 
published at Geneva by Marc Viridet, 
of a hazardous excursion made by him 
and two friends, under the guidance 
of Moritz, across the Roth-bom and , 
the glaciers of the Fletichorn. to the 
village of Simplon, 

The plain of Ssas is beautifiil 
amidst the wild scenery which sur- 
rounds it; it is nearly a mile long,' 
and its verdant meadows are refresh- 
ing to look upon after the sterility of 
Che upper valley and the pass of the 

Immediately below the plain of 
Saas the valley becomes a de&le, and 
rocks in the wildest disorder mark 



the pi 



.ting effect 



of wim 



magnificent cataracts pour their 
unregarded volumes of water into 
this deep and desolate ravine — which 
in other situations would divide cele- 
brity with the finest &11b in Switzer- 
land. The torrent of the Saas is ottea 
traversed in the descent over bridges 
which tremble under the weight of the 
traveller, especially if he be on a mule, 
for this valley is accessible 



tbed 



I of the I 



file, the little plain of AhaJta opens 
and presents its village and church, 
amidst meadows, gardens, and other 
evidence of a lower region and more- 
bvoured v^eUtion. . Below Aballa 
the valley becomes again a gorge of 
the wildest character ; and in the two 
hours required from Aballa to Stalden 
tbe path lies almost continually amidat 
scenes nowhere surpassed in the Alp*. 
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tot tlw savage vilduess of their cha- 
racter. How dangerous it has been to 
triTellen, eruahed by rocks that have 
fiOlen from abave, or who hire follea 
over the precipices, along wbich the 
path is carried on the side of the 
ravine, into the black gulf below, is 
shown by the numerous crosses stuck 
in [daces of danger — more than 150 
a( these are placed between Soas and 
SUlden; they mirk where life has 
been lost. Somelimei many are seen 
together bearing the same date, and 
marking the cocamon &ta of several 
at once. Other spots are so danger- 
repetition of fntal accidenU there. 
The initials of the victims, the date 
of the accident, and the P.P.N., 






n the I 



relieve their souls from purgatory. 
" The valley of S«a^" says Brock- 



g the 






t I hav 



n Swiuerland : 

vely steep, and terminated 
in a deepi narrow bed, through which 
the river tote its foaming way. I had 
lo cross it three times, and over bridges 
M ill eonatiucted, with only a &w 
[rina lud across, that to me, who Iiad 
been rather inured lo such places, the 
•enaation of croanng on a mule was 
horrible ; the planks moved loosely 
under ^e aiumal's feet, and the whole 
bbric shook as if an inbnt eould have 
orerlhrown it. Some bridges in the 
valley arc at fearful heights above the 
torrent : one of thesu, which I sketched 
■bout two miles above Stalden, serves 
n between some cot- 



tages and the opposite 
height above the water is from SOO 
to 300 IWt ; and the cottacei are so 
placed on the cliH^ that a Tine drept 
teora them would hang ftr over the 
torrent on the other ude. I have 
no where else seen such rugged wild- 
MM ; the huge old larches which 
orerhung the deep gorges of the river 
were of immense siie, and their giant 
linbs and roots, thrown about In a 
■arage grandeur, were quite in Moord- 






mdi.. 



Lg scenery. 



iply to the 1 
rent from Stalden to Saas, except at 
the little plain of Aballa; and tb« 
small quantities of barley raised, i« 
grown in such difficult situational 
that one wonders that the labour ia 
not an obstacle to any attempt to cul. 

Immediately before arriving at 
Stalden, the torrent of the Saas, and 
that of the Matter, or St. Nicolas 
valley, meet and rush with furj 
through the lofty arch of an Alpine 
stone bridge : from which the scene 
is_very grand. 

. A little below the confluence, and 
on the left bank of the river, the 
village of Stalden is situated ; here 
there ia a decent inn, where the tr»i 
veller may find accommodation and 
rest, if the two hours, yet necessarr 
for reaching Visp in the Vallais, should 
add too much to his day's fttigUBi 
SUlden ia about 8 miles irom Visp. 
After tlie beSa harrfart of the valln 
of Saa^ the scenery below Stalden ia 
tame. At Visp (Route 59.) there 
are two or three tolerable Inns, and 
the village offers many picturesque 
points of view : the snowy peaks ob- 
served to bound the view on looking 
up the valley iiom the bridge, are 
generally pointed out as Monte Boaa, 
but the " queen of the Alps " cannot 
be aeeii from Visp. TTiose peaks are 
on the mountain of Saos, which di- 
vides the. valley of Saas and St. 
Nicolas, and overhang the glaciera 
nbieli are crossed in going from All- 
mengal to Zermatt by the path al- 
ready mentioned. 

ROUTE 106. 



The first eight miles of this route 
take the traveller back to Stalden, 
whence, aaaending by the road on Ibe 
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light vithout craning the tomnt. be 
mten the MaCtertsl or tsIU; of St. 
Kleolu. Tha road ui»rried along the 
iteep alope of the aide of the moun- 
Uin which bounda and narrons the 
ralUy, where the furious torrcot dc- 
Kending from Zertnatt fiwisg in its 
deep course fal below the path of the 
traveller. The «ait buttress which, 
nsting against Monte Roia, stretches 
down towards the Valais, diTiding the 
Talle; oT the Suu Iram that of SL 
NioolaI,l( ■ 



of the 



'erfi irhieh Raw through 
. B. The slope at the con- 
fluence is richly wooded, and among 
its forests and pasturages, the village 
sC Grenchen is seen on the left, in the 
nlley of St Nicolas ; It is remark- 
able as (he hirthptue of Thotnai 
Platter, the reformer, who was B 
phyucian of Basle. This nllage the 
guides rarely fell to point out. 

The route to St. NieoUa is not so 
fearfully savage as the path up the 
mile; of Saas, though, but for the 
immediate comparison, the Val St 
Nicolas is wild enough to salialy a 
lover of Alpine scenes. In two hours 
the traveller from Stalden reaches the 
village ai St. Micidas, the chief place 
in the valley ; it is agreeably situated 
amidst the orchards and fbrests which 
enrich its immediate vicinity ; the 
house of the cur* ia usually rasortcd 
to by itrangeri, and bb hospitality 

llie Jaumey to Zeimatt from 
Tiap is a short one of nine hours 
only, and St Nicolas is about half 
way. Starting at a very early hour 
from Visp, the traveller might cross 
the glaciers of the Cerrin on Ihe same 
day, and reach the chOttt of Brieul : 

the morning from Zermatt cross the 
glaciers, and reach the Val d'Aotta 
at Chatillon the same evening, that 
is, supposing the effort of the tra- 
veller be to reach Cbatillon from Visp 
in two days I the more frequent prac- 
tice, however, ia to go to Zermatt on 
the firat day, to Val Toiunaoelie on 



tbe second, and CbatUlon on fht 

Above St. Nicobu the miley be. 
eomee mtich narrower, and the path 
in many places carried along a steep 
alope where a slip would hurry tht 



destruction. The valley widens before 
arriving at Herbnggen, and pasaaa 
near a fine glacier descending from 
the Scballhorn. There ia a eaacade 
near this which merits notice. The 
next village above Herbu^en ia 
Randa. 

On tbe 8Tth«>f Deoember, 1819, 



arged i 



lelf fro 



a precii^Ee of the Weisabom, 1500 
&et high, behind the vinage ^ 
Kanda ; it did not reach it in Ae- 
Bcending, but passed a little on oat 
aide of it, jtX the mere draft uf air 
produced by a &I1 from such a VHt 
elevation destroyed the grefiter part 
of the houses, scattering the timbera 
of which they were built like st ra wa 
over the mountain side to the distance 
of a mile, and hurling milistoaea 
many fathoms up bill. 

About an hour higher up tban 
Randa is aJargerviHa^ — Tcwb, — 
where, if foul weather ^ould-overtake 
the traveller, he has 'little chance at 
comfort; the few unfortunates who 
have atsid here have left their male. 
diclioru upon ha dirty ai 
acommodatioDs. 

At Zermatt, two hours further, 
house of tbe cur^ oBen ita faoepi 
lities, and a worthier host than Ji 
Francois de la Costa cannot be to 
A good little /m, however, com 
able in Itself, and kept by civil 
people, is now establiahed here. 

In the little plain of Zermatt, ■!. 
tuated amidst the grandest scenoy of 
nature, surrounded by forests of innes 
and vast glaciers, is placed, with its 
neat church, this elevated and retired 
viUigCwith more cleanness and coat~ 
fort among its inhabitants than is to 
be found in many places c^ gmter 
pretensiona. This boa perhaps been 
eaeetcd by the inflni - - 
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fbr maay minehJogisU, botanuts, 
and entomdoguti, come here to 
eollsct ridi harrests io the nei^i- 
bMirhood. The interfoune with the 
\wi d'Aosta b; the Mont Cer<in is 
not Sequent enough Co produce such 
effect upon the maoiieri and character 
eS the inhabitants, — the eiample of 
the worthy cnrS may howeier hsie 
done raueh. Here many days may be 
■pent in eiciinions to the ^ieieti and 
points of view with which the neigh- 
bourhood abounds, and to which many 
of the inliahitants are eieellent guides, 

Vimn Zermatt, a path, already ad- 
TBTted to, leads to the TaDey of Saaa, 
and another — very rarely used— is 
Wd to lie directly aerois the glaciers 
of Monte Rosa, by a course known 
by the nsniB of the Ar^te-blancbe, to 
Uacugnoga ; this pass is better Lnown 
by its German appellation, Weiisen 
Tfaor. The diatauoe from Zerrostt 
to MacugiuigB by this pass is IS 
hours, and its highest point eioeeda 
18,000 English feet. : " Hetr Zum- 
Mein, bowerer, considers the &ct of 
tiie passage only ai a doubtful tra- 
dition, 81^ certunly no one living is 
known lo have croaed it"* — Ed. ? 

But the grand ol^ject of a visit 
to Zermatt Is the M/mt Crrvt'n, 
which, Irom the village, is seen to rise 
in ungular beauty sod tnaguiflceDce 
against the sky, of a pyrainidil form, 
and more than 4000 feet of deration 
above the bed of ice irom which it 
■eemato spring. In thewhole chain 
of the Alps not one object oaen so 
alriking an appaarance as this re- 
markable mountain, which lifls itself 
from an otberwise unbioken line of 
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each language giving its own: thni 
the Mont Cervin in French is tbe 

Monte Silvio in Italian, and the 'Mat- 
terhom in GernuiD; end the village 

side of the mountain as Praborgne. 

When the traveller in the Alps 
receives the hospitality of the cur^a 
of retiled tillagss, where there are dd 
inns, it is usual to leave with tlie 
housekeeper, or for her, a donatioU, 
which it is just should at least equal 
the cost of such accommodation at an 
inn 1 the tai would otherwise be 
heavy upon the limited means of the 

thus insured to &ture travellers. 

There is another cluster of huts and 
granges called Zumsee, still furtba 
up the little plain of Kermatt ; it lies 
close to the glaciers of the Breitbon^ 
but is passed on the left by the trai. 
veller who approaches the.CerriiL 
About an hour above Zermatt the 
path abruptly eods in a deep rift intte 
mountain, in the depths of which the 
torrents&om the glaciers ofthe Cerrm 
are seen to sCrnggte and force their 
way into the valley of Zermatt. Apotk 
has been cut out of the overhan^n^ 
rock to reach a wild Alpine bridge t^ 
whicb the torrent is crossed, and ths 
ascent to the Cervin abruptly eodV' 
mences by a path which passes by 
some granges and up a rugged coun6 
through a pine forest, in which, how^ 

enters upon same scanty pastivagcB 
enamelled with flowers, and making 
a considerable d£UmT to the rights 



Often it is neceisary .to 

ms, and this fatiguing ascent 
ety until he reach tin 
glaciers i and this Is only after a 
fatiguing march of fo^r hotirs from 
Zermatt, and two long hours to reach 
the summit are still required on die 
glaciers, which are ftee from danger, 
though de^ rifts on the left p<MMt 
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out the risk of deriating iroai tbe 

From the summit of the pass, which 
eiceeda 1 1,000 Eoglish ftet above the 
level of the sea, the scene aiound is 
one of eitraDrdiosrjr magnificence; 
the eye wanders over a yasl inter- 
Tening country to the Berneae Alps, 
sireeps round by the Breithorn and 
Moute Hosa, looka down upon a 
thousand peaks towards Fiedmoni, 
and rests upon that wonder of the 
Alps, a pinnacle of rock, the Cer.in or 

whose peak is 15,200 English feet 
above the sea. During the ascent, this 
glorious object — the motive tor his 
journey, the reward of bis eiertion — 
is constantly before the tourist. 

On the actual crest of the Col there 
is some btiie rock, aod a little space 
so exposed that the snow cannot rest 
upon iL Here SautHure remained 
three days, with his son and attendants. 



engaged 



ex pet II 



which they sheltered still exist, and 
also of a redoubt thrown up three 
centuries ago by the VallaLsans, and 
'known by the name ol Fort 8t. 
Th^idule 1 it never could have been 
intended for serious defence, but 
placed there with a silly military 
which the Swiss displayed at 









of the Alps. 
From the aumrait the descent to- 
wards the Val d'Aosta still lies over 
the glacier for two hours, thence down 

and difficult of descent, for two hours 
more, before the traveller can reach tbe 
eMleU of Mont Jumont,— the first on 
the side of Piedmont, without even 

vening between Zumsee, the last 
habitations in Sivitierland, and this 
place, a distance of nine hours. About 
an hour below tbe chilets of Mont 
Jumont, is tbe plain of Breuil, 
where tiiere are msny granges, and a 
chape1,in which, once a year, during 
the resort to the putuiages in these 



high regions, service is perfonned. 
The plain of Breuil appears to have 
anciently been a lake^ Proin its 
lower extremity the peak of the' Cer- 
vin is seen on the side opponte to 
Switzerland, but still towering over 
its enormous bed of gladere. 

Below the plain of Breuil, the 
route descends by a wild and deep 
gorge, through which a torrent rushes; 
and scarcely leaves space enough for 
a path by the nde of the rock; 
through this savage ravine, one o[ 
the wildest in the Alps, the traveller 
passes for about two hours, and iheii 
reaches the first village, which is 
composed of many houses scattered 
over the slopes of an amphitheatre of 
rich pasturage, surrounded by moun- 
tains. This, the highest village in 
■' illey, bears also its name— Val 



Tourni 



called 



, the Piedmon' 



ose, Bi 



The difl5eul[ and danger- 
ous passes into tbe Vallais are the 
surest courses for smugglera. For- 
merly, in defiance of Napoleon, and 
his Berlin decrees, they passed these 
frightful solitudes laden with British 
muslinsttemptedbya high reward; but 
sometimes they were shot by tbe pre- 
pDs£ stationed at points of observational 
From the village of Val Tour.. 
nanche to Chatillon is a joumef of 
about six hours, generally deep in the 
ravine through which thsToumaDobe 
foams ; two or three little hamlela are 
passed, the principal of which is 
Antey. On approaching Chiitillon 
the road tises high up on the side of 

mous blocks of serpentine which have 
fallen from tbe mountains, whose 
bases bound the gorge. 



The 



»of tl 



have been detached, present the 
richest colours to the pencil trf' the 
artist, and the vast trunka and wild 
branches of the chestnut and walnut 
trees increase the picturesque cha- 
racter of the valle'-. Through a fiw«at 
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of these the path descend^ and on 

emerging li'oni it the Val d'Aoata 
opens, the old and ncv bridges of 
CbiCillon spaimiDg with their single 
arches the dt«p ravine of the Tour- 
ride of the Val d'Aosta, the ruins of 
the Chateau d'UBSelle present those 
materiolB of tlie picturesque For which 
the valley of Aosta is so celebrated. 

The bridges are among, the most 
remarkable objects at Chatillon. That 
over which the high road now pi 



ingle a 



, thro 



across a deep gulf. Fi 
fiirtherdown the torreni,(ne remaina 
of a Roman bridge, also a single, and 
ttill an entire arch ; and immediately 
over it another bridge, one which 
served its purpose for many ages, but 
it has now been superseded by the new 
bridge, and its improved approaches. 

In the depth of the gulf, and a little 
up the stream, iite forges, strangely 



plsc, 



1 working 



sake of I 






We have been obliged by a tra- 
veller who has kindly furnished us 
Willi his notes vpoii a tour of Monte 
Rosa, which may appropriately be 
inserted here, at the risk of some little 
repetition of the information given iu 



' "ThereiBnovadeoentlittlenioun- 

may be spent with much advantage 
in thoroughly exploring the upper 
portionofthiaremarkablevalley. The 
two most accessible and most usual 
■icursions are, 1st, the ascent of the 
lower rang^ called the Ueifel, on the 
E. tide of the valley, for a neat view 



of Monte Rosa ; 2d. the excursion to 
the Schwamsee, for a near view of 
the Malterhom. 

" The ascent of the Reifel is a plea- 
sant and easy excursion of about six 
hours, the chief part of which might 
probably be done with a mule. Two 
hours and a half of rapid ascent from 
ZennaM brings tlie traveller to the- 
edge of a wild precipice, opposite to 
the Breithom, but separated from the 
main chain of the Alps by a deep 
valley occupied hy the great Korner- 
gletscher. Another three quarters of an 
hour of more gradual ascent, skirting 
round the base of the high peak, called 
the Reifbl horn, leads to another similar, 
but still greater point of view, com- 
manding the whole chain of Monte- 
Rosa, from the Br^thorn to its sum-- 
mit, with the subordinate cluuns or bat-; 

north-east. Five great glaciers sweep 
down from the main chain of the Alps; 
the Glacier de St. Theodule, above 
which is the pass to Breuil ; then the 
Breithorn-gletscher in two branches; 
ncit the glacier Monte Rosa; next 
the Komer-gletscher, descending troni' 
the Komer-born, a point lying north- 
ward of Monte Rosa, into which fell 
the other four, and which itself de- 
scends into the valley of Zermatt.. 
This is called by Keller the Zermatt. 
gletscher. From thi* point a tra- 
verse of three quarters of an hour 
across the mountain leads to a com- 
pletely different scene, overlooking 
tlie Findel-thal, a deep valley rinng 
up to the Findel -gletscher, above 
which rises the Strallhom, and com- 
manding a magnificent view of th^ 
snowy peaks which separate the volley 
of Zermatt on on eside from that of Soat, 
on the other fioro the Turtman-thal. - 
" From this point to Zermatt is a:, 
descent of IJ to a hours. The roul« 
retuma into the path by which we as- 
cended. By a circuit of half an hour, 
or so, thefootoftheKorner-glelscher^ 
where the river issues from it, may be 
visited : and Ihougb the vault of ice> 
in 1840, was &r inferior to tboce of 
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tlw Glkeiet du Boil, or Gfindelmld, 
Oe eiquiaiu beauty of the cpot well 
ducTiea ■ Tisil. There is no noniiiie 
to deform it : and here, I believe, one 
nwy literally touch the meulawa with 
(MM band, and the glaicier with the 
other. Coro-fielda are seen aboiej at 
a condderable elevation, and the 
needlea ot ice which rise against the 
ijiy on the higher port of the glacier 
contrast with the larches which fringe 
the mouDiun sidi^ Of near views the 
Alps offer few more lovely, or more 
MiDBrkable. Tlie descent from the 
glacier to Zermalt it about 45 mi- 

" The ascent to the Schwartzaee oc- 
cupiea about 3 bouts. Ladies can 
lide all the way i but the ascent, 
though not dangerous, is in part very 
«leep and tatiguiug. The Schwartzsee 
is a little lake, or nther pond, at an 
elevation oT 8000 to 9000 feet, on a 
butlresB of the Matterbom, with a 
loiw ch^Ml beside it. There is no- 
thing reinarkable in the qiot itself: 
but Ifae low ridge east of it cammands 
^superb panoranuc view of the whole 
basin of Zemuitt, with its surrounding 
mountains: a view detadedly finer 
than that hota the Heifel. Here the 
Matterborn, rising overhead, is the 
prinoipal object) but the view also 
embraco the whole extent of the 
Komer-gletscher, to the top of 
l/ioate Rosa. A still finer view is 
obtained by mounting the rocky peak 
■bpve the lake, called, I think, the 
KleiaerborD, an hour's steep ascent, 
in part over ice. Either fimn this 
point, or from the Sehwartisee, a dit 
ftrent route may be taken, descending 
westward to the foot of the great gl&. 
iner of Kmutt, and through that vil- 
lagsi, along the western branch of the 
TaUey to Zermatt This route passes 
tiliougb fine larch forests, and abounda 
in moat singular and beautiful pic- 
t¥ires. It crosses the river by a wooden 
In'idge, of large span, at an immense 
height above the water. The descent 
this way is less steep, but rather 
longer : it will take about 3j hours. 



A third day, if it'could be qwred, 

might no doubt be well devoted to 
the Findel-lhal, especially by the en. 
terprising traveller who woiild risk « 
bad night's sleeping in the chalet*, 
with the view of pushing on in thft 
morning to the Welssea thor, the pau 
alluded to p. 267., from the sumnut 
of which the view is probably superli^ 
I do not suppose that much difficulty 
would be found in tlie ascent ; the 
greet steepness of the Italian ude is 
said to form the chief obstacle to tbia 
unfrequented route. 1 was told at 
Macugnaga, that it had been ctoued 
thissummEt (IS40), the first time fbi 
13 years. 

" The route from Zermatt (o Saa« 
has been spoken of : it is described as 
difficult and dangerous from its steep* 
ness; the glaciers, probably, are mtich 

" Another practicable route from 
Zermatt, over an untravelled country, 
may be taken, diiect to Sion, by the 
EringerthaL This is two days' work : 
the way lies up the Zennstt gletscher. 
ajid across the cliain which, descend- 
ing from the Matterbom, branches 
out into the chains which separate the 
Eringerthal, the Einfischthal, and the 
Turtman-thal. I spoke with a young 
man who bad passed that way, who 
said that 5 or 6 hours were necessaiy 

not dangerous. The EringCTOid is 
unknown to tourists, although a pns- 
ticable passage into Italy. 

" So steep are the walls of ice wbldi 
hem in the valley of Zermatt, that 
above St Nicolas there is literally no 
practicable route to the next valley 
westward — the Turtmanthal: and only 
one to that of Saas on the east, and 
that in bad reputation even in this 
country. Except the route upwards 
beside the river, there is no way of 
quitting the valley above St. Mieola^ 
except over glaciers. Of these, that 
by St. Thtodule is the easiest. It is 
hardly necesssiry to observe, that nona 



mended except ii 
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flmilty in to findai 
meatioD' Jean Boptiste BrvntAohen 
qwaks a little Freniji, and is probablj 
one of the best Another, Fetei Ta. 
inttttr, who ouult with me the tour 
«f Monte Boea, pleased ote mudi by 
hla active, irilling, and afiectionate 
Cnnper. Tbe reconimendatioii of tbe 
Innkeeper at Zermatt roa; be tnuted. 
The aicent and passage of St. Tbi- 
odule hare been already TnentLoned. 
The Italian side of tbe mountun is 
mote dangerous, in respect of ct^ 
VMses ) and bere tbe guides took the 
precaution to tie thenueliei and me 
together with ropet, To those Who 
intend to make the tour of Monte 
itoea, howerer. it is needless to de- 
■oend to Brenii i their oourse lies to 

of ice, Dot greatly lower thui the crest 
'* """ "" '' ridge called the 

g from the 






longatiinii the chain separating tbeVal 
Challant from the Val Toumanobe. 
Vtom St. Tb£adule to Ayas, by ibis 
Toute, is said to be about S hours, of 
which two or more must in over the 
ice. I loet the pleasure of this route, 
by an unlucky adventure, wbich caused 
Ble to descend to Breui1,aadrecroeaUM 

of distance and fetigne; snd having 
bean banigfated. I can say little of tbe 
■pper part of tba tidley, except that 
it doeSDotappear to be oiF very striking 
ebaraeter. from the time, however, 
tikat we reached the region tif trees it 
became very beautiful; and as seen 
imperfectly by the moon, which glit- 
tered on the snows of the Breithoni, 
DOtbing could bavc been more ro- 
mantic, if we bad only known wbere 






i bad n 



eating oursetvea from tbe Ibrest, w« 

reached the village of Fraschei, abool 
half past 10, and knocked up a hc^ 
pitable peasant, named Jean Joneph 
ViUermatl — with a ftmily of fin 
lads, hunters — who apoke fVenoh^ 
and would make good guides. It 
would have shortened the way tit 
sleep at a higher hamlet, which w* 
missed in the dark. The name of 
Fraschei, it should be added, doe* not 
appear in any of the maps. 

The pais 'leading tp the I^ys-tbU 
is called the Furca di Betta: th« 
ascent lies through larch wood^ up a 
very steep acclivity, by a good patlL. 
There ' - ' 






I Keller 



8100 Frei 
height I should suppose to he ovcfi 
rated. The summit ia three easy 
hours ftom Fraschei^ — the view not 
exCensive, ' A rapid descent leada 
down into the valley of the Lja. 
Near the second ch^et a path tumt 
off to the left, towarda tbe head of 
the valley, where there is a large and 
handsome house owned by a wealthy 
proprietor; the right-hand path leada 
down to Son Giacomo(7) about BH 
hour below the large house, wbaic 
there is a small auberge. Being r»> 
fined a bed at the mansion, and una 
able to procure one at the hostelry, 
my guide and I took up our quarter* 
in a baru full of hay. Nothing call 
be imagined finer than the head of tin 
Lys-tbal. The Lys-gletscher, ffbioh 
descends low, is ibrmed by the iiaioli 
of two magnificent branches, whick 
sweep down from the Lys Kamm; 
Bock, river, rich' pasturages, foresla^ 
glaciers and monmains, and so a^ 
mirably combined as to present a eex 
lies of most exquisite views, both in. 
deaeendiiig and in passing along the 
bottom of tbe valley. Near tbs 
illage chapel and clcse by tbe road, 
bere is a remarkably picturesque 
spot on the river, which has boUowed 
'self a very deep channel, aorosK 
taieh has fallen a mass of rock, 
tming a natural bridge, wtiich leadl 
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to the chapel and some adjacent I the wilder parts of 
botuea. There is aln a bridge half Trees there are " 

•n hour bigher.above the great house. 
" From the Lys-tbal to Maeugnaga 
is ■ very long and hard day, including 
fwo high and steep passes. Tbe £rst, 
ae Col d'Ollen, ia given by Keller as 
BSOO French feet above the sea. The 
lint ascent is very rapid, comnianding 
Cne vieirs bolh up and down the 
vallej. About half way up a. large 

several chillets, at the highest of 
which I breakfasted. It is the best 
and largest I have seen in the Alps, 
being a large slone building contain- 
ing two good beds in an inner apart- 
ment, large provi^on of household 
utensils, and every thing beaulifiilly 
clean. The mistress, a civil obliging 
iroman, is irom the neighbourhood 
of Aosta, and brings her cows an- 
nually, first to (he neighbourhood of 



e Highlands, 
and the gla- 
ciers oi ine mam cnoin are I should 

think concealed by the precipices un- 
der which I passed; which were veiled 
by clouds. From the chalets, the 
way lies down a very steep stMicase 
— EuchitUterallyis'until.ontuniing 
the laHy peninsula on which they 
stand, between two converging glena, 

heart of Monte Rosa, from which a 
magnificent glacier streams far into 
the valley. Tbe mountains on eitbet: 
side rise very steeply, and are well 
clothed with larches below and pos- 
tures above. Much ground would 
be saved if the river could be crossed 

full charged from the glaciers, we 
were obliged to descend for 40 mi- 
nutes irom the chalets to the first 
bridge, a very picturesque spot, which 
we reached at iSo 'clock, about 6houTS 



then hither — where she had been 


(lom the Lys-thal. eicluding ixap- 


(Aug. 11.), only 15 days. The ther- 


pages. This upper part of the Val 




Sesia is very fine, and if accommu- 


morning, stood at 46. From the 


dation be to be had at Alagna,WDul4 


■alley to this chalet took 1 hour 


repay an eicursion from Varallo. 


30 minutes, thence to the Col 1 hour. 


Such Hccom modal ion may, however,- 


10 minutes 1 a steep ascent, about 


be had at Riva about U hour below 


SO minutes over snow, llie passage. 


Alogna. 


R mere ridge, is marked by some re 


The Col de Turlo. is one of the 


in.-irkable insulated oc B 


ee es and most laborious pasiBi 


time the moun v m h 


ave crossed. Keller gives for 


clouded, but some of g pa ts 


ts h ght 7890 French feci, which 1 


vound Monte R sa k m 


sh d hink must be an error; it 


time to time w d fT 


rs higher than tbe Col d-Qllen, 


The descent- is d st 


ook gei to mount, and has much 


The way to A ru S. E 


mor ow on it. The first stage o€ 


Turning off from w 


Ih sc nt is by a mule path, so steep. 


laborious and pathless course, in and 


as to seem dangerous : this leads to ■ 




group of chalets in about 45 minutea^ 


ing again under a wall of dark rocks 




till we reached a small pool 1 hour 


up the stony steep mountain ade, ge- 


SO minutes from the Col, and pro- 


nerally in the mist, and turning, it. 


bably of nearly equal elevation, after 


seemed, easterly round the head of » 


which a rapid ascent brought us in 


basin, until in 3 hours 30 minute* 


45 minutes to the first group of 


from the bridge, I found myself on a 


chUets, — the chalets de Riva. By 


lift of tbe fog, at some height above 


tbe way we passed under a very high 


a large bed of snow in the bottom.- 


walerlall of considerable body. This 




pan of the route resembles much 
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thin herbage, along nbich we passed 
to Ihe last ascent, up a steep hoilow 
filled with snav, between vhich and 
the rock ve pstsed od the north 
Ade< Saw here a single chamois- 
The passage of the G>1 is not where 
one would eipect, but more to the 
north, marked bya cross, which, how. 
m.er, we did not see (ill near the 
summit' - A well-traced path winds 
i^ to it, which however must be co- 
vered with anow till late in the year. 
The Col is a mere ridge ; it is worth 
while to mount the cluster of rocks 
to the S. E., from which the descent 
may safely he made across the snow. 
The sceue was very grand, thnugh 
elouds obscured tbe view. I doubt 
whether the summits of Monte Bosa be 
visible. From the bridge 
Col 3 hours 20 minutes ' ' 
slight deviation from tfai 
tog; by a ii-eah pair of legs it might 
be done in 3 hours from the bridge, 
or 4 from Alagna. On the N. E. 
^e, tbe snow is very much more ei' 
tendve, and tbe descent very abrupt : 
it is necessary to keep well to the 
Lett in croBsiug the snow, then descend 
rocks and traverse back to the tight 
agwn. This is quick work, as the 
slopes are often steep enough for a 
gtiiiade. After coming to the line 
of vegetation, the descent becomes 
very fetiguing, for the mountains rise 
round the valley like a wall, and are 
^vered with a thick uadergrowth of 
wtrubby rhododendron and bilberries, 
on which the foot takes no bold. 
Beached the bottom in 1 hour JO mi- 
nutes, thence I hour 15 minutes along 
> very gentle slope, and through beau- 
tifid scenery to the junction with Ihe 
valley of Macugnaga. Instead of de- 
scendiog with the stream however, 
towards Fealerana, &c., the way to 
Macugnaga turns off at a conuderahle 
elevation round the hill, commanding 
most eiquiaite views. It reaches the 
bottom of the valley near a small 
hamlet, where it is necessary to avail 
!'s self of the only ( I believe) bridge 






d thence 



short sharp ascent to Macugnaga, SO 
minutes from the mouth of the 
upper valley. 

Worse quarters might be ertdured 
for the sake of Monte. Rosa. Th« 
master, a poor deformed man, ii very 
civil and attentive, has some notion ol 
cooking, and professes to bave fhur 
good beds, of which I presume I got 
the worst, and can get others. Some 
days might well be spent in . tbii 
beautiful valley. Faccard picked up 
here a tragic story of the murder of 
two travellers by their guides two 
years ago ; but, as he hates the Pied- 
montese, I do not implicitly believe 
it. Still in these remote valleys, with 
an Italian population, I thmk any 
traveller would do well in having a 
known man at his side, eveu at the 

night, and in the morning the cloud* 
were low. I started at Ilh. 30 nun. 
not having seen a glimpse of Monte 
Rosa, hut with the sun over bead 
and the hope of getting above the 
clouds, a hope o^y partially ful- 
filled. I saw theretore very little 
of the Italian side of the Moro — 
a most magnificent pass. Reached 



I after 



harp s 



'amble up a 



a slope of rocks, reached a 
a plat or basin of snow, witn a wau 
of snow bounding It, along which we 
slanted, laJKiriously, to the leA, and 



tarks the 



t 20 1 



ig liom Ma- 



past 3, about 31 hours ^0111^ fro 
cugnaga. Keller ^vea Ihe 
7T50Frenchfeet, which, judging from 
the total absence of vegetation and 
extent of snow on each side, must be 
considembly too low. 

" Fifteen minutes quick descent clears 
the groat mass of snow, after which 
the path lies high above the glacier 
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which fiUi tb« SxiAtte hollov beknr, 
MMAetinies over a p^ved road broken 
by RfsUrches and torrenU, sometimes 
mai itetip Elopei of snow not good 
Ar w«li Denes, the slant b«ng coa- 
MtnJaie, and Ihe depth beloir not 
triflmg. The lut of theie ia about 
1 hour from the top ; thence to tbe 
ebUetsof De«ta1,aOminulea; tbeoce 
t« Sus, 3 houn SO miuulea, — n'j 
cjujck. Macugnag& to Sub about 
T| hours' qiiick walking. It vould 
complete thii tour well to ctdu direct 
by Monte Fee to Zennatt, a dit 
ficult route, as has beeD sold, and 
thence to Sion by the Eringerthal— 
three days' work-. But such a circuit 
ai this requires a continuance oriiae 
-weather such as is rarely met with. 

" A bettei division of this toar, as to 
dlAtanee, might be made by sleeping 
M the ob^lets on the Col d'Ollen 
(bating first asceruined that they 
are ooeupied), instead o! stopping at 
ttaeLys-tha); or by starting very early, 
and taking the route of the Cimes 
Blanobea, it would be possible to 
reach the Lys-thal in one day Innn 
Zeroiatt. This however would be' a 
very hard day, probably of 15 or 16 
boun' walkiug. — A. T. M." 



■ The shorten route ftom Turin to 
Ivrea, at the entrance of the Val 

d'Aoata, is by JLemie, Volpiano, St. 
Benigno, and Foglis — all large vil- 
lages or. towns, containing from 1 800 



9t beautiful cburchei 



a 3000 iiihab 
has one of the n 
in Piedmont. 

The road lies across the 
plains which i^tteod to tbe 
the Alps; and before arri 
Foglis, two of the torrents w 
scend from the Alps sre cross 
Blalone and the Onw — oi 



bridges, and between Foglis ' UMti; 
Ivrea anothet river, the Chiu»ell% iS' 
CToesed, near to where the load bj 
Foglis fUls into tbe high toftd from 
Cbivaato to Ivrea. Tliia ipot baa. 
some celebrity, us the scene of a bu». 
cenfiil struggle of the French agwust 
the AustrisDS: it was (he first battle, 
in the war of 1800, and inuuediatd)' . 
preceded the victor; of Aluengo. Iti 
the combat Dn tbe Chiusella the, 
Austrian General Salfi was killed,.' 
Two other villages lie beyond Pogli« 
on this road, — Montalegno and Ro- 
mano. The distance from Turin to 
Ivrea by Ibis road is IS leagues ; a 
better but longer road lies throu^ 
Chiroiso and l^uao. 

Jena is a large walled town. Tbe 
entrance is highly picturesque, aoroaa 
the deep bed of the Doire, which 
flows immediately below the Fort <fc 
2Wn. It contains about SOOO la- 
habitants. Here large markets are 
held,towhich cheese and other pastoral 
prodnceof the Alps are brought; it is 
also a depdt lor tbe iron which is ob- 
tained near Cogne, and &om other 
mines worked in the valley ; here, 
also, some cotton works have been 
recently eatablisbed. 

Tbe prison la a large builiUng, with 
towers at the angles ; thesa and 
the old walls, from many plants of 
view, furnish most picturesque m^ 
(erials tor the sketch-book. Thia 
town or city, as it is called, — sod 
in Eogliih estimation, as the seat 
of a biUiop, ought perhaps to be 
considered one, — is said to be tbe 
southern gate to tbe Val d'Aosta. It 
is of great antiquity, and mentio»ed 
by many aiidenE authois under tbe 
name of Eporedia. Strabo says that 
here the unibrtunate Salastu, made 
prisoners by Tercotius Vaito, when 
these brave people of the Val d'AoaU 
were, subdued, were sold as slaves by 
public auction, to tbe number of 
36,000. 

On leaving Ivrea, on the right is ■ 
vast ridge of alluvium, the Moata 
Bolegiwi whioh •trstcbaa lata the 
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phim. Hie itad aicenda oa the left 
bank. of the Doire, panei below the 
cb^RU of Moataito, aud contiauea 
diTDii(|h the rich broad taHey of the 
Doiie — broad enough to coiutitute 
a part of the pUIu, for at Settlmo 
Victone, S\ leaguea, the atcenC haa 
tiaeii so gradokl m searcelf to bavi 
been perceived. Nor is it in bet until 
tfae tniveller reach Font St. AUrtiii, 
two leaguet, that he may be said to 
have taitly entered this voUej of the 

At Font St. Martin, however, all 
doubt is removed. Thaloft; arch which 
fbnneriy (jiaiiiwd the torrent of the 
Iiya, one of the fioest Roman works of 
its class in the valley, hoa now been re- 
moved for another.bctter adapted to the 
iaiproved intercourse of the inbabit- 
aataortheTallejvith tbeplaina. The 
of thii village is strikiogly 



The 



( Val de 



-alley 



Ijys offers a temptation to i 
and a visit to the lillagea siluated at 
the foot of (he gUcieis of Monte 
Roia (Route 104.) will well repay 
the explorer of an Alpim 



dirtance &om its confluence with the 
i>oire, the road ascends to Dona^ 
where a Roman work — ■ pierced 
rook — is passed through, and near to 
it ia a Roman nulestone cut iu the 
ook, noting 



Front 



a the road a: 



indsal 



Fort Bard, celebrated for the teto- 
praary check which it gave to the 
adranee of the French army un- 
der Buonaparte, in 1800. It was 
garrisoned by only 400 AustrianSj 
jret Bucb was the strengtb of the po- 
•icioD, (hat Buonaparte almost de- 
quired of carrying it, and a tew days 
more must have starved his army into 
■ retreat ; by a gallant mancei^vre, 

a single gun, above the precipices 
of the Mont Albarvdo, which over, 
hangs Bard, they gh«ck«d the battery 



whioh covered the ^proach to the 
town, and the army passed by night 
under tbe grenades and poU di fin 
thrown by the fort. Another gun 
was raised to a belfry which com. 
mauded the gate of the fort, and tUq 
Auslriana, fearing an assault, surren- 
dered. Upon such slight occurrences 
the fate of Europe turned. As (be 
French army would have devoured 
all the supply of the Vald'Aosta in a 
few days, it must have retreated, and 
the battle of Marengo, one OC tin 
most brilliant events of Frencb history, 
would not have been fought Wiihina 
few years tbe fort bas been greatly 
strengthened, and it is now considered 

Atler passing through tbe steep and 

narrow streets of Bard, tbe eutrance 
is seen, on the lefl, to the vaUm 
of Champorchcr, whence a path leads 
by the village of Pont Bosel to tb^ 
Col de Reale in sii hours, and by 
this pass and the valley of the Soanua 
to Ponteinlhe Val d'Orca. 

Above Bard the valley is narrow, 
and ofiers little variety in ascending 
by the deep and rapid course of the 
Dulrc to 

Verrex, 2i leagues from Pont St. 
Martin, is situated at the entrance 
to the Val Challant (Route 104.). 
Here many improvements have re- 
cenlly been made, especially in the 
construction of a new bridge and many 

warned ; that kept by Jean Garda, 
the post-house, is the best. Through- 
out the valley, however, the addlttou 
to the numbers of the inns, and of the 
accommodations which they oB^r to 
travellers have undergone an eitraor* 
dinary improvement within a few 
years. In the autumn of 1840 a 
great many houses at Verrei ware 
destroyed or injured by heavy floods. 
There is a large square keep 
of the old castle of Verrei, which 
overhangs tbe Val Challant; it Is a 
from below, and 



tbe I 

ble to the n 



a from 



worth a 
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At Vertex there L 



' Above (he tomi tbe ToJlejr widens, 
■nd the little plun ot tbe Doire ihoiri 
tiie destruction whicli the torrent 
brings vith it, in the sands and rocks 
left ID eridence of its destinctiva tio- 
leooe iu tbe spring. 

About a league and a hair beyond 
Vemi tbe road enters upon one of 
flie moat remarkable scenes in the 
Valley — a deep ravine, through ^bich 
the Doire ha* out its waj, or found 
nich a gulf io natural channel. The 
road ascends steeply on the left of the 
river, and is cut out of the rock, in 
some places overhanging the foaming 
torrent, and where the rock equally 
overhangs the traveller. These rocks 
are surmounted hy the ruins of tbe 
" ",. Germains. placed so as 
o commanif the pass, 
e brigand feudal proprietors 
robbed and maltreated the unfortunate 
passer-by. These ruins are an im- 
provement in the morale as veil as 
tbe picturesque. 

The road cut out in so remarkable 
a way was probably a Homao work. 
It was some time since repaired by 
Ote Auguatine monks of St. Bernard, 
as a, tablet on the road records, but 
by ■ little manoeuvre of Cbarles 
Eoianuel III., king of Sardinia, in 
adding a bit above and a bit below, he 
baa taken a large share of (be credit 
to hiniBelf. It alanda thus : — 



This defile is called the pass of Mont 
Jovet. From tbeheadof thepssatbe 
view down ttie vsUey is verj striking. 
Immediately above it, the finest part 
of the V.-jl d'AoBta extends to the 



(7i»< as Aosta is called. Tbe vine in 
the rneigbbourbood of Mount Jovet 
is oelebraled. , 

Nothing can exceed the beauty and 
richness of the scenery, and the mag- 
nificent character of the foliage ; the 
walnut and chestnut trees are cele- 
brated tor their grandeur and piotu- 
resqueneas. 

Before arriving at 8l Vincent, a 
singular bridge over a deep ravine ia 
crossed. It iscalled the FontdesSara- 
sins, and by antiquaries is recognised 
as a Roman work. From its parapet 

tbe valley is presented on looking 
up towards Chatillon, and including 
among its objects the Chateau d'UsselU 
and other ruins. Not tar Irom this 
bridge is the agreeable village of St. 
Vincent, where there are mineral 
springs. About a league above is 

CAdfi/Zn, which was mentioned 
Id Route lOS. Tbe distance &om 
Verrex to this place is about 4j 

Above Chatillon tbe same fine rich 
character of scenery prevails, only in- 
terrupted by the occasional traces of 
destruction left by the torrents whiiih 
in tbe spring rush down from the 
lateral valleys to fell into the great 
drain of tbia diatriet, the Doire. 

About a league above Chatillon ia 
the village of Cbambave, celebrated 

moat recAercM in FiediUOQL The 
wine of the Val d'Aostahs* a great 
reputation, and the vine is cultivated 
on the mountain sides to an elevation 
of 3000 feet above the level of the sea. 
In the valley, hemp, Indian com and 
IVuit trees, fill the plain tike a vast 



of a chateau, is nearly halfway be- 
tween Chjitillon and Aosta. Before 
arriving at Nui, a valley on the right 
bank of the Doire, ia seen to run up 
to the ridge of mountains whidi se- 
patates the valley of Aosta above 
Mont Jovet, from the valley of Cham- 
poTcher. At the entraiiBe of Ihit 
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valley is the picturesque chateau of 
Fenis. Above Nui the road puses 
through the villiige of Ville&wiche. 

In front of the inus in the road up 
the Val d'Aosta it is a cominoa eus- 
iom to trellice vinei quite acroaa the 
load ; the delicioiu ahelter irhich this 
Bffonls to the heated and veary tra. 
Teller must be wijoyed to be fiiUjr 
valued : in this part of tbe voUej the 

On tbe approach to Aosta the 
" n placed high 



from 



I side i 



ID the othe 



high on 

Viliefranche, and 
aide of its glen to- 
Tama aosu, so that a Tisit to it re - 
quires no retracing of steps, and the 
beautiful scenes presented in the as- 
cent and at the chateau deserve the 
trouble of climbing there. Little more 
than a league further up the valley is , 
. AosTA, a city more interesting for 
its antiquities and historical associ- 
ations than any other claim it haa to 
importance. Its situation is indeed 
(tnkingly Iwautiflil, near tbe conflu- 
eoce of the Bultier and the Doire, in 
a deep rich valley, surrounded by 
lofty and snow-capped mountains. 
The Civitas Augusti — or Augusta 
Pretoria — claims a much higher 
antiquity. It was known under the 
name of Cordile, as the chief city of 
the StJassi ; its history earlier than 
its conquest by Terrenliua Varro, a 
genera] of Augustus, is fabulous, but 
the antiquary of Aosta has no diffi- 
culty in filing the date of its fbunda. 
tion 406 before that of Rome, 1158 
I. c. ! By the army of the emperor it 
was taken S4 years before the Chris- 
tian era, and its inhabitants reduced 
to miserable captivity. Augustus re- 
built the city, gave his own name to it, 
■nd est^lished there 3000 soldiers 
ftom the Prtttorian cohorts. The re- 
mains of large public buildings attest 
its importance at that time. A trium- 
phal arch in tolerable preservation is 
one of tbe finest of the remains — 
nearly one fourth of it is buried in 
*oil brought down by the torrent of 



the Buttier, near to which it is n. 
tuated. Across this river there Is a 
Roman bridge, now nearly buried in 
the soil accumulated around it dtiring 
so many ages. There is also a re- 
markable gale or port, having two 
fe^odes, nith a quadrangle between 
them, each faf ade composed of three 
arches — that in the centre is much 
the largest. There are also the tuins 
of an AmpAilAtairt, of a barracks or 
Pretorian palace, towers, walla, and 
fragments of unknown former appro- 
priation, now serving only to perplex 
antiquaries. 

Aoata is tbe aeat of a bishop under 
the archbishop of Chamberry. A 
military commandant is also atationed 
here, and a numerona eatahlishmeat 
of official inspectors ; 6scal, sanitory, 
&c. ; a tribunal of justice, a royal 
college, an hospital for (he milituy, 
and another for the poor. 

Anselm, the notorious archbishop 
of Canterbury iu the 1 1 th century 

mortally associated with the moun- 
uinpassfromtlie valley of the Rhone 
to the valley of the Doire, was arch- 
deacon of Aosta ; and his knowledge, 
from his situation, of the eipoeure 
and sufl^rings of those who traversed 
these regions, led to bis establish- 
ment of the celebrated hospice, upon 

held, and left him to be remembered 
as the " Apostle of the Alps," 

The cathedral is deserving of a 
visit, though it has no high antiquity. 

memorate the flight of Calvin front 
tbe city in 1541, with the fallowing 
inscription ; — 



The inns at Aosta are now gene, 
ally good, but the post, or Ef u deVal- 
ais, and the Couronne, are excellent, 
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t of tbe 



fbr cleanen, oovfivt, mud Mconuno- 
datian. A diligniec panes between 
Ao«« and Turia, going three times 
B week, and Tctnrning the alternate 
dmjs : and eban may be had in ^ 
fbt interinediate towns. 

Tbe mbabitaoU of the Paj* d' AoMa 
flpeak French almost univen^f, 
peeidly in the upper 
TBtlejr abore Ao«ta; thit, vxi, la H«ne- 
nlly the caae in tiiow yalleys which 
1^ by the passe* of the Alpi to the 
fivtitien of SaTOy and France. Tbe 
inhabitanU of these npper Tsllays, 
bear a much better character than 
those who lire near the plains of 
Fiedmont. 

The difficulties about diitaneea in 
Piedmont, alluded to in the intro- 
duction to this section, is nowhere 

to tbe Val d'Aosta from Turin. With 
mapst po&t-books» descriptions of the 
valley, and the latest authority — the 
"J}itio»ario Geografito Storlco, italit- 
iico-commercialc d£gli stati di S. M. it 
re de Sardeffna," and the last " Carta 
Corograjica deUe Dimtimi di Toritta 
t di Aoita, published by authority of 
the goTernment, before us, neither 
distances nor measures can be reooa- 
clted. Whether the miles are geo- 
grapWcat, SO to a degree, or of Pied. 
mont, 40 to a d^ree, is not men- 
tioned ; and no measures fl-om the 
■cales of three of the best maps will 
agree with either of the quantities 
described in the three best works, 
which ought to be of authority lince 
they are sanctioned by the govern- 
menC, so that the distances named 
can only be approximations. 

The valley of Aosta, more perhaps 
than any other in Piedmont, is 
afflicted in a horrid degree with cre- 
tinism and goitre ; trom Chalillon to 
Viileneuve tbU blight seems to have 
felten mnat heavily. Brockedon says, 
" Nowhere are goitre and cretinism 
more prevalent than in this beaulifiil 
valley. The peasantry appear squalid 
and filthy, a race of beings generally 
stunted and diseaaedu Of the whole 



popnlation in the nnghbaurhood of 
Aoata, one in fifty is a critin ; bA 
ibove b^ are more or leas goitied. 






'. horrid I 



TunuMus as large as their fai .. 

appended to their thnuLts, varying ui 
number, siiey and colour. The dirt, 
deJbrmity, and imbecility of the in* 
hafaiBanta of this part of the valley, 
presented a scene so vretehed, that it 
harrowed our fbelings. Not a well- 
drnsed or deeent~loolting peisod. is 
to be met with ; all bear marks of 
poverty, disease, and irretchednesa ; 
and this, too, amidst seenes br whicb 
nature has done so much. Surrounded 
l>y mountains, and high in their ovm 
locality, we saw nothing of the light- 
ness, aotivity, 'and high spirits of tbs 
mountaineer. Something wei^ia 
upon the people like a cune. Muy 
conjectures have been offered upon 
the cause of goitres and ciftintsm. 
Labour, food, water, air, have all been 
offered in explanation ; but none of 
these -account for it salis&ctorily. 
The opinion of our giude wa^ that 
it was ohiefly owing to the vLllain- 
ousl; dirty habits of the people most 
afBioted with it He said that among 

ral opinion ; and though iX some- 
times descended in bmiUes, and often 
was observed in infimcy, yet it migfat 
be traced to the filthy habits of pre- 
ceding generations." 

On leaving this city to ascend the 
valley, the drive for about four milea 
lies through the open plain of Qua 
Vat d' Aosta, and through scenes cf 
its greatest richness in vegetation. 
At this distance from Aosta tbe mmA 
passes beneath the chateau Saria, an 
unpicturesque structure ; nearly op- 
posite to it, on tbe other nde of the 
valley, is a queer building in villaitv- 
ous taste, tbe chateau of AimavUk^ 
situated on a knoll in a commanding 
position, and thrusting its impudtflt 

work of high refinement. 

Sarra is about bal^ay from Avts 
to ViileDeuTB, Betwam tb*w plaaea 
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flK poad passsa, next to tbs Utter 
•^MOe, through St. Fieire, where there 
)i«ne of tbe most pieturesqoe chA- 
twuix in the valley. Saab ^er leav- 
ing St. Pierre, ■ fiDe nene ia pre- 
•mted in the appnwch to Villeneuve, 
iri)«e the laU lock above the tovn 
is seen aurmauntad by tbe CbAlel 
d' Argent, and beyond,, tbe snowy 
Alpi at tbe bead of Uia Val Sbts- 
lanohe. About a mile ftom St. 
Fierte the toad toras towards the 

bridge to reach the little town 
of 

Villeneuve, where there ia nothing 



Aoala to induce ue ownen lo niaae 
it more agreeable in the liope of de- 
taining ti'BTellerB. |Near to Ville- 
neuve, the TalleyE of the Savaranahe, 
and the Hhdmea, open atmoGt toge- 
tiur from tbe south, into the valley of 
flie Doire. Above Villeneuve the 
valley narrowa and become! much 
more wooded, the walnut trees fbim- 
ing in some placet ahnoat a ibreit, 
specially near 

Arvler, about 4 miles above Ville- 
DBUve. Here the vineyard* are cele- 
brated, every slope being terraced and 
vinee planted. A little beyond Arvier 
ia the dirty narrow village of 

/vrogtu. Until within two or three 



liowever. this is altogether avoided ; 
a new bridge ia made over the torrent 
of the Crisanche, and a good road is 
carried hehiwi the town and &lls 
into the old road above it, where this 
entecB on the road cut out of Fort 
Boc which has also be«n widened, 
and a good road Is now carried 
through the defile which s^aratea 
wilat ia considered a distinotion in the 
valley— the Val d'Aoata from the 
valley of La Salle- 

Here the road rises hundreds of feet 
altoTs the bed cif llw Doin^ vbich ii 



leen fiiaming below tbrougfa ita rs*- 
strained coane ; and &om the ninunit 
of this pass, Mont Blanc at tbe head 
of the volley doses the scene with ita 
masses aa a magnificent lurricr. Tbe ' 
view is strikingly beautifiil. Hie 
road, thus carried over the precipices, 
OTOsset in some places deep ri&s in 
the mountun side i over these cbasms, 
platibrms are placed, wblcb, bdng 
removed, would cut off all coromuni* 
•atioQ t^ this road, and (riJIge ao 
army to make a coosiderBble diUnir 
to descend by other points intft 
tbe Val d'AoBta. A peep over tba 
parapet wall, or through the plat.. 
forma into the depth below, etoites a 
shudder. 

From Fort Roc the road descends 
rapidly to the Doire, which It crosses 
on a wooden bridge, and thence con- 
tinues on the left hank to 

I^ Salle. Before arriving at this 
village there ia a fine view of Mont 
Blanc and tbe valley presented, as 
the road passes into a deep ravioe lo 
cross a torrent near its bead; tbenca 
winding round on the otbcr side of 
this ravine, it rapidly desceods upon 
La SsUe, a dirty narrow village, 
where, however, tbe name is preserved 
of the ancient people of this valley^ 
the SalassL On a hill near La Salle 
are the ruins of an old feudal castle ; 
there are ,many traces of its high 
antiquity found in and about tbe 
village. From Ivrogne to La Salle 
is about nine Engliah miles ; thencs 

Morgei, by a steep and rather 
narrow road. Is about three miles. 
Nearly opposite to Mo^x, it is i> 
coutemplatloa by the Sardinian go- 
vernment to form a good approach 
by the camp of Priace Thonias to La 
Tuille, and the pass of the Little St. 
Bernard- One of the most Important 
benefits which the government could 
confer upon its subjects in the \ti 
d'Aoata, and the Tarentaiae. At 
Morgei two or three little inns have 
been lately built. 

Fioia Morgei, the mad up the 
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valley is better than that between !.■ I 
Salle and Morgei, and at the dirtanee | 
of a league a branch of the road de- 
anendt to onus the Doire, and leads to 
the lillage and batha of St. Didier. 
Through the former the ^road to the 
Little St. Bernard paEset, and about 
a league from the branch road to 
St. Didier, the traveUer enter* 

Cormagew, where he will find iu the 
Albergo del Angelo a capital inn and 
a good table-d'hote, for a situaliou so 
Ui removed, from the reionrcei re- 
quired for inch an establishment, 
which must be brought trom the 
lower Talley, or even the plains. 
During the summer, many persons 
enjoj, m fKiuiaa, this beautifiil retreat 
in the finest part of the Alps. 

Cormajeur, though coiiudered ai 
the head of the Val d'Aosla, is in 
reality in the Val d'Entr^ves; it is a 
large village with many good bouses, 
situated near the conflueuce of the 
tiro branches of the Doire which 
descend from the Col de Ferret and 
the Col de la Seigne. At the foot of 
the southern ude of Mont Blanc to 

the glaciers and snowy crests of the 
great chain appear to hang over the 
valley. From the village, the sum- 
mit of Mont Blanc ii concealed hy 
the Mont Dolma, but half an hour's 
walk discloses Uie chain from the 
"Monarch" to the grand Jorasie, 
lliat part of the ohain seen trom the 
village to close the valley includes the 
remariiable peak of the G^t, nnd 
thewholeoourseofthepath, by which 
the passage may be made by tbe 
Col de C^nt to Chsmouny, is, on the 
idde of Piedmont, to be traced &om 
Cormayeur. This eicursion, fe. 
tiguing and difficult, is seldom made. 
Mrs. Campbell, however, and her 
daughter, English ladies, crossed from 
Chamounyto Cormayeur, in company 
with a dozen guides, in the summer 
of 1B23; an adventure not yet for- 
gotten in the neighbourhood. 

At Cormayeur .there is a fkmily of 
guidei, five brothers, named Prevent, 



all highly recommended ; the traveller, 
however, must not eipeet to find on 

the south side of the Alps, such, 
guides as those of Chamouny and 
tbe Oberland, either for genera] in. 
telligence or eitensve topi^raphical 
knowledge of the Alpine districts. 

sorted to in tbe summer by invalids, 
for the sake of its mineral waloa.. 
There are different springs neai it ; 
that of Iia Vicloire is half a league ti 
the S. W. i its waters are impregnatad 
with carbonic acid gas, sulphate of 
magnesia, and a little iron, and has a 
temperature of about 54. The spring 
of Lh Marguerite varies a little in the 
proportioas of its components, but its 
temperature ia 19 d^rees higher. 
The Piedmontese have great reliance 
on the salutary eHecla of their mioenl 
springs, and in th«r resort to Ihem 
bring together many agrimaa. To 



veller 



3 the I 



Val d'Aosta, and tl 
Mont Blanc are indebted for an esta. 
blishment which offers to tbem rest 
and refreshment, and, generally, agree- 
able society, aAet their journeys. 

The establishment of chars at Cor- 
mayeur is excellent. A tailff fixes 
the price; for 2 peraoo^ at 1 2 francs ; 
da 3, at 15 fi«ncs; and for 4, at 
SO francs, for their conveyance to 






aveUer 



s tkl 



as Liddes, whence the a 
bospice is made on mules, tbe road be. 
yond being impracticable, si present, 
foranysorl of carriage; but the spirit 
of the Vallaiaans will, if posubl<^ 
overcome this difficulty. The same 
energy which has so much impimed 
the roads in their canton, hai already 
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nude tbe difficulties of the forest of 
St. Pierre to subside ; and jf the; 
be encouraged by the Sardinian ^t- 
Ternment, ot, perhaps, in defiance of 
its blind policy, we may yet see & 
goiKl ptscticable cbar road on the 
ude al SwitxeilfuiJ, carried to the 
hospice of the Great St Bernard. 
. A survey for a carriage road over 
Oie pass was made by eiigioeers Jiom 
the Vallaia in 1840. Eitenslve im- 
provements ace already in progress on 
that side, and there are great facilities 
for completing tlie load between the 
Hospice and St. Itemy. It is tliere- 
fore by no means improbable that the 
load may be made practicable for 
chars in a fbw years. 
. Tlielength<^rautefrom Martigny, 
t>t rather the tillage la Batie, which 
lies in the route of the Simplon, near 
^lartigny, to the hospice, is nine 
leagues. It passes through the Bourg 
pf Mai^gny, and shortly atler crosses 
the Drance. The bed of this river 
^ill exhibits in the rocks and stones 
with which it is strewn, evidence 
of the devastation occa^ioued in 1 SIS, 
by the bursting of a lake in the vailey 
of Bagnes, 

After crossing to the left bank 
of the Drance, the road leaves tbe 
path to the Forclai, which leads to 
Cbamouny, on tbe right, aiul cou- 
t^ues up the course of the Drance 
to the miserable villages of Valette 
and. Bouiernier. Soon after the 
nver is crossed, and the road cou- 
nties on its rigbt baol'. in the deep 
valley of the Drance. In one part 
the deGle is so narrow that it was 
tbund necessary to cut a gallery 
through tbe rock : beyond it, tbe 
road soon after recrosses the river, 
■nd ascends on the left bank to 
. SLBrancbier, another diity village 

branches of tbe Drance, one of which 
descends from the Val d'Eotreniont 
and the Great St. Bcmaid, the other 
Itata tbe Vol de Bagnes and tbe 
glaciers of Charmantane. 

Above St. Branchier there are 



some fine scenes in the Val d'Entre- 
mont, but none strikingly grand; it 
has t[ie general character of an Alpine 
valley, and nothing that deserves to 
be particularly remembered. At 
Orsiires, vbere there is a toleiabla 
little inn (Vemays), the path wbich 
leads to Issert and the Val de Ferret 
turns oETon the rigbt. (Route 110.) 
Beyond Orsieres the scenerj im- 
proves a little in wildness. The tor. 

gorge which it baa made its course, 
and there is nothing striking in the 
scenery until the traveller arrives in 
the forest of St. Pierre. 

Liddes and St. Pierre are the only 
villages on the road between Orsitltes 
and tbe hospice; (he former has a 
tolerable inn, (L'Union), where tra- 
vellers can rest and refresh. 

Il is usually a journey of 10 hours 
to the hospice, from Martigny, The. 
charge for a char to or from Liddea 
and Martigny is generally 12 francs, 
and for each mule from Liddea to the 
hospice 6 francs, and a doui 



mule. 



Between Liddes and St. Piei 
are seldom taken, not that the road is 
impraclieable, but it is, at present, 
very liable to be broken up. 

St. Pierre is a dirty wretched vil- 
lage, but it has fragments and in- 
scriptions enough to support some 
claims to antiquity. A military co- 
lumn, dedicated to tlie younger Con-. 
stantine. la placed berc. De Rival, 
says tliaC it was originally on the 
summit of the pass of the Great St. 
Bernard, and replaced there the et»- 
tuc of Jupiter Fenninus, which Coo- 
stantine destroyed about the year 
339. 

On leaving St. Pierre the road 
crosses a deep abyss, through which 
the Drance forces its way into the 
vaUey helow. The road to the ho»-, 

descends from the Val Orsey, in which 
there is, not br hota St. Pierre, a 
magnificent cascade. 

Tbe road formerly led tbrou^ the 
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forest of St. Pierre, by a. jwth among 
the rocks sad roota of pines, » ateep 
and tortuous, that Nupoleoo's diffl. 
culties in traiupoiting bis artillerj 
irere here, perhaps, the greatest that 
be encountered n^>ni natural obstacles 
during his extraordinarj ej[pedition 
inlROO acrora these Alps. Lately 
tbe spirited Vallaisans haie cut ao 
excellent road along tbe precipices 
Tbich OTerhsng the deep coum <rf'the 
I>rance, BToiding the steep ring and 
&II9 of the old road, and leading the 
traveller by a aafr path, which their 
daring engineers have cut out of (lie 
rock, through a saiage and appalling 
defile. 

On leaving the forest, and riung 
to irhere the pines and lardies are 
stunted from tbar elevation above the 
level of the tea, the travdler arrives 
at some pasturages where there are 
Buny chSlets. The enormous tna« 
of the Mont Velan appears to foiUd 
further progress, some of its fine 
glaciers, partioularly that of Mcnou, 
stream down into the plain of Piou, 
vhere, aroidst the sbelter of surround- 
ing mountains, numeroua herds 
gadier tbe lich herbage of tlus Alpine 
pasturage. 

On riung above this bamn, Iha 
path enters another defile, and beyond 
it another summer pasturage, steep 
and rugged, the scenes become more 
sterile and drearjr, another ravine is 
passed, and the summit is approached. 
At length, after cioanng some beds 
of snow, the solitary walls of the 

Hospice appear, and the traveller 
reaches, on the very crest of tbe pass, 
this dwelling in the olouds,- 8S00 
English ftet above the levd of tbe 

Here, in the practice of tiie most 
■^sinterested benevolence, lives this 
«(tmmunity at Sdigietir, who devote 
the best time of tbeir lives, when 
Aan is most susceptible of bis powers 
fte ita enjoyment, to the service of 
ttteir fellow men ; those whose pur- 
suits oblige them to traverse these 
dreary fields in seMona of dai^er. 



The Hosi 
building, well adapted to its periloua 
situation, which is on the very highest 
ptMnt of tbe pass, where it is eiposett 
to tremendous storms ^om the north- 
east and eooth-»eet On the nortfa- 
west it is sheltered by the Hont Che- 
nellelBs, and in an opposite directiofi 
by the Hont Mort There is na 
mountain which bears the name of 
the fit. Bernard: Like that of (he 
St. Gothard, the name is only 'given 
to the pass. The chief building* i» 
capable cX aocoramodating TO or SO 
travellen with beds ; 300 may be 
sheltered ; and between 500 and GOO 
have received aesislanoe in one day. 
Besides this, there is a house near^tiio 
hospioe on tbe other side of tbe way; 
it was built as a place of rtfiige in 
case of fire — an event irtilch has twiee 
happeDed here since the foundatioa 
of the establishment. It bears Ihe 
name of the Hotel de St Loai^ 
which was ^en in oflmplimenl IS 
the kings of France, whose proteetioit 
was often extended to the ho^ice*' 
It is chiefly used for offices, and by 
tbe domesliCE of the est)d>liBluaent. 

Within a few years addiUonal ao> 
connnodatien in bed-rooms has been 
added. Tbe ground ftoor conriata <tf 
stabling, itore-room for wood, fodder. 
&e. A flight of stepi leads up «a 
the principal entrance in tbe first 
floor of the building, where a long- 
corridor connects the offices, Ike. with 
the chapel. Another corridor on tbo 
floor above leads to the donnitwie*,' 
the tefeatory, the gallery of the' 
chapel, &c The Drmeing Botmr 
appropriated to tbe reeeption of sinm- 
gers, e^Kcialiy ladies is entered from 
the stairs between tbe two oonidots. 
Here, the few brethran who are pri- 
vileged to enter, do tbe honoon to 
Ihdr visittn's. 

The Clat>amdur (or Buraer), flw 
consmisaarj of the establishment, is A* 
brother who usually preDdcs at thQ 
boutvof IS and Gjittoiier and turner. 
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Thb office was, until lately, masi 
oonrteouBlf filled 6a many years by 
U. BuTBB, who leridsd nearly thirty 
jaara at ihit bounce, ontil he «ai 
waaond, in order to be placed at the 
bead of hii brethren, in the reccvlly 
aatabUihed hospica, on tiie pan or the 
Simplou. FDnnerty gentleiaen dined 
arnippedwilh all the monlu in tbdr 
MJeotory, but thia is now discon- 

D appr<q>riatad to Tisiton 

any drawiuga and printi, pre. 
a^ti aeut by travellerB' in ocknov- 
ledgment of ttae kind attentions 
whioh tbey bad reeeiTed froni the 
brethren. A piano waa among the 
pteaant* tfana aent, by a lady. At. 
taehed to this room ia a eatnnet, id 
vUeh a day, unfavourable tar oat- 
door enjoyment, may be paiaed with 
intereat and pieaanre. It ccoiCains 
oaliectifKiB of tbe plants, inaects, and 
minerals of the Alps, and many 
leliea of tbe temple dedicated to Ju- 
piter, which formerly stood on this 
paas, near to the lite of tbe hoapioe. 
l%wa antiquities conaiit of Totire 
tableta, and figures, in bronic, and 
Other metals and materiala, arms, 
•oins, &o., and are curiooaly iUasH«- 
tira of the early wordiip cm this 
mountain, and ttia intercoaiae esta- 
bltsbad over tbia paaa. Ko trace 
whatevw now renuins of the temple, 
(hough tbese relics aia found upon 
vbst is known to hare been its site. 
Steps cut in the rook may yet be 
Men, which led up to the apot upon 
wbnh the temple atood. 

Tb« diafel at the hoepiBe is gene* 
rally well attended on Sundays and 
Fastas, when tbe weather ia not un- 
ftmurable, by the peaaants fraa the 
■aigMMmring vaUns and Alp pas- 
toraa. The tawdiy " 



their religioua pacsutiarities are nef«r. 
obtruded upon strangers, and as their 
moat valuable dutiea are perfbmled 
in obedience to the dictates of their 
raligion, no man has a li^t to make 
them a ground of offimce. 

The chapel contains a monument- 
to General Deaswi, who fell at Ma- 
rengo, after having'contributed mainly 
to that victory ; it was erected to hia 
memory by Napoleon. 

In tbe chapel there is ab<n, where 
donations in aid of the fuixla of th* 
estsblisbment are put, and traveller^ 
who receive its hospitalities olfcr ^lelr 
aoknowledgmenta in a sum not leaa- 
than they would have pud Ibr Sueh 
aeoocnmodatioD at an inn. Tbe mo- 
ney thus {pven by those who can 
afiRml it, ought to be in a more liberal 
d^;ree, haoauae that eieesa uds tfa*' 
monka to extend ,tbeir aadstanee t» 
poor and deatilule travellers, a very 
numeious etass of claimanta upon' 
(bem, tVom the great intereourM 
which eiiits by thla pass between 
Switierland and Italy. 

There are usually 10 or 19 brethren' 
here, lliey are all young men, who 
enter upm this derated service at 1 8, 
and few survive the lime of their 
vow, IS yeara : the aeveritiea of the 
weather in (be winter, at this height 
impairs their health, and they are 
driven to retire to a lover and moi« 
genial clime, but often with broken 
constitutions and ruined health. Even 
in the summer, it boa happened th«C 
the ice never melted in the lake aa 
the summit and in some years not » 
weak baa passed without snow fidlin^ 
This occurred in 1B16. It always 
freeiee early in tbe mnning, even in 
^ bright of summer, and the hoa^ 
pice is rarely fbur montha clear of 
deep enow. Around the building 
it averages T or S feet, and the drifts 
sometimes rest against it, and aeou- 
mulate to tbe height of 10 feet. lUe 
severest oold recorded was 29° below 



28* 



RotUe 108 Great St Bernard — Hotpice. 



greatest heat bas been S8° in the 
height of summer. 

The perilous piusage of this moun- 
tUD is more Irequeiitly undertaken in 
the oiiiter than is generally ima- 
gined ; it is difficult to conceiie the 
oeoessitj or urgency of ifTain which 
Ban lead peisous at such a (eason 
through scenes of such peril. They 
are generally pedlars or amuggteis 
who traverse these dreary and danger- 

always threaten aod olien overwhelm 
them. During the acsere cold, the ■ 
SHOW at this elevatiuii falls like 
dust I the particles are frozen so hard 

Sakes as in lower regions, nor con- 
aolidaCe on (be surface where it lies; 
a storm of wind, therefore, lifts it, 
and the air is filled with a mist of 
snow which the eye cannot penetrate ; 
and the poor nreteli eiposed to it 
waders from (he land-marks, which 
in clear weather would guide him, 
to some fatal spot where he is de- 

so much dreaded. Avalanches are less 
frequent, but they are often fatal; 

the steep slopes of the mountains, until 
its weight overcomes its support, or, 
suhmelting, loosens it; then i| 
suddenly elides oiiF, and soon acquires 
a degree of inconceivable violence, 
which sweeps away eretylhing in 
its course : these avaJaDcbes oflen 
happen in the winter, and render the 
approach to the hospice, especially on 
the side of Switierland, very daiigec- 

To assist traveUeis, amidst the 

posed, is the duty to which the kind 
(irethren of the hospice and their 
asBlstanta devote themselves. Uiidis- 
^layed by the storm they seek amidst 
t^«se dangers the exhausted or over- 
whelmed traveller ; (hey are generally 
•cc^mpanied by their Dogt, animals 
of peculiar sagacity for this service. 



These do not roam abae, ai generallj 

represented, but are useful contpoiuaiu 
to the brethren or their assistwits^ 
tracing out the victim buried in the 
snow, carrying to him (bod and cor-, 
dials fastened at their necks, acrosE. 
snow heaps too slight to tieai the 
weight of a man ; recovering by theic 
instinct the path, when to human- 
lost amidst the darkness, or the snow 
whirl. There are usually five or si^ 
of these noble animals kept at the bos-!, 
spice. The breed originally corned 
from Spain ; Newfoundland dogH 
are found to answer, and are employed, 
on some of the passes. Their sense of 
smell is such that it is affirmed they. 
con perceive the approach of a travel, 
ler at the disUuce of a league. Th& 
duties of the Brotherhood of St. Ber- 
nard and their servants sometimes, 
leed them into fiital danger. On the 
ITth of December, 1825. a partyy. 
of three Maroniers, domestics of tha. 

worthy man, well remembered by Al- 
pine travellers, went out with twodogs,- 
on the side of the Vacherie, to searcli 






with V 



; for I. 



vvUen 



■rished eioept one of the dogs, 
! prodigious strength and ac-i 
enabled it to escape. Thft 



The Moiyue into which the bodies 
of the victims who had perished on 
these mountains used to be placed 
for reoognition, has been idtered 
within a few years ; the bodies which: 
had long been Isit in the morgue 
have been removed, together .with, 
the hones of hundreds, . the accumu^ 
latiou of ages, which, until a short, 
time unce, had remained within a 
walled enclosure attached to the rnoiH 
gue. lliese relics of mort^ty might 
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line oodtiaued Uieravitboutofiinoe ; 
it WIS ■ memaUB mori of the deepest 
iDtOTCst Sosrcely ten yt»a ago 
Srockedon described it thus: — 

" Hieie is one sceae of melanclioly 
inteiest unu]!; nuted od tbe St. 
Bernard — tbe iKorgtu, or receptacle 
for the dead. It is a low bailding, 
a ttw yards riom the eaMem eitre- 
XDtty of the convent, There the bodies 
of the unfortunate victinis to storms 



whicl 






rislied. 



portuie 

Mere, manj nave " anea up ana 
withered," and on some even the 
clotbes have remuned after eigLteeu 
years; others present a horrid aspect, 
■dme of th2 bones of tbe head being 
blanched and exposed, whilst black 
integuments still attach to partE of 
the face: among the latest yicliins 
were a mother and child. The ur 
Jiassed Ireely through the grated 

Irils of the observer the foul evi. 
denoa of iu trsustion through this 
dreadful place. From the rapid eva- 
poration at this height, the bodies 
had dried without the usual decay. 
lit a walled enclosure on otie side of 
the morgue was a great accumula- 
tion of bones, white, broken, and 
■ppareatW the gathering of cen. 
turies. Upon tliia rocky and tioien 
soil they could not bury the dead, 
and, probably, as they dry up with- 
out ofibnce, ^ey are placed here for 
the ebance of recognition." — Paita 
of the A^t. 

. 'Die system of purveyance for the 
hospital seems to be well regulated; 
supplies come from Aosta and the 
jleigbbouring villages. Their winter 
atore of hay for their cows is so valu- 
able, that the mules which ascend 
iVom eitber side with traveltcn. are 
required either to bring their own 
hay, or to supply themselves from a 
vendor established in tbe convent. 



Wood for firing is one of the most 
important necessaries to (hem. Not 
a stick grows within two leagues, and 
all the wood supplied to the convent 
is brought from the forest which be- 
longs to it, in the Val de Ferret, a 
distance of nearly four leagues. "" 



aumptio 
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the great ele- 
vation of the hospice, water boils at 
about 190 degrees, which is so much 
leas favourable for the concoction of 
meat than at S12 degrees, that it re- 
quires five hours to effect tbat, which, 
at the higher temperature, may be 
done iu three hours. They have now 
adopted stoves tbr wanning the con- 

'eraally acknowledge 
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ntmen particularly a 


t table. ITiey 


e fVeely communlcat 


ve about their 


tablishment, and co 





no restraint, but in the respect whicft 
their cfaaracters demand. Hie lan- 
guage used by diem is French, 
though there ate Italians and Ger. 
mans among them. They are well 
informed upon most subjects, and 
intelligent^ upon those in which theit 
situation has been fevour^le to their 
acquiring information. The period^ 
ical works of some academic bodiet 
and institutions are sent to them, and' 
they have a sroall library, which is 
chiefly theological. During tbnr 
short summers, their intercourse with 
well.iaformed travellers is extensive, 

notices left by travellers in the albums 
preserved carefully by the brethren 
at tlie hospice ; this intetcourse gives 
to their inquiries a propriety, and an 
apparent interest in the afi^rs of tbe 

A report had prevailed, that tbe 
ftmds of the convent had suffered 
much upon the &11 of Napoleon, who 
had especially patronised tile arta- 
hlishnient. In reply to inquiries uprni 
this Bulqevt, the nrior answered, that 
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■Dd beyond tt, is the Utde piiaa of 
Jupiter, where a Ira^ile tonaerlj 
■tood, and tiom vhioli a Roman road 
lad dairn us the Piedmonleae aide of 
tbe post. TliH road nuj be esaily 
traced in tbe hewn Tock, imd tbe rea 






with dotutioDi, but his 
their AindB had eiceeded 
that the; hid bed forty men qiurteced 
upon them fbi manthB together, and 
60,000 had puied in one season, and 
all tbeie had been assisted. Their 
Aindi, be aaid, from the Gicilitiei 
vhiob peace ga*e to traTelling, were 
now inoreauag, bee«UHi vititora to 
the sonvent, vho can aObrd it, are 
usually doDors. 

The monfci are of the order of 
St. Augustine, and the distinguishing 
badge of thgt order la a white slit 
bond passed round the neck, the ends 
before and behind being tuclied into 
the girdle. The dress is a black cloth 
robs, which reaches nearly to the 
Hikle, buttoned from top to bottom ; 
a blaek coaical cap, with a tuft at the 
kq], completes a costume which is 
g^itlemanly and becoming. 

Travellers who wish to stay at the 
hospice for a few days, must do it 
with leave of the principal. It is an< 
dentood that the obJeoC of the eBta- 
blidiRient is only to assiet the passing 
trafdler; but a Ray Of some days 
for scientific reseanih, or eicmiion in 
the neigbbonring mounbuni i* readily 
•seeded to. One of the bratbren has 
twice ascended tbe Mont Velas, aed 
■Bade eicursions across the glieiera 
which divide the Combin and the 
Velan, and separate the Val Pellina 
from the VbI d'Orscy. 

" The scene from the western end 
of the hospiee, looking towards Italy, 
is sterile and dreary I patchea of anow 
are seen on the sides of the motiu- 
ttiia, which sweep down to the take ; 
and the Pain ds Sucre, a pinnacled 
niountam on the otber side of tbe 
Vacherie, with its rocks and iddw^ 
adds to its wildness and deaolation. 

*' A column oppoaite to the middle 
of th* water, marks tbe boundary sJ 
KedmoDt «ud tbe Vallais ; abov^ 



■bo*e tbe surfiwe. 

" Ibe, period of the fbuudatioa of 
tbe temple of Jupiter, whicb ww 
formerly oo the (unmiit, ia unknown ; 
but many of the bronse votive taUet^ 
which have been fiwod in its ruin^ 
appear to be of gieat antiquity % 
they were placed in the temple antl 
on the altars by travellers, in giatL- 
tude for escape from penis * in tfa«r 
journey across the Alps ; some are 
inscribed to Jupiter, some to the god 
Fenoinus. -l^is difference probably 
anise fhm tbe nation of the devotee j 
for when the Romans became ao- 
qusiBted with this pass, the worship 
of Jupiter fbr that oC Penninus was a 
change only io name and FemJntDi 
was preserved with that of Jupiter 
long after tbe Romans had exteoded 
their conquests beyond these Alps, 
The religion, if not the temple, had 
kmg been established upon thesa 
heights ; from the fragments, how- 
ever, which have beoi found of the 
temple, it appeara to have been a 
Roman work of a time pniiiably not 
earlier than that of Augustus Tha 
period of the substitution of a military 
column fbr the statue of Jupiter, und^ 
^e younger Constantine, in the yea* 
SS9, was probably not that of the 
deatructionof the temple; formedala 
of the children of lieodosius, fiftj 

Jeani later, have been found there. 
t has been conjectured by Chrftien 
de Loges, in his " Eiiaii HitloHq»u» 
tier It Mota Saint Btnard," that It 
was destroyed by ^a Huns and 
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wu not in'elutence'when tha IiODb 
bulla pused tbe Alps in 574. 

The nunc of this mouauin, or 
ratber <^ this range of the Pennine 
Alps, ia geneiolly admitted to he of 
C^tic OTiffin, firom pen or jwwt, a 
h^ght (Hub Mthi ia atill preaaned id 
Corow^l and Wsles aa Pmdennii, 
JPanntenmxin), and not from the 
Pnni, vho crossed the Alps with 
Hannibal. The territories of the 
Veragi extended to the sumniit of 
Out pass, which was the barner be- 
tvi;en -them and the Salasai, a people 
of tbe Val d'Aosto. On this moun. 
.tain, Liv; states that the Veragri 
mmhipped a god of the Alps, Fen- 
ninui, or Jupitei Penuinus, and one 
<if the eailiest names for this pasiage 
" ■ Alps, WHS Mc 



Mod* Jav 



Penni: 



thi« 



nlliaised into Mont Joui, by which 
It WAS general] J known before it 
acquired that of St. Bernard. 

" Tbe first foundation of the hospice 
has been attributed by some to Jjiaa 
the Debonnaire, by otbera to Charle- 
magne, whoae UDcIe Btnard, an ille- 
gitimate aaa of Charles Martel, led 
■ diviflicm i£ the inrading army of 
Chariemagne orer the Great St. 
Bernard when be went to attack 
Xximbardy. The present name of 
tbe paiSf Ssusaure supposes, might 
Jkavebeen derived from this Bernard,- 
bat there wu another of the name, 
an illegiliniate son of Pepin, to whom 
Charlemagne left the kingdom of 
Italy. To him may rather be attri- 
buted tbe anginal establi^ment of the 
hospice, from the interert whic^ he 
would have in preserving the com- 
munication with Gaul by this passage 
of tbe Alps, and with it haie given 
his name, for there is historical evi- 
dence that a monastery existed on the 
Great St Bernard before tlie year 
SSI i for Smler mentions, that Hart- 
inann, abb£ and almoner of Mont 
Joui. who was made ^t that time 
biabop of Lausanne, bad been chief 
«f the monasteiT. De Hivai moi- 



tioDs even an aarlia abbj of thia era- 
vent, Vullgan, in S3S ; and the ab- 
nals of B^in state, that Lotbairc, 
tbe second king of Lorraine, in 859, 
made a treaty with his brother, Uie 
emperor Louis JL, by which he 
ceded to bim Geneva, Lausanne, 
and Sion, but reserved particularty 
1,'Satpilai de SI, Semard, which 
proves, says Saussute, the importaooe 
of this passage and the name whiiA 
it tH>r& But its history at this pe- 
riod ia obacure, because in the year 
390, it was devastated by Aniaud, 
who destroyed tba monuments and 

" The present hcwpice was founded 
in 963, by Bernard, who was born df 
a noble family of Savoy, at the ch^ 
teau of Menthon, on tbe lake of An- 
aeey. A determination at an early 
age to devote himself to an eccleuas- 
tieal life, induced bim to desert hia 
home and go to Aosta, of which city 
he af^wards became archdeacon. A 
ooincidence of his name with that of 
the monastery probably influenced 
bis detetmina^oD to re-establish tbe 
hospice on Hont Joui, of which be 
bec^e tbe chief. He founded at 
nearly tbe same time the hospice Ml 
the Little St. Bernard, and gave to 
them tbe name, and placed them 
under tbe proleetiaD of bia &votirite 
saint, Nicolas de Myre, as tutelary 
patron <^ these eslablidiments. By 



the 
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I of the I 
of the saiot, and after 
ion of Bernard, bis 
name superseded that of all other*, 
and has continued attuthed to tbe 
hospice sinee IJS3. The attempt of 
Constantine to destroy the worship 
of Jupiter had not entirely succeeded ; 
but .St. Bernard rooted out the re- 
mains of paganism, and founded an 
establishment for active benevolcmo^ 
to which thousands have been in- 
debted. Hedied in 100B,Bflerbaving 
governed the convent upwards of 40 
yean. For some time after tbe deadi 
of St. Bernard, tbe hoapice was e»- 
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pOKd to frequent outrage* ftom Imr. 
buUns who tmrerwd the mountain* ; 
and Iti recorda of the .llth ceatiuy 
preteot a luccaiiioii of calamities. 
The Saracens overran the country, 
cariyingfireandsvordinto the Alpine 
Talleyi ; the monanerj of Mont Joui 
iras burnt, and its ruins became a 
station of brigandx, who plundered 
or eiacted an eiorbiUDt payment 
&om all passengers through a barrier 
which they established at the south- 
west eitrsmity of the UVe. The 
Normans having determined to eiipel 
these marauders, broke down the bar- 
kers and killed the guard. Still 
outrages continued ; and Canute, 
king of England and Denmark, 
among others, complained to the 
pope and tJie emperor of the horrors 
and violence cammitted in (be Alps 
upon hia subjects going on pilgrini- 
■gea to Rome, who seldom ventured 
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companies of 400 
plaints were regarded ; the lolls of 
the passage were abolished ; and 
Canute, in consequence, wrote to his 
tushopi and prelates, informing them 
that he had secured the safety of the 
pilgrims in the route of the Pennine 
Alps. The btiganda were driven 
out. good order succeeded to out- 
rage, and the conient was re-esla- 
blubed. 

" In the contests of the emperor 
Frederic Barbarossa with pope Alei- 

' r III., and Humbert, count of 
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e given by them to the convent, 

perty belonging to the monastery. It 
was one of the very feir objects in 
which emperors, sovereign pontiffs, 
and other distinguished persons, dis- 
puted the glory of fostering and pro- 
tecting a foundation so important lo 
humanity. It soon acquired great 
celebrity and opulence. As early as 
IITT, it had, in various diocesea, 88 



Flandera, and in £lnglaud. Ita di- 



in 1480, when il 
alone. Subsequently, however, the 
reformation, political changes in the 
states, loss of distant property, dis- 
putes with the popca, with the neigh- 
bouring states, and with each other, 
drove the monks of St. Bernard to 

The very land upon which their noble 
duties are performed has been the 
subject of disputes between the neigh- 
bouring states. Sardinia elaimed it 
as within a frontier extending to the 
bridge of Nudri, on the rKirthem 
side ; but the Vallaisana established s 
claim to it ai wiihin the diocese of 
Sion, by bulls i^ the popes from 
Leo IX. lo Benoil XIV. The hos- 
pice, therefore, stands within the 
canton of the Vallus ; but its autfao~ 
rity extends only to the nuddle of the 
lake, on the borders of which a c(^ 
lumn is fiied as a line of demsicatLon ; 
and the eicetlent brethren of St. 
Bernard bad not only all their pro- 
perty within the state of Sardinia 
taken from them, but they were ao- 
tually taxed by this state for the u«e 
which they made of the summer pa^ 
tiirage of the Vacherie. Very little 
property in land still belongs lo the 
hospice ; a vineyard at Clarens, and 
a &Tm at Roehe. in the Pays de 
Vaud, are the principal : tbeii ro- 
Bources are small, and in aid of them 
colleetions are regularly made iu the 
Swiss cantons', hut this has been 
sometimes abused by impostors, who 
have collected as the agents of the 
hospice. " — Brockidtm'i Paua of tin 
Alp: 

On leaving the hospice to descend 
lo the Val d'Aosta, the path skicta 
the lake, and passes between it and 
the Place de Jupiter. A little be- 
yond the end of the lake, after pas^ng 
through a abort defile, the scene ofeta 
towards Italy, into the vast basin of flie 
Vacherie, where the cows of the eoi^ 
vent are paatured. The road turoa ab* 
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rUptlj to the rigbt, and sweepa lound 
tbs iMsin to descend gradually to the 
I^Bin below, A flhort cut dowuvard 
w alwa^ taken by an aetite mouii- 
tuneer, and is generally safe to the 
Ian practised traTeller, bnt let him 
beware of sbott cuts in the aicent ; 
in the fin 



le patli i 



nerally tr 



■ble, but in an ascent all U ooncealed 
in the TUKged and broken ground 
•boTe, and the unwary travelleT it 
decoyed into danger bdbrB be is 
aware of lis eitenl. 

The view on first looking out upon 
the Vaeherie, from the gorge in the 
Hont Mort, i> very fine, the moun- 
tains on the opposite nde being sub- 

■Iriking in the scene being the Ann 
Ot Sittre, celebrated by Saussure. 

At the^lower end of the VocbeHe, 
the path winds down by a series of 
ligiags, and thence the descent ia 
t^id to St. Remy, ■ dreary little 
Tillage, but *bere there is now an 
eicelleni inn. Here return chars to 
Aosta may genenlly be obtained fbr 
lOfiwica. Trarellera who leave AosU 
to vist tbe hospice, in a char fbr St. 
Remy, and intend to return, cause 
it to wait for them there for four or six 
hours, and pay SO francs for the char for 
theday, with a buono-mano to the pos- 
tilion. But it generally happens that 
the traveller crosses the mountain, in 
which case he pays from 13 to 14 
fkancs for tbe char, and the postillion 
waits till the evening for euatomen 
descending from the Great St. Ber- 
nard, and it is seldom that they are 
disappointed in a fiire. 

From St. Remy tbe road deeoends, 
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St. Oy. . 
cusloio-bouse ia placed, and where 
tbe passports are examined. These 
require great regularity, or the per- 
mission to pass is withheld. Beyond 
St, Oyen, at Etroublcs, soother ei- 
amination takes place. Tbe Fied- 
montose officers ere usually very oour- 
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At EtronUe^ the St. Bernard 
branch of the Buttier is eroased, and 
the road descends to tbe village of 
Oignod, where the vegetation begin* 
to luxuriate, and the Italian side Ot 
the mountain is felt and seen. Here 
there is ■ fine peep into the Tal PeU 
Una. From Gignod to the city of 
Aosta, the richness of the sceoet* is 
constantly increanng. Trelliaed vutat 
and Indian com mark the approach 
to the Val d'Aosta; and the first 
view of the city and the valley, in tba 
descent from the St. Bernard, where 
tbe background is filled with the nta^ 
nificent fbrms and snowy summits of 
the mountains above the Val da 
Cogne, is, perhaps, one of the finest 
in the Alp*. 

Aosn, p. 277. 



(Two Days.) 

From St. Branchler (Route 108.), 
a good mule track leads up the valley 
of Bagnes, which is very fertile, to 
Lourtier, passing through many vil- 
lages, especially those of Chable and 
Uorgnes. The valley is narrow, 
abounding in gorges, and oSWring 
many fine scenes to the pencil of tlw 
traveller. Above Lourtier this oha< 
racter becomes more striking, and the 
pass incrcBset in dlBlculty to Mau-> 
vtasin, a hamlet not fbr below tbe 
glacier* of Cetroi. Tbe descent of 
tbese glaciers &am (he Mont Fleureur 
was the cause of the interruption of 
thewatersof the Dranee, which formed 
a lake and burst its bounds in 1595, 
carrying oflT in its doitructive cnune 
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ihora tban 140 penana from die *al- 
laj.bnidtabouMsBndosttle. A more 
recent inundatioD, that of 181 B, from 
a BnuUr cauae, hea left fearful traces t>r 
its ovtrTtaelming pomr. AiDong tba 
boulders brought dovn by that nent, 
k one wUoh eooUiiu above 1400 
Square feet ; and the height whieb the 
-wateH then attotiicd is jet diatloctly 
markad, where the land, then covered, 
b eren nair dmolate. 

" Vast blocks of stone," ajnBrocka- 
ioa, in bis >' ETcorsona in the Alps," 
" which wete driven and deponted 
liiere by the &iree of the waters, 
Wf strew the valley ; and laud and 
inbbles preseol an arid aurfaoe, where 
rich pasturages were Bten befbre the 
tatastrophe. 'ntequuitityandvlolencii 
•f the water ■uddmilj' disengaged, snd 
die velocity of its deaoent, presented a 
fiirce which the mind miy calculate. 
but cannot cDnceive. 

given of this event, the object of the 
writers has been merely to describe 
the catastrophe, and the extent of its 
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mnel for the waten, 
bj their accumuUtion, become a source 
of terror to the iubabiunts of these 
valleys. 

•' In the spring tS 1818. the people 
of the valley of Bagnes became 
alarmed on observing the low state of 
the waters of the Drancc, at a season 
when the luel^ng of the snowa usually 
enlarged the torrent ; and tbia alarm 
yr»a increased by the records of similar 
^ipcanuioes before the dreadful inuD< 
dation of 1595, which was tlien oeca- 
soned by the aecumulatioii of the 
watL-rs behind the debris of a glacier 
that formed a dam, which remained 
until tbe pressure of the water buiat 
the dike, and it rushed throu^ tbe 



valley, leaving desolatign in h* 

"In April, 1818, some perSoM 
went up the vdley to Hcertaiii tbs 
cause of the defi<neiicy of water, and 
they discovered that vast masses of 
the glaciert of Getrei, and avalanche* 
of snow, had bllen -into a narrow part 
of tba valley, between Mont Pleoreur 
and Hont Mauvcnsin, and formed m 
dike of ioe and snow 600 Efet wida 
and 400 feet high, on a base of 3000 
feet, behind which the waters of tha 
Drance had accumulated, and foiuiid 
a lake above TOOO feet long. M. 
Voietz. the engineer of the Vallaij^ 
was Donaoked, and he ImmedUtely da- 
cided upon cutting a gallery dvougb 
this barrier of ice. 60 feet above Om 
level of tbe water at the time of coUM 
mencing, and where the dike was GOO 
feet thiek. He calculated vpoo Tank- 
ing a tunnel thnnxgfa this man befbra 
the water should have liacai 60 fbit 
higher in the lake. On the lOth of 
May, the work was begun by ga^l 
of fifty men, who idleved each other, 
and worked, without intermiadon, 
day and n^i^ with iocoaeavatO* 
coonge and peiseveranee, neither de^ 
terred by die daily oceaning danger 
from the felling of fVesh masses of tlia 
Racier, nor by the njM increase of the 
water in tbe lake, whidi rose 63 f^ in 
34 daya — on an average nearly 3 feet 
each day ) but it once rose 5 feet ia 
one day. and threatened each mometit 
to burst tbe dike by its iucreaslDg 
pressure ; or, rising in ■ more rapid 
propor^n than the men oould proceed 
with their work, render their effbrta 
abortive, by riung above them. Soma> 
timea dreadful noises were heard, as 
the pressure of tbe water detached 
masses of ice from the bottom, whid^ 
floating, presented so much of tbsr 
bulk above tho water as led to Oa 
belief that soma of them were TO 
feet thick. Hie men persevoBd: in 

accident, and though suflbriug severely 
from oidd and wet, and a ' ' 
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hy iangen wtadi fmtmt be jurtlj 
described, by tbe 4tb of Juim they 
)md aeeitnpliahec) «n opeaing 600 feet 
loD|^; tiat iHTmg begun tbeir work 
saboth' ndes of tbe &ke U tlie Mine 
twct the pbice ivbere they ought to 
Inve met vas 20 feet lover m one 
side of tbe lake then on the other ; It 
wta fortunate that Utterly the incrCBse 
of tbe peipendiculai hei^t of the water 
mi less, owing to the eitension of its 
SUrtkce. They proceeded to level the 
W^ieM lide of the tunnel, end coto- 
pl^ed it just befine the water reached 
ttem. On tb* erenii^ of tbe )9th 
Um water b^^n to flow. At firrt, 
tilB opening was Dot large enough lo 
eaivy off the nipplies of water which 
the lake received; and it rose 2 feet 
above tbe tunnel; but (hig soon en. 
hrged from tbe action of tbe water, 
n it melted tbe floor of the gallery, 
and tbe torrent ruahed through. In 
Ihiity-two bonis (be lake annk 10 
feet, and during Che following twenty- 
fo»» hwils SO feet more ; in a few 
days it would bare been nnplied ) 
Ite tbe floor melting, and being driven 
off as the water escaped, kept itself 
below the level of the water within ; 
but Ae cataract wbich ioued lioni 
tbe gallery melted, and broke Up also 
a large portion of tbe base of tbe dike 
whi(£ bad aerred aa its bnttrew ; it* 
Neiitiinrr decreased &ster than the 
pressure of tbe lake lessened, and at 
fbuE ydook in tbe afternoon of the 
l«th Of June the dike burst, and iir 
balf an hsnr the watat eeeaped tbroogfa 
tbe breaeb, and left the l^e empty. 

"The greatest aecumulation of 
irater had been 800.00CVXX) of oubic 
feet ; tbe tnnnel, befbre the disruption, 
had carried off nearij 890,000,000— 
Esther sayl, 270,000,000', but be 
Detected to add 80,000,000 which 
Sowed into the lake in three days. 
In biJf an hour, 530,000,000 cubic 
fcet irf water passed throu^ the 
bivaeb, or 90(^000 feet per second ; 
irfaioh is five times greater in quantity 
than the waters of tbe Rhine at BMe, 
Where it U 1300 Eoglisb feet wide. 



Tn one hour and a half tbe mtei 
reached Martigny. a distance of eight 
leagoei. Through the first TttOOO 
feet it passed with the velocity Of 
33 feet per second — fbur or five 
times tiMei than the most rapid 
river known ; yet it was charged with 
loe, rocks, earth, iteca, houses, cattlft 
and men ; thirty-four persons were 
i__. __.. ,pj away, and 
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of its desolating power exceeded ■ 
million of Swiss livres. All the 
people of the valtey had been can* 
lioned against the danger ofa suddeil 
Irruption ; yet it vras fhta] to so 
many. All the bridges in its course 
wwe swept away, and among them 
tbe bridge of Mauvimin, which wa) 
elevated 90 teet above the ordinarj 
beight of tbe Drance. If tbe dib^ 
bad remained untODCbed, and it could 
have endured the pressure until thri 
lake had reached the level of its to]^ 
a volume of 1,700,000,000 cubic fieet 
of water ironld have been accumulated 
there, and n devastation much mora 
fatal and SKtensive must have been 
the consequence. From this greater 
danger the people of the valley of the 
Dranoe were preserved by the hero- 
ism and devotion of the l>rave med 
who effected the ftirroation of tbe 
gallery in the dike, under the dii«iS 
tim of M. Venets. I know no in- 
stance on record of courage equal Id 
this 1 tbeir risk of lifb was not lot 
fiune or fbr riches — they bad not tiM 
usual eiciteraeots lo personal risk,, in 
a world's applause or gazetted pnv. 
motion, — tbrir devoted courage wa* 
to save the lives and pnqwrty of thdf 
fellow.men, not lo destroy them. 
They steadily and heroically perse* 
vered in tlieir labours, amidst dadgeri 
such as a Held of battle never pre^ 
seiited, and from which some of tlw 
bmvest brutes lllat ever lived woulfl 
have shrunk in dismay. These troly 
knave Vallaisans defcecve all honour I ' 
But tiie skill of M. Veneti was not 
limited in its ^[dication to emplyu^j 
tbe Ikke : his abiiitica have beOk 
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prt^iertj directed to the pmeMioD of other ; and bning been mnmed b^ 
(iwfa Huither cstaatraphe, for the lu- the uaa in its eoone, uon out Tcrjr 
dccft chuiiwli in the ice. Wfaen tbey 
reaped the river ibe tro u^ a were 
removed ■ lev fbet, and thnc the 
■tream produced the effect of a aiw, 
vhicfa, diiiding the ioe, foioed the 
portioii between Ibem to &11 iDto'tbe 



iNtitf to it« recurreoce WM obvknn. 
Not Doe twenliath part of the ice 
vhioh formed the barrier, bad been 
remoTed irbeii the dike burat, and 
lietb masao were itill &lliag from 
Moot Fleureur and Mont MauTouln, 
the mountains of *hich the baw* 
formed the buttreoaea to the dike ; ia 
£ut the dike was agun Bcemnulating 
ao rapidly, that at the end of 1 8 1 9 the 
barrier was almoat ai complete, as 
before its burtting from the prcaiure 
pf the lake. 

It became therefore an important 
object to pterent a repetition at the 
fanner catastrophe, bj the adoption 
of such meaiu as would preTcnt, or at 
least diminish, tba increase of the bar- 
rier. Blasting by gunpowder was found 
impracticable, from the difficulty of 
firing the powder at ccmuderable 
depthi in the ice, and from the com- 
paratiTcly amail masses removed by 

. and many trials, a mode has been 
adopted and put in execution by 
M. Veneti, which promises the great- 

\ " M. Veneti had remacked that 
the glacier could not support itself 
where the river was of a certain width, 
but foil into it and was diuolved ; 
whereas, where the river was com- 
paratiieij narrow, the ice and snow 
formed a vault over it, and conse- 
quently tended to tbe preservation of 
.any portion falling from tbe glacier 
-above. Perceiving also the effect of 
. the river in disstriving tbe part it 
came in contact with, he formed and 
executed the des^;n of bringing the 
streams of the neighbouring moun- 
tains by a canal to Mauvoisin, appo- 
site the highest part of the glacier 
where it touched that mountain. 
From hence it was conducted by 
wooden troughs on to the glacier in a 
direction parallel to the valley. The 
water was divided into two styeanu ; 
fne foiling nearly on the one edge at 
.the Draocc, and the other on the 



"When tl 



i not more than 



four or five inches in diameter, 'aet 
with extraordinary power, piercing « 
hole SOO feet deep and six feet in dia- 
meter in S4 hours. Hiey are cdeu> 
lated to remove 100,000 cubical leet 
of ice frcan the barrier daily, and it ia 
supposed that if the weather is ftn« 
the whole will be removed in thros 

" At the end of the season of 1838 
the Dranee remained covered only for 
a length cf 4B0 feeti wbweas, at the 
commencement of the operation, it 
was covered over a len|^ uT I3JO 
feet. M. Venet estimates the quan- 
tity of ice removed in 1933 as be- 
tween eleven and twelve millions 
of cuUeal feet." — Bib, Utav. xxii. 
59. 

The chalets above Getroi can be 
reached in good time in one day irom 
Martigny ; and thcMe who wish ta 
crosi the glaciers of Cbarmonlane can 
sleep at the chalets, and, starting early 
the next morning, push on to the ex- 
tremity of the valley, cross two gla. 
cien, and attain the summit of the 
pais of tbe Col de la Frnetre in time 
to reaoh Aoeta on the following day. 

These enormous glaciers have a 
greater extent, conmanded at one 
glance, than perhaps any other in the 
Alps. With crampons on tbe foct, the 
trarerae, it n stated, by one who baa 
recently passed, is nulher dangerous 
nor difficult, but very fatiguing from 
their great extent. As they are seen ta 
stream into their channel firom tba 
lofty peaks of the Combin and the 
Velan, they offer to tbe enterpriaiBg 
traveller one of the grandest view* in 
the Alp*. Tbe deration of the Cot 
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g^ulcra of tbe sfaiin of Mont Blane, 
vhich, diiided on the crest, dueead 
towards tbe Val de Ferret, ei tfa« 
gtsciera of Saleiu, Fortaleti and 
Neuve ; and, on the other side, to- 
ituix die wnt, farm the'glHcien da 
Tiient, du Tour, and d'Argentijre. 

There ia notbing, however, remark- 
able in the •cenery oT the Val de 
Ferret. The route leads up a sue- 
eessioa of rather flat division! of the 
valley, from Issert to the Chaleta de 
Folie, diiUnt 2 haun. On the righ^ 
the short transversal raJleys, or rather 
CTuea, ia the aide of tbe mouataiiu, 
are the channels fi>r these glaciers. 

Above the Chftleta de Folic, the 
usual path to the Col de Ferret leads 
up through the Cbaleta of Ferret, Ira 
the detritus of a mountain which 1^ 
in the year 17T6, burying the paeliir- 
Bges of Bonderai. Near to tbe«e 
chillels the two pathl separate — 
that on the left leading over the Col 
de la Fenetre to the Great St, Bep- 

ird, that on the right to the Col de 



which bound the Val Pellins. to the 
peaks of ttie Iseian and the Cogne. 

Nor ia this the only pass by tbe 
Val PeUiua across the great duuD. 
Another is practicable, and, thou^ 
difficult, is not dangerous, by the Col 
d'Ollen, vbieb liesbetween the chaleta 
of Frerayen, in the Val Fellina, and 
St Barthelemy, above Evolena in the 
Val d'Herens, or Erlngeithal, which 
opens into the Vallus, near ^on. A 
servant of the innkeeper of St Remy, 
on the Italian side of the Great 
St. Bernard, has been with more than 
(me traveller by this pass, and hy on- 
oHier at the head of the Val Fellina, 
wlucfa leads from Levornea to Val 
Touroanche and the Val d'Aosto. 

From the Col de la FenStre tbe 
descent is long and fatiguing to 
Bolme, the first hamlet, and to Ollo- 
mont, where there are traces of an 
aqueduct built by the Romans for the 
supply of water lo Augusta Fratoria. 
Thence the road descends through 
the viUage of Valpellina. and adU 
lower that of Rogniant, near to where 
the Buttier is croased, and the path 
leada into the city of 
^ Aosta. (Route lOT. p. 2T7.) 

ROUTE lia 



At Orsifres, in the Val d'Entre- 
mont ( Route 108. ), a path turns off 
on the right, enters an agreeable val- 
ley and continues on the banks of 
«n. Alpine river, and, after pursuing a 
tolerable road to Issert, the principal 
village in the Val de Ferret, 3 hours 
distant from Manigny, ascends rapidly 
(awards the higher hamleU of Fra le 
Fort, and Brancbe. The mountains 
which bound the valley towards the 
west are loAy, and croimed with the 
iMtrlheru extremity of those vast 



Fern 

Instead, however, of ascending by 
Ferret and the Chilets of Bandera^ 
the guides now take a diorler path 
directly up the pasturages on the 
right, above the Granges of Folle ; 
but, without a guide, this may lead 
into scenes of danger, towards the 
deep crues and precipices whicb fotm 
tbe eastern vde of the great chain of 
Mont Blanc — scenes of impreasiTe 
grandeur,, from fbtat vastness and 
utter sterility. 

Tbe assent by the shorter path is 
very steep and btiguing to the Col 

tbe summit well repays for the trouble 
of attaining it, the time required 
from tbe Chalet de FoUe being about 
ttro hours. 

From the anient, tlie whole Val de 
Ferret is seen, bounded on either dde 
by lotly mountiuns, and the cUstence 
ia limited only by the Bernese Alp*. 

Tbe woods and pasturages of part 
of the Val de Ferret belong to the 
Convent of the Great St Bernard, 
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md'at thii'diiUiue bom tHe ho^M 
t— 4 or 5 l«i;uet — the brethren ob- 
tain all tbeiT vDod sad some haj. 
. From the crert of the Col de Ferret, 
the ne* along the ■outh-eastem tide 
tX Mont Blanc, totcards PJBdmoDt, 
u ooa of Iheeccnea celebrated fay Saus- 
■un. The eye is carried through the 
SsH d'Eotr^Teeandthe AllteBlaudie 
lo 4m Col de la SeigiK, an extent of 
40 milea. Numerous glaciers are 
aeea on the right, streaming dovn 
into the valley 6oia the great glaciers 
of Mont Blsno < but the " Monarch" 
Jiimielf ii not leen, the enormoDS 
masses of the Grand Joruse and the 
p^^ant conceal him in this viev. 
' 'Hie descent is oier a soft slaty soil, 
in vhioh tlie tracks of sheep and 
caltie have out deep trenches, in vhioh 
d he is half concealed. 



Tenn 
Wbieh the 



I the 



ending 



thiveller, though irom below it 

fdck whiob it woukl be. imjloesihle to 
«ttun. Far in the deep Tolley, the 
-aUream flowing into Italy appears like 
•» thread of ulv^. 

An hoOB md a half irf btiguing de- 
■eent^brings the traveller to Ae Chi- 
kts of Prd de Bar, famed (at being 
rtbe dirtiest in Piedniont. 
' Near Fr6 de Bar the vast Racier 
orf Triolet sweeps down from the 
meBt whic^ dividGE this glacier frotn 
the raa»C9, which, on the oibKC aide, 
■tcaia the glacier of Tale&e. Below 
the sUcier of Triolet the road de- 
aeenda by s most fttiguing path, 
amidst rocks and stones end bushes, 
presentings seeneoT Al pine desolation. 
^lie valley b very narrow, and each 

' Mboi Blane his its gluAia hanging 
down ftara the summit. Not lera 
than seven distinct glaciers are passed 
in the course of this valler, before 
reaching the villi^e of EntrSves, near 
to Cormayeur. These chiefly de- 
P«d fiom the nusses which fonn the 



Gmnd Jorane, and- the iemarkUA 
peak of the Cfant. A few miBerabli 
vill^es in the Vd d'EntriireB u* 
passed. The highest is Sagion ; thoM 
below are Pr&«c and PlBn-pansi«. 
More than half the lengUi of the 
valley is passed, on the descent, beEinfe 
Mont BUne is secii i when its pr4> 
digiouB masB opens to the view, tb^ 
eSect is oterwhelming. The raffed. 
nen of the descoit is increased hf 
passing over the d^in-is of a mouataul 
fiiil beneath the GSant. This passeJ, 
the river, which descends Ihrougb tin 
Val d'Entr^es is oroased, the tillage 
of Entities is left on the right, a^ 
winding along a path by ibe side of 
the mountain, Cormayeur (Routs 
lOT.), is reached io 15 or 16 buna 
from Mvtigny, 
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(Throe Days.) 

From Aasta(Route 107. p..97}.)a 
road leads directly down to the river, 
Doire, which is crossed on a wooden 

bridge,aad a path ascends on the right 
bank through Ihe rich plain of the 
vail ey, and throu^ the viUagesof Oral. 
BBu and Joveneau to Aunaville, about 
a league and a half, where one of the 
most fantastical oBences to good taste 
in building, . spoils one of the fiosM 
sites, in the valley. A knoll jutting 

squab, square mass of masonry, a 
modem antique, worse than anf 
cockney attempt to decorate a gardui 
with a cattle. At Aimaville dM^ 
formerly existed an ancisit p^ali 
temple, which was suaoeeded 1^ aii 
establishment of knights Mmplars; 
and within the present queer struetim 
is an atieient aimoury of the b«oai 



SmOe 111. -^AimqpiUe-— Soman Agtitduit. 



of AlnuTille. It is dov inhabited by 
tha CoDteuB di Iloiica. 

From the chateau the auent ia 
ttMp to the hunlet of St. Mutin. 
The Tlmr from the crett abon it ia 
perbap* the fioeit in the Val d'Aotts, 
1b the tiahnera id itt plain, studded 
-with Tillu End cfaAleaui. The aity ii 
weeD asiDagloiiou(frame,and beyond 
it, towards the great chain, the peaki 
of the Monte Rosa oloae this ud- 
matcbed mene af the beautiCul and 
DugDrSeent in nature. 

On turning the broir of the mouiv- 
tain vhicb forma tbeaouthem side of 
IfaBcntnnce to the Vol de Cogae, apath 
•t an elerstion of at les.<t 1000 feet 
above the torrent of the Cogne, leads 
into the Talley. Soonafter losing sight 
of Aosta, deep in tbevalley beneath the 
path, the topi Of the cottages of PoDt 
d*Ae[ are seen aliutered vith a (ew 
treei, and naac it a vbite line which 
enma the raniw. This ia well worth 

to' this i^maikable Tillage, where the 
line eroising the gulf will be ibund 
to be an anoient aqueduct, wbich now 
oerree aa a road. Thia is cue of the 
"toaat remarkable of the Roman Mruc- 
nlheVr 



a ofth 



It is 



iBtacd nearly 

Mit. wbicb it crosaea Dy a smgie aren i 
Immediatt^y above the arch, and undn* 
tbe present road, is the aucient gal- 
lay, which ia lit through slita is tbe 
valL This gallery is 1 30 iaet long, 
14 feet high, and 3 feet wide. The 
tault ia composed of the slabs which 
formed the bed of the ancient water- 
aoiuSB. The gallery ia entered by 
arched ports at either aid ; there are 
twOtOne on the up per side, at the Tillage 
of Font d'Ael, and at tbe other end the 
port opaa down the Talley. This un- 
gulai- work is in perfectly sound cOQ- 
(lilion, though built, as a still l^ble 
and even sharp inscription indiostes, 
by Caius Almuaandhisson, of Padua, 
tn the thirteenth year of Ajigustui. 
Xhis inscription ia inaccessible ; it is 
(bead on a tablet just over the areb 



the lower side Idwarda the Talley 
of Aosta. Though it cannot be raaeh' 
ed, to vbieh fiiet it probably owea it* 
preservatLon, yet it can be readily read 
from the brink of the precipice on tha 
side of Pont d'Ael, and the fol- 
lowing is tbe inscription i — 



Their nante is still prnerred in tiii 
village and chateau of AinUTille. 

'ilie distance from Aoata to Foi^ 
d'Ael by the route described ia nearly 
3 hours' walk. 

Travellersin theVal d'Aostashould 
not fail to visit this interesting wotk 
of antiquity, which is placed in ft 
aituation where it ia impoasUiIe to 
imagine that any benefit could ever 
hare arisen commensurate with the 
eipensB of the structure. The sur* 
rounding sceueiy is very grand. 

Tn aacendmg the Talley of CogiM^ 
it is not necessary to retraoe <M^ 
B£epa to regain the path high upon 
the mountain side. A ahoiter et& 
&om Pont d'Ael leads to i(j theTsIlsy 
for a long way above Pont d'Ael ia a 
fearful ravine, utterly impracticable 
in its depth, which, eicept at two or 
three points, is equally imperrious 
to tbe eye. In some places the jwi- 
row path en the edge of the preupioeat 
wretchedlyguarded by poles and tree*, 
which a cbUd might throw orer, is ao 
obviously dangerous, that none but' m 
practised mountain traTeller could 
pass some places without a ahudder. 
Oppo^le to oat spot, where the path 
tuini suddei^y into a deep rift or 
orue in the mountain aide, is a slid*, 
down wbieb trees cut in the forasit 
above are discharged, for the cbanoe 
of the torrent bringing them down to 
tbe Val d' Aosta. Not one in ten ea. 
oape being broken Into splinten; 
these, howeTer, serve tor tbe nnnes 
and fouodeiiea ftir working tbe iroa 
raised in.the Val de Cogns, and which 
is celebrated in Piedmont. 

The diffioultiea i^ construoting a 
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road by wbieli the prodiiDtumB of the 
¥allej could be brought down, ii 
nbvioiu OD obgerriog its pre<npitous 
Bharacter. The yallej, hoireTer, opens 



wher 



tbe 



Lgleft 



nble nwd leoda to Cogue. 
Tbii road bad been made by two bro- 
tbers, !ioii-niBSU!n,i>hoh»e recorded 
iti fannatioD on a tablet, in ■ rock. 
This rood is kept in repair, and bai 
been mucb improTedt at the eipense 
of tbe commune of Cogne, under the 
JDdlcioui adminiatialion of Dr. Grap- 
piDt a phjBician, a man of general in- 
fbrmation, who has acquired influence 
enough over his compatriots to induce 
them to carry out many local im. 
prOTemeuta which he has suggested. 
Hiere is very little cuhiTalion In the 
Tftlley, the producta of the mines giv* 
ing occupation to its iababitanU; 
every elream drives iW lilt hammer, 
and almost every pcrKin Is employed 
JD working, smelting, or forging the 

The hamlets of Vielle SiUenoir, 
Spinel, and Creta, are passed before 
teaching the village of Cogne, where 
b tbe only place of rest ) either, in 
. anticipation of an early start across 
the mountains from Cogne, or, after 
liaving traversed them during the long 
fiitiguing day's journey from the Val 
d'Orca, for the six hours required 
.between Cosnc aiid Aosta is too 
Inuch to add to such a day's work 
dtber way. 

Cogne 1! a coasiderable village for 
so remote a position. It is beauti- 
Ailly situated at tbe union of tbiee 
valleys, amidst charming meadows, 
which contrast strikingly with tbe 
barren scenes through which tbe tra- 
veller has passed. The laliey on the 
left leads to the great iron mines, and 
across tbe mountains to tbe Val 
Soanna ( that on the right is the 
Vennlana, and leads, at the distance 
ola bonis, to ita vast glaciers. 

A day may be spent with interest 
and pleasure here in visiting tbe iron 
.DUDes. A very sleep ascent of 2j 



hours from Cogne leads to tiiem* 
The iron is worked in the face of diB 
momitaln, and seems to be of aliDoat 
unlimited extent. A vast surface of 
pure ore yielding from TO to BO per 
cent, of metal is worked in open daj. 
Galleries are beginning to be con- 
structed with a view of carrying on 
the work during a longer part M the 
year than it is at present posnble to 
do at the great elevation of the mines. 
The workmen live in wretched calnna 
during the week, but descend to qtend 
their Sutidays in the valley; they 
speak Frencli, and are very civil and 

gers. The mine yields at present 
50,000 fiancs of gross produce, and 

munc -~ a very triSing income com- 
pared to what might be drawn from 



The height of the mine above the 
valley la at least 3,000 feet, and as 
much as ISO nibhie, or 3,000 lbs., of 
ore Is brought down at once. In the 
manner described in the " Journals of 
an Alpine Travdler:" — 

" On our approach ta Cogne, I waS 
struck by the appearance of a great 
quantity of iron ore, heaped upon tbe 
roadside, which was here of good 
breadth and kept in tolerable coo* 
dition. On the opponte side of tbe 
valley, " 



! worked 



3 celebrated for 
dinary richness: the mini 
at a great height in the m 
and I was surprised at the laborioui 
mode adopted for bringing tbe ore 
down into the valley, thence to be 
taken to the founderiea and forges- 
Zigzag paths are made from the adit% 
upon which barrows on sledges are 
placed filled with the ore, and these 
are In succession pushed off by a coo* 
duclor. When the sliding barrow 
has acquired sufficient impetus down 
the Inclined plane farming each line 
of the ligiag descent, tbe num wh0 
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dir«t> it laaps adrmtly into the btt- 
TOW and dcBoendi irith it, and before 
the load ha* aoquired »a unoontrol-. 
lable Telocdtj, it ib brought up by a 
bank, at each angle of the ugzag path 
or elide. The conductor then get* 
omi, tunu the barrov in the diiectioo 
of the next glide, pushes it forward, 
and i^ain, vhile it is In motion, le^u 
in, and is taken down to the neit aii- 
1^ i BDd thui in a Kriea of turns, at 
utt leacbes the bottom in the valley. 
Hie men have, it appears, to walk up 
the numntain again, and their empty 
■lides are dragged up. I neier aav 
power 90 mitapplied or waited." So 
btiguing IB Uiii mode of bring[ng 
down the ore to the workman, that 
he unially makes but one trip a 
day, for which with a modetate load, 
be gets five franks. 

On learing C<^ne fin tbe pan, a 
good road eontinnea up to the place 
where the path branchea o^ by which 
tbe iron ore is brought down from 
the mouatain. The track by which 
the miners ascend and the ore ii low.- 
ered, is disdnctly seen. 

From all the h^hts round Cogne 
Mont Blanc is admilably seen, for tbe 
valley is a prolongalitm io direction, of 



t betwi 



1 ViUen 



Cor- 



1 is distinctly seen in 
course ttom tbe Cnunont. A very 
lofty and peaked ~ mountain called 
Grirolet, between the valleys c^ 
Cogne and Saiaianche, is also a con- 
qiicuous object. 

Leaving the little plun of Cogne 
the road to the Col ascends by a steep 
path on the mouatain side, Iraving on 
the right the valley of Vermiano, into 
which descends an enormous glacier 
from the mountain called the Grand 
Puadia. The steep path passes over 
what appears to be a vast dyke in tlie 
valley, the torrent flows round it to 
escape through a ravine at one extre- 
mity. On crossing tbe ridge, tbe tra- 



veller finds 1 



wild 



and open ground, lending to the Alps 
and pasturages of Chavanes. Snmi 
of the lower chilets are coon reached : 



the cluster known as the Chaleta of 
Chavanes. Here tbe scene is rieh 
in the pastoral groups and beauty of 
the herbage, sod sublime in the nug> 
nificeoceof tbeamphitheatre ' 



s theg 



Fnnte, in tbe Val d'Oroa. in a day. 

This pass' across the glacier* is im- 
practicable for mules. From Cogne 
to the crest of the pass is a walk of 
four hours — tbe glacier itself may ba 
crossed in twenty minutes — the Col 
is elevated and very narrow, the vie* 
from it towards the south is magni- 
ficent ) in clear weather, the city ef 
Turin is visible— seen over and lor b»- 
yond the deep Val Campea, whicb Um 
at the feet of the traveller, and aeem- 
ingly of perpendicular descent To- 
wards the north the Monte Rosa and 
Mont Blanc can both be seen if the 
traveller can climb B rugged rock OB 
tbe right for the enjoyment of tbesa 
magnificent objects. The descent &om 
the Col is excessively steep, but quite 
safe down to the valley of Campea; 
here, however, a commodious path 
leads gently down through scenes of 
continually increasing beauty. On 
looking back the Col de Cogne ap- 
liears as if guarded by inaccessitue 
precipices. From the Col to tbe first 
village — 'Campiglia — is SI bour^ 
and tbe distance from Campiglia to 
Ponte is only 1 hours' walk. 

A less dangerous road, however, 
and one more varied and beautifii), 
but much longer, is found by leav- 
ing the glaciers of Ci^ne on tba 
right, and turning to tbe left up 

row col, called the Fenetre de 
Cogne, a mere notch in the crest 
of the mountain. From this place 
the view of the Alps, which bound 
the Val de Cogne on the west, is 
magnificent from the grandeur ot 
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•In flw oppoadte direction, the gla- 
cier* vbich creM the nortbem aide 
frf the Val d'OroB •t* not lew striking, 
■nd we pertwpB more impmnTe from 
tlwir greater proiimit;. They form 
a Twt iMwner to the riglit of Uw 
V«l Champorober, vhieb opRu into 
theVal4l-AcHU(Il<>utilOT. p. S7e.)< 
at Fort Bud. 

1 The descent i» ettremely difficult, 
from the ■taepnesi of the patb and 
isoaeneis of the toil. This diffiGulty 
endg before reaohing a little chapel or 
oratorir, built probably u ao <z voto 
ttj aome gtatefut CaUH^ie fbr a nnr- 
4tt&l preserTBtion here. Thia oratory 
lHt>l'<»d CD the blink of oneof aere- 
n1 little laket, formed by the metUng 
wT die giader*. No spot oaa be more 
saiage than tbia, or give a more im- 
preaaire idea of dreary eolitude. 

The path now akirti, as il leavea 
it on the right, a tlark and enormous 
ineuBtain maaa, and descends npidly 
down (he valley, but nothing hatnt- 
able appears. The valley deepens 
'«(mudefably ob the left below the 
.path : the eye can trace its a 
-down towardi Bard, and a path across 
ahe valley is also seen which leads 
ftosi the Val Cbamporcber by the 
ChUeti of Dodoney into the valley (^ 

- After crossing a buttress of the 
modntaina which the path akirts, and 
irtiioh is called Ibe Col de Ponton, 

it leads to the bank of a torrent juat 
whers it issues Irom a great glacier ; 
then crossing aouther ridge over a 
beautiful pariurage, it deacendi to the 
borders of a little lake at the foot of 
the Col de Reale. 

From this spot to Fort Bard down 
the valley of ChampondiCT, is about 

Turning abruptly to the right, the 
path leads to the Col de Reale in len 
than an hour, and &om this erest one 
of the flne&t Alpine panoramas is pre- 
•eniad. Not only, upon leaohiag the 
ereM, ia the plain of Italy and the 
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br sttetcb of the muil 

the Bouthward, spread oi 

map, but in an opposite direotioa Ih* 
oitire mass of Monte B«a is bettat 
seen than from any other pnnt at 
view. Evoy peak., and gladsi, and 
valley, and pass, from the abaip pra> 
nacle of the Cervin (Route I06.> 
to the Ool de Val Didibia (HouM 
lot.) are seen, wbilat. the iatamwr 
diate longa of mounfaina above Dot 
doney, and the deep valley of Cfaami 
porcher below, serve as a fbr^rojud 
to this niblime scene. . The black and 
■nlhed rocks which bound the neat 
of the pan complete this eitraordiuarj 
panorama. 

Nothing can be inaigined man 
beautiful than the view towards the 
plaioa where the deep valky of the 
SoaaDa unka into darkncaa, wbilat 
abont the mountains which bound it, 
and far over and beyond, the (daiua of 
Italy stretch away into jndiatinctne^ 
and are lost iii the distance. 

From tbe crest the deaeeiU ia rapid. 
Paiaing to the leA under a beetling 
mountain, the path skirts a deep 
lavine, leaves on the right some old 
adit* of a mine worked unprofitably 
fbr silver, and, after a loituooa dcaerait 
of two bfnirs, pa ss es by some chaletaa 
Tbe level of tbe pine forests ia aooa 
reached, and deep ia a little plain ia 
seen tbe chureh and village of Val Fra, 
which, instead of being correctly laid 
down as the highest chureb and vi|. 
lage in the Val Soanna, - is nanally 
placed, in the authorised maps, nearly 
as far down aa Ronco. If the tiav^ 
ler arrive Ute at Val Pra, the wortby 
old peasant Giuaeppe Dannawill ^rc 
him hia best welcome. 

At the apposite extremity of ttau 
little plun, the path descends by a 
stunted pine forest, and through the 
depths of Ibe valley, to tbe village of 
PeDey, and by one or two little ham- 
lets to the villageofCardonera. There 
ia nothing pecuUsr in this part of the 
valley, until juat before raaobing tbe 
hamlet of Bosco del RoDCO: there 
are the remains of a alip &om th* 
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- At 'Rani»> tbir* u an ion, wliieh 
hunger aod Iktigne aiaj mmke aih 
dunUa; bdmr it, a brii^ ie a wild 
and atriUng dtnaticia, luda across a 
tariBe to tbs village at Ingria. Ba> 
Ibr^ Macbin^ it, hcnrerer, the np^nlmg 
lit tbo valley of Catnpca above roao- 
tianed is paaaed, which leads dattndj 
to the filBcisis ai Cogne, ■faarlcr bj 
seven hour* than the route by the 
Col de Beale. llie' onl^ village ki 
tbe Val CampcB, above Ingiia, ii 
Campiglia. 

The iababitanta of the nl\ty of 
SoaDOA veap a aingular sort of ahoe 
Wbooti it isniadeaf caarsevaollan, 
tied tight ronnd the- ankle, but half 
aa braad again a* tbe feot ; ita me 
^ra» an awkvartioass to their gait. 

Bdo* Ingria, the valley betx»iMs 
le of singularly vild and grand 
ter. Vast preoipicei, gorges 
and forasti, ofter alternately, some- 
tiiiHK bother, their magniGecot ma- 
Mrlals for Alpine anenery. Soon the 
old towers of Ponle are seen in the 
Tallc? of OrcB, beyond the deptbg of 
the ravine. Enormous ovcrhan^^iig 
inasBev oloae the proximate part of the 
-vallflyf whilst above and beyond Ponte 
tbe plains <4 Hedmoot appear. 

A path down through a forest, and 
near aome quarries, lads to the Villa 
Muova of Ponte, the ootton works 
.Mtablished by the Baron Da Port, 
«nd about half a mile beyond is the 
ilaiT u of Fonts, tli bouts from Val 

Nothing can exceed the picturesque 
situation of this place, at Ibe con- 
ftlanee of Ibe Soanna and the Orea, 
-lich in vineyards, inclosed by moun- 
tfunt, offering in cambbation with 
the surrounding scenery, the towers 
and ruias of two feudal castirs in the 
moat striking situations, and tbe head 
of tbe valley closed by tbe snow; 
peaks of the loRy range which divides 
the Val d'Oroa from tbe Tarentalse. 

There are man; spots about Fonte 



Few places a 
reaqua: these, tooy offer a remaik^ih 
variety, for beaidei tbe viewa of PonM 
and the valley, from the village* nq 



BUDiR»«'Wincu are tut wnere eac cta ea 
for piotureaqtieness. A walk dowa 
two or tbrie meadows between Fcmtt 
Kttd Iba OrcB, leads to one of tbeaai 
well worth tbe trareilv's visit, wbera 
the bright deep waters of the Oim 
•eem hemmed in by lofty and taKt». 
crowned preeipiceK Of its tmnt 
quillity and beauty, no idea oan b* 

Foala is a singnlaT old Iowa, witk 
long aTDadei, beneath wineh them ma 
sbcqn, and tbtra the markets are hdd. 

it baa a tolerable inn. 

The estubliibmeDt of Oie Ribiht^ 
tbe first cotton works known in Hed- 
mont, has given employment to several 
thousands oF men, women, and chil- 
dren, as printers, spinners, weaiets, 
and dyers ; the goods being prepared 
within the walls of the Fabbrica, from 
the raw material as imported from 
Genoa, to the completion of every 
article for the market. The prohibi- 
tion to tbe exportation of machioery 
Gram England, leads to thnr obtaining 
it, at a great cost, from Mulhausea, in 

Ponte is distant six hours from 
Turin, to which city, a diligence goes 
tbree tiniet a week. There is an eK- 
Oelleat carriage road to the capital. 



I rough 



good walker n 
Courgn. ■ 



a tolerable 

go from Cogne to 
across Ibe Cot de 
--„—, - . ranger should get 

the assistance of a guide, at least to 
the Col — .and if possible, recommend- 
ed by Dr. Orappin or by the inn* 
keeper at Cogne. From Couigocthe 
road to Turin continues through VaJ- 
perga, celebrated for having one of 
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boidei Dumeroui Tillmgn. All thne 
pl»iir» owned we tomu, uid some 
tr» Urge. They are utuMed in tba 
liohcM p&rt bi FiedmoDt, ninidit 
Indian com, rincs, mulberry and fig 
treei. Those which are placed on the 
Hfaodaneea of the Alps, a little abore 
the plum, are in the moat beautiful 
Btuati<HU| ■urrouDded by line-eorered 
lullt^ and backed by Mly ranget of 
nwontvna- Little idea can be formed 
<tf the riehnea and beauty of Pied- 
DKmt, except by thoie irho faa«e 
akitted the mountaini on the borden 
of il> rich plaim. The traTellcr who 
enlera it alniiptly, by the uau^ routes, 
at right anglei, acrow the chain of 
Ifae Alpi, aces too Utile ot ita actual 
and picturesque richnen to eati 
jnatly thia fine country. 

BOUTE 112. 



(Three Dbjs.) 

On leaving Pontc la ascend the 
Val d'OrcB, tht rood continues on 
the left bank of the river throughout 
its course. The scenery is very fine; 
the forms of Uie muuntaina vast and 
^and, rugged and broken, clothed 
with nugnificent chestnut- Ereei, and 
ftequentiy exhibiting the eff^ts of 
disinlegtation in the enormoua blocks 
which have fallen from the heights, 
in many places in such quantity that 
the road is carried over or around th< 
dibrit with luch sinuosity and undu- 
lation, that the variety of views they 
aid to present gives a peculiar cha- 

the V 



rams, with tilta, and no itnam U 
illowed to leoiaia idle, wbcrt^ at a 
small cost, and with simple tnacbiueryi 
it can be made to tilt a hammer, or 



Beyond SparoQe the n 
of scenery prevails ta Loeana, a little 
tuwn about four or fire miles abciva 
Spaione. In these viltageii many of 
the weavers for the Fahbrica are em* 
ployed. The streets of Loeana arc 
narrow and dirty, and its inn worthy 
of such a place. The " Three Figeooi " 
likely to be forgotten by any 



veller w 



a had tl 



Above Loeana the valley soon be- 
comes dreary, and the road DKHC 
rugged. About half way, near aome 
smelting-houiea and forges belonging 
to M. Binna, the road, which be 
keeps in order below, ceases to be 
practicable iit ■ charetle. Above, 
there is only a mule path, which 

of &llen granite and serpentine, some 
of which have blocked up the course 
of the torrent, and compelled it to 
find another channel — these and the 
savage mountains which now domineer 
in the valley, give it great wildncas. 
Yet the tortuous road rising over these 
Amlmeiu often leads to heiutifitl 
little plains between them. 

There are several hamlets above 
IxwAna, as St. Marco, Arsons and 
La Frcra, hut each is more and more 
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: of wretchedncas 
is found at Novasea, which has pointed 
a proverb — 

Yet this spot olftrs to the traveller 
some of the moat sublime horror* 
encountered in the Alps. Here s 
grand cataract bursts out from a rift 
in B mountain mass of granite, where 
all is denuded to absolute slerili^. 
Below it, a thousand enormous masns 
of granite are bouldered by the ma- 
terials brought down and thrown 
upon tiiem by the £tll. The pes- 
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I the mtt, among tbefe 
imitobed ID Alpine bridge- 
bniMing 1 polea uid plank* an placed 
from rock to rock, oiid olmoM under 
the apraj of the cataract. Bejoai 
the pBM^ of thia tamnt, the road 
■till uoeDds OD the left bank of the 
Oiea. 

About a mile above Novuea ii a 
teniflc gorge, called tbe Scalare de 
Cerent, irha« enormoui precipicei 
orerhang the course of the Ore*, 
vbioh tumbles through a succeuion 
of cataracts between these hetblew 
piedpiees. The path which leuls to 
the aummic is cut out of the rocka, 
and ■ flight of Mepi ( ScaUre), prac- 
ticable for mules, ia carried up tiimugh 
the gorge; BOmedmea on the actual 
Laonlt <rf the precipice which over- 
hanga the tbamiog torrent i in others, 
cut BO deep into its side, that the 
ro^f canopy overhangs tbe prempioe. 
In some places there is not room 
enough for the mounted traveller, 
and there is tbe danger of his head 
striking the rocks aboTe him. Tbi 
eitrsordinar; path 



Bitenda half 



•erred, fixed against the rock to mar 
(be spots of btal accidents : but i 
Oine such accidenct happened i 



lired at tbe foot of the Scalar^ sua- 
pknons were entertained of these 
baviug been murders which he had 
committed there. He underwent 
wiere eiamioationa ; yet, though no 
doubt existed of his guilt, there was 
not evidence enough to convict him. 
It is bdieved that, at tbe spots where 
the orOGses are placed, he pushed hia 
viotima over in aa unguarded mo- 
ment, where a child, unheeded, might 
have destroyed a giant. 

Tbe termination of this wild road 
U like a winding staircase, in which 
it is difficult (or a mule to turn : 
near here the peep into the ravine in 
perlectly appalling. 

On emerging from this singular 
path and tearful defile, tbe traveller 
finds bimi^ on a plain, where there 



is barley grown, and 
of rich modow land. Immediatdj 
before him is the snowy range which 
divide* tbe Val Fomo from the Val 
d'Oreo, and across which a col lead* 
to Gros Cavallo, in that valley, in a 
ftw hour*. 

A liUle way within tbe plain, tha 
valley turn* to theright, and the Orca 
waabei tbe base of a mountain, whare 
the Comte d^Aglie baa some silver 
minea. The ore is smelted in the valley, 
and near tbe works there ia a spring 
of water slightly ferruginous, hut lo 
highly earbonBled, that the gas escqxi 
from it in a sparkling state. Tbe pear 
eants have fitted a wooden tube into 
the hole, through which it ascends { 
a little canal of reed fixed to the top 
of tbe tube enablea them to fill bot- 
tles, which are instantly corked and 
tied, and abundance of this water jm 
thus taken to Turin. It is ahiaoat 
laateless, when drunk at the apring it 

Tbe mauntaina|of Levanna, seen on 
tbe left as the traveller ascends the 
valley, are very grand j pinnacled, 
glacieied, and utterly inaccessible. 
Three of the peaks, near tt^;ether, 
bear tbe name of the froii betr. 
Ihe valley widens neat Ceresol, the 
highest of its church villages, about 
eight mike above tbe Scalare. Here 
he may rest in what a mountaineer 
would call an ouu ton ^ife— none 
but a mountuneer, however, would 

To shorten the next day's Journey, 
it will be better, botvever, to ascend 
tbe vaHey yet higher by three bours, 
to tbe Chalets of Chapis, and, if 
mu1« are required, to engage then 
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Cbapia early enough t 
insure arrival, in good time, at VfU 
leneuve, in the Val d'Aosta, in the 
evening of the same day. Fatigue 
only, however, is spared — . no time is 
gained by riding. 

From Ceresol, tbe extraordinary 
pass of the Galese at the head of tbe 
Val d'Orca, is first seen, above a per- 
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iOnmd Coluret, vtiioh tamt be nlimbed 
to CTOM tin ridsa of ^uien wfaieh 
■unDouuU it, and by wbieb • puoage 
miMf b* made into ttui Tallej of ^ 
jHTcio tbe Tarentaife. 

From Chapii Ibere is a-walk'ef 
•vo bomt and ■ h^ to the higheit 
■UleU ID tbe nlle;— thMO of aerue 
b~vhuh an pwaed' by the traidler 
who'woidd fo W tbe Oden. Be- 
7ml Seme Ibe Heoe perlupc nir- 
pntn in Meiili^ ud aanigeDcM any 
«tber in Ihe Alpt. A narrow path 
la^ dong tbe ateep alcqia of tbe 
Uont Iwran, until It stop abriiptty 
tf an inacceHl^ guUej in the moun- 
taio odled tbe Little Coluiet, To 



•limb along tbe faee of a fearful _ 
copiGe oirerbanging, at * great height, 
a lake at tbe bMd of tbe Talley. 
Having clfanbed round it, tbe plun 
of BelcitC* is attuned. - Thii plain h 
the bed of an ancient lake, noir filled 
with an enonnont glacier, which 
Btteanu dawn fi-om tbe left The 
bottom of thia Racier must be eroued 
by B Tery steep aeoent up a vast man 
of ic^ and aboTi it, up the gulley of 
the Grand Coluret, at least 1500 fee* 
from tbe glacier. Preoipicea, ft-inged 
with ieidea, o>erbang tbe trareller, 
and having climbed up cloae to the 
moki, on tbe rigbt aide, it is at lait 
necessary to erota tbe ano* iteelf that 
liea in the bndmi' ; this is not danger- 
ous to a steady bead, bvt a slip 
would precipitate the unlucky tra- 
veUei at leaat 9000 feet. On tbe 
other side the footing ia firm, but 
elimbing among overhanging masses 
of rock requoes a steady head and 
firm fooL Haiing pasted these, he 
will reach the sleep back or upper 
edge of a glacier, Ibiming a pre<n- 
pice of ice about 40 feet high. When 
this is paaaad, the traveller reacbes 
the top, about 10,000 feet above the 
level of the sea, whore one of the 
most glorious views in the Alps re- 
wards him; be looks out over the 
heul of the Val Isjre, upon La Vid, 



and HgtM*. T» thb VaUly tfw. d^ 
■cent «n tbe aide of the TMesitnaa ■« 
not diileult. In ratnniilig^ there ia 
las dai^er in the dceamt than in 
tbe aanent, Ibough it seem ntax ilaai 
gerous, Ibr the fbet nidt'de^ tutA 
flrmlf 111 the loose soil of both Ak 
ColuretB. The Little Coluret can be 
safely deacended, tboi^h, from the 
looimma of tbe ioil, tha aaaeat by itte 

1 Hm Chile!* ef Seme nAariv- 
ment of milk, cheese, and fauttO' 
maybe had: bread thetravriler tniut 
earry there ; whh Ibii neceoary, and 
■nne, be must rtook himself when iln 
ridta these wild ralleys; awl he la 
eqieddly eantioDed agdnst wattdaT- 
ing thcte wtihout a eanfiil and vrdt- 
reconunended guide. At Norawia, 
or Ceresol, Giusepp Bruseba, better 
known by tbe name of Huot, ftom 
tbe loss of on* hand, may be beard 
al; -he a a good guide, an active 
nwuntalneer, a capiMl chaaseur, nd 
* geod-temperad, intelligent feUoW. 

Tbe iTBveller to the Val d'Aoeu b 
recommended, if be reach the ChUata 
of Chapig, to give a day to the Col 4e 
Oalesis and retnm to aleep at Cbs^ 
before he oroas to tbe Val Savaranobe. 

To go to the Val Savaranobe, it U 
not aeoeaaary to go to the pastuiages 
of Seme. Before tbe abrupt seeent 
to the Alp of Save 



ri^t Up the left bank Of this U 
tent a difficnit ngiag path asuenito, 
and at Ihe end of two hours leadt to 
aome chalets eren higher than tboae 
of Seme. Tbe scenes presented du^ 
ing the ascent, of the vasf raagei at 
the I>e«anna and the Iseran, are of 
tbe moat sublime character. Above 
these ch&Iets, the path is a seiieaof 
flights of steps rudely cut in the rock. 
Beyond thia a acene of ftightAil sto- 
rility is presented : numerous Alpiae 
lakes or tarns are seen, but no pros- 
pect of escape, no path from this eol 
deaic seems to ol&r ilaelf ; yet in tbe 
most improbable of all directiom 
tbme is one, which Mtually liea Up 
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iad:atat Ac o^ged and phiaaeM 
eriM of the .iMiunduy to the left, 
aibnng a path ■ thoiuand timm 
faote diffioult than that of tb« Gm- 
vi, without the protection of ita 
parapets. Tbe summit attunod, tlie 
teuia around, nevtd from this raalj 
knomi b; the name of tbe Cot da 
Croii de Nivalel, ia one vithool 
parallel in the Alpa fbr tbe wild pe- 
■ikliarititB observed on looking baak 
into the BaTige vallc; jun left. In 
it many Ulces appear, and tbe brow 
■bote the last dikiets, cuts abrupt]; 
against the deep hate of the Val 
di'Orea, vhich is surmounted with the 
eoormoiu tange of the Levanna. 

On looking on the other aide of the 
ecd into the Fku da Nitolet, which it 
the bead of the ralley of SsTaianebe, 
many l^ces are also seen at Eba foot 
of the glaciers of the Nivolel, the 
same mountain whiob, lownda tbe 
Tarentaiso, is known hj tbe name of 
the Jseran, and directly across tbe 
bead of tbe Flan, de Niralet, is seen 
t, still higher col than that upon 
which the observer stands ; it is 
called tbe Col de Rhenes. and leads 
through the Val de Rhemes to Vil- 
leneuve, by a dioner course than the 

The descent towards tbe Plan de 
NiToiet is much easier than towards 
the Val d'Ora; and having attuned 
the banks of tba lakes, a nesrlif levd 
path leads through tbe fine pasturages 
at the bead of the Plan de Nivolet ; 
yet not a tree or shrub grows here, 
and the plain is exposed to feartbl 
storms in winter. 

In about an hour from the lakes 
the chalets of this plain are reached. 
Tbe want of other fiiel than diied 
cow-dung gives a filthy aspect to 
these chiUeis. Below them the ground 
of tbe plain becomes boggy, and 
broken up into thousands of knolls. 
At the end of another hour, these are 
left, to descend by a path lying over 
bare and smooth granite, like that 
on tbe route of the Crimsel, above 
Uandek. (Route 34.) After a coaio- 



dertUe daaooit, the tnvallet saddaalf 
finds himself •» tbe brink of a vastprx 
cipioe, utd -orerloaking tbe Tillage «C 
Pont, in the deep valley, thouoikda 
of Seet below him. Here, on th« 
edge of the prempioe, a etoss oa 
plaoed, wbieb is seen from belovj 
the spot isc^led the CriHi d'Aioletlaj 

wbioh oecanonally bursts upon the 



I the Alps opens i 






lies before him; and on the rightra 
black mountain, that overhangs die 
path by which be must descend to 
Font. Down these precipices he 

reach this village, the hi^iest in ' lb* 
Val Savanmcba, passing on his de> 



little cultiTBt!(Hi at the bottom. On 
tbe left a path leads over tbe mouD> 
tun of Causelles to the Vd de 
Rhemes; and another on the rif^ 
crosses to the Val de Ccffne. (Roate 
111.) Cioui, or Val Savaranche, is 
the principal village in the valleyt 
and here refredimeat may be ob- 

There are many little communca 
in this valley. Near to one of HmsSs 
Pessi, an avalanche fell in iaS3; k 
destroyed some cows, and three men 
peribhed. Crosses mark tbe spot 
where their bodies were found. 

Before reaching Gioui there is a 
picturesque spot in the valley, where 
two villages are perched oppoate each 
other, Tignietti and Crettom ; and 
here tbe mountains are seen whiidi 
bound the valley of Aneta on the ^da 
uppoute to tbe Vai Savaranebe. 

In the lower part of the valley, tfaa 
path contiiiues at a vast height above 
the course of tbe rivet bank, on its 
right 1 as it approaches the Val 
d'Aosta, a magnlticent view of Hmt 
Blanc, towering over all the inte^ 
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mediate mounML . . 
wtUet. Hen tbe Val de Ehemei 
Joiiu tbe Val SaTaianche, and both 
enter tbe valley of AoaU. The end 
of the Val de RJiemcs appetn like a 
aable land oa the mountun tide, 
ttudded with villaget, rich in mea- 
dow* and tinea, walnut and chestnut 

From ttaii eleialion the descent to 
Villeneuve it ts^ild, fctiguing, and 
difficult ; and the jouraey from Chapis 
t« the Vidd'AotU (Route 107.) will 
be fiHind to be quite enougb for ooe 



deep and Bavage defile. On a sort of 
ice, on the oppoaite banlit^ Ibe 
B of a feudal oaa^e are seen 
frowning orer tbe black ravine, and 
fitted for Ules of romance. From it, 
Ibe view into the valley of Aoila 
must be beautitiil, but what access 

traced, or even imagined, &om the 
opposite bank, though this ii to 
high above the torrent, that the path 
seldom approaches it nearer than 300 






(16 boura.) 

The eotranoe to the Val GHsanche 
by the torrent which flows into the 
Vol d'Aoata, is utterly impracticable- 
It ia necessary io cross the torrent by 
the new bridge, and immediately be- 
hind the little dirty town of Ivrogne 
to paQ a mill, and ascend through 
orchards and meadows that appear to 
lead away from the Crisanche. At 
the head of these the path arrives ab- 
ruptly below some precipices ; thence 
turning and asoeriding along their 
basea, the traveller shortly finds him- 
Betf in tbe path which is carried high 
above the left bank of the Grisanche, 
and which leads up the valley. 

have a striking character. Tbe river 
roars so deep in the gorge as scarcely 
to be beard ; and ihe rocks which 
bound ita course are so nearly per- 
pendicuUr, that the topa of lofty and 
enormous pioea, rooted in the rills 
bdow, can almost be touched by tbe 
band of the traveller in passing above 
them. Overhanging the path, the 
mountains so close in, that the light 
of day does not half illuminate this 
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Sometimes tbe path is fbnned erf ter- 
laees, rudely and perilously formed 
of loose stones placed across rifts in 
the precipices ; in others, the but- 
tresses of rock are cut away to make 
tbe road high and wide enougb to 

plscea bis been done with a mass of 
rock, which, having hlleo from above, 
and rested on theline of communiea* 
tioo, has required boldoeaa and skill 
to form a path by it; thousands at 
these masses have fallen into the gulf 
below, and only rendered the torrent 
more fiiriaus by tbe interruptioii. 
Numerous cataracts stream into this 
valley ; and it is necessary in paanng 
beneath one of these, which descends 
from a great height, far up the gorge, 
to go hastily across over the rude 
bridge formed of trunks of trees laid 
rudely aenwa, and scarcely guarded 
by a rail, that oKrs very slight se- 
curity. On looking up, as neatly b> 
the spray can bs approached, another 
such bridge ia seen to span the top of 
the tiill, and which eonnecU some 
forests or pasturages above. 

At length, at the upper extremity 
of the deiile, the valley opens at tbe 
village of Seris, a place which fiir- 
niab^i only the most miseiabte ac- 
commodation. The posssge up tbe 
Grisanche to Seris is all in (he valley 
really worth a visit from the Val 
d'Aoata, and it well deserves froiii 
the tourist in that valley, an exami- 
nation a« fkr as Seris. To tbos^ 
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bomrCT. who vould eron into the 
TareDtaiw, a turtber deacriptioa of 
the mute la neeeuty. 

The Aerility of the Vd de Gri- 
a«Dcbe aboie SerU U ilrikiiig ; it is 
rugged and atreim with enormoua 
bloolu which hsTe been detached 
Ihmi the mountwai, odea from pre- 
cipioei ao ateep that no legeUtioD 
reals upon tbeir lurfaces, where ami 
impending mitifn threaten the pats- 
ing traTeller. and Dumerou* crones 
record the trtqueaey of btal accU 
denta, Deep nfta in the lidea of the 
precipices are chanaela to cataiacts 
that pour their white foam from the 
dark recemes ; in aoRte places, the 
black preciiutouB slopes of the moun- 
tain are always wet and herblcia, 

1 reeking as if Irom some recent 



For more than two hours up the 
valley from Seris, the same character 
of scenery preTails; some miserable 
hoTels and a few Oelda of stunted 
barley are ibuad in the bottom of 
the ralley; on its ddes there is only 
the dark precipice or black forest of 
pines. The bead of the lalley is 
bounded by the immense glaciera of 
Clou. Oyer these, however, the bold 
mountaineer finds a pass la St. Foi, 
in tbe Taienlaise. 

At Pome], the highest liUage in the 
valley, the route to tbe Col du Mont 
leaves the Val de Grisanche, ascends 
a steep path on the right by a torrent, 
and reaches some cbaleta on a small 
but fine pasturage. Above these the 
path skirts tba brink of precipices 
OTcr a deep gorge, and enters a basin 
in the mountains — a scene of tbe 
moct fiightAil disorder i it is filled 
with rocks and stones constantly 
brought down from the surroundiog 
mountains, the summits of which are 
crested with glaciers, some so preci- 
pitous that the ridge of the mountain 
ia surmounted by one of ttanslucenl 
ice, which presents, when the sun 
shines through it, a most brilliant 
appearance. Hie ascent is very steep 
for nearly three hours up a ttackleia. 



loose path, and up slopes of snow, 
sleep, and many hundreds of feet across, - 
It ia Iktiguing and diScult. From tbe 
Col the scene is very line, not only of 
tbe deep .valley of stones towarda 
Piedmont, but also towards Savoy, 
where nature presents a gentle aspect- 
in tbe mountwDS which bound tbe 
Val Is^ie ; for the Col is so narrow 
botii can be seen from the summit - 
Tbe Col du Mont was the scow of 
some desperate conflista during tbe 
wars of tbe revolution, between tbe 
' French and the Piedmonteae. Ge- 
neral Moulins, who commanded the 
former, aAer many efforts, succeaded 
in gaining tbe position by advanong. 

sailants were not expected, and re- 
tained it in spile of not lea than ten 
efforts to repossess it. The height of 
the Col, tiom the absence of all vege*. 
tation, must exceed B5(X) ftet. 

After passing down a ateep path, 
leaving on the left black precipices — 
the haunts of the chamois — the paa^ 
turagea belonging to the commune, 
of St. Foi appear in a deep basin, 
bounded below by a forest It ii 
almost impossible to ima^ue a con- 
trast more striking than the wretched 
and desolate hollow, filled with rock* 
and stones, on tbe side of Aoslai and 
this, one of the most beautiful pa^ 
turages in the Alps on tbe side of tbe 
Tarentuse. In little more than two 
hours the chllets in this baun are 
reached, and in another hour it is 
traversed. Beyond it the road winds 
steeply down through a forest, aud at 
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the village of Muraille, wherq 
anotner bridge over a deep ravine 
leads to the hamlet of Massure, thence 
traverung a brow on the mountain 
side, the road descends to the village 
of. St. Foi, in the Val Is^re. The ap- 
proach to St Foi ia strikingly fine, 
for one of the most beautiful moun- 
tains in the Alps, the Chaffe-Quarr£, 
bounds the opposite side of the Val 
Isere. From its base in the torrent, 
fiir below the terrace where St Fin 
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ittada, to iu ininilnt, *faicb ii peaked 
with a tiiangnhu' pjiaaad of mow, 
«■• entire h^^ of thu stttpeadDuc 
Bionntain is'aeen. St Poi U only 
two troun from St. Maurice, and 
oStn little Becaminodstion to the 
traveller, at least when oompared with 
the comfbrts of tbe inn at St. Manrlce. 
' From St Foi the detcent by a 
pRTed road a yerf sleep to tbe boifce 
€f tbe Is^re. Before reaching the 
liver a torrent is croased, which formi, 
a^ittle way up the valley, a fine ca- 
tJract, It is difficult to get a riew of 
it This in the stream which fiom 
above descends betwesa the villages 
of Hamire and HurHllle. 

From the bridge tbe path lies 
Sefoa* meadows fbr soine way, and on 
tbe banlis of the Is^re. SooQ after, 
rising, it leads to the villagt! of Sees, 
«t the foot of the Little St. Beraard, 
snd thence, across cultivated ground. 
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in the sand, rooks, and stones, 
which mark its coarse at such timea. 
Soon after tbe load passe* by some 
■oarse woollen cloth-works, and some 
lisin^ for making small iron ware. 
7%en aerosa the winter bed of tbe 
furious Versol, which descends from 
Bonnaval. and bdow an old round 
Sower belonging to the village of 
ChfttBlard. From diis place the road 
to St. Maurice is wide and excellent, 
•nd ere long, it is to be hoped, a road 
of ^B same width and eicellenee will 
lead from this valley 16 the Val d'Aosta 
by the paw of the Little St Bernard. 
[St Maurice ; inn, Ebei Hayet, 
eiedlent] 

ROUTE IH. 



- Togo to tfaa little St. Bernard from 



Oomuyeur, it is nw«ssaiy M return' 
by the great mad to Aoata (Route 
107. )i about a kague, to where ttie 
branch from it leads to 8t. IMdier ; 
or a shorter course may be fiMind b^' 
seramblisg down the slopes whicfa 
lead to tbe Doire, and cros^nj^ it 
higber np tba river, than by the 
bndge which form* part of the hi^i> 

St DidicT is a tolerably luge til. 
lege, having the importance of a pdtl 
aux lettnt. It baa two inns: I'Oai* 
is deeenlly appointed. Like that at 
Cormayeur (thongb very inferior tfl 
it), it* chie^ sufipoet is from (he pe»-' 
aounaire*, who stay to take tbe waters 
of it! mineral springs : these at St. 
Dldier are hot, having a temperatwps 
of 93° of Fahrenlwit in the bathe, but 
95° at the source. 

BetKeen this viltiige uid tbe springs 
there are some b«utiAil meadow^' 
the soarce of its oomiDon name, Ff4 
St. Didier; these are sheltered hf 
the base of the Crammont, and tw 
tba enormons precipices of hare rock 
which ovarheng the source of Iba 
mineral waters, and fonn ode side nf 
a deep inace«Bible gulf, throu^ 
whieh the torrent from tbe glaol«j 
of the Rttitor and the Little St. Ber^ 
nard forces its way. 

Tbe hot spring lies up this gulf 
almoat as fWr a* it is ooceasible ) ftMffl 
diis spot it ii led through tube* to i 
building niched in beneath tbe preei-^ 
pices. Within ten years, however, 
this ba* been deserted fiiir baths, to 
which the water Is now eooduMed, In 
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itmcture has been raised — Pavilloii, 
as it is here called. It ba* been bailf 
at the expense of the province . of 
AostB, as a dect^ to the royal bmily 
to make it a place of their freqaent 
leiait. To this a wing haii been iMdr 
added, vbaii contains new bathe (Mr 

than the old ; and there are eevatal 
houses in the viUsge where, for vaiy 
mioderate charge*, Iwd and board HUif 
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Mnrce, magnifioent foreground maj 
beabtained. 

. The i«ad which leads bj tha vaJley 
•bove Ike gorge at the ipTiiigB of St. 
Didier, sod to the Little St B«r- 
ttanj, is a MMp ligzdg, present, 
ing at «ach tum new and- atrikii^ 
■Bene* of the villej below, and of 
Hunt Hanc. On reaching the lerel 
ground tixire, that OTDThiiBgB llie deep 
3ti& in the mountaiiir ' through whioh 
^the branch of the Doire from La 
Tuille burst! through into the plum 
of St. Sidier, the scene is fine. It 
Aorden a pine forest, of which come 
-TVflt old trunks hang ov«r the preci- 
pices, and help to ooneeal the deep 
-tonent wbioh roars io Ui course b». 

Up throu^ this fbreat a steq) path 



Wrhich DO viailor to St. Didieroi CoT^ 
inajeui should fail to make, if the 
.weather be bvouivb]^ for no ^wt in 
ibe Alps will aSbnl him so fine a liew 
of Mont Blano, or a mere glorious 

The ascent up the ibieat to retch 
the CrsmiBQat Ilea far an liouT 
■midst the [nnea, then, emerging into 
'£ne pasturages, tbe patb lesda up 
Ihrotigh mend olu^en of cbiliets ; 
St the last of these it is usual to leave 
~liie miiles, if any bsTs been em- 
'pluyed* Co await the return of the 
tcai^ter. The opeming uenei of the 
ralley below, as he rises, excite and 
eiUDur^e hTs cffbrti to attain tbe 

pliafaedin Jbui hours from St Didier; 
the chief difficulties lie in the extreme 
.«liioothness of tba swaid, and tbe 
•te^ness of the slope, wbich make tbe 
ftwting insecure ; and mnah time is 
lost bj slipping hack, parlicdlarly oser 
JMine of the rounded kaolls, where 
tbe effect of looking bwk is enough 
to make the unprajrtised traicUer 
>Audder, for the ground ia seen to cut 
abrapd; againit acme objects in the 



valleir thousands' of &ct belaV, with 
aa npresaiTe an effect as if it were 
tbe ledge of a precipice of tlut deptl^ 
over which a slip would precipitate 
tbe shrinking obsenrer. Nearer the 
lop, howerer, the footing is move 
■ecun ; thoosanda of marmots bate 
burrowed and loosened tbe soil, and 
traces of these anitoals ate found areQ 

The highest point of tbe Cram- 
mont is the outward edge -of > lain 
>ck, dipping towaraa 
■)out SO"; the upper 
I actually oierban'gB 
die rodiB belew, so that b Mooe 
dropped Jntm it would fall p^Tcib 
diculsriy hundreds of feet, and thefa 
striking the l>Tecipitaus sides of the 
Tootrntain would bound into the abyife 
beaeBth,broken'intotbousaDdiof<rBS- 
'niis experiment ia geDenlTy 
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motion given to the stones in' Que 
channels below, and bear with asti^ 
nishment the row which ascends ftom 
the commotion and disturbance. 'In 
this savage hoUnw, chamins are g«n». 
raUy seen. 

Une the whole of tile enonnous 
mats of Mont Blanc is 'open to the 
observer, midway of its height (At 
the hnght of the Crammont is about 
9!00, and that of Uout Blano 6SOO 
English feet above the peak of tbt 
Crammont), from the peaks which 
bound the Col de la Seigne to th«t 
ai the Grand Jorasse, ereij aiguille 
and glaoier through tbts vast line i^ 
nearly 40 miles is seen, within an 
angle of ISO degrees, lying fike a 
picture before the observer iroOk'tho 
The depths of the All^e 
■ ■ by W •- - 



Towards the N.B. and E. tbe Vid 
d'Aosta presents a betutifiil portiMI 
of the panorama. The mountcina 
iriiiah bound it sweep down to tbB 
Doire, and leave between them tiM 
chft" w ^ s whi^ aie tbe coursesr of- U 
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aOutaXa, Id the nller. the Doire ap- 
pears like « thnad of nlvcr. Looking 
S.EL. direct!; down the line of •went 
to the Cnmniant, the Cuap of Pnnce 
Hioiiiu, end the table land iboTc the 
precipices of ihe vulley of L» Tuille, 
appear to be immedialely beneath. 
Above and beyond it liei the enormoiu 
gloinerof the Ruitor.one of the fineM 
objects witiiin the view : this is coo- 
nected with the gUeieis at the bewl of 
the valleys of Cugne, the SaTaranche, 
and the Griianche. 

Towards the soudi it the pasa and 
plain of the Little SL Bernard, 
yarded by the Belvidere, the Val- 
laisao, and the other mounuuu wbiiA 
bound that pass. 

Towards the Great'] St. Bernard, 
the course may be traced of the path 
which leads by the para of the Serena 
from the head of the valley of Aoeta 
to St. Remy. The boepice cannot be 
aeen, but the MtNit Velan and tbe 
Combin are seen beyond it. 
' All visiters to Ihe Crammont, who 
have seen It in bTourabU weather, 
■peak of it with rapture ; and Sauenire 
thus records his second visit there : — 
'■ Nous pimamea trois beurea sur 
cette sommet ; j'y en avoLs aula paaai 
trois dans nion premier voyage, et cee 
ail henrea sont certainement celles de 
ma vie dans leiquellea j'ai goiit^ les 
plus grands plaiiirs qui puisscnt don. 
Her la coatemplation et I'^tude de la 

The descent requirea more care 
than the ascent, at least to guard 
gainst slipping: the guide* usually 
ait down, and slide with great ^)eed 

a viut to the Crammont a part of his 
day's journey to St. Maurice, should 
atart very early, and direct that the 
mules, if he take any, should, from 
vhere he left them, be sent across the 
pastun^tes, to ahillets which lie in his 
way to the village of La Bolme. Ha 
will thus gain time in ascending tbe 
TsUey, though the descent to tbe 
hamlet of dvolina, down a steep and 



ragged path over loose etonei, ia very 
&tiguing. 

1a Balme is in tbe valley, about 
an hour's walk above where the path 
up through the Ibreat leada to tbe 
Crammont ; and there is no objeet 
of inteicM iniawd between the two 

A little above La Balme the torrent 
is crosaed, and a path winds steeply up 
on the mountain ndc ; it being im> 
practicable in tbe depth of the valley, 

Iliis is carried on the right bank to 
a great height above the bed of the 
torrent, l^ere are occasional peeps 
offered of the river, and there is 
one of porticulai interest — it ia 
where tbe avalanohes which descend 
from the Crammont fM into the 
ravine, sometimes in such quantity 
that the snow remains, under the 
shadow of tbe mountun, unmdted 
for tbe year. This is the spot, ia 
the opinion of those who have moat 
carefully examined into the Eubjeet, 
where Hannibal and his army, in 
their descmt from tbe Alps, found 
the road, by which they could ha«e 
descended into the valley, desboyed. 
The road formerly lay on tbe left 
bank of the river. Within these 60 
years, the present road, to avoid this 
liability, has been made on ibe other 
side, high above all risk from such an 

Not far from this q»l the road 
turns abruptly to the left, and the 
Alpine bridge and village of La TiuUa, 
and the glacier of the Rmtor, open 
upon the traveller. The bridge ti 
crossed, and wine and refteshnwpt 
may be Ibund in die little mberge of 
La TuiUe. 

A short way above La Tuille tb* 
stream from the glacier of the Ruitei 
may be crossed, and a path taken to 
descend into the valley of Aosta, by 
some beautiful pasturages, and through 
a forest that overhangs tbe prcoipiaes 
above St. Didier, whence tbe view of 
Moot Blano is inferior only to that 
from the Crammont ; after crosiing 
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Om Camp of Priuee Thomu, the path 
deieends down the iteep mountain 
■id* on the right bank of tha Doire. 
It is neailjr in thia eoutse that the 
Sardinian gorenuneot eontempUtcs 
the formatioa of a good rood over the 
Ijttle St. Bernard, taeonnect the Payi 
d'AoiU with the TsTentuse. 

From La Tuille the rowl ascends 
rapidly to Pont Sensnt — tbe last vil- 
lage towards the Little St. Bernard,— 
and after croMing a Tery deep roTine 
»Ter a wooden bridge, a striking scene, 
and passing the village, the rood be- 
comes more steep, but presents little 
iDlerest except to the geologist. About 
two hours sbore Pont Serrsut the col 
18 reached ^^^a fine pasturage on a 
pkun about a league Itmg, and half a 
league wide, bounded on the left b; 
the Belvideie and the Vallaissn, and 
on the right by the Belle-Awe, at the 
foot of which mountain lies a little 
lake — the Vernai, which is left in 
its deep basin oa the right, in at- 
oending to the Col of the Little St. 
Bernard. 

After passing the ruins of some 
mural delences thrown up during the 
war of the Revolution, when France 
and Sardinia struggled for possession 
of these summits, the rosd enters upon 
the plain, and the traTellei sees before 
faim, at the opposite extremity of the 
plain, the hospice lately rebuilt. 
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antiquity. A circle 
higliest point of thv 
the nstne of the 



Cirque u Annuwj. ine noues are 
tude mosses, varying in sise, none 
very large ; tbey ara about 1 feet 
apart, and the circle measures nearly 
S60 yards round. The tradition is, 
that Hannibal here held a council of 
war. That he staid on the summit 
of the Alps, and waited far his strsg- 
^leia, is an historical bet ; and, 
independent of other and abundant 
eiidence, no ptiun.on the summit 
of any other of the Alpine passes is so 
.well adapted for the encampment of 
' his army as this. 



Near to the circle there is acolomn 
standing, the Colonne de Joui, sup- 
posed to be of Celtic origin. It ii 
neatly 30 feet high, and S feet in 
diameter. It is composed of Cipolino, 
avariety of marble which abounds in 
the Crammont. About a mile and a 
half Irom the Colonne de Joui is the 
hospice, situated at the south-western 
eitremity of the plain. Here for- 
merly a peasant, appointed by the 









pitality ; but since it has been r 
built, some brethren of the Hospice 
of the Great St Bernard hare taken 
this duty upon themselves, but at 
present only one ecclesiastic resides 
there. TTie expenses of the hospice, 
which affords very tolerahle accom- 
modation, are delayed by the com- 
mune of Aosta. 

If the traveller determine to visit 
the Belvidere, and has already visited 
the Crammont, it will be too much 
£6t one day, and he will do well to 
sleep at the hospice, and ^Iher ascend 

the following morning. It is of easy 
accomplishment : the ascent may fa« 
made in an hour. Mont Blanc, 
which is also seen from every part of 
the Col of the Little St. Bnnard, is 
from the Belvidere a more magnifi- 
cent object. The view is of g 
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, and looking 



ing into the valleys east of the Belvi- 
dere ; hut the scenes are very inferior 
to those discovered from the Cram- 

The Htapice was founded by St 
Bernard, but nothing of Its history is 
preserved. The Great St Bernard 
has absorbed all the interest, though, 
if the veil of the obscure history of 
the Little St Bernard could be re. 
moved, it would perhaps surpass in 
early importance that of its great rival, 
for Celtic remains Mill exist there, and 
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" Tram the facMpioe, tbe road winda 
dovn the mouatun ude, moA in two 
boun tbe tiBTeller reuhea the TilUfe 
of St. Germaim. Thence ■ Agag 
path descenils to ■ itream called tbe 
Reelus, irhioh is overhung at the 
point of passage bj an enomoua bank 
of gTpsum, bearing the name of the 
Koehe Blanckt. In situation it peHectI; 
Sgnea with Poljbius' account, ID the 
pSBBBge of Hannibal, of such a rock- 
•nd the crenl* which occurred there, 
This ia one of the chief pointt of eii- 
Aenee, and, taken with the MheT3,fur- 
liub a masa which mutt force con- 
iiction oo the minds of unpttjudEced 
taquirera — that hy this pass of tb* 
Alps, Hannibal entered Ilalj) General 
Melville, in his eiamitiation, the baaia 
of De Luc*! treatise ; Wickbun and 
Cramer fi-om their reaearehes; and 
Brockedon fVom his repeated Tiats ; 
all travellers in the Alps, who have 
Examined the other paises aleo, in re- 

Uie conclusion that on Ihia line only 
can the narratiTe of Polylnua, the only 
wOTtJij authority upon (he question, 
be borne out. 

Below the RAcfae BUuMdte the an- 
rient road by the Ileclus is avoided, 
&«m its constant exposure to de- 
■tniction by falls from the Mont de 
Su. It now passesbycultivatedtields 
through the hamlet of Villars to the 
tilhge of Scei (Route 113.) and 
ttenec to 
' Bourg St. Hauricb Inn, chex 



Crowds of TCHturiera loiter about 
die streets of Genera, and eapeci^iy 
In the neighbourhood of tbe prinrip^ 
bms, ready to start at a minute's no- 
lice tar CSuunonny, or any other ei> 
eurslon opon which the traveller 
avy detemine. Few travelleia take 
their own carriages ftoni Geneva to 
ClHimauny. A light char with a pair 
of horaea, to taka ibnr penon^ D«y 



btoUred{br90(1r. to 
or to 8t. Martin, wh 
lighter vehiole can betaken 
two W three peiaona to C 
In Savoy tbe ebarges are refnlatad 
by UtrilT; the eipensea are now mo- 
derate, and impoeiti(»i i» hnmadiatdy. 
punished upon oomptaint to tbe ayn-- 
die A diUgeiite goes every day, in 
the season, to SallRMbes. 

If tbe traveller have a earrii^c^ aad 
Intend, after vlidting Ctwmonny, to 
erosa, by the Tgte Nojis or Cot d« 
Bslme, to Martigny, «s the w^rtv 
tb« Kroplan, be ahoald direct ^ 
carriage to be forwarded to Martigny, 
tma Genera, to await his U^nd 
there. 

Geneva' is lelt'lbr Chanoony, at 
the Port de la Rivei and tbe road, 
though hilly, is good to Cheene^ half 
a league Arom the eity, andone of tha 
largest villages in the repubHc. The 
road ofi^B aome fine view* of tb« 
Vairans, Mont Salive, and tbe rangB 
of the Jura. Soon after leaving 
Chesne, the road crosses a littl* 
stream, the FoTon, which has its 
aoureein the Voirona. l^ia stream ■■ 
the boundary of the canton of Genera 
and tbe Sardinian frontier ; and a little 
beyond it, at Annenusse, is the station 
of the Sardinian douane. Here tb« 
greatest cirilily is shown if tbe pasa- 
part be m rigli i and no teati^ or 
trouble is . given aiMiut baggage in 
passing this frontier of the Sardinian 
states. On the flrat rising gmund be- 
yond, the Hole, a sugar-loaf nxnui* 
tain, is seen in all it* height, 5,B00 
t^et, partly concealing the only hallow 
in the range of mountains beyond, \^ 
which the course to Chamauny lies. 

Beyond Annemasse the road run 
high above the valley of the Am^ 
in which the blanched stones matt 
by their breadth howhirioua (herivei 

denly tbe road winds round the brow 
of a hiU that overhangs the nUey, 
and tnms Into an abrtipt and steff 
hollow, . to pass the Menage - on a 
good stone bridge, then, rialng mrnvfts 
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«ndw o6i«riida, the road paana over 
•D' ekrated phun, and nan reacbn 
flu riUage of Nangy, alxnn three 
laaguei fh>m Gnma. A little be- 
jon] there an •enoe niQU on tha 
rigbl ; and, aAar punng ContamineB, 
•re tea thoM of the Cb&teaa of Fau- 
o^f, ihat gives its aame to the pro- 
TiDce of Faucigny, of which Bonoe- 
villa it the chkf place. Theroadnow 
panes bo near to the Mole, thai thii 
mountaiTi ia an impoaii^ and b«auti- 
Inl otrfect. Upon it an obelkk has 
lately be«i buill — one of the points 
in a BigonomBtrioal currey of SaToy. 
Bayond ContaaHnes tha road d«- 
eld^es. The mountains which bound 
the Aive DTetenl a bold aspect, and 
B atriking, threugfa ui 



the entrance 

BeaaianUe, five league* from G»- 
nera, which is genaia% travelled in a 
obai in four houn. Here the honea 
an usually rested ; and the travriler, 
■rln viil find tbe Ceuroniw a betta 
j^dtananyst Cliues, generally take* 
a Inneh or early dinner. 

This is ^» chief place in the pro 
■inoe of FaueiRny ; it is in the diocese 
•C Annecy, and has a prefectar*. Its 
inbatutanu were fbnnm-ly 3000; at 
present they do not exceed 13O0. ■ 

There is a good •Wma bridgi 

Bonr™"- -i-r-*- 

Iter 

kdJunm not long since eraetaa in 
boHiur of Carta Felice, and in giati- 
tude for his having added to the >»■ 
writy of their town by the fhrmation 
of atrong uobankments, to natraln 
tbe finions Arva. 

Tias oohinnT, which is aurmotmted 



dtspUHI. Tli« paci4e of BoonnUla of , 

ttone ot Ok Rodshj tbit It via ockM d; 
tlH fmnlH. fte. Wm the Bsran of Fui. 



cbsnged by Buulx, Hvirdro ot Fuclgnr, 
Id Ids, into Boanirillc, at>3 grinWd tO Itl 
lateUtaali certslDfiltUeta. 



a punuing- 



by a statue of ^ King, i 
high. 

The bridge is 
tbe route to Cluara. On the left, tfa« 

Hde is flanked, and the road lies be- 
tween the base of this mountain nA 
the Mont Breion, the ranf(e that oa 
tbe right hounds the valley of the 
Arve, which is here lidi in cultivation. 
The road, aftw some time, undulate^ 
and panes through the villages of 
Vaugier and Sflionzier ; beyond the 
ibrroer, the valley widens where the 
Arve is joined by theGifflv; a torrent 
that descends from the Buet, flows 
through the valley of Samoens, snd 
by the town of Tunninges, then, join- 
ing the Risse, below St. Jojre, enlen 
the valley of the Arve at Pont Ma* 
rigny. 

. The road cwntinueB close under the 
Breton until its precipice* frown ovec 
the roate near Cluses. H«e,cni«lng 
the Arve on ■ stone bridge, it enter* 
the town of Cluses, turns abruptly t* 
tbe right, and passes between vast 
mountains, through a defile, in which 
Cluses is built, and the passage of 
which It entirely commands. 

C!hU(, an old town, «gbt leagues 
from Geneva. 

Inns : — Parfiute Union, E;u d« 
France. 

Many privileges were granted to 
Cluse*. One of (he earliest recorded, 
is by Hngues, ibuphin of Vienne>, 
Bsron of Faucigny, who, in 131ft be- 
stowed many municipal advantages; 
hut in consideration of them, the in>. 
habitants owed him military servicer 
this, eiercised in feudal times, and the 
almost impregnable character i^^ieic 
town, made them pugnacious and mis- 
flhlevous to their ndghbouis. They 
often attempted to burn Bonneville} 
and in 1340, sacked it. When, howb 
ever, Fanmgny passed into the lunAi 
of the counts of Savoy, it gained ito 
ol^Jeot against Bonneville, in beeoiu- 
ing tbe seat irf the assembled statea of 
Faucigny, and of the administradtM 
of provincial justice. Its history it 
bowBTtt sfawfly made apofth«plagu^ 
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■ad firaa it bu suffered. IboH In 
1310 and 1490 entirdf deatrorfd it. 
The population is about 1800. A 
Urge proportion orthaw are employed 
in walehmaking, for •bich tbii town 
bu beea oeteb^ed above a emturf . 
Tfaejr prepare iiioMiiMiit<> watcbei in n 
longh atatc, for the valehnukera in 
Ganera, and in Germany. 'Hiirt]' 
yean ago, dnre iburtecn bundred 
pcraona wen tbui employed in Cluae^ 
MagUn, Seionner, and other village* 
In tbe neigbbourbood j of these above 
a tboiuand perions vere employed at 
Ciiuea. For » retired a spot, iu re- 
lation with oommerdal men ia eitra- 
ordinarj. Their early babitfl ofbuBi- 
iwai, and fitnen for conducting it, bas 
led tothecatabliihment of many natives 
of Cliuea, in Aliace, at Augaburgh, 
Strubourg, and Lyona, at banken and 
manubclureia. The town ii miMrable 
enough in appearanee, and eicites not 
the least suspicion tbal rich men were 

On leaving Cluses, the road is car. 
lied through the defile on the borders 
of the river, and beneath precipices, 
that mark the first grand entrance 
into an Alpine ravine. The valley is 
very narrow, nearly all the way to 
Maglan, and, in aome places, the road 
i« straitened in between the river and 
tbe bases of predpioea, which actually 
Dverbang the tisvetler. From toaie 
of these, a little out of tbe road, the 
ateep talus of rocks and stones which 
have fcllen from above, spread out to 
the river, and the road rises over the 
lidges. Ilie banks of tbe river are 
welt wooded, and the scenery is as 
beautiful as it ia wild. 

dpices on tbe left retire a little, form- 
ing an amphitheatre, which is filled, 
jiearly half-way up, with tbe dibru of 
(be mountain. At the top of this 
talui, 800 feet above tbe valley, tbe 
.grotio of Balme is seen, to which a 
mule-path leads, which is undistin- 
guiahable below. At a little hut in 
the hamlet of Im Balme, mules are 
.kept Oh a visit to tbe grolto ; and 



wfatlU these are getting ready, Bmtm- 
adt Gamut, and otber lemptatioiu to 
the thirsty traveller, ore offered, A 
Uttle beyond Ia Balme, those who an 
amateurs in pure water may taste finm 
a spring which bunts out cloae to tha 
road in large volume. Saussuie oaih> 
Jeetured that it mig^t be tbe em- 
bouchure of tbe channel which cmpUea 
the lake of Flune, in the mountuiu 

Tboae' who intend to go on to 
Cbamouny, abould not waste any time 
bete ; but if tbe day's journey t>e oalj 
to St Martin or Sallenehes, the grotto 
ia worth a visit Its depth is great : 
it enters the mountain more (ban 
1 BOO feet ; tnit ttie view team it, owing 

limited. The peaka, however, of 
Mont Douron, seen oa the other aide 
of the valley, are remarkably fine in 

Maglan lies below tbe lofty mouD- 
tains on the ri^t bank of the Arve; 
the commune, which is stra^lii^. 

Closes, — they, too, are distinguidied 
fbr tbrir eafadilishment in foragn 
countries. Beyond Maglan the same 
ebaractar of scenay ptcvails, but the 



valley widen 



About 



half beyond Maglan, the road pi 
close to one of the bi^eat vatei 
in Savoy, thai of Nant d'Arpenai; 
tbe stream is small, and bdore it 
reaches half its first descent it is broken 
into spray. After storms, however, ita 
volume falls on tbe rock, oa wbkb it 
breaks i after reaching the slope tx 
tains, formed by tbe soil and stoaca it 
bat brought down, it rushes acron tbe 
road beneath a bridge^ and floirs into 
the Arve. Tbe rock of brown lime- 
stone, from which it descends, is re- 
markable for its tortuous stratiScatioo, 
forming a vast curve, and tbe &ca of 
tbe rock is so denuded that its strue- 
ture is perfaclly seen. Tbe route ftnm 
Geneva is so much frequented by 
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gaiE, or covertly u dealers in minenl 
■pecimeDB, guides to thing* which do 
not require their aid, deaiera in echoes, 
by firing small cannon where ita re- 
verberation may be beard two or three 
tiroea. Then idle nuisances should 



Between the tall of Arpenai and 
St. Martin, the valley increases in 
vidth^ and rich fields spread up the 
base of the Douron trom Ssilenches ; 
the peaks of the Varens, which rise 
nearly 8000 feet above the level of the 
sea, and immediately over the village 
1^ St. Martin, which now opens to the 
view, and shortly after the traveller 
enters the buatling inn-yard of the 
Hotel de Mont Blanc Here, in the 
season, he never &iU to meet nume- 
rous travellers gmng to ot frtna Cha- 
mounyt the latter impartiofc their 
impressions of tbe wonders of Mont 
Blane, and their adventurous scrambles 
in the presence of the ■' Monarch" to 
(be listeningeipectantsof such ei^ay- 
ment; — all is eieitenient. 

Within a hundred yards of the inn 
a bridge crosses the Arve, and leads 
to the town of Sallencbe«.bslf a league 
from St. Martin's. On this bridge 
one of the noblest views on the Alps 
is presented of Mont Blanc; 



othei 



nl3 



e, yet e 






«ud bright, and clear ia every part of 
its stupendous mass, that the eye, 
unused to such magnitude with dis- 
tinctness, is utterly deceived, and 
would rather lead to the belief that it 
was not one third of the distance. On 
lookinK up the valley over the broad 
winter-bed of the Arve, however, ob- 
jects recede, and give the accustomed 
impressions of distance ; above this 
rises the mountain of the Forclai, ita 
ndea clothed with pines, and ita sum- 
mit with pasturage. Over these are 
seen the Aiguille de Gout6, the Dome 
de Goiitt, and the head of the loftiest 
mountain in Europe, propped by 
ridges of (uguUles, and the intervals 
of theu fiUed with glaciers. This 
one view, the Erst u«aJ^y enjoyed by 



'ellers irom England to Cbamoany, 
to impressive es to be generally 
nowledged a sufficient reward for 



about 36 miles fhna 
lieneva, is a little town contuning 
about 1500 inhabitants, ritlng out of 
the ashes of one which was totally de» 
stroyed by fire on Good Friday, 1840. 
It broke out while etay body was at 
church, and thus got o-hesd before it 
was observed. Many lives were lost. 
Though above half a league further^ 
the tariff Gir chars, mules, and guides 
are tbe same as at 8t Martin ; these 
may be referred to upon hiring either, 
and thus all disputes are avmded ; k 
^Hr boire to the postilions is at the 
will of the employer, and their ci* 
vtlity almost always insures it. A 
char to Chamouny, without return, ii 

The pedestrian who intends to viut 
Chamouny and return by Geneva, is 
advised to go Irom St. Martin up the 
right bank of tbe Arve to Chede. 
Servos, and Chamouny, and return 
by the Col de Forclai, and the hatha 
of Si. Gervais. If, however, tbe tr*. 
veller should not blend to return hj 
the valley of the Arve, the most agree- 
able approach to Chamouny from St. 
Martin is by Sallencbes, and tbe 
baths of £t. Gervais to Chede. 

From Sallencbes tbe distanse skmK 
a level road to the baths is a good 
league, and an agreeable drive, &om 
the views presented of the Mont Vft- 
reos. whiiji overhangs St. Martin and 
the valley of Maglan. Near the baths 
of St. Gervus the road turns ibruptl; 
on the right into the gorge of the 
Bourant, a stream which descends 
&om the Bon-homme. At the upper 
extremity of a little level spat, a 
garden in the desert, are the baths, 
the houses At PaviHon, for lodging 
and boarding tbe invalids who retire 
to this delicious spot, and find,inthua; 
absence from the stirring scenes of 
society, a repose which restores the 
mind and body to its energies ; the 
credit of this is, however, given to 
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Hie w tM n, vhich >re at I 
rature ; the heat of Batl 
qudiUei of Harrowgate. 
Joumals of an Alpine Tn.euer, iic 
ny^ oa leaiing St. Muting, — 

" Went in a tiar-H-banc, » eon a{ 
0»niage like a Kifa placed on wheels, 
to the baths of St. Gerrau. This is 
so little out of the usaal route, b; 
Chede, and at> pleasant a deviation, 
Hut ill viriton to Cbamotiny should 
go or ratUTn by it ; it is a little Stiij 
a beautiful valley, where 



•ellen 



■ehadr 



aink, and delL^tful walks around tbia 
little paradiie for the eoOTalescent. 
At the bock of the house, a little way 
up the glen, there is a fine eataiaet ; 
and ooe of the plcBtures of thia place 
ii its solitude, amidst scene! so beau- 
tiful and wild, that It would be dif- 
ficult to find it, without a guide." 
He glen is a ad-de-iae; there ii 



Ola 



it upward; i, 



:o the ent 

roads branch off.^one very steep, lefltU 
op to St. Genais, a beauti^il village 
in the Val Mont Joie, through which 
the Bouraut Bows, until It fidls, into 
the gulf behind the batbs ; above 
St. Oetvais,tbis road continuea through 
the villages of Bionsy and Treiae to 
Contamines, end the pas* of the Bon- 
boninie. (Route 118.) 

Tbe other road, at the entraiiEe of 
the glen of tbe batbs of St. Cervus, 
after akutlng a little way the 









1 Foreiaz, leads 

ly of the Aire, and tails 

road by Passy to 

a villa^ a little on 



were found in building the church t 
they have led to many conjecture* 
upon its antiquity, and the supposed 
acquaintance of tbe Romans wilb this 
letired valley. 

■ Chede is a little hamlet, where the 
mad deeply a«eend> above the hniad 
plain of tbe Arve, which from 8*1- 
Unohes to this alnrupt riling off tbe 



valley, fonns a vast level, that, when 
filled by winter torrents, resembles ■ 
lake in its eiteoL Near to Chede 
there is on the left a fine caaoad^ 
which travellars, who start at 5 a. k. 
for Cbamouoy, generally visit for the 
sake of the besutifid iria that theo 

At length, afUr attaining a con- 
siderable height above the plun nf 
the Arve at St. Martin's, tbe road 
passes what, until within a very short 
period, was a little lake, the Lac du 
Cbede ; in whirii, as in a mirror, a 
line view of tbe niinmit of Mont 
BIsnc, toweling over the lower range 

one of the little " lions" in the excur- 
sion to Chamouny ; but a lUbidt of 
black mud, rod stones, has descended 
and filled it, and tbe lake of Cbede la 

Piotet, in fall encouragement of 
the little vagabonds that infest the 
route, at least from Cluses to Char 
mouny, advise* travellen to provide 



lake, &c 









^ the 



lie road, still rising above tbe spot 
where the lake was, turns into a deep 
curve to cross the bed of a. wild tor* 
rent. This usually tiimishes the first 
Alpine adventure to tbe traveller, ibr 
the road can sddom be kept in good 
condition for a week: every &11 of 
rain alter* it, and varies tbe appareat 
peril to those who follow. 

From this wild spot the road pitii***. 
through what is called a Imeat, and 
soon reaches the village of Servos 
where there are now two inns, ofl^a^- 
ing very tolerable aooommodatim to 
travellers overtaken by atorma. Here 
the horses of the ohaia ore usually 
rested ; and if St, Martin have baea 
left bi^bre breakbat, this is a capital 
place to obtain one, good enough to 
satisfy an appetite given by the fr«*h- 

tains. Tea and coffee, egg*, nulk, 
butter, and bread, and the delioioua 
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honej of Chamaim; are ample mate' 
TiaJs; to these chicken or a ragout of 
chamois caD oftea be added. 

At ServDZ theie ia a shop vbere 
Oie mineials of Moot Blanc are Bold, 
but these are usually bought by tra- 
vellers at Cliamouny, where the col- 
lections are larger, and the purehaae 
ia a reminiscence of Mont Blanc. 

At Seryai, guides may be had to 
accompany the traveller to the Buet, 
one of the sight-eeeiog summits near 
Mont Blanc, and offering a fine view 
of the "Monarch \" apd, from its ele- 
»ation, nearly 10,500 feet above the 
level of the eea, a Tan extent of 
horizon is presented, bounded on the 
east by the mountains of St. Gothard ; 
and on the west by ranges which ex- 
tend and subside into Dsuphiny, the 
lafcss of Geneva and of Annecy, are 
partly seen, and the whole line of the 
Jura mountains bounds that port of 
the horiion. 

The Buet IB a dangerous moun- 
tain to li^t without a good guide : 
the &Ie of a young Danish traveller, 
M. Eschen, ia Miil remembered ; he 
petiabed in August, 1800; his ble 
arose from his disregarding the advice 
of his guide. 

Servoz is the best ude on which to 
ascend the Buet ; the usual way is to 
proceed up the mouDtuu, and sleep 
at some chalet i then starting early, 
reach the summit of the Buet, aod 
descending by the Val Or^ne, arrive 
at Chamouny in the evening. 

Those who, fetuming to Geneva, 
would vary their route, may, from 
Serrox, enter the valley of Sxt at its 
head, and, descending by Sunoens and 
Tanninges, pass on the northern side 
of the Mole, by St. Joire and Ball- 
lard, and enter the bigh road from 
Chamouny to Geneva, near Nangy ; 
this excursion is detsiled by Captun 
Markbam SherwJU, whose ascent of 
Mimt Btaoo in 182.;, and fri 



• Chan- 



luny. 






there, have made him perhaps better 
acquainted with the neighbourhood 
. of Mont Blanc than any other English- 



serlbiug the visit to Ihe valley of 
Silt,— 

" You must start early in the morn- 
ing trom Chamouny, wait or ride, if 
an opportnnity offers, to Servos; 
break&st here, and lay in a moderate 
supply of cold meat and bread, witfi 
wine, or brandy and water; the latter 
is pieferable. Take the footpath that 
leads to the Col d'Anterne. Be sure 
you engage a guide at Chamouny, 
who is acquainted with the pass, oi 
it would, perhaps, be better to take 
one from Servoi. After having as< 
cended as far as the last chalets, you 
bear to your left, instead of continu- 
ing to the summit of the Col d'An- 
terne, and direct your course amidst 
the terrifie dibria of the icrotdemtnt 
of the Montagne des Fys. The path 
is rugged, but when the pedestrian 
has reached the top of the mountun, 
which hemust attain througbaforked- 
like opening, he will contemplate 
with great satislaction the magnifi- 
cent view of Mont Blanc, and a 
tbousuid other stupendous objects- 
Having rested here an hour to enjc^ 
a scsnty meal, the descent on the 
northern side is gradual, and you 
arrive in about an hour at some cha- 
lets, which bear the name of Les Cha- 
lets des Sales, properly so termed, 
for they are a cluster of huts, 
containing tlie most dirty, fillhy, 
and savage (in appearance) set of 
women that can be imagined. Here 
you will End milk and cheese, with 
tolerable good water, of which there 
is none ou the Montagues des Fy*. 
Near these huts are fossil sbells. On 
quitting this spot, where women, 
children, and swine pig together, you 
cnntinue to descend rapidly durii^ 
nearly four hours through a narrow 
gorge, whose beauties and luxurious 
appearance are very striking after the 
barren and bleak pass of Ihe moun- 
tain : cascades, rushing streams, and 
forests of dark and imposing feature 
are amongst the varied objects worthy 
of attention. At Siit there is a veri 
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tolerable auberge, where most delit 

ou> trout ue to be oblained ' 

■bniulaaoe, Ihe wal 

not being too cold, u at I 

to prevent a good supplf. 

Inn at Samoena below Stii, i 

beat in the vallej. 

" The stcond day you ascen 
Talley toward) the mounUin, ' 
the TJte Noire, or Fer \ Chevd, ' 
tennioates the Talley. This 
circuUr and petpendiculi 



OKadea, produced by the melting of 

there ia a dangerous path, known but 
to few, that leads to the Pic du Midi, 
and on to St. Maurice in the valley 
of the Rhone. During this walk In 
tbe valley of Siit there are various 
objects of great interest. On your 

to the clouda; &om hence the escen- 

more easily made than from Valor- 

houn to the aummlc. (See M. de 
Luc'b account.) After having passed 
the old monastery of Siit, coeval with 
the former priory of Chamouny, the 
very fine fall t^ Xa Gouille pre- 
bcdK itself on your left, than which 
nothing can be more rich in. Alpine 
accessories. The mines at the end 
of the valley are difficult of access; 
most of the miners live at Slit. 
There are exterioi communications 
fi-om shaft to shaft along the perpen- 
dicular face of the mountun, highly 
dangerous for those who aie unac- 



^our guide is acquainted wltb 

^ ountain d'Anteme, for should 

of this valley I he take the right-hand path, you will 

"' mouny, have a good chance of deeping at the 

Pellet's I n»t of the glaciers of the Buel This 

ia a ftliguing day for ladies. 

" Tbe third day you descend towards 
tbe beautifiilly situated village of SB' 
moena (a good inn); then pasaing 
through Tanninges, you arrive at St. 
Jeoireat the foot of the Mole, a moun- 
tain so well seen from Ihe ramparts of 



OBity t 



t disli 



iit, where I stayed four day*. 
Before quitting this spot, I will add, 
that it is passible for ladies to arrive 
at Silt on mules ; but in that case, on 
quitting Servoi, you must continue 
the path that leads to the summit of 
the Cot d'Anteme ; and when there, 
tale the left-hand mule nwd, which 
will laad you towards Sixt ; but be 



of which will amply repay, and is by no 

from ita point is one of infinitely va- 
ried beauty. From St Jeoire, whose 
noble chateau has been the cradle of 
so many eminent cardinals, generall, 
and etateamen, you proceed to Nangy 
and Geneva. This third day may be 
accomplished without sleeping at St. 
Jeoire. where there is a good inn, 
provided you can meet with a char, 

Nangy. The safer way is to sleep at 
8t, Jeoire, and reserve llie fourth day 
for an easy journey to Geneva. 

" A duir-d-battc may go all tbe way 
from Geneva to Siit: the road 
throughout is good. 

" If you ascend the Mole irom 8t 
Jeoire on the fourth day, you may 
descend to Bonneville,hireacarriage, 
and return very conveniently to Ge- 

'nie mines mentioned by Captain 
Sherwill ar« now worked by English- 
men, who have established themselves 
there. 

Ftom Servoi the rood, after cross- 
ing the torrent of the Dioia which 
descends from the Buet, lies close 
under tbe foot of Ihe Breven, between 
this mountain and the Arve, which 
issues at Pont Pelisaier from one of 
the Hneet gorges in tbe Alps. The 
valley between this bridge and Servos 
was once a lake, produced probably 
hy a mountain foil damming up tbe 
valley of Ch^telas, by which tbe Arve 
deseenda to the vaUey of Sallenchn. 
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Near the Pont PelUsIer, on a mound, 
are tbe ruins of tbe cbiteau of St. 
AKchael. Cbapeb and nuHUUteriei on 
derated places are Crequentl; dedicated 
to tlie archangelp and some chateaux 
in such Bituationa hear bia name. 
. After crosunj; Pont Felitsler, tbe 
road ascenda b; a ler j steep path lo a 
ridge, the Moutets, vhicb separatei 
tbe valley of Chamouny from the 
vale of Seivoi. From leversl spots, 
e»p«(iaUy near the creat, the peep 
down into tbe now ioacceasible ravine 
Ibrough which the Arve finds a pas- 
sage, is a depth to shudder at. 

From the Moatets, the 
mass of Mont Blane, no> 



in.ty, i; 



magnifii 



impossible to di 
excite*: but tbe summit can no longer 
be seen ; it is concealed by tbe fast 
Dome de Gout^. 

Tbe descent from tbe Moatets lie* 
through some fine meadows to Ouches, 
the first village in tbe valley. 

Soon the white lines of glaciers are 
seen to extend themselves into the 
Talley. Tbe first is tbst of Taconey, 
which is two miles up the valley 
above Ouches : it is, however, so 
mere a line compared with the vast- 
ness of other oluects around, that the 
traveller never fuls to be disappointed 
in its apparent siie. Numerous tor- 
rents are passed, which descend futi- 
ously from tbe glaciers of Mont 
Plane, and cut deep channels, which 
are difficult to cross, or to keep in 
repair tbe passages over them — they 
are disrupted by every storm. 

About half a league beyond the 
stream from the glacier of Taconey, is 
the bamlet of Bossons, and near it 
tbe glacier of that name, which reaches 
further out into the valley than any 
other; but this too, like that of the 
Taconey, disappoints, unless the (re- 
veller visit It, when be will find that 
from its height, the Moraitu, — i. e. 
tbe rockaand stones that are thrust for- 
ward by the ice, and form a huge em- 
bankment to the glacier, — is difficult 
and tatiguing to climb, and tbe white 



Bi>d qipuently unimportant mass of 
ice, of which tbe lower extremity of 
tbe glacier is composed, is r^y 

into a tbousand ftntastic forms — 

high, others immense blocks broken 
or melted into fantastic forms, and so 
impending that they excite a shudder, 
but the colour, the deep and beau- 
tiful blue colour, of the ice in its 
depths, offers effects of which no de- 
scription can convey an idea. 

A little above (be glacier of Bus- 
sons tbe Arve is crossed, and tbe road 
continues on its right traiik. At the 
bead of the valley is seen the Gladec 
du Bois, the largest in the valley, tbv 
terminua, in fmt, of the Mer de Glace. 
This lies, however, a league beyond 
the village of Chamouny — now ■ 
large and important community, 
which displays almost the bustle of an 
English watering-place in the most 
retired, heretofore, of the Alpine val- 

CAanUKny. /nut : H. de Londr^^ 
d'Angleterre ; — De 1' Union. JOST'* 
Hotel de la Couronne, kept by Josepl 
Tairrei, ancien guide en chef, is goot 
and clean, though small. The Grst of^ 
these, theoldest establishment, basne. I 
ver forfeited the reputation of beiogon 
of the bestbeld and appointed inns to b~ . 
found in tbe Alps; where Victor Tair* K*7' 
res and bis excellent wife 
tised in thrar acquaintanc 
their provision for, the w 
vellers, especially English 
comfort will be found there ttian 1 
most any other inn out ofEnglan 

Hie customary charges are — din- 
ner, S (o 4 francs; breakfkst, II to 2 
fr. 1 bed, IJ to S &. — Mineral warm 
baths may be had at tbe inns; these 
ofTer the most refreshing and agreeable 
luxury, after the fatigue of mountain 



guide en chef, is good \/ 






At Chamouny and elsewhere, the 
travellers' books at (he inns are great 

ing, in the remarks of preceding tra- 
vellers, useful information. A most 
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diigTaccAil pneiice his loo oAen pn- 
voiled, of removing leaTCB Ibr Ihe Kike 
of Butogiaphs : it u difficult to inu- 
gine an J «ot more unworthy; for this 
aelfi§h gTBtiAGatioD thej destroy That 
vould be pleasure to bunilteds. 

The village of Ch«iiouii;, or La 
Prieur^, aa it is aometimefl called, &otd 
a Benedictine convent eMabluhed here 
riwut the end of the lllh century, 
VH knomi earlier than ii generally 
imagined. The original act for found- 
ing the priory vas lately discovered 
by Captain Shermll, among HHne old 
documents whioh had for ages hecn 
neglected. This act bean the seal of 
Cmint Aymon, and a reference to 
" Papa Urbano regnante ; " this can 
only tefer to Pope Urban II., and 
fliea the period between 1088 and 
Ki9S —probably about 109a The 
gift which accompuiied Ibis deed was 
of the Vale of Chamouny, from the 
Col da Balme to the torrent of the 
Dioza near Serroa — about T^ leagues 
in length, by about 3 in breadth, 
ilieluding the mountain sides and 
di^ies. From this doeuUeat the ori- 
gin of the name of Chamouny may 
be discovered. The yrotit Cwnjmi 
iWuiiliu, champ muiu, or fiHtified 
field, from perhapa its mount^n 
boondaries j this name does not occur 
otter the adoption of iVimr^ — this 
probable ooi^ecture is Captain Sher- 
will's. The documents flimiahed also a 
light history of the progressive settle- 
ment of its inhabitants, and the occa- 
sional intercoune of important stran. 
gers with the priory. The first visit 
recwded, that of the Bishop of Geneva 
within whose diocese Chamouny lay, 
was in the 15th century; when, after 
viiiling the abbot of SaUenches, ".he 



and aAat hariog vigited tfab moft aei. 
eluded part of his fiooeae, tba Mshcy 
returned to Geneva, by way irf A»- 

necy," whether by Megeve fium Sal- 
leuches, or from Bonneville, the do- 
cument does not mention. Captain 
Sherwill has published a little pam- 
phlet, " A brirfhistorical f4elch of the 
Vale of Chamouny," which contains 
the result of his researchesi and hringa 
down the history of the priory and 
the people to the time of Wyndham 
and Pococte's visit in 1743. Sinoe 
that, time constant intercourse haa 
been recorded. Captun Sberwill's 

count of a visit made to Chamoony 
by St. Francis de Sales, when iusbi^ 
of Geneva, in July, 1606. 

The first knowledge of Chamouny 
. clearly not a discovery of Wynd- 
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as the 4th of October, in the year 
1443. He was accompanied by the 
abbot, bis two offleiating clerical at- 

^lio lisiting party performed the 
journey on foot. They remained 
"♦•iwl days at the priory to repose j 



Germuiy, the natives of Cho- 
mouny hod long had much intercounl^ 
and their tun, held at the priory,' 
brought mau)' strangera. The ordea- 
Ttaitce tar establishing these &irs, was' 
granted by Philip of Savoy, Conte of 
Geneva, and bears date 3d of Novem- 
ber, 1530, and three years later, he 
gave permiauon for the establidnoeiit. 
ofa market, to be held every XhnrtUy. 
This weekly market still eiists. 

Messrs. Wyndham end PoeocLt^ 
excursion to Chamouny, end tbdr r»>' 
port of it, ted, by its publication in 
the Mercure dt sii4ie, in the moBllu 
of May and June, 1741, to the eicitfr- 
ment of great interest in these retired 
wilds, amidst the moat sublime eeenerjr 
in nature, and at the foot of the loftiest 
mountain of Kurope, where tboiw 
sands have made their pilgiiniage- 
Unlike other places, merely tehiofi- 
sble, and crowded by idlers, no extent 
of partioipation can lessen the suhlinw 
emotions and impressions made by tba 
scenery of the vale of Chamcuny. 
More than 3000 strangers have visited 
it in one season, and of these, ht^^ 
dreds of the vulgar and unfeeling par- 
Hnues, whose e»dBmati<»i of " how 
rural!" reoorded by Lord BynD* 
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iTould bave Ahoc^ed refinemetit else- 
whai«, bei« cHDDOt lesen the enjoy- 
Tdent cfered in thia glorious temple 

Tha guides, mules, and »11 sBun 
that can be regulated by the state, to 
guard against diaputea, are here in the 
hands of a syndic, vho, as guide sia 
cA^, has a code of laws, and tarifT of 
Aaiges, which all must obey. All du- 
putesare referred to bim, if they should 
aiJK ; to him application must be luade 
fbr guides^ vbo^ each in turn, moat 
attend the traveller who needs hia ser. 
vices. It^ howerer, ■ particular guide, 
Out of turn, be taken, three franca 
•xtra must be paid for each oourae. 
Course* are certain excursions ; thus, 
the Hontanrert is one courae, the 
Fleg^ another; if both be done 
in one day, the compromise is ten 

. The existing r^ulationa date from 
18S1 ■ when forty men were enrolled, 
keleded for their iutelligenoe, and the 
•xoellence of their oertifioates, which 
bad been giien to them by their em- 
ployers When satisfied witii their con. 
4Uet. The chief receirea his salary from 
the gorernment, but Captain Sherwill 
Ibtoka that the new ayatem has serious 
dUadiantBges. " The guides do not 
V>w, HS formerly, aed to inatruot 
tfientaelTeK Before ISSI, a man was 
tliosen for his abUily, bis courage, bis 
fMrudence, and his gen«al luiawiedge: 
MOW, a guide knows, that, Ixang placed 
m the list, his turn must coma to at- 
tend a stranger, and tha^t do one can de- 
prive him of the benefit of hia appoint- 
ment; he OierefoTBHts quietly down by 
tkeside of hiafire, where he w^ta only 
the call oftheohiefg«ide,and abandons 
•U boohs of instruction. Therefore 
b ia to be fiiared, that when the ori- 
ginal race of guides has ptssed and 
tlwie appears no longer on the list 
the namea of Coutcl, Fayot, Paccard, 
and Balmsl^ we slwU see at Cha- 
mouny a cxnaparstiTely ignorant race 
»f guides, cqiable, no di^bt, of con- 
ducting strangers in all ordinary eaaea, 
bat not poBsesBng tiiat agreeable 



iuG>rmation and useful knowledge, 
which render a walk over the moat 
dreary mountain atill more engaging 
and which often draws &om the pocket 
of the pedestrian an extra tranc, aa an 
acknowledgment of the addi^onal 
pleasure he haa received from the 
oonveraBtion of his guide." 

The price allowed by goremment 
for the services of a guide, was seven 
franea per day, whieb (hey voluntarily 
reduced to ai fiauoa, the old French 
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of Mont Blflnc, when he . 
in 1B35 he was 70 years old. He 
went out with a hunter of Valornnd 
to choae the chamois, parted from bbn 
near the Pic de Modi, hating pro- 
thought tj3o dangerous ; but pom 
Jacques was £rom his youth a gold- 
finder ; one who believed that it 
would be possUile to become suddeni] 
rich by auch a diaoorery. He alt 
waya preferred tolMlow thispbantooy 
rather than act aa guide, and he paid 
fbr it the fbrfbit of his life. Tha 
spot from which he fell, orer the pre* 
cipices of Ihe Mortine is known, but 
to reeoxer the body w 



All Ibsl eipBndi the Iplilt, VM eppali, 
OtthsrsroUDd Ibeia naBmlu, n to iIkiw 
Ruv ■inta miF pluc* to Heaten, yst Isava 

It ia impoaaihle to imagine tha 
buttle and eicitement of a visit to 
Chamouuy. The arrival and de- 
partu» of travellera, the presence af 
the guides and their tales of advea- 
tures, the plans for to-day or ton 
morrow, the weather, not here tha 
conunonplaee subatltuU for hadjag 
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nothing elM to say, but tbe moat im- 
portant nurce of eDJOfiiKnt or di<- 
app<UDtTnent to tbe traveller. On 
looking out in the eveniufi upon 
Mont BUme, from tbe irindows or 
(lie yard of the Hotel de Londres, 
irith a plu) tOt to-morrow, with what 
Buiety all indicatiiHii of > change are 
watched ; how erery body ii oon- 
tulted ; groups of runblen arrin 
from Genera, from the Vallais, from 
Piedmont, or iVom Tuits to the sur- 
rounding points of view ; auccesi ii 
enTied — bilure pitied. 

2ft< iHmtaimerl. — This ia gmerally 
the flrrt, oflen the only eieuraion 
mwle fVom Chamouny, with the in- 
tention of returning to it. The ob- 
ject of thia,eicursion ii to visit the 
Ha de Glace, the enormous glaciers 
which terminate in the Glacier du 
Bois, uid tbe source of the Arveran, 
in tbe Tslley of Chamouny. 

To go to tbe Montanvert it is ne- 
cenary to cross the Atre and tbe op- 
podte meadows, by a path which 
leads across the valley to the foot of 
the Moatsniert. where tbe path rises 
above tbe valley, tiirough tbe forest 
of pines which skirts the base of the 
mountain, in some places very steep, 
and to ladies, or unpractised travellers, 
mounted on mules, apparently dao- 
l^erous ; but as the guide is generally 
in attendance in all places of dlfll- 
culty, and there are really none of 
danger, confldence is soon possessed. 

After a scramble amidst rocks, and 
the roots of pines and larches, occo. 
uonal openings among the trees afibrd 
peeps into the valley, and mark the 
great height so rapidly attained. 
Sometimes tma are crossed — the 
Bhannela of avalanches in the winter, 
which sweep down every thing in 
their course. Here the guides gener- 
ally perform the myitery o( desiring 
■ilence, lest a whisper should disturb 
tbe slumbering snows above, and 
bring down destruction by displacing 
a rock. The step from the sublime 
o the ridiculous, is here reduced to 
be smallest posuble interval. 



Until within a few years, the path 
beyond this place was imprvotic^ltf 
for mules ; now, howler, it i« made 
good to tlie PavUiim, ot houa^,'on tile 
Montanvert, which is reached l^o/a- 
Chamouny in aj hours. This was 
originally a rough inclosure of fbtu? - 
dry walU, covered with a roof for. 
sbdter, which was built at the ex. 
pense of an Englishman, and named 
the Chiteau de Blair ; this has noar 
become a eowboute or stable ; and 
even the pavilion, built afterwards at 
the eipense of a Itf . Desportes, br 



clean beds, in the season, await die 
visitors to the Montanvert, the Jar^, 
and other spots of interest to wfaieli 

From the Montanvert, the Mer da 
Glace is seen to an extent of two 
leagues up the valley, towards the 
Mont Fenades and the Aiguilles of 
Lechaud, on cither side of which, a 
branch continues ; that on the S. W. 
farming the great glacier of Tacul, 
and that on the E. and N. E. the 
glacienofl«chaudatidTaUlTe. The 
view of this enormous sea of ice is one 
of the most striking in these scenes of 

vast site of every object about it, is 
very deceptive. Directly across the 
Mer de Glace are some of tbe finest 
of those pinnacled mountains which 
form so striking a feature in the Chfc 
mouny scenery, lie nearest is the 
Aiguille du Dru, and still further on 
the right, is the Aiguille du Moine. 

(he clouds between them, and seem to, 
pn^ tbe loftiest of this stupendoua 
mass, which is tbe Aiguille Vertex 
ri»ng mve than 13,000 feet above 
the level of the sea, and nearly 7O0O 
feet above the Montanvert. 

Those who do not intend to crosi 
tbe Mer de Glace, should, at lost,' 
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ymrit, to obaerre the beauty of iti 
purity Bud colour in the ererices, 
vhiob oumot be oonceived irben look- 
ing down upon It, fiir the atones and 
■oil Bre r^ected to its vuriAce, and 
thrown o*er at iti edgea, forming what 
ue called the maraina of the glacier. 
3Ae Jardin. — Thote who wiib (o 
crOB the Mer de Glace, and ™it the 
Jardin or Courtil, on the Glacier de 
TalMe. should tleep at the pavilion, 
fbr, to a btiguing day's journey, two 
hours and a half makes an important 
■ddicion. The accommodation now 
offered at the pariliixi enable) the 
tlAVeller to aleep oomfortablf and 
>tart early. No person should yen.- 
ture without a guide, and with coie, 
s description of the course is Bcarcely 
necessary. David Coutet, ii an actiTe, 
intelligent maB, and the best possible 
guide to the Jardin, as he ia veil 
acquainted with the state of the ere. 
Tasses on entering upon the Mer de 
Glace, the chief obstacle to the tra- 
vene of the Mer. The great object 
i^the eieutsioQ is to enter more mto 
the heart of Mont Blanc, to penetrate 
into its profound Tslleys, and witness 
■eenes of wilder horrors and more 
■arage solitude; and there is no ex- 
cursian ft'om Chamouny that eidtea 
these sublime emotions more power- 
iiillf. The guide should be pro- 
visioned fbr this eicurnon, and in 
&ct any other where the viaitors are 

establishment for relnihnwnt. Bread 
and cold meat, and wine, should be 
taken by tbe guide to the Jardin, 
the Mont Breven, the Chapeau, and 
such other places u the guide may 

Tbe course Uken, is to follow tbe 
S. W. side of the Met de Glace, and 
reach the base of the Aiguille de 
CbamuM, where, from there being 
fewer creTico. the Mer de Glace can 
be crossed with greatersaiety. Seieral 
ridges of nominw. ealled arretea, 
which lie in the direction of the gla- 
rier, are crossed, and that part of the 
glaeier called Lecbaud is ascended a 



little, to Bttwn the knrer extremity of 
that of TaMfre, which here presepta 
an awAil appearance, ftom tbe ^a- 
ruption of the ice, and the vast and 
wild masses and pyramids into which 
the glacier has broken, from its ab* 
rupt descent into the glacier of Le- 
chaud. These hang in ttrronm ater 
the traveler who dares to approacli 

To pass these glaeiers it is neeesiaty 
to climb the rodi) of the Couvemle, 
the base of the Aiguille du Tal^&e. 
lliis, which is difficult from its exces- 
sive steepness, is not dangerous. A 
part of the path lies in a little gulley in 
tbe rock, to climb over which, in lonie 
places, the hands are required, aa well 
as the feet. This part of the paasaga 
is called the Egralets. Above it, 
where tbe path is less steep, and where 
there is some herbage, the traveller 
reaches the bed or level of the Olai^er 
du Talefre, which leads to an oaais in 
this desert — an island in the ice — a 
rock which is covered with a beautiful 
herbage, and enamelled, in August, 
witb flowers — this is the Jardin of 
this palace of nature, and nothing can 
exceed the beauty of such a spott 
amidst the overwhelming sublimity ol 
the surrounding otqeeti, the Aiguilla 
of Charmoi, Bletidre, and the Odant, 
and tbe enormous glaciov of Tacul ; 
all vindicate tbe truth of the poet's 
glorious deecription, — - 



In retuming from the Jardin it is 
not necessary to descend by the &gnu- 
lets ; a steep path leads down from 
the glacier of lUdfre to the glacier of 
Lechaud, and then hy the psth to the 
base of tbe Charmoi, to Montaurert, 
and Chamouny. 

It requires 3} hours to go tnmt 
the Pavilion to the Jardin, and 7 or 
8 to retiun from the Jardin to Cha- 
mouny ; fbr though the descent may 
be nude quicker, tbe traveller is 
more fatigued, and, allowing for rest 
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md tqjoymeati the jaunief U ana of 
18 boun, from and to Ctitmouar; 
tbe gain tt S, therefore, by iticdDg 
&« the Hoatanvert^ will obrioudy 
iMwn it! fatigue. " The eicunion 
to Ih* Jirdia," m;i Professor Foibe*. 
" ia on* of the grandest in the whole 
range of the Alps, and, owing to the 
punty of the atmoapbere, i* not lo 
&tiguiDg ai ia generally suppoaed. 
If the tmeller be not prened for 
times and have a taste tor mob sub- 
lime raeius, be may, by sleeping a 
second rime at the Pavilion, snjoy 
these in a bigh degree, by explormg, 
after a descent from the Jardin, the 
upper putt at Ibe Mer de Glaoe and 
the Glacier de I'Echnid : for this 
tber« will be rime enough, and even 
to make calleclioiu of plants and 
minerals, which are highly interest- 
ing i the former at the Egralets and 
4H1 the Jardin, and the latter on the 
Moraines of the Glacier of Talafre 
and on the «stem side of the Mer de 
Glane. 

"The next morning, tberefbrt, 

jng by the beaten road 






the I 



.Teller n 



dcr the guidance of IJasid Couttel, 
Biplore the bases of the Aiguilles 
between the Mer da Glace and Mont 
Blanc, and crossing with caution the 
Claoier du Pelcrin, descending fro 
ttw Aiguille du Midi, be wUI Ht 
himself on the brink of a pneeipfa 
immedialely overlooking the Glnoii 
du Bossons, not far from Iho poii 
where It is crossed, opposite the 
Grands Mulets, in the ascent of Mor 
Blanc ; and here he will have a &_ 
belter idea, than from any other 
point, of the real nature of the diffi. 
cultiM to be encountered, and the 
magoi licence ei the scenes to be en- 
joyed, in that daring excuroon. A 
very steep but beautiful descent, 
chieBy over herbage, and parallel to 
the course of the Glacier du Bossons, 
will leoi! him to the valley of Cba- 
tuouny, two milea below the village ; 
and in passing he may visit two re~ 
!ade% foimed by^ Ibe 



r whidi desoends from the GUriar 
du i^ikerin, which are lit^e visited, 
though near th« great . raad tiwougfa 
tlie valley. In one of tliese tfaa 
water, descending with prodigioaa 
velocity through a natural and tdmoat 
vertiaal conduit in the rook, mecta 
with an obstaele whieh, giving it a 
sudden check, oausea it to gush for- 
ward and upnaid, thus fonuii^ a 
psrabtdie arch of nngular beautj^ 
especially at tbe asaaoa, or under dv> 
eumslances of abundant water, A 
t^ort day only Is neoessary for this 

Thi Fltgin. -~ This pinnt of view 
of HoBt Blanc is itiat which is most 
generally attained by ladies, because 
it may be aooontplidied on mule* Qie 
whole way, and it is one of the finest 
in the valley. It was from the Croix 
de la Fl^re that Mr. Burlbrd took 
bis psDoramic viaw of Mont Blaiu^ 
lately eihib^ted in Leicester Square; 
Tbe point attained lies exactly oppo- 
site the Glacier du Bras, or Mer de 
Glace ; and .from no pwnt are the 
remarkable group of Aiguilles, wbidi 
surround the Aiguille Verte, bo fiorfy 
seen. The Monlanvert is visited for 
the sake of its proximity to tha Ha 
de Glace ; tbe Flegtee, to enjoy a 
view of Mont Blanc with its attend. 
aiuabjoctB. From Chamouny to the 
Fleg^ ia an eicaraion which rei 
quires onl? % hours. Tbe road that 
leads to it lies up the vdtoy, to the 
hamlet of la Prii, where it tuma off 
to the left towards tbe Aiguille de Cha< 
lanods, one of the Aiguilles Rouges^ 
where a steep path oommences, whicli 
leads up to Ae pasturage of Pra de 
Viola. Thence s good hour is reiieired 
to attain the Croii de Fleg^ which 
commands a view of tbe whole rang^ 
from the Col de Salme to the furthest 
glacier that, below Cbamanny, atreamt 
into the valley, whiidi lies in a great 
part of its exteol in delUioua rquaa 
beneath tbe observe. 

Within two minutes' walk of the 
Cross is tbe Chikt o! Fl^^ vhildl 
affbcds shelter in u ' 
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ensure a sale of 
The hdght of Cbe Croix de Flegi 
is about 3500 feet abore tbe vallsy. 
^ If the traireller be prened finr time, 
Mid ean only visit one of the >pots of 
inlereit around ChamouDy, il.abauld 
be the MoutaiiTert ; if two, fliis &nd 
the Flcgeie ; tbe tbinl ihould ha the 

Breven. — Thia eicunion reqtiirea 
Btb hoots ftom Chamouny to the 
summit of the Breven ; it ia fatii^uiDg 
and difficult far Udies, yet maoy go 
there ; for if Ihey can beat tbe fktii^e, 
their .guid<A eithei aioid daoKar, or 
protect tbem wheneiposed to it ; and 
t\ia confidence which the names of 
Bslmat, Coutet,Taiire^ DarouBssoui, 
aad othets, inspire, is so great, that 
t)ie adventurous dame who begins 
with tbe Fleg^rs, often ends with tbe 
Jardin or tbe Breren. 

It ia fiitiguing, however, to reach 
■tiK Breven and descend in one d&y, 
^Mnit 1 2 hours ; for this reason, many 
gta io the evening to the chalets of 
Flanpra, or Pliampn. the path to 
which ties behind Che obureh of Cha- 
mouny, and leads directly towards 
tbe base of the Breven. 
. This mountain and the Aiguilles 
Rouges form the BOtth-wescem boun- 
dary of tbe vale of Cbamouay, ikesdy 
throughout its eitent. It is strikingly 
dislinguished, bo*ever, from its naigh- 
bour, by its ridge being unbroken, and 
even rounded, though it offers on the 
side of Chamouny a vast line of pre- 
Qipices, apparently inaccessible. 
. About one third of the ascent to 
1^e Breven may be Bccomplished on 
a mule j another third will attain the 
chalets of Plaopra, where there ia a 
glorious tiew of Mont Blanc aod the 
valley of ChamoUDy. In Ibia mid 
spot the meadows and pasturB(eB are 
beautiful. . 

Above Flanpra, ulher a htiguing 
path may be token, wbioh is out in 



the locks, ca: one that leads dinoU> 
up- the pasturages, vbicb, when Aty, 
are very slippery) it is a ehouwaf 
labour and difficulty without Dtiu% 
diliereDce : many patches of snow anf 
passed, and it is not naeommon td 
obserra the red fliugus npon it, such 
aa Captain Parry nirtieed in Iha U^ 
latitudes of his northern voyages. At 
the end of on hour from Planpia, 
the path reaches the base of a steep 
roi^ which it is necessary to climbs 
by a sort of open chimney abiMit 
50 feet high. To clamber up thii 
perpendicular gulley ii ose of tbe 
feats of which travellers boast ; those, 
however, who do not value the glo^ 
it covfers, or will not set it ■g«^nrt 
Iha risk, go on half a mile, wid find 
aoonveBient path by which thia.pid- 
eipitmis took can be surmouDtadi 
Above it the path lies up a gaatlt 
slope, nrather fatiguing not du^cl- 
ous, to tbe summit of tbe Brevent 
this has an elevation of about 8500 
English Icet above the level of the 
sea, ST SOOOabove Chamouny, yet not 
more than two fifths of tbe height of 
Mont Bkna above the valley. Tbis 
elevation, however, offers the finest 
viewofthewholemsssof Mont Blase 

can be seen. The vale of Cham^uiur 
alone eeparatea them, aai this pioiu 
mity is so great that every pe^ |uid 
glaoier, and even crevices in tbe glar 
ciers, can be distingui^ed ; every 
pastutage and chalet in that band on 
the mouDtain side which lies abov^ 
the pine forests and below the etaroal 

When adventurous travellers ascend 
Mont Blauo, numerous victors crowd 
Breven to watch their progress. 
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village to the summit, and, with a good 
glass, every step they take may be ol>- 
served. Frcon the Buet, SOOO feet 
higher, there is a more extended hori- 
zon, but the Breven conceals all tbe 
lower belts of Moot Blanc, and as die 
Buet is double tbe distance tram tbe 
peak of tile " Monarch," he is not «o 
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gnnd, u iIm liew of the entile range 
fiom the CdI de Balme to the Col de 
VoM, br the ctoh on one, uid the 
paTilicm on tbe other, may be seen 
fiiom tbe Braveu. 

l%e retiim to ChsmouDy iDi; be 
varied by pssung on tht weatem aide 
of tbe Bre«en, above the lalley of 
DioBi, neu- to ■ liMle lake, Iben de- 
Mending by the chSleti of CalaTeinn, 
tovaida the village of Coupeau. a patb 
iBsdi down to lea Oucbe^ in the val- 
1^ of CbBmouny, and thence lip the 
T^ley t9 the priory. 

Sourctafthe Anertm. — Thii effluent 
of the Arre issues from below the 
Taolt of ice with which the Glacier du 
Boisjand the Uerde Glace tenninalea. 
It is a delightful walk of an hour, 
along the plun of the Talley, erosnng 
beautiful meadows, and a little forest. 
The road to the Col de Balme, and 
up the valley, a left at let Prit, where 
that to the source of the Arreron, 
turns off to the right, and passes the 
bamlet of Boii. The vault of ice 
varies greatly in ditTerent seasons, and 
the author, at different times, has le- 
utarked a change of from 30 to lOO 
feet of height in the arch. It may be 
entered, but this is dangerous, and 
Bome have suBbred for their temerity. 
Hie guides generally prohibit en- 
trance, but many walk thus ftr with. 
out their aid, and their ftJly has no 
restraint Tbe danger is, that blocks 
of ice may detach themselves from the 
Vault. In 1797 three persons were 
crushed. One, a son trf M, Maiitz of 
Geneva, perished ; bis &ther ini 
cousin escaped with broken legs. 
Tbe scenery around the soui 
very grand, the deep blackness of the 
depth of vault, the bright and beaud- 
fiil azure where the lif^t is transmitted 
thmugbtheice. The enormous rock i 
rought down by the glacier from lh( 
mountains above, here tumble over. 
and are deposited in the bed of thi 
Arve. Here, too, the dark forest, anc 
the broken trunks of pines, add to thi 
' wild idiaracter of the scene. 



Tbeadvaoce and recession of the gl>. 
ciers seem to depend upon]the seasons. 
If it be iHit, the ground melts the su- 
perincumbent ice, and the glacier ad. 
ranees, and a wet season by depositing 
a greater quantity of snow, increases 
its weight and force. Sometimes the 
difierence is manir hundreds of feet. 
It is not more than thirty years sinec 
it reached the forest c^ pines, now 
paned through in approaching to it* 

A path, steep and difficult, brings 
tbe visitor from the Montanvert, down 
through tbe forest to the source of the 
Arveron, of which many wbo are ao- 
tive and strong avail themselres, and 
thus return to Chamouny. 

3A« \Chaptn is easier of accesa 
than the Montanvert. Ilisoneofthe 
points of new on tbe Mer de Glaoe, 
the side furthest from Chanunmjr : 
liom it the Aiguilles of Cfaannoiv 
and Ic Blati^re are seen immediately 
under Ikloot Blanc, widi the vale of 
Chamouny, tbe Breven, and other 
and interestiog objects ; but Its 
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mityt. 



the Mer de Glace, i^ere the 
begins to break into pyramids and 
oMisgbst of ice ; and here av^onches 
are ftequently seen, where these top- 
pling masses &11 over with frigbtfiil 
effect. Captain Sberwill thus de. 
scribes the Chapeau : — "I should 
advise travellers wbo have not seen 

and the Chapeau on the some day, 
which may be done either in going 
to or returning from the latter : this 
plan is lar more preferable, and much 
less btiguing, than to descend to the 
source by tbe path of La Filia, niU' 
ally lecomrnended by guides on quit' 
ting the Montanvert, Snd whioh is 
very inoonvenient to ladies, tbe mouil' 
tain being extremely rugged, and the- 
descent so rapid that mules never gcr 
that way. 

** A visit to the Chapeau may be 
accomplished ^ther on fbot or witb 
the mules; if you go direct to it. you 
I must continue along tbe valley as Ar 
1 as the village of Les Tines ; and. 
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lu picturesque 

light hand that leads to the Mattered 
hamlet oTLsTOiclid, contiaue dirough 
this latter by a good mule path be. 
ride tbe glacier, until you erriTe at 
the foot of die asc^it to tiie Chapeau. 
Here it U neoeanir to Icstb your 
mules in care of a boy, while the 
guide conducts you to a csTem, 
above irbicb vt the grass mouDil pro- 
perly called the Chapeau : strangers 
in general are laliified with a vieit 

perfectly unique^ aod very astonish- 
ing. 

" Onyour return from tbe Chapeau, 
you deaoend by tbe same path as far 
as Les Tines, fioia wbeuce there i* a 
road on the left that leads lo the 
hamlet of Les Bois, situated at the 
source of the Aneron. This excur- 
sion may be accomplished in about 
Eye hours, and will prove one of the 
most agreeable and least! Gitiguiug of 
those that surround ChamouDy. 

" Pedestrians who feel themselves 
capable of undertaking difficult passes 
may, on quitting the Chapeau, coD' 
tinuc to ascend by the «de of the 
Mer de Glace, and arrive oppoute to 
tbe hut on the MontanverC ; but to 
aocomplish this there is a very dan- 
gerous rock to pass, known by the 
guides by the name of ' Li Mavvaii 
Pm. ' I took with me two guides, 
Joseph Coutet and the Giant, as he 
JB c^ed ; and having arrived oppo- 
site the MoDUnvert, we traversed 
the Mer de Glace. This is danger- 
ous ; Init the traveller will Eiave a &r 
better idea of the grandeur of this 
frozen ocean than by merely visiting 
a few of its waves from tbe usual 
point near ■ La Pierre des Anglais,' 
so termed at the ascent of Dr. Po- 
cocke and Mr. Wyndham in 1741. 

" In (he month of July, when the 
weather permits, a large quantity of 
heifbrs are driven from Chamouny, 
each attended by its owner, to the 
hut on Montanvert, fbr the purpose 
of being conducted across the Mer de 



Olace, to pan tbrar summer of tiiree 
mouths on the slapss of tbe moon- 
tains that are near the Aiguille Dru. 
Before they are lannefaeil upon the 
sea of ice, a number of peasants pre- 
cede them with hatcheta and other 
tools, in order to level sueb places as 
are thus tendered leas dangerous, 
although acoidsits generally attend 
" ' I transit. At certain interv at 
1 are stationed to point out the 
! of march ; the operation, which 
Litres several hours, and is truly 
:uresque to witness, ia worthy the 
^tion of the stranger, ifbe should 
be at Chamouny at the lime : it is 
' ' id cf fke or holiday, for men- 
m, and children, attend the pro- 
in, passing the whole day on the 
itun in the fiiU en joyment of this 
extraordinary and , Herculean task. 
One man remains on the opposite 
side of tbe Met de GJsce, ai guardian 
to the herd, that wander about in 
seardi of the rich but scanty pasture* 
of tboae untenanted mountains. He 
curies with him sufficient bread and 
ebeese to last one month, which is r^ 
oewedat the expiration of that period, 

ested in his well-doing, and is the 
contribution of all those whose heifers 
are under his core. He is allowed one 
cow, which furnishes him with milk : 
knitting ia his chief employ, and thus 
he passes his time of expatriation in 
making stockings and contemplating 
the wonders of nature that surround 
him during three months of the year." 
Tht aicaU of Mont BlaiK is at- 
tempted by few ; of these, the reeords 
are to be found at Chamouny. When 
Saiuauie ascended to make experi- 
ments at that height, the motive was 
a worthy <Hie ; but those who are im- 
pelled by curiosity alone, are not jus- 
tified in risking the lives of the guideit 
The pay tempts these poor fellows to 
encounter the danger, but their saffefy, 
devoted as they are to their employers, 
ia risked for a poor consideration. Itis 
no excuse thatthe employer thinks his 
own life worthless i here he ought to 
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tbinlt of tlw wfetf of atheist yet 
Hucely a iCBMni pUHs vitbout lliaat- 
tospt- Oos Englisbimn we»t to the 
■UDunit, mJy to wy that he had bean 
thwe. For long boToie the aniYBllbB 
gwiilei west cectain that nU visw vould 
In abut out by cIoiiiIb ; yet he wot, 
Wui now boMts that he did it, in half 
ao hour lew Chaa it baa bean done by 
any other iciainbler. 

One of Iboae who latdy aueeeeded 
ia «t«ning the •ammiHraa the Comle 
At Tilly, IbefintFienohmaowho bad 
bMD there ; his pamphlet, giTing an 
aooount of it, published at Geueia ia 
1835, 19 one of tha most ridicolauBly 
HaMiHuI accounts ever read. ..In 1SS8, 
bowenr, a Frenoh lady reached the 
■amwiit. A Mademoitelle Dangeville, 
Wboreachedtbetop in 1 840, cboee to 
kaep her guides distinct fiam those of 
■DOtber party tbataioendedon theeanis 
day, diadaioisg to be indebWd to the 
aid irbiah the gallantry of the other 
patty might have ofiered. When on 
tbe summit, she ordered her guidts to 
lift her aa high u they could, that die 
alight, boast of having been higher 
t^an^yotherperWinlnEuiape.. This 
was saotive enough for all the luelesi 
labour and btlgue, to a Frenob- 

When Messrs. Fellows and Hawes 
wvit up in 1837 tbey took a course 
to the left of tba Raabes Rouges, and 
tbis has greatly lessened tbe duign 
of the ascent by avmding the most 
dangerous part of it. All who have 
■ucoeeded baxe advised no ooe to 
attempt it i tbey admit, boworer, 
when again in safety, that the btiffiie 
and danger was in&nitely exceeded 
by the gratifioation. 
. The eiciteoient of sleeping out in 
the mountain is part of the inlaieat 
of the adventure. This may, bewei«r, 
be enjoyed by going to the Gnndt 
MuMt, an eioursioQ in which there 
b little danger, and sleepiDg there i 
choo^i^ a moonlight night and fine 
wcathoT to enjr^ the eitensive view, 
tbe bright sky, and the tbuoders of 
ttdUng aTalanghes. . Or, another ex- 



ounuen nlay b* matle to' wjey- m 
night out, by oioaMag into EiedmoRt, 
oier the Col de G^ent. Tbis wlva>- 
tiue lequiies three or Sump, guides. 
It was performed in theyear 1 833 by 
two Englwh ladies, Mrs. and Mim 
Camj^bell, who, with dgkt guido* 
suited at raid-day, August lSti\, 
dept out. one ndght an the mousiain, 
and descended the next d^ to Cov- 
mayeur. Sausmre remaiaed oat 
many sueceaaive nights and days en- 
gaged in eiperimeDls en tbe Col dc 
G^ant ; and during the prDhibilwa 
qE English goods by Buonapotte. thie 
was a common path' for smngglen^ 
who crossed, it Aom Switmland to 
Italy laden with British mucins. 



There are two roads wbieh lead 
from Chamouny to Martigiiy ; one 
by the Tete Noire, the other by Uw 
Col de Balme. Tiavellera are oOen 
perplexed wbif^ to choose of those 
two psaaea. The general aceoery .(tf 
tbe TJte Noire is supeiior ; but (faa 
Col de Balme baa OM bk» whicb &r 
auipaasei any. in the Tete Noire, . 

" Those vho cannot spare S^ addi> 
tkmal houn for tbe .journey should 
proceed trom Cbamounyto Ihettqi of 
the Col de Balme and mjoy Ibe nett 
(B. ]1T.)< then Btcke off into rUi« 
Vid Oiaine serosa tbe jiastuMS and 
through tbe foreala, dropping dowB 
upon the village of Val Or^iie. Al>. 
though no path is marked for the 
fiiat part of the w^, this detour majy 
be made on faorB^>ack, and is wall 
worth the trouble, oombining as it 
does tbe besutiea of die. (wo passea of 
the ,Tele Noire and Col de Balme. 
Hiis course was taken by the writer 
in IB3T, and when it becomes knows 
be has little doubt that a path will JM 
made from the chatet on the Col- de 
Balme."— Ed. 
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Tbe nftita to the ViJ Oniiae and 
Tete Noiie lies up the ntle ctf Qm- 
III(HID7, b; La .Prii, •irbere tlw patb 
ta tbe ArveiuD divides ; ttiCQee tbe 
main route of the vaUejr continues to 
the chapel and hsoilet ot Tina .- -here 
ttia valley auroirs, aud the rood as- 
cends ste«pl; on the banlu of the 
Ana, 'opposite to tbe bales of tbe 
Aiguilles Eoi^ea, to HimepasturiigM, 
sad ttw bsmlet of Ln IiU>, befMid, 
die Arre ia crosaed, and the vill^ of 
Arg^iti^re ia left od the right baud j 
this ia tbe third and highest pariidi in 
the valley, and is two lesgtie* Aova 
the priory ; here tbe magnifieept gla- 
cier of Argeotieie is seen streaming 
down frem between tbe Aiguiilea 
d'Argentiere and .du Tour. 

Sooa after paa^ng Argeutiire tbe 
mwl tuinsto tbe nortb, leariog tbe 
path to the hAmlet of Je TiHir,.aod 
the Col dc Balme on tbe right. The 
path rises rapidly to the miserahlc 
bnmlet of Trelefan, passing vbat is 
called the Montets by a sterile gorge, 
^eague from Argenti^ 
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lunedi 



side t^e difie 
ent courses, that through Cbamouoy 
. to the Arre, and thattovarda Maltlgny 
to the Rhone. 

A little beyond the crest, a savage 
tud sterile valley opens to the left, 
through which the £bu Noirei (he 
^rrent of the Val Orui;e, deaceqds ; 
«Dd . on looking up this valleyi the 
snows of tbe lofty Buet .lying be- 
bind the Aiguilles Rouges, are .seen. 
After pasung the hamlet of Couterue, 
the toad descends i^iidly to Val 
Oisine, the chief village of tbe valley. 
Its church having been more than 
muse swept away, a Wrong rampart 
of masonry and earth has been 
raised to defend it from similar oata- 

- Below Val Orsipe, the valley nar- 
loira to a gorge, abounding in season, 
with wild fruits : through it, the tor. 
rent forces its way iulo the more open 
valley below, acquiring in its course 
&eeh force, from tbe contributions of 



■uDlerous wnler&Us and stteams wbi^ 
descend Jrom tbe glaciers above. , 

Id this gorge, a sort of barrietmjrks 
the frontier of Savoy — it is utUxlj 
useless as a defence : soon after the 

and. some pleasant meadows cootnul 
with the generally savage ehaneta 
of the deep *alU^. 

Considerable improienuats within 
a.ftw years have token place in this 
rmile, on the side, of SwitzerlaDd; 
Farnierly a iearful path led from, the 
depths of tbe valley by a zigzag course, 
over loose and dangerous al<q>es to gaio 
tbe Tete Noire, up what was weO 
known by the cbanicteristio name of 
the Malpss; now instead of ducenid, 
ing into tbe valley, to rise agwn, th« 
toad b carried over the mouotun sida, 
and at one place a gallery is pierced 
through a nwk, in a situation of sin- 
gulat gnndeur, where it overhangs 
preeipitoualy (he dark valley beneath. 

Tlij* improvement, which removes 
all danger from the pass, has not been 
eitended to the ude of Savoy : the 
government of Sardinia aeoDods □■> 
efibrtsofimprovemeot thus spiritedly 
begun by^its neighbours. On the 
contrary, the steep and rocky path 
left like st^is, is only practicable ibr 
mules — and for tbeaa in many place! 
difficult ; and it is to be ht^ed. that 
the time is not dijtaiit when a good 
char toad will lead into tbe valley 
of Chunouny &Dm Martigny. The 
latest improvement is an extension ot 
the road, on the part oT the Vallais 
as far as lo the frontier of Savoy, by 
cuttings, and the construction of ter- 
races, on the side of the valley of tbe 
£au Noire, by which the violent un- 
dulations of the old road are avoided. 
In a wild part of the ravine tbe nes 
road passes under and quite out of 
sight of an overhanging rock, which 
bests tbe name of tbe Rodiede Bahnsi 
an inscription contuns some canqdii 
mcnts to X.ady Guildford, wbiohj 
having beeu nearly obliterated, baa 
been restored, with mistakes, " too 
entioD," but very amo*. 
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'mg. The Ouild&iid atone lin off 
new road, to the right. 

A little beyond the galltny, tbei 
a houw e^ed H. de 1b Cou~<"— 



ia foul 



halting place between Cha- 

■nd Mar^gn;, where shelter 

itber may be had, and a 



e(dd traielleT. Near tbii apot the 
nnd tuma abruptly into iiie dark 
foroat <£ Trient, paaung round the 
biov of a tnountUD covered with duk 
fomts : thia brow is caUed the TSte 
Noire, tieyond which the nmd through 
the forest oonlinuei ibr half an hour. 
In the depthi below the foreit, the 
torrent of the Trient U heard forcing 
iti way into the £bu Noire, which it 
Joiua before their rtreamG bll into the 
Bhone. 

On leaving the forest, the valley of 
TVient openi, and in about hi houni 
after his departure from Chamouny 
the tiBveller reaches the little autwg« 
in the hamlet, where he may rest 
and refresh. Here a new room has 
been built as a taUt a maTtgtr, but 
the dormitory ia wretched ; it must, 
however, be worse before weatiueaa 
retiises even luch occommodatioQ. 

The little valley of Trient ia deeply 
seated amidst pine forests, the d(- 
brii of the surrounding mountain!, 
and the fearfol precipices from which 
these have been detached. In the 
plain of the valley some barley ia 
grown, and the meadows are luiu. 

A little way beyond the hamlet, 
the torrent which descends from the 
(Racier of the Trient is crossed, and 
ateep path leads up through the fares . 
which clothes the mountain side of 
the Forclal : little more than half 
an hour is required for this ascenL 
On the way, another part or harrier 
is passed : it is left in a well which 
doses the passage between the moun- 
tain and the precipice. Near it are 
the rains of aredoubt : this b another 
specimen of playingal soldiers among 
the Vallusans. On the right apsth 
iapaased, which, in crossing the valley 



from the Forclai to tbe Col de Balme, 
■voids the hamlet of Trient The 
traveller who is ea route from the 
Pordaz to the Great St. Bernard, and 
does not wish to pass by St. Brsn- 
cbier may, if a pedestrian, go from the 
Fordai direct to Orai^rea by the 
pretty lac de Champa. 

From tbe Col de Fordst the de. 
scent is by fine pasturages, and two 
hours are required to reach Martigny ; 
the view of the valley of tbe Rhone 
seen in the descent from Martigny 
to the Sl Golhard is one of tfaa 
most celebrated in the Alps. The 
path ia much sheltered by pines and 
beeches, and lower in the valley by 
the pear and apple trees : in tbe 
naghbourhood of these are numer- 
ous cottages, and many are passed 
before the path folk into tbe route 
that [eads from Hartigny to tbe Great 
St. Bernard, and the valley of the 
Drance. (Route 106.) 



time from the Vallaia, for tbe sake of 
■he lirst Impresnon which the view 
of Moot BloDC makes upon tfaem 
when seen from the Col de Balme ; but 
see p. 3SE. 

On leaving Martigny, the route 
over the Forciaz (Route lle.)>* ^^ 
passed ; but, in descending to the vaU 
ley of Trient, a path to the left lead« 
towards the glainer of Trient and the 
dark forest, up through which lies 
the ascent to the Col de Balme. 

Deep in the valley on the right, tbe 
hamlet of Trient li^ in repose amidst 
Ita beautiful meadows ; and before 
and above tbe traveller, on the oppo- 
site aide of the volley, are the precU 
pices of the Aiguille, from which 
poor Escber de Berg fell in 1791. 
when, in defiance of tbe advice of hia 
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guide, lie tried aorae fbed-builj feat, 
■nd pud his Ufa for tbe attempt 

Tbe patb through the forest oT the 
Forolex, at length emergei higher up 
the T>11e; of Trient, thin where it wu 
droned iiain the Tete Noire; uid tbe 
tnTeller has to pias over the detritus 
of winter loirents, which murt be 
crossed before the forest tb&t leads up 
to the Col deBaJme is entered. Tbe 
path through it is eicesiiTely steep 
and fittiguing, often intercepted bf 
tbe entangled nwta of the pioai, which 
form stsfia two or three ftet in height, 
and it is a tutiject of wonder how 
mulei get up or down such pieces. 
At length, after climbing about an 
hour and a half up the nbotintain aide, 
and through the forest, the traveller 
emerges upon the pagturages and 
cbilels of Herbogerei. Ahore these, 
the aicent is gradual to the summit, 
where ona of tbe Jinetl (cenes in tbe 
world bursts upon the trareller. 
Itfont Blanc, from hia summit, to hi* 
base in the vale of CbBmoun7, lies 
lilce a model before him, surrounded 
by the Aiguilles of La Tour, L'Ar- 
genti^re, Vertc, de Dru, Charmoi, 
Midi, &c. , &c. ; and each divided by 
enonnoua glaners, which as tbey 
stream into the valley clothe tbe steep 
coarae of their descent. How glori- 
ous is the " Monarch," thus seen, 
attended by all bis peaks like guards. 
Below, the eye sweeps its course en- 
tirely through the vale of Chamouny, 
to the Col de Voso. at its other ex- 
tremity. On therig^t, tbe Aigmlles 
Rouges are the nearest : beyond these 
boundiDK the valley. " " 

■nd behind it is n 
which BUpporta the 
the Buel. It is a magnificent scene 
to dwell upon, and those who do not 
arrive at Chomouny by the Col de 
Balme, ought to make an excursioD 
livm tbe Aieurl, expressly to eojciy 
this DHit glorious view. 

There is a bouae of refuge on ^ie 
Col de Balme, where shelter and re- 
freahment, with eioellent wine may 
be bad, aod 5 or G tolerable beds are 
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ready to receive travellers overtaken 
bj.nom. 

On the descent, the source of the 
Arve is passed, at least tbe highest of 
its spriugs; the path lies down over 
Gne pasturages, and by tbe chalets 
of Charamillan, to the hamlet of La 
Tour, where cultivation, though 
scanty, is reached, and barley, oats, 
and flax are raised. On tbe banks 
of tbe torrent may be observed heaps 
of blackish slaty lubbish, which is 
brought down by the torrents, and 
cot^uUy preserved by the inbabllants 
in small heaps. The traveller will 
be pleased with the sagacity of the 
peasants when be learns that this 
black slaty earth is scattered over the 
snow with which the fields are eo- 
vered in (he spring to accelerate its 
melting, which it really effects sevend 
weeks before it would otherwise dis- 
appear. This ia owing to the warmth 
absorbed by the black earth ^m tbe 
sun 's raya. — a beautiiiil and philosophi- 
cal process which the inhabitants ap- 
pear to bate long known and used ; for 
Saussure mentions it as an old prac- 
tice. About a mile below La Tour, 
the path blls into tbe road to Cho- 
mouny (torn the T£te Noire (Route 
116.). The time from Martigny to 
Chamouny, by the Col de Balme, is 
nine hours. To go in one day from 
Chamouny to Trient, by the Tete 
Noire, and return by the Col de 
Balm^ requiies IS or 13 hours. 
When this is intended, to gain time 
it is desirable to take a cbsr ss far aa 
Argenti^re, the road being good 
enough to go over it with great 
despatch &om Chamouny. 

ROUTE 118. 

COKHATIDB, IT 1BK 



(Two or three Days.) 
In leaving Chamouny the road lies 
down the valley to Ouches, where it 
s the route to Servoi on tbe. 
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tight baod, and ptoewd*' b; the haio- 
let of FouUf. A little b^nd thia, 
•nother p*tli, whieh on the rigbt 
Inda by th* mounttin of Vaudagne 
and tbe ForcUi of St. Gemui, it 
avoided, and odg ii taken tliat leada 
op EhTongb a fbreit of lacchei, and bf 
a iteep zigiag courae to the chilets. 
From the Coi de Voaai where apavilion 
haa been placed, there is a Gna view 
of the Talley of Cimmouaj, Hoot 
Blaog, &c., which eiteods to tbe Col 
de Bakue. 

From tbe Col, a Tery ateep path 
leads down by Bome toilets towArda 
the deep courae of tha lorrent that 
■anet from the glacier of Bion. 
nuui, which lies before Uie travdler, 
and preaents amidat it* tocha and 
aaowB ■ moat aaiBge aapeet Without 
going far up, it i< difficult to fbrd 
thia torrant ; but baviag croaaed it, 
aome cottagea are paasad at tbe head 
Of the forest tbat olothet the mouu- 
taint which bound the easten aide of 
tile Val Mont-Joie, into which the 
path nov deSDendg. On the oppoaite 
ttde of the Talley is aeen the baan- 
tihiUy atualed village of St^ Nicolaa 
de Veras, oD its fine terrace om the 
mountain aide, and backed by tbe 
Taat mountain of Hermancei tha 
Dorlheni buttress of tbe Alotit JolL 

The route to the Tillage Bionnay 
in the Val Hont-Jaie, leads too br 
Aowu t^e ralley. Much distance is 
saved to those who would ascend it, 
by taking a path to the left, which 
through I« Chaiupel and other ham- 
lets, over well ouitivated fields, and 
by rich meadows, in tbe valley, leads 
to ContasdHes, a large vill^^e beau- 
tifully situated : it has a handsome 
church, thoug)\ this is scarcely re- 
malleable iii Fauclgny, where it is 
generally tbe pride of the village. 
. Tbe view of the Talley proentedto 
the traveller in descending ln>m Bioi- 
nassey to ContamineSjeitends along its 
vrhole length, seen up to_the peaks of 
tile Bon*h(Mnme. 

At Conikmines there is a tolerable 
■"■i and a large new soa is now 



building (I8S9) i but if Ibe UAitUtt 
wish to reash Cormayeur tbe nait 
day, it is desirable that be should go 
OD to Nant Bounut, iriiere be inil 
now fiod tolerable resting i]uartenv 
and atart tbeuce early on tbe fidlov- 

Iha paasage from ChaiwiUDy ta 
Cormayeur is easily made in thtBe 
days. The treTelleis may go oa the 
first after IS o'clock from Chamoitny 
la Contamines, the fallowing day from 
Contamines to Chapuk or the Hameatt 
de Motet, the third to Cotnoayeuci 
It is, however, very often done tn twoi 
days by going to Chapiu or Motat 
tbe first day, ai often, too, by ""^'"11 
the second tbe long day, atarUng 
Iroai Hant Boursnt, and readiing 
Cormayeui. 

From Contamines the view of tha 
Vol Mout-Joie is very fine. One ^ 
its finest ieaturea is tbe beaatifbl 
Mont Joli, the bases of whieb, m tha 
right, bound the vaUey. Below Con- 
taminas, the valley deaoeuds to thai 
of .the Arve, near the baths of SL 
GeiVais; this lower part of the Vd 
Mont-Joie is very pleasing; powng 
througb tba Tillages of Bionnay and 
St Oerrais, the Utter is fiady sitiw 
at«d ; the deaeent to the batba ta veryr 
abrupt ; the distance from tiie batiia 
of St. Gervus to Nant Bouant is 3^ 
hours, and from Chamonny to tlw 
latter place, T hours. 

On leaving Coutanunes, which lies 
on rather high ground above tha 
river Bourant, which flows tbroi^;!] 
tbe Val Mont-Joie, the path, aftat 
paaaing another ^village, detcenda aad 
OToases the torroit to the handet oC 
Ponteti above this, the valley nan 
rowB until it end in the little ehtireib 
village of Notra Dame de la Go^^ 
most singularly situaMd in a deep 
dall whi^ lies at tbe foot of Moat 
JtdL Up the TSTine the . oDOTBa aa 
impractic^Ie, as it termioatas in a 
oataract of the Bourant. 

At Notre Dome de la Oo*^, Xtmf 
is a^ on the 15th of Augoat wbioB 
is attooded by htmdreds H [■■"r"*' 
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and others, who corae from the oeigh. 
bouHng Tillages to attenil mus: a 
■art of £>ir is held, and, the leeae la 
Tflrr aninuted- 

Close to the eburch a ff ooden hridge 
eroue* the torrent, and a yer; ste^ 
uul rudely paved path leads directly 
up the inouataui side and through a 
forest : the dentided ^e of the gra- 
mts on the path, and the large atones 
vhtch GU up the interfticea, make 
this a difficult road Lbr mules,, and a 
fiuiguing one to men. It leads to 
the ch^ets and pasturages of Nant 
Bourant, vhere the torrent is ctonaeA 
by a iKone bridge ; the gulf through 
irhioh it rusbes has a fearful depth, 
and a little way iown, below the 
bridge, the vater blls into a still 
blacker aod deeper ravine, fonning 
die Nant at cataract of the fiouraot ; 
i^ is difflcutt even Irom above- to get 
a view of its furious descent. 
. At the chalets of Nant Bourant a 
tolerably eonvcoient place for sleep- 
ing has, within a few years, been 
erected, and this is the heat place to 
rest at, when a succeeding long day's 

AboTB the chalet* the valley is very 
narrow, the road paasiog through the 
ibren, which btdls and clothes the 
base of the Moot Joli ; at length it 
waters upon the pasturages, which are 
rich, though Bcautj from the quantity 
of stones and rocks that abound i 
after rising abixit the d&nit which 
hare &lleu from the mountains, the 
path winds up to the ch&leta of Mont- 
Joie, where the traveller usually rests 
and obuuns the letreshment of a 
draught of milk. Between Nant Bou- 
lant and these chilets, huge masses 
•f glaciers extend down the crues on 
the south-western flanks of Mont 
Blanc I but imiitediately above the 
chalela is the vast glacier of Trelau- 
lai. This, and the tdadc Tocks which 
support it on one tide of the vallef, 
and the precipices and dibrit over 
which there ii a pais to the valley of 
Haute Lace on the other, almoit 
indole these chal«t* ai in. a dsap 
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valley is closed 
by the Bon-homoie ; and, on looking' 
back, the whole length of the Val 
Uoot-Joie is seen bounded by the 
peaks of (he Varens above St. Mbf- 

From the chUets of Mont- Joie, the 
path leads up a st««p acclivity which 
overbangs Ae depths of the vaHey : 
its appearance is appalling, as ihe tra- 
veller looks davn from his mule, Mid 
sees hia foot overhanging the slope 
beyond the path. As the mountwn 
is Bicended, . it becmnes more and 
more sterile ^ the pine does not grow^ 
sohighasthech^etsofMont-Joie.atid' 
on the next terrace above the cbUetS^i 
on the Plan des Dames tbe thododen-' 
dron is the largest ihrub that flou-' 
rishes. On tiie Plan there is a cun'y 
. 3 heap of stones, which has ei' 
iatad irom time immerooriaL Tra-^ 
dition says, that a great lady with. her 
suite peridied here in a ilorm, aad 
gave name to the fatal spot ; every: 
guide adds a stone to the cairn, and 
requests tbe traiveller to do so fhmL 
some feeling of awe associated with it 

Fiom the Plan, das Dames, the. 
path leads up herbless slopes and 
over some patches of snow, to readi 
what, from .below, seems to b« thti 
col. On tbe lefl, wild and abrupt 
precipices rise : and two of the pencil 
rocks there, hear the name of tbe Bod> 
homme and the Femtmt de Bon-lnmiu. 

The cr^, however, which lica cdoar 
to these pinnacles is that cd' the C^' 
de la Oaitche, across which a palli 
lies that leads down to Mazime de 
Beaufort, and the wbtde course of the 
valle; of Beaufort to the Bourg ia aeeii 
before and below the traveller. Oil' 
looking back, toi^ the valley of Moob. 
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ghtrious aeencs rf Alpine valleys, with 
thfl thousand peaks which crest the 
ehaijis of mountains that divide tham,- 
ofter displays of A^o scenery no- 
where surpassed. 

The path of the Col de Bon-bonune 
turns on. the left front the Col da 
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Oauebe, behind On pionaelea of rock, 
■nd eilcnda bj a Ioqw, >mmpy, potli- 
hm dope to tbe col, dittanl an hour 
from the Col de Gaucbe. Tbe height 
oT the Col de Bonhomme exceeds 
eOCX) Engliih feet ebore the level of 
the sea : from it, the beiutifiil nmun- 
tun of the Chaffe-Quarre, in tbe Val 
leite (Route 113.), ii finely wen. 
Tbe travdler ii loon coDvineed here, 
bow euy it would be in fog or snow 
drift to loae his way. A good guide 
i* felt to be neoeuary, for though he 
may reach the Col de Gauche hy the 
poets whioh indicate the path ; the 
diractioa be should take, where the 
route* divide, it ia difficult to decide 
upon, and the unguided stranger may 
wander into courses of difficulty and 
danger before he ia aware of either. 

From the Col two eounei branch 
off*; three even aie mentioned by the 

doots by a wild lofty and difficult 
path to Motet, a middle course, one 
■uely followed, leads to the Hameau 
da Glaeier, and that on the right 
whieb leads down in two hours to 
the ohidets of Chapiu over a broken 
swampy ground; and fimn Chatuu In 
three hours, tbe traveller can reach 
Bourg St. Maurice, in the Tarentuse, 
by tbe valley of Bounavat. 
. It requires 4 or 5 hours to go from 
Kant Bounint to Chapiu. The state 
of tbe weather makes an important 
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should never be undertaken but i 
weather, or with a good prospect of it. 
On the I3th of September, 1H3D, two 
English gentlemen peiiihed in a snow 
itorm whilst orowng it — tbe Rev. 
Blefaard Brakut and Augustus Camp' 
bell, the former at the age of 30, the 
latter SO j they were on their way 
from Chapiu. 

At Chapiu some of the chalets are 
fitted up in a rude way to receive tra- 
vellers who may be disposed to come 
here and deep, thus diviiUng'ibe Jour- 
ney to Cormayeur; one of these has 
la^y been much improved, and dig- 
idfied with a sign, Le Soleil. From 



Cbapiu a path leads in two hours up 
by the stream of the Versoi (which 
desoends through BoddsviI) to tbe 
Hantaan de Glacier, so'called from its 
promiiity to one d the glaciers of 
Mont Blanc, and half a league fur- 
ther, to the chalets of Motet. Tbia 
miserable spot divides with Cbapiu 
the honour of entertaining travellers. 
Those wbo reach Motet direct, crosa 
the Clme du Fours, to which the 
path on tbe left, oo tbe Col de Bon- 
homme, leads an hour sooner than by 
the ditaxr to Chapiu, but tbe road 
rises 1000 feet higher, and the descent 
is much more btiguing -, the accom. 
modations, too, at Motet, are much 
worse thao those at Chapiu : it iB« 
however, generally taken, for the sake 
of gaining time by those who go to 
Cormayeur from Nant Bourant in 
one day. The Hameau de Glacier i% 
perhaps, a better place to rest in for 

there ia no choice of comfort. 

Tbe pasturages of Motet belong to 
tbe people of the Tarentaise, and are 
genraally occupied by a &mily Crom 
St. Maurice. 

The steep path which winda up 
tbe mountain ude to the Col de 1* 
S^gne is in many places dangerous 
from ^e softness of tJie soil over 
whicb the path passes, and tbe nar- 
rowness of tbe pstb, carried as it is 
along the steep slope ; so steep, that in 
some places die bottom of the valley 
cannot be distinguished immediately 
below. 

The author of " Excimions in the 
Alps" meolians his passage of this 
col to Cormayeur, from Oumauny, 
and gives a vivid picture of the danger 
real or pretended ; we shall quote bim 

" From these chalets tbe ascent to 
the Col de la Seigne is very steep and 
fatiguing ; and in one place the idea 
of danger wss stronKly excited by 
our guide, who lay on bis bsek to- 
wards the mountain slope, where a 
vei7 narrow path skirted a predpic^ 
and held out coats until tbe mulct 
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were bejond tbe point of danger. 
Tbe pA^ vu slippery, Irom the wot 
and loose slste of which it wu com- 

pilling, and, I think, nniwcesaaiy ; 
though we ceitaJDly could not see Uie 
bottom of tbe ToUey immediately 
beneath us aa we paued this spot 

" After ascending about an hour and 
a hair fiom Motet, we attained the 
if tbe Cot de U Seigne, about 
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extraordinary magnific 
1U. We looked upon Mont Blanc, 
and along the course of the Talteya 
vhich divide Piedmont from the Val- 
lais, and extend nearly 30 miles on the 

through the Alice Blanche, tliB Val 
Veui, and the Val d'Entreies, to the 
Col de Ferret. Two immense pyra- 
mids of ruj^ed rock .rear trom the 
valley their scathed heads, and appear 
like guards to the " monarch of 
mountain*;" beyond and below tbem 
lay the little lake of Combal, whence 
issues one of the sources of the Doira 
Balteai and dom the sides of Mont 

of tbe All^ Blanche and the Miage ; 
whilst the distant peaks whicb oTer- 
hang the western side of this long 
valley or Titlleys (tor diOerent por- 
tions of it, from the Col de la Seigne 
to the Col de Ferret, bear dilltrent 
Dimea) give a peiniliai'ly gi 
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these the Giaat and the Gi 
taase are distinguished. The eastern 
aide of the valley ia fiirmed by the 
Cramont, and a range of mountuns 
which extend to the Col de Ferret, 
and terminate the visU in Mont Velan 
and the masses which surround the 
pass of tbe Great 81. Bernard. The 
(ummit of Mont Blanc was occasion- 
.ally enveloped in clouds, and the 
changes which these produced upon 
tbe scene were often strikingly beau- 
tlAil. Most travellers, whose eipect- 
ftttons have been formed upon tbe 
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Mont Blanc is one vast precipie^ 
fVom the summit down to the All^ 
Blanche ! it , is certainly much more 
abrupt than towards tbe vale of Cha- 
mouny ; but no such anticipation 
will be realised in the magnificent 
view from tbe Col de la Seigne. 

" From this col, leading aemss the 
great chain of the Alp^ we began 
our descent over some beds of perpe- 
tual snow, which, lying on fl>e 
nortbem side of the path, remain un- 
melted. . Though sleep, these are 

or three inches and giie firmness to 
the step. Scarcely any melting takes 
place on the suriare of the snow, un- 
less where the soil has been washed 
over, or fallen so as to cover it. Ge- 
nerally, the snow melts below, in con- 
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luj^ to rush on. Cantion is gene- 
rally necessary near tbe edges of these 
beds of snow, where it is thin, lest 
the trsveller should sink through, 
perhaps two or tbres feet. After a 
tedious descent to the first pasturage, 
at the base of the two immense pyra- 
mids which Ibrmed so striking a fea- 
ture ^m the summit, we sat down 
upon the short and soft grass of tbe 
pasturage of the chUets of tbe All£e 
Blanche, to rest the mules and our. 
selves, and took refreshment, which 
we had brought with ns. The lifb 
and spirit of such eujoyment as this 
is only known to Alpine travellers. 
The sward around us was enamelled 
with beautiful flowers ; of these, tbe 
broad patches of the deep blue gen- 
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the Alpine ranunculus, and a hundred 
other varieties, embellished the place 
where we rested % being surrounded 
by. and in the immediate vicinity of, 
tbe loftiest mountains in Europe. 

" Soon alter leaving this delightl\il 
spot, we skirted the little lake of 
Combal by a very narrow and dan- 
gcrmis path. The mule on which 
my tnend rode attempted, in order to 
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exhitnt hU obstinacy or his courage, 
to turn upon tbia nurov way ; but 
there not being sufficient room, his 

Uil orerhung the vater, whilst lus 
jbre-feel were resting iu a nearly erect 
posture against the rocks which bor- 
dered the Lake : a blow from Michael 
was the only appUues that be re- 
ceived for his feat, and he then wisely 
and aafrly resumed bis route. After 
pasung the lake at the lower extre- 
mity acToaa an embankment of Rreat 
thickneaa and strength, the path de- 
■cenda on tbe left side of the torrent, 
which struggles with horrid Tiolence 
in continued cataracts down the ra- 
Tine for several miles, particularly 
where, in passing by the glacier of 
Miage, our route lay amidst rocks 
^d stones, the dfbni of the moun- 
tain, brought down by the glacier, of 
which it concealed the base andsides. 
The ice being covered by the etonea 
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guide, and descended hi 
We w«re occupied nearly two hou 
in passing this moraine, as the guid 
bare call these terminations of t 
glacios. Sometimes we. were at t 
water's edge, at others on a pathtt 
lidge, some hnndreds c€ feet abo 
the Doire, walking ov«r loose stoni 
and these rendered less secure by the 
jiumerous streams which, GiUing &om 
.the heights above us, crossed our 
path to increase the torrent foaming 
beneath- At length we escaped &oni 
this fatiguing part of our route, and 
entered the beautiAil meadows of the 
Val Veni, which are separalcd from 
the Val d'Entruves by b high ridge 
that skirts the fbrest of St. Micolaa. 
There are no chalets in the Val Veni, 
but several granges, in which thi 
great qnantitiei 0( hay made in tht 
-meadows and slopes of this valley are 

" The forest of Sunt Nicolas, 
'^vhich we traversed on 
. Cormayeur. is opposite 
twisive buildings at the foot of the 
. Glacier de Bieuva : these were for- 



merly occupied by miners, who pre- 
pared the lead aud cc^per ores raised 
near this place : but tbe expeoaei 
haviug eieeeded the prints, tfaeae 
buildinga are now ^Uii^ to decay. 
Across the valley we saw tbe beauU- 
liil glacier of Breava 
through the enormous larches e 
pines of the foreat, presenting to us a 
deservedly esteemed one of the 
in the Alps. We now rapidly 
descended by a narrow road which 
tearfully OTcrhangs the lower range of 
tbe glacier of the Brenva, whose aides 

and rocks of great magnitude. Tbe . 
torrent which we bad seen rushing 
through the valley passed beneath the 
glacier, and reappeared increased by 
a stream, which issued from an arch 
at the termination of the glacier, like 
that of the Arreron in tbe vale rf 
Chamouny, 

In tba valley below ns lay tbe vil- 
lage of Eotretes ; and towering high 
above it, on our left, were the Gtant 
and its pass. The road improved as 
■we approached Cormayeur; and we 
soou got into quarters at the Albergo 
dell> Angela. (Koute 107.) The 
time required from Nant Bouront 
to Connayeur by the shortest course^ 
that over the Col de Foura to Motet, 
is 1 2 hours ; aud from Nant Bourant 
to Bourg St. Maurice by Cbapiu, 
7 hours ; these journeys by the Bon. 
homme. Fours, and Seigne, may all 
be aecoroplisbed on muies ; but thia 
mode of travelling merely saves far. 
tigue wiOiout gaining time, for aa tbe 
guides walk, the traveller only ad- 
vaoces at the guides' pace. 
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and tbtt'of tbe Ii^ in'the Tacen- 

The road which has been made for 
ImpToreil to Meg^o rises directly up 
tbe Bteep side of one of the slopes o 
Mont ForoD, to the village of Com- 
blou, about an bout's ascent. Ita 
gaj spire is seen from tbe road to 
Chamoun^f near Pass^, and also from 
the valley of Maglans io approaching 
to it. From Comblon tbere is a most 
beautiful prospect, well worthy the 
travellei's walk from Sallencbes or 
St. Martin's, It eommanda the valley 
of Maglaas on one side, and the 
Tarens. and the upper valley of the 
Arve on the other. The Aiguilles de 
Varenariae in great grandeur directly 
en fac» of the spectator, and on the 
right of the upper Arve, all the peaks 
and glaciers of Mont Blanc, and its 
extreme summit, are as diitinctly 
seen aa in a model. Few spots for 
such proqiecta can vie with the vil- 
lage of Comblou. 

Alitlle beyond Comblon the highest 
part of tbe road to Meg^ve is paWd : 
thence to the latter bourg, (be dis- 
tance is a league, over a road nearly 
level. Here are two miserable inns. 
From ' M^^ve a road leads to the 
Sas Sion, a col which divides theval. 
ley of Haute Luce from the valley of 
the Arlj, and leads by tbe shortest 
course to Besulbrt 

From Meg(>ve, the road descends 
the valley of the Arly in two hours 
to Flumet, a little town of Upper 
Faucigny, contwning about 1000 in- 
JiabitantB. Here, on a rock, are tbe 
ruins of a cliitesu, in which the first 
bUOD of Fancigny resided. 

Flomet is seated near the confluence 
of the Flonand the Arly: tbe former 
rivH' desceods fl'om the hamlet of 
Gietti, by which a path traverses the 
Col des Aravis and tbe Grand Bo- 
rand lo Bonneville. 

Below Flumet the road is only 
ptac^cable for mules ; it is exces- 
sively hilly and wild. The valley of 
the Arly is a gorge, deeply seated ( 
and bean tbe name of the Combe of 



Savcoe. In two hours from Flomel^ 
it leads to Herj, a village situated in 
a most agreeable spot, surtounded by 
high mountains covered with pins 

Below Heri, the path, in many 
places cut out in tbe mountain side, 

overhangs the deep bed of tbe Arly, 
and alternate spots of savageness atid 
beauty are found throughout this val- 
ley. Its riobness in walnut trees is 
celebrated, and tlie oil which tbe nuts 
furnish isan important article of ooul- 

Ugine Is a large Ill-built town, coik- 
talning 9000 inhabitauts, famous tor 
its fairs of cattle and mules. To tbe 
north of the town, on a eteep lime- 
stone rock, there are the remains of 
a lofty square tower, flanked by otfaer 
towers, which defended a cbiteau at- 
tacked In the 9th century by the Sara- 
cens. The cbaleau was destroyed in 
the 13th century by Humbert firtf 
dauphin of Vienna; It is situated on 
the right bank of tbe Arly, and lies in 
tberoad now opened between Faverges 
and Annecy,^ — -a road which will be 
noticed under Route 120. 

From Ugine an excellent carriage 
Toad continues down tbe Arly to 
I'HopitsI Cooflans, through a deep 
and rich valley. Before arriving at 
THopIta], one sees on tbe other side 
of the Ariy the valley of Beaofbrli 
where the Doron, which flows through 
it, bUs into the Arly. The valley 
of tbe Doron leads by a mountain- 
ous iQuIc road, in about 1 hours, to 
Maxime de Beaufbrt, a town famous 
also for ita cattle fairs. Tbe inhabitr 
licb aiid independent, from 



tbeii 



e,baa* 



cattle : their pasturages ore the most 
valuable in Upper Savoy. Beaufbtt 
commuuicateB with M^vc by the 
valley of Hsute Luce and the pais 
Sion, by the hesd of its valley with 
the CcJ ^e Bon-Hoimue, and by the 
valley of Roaelen and the Col d'AU£e 
with tbe valley of Bonnaval (Route 
lis.) in tbe Tarentiuse. 

Beaufbit is one of those r«tired 
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qioti in the Alps, whence the Inbabit- 

ployment in fbieign counlriei. S 
penodica]]^ retura, content with 
gaios ; oihen realise great wi 
and remain to die vhere tlief obtained 
it. AmoDg these are remembered 
M. Viallet, a great planter in St. Do. 
mingo, vhose fortune before the revo- 
lutioo waa valued at a million and 
half franca; M. ComUya rich banker 
of Paris ; Bouchage, a banker of 
TouIouk; Fane, a celebrated silk 
merchant of Lyons ; and Jean Mol- 
lie, vho died about 1780, and left to 
hia descendants the enormous sum of, 
it is said, 400 millioas of francs. 

At present Beaufort is one of the 
moBt independent comTniinities in 
Savoy. They were permitted by 
Charles Emmanuel, duke of Savoy, 
to free themselves from feudal rents 
by purchase; and in 1773 they paid 
to M. Villecardel de Fleury, marquis 
of Beaufort, 100,000 froncB for their 
emancipation. The old families of 
Beaufort in England and France hod 
their ori^n here. 

Near Beaufort, on a hill at the 
entrance to the volley of Haute Luce, 
are the finely situated ruini of the 
chSleau de la Salle. This chateau 
received Henry IV. and his courtiers 
in October 1600: the pranks played 
there by tliem furnished some scan- 
dalous traditions. 

VHSpUal and Confiant are divided 
only bytheArly; the former being 
situated on its right bank, the Utter 
on the rocky slopes above it on the 
other side. 

Conflans is an andent little town, 
with about 1 300 inhabitants. It was 
fbrmerly surrounded by strong walk 
and defended by two very strong forts. 
It resisted the troops of Francis J. in 
the war of 153fi, when it was partly 
burnt, and its two forts demolished, 
A little below Conflans, near the 
banks of the river, there ia a royal 
■melting, house and fbundry, where 
the silver from the ore raised in some 
mines in the ueighbourhood is re- 



duced : It is seldom worked, and tlw 
Fondirie Sih/bU is a worthless ap- 
pendage to Conflans. 

L'Hipital, with its wide streets and 

clean appearance, is one of the nicest 
little towns in Savoy ; it has about 
1500 inhabitants, and lying in the 
high toad, by which communication 
ia held with Ugiue, Annecy, and 
Sallenches, with Chsmberry, and with 
Moutiers Tarentoise, it has, since 
the establishment of good roads, been 
duly increasing in importance. A 
diligence by Favetges to Annecy, and 
another between Moutlersand Chiin- 
berry, which passes through P Hop ital, 
have been established. The little 
town contuns excellent inns, and that 
held by the tr^res Geny is not sur. 
passed in comfort by the iims at 
Chamouny. It ia absurdly enougil 
attempted to change the name of this 
little town to Albtrl FilU, in com. 
pliment to the reigning sovereign. 

ROUTE 120. 



10^ P03TES. 

A diligence goes every day &om 
Geneva to Cfaamberry, but on alternate 
days by two diStrent routes — one 
by Annecy, the other by Rumilly. 

On leaving Geneva, the road, com- 
mon to both as tkr as 

Ij St. Jylxen, passes through the 
Plain Palua, crosses the Arr^ and 
conlinties through Carouge and the 
richly cultivated plain of the Arve^ 
until it rises to the villageof St. Julien, 
□n the frontier of Savoy, where the 



Here the road continues to ascend 
a long hill to the Mont Sion, a ridge 
which runs nearly at right angles 
with the Mont Saleve. From its 
height, about 3300 feet above the 
level of the sea, the views of the 
Lake of Geneva, the Juis:, and the 
deep valley of the Rhone flowing into 
France, form a fine panorama. 



Route 120. — Cruseillet — Annecy. 
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It ia m plenung drive, but (bere is 
noUimg remaikable in the sceneTy. 
Its couTBc IB generally high, though it 
undulates until it rises to 

2 OrvteiUei, a little town pos- 
BCBBing 1300 inhsbitants, the ruins of 
an old castle, and a dirty inn ; oppo- 
site to vhicb one of those crosses Efi 
placed, 50 common vitbin the arch- 
bisliopric of Ctiamberry, which in- 
vites every body, under a promise ol 
40 days' indulgence, to say an ave 
and a paler and make a genufle 



and the fine 



)l-off 



igaiQs 



: The ; 



Kriptlon on this, in bad French, is 

de Solle, avaque de Charabery et da 
Geneve, aocorde 40 jours indulgences 
a lous gens qui feront un acte decon- 

davant cette croii crussoles, le 23 
Aout, 1810." 

From Cruseille* the road to An- 
necy rapidly descends to cross the 
stream of the Usses in a deep defile, 
which can only be traversed by a 
considerable detour up the deep 
valley to rise on the other side to a 
level with the road from Cruseilles. 
A lofty bridge, built of brick, once 
crossed this ravine, about half-way 
down the valley. This has long been 
impassable, except to the fool-hardy 

have been safely passed in a char. 
The Sardinian government, however, 
lately decided upon throwing ao iron 
wire suspension bridge over this ra- 
vine, to carry the road directly across, 
and continue the route by the sborteet 
connoiion : this has just been accom- 
plished. The Icngtb and height of 
the road on the bridge are each about 
500 feet. It is called the Pont de 
la CaiOe, and was opened in Sept. 
1839. 

It isapleasingdriveby the villages 
of Aloniier, Caval, Pringy, and Metz, 
through a hilly country, often pre- 
senting line points of view ; at 
length it crosses the Mont des Bornes, 
and descends a hill side which over- 
looks the plain and lake of Aanecy, 



ontain scenery which 
Burrounos ii. There is a singular 
beauty in the views thus presented, 
and ■ charm in the approach to 
Annecy which is likely lo be bng 
remembered. At the Pont de Brogny 
the river Fier, which fells into the 
Rhone at Siessel, is crossed, and in 
half an hour the traveller fiiidB him- 
self at 

S\ ^MMfy. Inhabitants about 
6000. Inns tolerable; the best is 
the HSte! de Genive. This city is 
in ■ beautiful situation at the ex. 
tremity of a great pl^n, and on the 



anecy .a 
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arcades, and there is an air of re- 
specUble antiquity about it — though 
this, the ancient capital of the ducliy 
of Geneva, is only the modem town. 
In the ISth centary it was known as 
AaneciacHm notara, to distinguish it 
from Anmciacum vetm, which fin-, 
mcriy existed on the slopes of the 
beautifiil hill of Annecy -le-vieuic. 
Numerous medals of the Roman 
emperors of the two first centuries of 
the Chiistion era have been found 
here, and inscriptions, sepulchres, 
urns, and fragments of statues, and 
of a temple atlest the presence of this 
people. It rests upon little more 

to some bewildered antiquarians, as 
Dirda or Dignitia ,■ no monument, 
or MS,, authorises one or the other. 

The earliest mention of Annecy is 
by the emperor Lothaire, who gave 
it, under (he name of Annesiacum, 
to his wife, Tietberge, as proved by a 



mngd 



nary 1 



In the 12tb century, the present 
Annecy was distinguished from An- 
necy. le-vieui, by William I. Comte 
of the Genevais. When the house 
of Geneva became eitinct, Annecy 
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IS Vlli. duke of Savoy, gave 
lany privileges, and enabled 
eElsbliib flai-spinning works, 

cipal mamiracturc. In 1630, the 

and destroyed or cilspcrsed the wort- 
naen. Victor Anmdeus I., afterwards 
established here four Bilk mills; these 
royed by fire during the 

alent disputes 






»ar of 1691. 
In 1724, d 



sistencefor the population of the aty, 
when its numerous convents were «up- 
preased. It has not i>ubstituted in- 
dustry and Lndependeuee fi>r idleness 
and beggary. 

There are many objects of interest 

— ihe ancient chateau, flie residence 
of Gcnevois-Ncinours — the old Bi- 
sliop^a palace — the Cathedral, vlth its 
sanctuary, where are deposited the 
relics of Saint Francis de Sales, and 
the Mere (Salnle) Chsptal : scandal 
has been busy with their names. The 
translation of the relics of the former 
was made on the SSth of May 1S06, 
ly ; the fcrilawing 



te Jean 



■ran9oi« 






iry of ihe JiTC oTTin of CoIUh, fa- 
lils day, and citcnsLve worts for 
I, reaping books, and cutlery; 

whose history has been so long asso- 

The linen blcacheries established in 
16S0. which have always sustained a 
high reputation, are siiil flourishing. 
]&ncouraged hy Napoleon, when Savoy 
was under the French government, 
M. Dopoil, now the Baron Duport 
of Turin, established here the first 
cotton works; these still flourish. 
He subsequently established tbose 
at Font in Val d'Orea. (Route 
111.) 

Even now the mauufactures of 
Annecyare not all enumerated ; there 
are others of black glass — of sul- 
phuric acid, of print^ cottons, &c., 
and in the neighbourhood, a tine vein 
of coal is worked, at Entreverne, — 
and at the village of Crana there are 
oil, com, and fulling mills on the 
Fier, and mills for the manufacture 



with equal solemnity. 

" The tender friendship that long 
subsisted between St. Francis de Sales 
and La Mere Chantal, has given to 
their memory, and relics, with pioua 

to that eicited by the remains of 
Abclard and EloLse. 

" St. Francis de Sales was de- 
scended Irom the noble lamlly of de 
Sales in Savoy ; he was bom in 1567, 
bavii^ deioted himself to the cbureh, 
and evinced great zeal and eloquence 
in its defence. Hewas ordained prince 
and bishop of Geneva, by Pope Cle- 
nt VIII., for the popes assumed 
right to confer these titles long 
after the Beformed religion had been 
established at Geneva. Annecy be- 
ing made the bishop's seat when the 
Genevese cipelled the chapter from 
their city, St. Francis de Sales died 
at Lyons in 1622, and was buried at 
Annecy. His canonisation took 
nlace in 16S5 : hut before that erent 
were so highly valued by 
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ght new channels for 
their Industry — they found this t6 
be necessary in order to procure sub- 



the 

was taken by the French in 1630, one 
of the sii articles of capitulation sti- 
pulated that the body of the vaoer- 
able Francis de Sales should never 
be removed from the city." — Bake- 
KtWi Tow in tht Tarmtaite. 

At|the lower eitremity of Ihe lalie 
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and tbe lake are fine. The level of 
.the tske U about 1 400 feet abo>E tbM 
<tf IbesflSi it abounds in fine fishj 
among those least known to travellei-s 
ate the lotle, and a fish peculiar to 
this lake, the vairim. 

A good road carried along the south- 
vest shores of tbe lake leads to 
Faverges. About two thirds of the 
distance is the Chateau Duing, placed 
on ■ neck of land wliich runs out 
into the lake — here many strangers 
-Dome to board and lodge during the 
MiniRier, and enjoy the most detlght- 
fiil excuniont in its ileticious neigh- 
bourhood. 

The best way to get to the ChS- 
teau Duiog ts by the lake : a boat 
may be hired for a few francs, and a 
boatman la row there. In a-scending 
the lake, an opening in the lofty 
mountains which bound its uorth- 
eastern side, discloses the Chateau of 
Menthon, on the delicious slopes 
of a recess: here St. Bernard, the 
" Apostle of the Alps," was born, 
and the place of his nativity, inde- 
peulent of Lta local beauty, cannot liiil 
to interest the traveller. (RoutolOS.) 

A road leads up by Menthon, and 

Talley of Tbones, one of tbe most re- 
tired, and un&equented by strangera, 
in Savoy. It may be visited in going 
bora Annecy to Bonneville, on the 
rood to Chamoiuiy, for a road leads 
there in 8 hours thi^ugh Thones and 
Entiemnont, an excursion oITering 
much beautiful scenery, and very 
little known. Opposite the Chateau 
Suing, is Talloires. the birthplace 
of the celebrated chemist Berthollet. 

From the Chgteau Duing,thc road 
to Favergea continues up the valley 
of Eau Morte about three miles ; it 
is so nearly level, thai the plain of 
the valley is often inundated. 

Fanerget has a population of about 
aOOO, it is beautifully situated amidst 
wooded slopes and 



tablished there, manufactories of cu^ 
lery, and tanneries; and since the 
completion of the road by Ugine 
into the Tarentaise it is daily im- 
proving. Its old castte is fiitely 
situated. 

A slight elevation divides the 
head of the valley of the Eau Motte 
firom that of the stream of Monthoui, 
which runs into the Arly at Ugine 
(KoutellB.) The valley of Mou- 

lesque. There is, however, s much 
shorter way than by Ugine to l'H4- 
pital Conflans ) two hours may be 
gained by going there over the moun- 
tains by the Col de Tamie. 

If the traveller have lime, a short 
excursion may be made from Annecy 
to Aonecy-le-Vieui i where, on the 
inner and southern angle of the 
tower, will be found the following 



The establishment at Cran of the 
hydraulic mschinesfor tbe drainage of 
the lake, are also deserving of a visiL 

From Annecy to Aii there Is 
nothing remarkable. The road passes 
through the villages of Vieugy and 
Balmont to 

ij .AAy. a village containing about 
BOO inhabitants. It is situated on 
the ChJTon, and one of the most 
remarkable objecU between Annecy 
and Ail is its fine stone bridge — a 
single arch of great height and span, 
which is thrown across the Chiron, at 
Alby. This village was more import- 
ant formerly when the Corotea of Gle- 
neva surrounded it with a wall and 
castles, of which some traces exist, 



whicb wen buitt on bath sides of the 
Tivei-to defend the pu»Bge of the ^at 
\ej. Beyond Albj the route is with. 
out pnrtiBuIar interest, eicept nt 

1 JIbeiH, a tillage of 1000 inba- 
blunts, where coins of Claudiiin, An. 
bHiiniu, Gallienus, and other emperar 
have been found. Beyond Albcn' 
the ro«l loon descend^ nnd overlook: 
the pUin of Aii, where that town 
the lake of Bourget, and the basin o 
Chamberry, bounded by the Mom 
do Chat, the Mont d'Aii, the Mon( 
Grenler, present a scene of singulai 

U Ail h. Bain: Inn, HAtel de 
la Foste, beautifully situated, wit 
large gardenq; the wine of Mom 
meillanl is good. There are nu 
merous boarding-hounes ; the lie; 
are those of M. Guillaud nnd th 
Hotel Venal,a very comfortable hous 
in a good fituation. Charges, dinnei 
4iT. ; breskRist I^fr. : baths in th 
house at I ft. 20 c. ; douches 1 j fr. 

This walering-place was known t 
the Roman) under the name of Aqut 
Gratiana;, and it is still resorted to oi 
ral springs, and of 
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retty Lac de Bourget. 
2000 inhabitants! in itself it hEis little 
to Teeammend it, and little or nothing 
has been done to promote the accom- 
modation or amusement of strangers. 
It contains several Roman i(r«ains, 
a JViumpial ^riA, it) a debased Doric 
style, pri^ably of the ad or 4th cen- 
tury, raised by T. Pompeius Cam- 
panus, a portion of an Ionic TrmjAt of 
Diana or Venus, and a Vnpour ." ' 
lined with bricks and marble, 
hypncBust, and pipes for the wate 
a tolerably perfect state. 

Its Mineral Spriitgt are warm 
sulphureous j they hare a lempen 
irarying between 100'' and II 7° I 
The Atuv, Spring (incorrecllj 
called, as it eoniains no alum) l 



-Aixle» Bains 

from benestb an antique arch ; it is 
partly employed in dnuching horses. 

The Stiiphur Spring a eiceedingly 
copious ; it is drunk at the source, 

ment of the digestive organs. These 
waters, however, are chiefly employed 
for baths, and above all Ibr douche 
baths. A handsome bath-house has 
been built by a former king of 8ar- 

the hot water is introduced in streams, 
which descend Iram a height of eight 
or ten feet upon the patient. After 
undergoing the douching process, 
which consists in having the vrater 
applied to various parts of the body, 
while they are, at the same time, sub- 
jected to brislt friction by the hands 
of two attendants, the patient is 
wrapped up, dripping wet, in a 
blanket, earned home in a sedan- 
chair, and put into a warm bed. A 
brisk perspiration succeeds. 

Balls are given twice n week during 
the season in the room at the Cniitno, 
where there is also a reading-room. 
Gaming is prohibited. 

A ponioo of the time not occupied 
in the haihing process, may be agree- 
ably employed in rides and walks in 
the nei-thlwurhoDd. whose varied and . 
beautiful scenery cannot fail to afford 
pleasure and amusement. The fa- 
vourite eicursion is lo Jfente Conbt 
on the opposite or north-west shore of 
the I^c de Bourget (Borghetto). 
lonastery, beaulifiilly situated 
by the side ofthe lake, and at the foot 
of the Mont du Chat, was founded in 
1125. Its Gothic chapels were the 
burial-places of the princes oF Sa- 
voy, canons of Citcaui, &c. Among 
(hem was an archbishop of Can- 
terbury, Son of Count Thomas of 
. who died in 1 270. The build- 
is pillaged and desecrated at lh« 
ti revolution; the cofljns were 
1 and rifled, and the monumenls, 
igs, and stained glass destroyed. 
, however, restored by Charles 
king of Kirdinio, as nearly al 
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ta original condition ; the 
nmiDs nave been renoraCed, the walls 
painted afreafa, and the irindows replen- 
ished with Bohemian glass. About 
half a mile behind the abbey is an in- 
termittent spring, called Fontaine dit 
mrvailki. 

The west shore of the lake consists 
of a (all precipice of limestone, rising 
almost perpendicularly from the water's 
edge, and extending from HauteCombe 
to the cutle of Bordeau. One of 
the medications of Lamartine, that 
entitled " Le Lae," was inspired by 
the Bceneiyof thisspot. Behind Bor- 



Mont 



1 Cbat, 



1 probable 



of Hannibal; the old Homan r 
baa been recently replaced by a I 
oausewa)', skilfully conducted in i 



e Combe, and then 
the little village of 



•a\lL by 



Bordeai 

the Mont du Chat ; and afte 
the chapel and fountain, 
agreeable by-paths along ihi 
which atlrt the south side of the lake, 
and descend by the great road from 
the Mont du Chat. The boats are 
ill built and worse appointed, re- 
quiring three men. The trip will 
cost about 8 or 9 frs. 

Steamers now ply on the lalte of 
Bouiget, pBSaing daily between Cham- 
berry and Ail on the lake, and Lyons 
by the Upper Rhone during the 

inleiest on the lake, and in the navi- 
gation of the very tortuous canal 
which carries the waters of the lake 
into the river Rlione where the ap- 
pearance of a steamer, large enough 
to carry 300 people,^ winding about 
like a vast animal in the meadows, is 
sufficiently strange. 

The length of the entire voyage 
dacending is only at>out9 hours; but 
a long, and vexatious delay takes place 
at the douanea both of Savoy and 
France, which makes it from 2 to 



S4l 

3 hours more. The ascent of tha 
RbiHie ftom Lyons is very tedious 
requiring 22 hours ; the scenery is 
not generally remarkable, but there 
are aome points both striking and ei. 
citing ; the moat remarkable of these 
is at (he Saul du RhoBt, where the 

between vast overhanging rocks, 
those on the side of France surrounded 
by the garrison of Pierre Chatel in a 

this narrow channel the water rushes 
in fury amidst vast rocks, and presents 
a fearfid navigation, but the pilota 
with great skill pass in safety, and 
immediately below the greatest point 
of danger, shoot beneath a litidge of 
iron wire that connects the frontiers 



navigation in the ascent is to work 
the steamer up the rapid in this ra- 
vine. Sec HaHnaooc for Fkakci. 

At the south eitremily of the lake 
was the castle of Bourget, the re«- 
dence of the ancient counts of Savoy, 
down to the time of Amadeus V. or 
the Great, who was born in it in 1349. 
He sent Sx the painter Giorgio di 
Aqnila, a pupil of Giotto, lo deco- 
rate its interior j and some ftagmeata 
of fresco, now nearly eifeced, in ■ 
cabinet formed in the thickness of the 
wall of one of the towers, are probably 
a part of his work. 

The route from Aii, is very beau- 
tiful as it passes below the finely 
wooded slopes of the Mont d'Aii 
and Dent de Nivolet, its undulationa 
often presenting views of the lake <^ 
Bourget and the Cue range of tbe 
Mont du Chat. The approach to 

2 CaaUBEBHr (Route 137.) is 
highly picturesque, and offera some 
beautiful views. 

ROUTE 121. 

There ia so little lo interest the. 
traveller in this route, that it is gene- 
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rjly BToided by strangeri, who prdet 
going b<r Anuecy, tboogh it is a little 
fuTlher round. 

From St. Julien, the point at which 
the route by Annecy tepatalea from 
tbat by Rumilly. the latter takes a 

Rhone ; it rises osei the ridge of the 
Mount Sion, but, at a place 1300 leet 
lower UiBU the point of passage to 
Annecy. Hence it descends into the 
bMUtll'ul Utde 'alley of the Cases, at 
4 FroHffy, a neat little 



irer the precipice before the eye* 
of faer fiieodB. 

1^ AiK les Bains, p. S4a 
S CuAMMBBT, p. 35S. 
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medals, and 

The road rises steeply from the 
vnle of the Usses, and is carried over a 
cbuntiy where the valley of the Rhone 
□an be traced, which is, at one point, 
o^ly a few miles irom Seissel; there 
it takes a coarse, up, and high «bove 
the niigj of the Chinm, aiiiT^resenla 

over this talley. This is the most 
p^uresque part of the toule. 
-. 3 Jiwiiil^. Here the Charon, near 
its confluence with tlie Elpha, is 
nosicd' In every village along this 
iQUle, Rotiun coins and medals have 
been found. At Rumilly, these »nd 
other relics have heeD dug out. The 
IDitiquityof Rumilly, \ff«nt7/iaciDn, is 
high ; it lay in the principal road 

knowii of its early history ; and of 
later, traeea of aBre or a plague alone 
ibark the progress of time in the his- 
tory of most of the Savoyard towns of 
tlus class. It has now a {wpulation 
rfnearly 4000 inhabitants. 



From Run 
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Cbautagne, where the ullage of Bloye 
is situated. At Albens the road by 
Rumilly and Annecy from Geneva 



TITil COHPLAHS, UOUTIEKS, TIOHES, 

AfonlQUiJIdH, 2 posts. ( Route LB7. ) 
Here Che routes to the Mont Ceois 
and tlie Vai Isere divide: the fbrmer 
crosses the Isere to oiter the valley 
of the Arc at Aiguebelle, and con- 
tinue in it to Lanslebouig ; the latter 
ascends nearly up to the head of the 
Va) Is^re, and, after crossing the Cai 
d'lseran, descends by the valley of the 
Arc to Lanalebourg. 

This is a post road to I'Hdpital, 
the distance bnog 4} pasta. The 
first post station from MontmeiUui' 
is Gresay, Sj posta. Thence to I'Hi- 
pital, 13. 

Montmeillan ia left, after having 
ascended through its steep streets Mr 
where two roads branch off: one, na 
the left, leads to Abi ; the other, on the 
right, proceeds along the """"'-'" 
side, on the right bank <rf the Ii^, to 

St. Pitm dAlbigng, a neat Uttle 
town, with a good Idil There is no. 
thing worthy of notice before reaching- 
St. Pierre. The Isere Sows throu^ 
a portion only of its broad winter bed, 
leaving the blanched stones to mock 
iU extent at tbat seaton. Tha 
slopes around Montm^Uan and St. 
Pierre are celebraled for the wine 
they produce. 

A little beyond St Pierre is ■ fia« 
feature in the scenery of the -vallej, 
the Chateau de Miotans. It is built 
on a mass of rock jutting out «f the 
mountain ude in ■ most commanding 
situation. The ascent ia.gradual tti 
the platform, which oo the top of At 
rock is ExteitBve enough for the oaatle. 
Its elevation is about 800 or 900 foet 
above the IsSre, commanding extok- 
a«e views up and down the Talley, 
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■nd acrou into the tbUc; oT the Arc ; 
ibr it IB nearly opposite to the con- 
fluraice of the Arc and the Is^re. 

" The old towers of the Chateau de 
Miolans atetliHng inacces»b1e pce- 
inpi<:eB, four oi live timcB their height. 
The look out upon the beautifuJ 
' ] Ihe ralley below, 



vhich i 






poor prisoners within (for this was 
Ae slate prison of Savoy) have created 
a desire for liberty, and at the same 

sttainmenl. 

" Tbe ofaateau origiaally belonged 
to one of tlie most ancient fomilies in 
Savoyi distinguished as eariy as the 
Dintb century. Between that period 
and the niteeoth, many of the barons 
of Micdans ware celebrated as soldiers, 
and other memberB of the family were 
<Utinent in tbe cburoh, as bishops 
of the Maurimne; but the male line 
besoming ex^nct in 1533, the chitcau 
•itm bought by Charles III., duke of 
Savoy, and converted into a stale 
ptiacHi, wLieh continued to be its ap- 
propriation un^l the events of the 
French revolution united Savoy to 
f ranoe, when the cutle of Miolai 



thence through the villain of Dressy, 
and the hamk-ts of St. Vial and Fmn- 
teney to I'HSpital Conflans (orf Put- 
licanaiY -(.Route 119.) 

At rHapili#ttle Arly i 



valley of tl 

guished as the Tarentaise. IHe 
journey to Moutiers, distant about 16 
English miles, is through a pictu- 
resque valley. The rood lies on the 
right banli of tbe Isere, through ■ 
succession of bcautifiil scenes. Tbe 
direction of the valley in ascending 
from Montmeinan to Conflans ia 
N. E., hut from Conflans to Moutiers 
it is a little east of south. 

Above Conflans the valley is mueb 
narrower ; the lower ranges of the 
mountains are more richly wooded, 
the valley ti ' ' 



often se 



Them 



,s of chate& 
I julo 



a Aim 



mtled. However 
'e been as a prison, as a mi- 
ion, at least lince the use of 
I must have been defenceless. 

id the antiquary ; rank veeda 



i bear 



a ohlivii 



n upon them by 
tbe Kildier in the. guard-room, and 
die captive in his cell. Where for- 
merly tbe sigbs of the poor wretch 
does pierced the walls of the dungeon, 
blasts of wind bave no* passed 
trough a thousand rents, and whis- 
tled tbe requiem of feudal tyranny." 
—JmirtaltofimA^nt Traodltr. 
'■ A path on the northern side of tbe 
lAad lead) down tbrough Che meadows 
uid vineyanis to tbe village of Fra- 
terire in the rood beyond Miolans ; 



the rich backgrounds of fbrcst trees. - 
The first village that is passed ia 
La Batie ( Oblim«m), and the oeiE 
of any importance is Roche- Cavins, 
which is about halfway between 
Conflans and Moutiers. About lO 
miles from Conflans, near the hamlet 
of Petit Coeur, there js a fine eataractf 
which dashes down amidst immense 
rocks, — a spot forming a striking 
contrast to the general fertility ond^ 
repose of the valley. About three 
miles farther, the valley opens into 
a rieh little plain, where the prettv 
village of Aigueblanche is situated' 
Here the road rises, and havil^ 
passed its crest, desceeds into a deep 
defile that leads to Moutiers, by a 
road terraced on tlie sleep slope of 
this ravine, from which it abruptly 
enters the basin of the Val Isere, in 
Montit 



.■o>is 



the Is^ 

Mil 

ligeno 






the Doron of Boiel. 
.— Innt HStelde la IN~ 
)iia Geruird, and also a 
Chei Tiiioi, botb dirty ; 
the former perhaps the worst. Inha- 
bitants SOOO. This capital of the Ta- 
<t 4 



- SaitTUt of Moutiers. 



old momulery, which wis built at 
liule distance from the ancient Do- 
ntsuft. which was deatrojed many 
inturie* since. TTie ancient city was 
le iest of the tnshops of Darentaaia ; 
1 highly probable that in this 

In^piic as early as the year 420, and 
to the pioiince of the Taientaise — 
hatiag been destroyed at an unre- 
corded period — its bishops hullt at a 
little distance, another church, and a 
aatery Cor the clergy, who 






th«i 






mitive title o! their teat, which has 
not TariedFoithirteencenturie*. That 
DO leatiges of the ancient city should 
have been found, ii not very eitraor- 
dtnary, when it i> considered that the 
Ostrogoths, and the Lombards in the 
aeventh century, and the Saracens 
twice in the ninth century, haying pe- 
netrated into the valleys of the Mori- 
time, Coltian, and Grecian Alps, 
desttoyed the habitations, and ruined 
the towns sad Tillages. It is often 
afterwards mentiond in local archives 
connected with the church, and in the 
wars of the Niteenth and seventeenth 
centuries, and in 1630, when it was 
aJfDoftt depopulated by the plague. 
The history of its church is perfect 
from its first archbishopric in 430 to 
its last in 1793, a period of 1373 years. 
The city now contains on hospital for 
the poor, which was fbunded iu the 
tenth century, and an Ecalt da 
BUnei, with a laboratory for practical 
examination of the productions of the 
mines of Pesey. The surrounding 
country is one of especial interest to 
tbe geologist. 

But its salines are now the distin- 
guishing feature of Moutiers. They 
are admirably conducted, and produce 
nearly fifUen hundred tons of salt 
yearly, estraoted from a saline source 
vhich is only impregnated to the 
amount of 1-83 per cent, even in the 



■rings I 



It the base of t 



of limeMooe, in the deep 
ravine of the Doron, about a mile 
above its junction with tbe Isire. 
The water rises with force from its 
source, and emits carbonic gas and a 
little sulphuretted hydrogen. The 
springs are warm, and that of the 
strongest 99° Fahrenheit. Ihiring 
the great cartbquake of Lisbon, the 
sslines of Moutierv ceased to Sow foe 
48 hours : when the reflui look place- 
the quantity was iucreased, hut tbe 
saline impr^nation was weaker. Hie 
salt-works st Bei (Route 56.) are 
conducted in a similar way, but with 
a vast diSerence in the saline strength 
of tbe water. At Moutiers it has 
scarcely half tbe strength of that of 

profit by the simplicity of the process, 
and the use of water as the motite 
power for the pumps. 

Besides common salt, the water 
contains, in small proportiims, sul< 
phate of lime, sulphate of soda, sul- 
phate and muriate of magnesia, ai^ 
oiide of iron. 

There are tour great evaporating. 
houses filled with fiiggots of black 
thorn. The water from the mines is 
pumped to the top of the first and 
second of these, which sre uneovered, 
and then allowed to pass through 
perforated canals, slowly dropping and 
spreading over the eitensiva snrOtce 
of the branches- By this process the 
sulphate of lime attaches itself to the 
wood, and the water loses so much by 
evaporation, that the proportion of 
salC after the operation, is increased 
nearly one half; i. t. to about 3 per 
cent. It is then pumped above the 
third house, constructed in the same- 
way, except that it is covered, to pre- 
vent the saline solution from being 
again weakened by rain. In tfai^ 

the strength of 1 2 per cent. A fourth 

house nawreceiTeslt,aodinbvDurable 

weather it there acquires astrengthof 

degrees. The process of pumpin^r 
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Hftter, detached from the Dor 
the machinery scarcelf ever i 

When the brine haa acqu'i 
slren^h of 30 per cent, it 
ducted into a large building, where 
there nre boiling pans, and the suit is 
crTstalliaed in the u^ual maaner. 

So much fuel is saved by this sys- 
tem of evaporation by the air. that 
only one slueenth of the fuul is con- 
sumed which would be required for 

frora the Bpringa. The fiiggota are 
changed on™ in about 5 or 6 years : 
they decay soonest in the first eva- 
porating- ho uses, where the vilulion ia 
weakeal) those in 3d and 4th are 
more durable, fiom the coating of 
seienlte they acquire, which, when 
broken a% resembles the stems and 
branches of encrinites. 

There ia another mode of evapo- 
lating from cords, invented by an in- 
genious Savoyard, of the name of 
Buttel. It consists in suspending 
cuids from the roof, and fining them 
^ght at the bottom : they arcabouC 16 
feet long. These cords are placed 
as thickly as possible, consistent with 
free Tcntilaiion } and the upper ends 
are so fastened, that the water pumped 
over them trickles down, only by these 
cords, very slowly. By repeatedly 
allowing the brine thus to descei ' 
the greater part of the water is evai 
rated, and the cords left Incruated w 
a cy linder of cry alallized gy paum, whi 
is detached by a particulax insttume 
This practice of completing the p 
cess, by . - ■ - ■ 



liameter, are coated with gypsunt 2 
■r 3 inches thick. These works be. 
ong to the goTernment, though they 
ield ao annual profit of only SOflOO 
rancs=aoO0I. 
From Moutiera to Bourg St Mau- 



n of Moutiera 
asses througf 



o ascend th 



Isire, 






uig pan 



sent, 
. The 



like the r 

but by only using them alle: 
cent, had been obtained in tti 
tion, they have been known to 
90 years in use, without being changed i 
EOine of these, originally ^ f ' '' ' 



ind then opens at 
the Tillage of St. Marce). Thesceaery 
around is very fine and picturesque. 
The road, which formerlj passed on 
the left bank of the la^re, now rises 
hitch on the right bank, and ia carried 
neck of rock at a great height 
view looking 
and back upon St. Marcel from 






This 






of S 



ray, 1 



base ofthis rock isonly wide enough 
for the torrent of the Isere. 

The valley opena above this defile l 
and immediately beyond it, below tbe 
road, is seen the village of Centron, 
still preserving the name of the Cen- 
troneB,an A] pme people who Inhabited 
this Talley. 

About 10 miles from Moutiers is 
Airne (Anuina), one of the chief 
towns of the Centronee, and, accord* 
ing to inscriptions found there, was 
evidently called Forum Claudii before 
the name of Aiuma was given to it 
On a hill above il, there are the re- 
mains of Roman fortifications; some 
round towers of great antiquity, both 
in the town and on the site of the an- 
cient fbrt arc still standing, <he ma- 
sonry liaving been strong enough 
to hold tbe masses together througb 
so many ages. There is also a aub- 
" m which tra- 



a, finn. 



.,aup. 



fortress; the vault of this passage ia 
supported by columns of stone, each 
shaft of a single piece. Here some 
inscriptions have been found, parti- 
cularly one in honour of Trajan ; — 
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Ad SDcient communication betveeo 
the town and the fort may also be 
traced in step* cut out of the rock 
upon which the Jailer stuida. Tbat 
the former extent of Alme great!; ex- 
eeeded it4 present boundmrjes, vaa 
■lio*n by aome discoveriea oFsubter- 

oad into the Upper Tarentaise 



In 1760. 



! font 



new carriage road is in rapid ptogrcaa, 
and the inhabitaots hope that their 
Government will soon open it acrota 
fbe Little St. Bernard, and make 
tbia B high road to Turin. The 
beauty and interest of such a route, 
cannot (ail to lead lo a great influx 
of strangen, beaides the benefit of 
communication between difTerentcom- 
munitiea of the aame state- 
Generally, the valley of the Isere, 
from Aime to Bourg St. Maurice, ia 
vild and dreary, and not pieturesque- 
The .ine grows aa tar aa the yiUage 
of Bellentres, wbicliis nearly opposite 
to the Tillage and valley of IJuidri, 
that lead to the mines of Pesey, the 
most celebrated in Savoy. They are 
fiituated near the foot of the glacier 
of the CliaSe-Quarre, and more ' 
SOOO feet above the level of tht 



sulphurel 



the I 

■ilvcr per ton. These mines in 178^ 
yielded annually about 400O marks o 
silver, and 40,000 quintals of lead : 
they are now less productive. Tfai 
beight of the mines is a serious ob- 
atacle to their being woited to great 
advantage. 

As the valley is ascended, the pas 
of the Little St. Bernard opens to thi 



obacTver a more obrions eeiuae tliMi 
that of the mad up the la^re, which 
. again from St. Maurlea to tfae 
id S. & £., and continua in this 
dii«ction to its aouree in tbe laeraii. 
Simrp St. ManTitt ( Berig«itnim). 
Good Inn : Hotel de Voyagenra. 
cbei Mayat. (RoutelM.) Tbua Ar 
he Vat la^ there is a good 
or carriage road, but beyood Bt. 
rice it is neeeseary, in order to 
go further up the valley, to go on 
prseback or on foot ; it requires ana 
day to go from Bourg St. Maurice 
to La Val, and another across the Col 
d' Iscran to LanaUbouig and the Mont 
Cenia. 

From Bourg St. Maaric« to St. 
Fai( Route 119.) The approach to 
St. Foi frbm the meadows below it 

le valleys of the Alps. Having 
climbed the tortuoua and difficult 
chauss6e which leads to the village, 
-oute continues lot a long way by 
Id and lofty path on the muaa- 
Eide high above tbe torrent* 
through tbe village of La Tuille to 

Nothing can eioecd tbe aarage 
grandeur of this route; — the de^ 

tore of a path lower down towards. 
the torrent. On the oppoaite side 
the euormous glaciers that stretch 
from the CbaSe-Quarre along the 
crest of the mountains, offer tbe 
grandest scene of its clan to be found 
anywhere in the Alps. A most 
magnlflcent view thus presented is 
opposite to the village of L« Gure, of 
which the spire seems to touch tbe 
gUcEera. More than once this tillage 
has been destroyed by tbe fall of ice 
and rocks; but the danger is defied 
for the sake of the little land which 
its terrace above the Isfre affuids. 
From the mdting glaciers above, the 
white lines of a hundred cataract* 
seem to stream down upon (he vill^e. 
Soon after passing La Gure the 
road yet ascends to a ridge, wbieh 
being crossed, tbe path leads iteepl; 



SouU i 22. — CW tPItavn. 



ur 



down to the Iain in the ikpth irf tbe 
ravine. Here Alpine horroi* avatt 
tbe traveller. Theoierhuigingracks 
darken tbe pan, and a fragUe bridge 
only, in a vild atiuitioa over a lateral 



oend the valley. A little beyond this 
bridge the deSle opens into the plain 
tod village of 

I Brennieres. Here the Isere is 
etOEseil, and the path caoeaia on the 
other aide through a tugged pine 
forest, vheie the path is carried very 
high to avoid a ravine^ The eye 
cannot penetrate to its depth, though 
the roar of the torrent is heard in 
them aolitudes. In pamng over this 
Tidga, there is one ipol where a clefl 
in tbe mountain side can only be 
passed upon the trees, rocks, and 



3 tbe 






™jan 



tbenee descending almast 
aide, continues a short wsy only, be- 
fine another eipansion of the valley 
forms a little well-cultivated plain, 
in nhich lies the ehief village of the 
valley,— 

T^nu. The approasb to it, is- 
niing from the defile below, is very 
striking. The inhakutants are robust 
and independent, and are great bieed- 
«n 0( mules and cattle. Directly op- 
pwite to Tigoea is a valley, where 
one mav pass by the Col de lArge to 
£Dtre-deui.Eaui. (Route J23,) 

On leaving the plain of TIgnes a 
ateep rugged path leads up the moun- 
tain side, to pass anotliet of those 

guUrly alternate with (belittle plains, 
This, thelast, separates the plain of 
Tigaea &om that of La Val. Tlie 
forest trees, from their greater eleva- 
tion, are more stunted, the rouka more 
denuded, and the whole passage be- 
tween the two villages is unmatched 
in apparent dant{er ftom fulling rocka, 
■nd in savage wildness. In the midst, 
a fragile bridge crosses the torrent, 
and soon after the traveller Hnds him- 
■elf in the plain of La Val ; where 
harley is I'aised^ and vhere irrigatioD 



is so well managed, that there ii an 
appearanoe of luiu riant vrgetation. La 
Val is two hours aiuva Tignes. and ii 
the highest church village in the Val 
Is^re ; it is surrounded by lofty moun- 
tains^ which are crested with auow 
and glacierL At the head of the 
valley, the Coi; de Galue, above it* 
glaciers, dn easily he seen. (Route 
112.) 

A miserable hovel called an inn it 

the only place of reception at I* VaL 

Professor Forbes says that " at Tignes, 

three hours' walk from Sc Foi, and 

•- from Bourg St. Maurice, there is 

umble and clean Inn, Cfaei Bock, 

ere the traveller is advised strongly 

itay and pass the night instead)^ 

suntering the dht and discomfort 

of the filthy Inn of La Val. fVom 

Tignea to Lauilebourg is not a very 

long day's journey." IC however, the 

sa the Galeae to 

the Val d'Orca or the Val de Fomo 

a Piedmont he cannot aleep too near 

lie glaciers, in order to pass them at 

n early hour. La Val ahould in this 

aie be his resting place. 

To cross the Col d'Iseran the path 
xcends gradually from the valley, by 
. stunted pine forest. There is a 
hamlet called Forno, frirther up tba 
valley on the route to the Galeae, but 
this is avoided, and by the lime the 
traveller arrives opposite to it he has 
attained a great elevation. Tbe path 
to the Col requires a guide from Id 
Val, as the course is confused by 
sheep Iracksleading to difiTerent pas 
tursges, and the true path is only 
known by beariugs : the ascent is easy. 
Some crosses mark the loss of life in 
these stjitudes ; in one instance by 
murder, in another a poor soldier was 
dead from cold and exhaus- 



tion. Nea 
duces myri 



:, the I 






great variety. On looking back 
upon tbe ridge of the great chain the 
view is eiceedingly grand, but uot so 
fine as from the Col d'Isei 



Here the traveller looks oiet a tt 



-side. 
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nod pe>kii, whose block and scathed 
precipieet mppear to tpriag out of the 
■U. of glacietB which eitends from the 
Leraima (Route IIS.) to the Rgche 
Melon (Route 1ST.). 

From the col, the oourse Ilea down 
the denuded alopei to an elevated 
pasturage, vhich narrows to ■ valUy 
terminating in a dehle abOYE deep 
precipices, where a cataract (alls across 
the path. From thia raviae.the de- 
scent is very difficult and tatiguing 
down to the plain below, where the 
pasturages and chalets 



tbeh 



i, belon 



o the inhabila 



abundant 
leids and flocks, of 
the proprietors. 

E^om these pasturages the descent 
i* steep and wearying. The Talley 
of the Arc is seen IkIow, and on the 
1^, looking up to the head of the 
ralley, the glaciers of the Levanna 
seem to fill it; acrois these a path 
leads in 5 hours to Gros Cavsllo in 
the Val Fomo, and thence in ten 
hours to Lanzo, in Piedmont. 

The first village reached in the val- 
le; of the Arc is Bonneral : here the 
inn is detestable ; At, va fact, are sll 
in the valley, until the traicllec reach 
Lanslebourg, distant four hours down 
the valley tirom Bonneval. 

From La Val to Bonneval, hy the 
" ' d'Iseran, is a walk of ' 



After 



road 



descends to Bessana, pe 
lefl the valley of Aierole, by which 
the CdI do Lautaret and the valleys 
of Viu and Lanzo on the side of 
Piedmont may be reached, — one oF 
■ in the Alps. 



At 



the 



Bgai 



and a high ridge is 
which divides the commune of Bes- 
sans from that of Lans le Villiard, a 
village about a league above Lansle- 
bourg. From Lsns le Villiard a path 






.to the L 

]f the traveller have started 
e may reach the poathouae on 
untain on the day of hia de- 
fram La Vol ; if he he late. 



it will be better to proceed dowD the 

Lanslebourg, and enjoy the canu 
tort of an eicellent inn there — tbe 
Hatel RoyaL (Route 127.) 

ROUTE 123. 



A char may be lakeu as &r as Boh 
le) for this journey, but beyond. It u 
necessary to take a horse or proceed 
on foot, Itrequirestwodays,andthc 
place of rest is Pralorgnan. 

The road passes hy the salines of 
Moutiers (Route I S2. ), and ascending 
on the right bank of the Xkiron, reaches 
inaquancrofanhourlhc Rock of Sa- 
lins, situated opposite to the conSueooe 
of tbe valley of Bozcl, or the Doron, 
with that of St. Jean Belleville. A«- 
ceoding the latter, there are two motm- 
tain passes, —one leads to St. Jean. 
Maurienne, the other to St. Michael, 
both io the valley of the Arc— eittael 
an easy day's journey. 

ITie Chateau de Sfllina waa anciently 
the re»dence of the archbishop of the 
Tarentaise; its ruina arc situated 
immediately above the talt (^tii;(,in: 
tbe valley below. These are guarded 
with great care, to prevent the people 
of the country stealing any o( tbe 
water and making their own salt 

Salins is conjectured to bave been 
the site of tbe ancient DarenCasia. Of 
the castle of Salins some ruins eiist.' 
There arc records of its importance 
in lose, when the tyrant Aymeric, 
of Aigueblanche, was defeated hy 
Humbert IL, whose succour bod 
been solicited by the oppressed sub- 
jects of Aymeric. Humbert retained, 
at their request, tbe government hi hia 
own hands, and established at tha 
town aed the Chiileau de Salins the tri- 

cnments bearing date 1S58, show that 
these still existed, though it is known 
that the town was destroyed about the 
endoftfacHth centurv, byafallfnHit 
the west. This ftU 
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e; so filled the Talley, 
All that rem 



quent Wis destroyed wli»t 

except the castle, and this hss lieen 

demolished. A few miserable ' 

rebuilt around the Salines, 

siniilgr fatp from the threatening ap- 

pearance of the rocks sbove. 

The cflstle, however, remained long 
after the destruction of the Wvn in 
the 14th century. Books still eiist, 
which were printed by Maurice Mer- 
million at the chateau very soon after 
the discovery of printing. It Is sup- 
posed that the first press in Savoy was 
established there, and that Mermillion 
'«->'< the Gallon of the Tarenlaise. 

Salin^llessDuthofMoutlers. From 
the confluence, the road into the val- 
ley of Bozel takes an easterly direc- 



At the village of Brida or La Prr- 
riere, vhich is reached in an hour 
irom Moutiers, there are mineral 
springs, and establishments en pmtion 



;loKd at the head by the mountains 
if Pesey, and one of the most beauti- 
ful, in form, in the Alps, the CbaO^ 
Quarre. 

At Boiel mules can be hired fbr 
continuing the journey. Above this 
village the valley widens, and thO 
scenery increases in grandeur, except, 
that in passing under the intermediate 
mounuin of Flagny, this conceals the 
CbBfle-Quatr^. 

The ascent to the village of Cham. 
pagny is deep in the valley, and on the 
banki of the Doron, of which the 
broad stony bed marks its wider winter 
course. On approaching Champagny, 



iale» 
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impregnated with sulphuretted hy- 
drogen as to lie perfectly detestable 
to the taste. Tlie temperature of the 
water is, according to 0r. Socquet, 
994°. 

Tlie views are extremely fine, and 
leighbourbood abounds in besu- 



walks; 



e oft! 



nclly sc 



which \^ 



by a footpath through the wood, a 
considerAble height atiove Che soi 
bant of the stream, towards Moutit 
At Briila the tlorou is cro'» 
and a tolerable road leads to Boa 
Between the two YilliigBS, the coun 
is rich in cultivation : vinesand Ouit- 
trees in the valley, corn-fields and , 
turages on the belts of the mounta 



up to the mines ot Pesey. (Route 
125.) It is a good mule-path, and 
leads across the cul to the valley which 
descends to Landry in the Val Is^re. 
Ttie lateral valleys of the Doron 
abound with beautiful scenery, and 
most of them lead lo points of view in 
the mountains, where some of the 
finest Alpine scenes are presented, 
particularly in the valley of Allues, 
and at the chalets of ChAtelet, near 
the Col de Forclaz, whence Mont 
Blanc can be seeil, and a vast extent 
of the peaks of the great chain. 

At Champsgny the road to Pra-" 
lorgnan lies up that branch of (he 
DoroD which flows from the south. 
After passing the viilsge of Villard 
GoitreauM, thus mmed from the pre- 
valence of goitre among the inha« 
bitants, the road ascends by a steep 
path to anarrowvalley. Ontheright 
there is a cataract, formed by the &1I 
of the Doron into the gorge at Bel- 
lenirc. As the valley widens it has 
the character of park scenery that 
lermioflles in the little plain of Pra- 
lorgnan, which is backed by tlie glft- 
cieis and scathed peaks of the Va- 

The beautiful meadows and calm 
eiirement of (he valley of I'ralorg- 
lan is very striking. Ou entering the 
illage, a narrow l«ne on the left 
eads to the only innorhouseof recep- 
ioii for strangers, where miserable 
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m onlf can b« obUiiwd. 
The innkeeper ia a large prgprielor. 
baviiig between 30O and SOO cows in 

From the inn door tlie path to tbe 
VuaiBe lies diieetly up on Che right, 
^d the chaUta in itie muuntBias ue 
Tsacbed in on hour. Bich Btep be- 
Bomes more and more drear;, until it 
airive at tbe bases of the bleak and 
Btreaming glaciers of the Aiguille de 
La Vanoiae. On reaiihins the aurajnu 



inble 



leoftb 



e fornied. To ila 
baun there it bat oneentrance: witbin, 
nothing can exceed the EBvage aoUtude 
of the spot, nirrounded b; blaok preci- 
pices Bod gtacic'is ; it seema to be im- 
possible to get out, eicept by the way 
onagelsiu. Notraceofapath appear*. 
Vnder the advice of the guide, bow' 
erer, the glaciers may be climbed and 
traveraed~~a moat fatiguing sod diffi- 
cult task. Havingsurmouoted tbe dif- 
ficulty, the traveller, afUr crosung a 
6w patches of snow, enters upon an 
open plain, covered'nith rich pastur- 
ages, but bounded by enormous gla- 
cieri and inaccessible peaks. On the 
plain of die col, which is now gradual 
to the eummit, poles are placed to 
guide travellers when snow conceals 
tbe track. The path is long and te- 
dious, across these solitudes, from the 
glaciers of the Vanoise to tbe summit. 
Three liitle lakes are passed, the 
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Chcrrl^e. the 
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tain which b seen from 
to the Mont Cenis, overh 
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aog- 


i&lets of E 
and difficult 
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he descent tow 
nCre-deui-Eau 

chSkts, which 
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by tbe Col de I«rge to Tlgoes in tbv 
Val Is^re ( Route 1 39. >, ia seen below 
tbe traveller, who finds the descent as 

fatiguing, tbat tbe rest, end refreab- 
meot, bread, meat, and vine, wtiieb 
he must bring with him from Pralotg* 
nan, will bere be most welcome. Uilk^ 
cheese, and butter, perbape eggs, ma; 
be got at the chUets. 

After an bout's real, as refresluDg 
lo the traveller as to his mule, the 
torrent is crossed, hut instead of pur- 
suing its courae through ita deep 
gorge lo Termignon, a path ia fill- 
lowed which leads up oa tbe op- 
posite mountain to the Plan de Loup^ 
a long pasturage, not so wild or high, 
but about the breadth of tbe Cot de 



Tbe 






upon the valley of Entre-deui-Eaui, 
and Ibe Col de Vanoise, is yeiy sub- 
lime, and seems, when thus spread 
out before Ibe observer, of a mudi 
greater extent than can be imaged 
by those who pass them. 

Od the col of the Plan de Loup, 
another small lake is passed, then a 
long and most &tiguing descent com- 
whicb leads dowi 



!t of S( 



Margu 






through 

which a miserable road leads down to 
tbe vdley above Termignon, into 
which there are some magDificent 
peeps. There is atill, however, a 
long and Aligning descent to rnake 
little town can be reached. 



There 



.ing fro. 



the hamlet of 8t Marguerite, skirU 
the Mont ParouSa, behind lAnsle- 
boutg, and leads directly to tbe lattei 
town, bul, though a shorter, it is 
even more tatiguing than the rout4 
to Termignon, and one which it ia 
diaicuU to pass with a ladec mule. 



migno 






I the 



Vanoiae falls into the great route of 
the Cenis, which ■□ an hour takes 
the trareUcr to Lanslebourg (Oouta 
137.) 



■o:.-, Google 
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The road to the Mont du Chat 
leaves Pont Beauvoiun to fbllov a 
onuree on the right bank of the tiver 
Guiera Vif. through the villages of 
Belmont and tramonei to ^ CenJK, 

the Cuiers with the Rhone, thence 
turning abruptly up the latter river, 
ii contiunes on ila left bank for about 
10 iniles, through some fine soenery, 
until it reaches 

Yatne, a little town most agreeably 
situated on a ri^ng giound abate the 
aiione, nearly opposite to a fort, 
finely placed on a roclc above the 
Rhone, called St. Pierre Cfaatel, 
Tbicb, on the French side of the 
rivar, defends the passage. 

¥enne eiiMed in the lime of Uie 
Romans, under the name of £janna, 
and, according to some authorities, 
Epaona. It lies in the ancient route 
ftom France to Italy, by tbe Mont 
du Chat, which vaa much used before 
the opening of the Grotto near les 
E'chelles. The whole neighhour- 






oultivs 



Com, vine, and fruit-trees abound. 
The white wines oanied Uaretd, and 
AUeue, grown at Lucy, on the banks 
of the Rhone, a little north of •Yenne, 
owe tbeir eicellence to plants which 
were brought here irom Cyprus, by 
a duke of Savoy, or the lords of his 

From Yenne, a road, which is not 
in a very praiseworthy condition in 
the plain, though it is the route of a 
daily diligence from Lyons to Aii le 
Bain^ leads directly towards the 
Mont du Chat, by Chevalu, distant 
four mile! from Yenne. This village 
ii situated at Che foot of the moun- 

country cannot fail to draw tbe at- 
tention of the traveller, and when^ 
beyond Chavelu, the road asceni 
and rises bigh enough above the su; 



touading country, its eiemaire kr- 
tility is ita striking feature. 

The road over the mountwa is 
well constructed. The summit of 
the Mont du Chat rises on the right i^ 
on the left, steep slopes and pre-i 
oipices deseend to the base, ending 
in rich pasturages, in which there are 
some little lakes or tarns. Many 
tourniquets in the road give a gradual 
ascent, and at the end f^an hour the 

looking hack towards France, is one 
of the most lertile .in the vrorld; 
studded with villages and townc^ and 
so extensive, that where tbe distant 
mounUins of Tarrars do not limit 
the horizon, it subaidce into indis- 

the same side, are the rich pasturages 
of the weatern slopes of the Mont du 
Chat Beyond these are tbe valley 
of the Rlione, and the hiUsandpluos 
which extend to the Ain. 

On the summit of the paes there 
is a level, about tOO yards acroaa. 
The road passes on the southern side 

il, Tbe summit of tbe pass is cofered 
with atones, rocks, and brushwood. 
A temple formerly stood here, of 
whieh the fouodations may be traced, 
and many of the stones around, nude 
part of the building. The stones 
hare been well cot, and tbe cornices 
of many are yet tolerably perfect. An 
Inscription was Ibund here by Dr. 

idea that the temple was dedicated to 
Mercury, " We have s^d," he ob- 
serves, " that the temple on tbe 
summit of the Mont du Chat was re- 
ported to be dedicated to Mercuiy, 
rdly bears 






M. 



iription of the 
Alpes Grecqiies, calls this mountain 
the Mans Thuates, but without giving 
his authority. Now, Theut and 
Thait. in Arraoric, are the names of 
tbe deity whopreiiided over highwayi^ 

the Gauls; hence Coaar says, that 
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Uie people principmlly worshipptd 
MercuFfi who hod the umc office 
among the Roman deities. The 
Dame, therefore, of Mons Thurfea, 
vould argue a pasiage here of very 
high antiquilr, and f ' 
lealty dedicated to Mt 
tend strongly to the contii 
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FnMtage of Ha 

It hai been BatisTactorily ehovn by 
De Lue. and by Wickhara and Cra- 



in passing the Alps. After having 
ascended the Rhone as far as Vienoe, 
he led his army across the country of 
the Allobroges, by Bourgoln, les 
Abrels, and Aouate (Augusta Alio- 
brogum), now a villnge on the Ufl 
bank of the Guiera, nearly opposite 
to Yenne, thence, by Chevalu ( Levia- 
■ ! Mont Du Chat to 



Chamberry {L 



The fori 



™). 



MoDt du Chet agrees entirely with 
the account, by I'olybius, of those 
events which could only in such a 
peculiar locality occur, but the in- 
quiry cannot be condensed into the 
apace that could be afforded here. It 
has been clearly shown by the aboTe 
author*, that the army passed the 
Mont du Chat to Chamberry, thence 
to MontmeiJUn, and up the Vat Is^re 
to Conflana, Moutien:, and St. Mau- 
rice, and pasacd into Italy by the Lit- 
tle St. Bernard. 

From the summit of the Mont du 
Chat, 500U feet above the leiel of the 

I, the view on the easEern eide h 



leofsu 



sing In 



to overhang the 
whose deep blue 1 
a leap. Beyond 
Chamberry, elte 
to the Mont Gra 



ike of B 



It appears 
rget, mto 

. the rich valley of 
ding from Albens 

Ail seems to be at your feel across 
the lake ; on the right, the city of 
Chamberry lies like a model ; hun- 
dreds of hamlets and villages speckle 
the beautiful valley, which is bounded 
on the opposite side by the rich slopes 



of the Mont d' Aci, and the Dent de 
Nivolet ; far beyond are seen the moun- 
taius which bound the Val Is^re, and 
the snowy Eummits of those which ex. 
tend to the Dauphiny Alps. 

The descent is peculiarly eudttng. 
The road is safely and finely mad^ 
which winds down the steep ^de cj 
the mountain, but in many pla.ce4 
the parapet is seen to cut abruptly 
against the deep blue lake, and sug- 
gests the idea of its being thousands 
of feet, a plomb, below. 

On reaching the base, ho»ever, 
there are fields, rich woods, and vil- 
lages on the steep slopes which rise 
from the lake, but this extends only 
to Bordeau, beyond this village 
there Is no path by (he lake : its 
shores are too abrupt, at least as far 
as Hautecombe. If the traveller 



■onH g 



1 path 



the left leads to the village of Bor- 
deau, where a boat can be hired to 
cross the take to the opposite shore, 
and a walk of twenty minutes leads to 
Ail, and the comfortable pension of 
Maisoo Vernat. 

The directroad continued to Cham- 
berry from the Mont du Chat, passes 
ttirough Bourget, where the plain of 
Chamljerry commences ; this is tra- 
versed for about seven miles to the 
city from Bourget through the vil- 
lages of Motte a; '" 
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helles 



B villag 



of Domessin a narrow road ti 
to the left, and leads over a low hill 
well wooded, and thence through a 
remarkably rich plain, that eiienda 
to those limestone precipices which 

rocks that make so formidable ■ 
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bruptly 
C1»e 



to their bases a zigzag path, very 
Sleep, leads up the talus rormed during 
tuaay ages by the debris ,- in some 
places, however, the palh is so narrow, 
that the wall of tlie precipice can be 
touched bj one band, wbUst the other 
overhangs the Bleep and dangerous 
descents below : in some places two 
persons cannot pass each olher. A 
Uctle time is gained by this short cut, 
and there is some chance of adventure, 
■nd the dtuations are striking, but it 
is scarcely worth the Gitipue. It leads 

is highly picturesque in its situation, 
its cottages, and its wBter-mills. 
From this place the road ascends, 

' " * 'lelake of 






I valley 






'ietr of the lake is obtained ; 
— the whole scene is beauliful. 

The road undulates amidst the 
magnificent walnut trees which 
abound here, and passes through the 
village of Lepin, offering some very 



fine 



Then 



uiqnillity and retire- 
ment in the spot : the scenery resem- 
bles that of Ihe most beautiful of our 
Cumberland lakes; but the visit of a 
traveller is so rare an occurrence, 
that instead of a crowd of visitors. 
Mid a season for visiting, a year may 
pass away withoat any other stranger 
being seen than a little nigoctaiii 
making a shorter cut to Chamberry 
than by the great road u> Les 
Eehelles. 

A ridge divides the village of Lepin 
trom that of Aiguebelleite ; at the 
eitremity of the ridge on the left, 
overhanging Uie lake, is a chateau, in 
a most romantic and beautiful situ- 
ation ; the road on Ihe oilier side of 
the ridge descends to Ai^uebelletle, 
and passes tlie ruins of the castle of 
its barons i it is of bigb antiquity ; 



its foundation !s unknown, and it ia 
therefore ntlrihuted lo the Horoans ; 
recorded ti 



1 the 1 



nlury. 
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id demolished by one of the daupliini 
of Vienne, in the 15th century. 

AigvebdkUe is a ponr little village, 
in a most beaultlul situation ; it has 
a miserable little ion, which cannot 
furnish even decent wine and refresh- 
ment in a country so abundant — not 
even fish IVom the lake : these are 

Tlie government claims a beggarly 
tax upon the right to hsh of about 
1 'il. a year ; the lake is celebrated for 
the eicellence and abundance of its 
carp, trout, and other fish. The lake 
is about 3 miles long, and two wide ; 
its depth varies, but it is generally 
about 150 feet deep. Around the 
lake are fields and mesdows, but most 
of Ihe slopes of the surrounding 
mountains are wooded. OaCs, barley, 
potatoes, Indian corn, and flai, ate 
grown in the spots cultivated. 

It is curious that a Iraditioa eiists 
here that Hannibal passed with a part 
of the Carthaginian army by Aigue- 
bellette ; and the inhabitants also 
speak of a distinguished slranger 

beautiful solitude, and left many prooji) 
of his benevolence, but died without 
leaving a name- 
On proceeding from Aiguebellette 
the path skirts the churchyard, and 
eniers a line of meadows beneatii 
tnagnificent walnut trees. Soon, how- 



SM 
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A orer the basin oT 
Chmmbelry, Bimilar to tbat whicb is 
IMit ^m the Mont du Chati bul, 
though not so elerated, it it, perhaps, 
Superior; the idva of h fall into the 
lake of Boiirget does aot, as there, 
make the liaveller shrink troTO the 
parapet. Instead of looking down 



a the lake, 



eight 1. 



s off, r. 



at the base of the steep Mc 
Chat; and opposite to it are the 
house* of Ail. 

Cbambeny seenu, from the Aigue- 
bellette, to be just below theobsener; 
tad, in the road to it froni Les 
£ohelles, whioh may be seen, tbecaA- 
eade of Cout is distinct; observeiJ ; 
ils bright while line focming a ver; 
small speck amidst the eil«Dt tad 
■Dale of the surrounding objects. The 
«Blle;, too, between the Dmt de 
ITiviJet and the Moot Oraaier is 
ned, and the richly- 






ended: 



few such glorious tiews are presented 
as that offered to the eye of the 
traTsller ftom the mountain of Aigue- 
belleltc 

' The descent from the summit of 
the eol may be made by tiro routes : 
Uut on the right seems to have been 
Oe old Roman road, but it is now 
isapracticsblB for hoTscB. There are 
traces of its having been a well-COU' 
structed road, in the remains of high 
and very thick dry walls, which sup- 
Itarted, towards the plain, ils terraces, 
Albanis de BeatiiBont says that, after 
balf an hour's descent by thU rood, 
there are many stone coffins found at 
the foot of the lateral ratVa, wiUi' 
slabs which formerly covered them, 
upon whi^ some characters are seen, 
tbough they are too much effaeed to 
baT«d; blocks, too^ of cut slone are 
found, and be conjectures that they 
ore the ruins of a diapel dedicated to 

St. Uicbasl, which was attached to 
an hospital that existed here in the 
9th century, ami, probably, under 
some othor dsnomioation, ereii in the 
time of the Komans. 



The road at present used from Om 
summit of the Col d'Aiguebellatte to 
Chamberry is the best, though only 
practicable (bi pedestrians or cattle : 
it might easily l>e rendered fit for 
the passage of chars ; but, as there ia 



The first tillage reached after an 
hour's descent is Vimine, ingeniously 
conjectured by Beaumont to be de- 
rived froni Via MfHima, because it 
lay on the shortest route fiom Le- 
mlncnm (ChBmberry)to Vieiuia, AI- 
lobi(^m (Vienne, on the Rhone). 
In going to or from Chamberry by 
■his route, instead of that by Lea 
Ecbelles, the pedestrian will gun 
two hours ; the whole distance from 
Pont Beauvoiain requiring about. 

From the village of Vimine to the 
hamlet of Cognin is a short hour's 
walk over a bad road, hut through 
beautiful scenes: thence, in half an 
hour, the traTeller will reach Cham- 

HOUTE 187. 
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I BngUdi 



Diligences go three times a week. 

Pont Beauvoinn (Inui la Porte, 
dirty), is tlie last village in France : 
it ties on the bank of the Ouien Vit; 
here cmsied by a bridge, at One end of 
nbicb are stationed French, and at 
the other Sardinian, custom-house of- 
ficers, ready to scrutinise tbe pasaporta 
and the baggage of travellers arrivnig 
from alhet side. 

After paning (br a mile or two 
across the plain, the road b^ins H>> 
ascend, to a hnght li>om vhich a fine, 
view is attained over the fertile GelA' 
of France, and then, bending round 
the shoulder of the hUl. enten tbe 
gnud gorge of I.a Chaille. Tha 
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highvs^ is here formed either by 
blasting B pHSsage Ibrough the aolid 
rock, or by iupporting it upon ter. 
ncn of soUd masonr; s1<mg the ed|ie 
oT the abyss. On the opposite lide 
riles a bare eflOBTpment of limefitone, 
forming cliffs wreral hundred ieiA 
hieb ; aai in (he depths of the gorge 
belov Tushea the vhite fuarning river. 
The spot hai been deacribed by Rous- 
seau in a passage which deserres 

" Non loin d^itie mootagne ooup£e, 
qu'an appelte le pat dii EtlieUti, au- 
dessouB du grand cbemin taill^ dans le 
roc, ee & I'endroit appel^ Chailles. 
court et bouillonoe dans des j^ouflVefi 
sRreui une petiie riti^re qui paraSl 
avoir nis i. \n ereuser des milliers de 
nicAea : on a bordfi le chemin d'un 
parapet, pour prirenir les malheura; 
oeta fasait que Je pouiais regarder le 
ftind et gagner des vertiges tout k 
mim aise. Bien eppuyS sur le para, 
pet, j'avanfaisleaeietjerestaialides 
beures enti^rel, entrevoyanl de temps 

bleue, dont j'entendais le> mugisae- 
menta k trSTers les oris des corbeaui 
etdesoisesui de proie qui Tolaient 
de roche en rovhe et de brou^ajlles 
en brouesailes, i cent toises au-denous 
de-moi. Dans lesendroics oil lapBRte 
£tait Hsea unie et les broussailles assez 
ciaires pour laisser passer des cailloui, 
J*en allais ehercher d^aussi gros que je 
pouiaii lesporlar; je lea rassemMais 
sur le parapet en piles, puis, les lan- 
9ant V\m opr^ Tautre, je me dflectaii 
i leg voir rotiler, bondir, et voler en 
niille 6elaU avant que d'attrandre le 
fond du prMpice.' 
■_ a Les Ethelles. A village also 
utuated on the Ouier*, which here 
dncends from the mountains of the 
Grand Cbaitreiix, to which a road 
InubfRMn L« E'ehelles. Tbt very 
mtereatin^ eicuiiicHi thither is de- 
mribed in the '< HAtroaoor tot 

The valley beyond this village is 
a complete cid-de-tac — a wall of 
limetlone 800 ti.>et high stretches 



directly across it ; and firom Le* 
Ecbelles the eye in vain seeks at Srrt 
for the means of eiit. At length > 
little hole, like the entrance toa bee- 
hive, may be discerned in the fece of 
the precipices haltway up, towards 

approach, this is discovered U> be the 
mouth of a tunnel of large dimen- 
sions, pierced directly through the 
mountain. It is 2S feet high and 
wide, and nearly 1 000 long, excavated 
in the limestone rock. This ooMe 
work was commenced by Napoleon, 
and finished by the king of Sardinia in 
laiT. There eiist two older rooda; 
the most ancient of these, however, 
by no means deserved that name — it 
was a mere path, of the most rugged 
and difiicuh kind, partly conducted 
through a cavern by meaos of ladders 
placed one above (he other. Thia 
was called the Chemin de la Grotte^ 
or Les Hchelles, IVoin which (he neigh- 
boumig village derived its name. Thel 
difficulty of the passage was inereased 
at times by the mountain torrent^ 



carried through it sea(ed 
upon an arm chair, aHached (o the' 
backs of stout Savoyard peasant^ 



burden, aa the South American In- 


dUns do at the 


present day, on some 


ofthe passes oft 


he Andes. 


The approach 


to the old road firom 


the aide of Fra 


nee was by a de«p 


fissure low down 


in the comer of tlw 


valley, on the 


right band of the 


Gallery. 




An improved 




16TO, by Duke Charles Emanuel 11 


of Savoy, at«on 


sidenihle east, by re- 




ises of rock, m an to-' 


render it passab 


eforcafrlBgeS. N^ 


poleon, howerer 


with his usuri ori; 



new line, and boldly pierced 4li rough 
the mountain, forming a carrlagri-VM', 
along which two ^tigences ioMf 
loaded may pals abreast. On Unoog 
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out of the Gallerj, the old rosi 
leen on the right. By tracln{ 
downvarda about half s mile, 
traveller may approach t^^e old n 
oil the udec^Savovi the moat Hnc: 
is now blocked up and impassable, 
pompous inacriptioni viitlen by the 
Ahbi St. SMui, connnemorating the 
enterprise of Charles Emanuel in 
forming hia road, ■ — which, though 
st«ep and narrow, and very incon- 
Tenient, was a grand undertaking lor 

bee of the rork. 

Our route ii now carried through a 
rocky and narrow ravine, which gra- 
dually expands into a pretty valley. 

11 St. Thibeaudde Com. 

Not tar from this a little water- 
&I1 de«ends irom tlie cliS' on the 
right, described by Kousseau, in his 
usual atrain irf eiaggeration, as " La 
plus belle que je vis de ma vie. " 

Another contracted ravine mu jt be 
passed to reoeh 

IJ C&anlKriy (Italian Ciamberi). 
Innsi La Poste, one of the best inns 
ia Savoy, and moderate. Le Fetit 
Paris, good. 

Chamberry, the capital of Savoy, 
is an archbishop's see, and contains 
about 10,000 inhabiunts, and is situ- 
ated within a circle of mountains. 

Several lowers and otber frag- 
ments eiist of the ancient Cattic of 
tktDiJra of Savoy. The Gothic cAopcI 
built within its enclosure (l-" 
rived the conflagration of 
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them calculated to afibrd the stranger 
much gratiilcation ; there is alio a 
Thtaire. 

The Hoyal CoSegt is placed under 
the control of the Jesuits, who till the 
offices of teachers in the vaiious 
branches of learning and science. 

SI. Rial, aulhor of Ihe " Conjura- 
tion Centre Venise," was born at 
Chamberry, 16S9; and Ihe Comte. 
Xavier le Maistce, author of the » L£- 
preui d'Aosle," is also a native. This 
town boasts among her citizens s 
counterpart of the Man of Ross in 
General de Boigne, who, having 
made an iitimense fortune in the JGast 
Indies in the service of the Ra- 
jah of Scindia, bestowed the greater 
portion of it, to the amount of 
3,41T,S50fi., in benefiting his native 
place. lie founded two hosfutals, 
and set on foot many improvementa. 
A new street faaa been named after 
him, and a maaiaiinif, consstiiig of 
a tountain ornamented with figures 
of elephants, has recently been erected 
to his memory. He died tSSO.* 

Chamberry is, on the whole, a dull 

veller : it is celebrated fbr a peculiar 
manulacture of silk games. 
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1 Lyons. That valu- 
able relic the Santo Sudario (holy 
napkin), now at Turin, was for a 
long time deposited in it. Francis I. 
c^ France made a pilgrimage on foot 
from Lyons to see it ; another of these 
boly napkins is kept in St. Peter's at 
Btnne, and shown to the |>opulaee on 
all great displays of the rdict. 

Be&re the French revolution, 
there were SO convents in Cham- 
berry i there are still seven, four of 
vhieh are nunneries. 

Among the most conspicuous build- 



south of the town is Let CAanatttei, 
the residence of Rousseau and of hia 
friend Madame de Warrens. There 

is nothing in the place at present 
worth notice independently of its con- 
nection with J. Jaques : the house 
has the appearance of a poor &nil- 
house, and Rousseau's room was the- 
one over the entrance. 

Those who have time on thor 
hands, and desire an agreeable two 
hours' w<dk, may visit the ratine called 
Le Bout du Monde. The rood to it 
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-tnms out of that to Turin at the end 
of the Faubourg de Montmeitlan, 
foUons the left bank of the Leysse 
by the side of the great d;ke, as lar 
tu the Tillage of Leyase, vhere it 
crofiaea the etream, and^ pasaing on 
the right the picturesque castle of 
Cliaffiirdon, enters the gorge of (he 
Doriat, which ig closed in on all sides 
by high clifTs, tbrming the base of the 
Dent de Mivolet, and has no outlet. 
Behind a paper mill, built by one of 
the ManlgolGers, the stream falls in 
a pretty cascade oTer the wall of rock 
here formed df remarkably regular 
and thin horimntol strata, through 
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nade &om this spot to the 
baths of Ail, and the lac de Bourget 



(Rout, 



0.) 



nurse of the neit sUge we 
pass, on the left, Ibc castle of Batie, 
and further on, close to the road, that 
of Chlgnin, links of a line of farts 
extending through the country, on 
whose towers walch-ArcE were lighted 
to alarm the inhabitants in time or 
war, in case of foreign inroads. For 
these rude means in the middle ages, 
telegraphs have been substituted. Up 
the valleys of the Arc and Is^re, the 
chain of old castles 



rruptic 



. Thei 



right is the Mont 
Grenier, 5700 feet bigb. The side 
facing Chamberry is a peqiendiculflr 
escarpment, produced by an immense 
mass of the mountain having broken 
off in 1248: it overwhelmed the 
country at its base with ruin, and 
buried sixteen vill^es. The marks 
oT this catastrophe are still visible in 
the series of hillocks, now covered 
with vineyards, called Les Abymes 
de Myans. The Mont Grenierstands 
in the angle between the valley of 
Chamberry and that of Gresivaiidan, 
which leads to Grenoble : it is tra- 
ytned by the Islre. On the left 



bank of the river, a few miles downi 
stand the ruins of the CAoimB Bagard, 
the cradle of the illustrious knight, 
" sans peur eX sans reprocbe." 

2 Monlmeillan. (Inn, H. dea 
Voyageura). This little town stands 
on the right bank of the Is^re, at the 
junction of four roads: that of the 
Mont Cenia, issuing out of the valley 
of the Mauriennej that from the 
Tarentaiee and Little St. Bernard 
(Route 122.); that from Grenoble 
down the fertile and beautiful valley 
ofGiesilaudan ; and that from Cham- 
berry. The castle of Monlmeillan 
was long the bulwark of Savoy against 
France. Henry IV., while besieging 
it m ISOO, was nearly killed by a 
cannon shot from its walls, whieb 
covered him with dirt, and made the 
king cross himself devoutly ; upon 
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larked, t 



good a Catholic It was bravely and 
skilfully defended for thirteen months 
against Louis XIU. by Count Geof- 
frey Bens de Cavour. The worka 
were tinnlly demolished by Louis 
XIV., who took, the place in 1705. 
A few scanty fragments of wall, partly 
overgrown with briars and nettles, 
crowning the rock above the town, are 
the only remains of the former bul. 
wark of Savoy, and the key of its Alps. 

Montmeillan. 

The bridge over the Islre, crossed 
in proceeding towards the Mont 
Cenis, commands, in clear weather, 
a fine view of Mont Blanc, which is 
seen from no other point in our 
route. Tlie road then pursues a 
course towards tbe Arc; then, taking 
that liver for Its guide, enters the 
valley of the Maurienne, which ei< 
tends up to the Mont Cenis. 

Ij Maluverne. 

IJ Aiguebelle. (Inn: Poste, im- 
proved.) The country hereabouts i« 
dreary and unhealthy tkim marshes 
which produce malaria and its conseJ 
quenees, gatire (§ 19.). The CaHU 
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above the town, oiled La 0iartvn. 
mirt, wu the birlfa-pUce of several 
ODUnts of Savoy. 

3] La Grande MauoD. The beat 
inn on the load except CbambeTry. 
— i. S.O. 

9 St. Jean Maurienne. {Inn: 
H6tel de r Europe, tolerably good.) 
The ahief tom in the valley contflini 
DothiBg renuirkable. 

The vineyard* of St. Julien, grown 
on the <«6r.« and gravel- beds brought 
down by the Arfl, produce a wine of 
■ome Tepute. 

a St. Michel. Inn; Hotel de 
Ijondres, i^ood. 

Uodane (Inni Leon d'Or, 



vhinh debooebes near the SOth Ho- 

frffi. 

Between Latulebourg and Susa 
there are twenty-three bouies of Rb- 
fuge planted at intervals by the road 
aide, ocsupied by cantonniers, vbosa 
duty it is to take care of the road ^d 
aanst travellers. Xlach houae is num- 
bered, beginnmg froia the Pied- 
monteK side of the mountain. Near 
No. 22. avalanches Bometlmes Ml : 
the dangerous spot may be passed in 
three or four minutes. No. 2a is 
called La Haoiosse. Here sledges 
are kept ; and in winter, when deep 



SI Uodane (Inn 
niddliag.) The last sc 



il Journ 
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ITje scenery' of the valley now be- 
comes interesting. I'he road ascends 
high above the Arc, and the gorge, in 
vhose depths it flows, serves as a 
natural end tieulendous fosse to the 
fint LesseilJon, built on the opposite 
height, and commandiiig, with its 
many-niouthed batteries, rising tier 
above tier, tfae peuage to Italy. A 
light bridge, spanning the black gorge 
which separates the fort from the 
rood, is a striking object: it is called 
the Font du Diablc. 

1] Verney. Near this, Horace 
Walpole lest his Jap-dog, which was 
' ' ~ ■ 'f pounoing down 



upon 



it from 



At Teri 



le forcsi 



Col 



hfrom 



eVsnoise (Route 133.) joii 



. 9 Ziia9&&oiirji. Inn : Hotel Royal, 
good, but dear. This village lies at 
the foot of the Mont Cenis. After 
pasing a large barrack, the road 
crosses the Arc, and bidding adieu to 
that stream, begins to ascend the 
mountain by easy and well-constructed 
ligiags. Eitra horses are neeessary 
to reach the summit; and it takes 
about Sj hours for a carriage to mount 
from LanslebouTg to the posthouse of 
the Mimt Ct ' ' ' 
walk up in a 



isibic 



i the 



■lequali 



sigiag and following the old n 



leUers may 
OescenQ m one ol tnem to Lansle- 
bourg in ten minutes 1 The sledge is 
guided by a peasant, who places him- 
self in front ; and, from the eiperi- 

and transporting wood in this manner^ 
they are so skilful, that there U little 
risk in this eitraordinary mode of 
trsvelling. The perpendicular de* 
scent is 600 metres — nearly SOOO 
feet 

The ITlIt Refuge is the barHer of 
Savoy : here a toll of 5 franes per 
hotse is levied, and goes to keep the 
road in repair. Soon after the point 
culminant of the pass is reached, 6780 
feet above the sea level; thence the 
road descends to the plain of Mont 
Cenis; and a person may arrive at 
the paslhouse from lansiebaurft on 
foot, in e hours and 20 minutes, and 
may desceikd hy the same road in 

The road passes near the margin of a 
considerable lake, which is generally 
frozen during six months of the year: 
it Is famed for ite delicious trout ; the 
fishery belongs to the monks of the 
Hospice. 

3 Posthouse of the Mom Cant 
(Monte Cenisio), and the Old Post 
house, tolerable inns, where travellers 
may regale on the eicelleut tiout of 
the lake, and sometimes on ptarmi- 
gan, for which they will, hovem', 
pay handsomely. This magnificent 
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Kwd, UMtber moDument of the genii 
of (be imperial roBci-nialceri Napo- 

in 1803, imd finishid in JSIO, a 
eipense of aoOflOOt The engi 
was the Chevalier Fabbroni. It is 
one of th* safest loads over the Alps, 
and the moat pncticable in vinlei 

About half a mile be;ond the Post, 
la the Soipici, origioaUy founded by 
Chailemagne, who cioiseii the Mont 



paaporli of all tratellcrs crossing Ihv 

of the Benedictine order, who eier- 

poor travellers. The house contains 
two or three neat bed-rooms for 
guests of the higher class. 

At Grande Croii, an inn at tbe 
lover eitremily of the plain, is a 
group of tavern) occupied by carters 
aod muleteers ; there the descent be- 
gins. lliD road, as originally con- 
structed, skirted along the sides of 

ful exposure to avalanches, this por- 
tion of it has been abandoned, and a 
new line, supported on a lofly cause- 
way, and reached by winding tourni- 
quet^ descends directly through the 
midst of tbe plain of St. Nicolas, 
quite out of tbe reach of avalaacbes, 
except betweeo the 3d and 4th Re. 
tagea, where they still aometimes &11 
in ipriog. A gallery cut in tbe rock 
where the old road passed, is now 
abandoned : it exhibits a most sin- 
gular scene of confusion, tbe roof 
having partly bllen in. 

Ilie barrier of Piedmont sUnds in the 
midst of tlie little plab of St, Nicolas. 
On issuing Irom tills plain, a magni- 
ficent mountain on the letV is seen — 
the Rochemelon i on its summit is 
the chapel of Notre Dame des Naiges, 
figrmerly visited by pilgrims, but of 
late abvidpned on account of the risk 
and difficulty c^ the ascent From 



its ti^ a view may be obtained of a, 
part of the plains of luly. These 
are not visible from any part ct tbe 
Mont Cenis road above Molarek 



ovalise, but 



The 

through Fetriere and I 

proceeds directly to 

3 Melaret, the first Fiedmontese 
village, near which there is a sniatl 
inn. A new gallery baa been cut in 
the rock between this and 

2 Susa. Inn: La Posts, dirty and 
dear,1841. Thislitlletownof aOOOin- 
habitants, planted at the point of 
junction of the roads over the Mont 
Gendvre ( Route 130.) and the Mont 
Cenis, is chiefly remarkable on ac- 
count of its sntEquity, having been 
founded by a Roman colony in tbe 
reign of Augustus, under the name 
of Segusio. The only thing worth 
notice is (he Arth of TriumpX, of tbe 
Corinthian order, erected about eight 
years a.c., in honour of Augustua: 
it is out^de the town, in tbe gover- 
nor's garden. _ Susa and the rest of 
described in 
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z\ (including J a post of favour) 
TuniH. Tlie Hotel Feder has the 
deserved reputatiimof being one of tbe 
best hotels in the world. Tbe H^tel 
de I'Europe, cbez Mottura, and the 
Pension Suisse, are also excellent ho- 

For TuBJN, see the Hahdbooi roa 

The passage of the Mont Cenia, 
on the whole, is perhaps one of the 
least interesting of the grea( passes of 
the Alps, though the most frequented j 
there are, however, some striking 
points of view ; looking back upoo 
Lanslebourg from tbe ascent on tbe 
side of Savoy, and on the descent into 
Piedmont, tbe vast mumtaiu of tbe 
Rochemelon on the opposite ude of 
the valley of Noval^se, and tbe views 
of the Combe of Susa and plains of 



- Xont Cenii to Suta. 

h to ' bilitj 



u ude is long mi tedious, 



TDtind the plaio of tbe Mont Cinix, 
■nd ■ day or two m»jr be ipent there 
agreeably-, there ii mo eirellenl guide, 
Ktienne Mastnllet, to be obtained 
upon applicatioa to the Hospice on 
the CeniL 

KOUTE 128. 



(Ten or Ivelie Hours.) 
ThoK who vould make an 
■ion by the Little Moot Cenis 
giilarly wild route, instead of c 
dncending by the high road froi 
Mont Cenis lo Susa, may accom 

The poslhouse of ihe Mont Cenis 
(Route 137.)»leftl>y a path which 
descends ditectly to the lake, thi-n 
akirting its upper border and at-n,sfi 
tbe meadoiTB, it soon ascends rapidly 
towards the paaturagw which lead to 
the chalets oFtbe Little Mont Cenis, 
which are distant froin the posthouse 
two hours. The mountain Elopes 
around the plain of the Mont Cenis 
oflfer some of the ricliesl pasturages in 
the Alps ; those which lead to the 
Little Mont Cenis are of great ei- 
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A very little way beyc 
lets of the Liltlc Mont t.enis. me coi 
is attained, and the lalley which de- 
scends to Bramsnte in the valley of 
the Are, and which liesat rightanglcs 
with the path serosa the coi, is seen 
through s great part of its length. 
On the opposite side of this Yallcy 
rises the peak of the Grand Vallon; 
and a little on the left, from a deep 
turn in the valley below, called the 
Combe d'Ambin, rises one of the 
finest peaks in the Alps, the Mont 
iTAinbia; on it, tbou^ ita accessi- 



of an are of tbe meridian scroas tbe 
great chain. The entire crest of the 
Ambin is corered with glaeieis, and 
every erue is traced by a white bed 
of snow that rests within it. At tbe 
lower eitremiiy of Ihe lailey of Brs- 
mante tbe mountains of tbe Vanoise 

sary to mount from the co] of tlia 
Little Moat Cenis directly np arane 
rocks, and continue for a sbnrt time 
on that side of the moontain ; tbe 
path afterwards descends among vazit 
rocks which strew this sterile-looking 
valley ; and, after leaving on the right 
Ihe turn in the ravine below, which 
forms the Combe d' Ambin, through 
which a stream, likea thread of siTver 
flows, the path ascends up a rugged 
and broken course until it reaches the 
chalets of Serines. Here there is a 
rich little spot of meadow land, and > 
inty herbage on the slopes of tbe 



-alley. 
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JuwQ the valley, 
It the chalets of 

■, having 
■ collars. 
I)ly the 

that gobbled up Waipole's poor little 
dog Toby, as his master passed witb 
the poel Gray at the foot of this forest 
on hla way into Italy. The herds- 
man, who always has bis rifle ready, 
is prepared, when he hears the alarm 
from his dogs, to go and destroy tbe 
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ended above tbe n 



dows of Savi 


CE, Ihe path rises amiOst 


rocks and sto 


es, and at length reaches 


a little lake 


n an elevated plain, in 


which all see 


ms desolate, solitary, and 


sterile. The 


block precipices of the 
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monntam of Bard on the left haDd> 
•nd those of tbe Mont d'Ambin on 
the right, bound iu udes -. from the 
Ambia enormous glscie^ sweep 
doirn to the lake, and small cataracts, 
from the melting of the ice on either 
side, mark their courses by light lines 
of fi>am that steam down the preci- 
pice% sod make their dark masses 
Mill blacker. Amidst this apparent 
sterUity thousands erf' gentianellos, ra- 
nunouIuag1acialis,Tiolet» of the richest 
fragrance, and a hundred other Alpine 
Bowers, grow and bloom unseen, in 
ever; siramp; spot, and between the 
atones with which the plain and col 

This lake is filled b; the meltings 
pf the glaciers of the Mont d'Ambin. 
It ii called the Lac Blanc, or Lac de 
Sarines: it is about amilclong. At 
its upper eitremitj is a low ridge, 
certainly not a hundred ieet above the 
level of the lake; this is a crest of the 
great chain, the Col de Clair^ : across 
it two paths lie : that on the right by 
a wild and difficult course, leads over 
the Col de Touilles, to Salabertrsnd 
in the Val d'Eiilles. 

e left; 
1 the Col de 



There 
by it th 



alia 



rage. This spot, where wine may 
be cooled in the stream, is a delicious 
place of rest, snd where the re&esh- 

traTeller to take with him tiom the 
inn on the Mont Ceols, will be fully 
ouioyed. From this place of rest a 
steep slope leads down to the pas^ 
tutage seen from the resting-pbce. 

precipices, which seem to forbid any 
attempt to descend from them. And 
tfaere wiU be little disposition imme- 
^tely to seek a path, for from this 
spot one of the most glorious views 
in the Alpa is presented. Tmm& 
diatcly below la the deep basin and 
narrow valley of the Clairfe, which is 
almost always filled with vapour that 
SvUt. 



a boil 01 



a caldron; whea 
rise high enough 
of air, they dia- 



the clouds from 

to catch the current of 

Beyond tbis valley, the mountain 
above Chaumoot, in the Val d'EiiUes, 

wards the left, tlie Combe of Susa is 

of Piedmont, stretching away to the 
horizon far beyond the hill of the 
Superga. 



right, a 






ibed, though they 
seem to be utterly impracticable, by 
those who would go from the Col de 
Clair^c to the Col de Touilles. 

So abrupt are the edges of the pre- 
cipices that divide the lower valley 
from this pasturage, that descent 
seems hopeless. " We stood," says 
one who has travelled much in these 
unfrequented passes of the Alps, " on 
the brink of enormous precipices, 
their outlines at our feet cut abruptly 
against the clouds, into which, 
through occasional openings msdc by 
the wind, we could see [be black, deep, 
and shadowed valley. The scene was 

puzzled for a short time by the clouds 
which obscured the point, for which 
we should make. At length he led 
us down the precipice by a most ex- 
traordinary path, which it was diffi- 
cult to discover : it was like winding 
steps wliicli had been rudely cut in a 
!d like c • 



thro 






ip, difficult, stony, and n 
iiguing path brought us to some 
Piedmonlese chalets. 

" Though the clouds seemed to sink 

their changes enveloped us ; and we 
were glad to hear the voice of a boy, 
who, having heard us, shouted to us 
from the chalets, to tell us what di. 
rection we should take. 

" A still more difficult path led us 
further down to soma other chalet^ 
below which there wiic eitensivo 
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pMturagei on a ilMp ilope. Having 
otomeA these, we cnterrd a wood, 
down tliiougfa which ttm nwit abrupt 
and fadguiog pari of our route lay, 
whuA would Bcaroetj have beeD 
praciicable but for the entangled 
Mots. From the wood we emerged 
upon a rockj ilope, and, after a march 
of eight or nine hours, reaohed a few 
aoattered stone huti at the head of 
&e Val de CUirde. On looking 
badi, we appeared to bate descended 
the face of a precipice, down wbieh 
'be niuiieToiis stream) of the Clvr£e 
nn from the summit, as if thej issued 
from the sky, to the torrent by which 
we reded ; ^e white llnee were trace- 
able tbtoDgh three or font thousand 
feet of their descent. 

" Hie pass of the Claii^ is, on 
the It(t1ian ^de, the itecpeal that I 
h^Te eier traTcrsed. This wss one 
of the many difficult panes by which 
the Vaudois, in ISBT, under their 
pastor and captain, Henri Amsud, 
returned to their -ralleji. They hsd, 
after entmng Savoy, wandered by a 
course rather difficult to trace, undl 
they bad crossed the Cot de Bod- 
homme, whence they descmded into 
the Taientaise, traierwd the Mont 
Iteran into the valley of the Are ; 
thence by the Mont Cenis, the little 
Hont Ceoii, and the Col de Clair£e, 
into the valley of tbe Clsir«e. Here 
they eooountered tbe tro<^ of the 
Grand Duke of Savoy, who prevented 
fiieir entry into tbe vailey of Eiilles 
by the Clairie, and they were com- 
pelled to return and cross the Col de 
Touilles, from which the southern 
branch ^ the Clair4e, called the Ci- 
auri, flows. The account of their 
anl&nngf^ before they cleared these 
mountain panes, and eo signally de- 
feated tlieir enemies at the bridge of 
Salbertrand, forma apart of one of tbe 
moat interesting narTatives ever pub- 
lished ; it was written by Ueory 
Arnaud himselC their colonel and 
and translated nc 



by the late Hugh Dyke Acl 
mm A rare copy, under tbe titl 






" The Glorious Recovery by flw 
Vaudois of their Valleys." An >»■ 
count of these interesting people, and 
of this their most remarkable adveih 
tore, has been lately given to tiie 
world by Dr. Wm. Beattie, in his 
History of the Waldeiues, recently 
published by Virtue, and which eon- 
tains engraved views of tbe erentAil 
scenes through which they passed. 

" The recollection of their perilou* 
adventures," says the author of " B>- 
cursions in the Alps," « was viTidly 
recalled whilHt sitting on a spot wbiefa 
they also bad visited, restipg ourselrea 
from a fatiguing desoent which they 
had encountered, and in rigkt of tha 
savage mountain of Lea Touilles, by 
which they were compelled to retreat, 
and enoountar yet further dangers 
Tbe ftw miserahle huts near us weiv 
oninbabited, and nother aflbrded 
shelter nor food. Continuing oux 
route, wa kept close to tbe tonenl^ 
trom which aJarge stream waa sepa- 
rated for irrigation. By the aide of 
the channel of Ihia atrtsm we con- 
tinued some way : then the road sank 
below it ; afterwards we aaceadad 
rapidly by a steep patli cut out at the 
foot of precipices, which rose in un- 
broken grandeur diroctly over us. 

" Along the bee of these rocks the 
channel for tbe waterooune was cut [ 
and though at our greatest elevatiuo 
above tiie valley of Clair^, we were 
at least a thousand feet higher than 
the natural bed of the torrent we 
were still below tbe head of the arti. 
ficial channel whence its waters flowed 
rapidly towards us. It «ss difficult 
to bdieve the bet before our eyeaj 
and, as we looked back into the diot^ 
deep narrow valley that we had lel^ 
and whilst we saw the Clair& fbain- 
ing down its course, the aqueduct 
seemed to atcavi steqily from the 
valley. This water is led round the 
brow of the mountain to irrigate tba 
meadows above Jaillon. From the 
highest point of our passage tbe view 
up the valley of the Doire to EiiUea 
vaa vary fine ; and immediately after 
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panng thiB point, tlie Combe of Suta 
(qmied to us horn between the Roche 
Melon and tbe Col de Fen4tre, to the 
pbim beyond Turin. We soon feU 
into the high rend froni the Mont 
C«Ilis( Route 13T.); und (bout leren 
o'clock reached tbe Hotel de la Pocte 



ROUTE 129. ■ 
, k'ovsavs, asd the an. at lauia- 

(Two Days.) 
GTCiK>61t (Oratiunpolis). the chief 
atj m tbe departujent of tlie la^re, 
an important place, beauttfullf «tu- 
atad, Bud bating a population of 
45,000, i» dncribed in the Hand- 
aooE rOH FaxHCi. It is here only 
mentimied as the itutiag point for 
«i elcuruon ocron the Col de Lau- 
taret to the pan of the Mont Ge- 

Thete is a good nwd trofn Gre- 
noble by Viiille, Gt^ and Eoibrun to 
Brianfon, and a diligence goes to the 
latter town doily &om Orenoble; but 
it is 50 [miles further, and throti^ a 
oountry that is genenllj uninterest- 
ing, whibt that bf the Col de Lau- 
tarct abounda with some of tbe Aneat 

To save this distance Napoleon 
commenced tha construction of anew 
road by this pass, and many msjini- 
Scent woAs were completed upon it, 
but since his abdioatim it has been 
■bandoned. The new Une was galled 
" Boutt itEtpagne m./taJti." 

Tbe road to Viiille ronnerlycroaaed 
the plain of Grenoble, then ascending 
ttia heists by a coume parallel to 
the riter Drac descended to the town 
of Viiille. But within a few years, 
a perfectly level commuiucaUon has 
been inade by tbe road to Marseilles, 
up tbe plain, through fine avenues, 
:(o the village of la Clui, where there 
is a remarkable bridge over the Drao. 
The road to Vinlle thaice contiauas 



iip the banks Of tbe 

FiiiBc, 9j leagues, has about 9000 
inhabitants. Its inns are wretched. 
It is Boniidered as the cradle of tbe 
GtM French revolution, for here tRe 
parliament of Dauphiny ftrst made a 
declaration iaial to the power of the 
Bourbons. 

Heie was tbe cbilteau of the cde:. 
brated ocmMablc of the aeventeenlh 
century, Lcsdiguiires. It had, since 
the revolution, becbme tbe property 
of M. P^iTJer, the brother of the mi- 
nister, who had astablished cotton or 
dai works here ; but it was partly de,- 
Btroyed by fire in 1S95, 

A char may be used on the road t* 
the Col de Laularet as fw as Bourg 
d'Oysaos, to which town there is also 
a diligence from Grenoble. IlieToad 
ascends by the right bank of the Bo- 
manche through a narrow, but beauti> 
fnl and well-wooded valley, which runs 
with neatly the same wild character 
into tbe heart t^ the moun tains for 
S or 7 league*. In some places the 
valley widens enough for tbe eat»- 
blishment of a tillage or a hundet: 
of these, Cbiehilane, Gavet, and La 
CUvet are the principBl. Near Gavet 
tbere are some iron works. This ttr- 
markable ravine or Combe, wfaicb is 
also an Eir^lisb, or rather, Cdtie 
name for a defile, bears tbe nuna of 
the Combe de Gavet, and extends 
from the plain of Viiille to tbe 
plain of tbe Bourg d'Oysans, a 
fertile valley, surrounded by lofty 
mountains. It is witJiin record that 
a large lake was formed in the 
eleventh century by the blliog of the 
neighbouring mountains at the en- 
trance of tbe Combe de Gavet : this 
dammed the river, and tbe waters 
accumulated in the plain above, and 
formed a large lake, of which the 
surfiice was three leagues long, and 
one wide, and its depth from 60 to 
eo feeL This lake eiisted for about 
SOO years. At length, ia September, 
1399, it burst it* lurrier, rudied into 
Ihe ComlM of Gavet, swept away in 
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Hi ftiry erery thing that it touched, 

npidJj pu»d into tbe Drsc< and 
thence into the lajre, then flowing 
over tbe plain below the two riiers 
■ubmer;ied ■ great part of Grenoble. 
At Ifae lower eitremity of the plain 
of Bourg d'Ojruns, a path across the 
mountain! leads to the lalle; of 
AUemont, where there are iron worka, 
but tbe readiest Acoed to them is from 
tbe valley d Greainudan, above Gre- 
noble. Very near Bourg d'Oyuns, 
a gold mine is still work^ 

BwB-g d'Oyiatu, 7J leagues from 
Viiille, is situated on the left bank of 

tremlty of the plain. The vegetation 
of its valley is remarkably rich ; the 
lofty mountains that sniround it oSer 
in some places precipitous flues that 
present eitraordinary instances of 



itlflcati 



. One, 



de Lens* wrapt in glaciei 
head of the valley, and 



■a the 
valley, and divides the 
lOfreni wnich flows from the dark 
gorges of the Ven^on, which descends 
fifom the valley of St. Christopher, 
from that of the Romanche, which 
flows through the Combe of Maltal. 
The inn at Bourg d' Oysans ( Hotel 
de la Foste) ii the only endurable 
one on tbe route ; it Is tberefora de* 
sirable to divide the journey here, and 
rest at 11 leagues from .Grenoble. 



r, the 



I of C' 



n the other side of the 
Col da I/Hutaret, distant a lone day's 
journey. Ifthe traveller should arrive 
early enough to push on to La Grave, 
nearly 6 hours further, he may rest 
there in a poor inn, made, however, 
more endurable now than it was for- 
marlyibuthe should be assured of day. 
light for his journey thither through 
the migniBcent scenery of the Combe 
ofMalTBl. 

An inlereatii^ eieunion may be 
made from Bourg d'Oyaans to La 
" * ' I aie upper part Ot tbe 



The only inn on the whole route ia 
at the finely ntuated village of Venos, 
2) hours from Bourg d'Oysans, where 
there are tolerable quarters, but the 
traveller must carry his own provi- 
sions thither. St. Christopher is 8 
hours above Venos, and La Berarde 
lies at the foot of Mont Pelroui. the 
highest peak in the southern Alps. 
The scenery of the whole valley, and 
especially at and above La Berarde, 
may vie in grandeur with any in the 
Alps. Ilie valley is leas known thaD 
Chamouni was befljre tbe time of 
Wyudbam and Pocoeke ; but n day 
devoted to visiting it from Bourg 
d'Oysans will always be remembered 
with gratification by the lover of 
sublime scenery. 

From Bourg d'Oysans to tSoaa- 
tier, the road is practicable only fiw 
y places a good char- 






3, but from point 



road has been allowed to fall so 
entirely to decay as to become imprac- 

A little beyond the Bourg, the 
road twice erossn the Romanche, and 
ascends by its left bank very high 
above the Inftmtt, as the inacceauble 
Combe of Mslval is called, and at 
least 800 feet over the torrent. The 
ancient road — ftir this course was 
known to the Romans, fiom Brianfon 
to Grenoble — passed much higlier 
behind Mont Lens, where there is a 
village of this name, 4fi<X> feet abort 
the level of the sea. In carrying the 
new road along, above the torrent, 
where the escarpments of the moun- 
tains are bare, smooth, and nearly 
perpendicular, .wherever it has been 
posable to cut away the rock in open 
day, to terrace the road, this has been 
done ; but where masses which could 
not be removed projected these have 
been boldly cut through, and ■ gal- 
lery has been made in one place SOU 
ftet longer than that of Gondo, in 
the route of the SimploD. (Route 57.) 
Three lateral openings were found to 
be necessary to Ifght the gallery i from 
either of these a sight of the fiiaming 



course of the torreo^ 800 feel below, 
ia most appalling. At the further 
end of the gallery, the road sveepi 
down to the banks of the ri»er, and 
then passes nearly on its level through 
another gallery. Such are the eitra- 
ordiuary works od this route, so long 
left tiseles) to the world, for the nant 
of doing something more to make 
them available- But though utterly 
neglected by Louis XVIII. and 
Charles X., the works are now re. 
sumed, and LouisPhilippehasthe ho- 
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igthen 
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;ings maJe ti 

into the defile 

s almost finish 






the hfimeta, 

to La Dauphine, ana ui acLive pro- 
gress further on, amidst stupendous 
difficulties, as &r as La Grave. 

From the last gallery, the road 
rises up through a valley fiUcd with 
rocks and blocks of enormous size 
that have fallen Irom the oiouotains 
above, and which are interspersed 
with a few trees and a scanty cultiva- 
tion. In then 
lies the hamlet 

La Dauphine 

had at a 

La Dauphine, the savage and rocky 
character of the valley predominates ; 
and the traveller enters a nearly 
straight ravine of almost unequalled 
wildness, bounded by the precipitous 
bases of mountains thousands of feet 
in h^ght, almost everywhere inacces- 
lible, those of Mont de Lens on the 
right absolutely so, and crowned by 
fldda of ice and snow, which, owing 
to the height aod abruptness of the 
can only here and there be seen 
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Nun 
which descend 



reams are crossed, 
1 Mis from the gla- 
tlie precipices, and 



on the sides of the valley by tl 



Romanche. Not far from La Dait. 
phinc, on the left, a magnificent ca- 
taract gushes out from the top of the 
precipice, and blls in a large volume 
into the valley below ; this is called 
La Saul de la PuaUe. The universal 
story of a peasanE-^rl leaping down 
unhurt, to escape the violence of a 
chasseur, is applied to this fall alsa 

So vast ore some of the blocks that 
strew the valley, that one among 
others measures 50 paces in length. 






heltered ; for 
De little herb- 



isturage. 



StiU further u. 
line cataract, on the left, are the lead 
mines of Les Freaui, helorigjng to 
M. Marat de I'Ombrc, where many 
workmen are employed to trase the 
ore and smelt it. The adits are seen 
high upon the precipitous sides of the 
mountains, and ropes and machinery, 
extend into the valley below ; these 
be worked to ad- 



mtage. 



The 



1 ;the 



At the head of this savage valley 
the road rises to the miserable village 
of La Grave, where there is a wretched 
inn. Here the author was once de- 
tained all night in a storm, and the 
filth and misery of such a gite cannot 
be imagined 1 and at a future visit no 
bread could be procured, except the 
black stuff, so misnamed, baked once 
a year, whioh It is necessary to c^iop 
with a hatchet (which always lies l^ 
the loaf) and soak in water. Eggs, 
however, may be bad, and always 
good wine. The resumpdon of the 
construction ofthe road, by increaaing 
the intercourse, is said, by b traveller 
in 1839, to luve made the inn at 
La Grave more tolerable. This ei- 
traordtnary road is now in the course 
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of b«ng boldlr carried the whole w«y I 
riong therighl bant of the Rommche, 
through the nrage defile dewTibed. 

The situation of La Gra*e i« wry \ 
fine, directly opposite to the »«st gla- 
den of the Mont de I>eni, which 
present a scene of the most striking 
gnndeur. During the winter, the 
eold precludes the burying of the 
dead, the ground is too hard ; the 
bodies are therelbre Buspcnded in the 
granges unill the returning spring ; so 
wretchedly are the people offfor fuel, 
that dried cow dung is chiefly used. 

On leaviog La GraTe, the path de- 
ieendi to pass some rocks ; theo 
rising, it leads sbrupUy to a turn in 
Ibe Wley that orerlooks a *ery fine 
Ml of the Ronianche, all its waten 
being poured into a deep abyss ; to 
flank this abyss, the road, making a 
little detour, rises abo^e the head of 
the fall, and soon after the traTeller 

FiBard iTArint, a Tillage as wretch- 
tA as that of La GrsTe. Here the 
Aiounlain of the Lautacet commences, 
fir, rather, the mountain ridge or 
barrier that ditides the valley of the 
Jtomsncfae from that of Moneatier 
or the Guisanne. This pass rises to 
the height of more then 6000 feet 
^bme the level of the sea ; the ool is 
eorered with the most beautifbl pas- 
turage, and is 6ne of the richest spots 
In the Daophiny Alps for the harvest 
•f the botamst. 

- On Uie summit, ttre leagues from 
Millard d^Ar^ne, there is a Mmio* Hta^ 
pifaHtr, one of those founded by 
Humbert II. in the eleventh cHitary ; 
Ihfe is kept by a peasant appointed to 
the duty ; but traretlen are cau- 
lianed not to trust to getting fed 
there, though wine always, and breed 
sod curds may sometimes be fbiMd 
on the Lautaret. 

' The scene Irom the col is most 
■ublioie ; immedittely sbora it, on the 
right, is ihe Mount d'Arcines, scathed, 
■ad pinnacled with rocks, and clothed 
vrith-enormoua glaciers, ending on the 
Hde tt the BonMiicbe, in the glacier 



of Tabiacbet, whetlce this river lias 
its source ; on the otber side, the 
river Goisanne is seen tumbUng doim 
the Mount d'Arcine, from its gU- 
cier*, to flow throagh the valley of 
Mcmestier. 

From the Col de Lautaret a itcep 
road descends into Ihe sterile and 
miserable valley of the Gaisanne, to 
the first Hamlet Lb Madeliine, tbenoa 
to Lb Loiiel, where there ia a (Dler- 
able hia ; still ^wer ia the village of 
Caiset, at the base of the glacier of 
Lasciale ; and at the end of neariy a 
hours from the Col de Laotsrat are 
the 

.BalAi ofMmntitr, fourteenleaguea 
from Bourgd'Oyssns: here Uwceara 
several inns, much frequented during 
the season, of which the best, Cbu 
Armand, is very tolerable. 

The mineral waters here have 'A 
temperature of 101°, and are boA 
drank and employed in baths ; the; 
are so abundant that they are em- 
ployed to turn a mDl. Below Mo. 
nastier, tin valley exhibits ouhiva- 
tion > bariey ia grown, and it» niea* 
dows, by irrigations, are veiyprodoo. 
tive ; and after the naked and stecile 
MMitefram La Dauphiue to Monestier 
the appearance of trees is bailed as 
giving the highest charm to the 

The whole course of tbe Ouuaniu 
can be seen to Brian^on, .where the 
forts of this frontier town are visiUc^ 
piled above each oAsa; bcjoad ia a 
chain of lofty monnt 
the peak of tl 



e Visot 



this ia a „ 

There are smeral villages in tbc 
Val Monestier below the baths ; tb 
priUeipd ate La Salle, Chantemerle; 
BO named from the Dumber of black- 
birds that freifient it ) and fit Cha& 
frey. llie approach tp Briasfon is 
strikingly line, its walls and fartl 
rising as tbey do to Uie iiiglust if Ja- 
finet, which' is placed on a peak^ 
nearly IU,000 feet above the Uvd of 
the sea ; the broad rich valley of die 
Durance below the town, and ths 
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are well buUt. It boasts of a Gnnd 
Place, and its chuich ia worth s viiit. 

The city itself is strong ftom iu 
position and mural dBftuees ; but the 
seren forts which guard it render it 
■Imost impregnable. Between the 
city and some of these forts there is a 
bridge over the deep bed of the Du* 
ranoe, which foams beneath Toat pre- 
cipices : the bridge is of bold cob- 
stroctJOUT a amgle arcb of ISOEaglish 
feet span and 180 feet aboie the Ua- 
rent : it was built in 1730, under the 
direction of the Mar^cbal d'Asfeld. 

Sii Hamdbooe fob FaAuci. 



tnountun boundaries to the valley, 
make (bis one of the most picturesque 
towns and scenes in the Alps. 

Sricmtott, 3 houn' walk from Mo- 
BeMler. The best inn is L'Oura. This 
town has gates, walls, and regular de- 
Ances, and every strong position is oc- 
cupied with B fort or battery ; it guards 
the frontier of France by the pass of 
the Mont Gen^re and the vaJiey of 
the Burancei A diligence goes daily 
to atld &om Embrun, but there is no 
irablic conveyance above Brian^on 

It is a city of high antiquity. Pliny 
Bttiibuted its tbuodation to the Greeks, 
who were obased from the borders of 
the lake of Como ; others bare given 
its foundation to Bellovesus or Brien- 
nuB. Ammianus Jfarcellinus calls 
it Virgantia Cascellumj it h^d a 
jknusn garriaai. St. Ambroae was 
bere on bis way to Vienoe iu Dau- 
pbiny when he beard of the death of 
the empeloi' Valens, vbam be was 
going to baptize. 

-, SostroDg was thepositionof Brian- 
fan, oi so small the community, that 
the barinrians who tUsmembered the 
fioman empire appear to have re- 
■peeted or demised it; for no men. 
tioa is made of th^r desolating 
luvsence in this little dty. This was 
probably due to the strength of its 
pMtion. Afterthe Roman power had 
ceased, Biian^on became a republic, 
until it voluntarily placed itself un- 
der the DnuptriBS. It was in part 
iHUDt in the wars of Calvinism, at 
the end of the siiteenth century ; but 
it was destroyed by Gie in I6S1, and 
•gain io 1692, its ardavea were con. 
•umed, and with them tite records of 
the civil and military hist^vy of the 
Cottian Alps. 

Numerous baa-rdieb, inserip&ms, 
and medals have been fbimd here, 
which give to Brianf on a high an- 
tiqirity. 

- Thia little city b oneot the small- 
est in France, faaving less than 3000 
The straets are na 
but many of the b< 
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On leaving Brian^on for the Moat 
Genevr^ the valley of the Durance is 
ascended by a narrow gorge (or more 
than a league, as far as La VachettC, 
a little hamlet at . the foot of Vui 
Mont Geneyre ; here, on the left, 
opens tb« Val de Ncuyacbc, a fla4> 
large and productive valley, a attik- 
ing contrast to the valley of the QtOr 
sanne. It is also called the Val dea 
Pres ffoui its rich meadows ; ijka 
mountiuDS are clothed with ibie«t»t 
through it the river Qair^ flows for 
10 leagues, and then loses its name in 
Bless considerable tiarent — the Du- 
rauce, wbieb has scarcely run two 
leagues from its source in the Mont 
GeuSvre. At the foot of the Mont 
Genilvre is a fountain, which formerly 
bore the name of Napoleon, aOd 
served to commemorate the con- 
struction of the new route) this was 
removed by the Bourbons, lest eome 
tbirsly way-farer should blesa his 

The ascent commences through a 
pine forest, and by a series of ad- 
mirably eoDstructed lignga leads ttte 
traveller up to the ocd, and preaenls 
at every turn a variety In the views 
of Btiaufon, and its forts, the vall^ 
i£ the Durance and Neuvacb^ ud 
It 4 



Soute ISa— Mont GeHevre — Fori o/ExiUet. 



tlw ■urrounding mountaim ; these to 
much reliere tbe tedium of aacent 
that the Bummit is attained befiire the 
Iravelter ha* an idea that be haa 
•coompUsheii a diatitnce of nearly two 
leaguel. The old road coDtinued hj 
Iba pine forests up the 1. bank of the 
stream, and pedestrlanE 9lill pursue it 
as It is much the ahoTt^at to attain 
the Cul of the Mont Gen^vre. 

The plun of the Moot Gen^vre is 
remarkable fur the culture of barlejr 
cm ita sunuait. Dearly 6000 (eet above 
the lerel of the sea. and there are fine 
pasturages on tbe slopes of the ueigfa* 
bourinn; mountains. On the plain 
there is a village, called the 

SoiOT/^ Mont Gfniive, three leagues 
&om Brilnjon, vhich ia inliabited all 
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. France, 



Bows into tbe Fo and 
Ibe Adriatic. 

On tbe summit of the plain an 
obelisk wa» erected, to commemorate 

Toad orer the Alps ; it is 60 feet high, 
and haa on its pedestal inscriptions to 
record the event: these the Bourbons 
removed. Is it possible that the 
wicked and tbe *eak who ordered 
the destruction of such memorials as 
theae, and the record OD the fountain 
at the fbot of the Mont Genivre, cao 
have thought that with their removal 
the fame of Napoleon would be for- 
gotteo ? Some reLribucion has already 
&llen upon such folly and injustice. 
Orders hare been given for the re- 
storation of the inscriptions on the 
obelisk and tbe fountain by Ixiuis 
FbiUppe. 

On leaving the Col of the niont 
Centre, the course of the river is 
followed for two leagues down a 

looK soil on tbe side of Mont Cha- 
-bertan, along which tba road Is car- 



ried, until it reaches tbe bed at the 
river, and croaes it about two miles 
Irom Cesonne ; the road then con- 
tinues to this village, where the stream 
from the Mont Gen^vre falls into A 
larger branch, which descends ftoia 
the lofty mountains that bound tba 
Protestant Valleys of Piedmont. 

Cesanne, where there are two mi- 
serable inns, is not more thauS^ boDra* 
good walk from Brian^an. 

Below Cesanne, the course lies I 

down the valley to Susa by a miser- ' 

Me road for carriages. The first 
important commune ia the valley ia 

Oalx, three leagues, a large village 
at the entrance to the valley of Bar- 
Che Col de la Rue, to Modane, in the 
valley of tbe Arc. From Ouli, it ia 
about two leaguea to Salabertiaird, a 
place memorable for the battle Ibugbt 
and won by the Vaudoia. under Uoiri i 

Aroaud, on their return to their val. i 

leys after eipatriacion, in 1689, when I 

they were opposed by 2500 regular 
entrenched troops, three titnea their 
numbers, and commanded by the 
Marquess de Larrey, who was 
wounded in the action '. every spot 

that event : the mountain by whi^ 
they had descended on the night of 
the battle ; and that by the Col d« 
Sou which they had crossed to go into 
their valleys after their victory. < 

Beyond Salabertrand the vaU^ 
narrows cansiderablf, and fomts, a 
good league below, near the fort of 
Kiilles, a deep defile ; in the midst 
of this ^e fort is placed, which per- 
fectly comnuDda the valley ; here the 
river ia crossed, and tbe nwd tbenc« 
continues on ita risbt bank, beneath 
the heights of 



tbe Corote de Belleisle, who fell here 
on the 9th of July, 1747 : his d^ 
perate valour, which had been excited 
by the promise of a Baton de 'Ma- 
resehal of France, if he succeeded in 
fordng the pass, was cbecked, after ha 
bad received many severe wouad^ bj 
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a CO19 d( grace from s grenadier of 
the regiment of Monfcnat. 

The niley, in and below the defile, 
is richly wooded, nod presenes nearly 
the same character far three leagues, 
from Salabertrand to Susa (Rsute 
137.), S3 milei from Cesanne. 

ROUTE 131. 



Piom Cennne, the road made by 
order of Napoleon to descend into 
Italy ia more direct thnn that by 
Turin ; but the miserable policy of 
the Sardinian govemment has allowed 
this road beyond Cesanne to tall into 
decay, and thus almost compelied tra- 
Tellers to pass by Suae and Turin. 

The route by the Seetrieres ftom 
Cennne crossea the Doire, and the 
ascent to the col immediately com- 
mences, by a series of zigzags like 
that of the descent from the Mont 
Genesre; a lengthened snake-liki 



other 



n fro. 
across the Tslley of the Doire. 
lad from Cesanne soon reaches 
the hamlet of Champtaa; still the road 

tura«a, till it reach the Col de Ses- 
trieres and its chalets : the plain of 
the col is nearly two miles long. On 
the side towards the Val Pragebs the 
view is oild and fine of the valley 
and the Mont Albergian. Aboce the 
fort of Fenestrelles, the road leads 
dawn by tourniquets to the be 
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Sestrieres, four leagui 
and thence to the villages of Pragelas 
■nd Traverse : the broad bed of the 
river beneath the dark pine forests 
opposite to Pragelas, the lowest in 
the valley of the two villages, gives 

the valley. At Traverse, there is a 
humble inn. The distance of this 
village from Cesanne by the Col 



the whole valley, but among its in- 
habitania the upper part above (be 
fort of Fenestrelles is called the Val 
Pragelas; beluw the fort it ia often 
called the Val Jc Peiouse. 

Fenestrelles, four leagues, a village 
of 800 inhabitants, vilh a tolerable 
inn. The fort of Fenestrelles is a 
place of great strength, which guards 
the approach to Piedmont by this 
valley. It rises, from the defile formed 
by the base of the Mont Albergian^ 
to the summit of the mountain, and 
commands the left bant of the torrent 
by its immense line of fbrlilicstiong 
rising in terraces. The highest bat- 
tery is accessible through a gallery that 
contains .^SOO steps. On the summit 
is a basin covered with verdure, called 
the Pre de CatinSt, from this cele- 
brated general having encamped there. 
Not fat from the summit is the Col de 
la Fenetre, which looks out upon the 
Combe of Susa and the valley of the 

on Ihe base of the Albergian, but they 
are neglected as uoncDessary. The 
village of Fenestrelles lies in the 
middle of the defile below. Tbo 
fort of Fenestrelles is used as a state 
prison. 

From Fenestrelles lo Pignerol 
there are eight leagues, Smost 
entirely through the valley of tha 
Clusoner there Is little interest ia 
the valley, or variety in the scenery ; 
it is geneiolly narrow ; but where 
there is cultivation, corn and wins 
abound. The mulberry for ^Ik-worms 
flourishes in the valley, and IrniC and 
forest trees luiuriale, as they are 
olmcst always found to do on the side 
■i Piedmont. Formerly, this valley 
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1 Proti 



The Clusoi 



ralb. 



prohibited I the Vaudois churches aro 
not permitted out of the valleys of 
Rora, La Tour, St Martin, and An- 
grona. The valley of la Tour ia 
known also as the valley of Lucerne, 
and the Val Pelice. 

Below Fenestrelles, the route passes 
through numerous villages and ham~ 
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- Montol«v Iloute, Vilknt, and 
•chiDg PiroiMi, 
the prineiiul lawa in tbe tbIU; ; 
vbich it lometimH sailed the latley 
of PeTousB. It. u vtuted directly 
o^HBlc (o the Tsllaf of St. Hailin 
or tha Garmanasca, ana of the moat 
ipttfeatiDg of tht 

. Pnntni.n VxtLna. This leadi 
up by the toncDt of the Gamnnnara 
to Pmaret and Perrier, through 
tecnei of great richnt«8 and beauty. 
Above Ptnier two branches meet : 
that to tbe S.W. leadi to Badaretta 
and FraSM, that on the N.W. has 
above s daSle on its opposite side, 
■uudit fruit-trees, com, and paitur- 
■^es. the eommune of MmeiUi. A 
little beyond, tbe road entera a deep 
ravipe of tbe GermanaAca, which ia 
■iogularly wild and beautiiiil ; at its 
upper eitremity it opeu into the 
valley below tlie ComiDune of Aforce^ 
DBOrly oppinlte to the laltey which 
leada aeroBG the Col de la FontBine U, 
Pralis. 

' Continuing up the valley of the 
Germanaaca, the hoise of the M. Tron, 
the Syndic oT Maroel, ia passed { a 
*>Dgularly handsome itraeturB in such 
a situation. He is a man remarfc»ble 
lor faia hospitality ; but this virtue 
does not eitend to his wile and family, 
and the straager who expects to re- 
ceive it will tart ill in bis absence. 
About a league above this spot is the 
bamlet of Basille ; and immediately 
OTCt, the celebiated Castella, a temce 
on the aide of a peaked mountain, 
Vbere the Vsudois entrenched thi 



?r Hen 



. Here the 



little handful of brave men, not eJoeed- 
ing from 600 to 700, struggled for 
their ftther-land, and fought, for three 
days, tho united armies of Frsnce 
and Sardinia, amounting 1o SS.OOO 
men, when the latter, however, found 






impliahed with e 



iniller< 






ui ; and the bUowiDK daj 
Bign, of Satdinia, luvuig 
quarrelled with his alUea, agreed to 
restate them to their valleys and tbeir 
hearths. No history exists eo lepLeto 
with wondetfiil adventures as that tif 
the simple pedaajitB of these lallqt^ 
who fought and siiffered, and recon- 
quered, for liber^ of conscience. 

Above the Balsille, one of tbe 
grandest assemblages of materials for 
alpine scenery is to be found, in cata- 
racts, ravines, and mountains i Irom 
the head of the Talley there is a pass 
by the Col de Pis to Fragelas in the 
valley of CInsone. The auOior has 
crossed from Piagelas to Ferause in 

vene in the Alps, and the panoraDU 
from the col is one of the mOGt 
sublime in tbe great chain. 

Another pass between the valleya 
of the Geiinanaaca and the Chi< 
Booe is that by tiie Col Albergain, 
which leads iivin tbe Balsille and tbe 
wild valley and Alps above it to 
Feneatidles. 

From Pemuse to tb« Balolle, and 
back to Perouse, may be acaom- 
pliAed easily in a day. 

On the route from Perouse to 
Pignerol, some fine quamea are 
passed, where stone is raised for tlie 
public works of Turin ; nearly oppo~ 
site to these ia seen another i^ the 
Protestant churchfs, St. Gerauao, and 
the little valley which leads to Phi- 
ntol ; still further down b the churcli 
of Pranirtiriy nearly opposite to vhere 
the valley widens, and the rood entmB 
upon the plains, through Ibe hamlets 
of Port and Abadia, to P^neroL 
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Pignercd is a straggling t4>wn, hav- 
ig some manufactures and a laq;e 
ad ratber uncivil population. It 
as sewol inns, of which the piinei> 
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Canone 



e tiie Corona Oninde >nd the 
1 d'Oro. A diligence passes 
Rereral times a da; betveea Figaerol 
and Turin, which gins great beility 
to (ha trsTeller who wiabes to visit 
the Protestant Vatlejs from this city, 
and from Pignerol to La Tour a dili- 
gence travels didly ; the distanoe is 
not more than 10 English mites ; ifie 
loute lies thiou^ St. Seeundo to 
Bisehetasco, 5 miles, and 3 miles 
fuTtber (o the first Protestant com- 

' St. GioKnmi. Here a new church 
vas built whibt Piedinont was under 
the goTemment of Napoleon. Upon 
the restoration of the house of Sar- 
dinia, the Roman Catholics, whose 
churoh is «i the other tide of a little 
stream, complained that the roices'of 
the Protestants in singing disturbed 
their deTotions, and an order was given 
to shut out the abomination by a large 
barricade of wood, which the Vsudois 
were compelled to erect hefi>re the 
door of *eir church. This has now, 
however, dropped away bit by bit, 
tad little remains of this evidence of 
intolerance. The chimh is of a ain- 
gulsFfonn — n horse-shoe — hut it is 
not iavourable to the preaeher or his 
COngregadon. 

A short league beyond St. Gio- 
Tftiini, dirough a fertile country, lies 
La Tour, Uie principal town of the 
Protestant comni unities; their church, 
St. Marguerite, is situated, about a 
mile from ^e town, near the rock 
of Coscelluzio, celebrated in thur 

At'La Tour, the inhabitants are 
much more civil and obliging than 
those of FLgnerol. The inns are, 
L'Ours, and Lion d'Or, chei Hottier, 
both very good, 

: At La Tour a hospital has been 
established for the «ck and poor 
among the Protestants, by funds 
laised chieSy in Holland, Russia, and 
England; more mcently, a college 
has been established there fbr the edu- 
cation of young men for the ministry 
ofllieVaudoiscburoliea,iuld they have 



thus removed the necesail; wtiitdt had 
hitherto edated of sending tbem ts 
Geneva. This institution was opraied 
in the year 1 837 ; it is chiefly endowed 
by fijnds raised in the above oountries, 
bat owing in a great measure lo the 
liberality, (he oiertiona, and the xe^ 
for the cause of the Vaudoia, of Co- 
lonel Beckwith and Dr. Gilly. 1^ 
the latter, the Vaudoia ai« uoderthe 
deepeet obligations for the interest ke 
has taken, and the influence his wiib 
ings have excited in their favour. 

There is no part of the Alps tha^ 
tor richness and beauty in the lower 
valleys, and fbr wild and magnificent 
scenery in the defiles and mountains, 
surpasses the valleys of the VaudiMS. 
Easy of access, by good roada from 
Turm, La Tour, their principal town, 
is reached in six hours from that city. 
Twice a day there are diligences ftom. 
Turin to Pignerol, and daily ftom 
Pignerol to La Tour, over fine roads, 
and through a country luxuriant in 
vegetation. There are good inns at 
La Tour, to make head quarters (or 
euiursiuns ; and the civility of all 
classes to otrangers, especially Eni 
gliah, ought to be a reoommendatioa 
to rambles in their country. Of the 
Vaudois generally, but especially of 
the mountaineers, it has been Jusdy 
said, that " they are 6a superior is 
moral character to the Roman Ot. 
tholic inbalHtants ; they are, fiom 
ancient habit, honest, civil, and quiet; 
and &ora their situation and neces- 
sity, simple and laborious." 

One of the most interesting excuiv 
aioiu from La Tour is into the valley 
of Anffrogjin, which is SDrrounded by 
lofty mountains and pasturages. It 
js richly wooded down to the deep 
defiles of its torrent, and presents 
every variety of scenery, but some of 
wild scenes are associated with 



theii 



;ory; i 



e defiles 



ricada of Pro dd Tor, which do- 
fended by them, ga*e security lo tbeit 
families who sought refuge within 
this grand and most picturesque defile. 
Above it, in the recesses of these 
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tetuhen. held their institution for in- 
HTUction, uid fitted their pupils for the 
miniitiy. Every foot of ground in 
this valley ii aaored in (he hiatory of 
tbii eiiraordinary people. Iq tbe 
Fn del Tor there hu lately been 
erected ■ Csthcdic church, but the 
heait of the valleys ii not the heart 
of the people. Thli eiciiiuon niay 
be varied by eroraing directly over 
the hill bom a little belov the Pra 
del Tor to Sc Marguerite, and 
thence to Lb Tour : the whole eicur. 
^n may be made in half a day. 

Tbe exourtion ma; be varied by 
following the high road to the villa^ 
of Angrogna, which offers Ironi many 
beautiful points of view the plains of 
Piedmont. The return may he made 
through the defiles, or on the steep 
dopes that bound ^e river. A day 
given to eiplore the" Val Angrogna 
will be remembered with pleasure. 

From La Tour, up the valley of the 
Felice, Iha road passes by the hamlet 
of St. Marguerite, where is situated 
tbe Protestant church of La Tour. 
Beyond this hamlet, the asoent of the 
valley is rich and picturesque. About 
an hour and a half from La Tour, the 
village of yillar is paised, and thence 
to Boibia is scarcely another hour. 
There is a small inn at Bobbio, and 
B itatioD of Sardinian prepose or 
douanieiB. 

From Bobbio a pass up the mono- 
tain leads by Serra le Cruel, and the 
Col Julien to 

Pratii. From La Tour this is a 
Jay's journey, 



1 offer 



king 






t sublin 



and, surmounting all, the 
Monte Viso. So nesr does the latter 
appear, that the path to the Col de 
Viso, on the side of France, can be 
distinctly traced, ascending nearly 



the Col de Visa, till it 



OS abruptly 



to the east at the col. The descent 
towards Pralia is very ItAig and fati^- 
guing. From Pralis the author went 
in one day's march across tbe Col de 
la Fontaine to the Balsille, and 
ibrough the valley of St. Martin to 
PetouK. 

On leaving Bobbio, a long wall is 
seen, an embankment, made to guard 
the village from the inundations i^ 
tbe Felice ; it was built by a grant 
from Oliver Cromwell, during wfaoae 
protectorate one of these fearful co- 
had nearly destroyed BoUtio. 






on bending to the left, the scenery 
becomes wild and savage. The lal* 
view down the valley towards Bobbio 

After a long course amidst strangely 
utuated hamlets, where rocks and 
trees of the wildest character make 
up a rapid succession of picturesque 
scenes, the path reaches a dreary mass 
of rocks, over which is poured the 
torrent of tbe Felice, and ftirthet 
progress seems forbidden. Up, amidot 
these rocks, however, a path is found, 
which enters o deep ravine, anudst 
which are the ruins of the fort of 
Mirabouc, built against the steep 

a gorge which is utterly impassable 
on the side apposite ta the fart ; nor 
is there a path on the aide where 
the ruins of the fort stand that doe* 
not pass through its foniKr gates. 
Tlie tort was demoli^ed after the 
wars of the French revoludon, in 
1796. 

A little before reaching Mirabouc, 
a valley towards the right leads to 
the village of Abries by tbe Col de 
Malaure, a shorter but more difficult 
path than that by the Col de U 
Croii. 

From the Bergerie of Pra, where 
the Alpine traveller may rest in a 
grange with more comfort than in 
many places of much greater pretoi* 
sion, be may reaoh the Monte Viso 
by the Col de Seyliere at a much 
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earlier bam than from Abries in 'the 
TBllej of the Gull ; haiiag crossed it, 
the diatanee is short to the Col de 
Viso. and tbis at the easiest detour b; 
the Vieo fiaui the Val de Felice to 
the Tollc; ortfai 



The lovers 

de Pra, i 






find 



abundance of 
chamois in the surrounding moun- 
tains, and the fine, honest obaracter 
of the peasantry here is a great temp- 






Aboia the fort Mirabo 
through a narrow and sti 
enters upon the meadows and pas- 
turages of the Bergerie de Fra — the 
highest hamlet in the valley, ^tuated 
in the midst of fertile pasturages, 
&nd where barley and potatoes are 
raised. This is the highest station 
of the Sardinian custom-house, on the 
frontier. 

The ascent to the Col de Ld Cioi> la 
by a steep aad difficult path, made in 
zigzags, up the abrupt side of the 
col, towards Piedmont. This, how- 

the highest point, which overlooks the 
side of Italy, the defile of Mlrabouc 
is a savage scene. The eal is nearly 
level for half an hour, and then the 
path, traversing the side of a hallow, 
gradually subsides to the valley of 
the Gull, within the territories of 
France. On the col there Is a station 
of the douane, uid at La Monta, 
in the valley of the Gull, euatber, 
where travellers are examined; the 
dbtance from La Tour to La Monta 
is 7 hours' walk; the descent into 
France is very gradual ; traces of 
an intended road surveyed under 
Napoleon may be seen. On the 
light, iu descending, there Is a den, 

thence the distance through the ham- 
let of Kistolaa la 

there is a tolerable cnuntry inn, citt 
Hlchard. At Ahriea the torrent 
from Valprevaire flows into the Guil, 
and a path up its course leads to 



. aee. Below 
Abries the road through the valley of 
the Guil leads, in about two hours, 
to the fort of Queiras, pasting in the 
descent those valleys in which there 
are still Froleslsnt communities, par' 
ticularly that of St. Veran, in a 
valley which joins from the left the 
valley of the Guil, at Ville-vielles ; 
and the valley of Arvieui, which 
enten that of the Guil near Queiras. 
To these, and the Val Frasscnijref^ 
on the other side of (ha Durance, the 
name of the Pagi de Neff has been 
given, to commemorate the services 
rendered to these communities by 

who devoted his life to renovating and 
sustaining the religious worship of 

isled in these valleys from time im- 

for his model Oberlin, the good pas- 
tor of the Ban de la liocbe, for ha 
not only regarded with the deepest 
interest the religious faiih and prac- 
tice of these people, but he established 
schools, and taught them reading, 
writing, arithmetic, agriculture, and 
(he elements of much useful know- 
ledge, not before possessed by them, 
Hediedin 1829. His name through, 
out (hesc valleys is remembered with 

'I'he Chateau de Queiras is finely 
situated in the valley: it is garrisoned, 
and entirely commands the pass, and 
from every point of view presents a 
most picturesque object. There is a 

Below the cbsleau the road skirts 
tlie deep bed of the rirer for a short 
way, then descending to the torrent. 



defiles 



1 the Alps. In 









ofien neces- 
sary to cross the Guil to find a path 
on one side, which is forbidden on the 
other by projecting rocks or perpen- 
dicular precipices of vast height whoso 
bases sink like a wall in the torrent. 
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BMnctimn, vbtn both iidei fbiMd ■ 
piMCge m tbfl deptb of tb« ratine, 
tba rMd runs high aboradie riTra*, snl 
Ml tlww higher )Hilh> tha jellow rind 
and tortuoiB brandie* of the ttone- 
pifie ov«-hai^ing the gm-ge enriofa 
iti tublimitj, with ■ tonch of objecto 
in such ntualunu beauUfiil : aiHne 
bunleU *re piaaed in this BsngC 
rkrioe. At length the rond (Rnergea, 
•rindi Dp a Ueep and mgged path, 
eroases the toirent of Seillac, and de- 
■oendi upon Ouilketre, a little bourg 
trfaieh was one of the atatisna during 



A little belov, tha road . 
neath the fort of Mont Daupbin, 
-which guards this entnnce to France 
_ a garrBon ungularly placed on 
B rock that is nearly inaulatpd at tbe 
mouth of the Ouil, at ita confluence 
Witt> the Dnrance. Here the great 
route fnitu Grenoble to Brian^ on ia 
vniered) and the course dawn the 
t'atley to Embrun (S hours) ii by an 
admirably-fonned and well-kept 



From EmbiuD to AbrieB( Route 
132.) 

After passing Ristolaa acd ascend- 
ing the TBllej of the Guil to La 
SfoQta — where the path 'to tbe Col 
de la Croii turni off to the left — 
the route to the Moote Viso con- 
tinues up the valley to the highest 
Tillage, La Chalpa, about a mile and 
half above La Monta. At La Chalpe 
guides may be c^tained for exouraiona 
either across the Monte Viso to 8a- 

of Monte Visa. 

Tbe valley of the GuU above 
Abriea is narrow and savage : bare 
and precipitous ewarpmenta descend 
to the torrent, aud form iti left boun- 
dary ; the bed of the Guil is filled 
Titb eoonnous roeka. Tbe path to 



the* Col de Viao asoenda above the 
right bank over steep acclivities and 
pasturages. Abate these the head of 
tbe Mmite Visa ia eontiaually pre- 
Mntsd, filling Uie open ^lace in tlie 
view, formed by the aidea of tbe tbUsj 
of tbe Guil. After a long and fii- 
tiguii^ asocnt to the obilets and tbe 
Bergeria de Monviso, the 
are at Iragth left, and tbe 
onr the remsjos of a road rudely 
p^Tcd with laigB rougfa ilonea, so 
destroyed in many places by the roeka 
which have &llen from tbe impending 
precipicea that the accent ia dangers 
out and impraotioaUe tor mules — 
the danger Ilea in thdr UalNUty tg 
alip between the roeka and atoneSi 
and thus biaaking their Icga. This 
paved road IbtiBerly readied to th« 
Gallery of the Traveraetie, vfaioh 
pierced the mountain £50 feet bdow 
the present crest, but its entrance ha* 
been closed by the d^ria of the pre- 
ciptoeawhich overhang the pass; these 
hate fklleu and destroyed tbe roatl 
witbia ita range. I>om the last traoei 
of the road tbe traveller must scram. 
Ide up towarda tbe trackless sfop^ 
the moDDtain whiob overhangs bim ; 
ttaenoe a vary steep asceut, over beds at 
snow, keeping dose to the impendiiig 
rocks, leida up to tbe Col of tlie Viso 
5 boui^ distant from Abries. 

Prom the col, the tiew down the 
valley of the Po, and over the plains 
of Piedmont, is one of Uie most mag- 
nificent in the world, lliis vast ex- 
panse, seen from a height of 10,150 
English ieet abate tbe level of dw 
sea, commaiidB a view over an 
extent of 100 miles to tbe bcri- 
lon. The rooks and vast precipiass 
in the foreground and on the col, the 
deep subsidences lA tbe mountaina 
whicb bound the valley of the Po 
immediately below the observer, till 
tbey nnk lower and lower into tke 
plains, are moat impressive. On tbe 
plain, bright but iodistinet masses 
mark the poaitiona of tlie towoa 
and cities of Piedmont within the 
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Inated with the Bharp Bod defined 
fbnns of Ibe enormouB peak of tbe 
Viwi, iismg ;et 3000 feet higher tbu 
tke ^Ml OD whish the observer gtsods, 
and io oloBe proiimity, produoe an 
Indssctibable eSeot npon hia mind and 
feeHags ( and the indistiiict boiboQ 
In^us this cnta of the mo^t loagiii- 
fisent and sublime scenes ia the 

: Iq «<kr to gain > prospect of th* 
noge of Alps ttnrards the north, tbe 
tnivdier must deaOend a little tovscda 
Italy, and then mount an eraineiue 
on tbe lefl irbi«h before obscured 
tbst part of Ihi 



««ly 



ided to those vho have 



spare, which fei 
wish to gUD PasHna on the sida of 
Italy, or Abries in France, as testing 
|daiHS fbr tbe night. 

The tiaveUer who would enjoy this 
view should leave Abries so as to be 
OB the Col de Viso by 10 o^elock or 
earlier. This can only be made cer* 
tain by startiiig soon after 4 in the 
morning lioin Abrie^ or better illU, 
by sleeping at Id Monta, or even in a 
grange at 1^ Chaipe i before mid-day, 
r^wurs rise in tiie plains and the 
valley of the I'o, and obscure the 
prospect. A surer plan perhaps (and 
it is worth the inconvenience) is to 
sleep either si the Bergerie de Mon- 
vjeo, or in a more sheltered situation 
in the Chalet of La Trouchet, which 
lira in the bottom of the valley near 
where it is quitted to ascend the col ; 

to sleep upon, and ewe's milk curd 
for food. This chalet is situated 
bslf way in time between Abries and 
the Cdl de Viso aj hours from eu;b. 



that 



'ethers 



a redoubt ; 



volntioo, many struggles weri 
and battles fought for the pot 

I Some, with no better foundation 
than the fact that tbe plains of tli 

Foi could be Be«D &om the col, bat 



supposed that this waa the route of 
Uamdbal; but the aame authority 
that recorda his having shown Um 
plnins to his army states that tbe 
army encauqwd on the summit, and 
wuted three days for stragglers. 
Here, 100 men could not have em> 
camped, and the pass must have «VCI 
been impractioable to elephants, and 
even horsea^ Tbe gallery, wlucli 
pierced die mountun S50 feet below, 
to avoid tbe traverse of tbe last and 
ateepeat part ofthe oresl, was otilv 
made in the 1 ^th century j but thu 
too was imputed to Hannibal, as if ■ 
mountain could be pierced m«e i^ 
pidly by an army than by aa manjr 
men as' could be brou^t to apply 
their labour efBciently upon a piODt 

But the queatioQ who construeted 
this gallery bas been recently settled 
by tbe discovery of docoments at 
Salucea. It bas been attribtlted to 
Hannibal — to Fompey — to the 
Daupbin Humbert of Vimne — to 
the Saracena— and to Francis!., and 
the advocates for eaoh found argumails 
to support th«T opinions. It waa, 
however, executed under tbe orders 
of Ludovico II., Marquia of Saluees ; 
who, with a spijit beyond bis ag^ 
undertook this extraordinary work 
fbr the cammercial interests of bis 
people, by making a route three days 
shorter than any other float Salucw 
to Daupbiny. By treaty with Ren£, 
king of Provence, who contribnted 
towards tbe expenses on his ude of 
the mountain, this road was opened to 
receive JVom France by laden mules, 
salt, drapery, and metal wares, in 
return for nut oil, wine, rice, and flai 
from tbe marquisate of Saluees. By 
means of this gallery, and the roada 
oonatructed aa approaches, this inter- 
course was open 6 or 8 months in the 
year. 

The length of the gallery waaabont 
S50 English feet, and 10 feet high 
and 10 wide. It waa b^un in 14TB, 
and was completed in 1430; — an 
extraordinary work to wcon^liih in 
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Imel, about 7 or 8 months in tbe 

At preMDt not ■ trace of the gal- 
lery remains : the rocki have bllen 

and buried the entrance on both sides. 
This fasil frequently occurred — in 
1620, 1676, 1798, and 1912 ~ and 
Oie fallen maues had been removed 
by the people of the communes on 
Mther side of the mountain. In 1883 
> mas fell, and so entirely closed tbe 
entrance on the side of Piedmont, 
that where It vas cannot be clearly 
seen ; it bad some time before been 
buried on tbe aide of France. It 
has ceased to be important for com- 
mercial objects Mnce the opening of 
tbe route b^ the Mont Gen^vre, and 
it will DOW m all probability remain 
for ever closed. 



Tbe I 



> tbe 



nde, but particularly on that of Pied- 
moni, was greatly relieved by the gal- 
lery 1 for though tbe perpendicular 
height saved was not 300 feet, this 
was tbe most difficult part, for now, 
in tbe descent towards riedmant, its 
inclination eiceeds 45 degrees. 
Down this steep and difficult 



the 



veller has 






him. 
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into the valley below. Nothing can' 
exceed the impresraon of solitude and 
sublimity made by tbit scene: amidst 
glaciers, tbe beds of snow which must 
be traversed in the descent, and thou- 
sands of rocks and stones piled iu wild 
confusion, a path must he found to 
reaoh the valley belov, which is hid 
by projecting rocks and manes, seemfl 
dark, obscure, and doubtful, with no- 
thing to indicate whither the steep 
descent will lead. At length, hovr- 
ever, all these suUime horrois are 
passed, and vegetation is sotm after 
reached, in a beauttiul little plain 
covered with the richest herbage. 
This spot is called the Piano del Re; 
in it there is a delicious founUun, 
irom which the traveller rarely fails 

A short descent from the Piano del 
Re leads to another little plain, tbe 
Piano di Fiontaa, so named ftvm its 
beautiful flowers, with which it is en- 
amelled. Nearly two miles below is 
the first hamlet, Piatia Mala, a name 
derived ftom the forest of larches 
which is near it. llie wretched ap- 






statjon of the Sar- 
About three milea 
further down tbe valley is the highest 
village. Crissolo, which (or filth, pa 
verty, and discomfort, is unmatched 
even in Piedmont ; beds, except of 
the filthiest description, cannot be ob- 
tained; and for bread they depend 
upon a supply otgruane tVom Paesans. 
Whoe»er would pass the ; Viso 
stiould start early enough to cross 
from Abries or Id HonU to Paesana 
the same dey i he sbotild arrive oo 
tlie Col de Viso before the asfent oF 
the vapour, and avoid the filtii and 
starvation of Crissolo. 

Below Crissolo there are some fine 
wild scenes in the valley of the Po* 
and after having passed the confluence 
of the Lenta with the Po, tbe village 
of Oncino is seen in a striking situa- 
tion, between the two rivers. From 
Oncino, the view of the valley of the 
Po, and the plains of Piedmont, is 
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siagularl; fine. Tbe inhabitants ot 
Ondno bare some celebrit; u bri- 
gSTidai at least their neighbours gire 
tbtm that character. 

ProfeukiT Forbes made an interest- 
ing eicnmon round Monte Viso in 
18S9. Instead of descending to the 
pasturages on the side of Pied- 

■ide, the middle height of Ittc 
Home Viso, and pasnng the little 
dark lakes, the sources of the Po, as- 
cended the valley under the Viso, 
vhidi runs nearly parallel to the great 
chain ; end crossing the Col de Val- 
knte that divides this valley from 
that of Ponte, which leads down to 
Castel Delfin, and ascending on the 
right from the Val de Ponte, re- 
ctossed the main chain by the Col de 
Coulaon on the west shoulder of the 

into the valley of the Guil, having 
made a complete circuit of the moun- 
tun; but it was accomplished only 
with eicessiTe tktigne and difficulty, 

Paetatta is distant from Crissolo 
about three hours. It ia a large town 
with 5000 iohahitaQts. Here there is 
a very tolerable inn," From Paesana 
a tolerable road branches off to 

Barge — (Air.- Lion d'Or, good 
and cheap), and panes through a 
beautiful and rich eoiurtry, by Bibbi- 
ena and St. Giovanni, to Lueerna and 
JUTour. Route 134.) 



lugh the I 



14 miles, passing th> 

Sanfront ; inhabitanis aiKive auu<j, 
and the lillages of Gambasca and 
Martiniana. At the latter, the valley, 
which had widened to (be plains from 
Faesana, is altogether left by the tra- 
veller, and the remuning distance of 
ail or seven miles, aClcr skirting the 

a level road, to 

Saliices — (An: H. du Cask.) 



CI^OHETTB AND THE COL D ABORH- 

The Slurs, one of the largest afflu- 
ents of the Po, which the traveller to 
Nice crosses near Coni, issues from an 
open valley opposite to St. Dslmaiio, 
where the high road to Nice is left 
and the course up the valley of the 
Stura is by a very good road tor a 
light carriage, which extends as tu 
as Venadio — greatly facilitating the 
intercoune with this place, which 
is the principal bourg in tiie valley, and 
offering a temptation to invalids to 
visit tlie mineral springs in the neigh- 
bourhood, whiohare much Irequented. 
The distance from Dalmaiio to Ve- 
nadio is nearly S leagues. 

In ascending the valley, the first 
hamlet is that of St. Martino; soon 
after passing it the Stura appears 
in its deep course in the valley; and 
beyond it, rijing abruptly amidst some 
pinnacled rocks and precipices, lies 
the vilUge of Rocca SparvlErs- The 
traveller interested in the adventurou* 
career of Francis I. will trace here 

panions in arms, who passed the 
mountains by this village when tbey, 
went to capture Prosper Colonna, 
the celebrated papal general, at 
Villefranobe. 

Colonna had been cent by Leo X. 
to join the Swiss in Piedmont, and 
defend its frontiers against the in- 
vasion threatened by Francis. He 
was stationed at Carmagnole, with 
500 men at arms, and some light 
hone. Francis, who was waiting on 
the Dauphiny aide of the Alps, having 
been intbrmed of his aituation, an^ 
thinking it would he a gallant enter- 
prise to attack Colonna at Carma- 
gnole, sent some of bis bravest officers' 
upon (be expedition. Amongst these 
were the chenalier Bayard, Imber- 
courtfla Falisse, and d'Aubigny. The 
army of Francis mas not yet ready to 
start 1 but these galUnt soldiers croased. 
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the Argent)^ and descended the 
vallaj St the Stun to Rwca Spsr- 
Tien. Here tbey left the course of 
the Stur», and, under the guidance of 
the Signor de Marete, crossed, bf B 
difficult path unidst the nwks of 
Sparrien, into the Val de Gnna ; 
tbui avoiding the Svin troops sta- 
tioned Bt Coni to guard an; d^bouohe 
hj the Val Stura into the plains. 
Having reaohed in ufatj the town of 
SaTigliioo, the fVencb party pro- 
ceeded to attack Colonna at Cimaa- 
gDola. It is probable that be had 
i«oei«ed some information of their 
iDtentioD, for be hanily left Carma- 
gnole to join a body of SwUs troops 
mider the cardinal Schinner at Pigne- 
rol. Od his way thither he stopped 
to dine at VDlefrancbe, where the 
French surprised him and made him 
priaoner. The gallant part; then fell 
back upon Fossano to avait the de- 
■oent of tbe French army under 
FntneUi who, whilst other paaseg 
from France were oare^Uy guarded, 
descended b7 this from the Argen- 
liire. The Smss, who were at CcHii, 
hastened to jt»n Schinnar's troops at 
Pignerol, Their detbaC at Marignans 
by FnoBis soon fidlowed, and their 
long- sustained reputation for inrin- 
cible soldien was there lost. 

800D after passing Ro»oa Sperriem 
the road winds down to the riTer, 
crosses the Stura, and continues on its 
left bank almost ttuvughout the val- 
ley. The cultiYBted land which bor- 
ders the Stunt is very rich and lux- 
uriant: the chesDUt trees are of great 
magnitude; and the forma of the 
mounuuns which bound the valley are 
bighljr picturesque. 

About four leagues ftom St. Dal< 
maiio the traveller reaebes 

Dmunl (/an ,' Fleur de Lys, 
ptiar}. A tovm formerly remarkable 
for its fort, wbieh guarded the valley 

with France by tbe Col d' Argenti^re: 
it was built by Cbarles Emaaud I. 
^ tbe sixteendt oentuty, upon the 
ruiua of an old oartle iriiieh had beoi 



raied by the Aurtrians in 1559. It 
has been memorable for its sieges in 
almost every war between Franoa aud 
Sardinia, lu that of 1744, when the 
Spaoisb and French armies, oom- 
manded by Uie iafiuit Don Pbilip 
and the Prince of Coaii, iavsded 
FiedmoDt, they forced tbe itarrow 
pasa of the Barricades descended the 
valley of the Stura, and took the liirt 
of Demont by the use of red-bot 
shot Afterwards they besieged Coni, 
and fought a battle which they w<m 
from Charles Emaliuel III., who 
suceeeded, however, in throwing sup- 
plies into the city, which was gallontlj 
defended. After a lot^ uid tedioua 
investment, the storms of autuioa and 
the want of supplies— *. which were 
cut offby the Piedmontese peasantry 
— compelled tbe allies to raise the 
siege and recro^a the Alps towards 
the lattio' end of November, when 
they sufifered tbe.Mterest privation* 
from cold, hunger,, ju^d .&tigu£ 
Though pursued by the troops, aar 
sailed by tbe peasants, and eipceed 
to storma, yet tfaey returned to Fraois, 
over froien toada, and through deep 
snow, with ^ tbeir artillery, and with 
a tew guns taken iiom dieir eoemief^ 
— the mlserajfle trophies tiji which 
they had sacrlhced thousands of liveq 
and millions of treasurej on their way i 
th^ destroyed tbe fort of Demont. 
It was again restored, but finallj 
demolished in 1801 ; when FiedH^int 
having become s part of France, Hit 
tbrts that guarded the defiles on the 
fiontiera ^ Danphiny were faied. 
Since tbe restoratito) of Fiedmont the 
reoonstru^tJon of iqany bos been cotl> 
templatedi,3iHae begun, and this aioong 
them. The mouml uiion which th« 
ruins stand is situated in the middle 



valley, - 



side a 



I the r 



Further up the valley, and not fiu' 
from the fort, is the bourg of De- 
mont, whete tfaate is a tolerable ion. 



aboye the ri 






e precipices which darken 



J the 



md often ■ 



mpregnable barrier 
jMssage of the vallef. Above the 
BirricAdes the road, or rather path, 
&ea amidst the debrii of the mountaiiu 
vbich bound the valley, imd ofiei a 
■ceae of vild desolatuui. Above it 
lie the villages of Praynard and Ber- 
•eoo; tbe Utter i« the piiacipal place 



betveen th 


Barricadea and the Col 


d'Argemli 


e. Here 




Hod may be foun* after 


long day-. 


journey from Coni, preparatory to 


another ft 


im Bersesio, 


across the 




Barcelonett 




Btr«ri„, 


about 4 bourn 


(torn Vena- 


dio,ha»av 


ry tolerable n: 


ountain inn. 


Above this 


village the scenery is wild 
the mouotains preeraiting 
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fbr which it is much indebted to the 
XDagnificeat old trees which form fore- 
grounds lo beautiful views bf the 
Tiver and the mountains ; and then 
are heightened by the festoons of vines 
and gouT^ which decorate the 
branches.. From the town of Venadio 
the scene down the valley is very 
fine. Here it ia necessary to leave 
the char ; but mules may be hired 
fbr continuing the journey up the 
Talley, and across the Argenti^re into 
France. About an hour above Vi< 
ncdio at a place called Flancie, a 
lavine, with a cascade at its entrance, 
JeJna the valley on the left. In this 
mine, at an hour's walk from Flan- 
ae, are the Baths of Venadio — a very 
famnbleand sequestered establidment. 
The ravine wludi leads to them is in 
•ome places very grand, and abounds 
n cascades bodi above and below the 
baths. 

Above Venadio the change ia rapid 
to wild and Alpine scenery, varyii^ 
frmn a road by tho stream which rip- 
^es through qniel meadows, to nar. 
Mw paths whi^ overhang tbe course 
oE the torrent — a course too narrow 
in the Tavine fbr a path by the river, 
it is therefb^ carried on ledges of Ihe 
pieciptees above, and fbnna, in some 
places, fearful mule paths Ibt the tra> 
veller-a ascent at the valley. Sucii 
■ocDcs we observed near Zambueoo. 
Above are the villagea of Pied de 
Port and Pont Bernardo. At a place 
called the Barricada — a narrow de- 
file, where defenoes of the valley were 
finmerly eroded, and wfaieb was often 
tbe scene irf desperate conflicts — tbe 
Mad is nlrried along a shelf of rock 



k, blightef 



id pinnacles 
and scathed. Still, in I 
ley is cultivated, and the pastures are 
rich ; and the villages of Argenti^re 
and La Madelaine are found. Soon 
after passing the latter of these) «Ite 
path leads abruptly to ti»e Col d'Ar. 
gentiire, 7900 feet above the level of 
tbe sea. Betbre arriving at the cres^ 
tbe path skirts a little lake, the source 
of llie Stura, called La Madelaine: it 
ia about 60O or 700 feet across. THaa 
lake is supposed to be the source alM 
of the Ubayette, a stream on the side 
of France ; for, at a short distance 
from tbe Col on that side, and a ljttl« 
below the level of tbe take, a spriog— 
the SDurce of the Uliayette — gushes 
out : thb spiiug, it is believed, cbm- 

From tbe sumnril the view is verf 
eitendve, especially towards France, 
loiAing down the course of tbe Uba- 
yette towards L'Aicbe, the frontier 
station of tbe French douaiw. 
L'Arofae is nearly 3 hours from Ber- 
sesio. At L'Arche is a very hiOnbU 
inn, but kept by dvil people. Betttt 
aceommod^on, however, will be fbiind, 
ekit PijtaaU, at Myronns, where 
there is. a comfbrtable country inn; 
but provisions are, in this neighbour' 
hood, very scarce. Frotn L'ArDhe 
to Meyronne is an hour's walk, and 
thence to Barcelonette, Oi, hours. At 
Myronne there is an eicellmt guide 
named Dumas to the neighbouring 
Alpa. Below L'Arche there is liUle 
interest in the scenery, The rooJ 
descends tbnnigh the villages of Ctt- 
A Meyro ' ' 
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brunnui, — the prindpsl following I 
the coune of the Ubaje to Barcelo- 
nette, the other lea^ioj; b; the ump 
of Taurnoui, the village of St. Paul, I 
and the Col de Von, to GuiUestie and 
the Valley of the Durance. 

The scene is fine frnm where these 
roads separate. Ch&telard, in a welt- 
ouItiTated little plain, is left on the 
right, and the road passes on throuf^h 
Jausier. There ia not much intereat 
generally in the scenery, except at 
Font de Cluse, near Jausier, where 
the rocky defile through which the 
Ubaye atniggles offert some fine points 

Banxbmetti has SSOO inhabitants, 
and a very good inn. Hotel du Nord, 
Cbei Maucin, The town is larger 
and belter built than one would ex- 
pect to find in a valley so sequestered, 
and having so little communication 
with the rest of the world. 

It is chieHy inhabited by the pro- 
ptietors of the Alps and pasturages of 
tiie valley. More than 100,000 sheep 
are pastured in ita communes, which 
oome. during the summer, from the 
vast plains of La Crau, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Aries ; these sheep ere 
driven into the most difficult accessi- 
ble pastuTages of the Alps oHen 20 



long that the cultivation of potatoes 
haa been practised among them. 

This valley was known lo the Ro- 
mana, but little of iu history is 
to be relied upon, eicepl in connec- 
tion with that of Embrun, which has 
been better preserved. It is known 
that it mas subjected to irruptions by 
Saxons and by Saracens, who made 
their way from Marseilles ; these were 
defeated by Charles Mertel; under 
Cborteniagne France bod the benefit 
of a protecting govenunent. In the 
aixlh century, a conveat of BeneiUe- 



tines established here did much to 
ameliorate the condition of the inba- 
bitonta'of the valley ; hut all the wara 
in which Provence has been engaged 
have extended their horrors in tfals 
vaUey, and it was often liable to the 
irruptions of the Saracens, particularly 
in the tenth century. From tba 
irteenth century, it was alternately 



ubjected to Savoy oi 



deus . 






It K 



reattached to Provence by Reu^ of 

Anjou, in 1447 ; it waa again taken 
by the duke of Savoy, Charles JIL, 
in 1537. In the middle of the six- 
teenth century, the inliabitants adapted 
the Reformed doctrinea, but they were 
shortly after either forced to abjure 
them, or were expelled their country. 
Napoleon contemplated the con- 
struction of a new road through the 
valley of Barcelonette to pass the Col 
d'Argenli^re and enter Piedmont, by 
the Vol de Stuta. Since hU abdica- 



tion the idea seems 



1 have 



ibandoned) but its benefits ta S0,000 
inhabilanta of the valley, by the 

greater development of tbeir energies 
and the increased prosperity of Bar- 
celonette, ought to have some w^ght 
with the government of France. 

There are many communications 
with the neighbouHng volleys, by 

brun by Uie Col de la Vacherie, and 
with Colmar and Alios by the valleyl 
of the Tinea and the Vaio, which dis- 
charge their streams near Nics. 

Soon after leaving Barcelonette 
near the village of St. Pons, the raina 
of an old castle are seen in a. fine 
situation. Theroads down the valley 
of Barcelonette are in so wretched a 
state, that the wont of embonkmeDts 
exposes the inhalntants of Ihe valley 
to the frequent loss of communicfr< 
tion, from the destructive effects of 
the torrents. Not far below Bar- 
celonette, it is necessary to ford the 
beds of the Baebelar, the Rio Bour- 
don, and other torrents, foi want of 
bridgea. 

The first large village below Bar-^ 
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is Ln Tfauiles, and the 
a cioBung the Ubsjre 
n bridge, Mfalaos, then 
' Tslley, there b n tolerat 
I. Amidst dreary and wild 
le general character of 



beautifully situated, called 

La LaaieOe, the Goshen of t 
Tallej. It is agreeably woode 
Dear it is a little lake which abouD 
in fine trouc, and in the immedii 
neighbourbood are Irult trees >n( 
fertile soil A little wav, howem 
below the 



ridge, a 



After . 



■niquet! 



down the pass of La To 

called, the Chrmia Royal 

the road in the lalley 

made ; but, unconnected i 

the country above or below by any 

road so good, it is vorthless. 

Below these tourniquets the valley 
oSers some of its most wild and grand 
scenes. On looking back from 
path carried along the brink of 
precipices high above the torrent, the 
Ubaye is seen in its deep course ' 
suing fram the defile of La Tour, ai 
beyond the grand fom^ of the mou 
tain of Cuffulian da Troii E'viqu 
which divides the valley of Bated 
nelte fi™n that of the Var, the see 

The road continues on the left 
;h above its bed i 
lehillu] 
: of St, Vi 
placed, a very difficult path leads 
down to the river, wbich is crossed 
to arrive at the little village of Ubaye. 

From this place, one road passes 
down by the river to its i 
with the Durance at La 
and another, up the side of i 
tain to the Coi de Pom . 
leads to Savines on the Durance, in 
the high road &om Cap to Embrun, 
which is distant from Savines, 8 



bank of the river high above 
until, leaving the dde of the I 



)ntis, on loolting back towards the 
lley of the miaye, the hill of St. 
ncent is a sIrUiingly line object, 
rmounted by forts which formerly 
arded the entrance Co the valley of 
ircelonette, when it was under the 
minion of Sardinia. By a wise 

exchange for the valleys of Prage- 
I and EiUles, when the states of 
■ance and Sardinia prudently agreed 
lOn the chain of the high Alps as 
eir line of demarcation. 



Besides the routes from Barce- 
looette to Embrun by the valley of 
the Ubaye, the Col de Vaelierie, and 
also by the Col de Vars and Guil- 
lestre, all menlioned in Route 134, 
there is another by which the tra. 
Teller may reach the valley of the 
Guil. and visit wild and sequestered 
scenes in the neighbourhood of the 
Monle Visoi but the Cuiia though 
not impracticable for mules, is only 
fit for a pedestrian, at least this is the 
case with the pass of the Col de 
Longet. 

About 2 J hours above Barce- 
lonette lies the confluence of the 
Ubayette and the Ubaye; the former 
leading to the Col d'Argentiere, the 
latter to the Embruonaia by the 
valley of Mauiin. 

The ascent of the Ubaye leads by 
a deep ravine below the camp of 
Tourneaui, where the remains of 
redoubts and intrenehcnenls, still 
mark the importance of this frontier 

celaneCte belonged to Sardinia, Ibis 
spot was the scene of many struggles 
in the early part of the IBlh century. 






Ji Turin I 









From the ascent t 



the Col de 
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diapcd Taller "^ ^^ ^"'^ Before 
iMchiBg the village of St. Psul, the 
path which iced* by tlie Col de Von 
to Guillotre and Embrun. wiodi up 
bj the deep lavinea of the RioumoDBs, 
■ torrent irtaicb deccenda from the 
Col de Vkis, and] the vUlage* of Le 
Smel and L'fintraye; thiapan ia an 



db; it 



njhou 



'E St. Paul the Talley narrows 
again, and continues like a ravine 
until it expands into the communes 
of Mayirin. a common name given to 
thetiireevillagesofMajasset.laBaige, 
and Combremont The village of 
MajMset is about 4 hours' wBlk ftom 
the confluence of the Ubaye and the 
tibayctte, and 61 hours from Bar- 
celonette. At Miyasset, aa it is po«- 
lible, it will be wise to sleep, and a 
trust; guide should be engsged (the 
services of the innkeeper Cressy may 
be obtained in this capacity) to cnus 
the Col to St. Veran. Near Maurin 
they have begun to work serpentine 
as ornameDtat slone, and between this 
valley and that of the Cuil serpentine 
and diallage constantly occur. Three 
or four passes acrosj the great chain 
of the Alps lead on the right from 
ibis valley into Piedmont. Those by 
the Col de Roui and the Col de 
Maira into the valley of the Maira to 
Dronero, and those by the Col de 
LautareC and the Col de Malecoile to 
Chateau Dauphin in the Val de 
Vraita ; and that by the eastern Col 
de Longet from the head of the valley 
of the Ubaye to La Cbenal, at the 
head ofthe valley .f the Vraito, and 
thence to Chateau Dauphin. Mo- 
JBssel is the station of the French 
douanieni, who have in this valley to 
guard an extensive frontier by these 



V little 



e the 1 



t vil- 



lage the traveller airires at the small 
Lac de Paroi, a piece of water whii 
evidently oires its origin to a itupei 



dons landslip from the weafern side at 
the valley called the CoMabelU, whidi, 
it is said, descended in the 13th cen- 
tury. On the ma^D of this lake 
rye is cultivated, though it haa a Tery 
great elevatuw. Soim after passing 
the lake and a series of cascades, the 
valley ia aacended steeply tar several 
miles by a wild and dreary path, 
bounded by very lofty peaks, and 
terminates in the path that leads by 
the eaalcm Col de Longet, which ex- 
tends over fine pasturages, at a gteat 
elevation, to a very abrupt and mag- 
niticent descent into Piedmont. Tbe 
path by the western Col de Longet, 
called aaenetimes the Col de Cula, is 
that wliieb leads to St. Veran; it 
ascends to the left, and divides the 
valUes of JUaurin and St. Veron. 
Hie ascent is quite pathless and oftoi 
over palidieB of soov ; the crest has a 
great elevation — 10,S45 Englidi 
^t ; it it nearly 300 feet higher than 
the Col de Viso. It is atUined in 4 
hoars Irom Majasaet'. the view from 
it is stupendous ; on one hand, to- 
wards Monte Viso, which appears 
quite close, and on the oth^ to tbe 
Dauphiny Alps, which are nowhere 
ao ^ely seen as from this point. 
Scarcely a trace of vegetation is to ha 
•eea on the summit A very steep 
descent leads, in 3^ hours, to Sb 
Veran, a very populous village placed 
at the Ereat elevationof 6693 En^ah 
feet above the level of the sea, being 
probably the highest village, with tbe 
nine amount oF piqnilatioii; in 
Europe. Around it barley and rye 
■le cultivated ; the ibrmer to the d^ 
vation of nearly 7000 feet. 

St. Veran is ntuated in a remarib 
ably verdant and well-watered valley 
of the same natne. Ita appaaiano^ 

ordinary ; for, instead of houses, it 
seems to be a mass of space and soaC- 
folding ; the houses are built oitirely 
of wood, except that sometimn they 
rest on a basement of stone, which in- 
closes the stable, a common hut lUrty 
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oT the bigh Tillages of diese Alps. 
Around the houses the; inTariably 
cobstnict a sort of Teinnda or gallery, 
with a f oof projecting €or S feet, and 
fitted up with the sort of scaflblding 
which gives so odd an appearance, at 
first Bight, to the TUlage; the pur- 
pose of this Kftflfblding is to enable 
the inhabitants to dr; theii ill-ripened 
com under the shelter OT the project' 
ing Toofa : thdr harvests generally 
take place early in " 



forel 



1, the : 



,vmg 



Ijeen sown in the July of the preceding 
year. St. Veian offers no accommo- 
dation irhatever to travellers, unless 
the eurf can be induced to aSbrd 
faospiulity. The filthy habits of the 
people is most offensive, arising chieflj 
fVom their custom of living with the 






the stables, 



nong persons of property. 

The Protestants are very numerous 
It St. Veran, consisting of twenty- 
bur fkmilies; a Protestant church 
IBS lately been erected there ; but as 
:he pastor M. Ennann, who suo- 
»eded Felix NeBT, resides at La 
Chalp, the service is neither frequent 



r regular. 



nally exercised 



tbe devoted services of NeiT, 
inodem Apostle of the Alps." TTie 
I^oteatent communities of St. Veran, 
Fousnllarde, Frassyni^re, Dormil- 
leuse, &c. ; some of these places being 
above 40 miles apart from others, 
formed the extensive district where be 
laboured in his ministry with a de- 
votion and energy to which his health 
and life were at last sacrificed. 

The Bwnan Catholio church of 
St. Veran is situated near the highest 
pact of the long straggling village. 
On its wail is cut, 

1041 toises, 
sur le mer. 

Tbe house of the cur£ adjoining is 
the only stone dwelling in the place. 

From St. Veran fan agreeable road 
leads down the valley to Queyras, a 
village which gives its name to the 
district in the valley of the Guil, 



and thence to Btianfon ( Route 1 33. >' 
But if the diject of the traveller be 
to viait Abries and the upper wUey: 
of the Guil, he may attain them 
through scones of grander chamcter 
than those prwented by the ronta 
through Queyras, and by a path tOar 
bonis shorlfr than that through tlw 
valley of the Ouil. In either case bo 
should not fail to notice a singula* 
gecdogical feet near Pra, on tbe op. 
pooite aide of tbe torrent descetidinr 
from St. Verwi. The slopes hare 
bem covered with extremely hard 
blocks of the diallage rock of Iha 
neighbourhood. In one place diose 
have rested on a friable slaty lime- 
have gradually vi-ashed tbe soil from 
around these blocks, which have 

diately below them, and thus pillar^ 
not unlike Gothic pinnacles, which> 
in some cases, have an eleratiini of 
100 fecl^ have been left, with Ifaess 
booldeis for their capitals, presenting 
an eitraordiaary appearance, with ott 
obvious origin, A similar geological 
phenomenon is presented in the Tyrol 
Ober. Bolien, not &r from Bolien, 



jofth 



Adig, 



Instead of following the high road 
to Gap, the luute of the diligence, tha 
travellet who, ftotn Harseiiles and 
D^ne, vould qiproach Ae Alp* 
sooner, niay reach them by an in. 
tareating line of route either on borss- 
hack or on foot, and pass through 
scenes little known to English ram- 
blers. From Digne a valley of rather 
Alpine character, and therefore most 
welcome to the traveller, who is glad 
to escape from the parched plains of 
France, leads by the Tillage of Drayg 
to the Col do Tour, where there are 
fine pasturages, and which is reached 
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in 4) houn from Digne ; thence a palb 

loda down through parched valleya, 

nther rawmbliDg those of the north 

of Spmin than of Fn 

Ch&I«>u Garnier, T 

where there is ■ poor inn, the onlj 

reating place. Front Cbiteau Gar< 



syeller 

r ofthe Verdon, and. in iu as 

) Cotm> 



s the 



the 

very qhbII fortified town, vhich co 
manda the entrancs to • goi^e, s 
was, with BorceloDette, formerly 
poocssion of the Piedmonlese govei 
meal. It is still garrisoned, and its 
gates are shut at 9 i.v. with 
regulorii; as when it was a n 
portant station. From Chate 
nier to Colmar is !IJ hours. A little 
above the town, in the vallej there, 
■ small intermittent spring. Still 
higher up the valley of the Verdan, ] j 
hour above Colmar, is the little town 
of Alos, situale nearly 5000 feet above 
the level ofthe sea. In a high Alpine 
yalley, surrounded by lofty moun- 
tain^ the accommodations for travellers 
■re poor, but the people very obliging. 
The neighbourhood of Alos is scarcely 
Inown to English travellers, hut it 
weU deserves their eiamination, and 
an excursion should be maiJe to the 
lake of Alos, a distaoce of about 4 
hours. The route to it lies by tbc 
village of Champ Richard. The lake 

found in the French Alps, though 
it is situated at the height of 7500 
English feet. Its form is almost cir- 
cular, and its circumference is nearly 
4 miles. The Mont Pels, which 
lisas from the side of the lake, has an 
elevation of 10,500 feet, about 3000 
above the lake. There is, perhaps. 



no spot in the Alps so sublimely vOd 
and sequestered as the valley of this 
lake. The surrounding mountaiaB 
are covered with snow and a few 
stunted pines, amidst vast precipices 
and deep ravines. Surrounding this 
retired lake an some of the gruid 
materials of this most picturesque 
solitude. The lake is remarkable for 
its outlet, which, after a course under, 
ground for 1 .'500 feet, bursts into the 
valley, and afler foaming through a 
succession of cascades meanders in 
gentlcuess and beauty through pastu- 
rages rich in their floral display. 
From Alos to Barcelonette the route 
lies up the valley of the Verdon, and 
after pasuug the village of La Foai, 



and from i 
denly pre^ 
valley oft! 



iridgc, tl 









lookin, 



ingly ri 



L'baye. The descent to 

e from the col is exceed- 

Llic, leading down through 

if great boldness richly 

wooded. There is an excellent path 

down to the valley of the Uhaye, but 

the descent is steep and fetiguing. 

Barcelonette may be reached on fcxit 

in 7 hours from Alos, The Hotel A\l 

Nord sflords good accommodation. In 

descending from tlie cot, the valley of 

"■* - . . . J ,^g 



3 precipices ; 



'ight, flanked by grand 

t leads to St. Dalous le aauvage, 
and thence by St. Etienne, in (be 
valley of the Var, thence across the 
Col de Mont Penche, to tbc Baths of 
Venadio, iu the valley of the Stura, in 
Piedmont, p. 379. 
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